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FOREWORD

In this collection of articles chosen from her contributions to the
Theosophist and Lucifer, H.P.B. turns her practiced pen and
penetrating mind to two familiar themes—one, the clear traces of the
continuity of the ancient teachings of the Wisdom Religion among
peoples who have remained historical mysteries to the West; and,
two, the modern abliteration and distortion of old simplicities and cultural
excellences which once bore witness to the common religio-
philosophic inspiration of the distant past.

“Lamas and Druses,” first published in the Theosophist for
June, 1881, removes some of the confusion about the Druses, a not
very numerous people who live in the mountainous country of Syria,
and who are, H.P.B. explains, “the descendants of, and a mixture of,
mystics of all nations—mystics, who, in the face of cruel and
relentless persecution by the orthodox Christian Church and orthodox
Islamism,” took refuge “in the fastnesses of Syria and Mount
Lebanon.” There, over many centuries, they preserved in secrecy
their ancient occult teachings, letting the profanely curious remain
completely ignorant of what lay behind the protection of external
customs. She also shows the common origin of the religious philosophy
of the Druses and the Lamaist sects of Tibet. “Persian Zoroastrianism
and Russian Vandalism,” printed in the Theosophist for October, 1879,
throws a similar light on the origins of the “Fire-Worshippers,” now
best known as represented by the Parsee community of Bombay,
although their sanctuaries were once located near the shores of the
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Caspian Sea. The displacing of these ancient structures by an
enormous Russian petroleum refinery, made the occasion for H.P.B.’s
title.

More on the religion of the Parsees is given in “The Devil’s Own
—Thoughts on Ormuzd and Ahriman,” which appeared in Lucifer,
March, 1891. In this article H.P.B. explains the metaphysics of the
Mazdean religion, showing its correspondences with occult doctrines,
and interpreting the symbols of the Persian teaching by means of the
principles of the sevenfold constitution of man. Here, as so often in
her writings, H.P.B. includes a brief outline of the Theosophic view
of human history, reminding her readers of the meaning of the Kalki
avatar, and describing the transformations in human nature due to
take place by the middle of the seventh race of the present planetary
cycle or Round. Archaic myth is demonstrated to have direct
application to the moral struggle continuously proceeding for all
mankind, while the closing portion of this article is a severe commentary
on the havoc wrought, almost a century ago, by what is now widely
recognized as the destructive-ness of technology.

“Progress and Culture”is one of H.P.B.’s militant editorials calling
into question the claims of “Christian civilization.” It appeared in Lucifer
for August, 1890. Readers may conclude that Lynn White, Jr., a
contemporary historian, added but a footnote to her much earlier
indictment with his often quoted article, “The Historical Roots of Our
Ecological Crisis” (Science, March 10, 1967). While Dr. White
concerns himself mainly with modern ravaging of the natural world,
H.P.B. goes to the source of cultural decay in arrogant and pretentious
selfishness, allowed by the dogmatic creeds of State religion.

In “Antiquity of the Vedas,” published in the Theosophist, October,
1879, H.P.B. challenges the scholarship of Max Muller concerning
the epoch during which the Vedas were composed, and also his
supposition that these philosophical hymns were written in the language
of humanity’s childhood. Quoting an eminent Vedic scholar, Dayanund
Saraswati, she shows that Western Orientalists have relied upon
untrustworthy commentaries, and using anthropological studies of her
time, she points out that a much greater antiquity would have to be
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assigned to the Vedas if Muller’s idea that these works belong to “the
days of human mental infancy” is to be confirmed. The shadow which
blights virtually all Western chronology is shown to be the absurd
Biblical computation declaring that only six thousand years have passed
since man’s appearance on earth.



Theosophist, June 1881

LAMAS AND DRUSES

R. L. OLIPHANT’S new work “Land ofGilead”

attracts considerable attention. Reviews appeared

some time since, but we had to lay the subject aside
until now for lack of space. We will now have something to say, not
of the work itself— though justice can hardly be sufficiently done to
the writings of that clever author—but of what he tells us respecting
the Druses —those mystics of Mount Lebanon of whom so little is
known. We may, perchance, shed some new light on the subject.

“The Druse,” Mr. Oliphant thinks, “has a firm conviction that the end
of the world is at hand. Recent events have so far tallied with the enigmatical
prophecies of his sacred books, that he looks forward to the speedy
resurrection of El Hakim, the founder and divine personage of the sect. In
order to comprehend this, the connection between China and Druse theology
has to be remembered. The souls of all pious Druses are supposed to be
occupying in large numbers certain cities in the west of China. The end of
the world will be signalised by the approach of a mighty army from the
East against the contending powers of Islam and Christianity. This army
will be under the command of the Universal Mind, and will consist of
millions of Chinese Unitarians. To it Christians and Mahomedans will
surrender and march before it to Mecca. El Hakim will then appear; at his
command, the Caaba will be demolished by fire from Heaven, and the
resurrection of the dead will take place. Now that Russia has come into
collision with China, the Druses see the fulfilment of their sacred prophecies,
and are eagerly waiting for an Armageddon in which they believe themselves
destined to play a prominent part.”—{Pioneer.)

Mr. Lawrence Oliphant is, in our opinion, one of England’s best
writers. He is also more deeply acquainted with the inner life of the
East than most of the authors and travellers who have written upon
the subject—not even excepting Captain and Mrs. Burton. But even
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his acute and observing intellect could hardly fathom the secret of the
profoundly mystical beliefs of the Druses. To begin with: EI Hakim is
not the founder of their sect. Their ritual and dogmas were never
made known, but to those who have been admitted into their
brotherhood. Their origin is next to unknown. As to their external
religion, or what has rather transpired of it, that can be told in a few
words. The Druses are believed to be a mixture of Kurds, Mardi-
Arabs, and other semi-civilized tribes. We humbly maintain that they
are the descendants of, and a mixture of, mystics of oil nations—
mystics, who, in the face of cruel and unrelenting persecution by the
orthodox ChristianChurch and orthodox Islamism, have ever since
the first centuries of the Mahomedan propaganda, been gathered
together, and who gradually made a permanent settlement in the
fastnesses of Syria and Mount Lebanon, where they had from the
first found refuge. Since then, they have preserved the strictest silence
upon their beliefs and truly occult rites. Later on, their warlike character,
great bravery, and unity of purpose which made their foes, whether
Mussulmans or Christians, equally fear them, helped them toward
forming an independent community, or, as we may term it, an imperium
in imperio. They are the Sikhs of Asia Minor, and their polity offers
many points of similarity with the late “commonwealth” of the
followers of Guru Nanak—even extending to their mysticism and
indomitable bravery. But the two are still more closely related to a
third and still more mysterious community of religionists, of which
nothing, or next to nothing, is known by outsiders: we mean that
fraternity of Tibetan Lamaists, known as the Brotherhood ofKhe-
lang, who mix but little with the rest. Even Csomo de Koros, who
passed several years with the Lamas learned hardly more of the religion
of these Chakravortins (wheel-turners) than what they chose to let
him know of their exoteric rites; and of the Khe-langs, he learned
positively nothing.

The mystery that hangs over the scriptures and religion of the
Druses is far more impenetrable than that connected with the Amritsar
and Lahore “Disciples,” whose grantha is well known, and has been
translated into European languages more than once. Of the alleged



6 ANCIENT SURVIVALS AND MODERN ERRORS

forty-five sacred books' of the Lebanon mystics, none were ever
seen, let alone examined, by any European scholar. Many manuscripts
have never left the underground Holoweys (place of religious meeting)
invariably built under the meeting room on the ground-floor, and the
public Thursday assemblies of the Druses are simply blinds intended
for over-curious travellers and neighbours.

Verily a strange sect are the “Disciples of H’amsa,” as they call
themselves. Their Okhal or spiritual teachers besides having, like the
Sikh Akali, the duty of defending the visible place of worship, which
is merely a large, unfurnished room, are also the guardians of the
Mystical Temple, and the “wise men,” or the initiates of their mysteries,
as their name of Okhal implies: Akl being in Arabic “intelligence” or
“wisdom.” It is improper to call them Druses, as they regard it as an
insult; nor are they in reality the followers of Daruzi, a heretical pupil
of H’amsa, but the true disciples of the latter. The origin of that
personage who appeared among them in the eleventh century, coming
from Central Asia, and whose secret or “mystery” name is”EIl-Hamma/
’is quiet unknown to our European scholars.His spiritual titles
are”Universal Source, or Mind,” “Ocean of Light,” and “Absolute or
Divine Intelligence.” They are, in short, repetitions of those of the
Tibetan Dalai-Lama, whose appellation “Path to the Ocean,”2 means,
Path or “Way to the Ocean of Light” (Intelligence) or Divine
Wisdom—Dboth titles being identically the same. It is curious that the
Hebrew word Lamad should also mean “the God-taught.”

| The work presented by Nasr-Allah to the French King as a portion of the Druse Scriptures,and translated
by Petis de la Croix in 1701—is pronounced a forgery. Not one of the copies now in the possession of the
Bodleian,Vienna, orVatican Libraries is genuine and besides each of them is a copy from the other. Great was
always the curiosity of the travellers and greater yet the efforts of the indomitable and ever-prying
missionary, to penetrate behind the veil of Druse worship, but all have resulted in failure.The strictest secrecy
as to the nature of their beliefs, the peculiar rites practised in their subterranean Holoweys, and the contents
of their canonical books was enjoined upon their followers by H’amsa and Boha-eddin, the chief and first
disciple of the former.

2 “Lama” means path or road in the vulgar Tibetan language, but in that figurative sense it conveys the
meaning of way:as the “way to wisdom or salvation “ Strangely enough it also means “cross.” It is the Roman
figure X or ten, the emblem of perfection or perfect number, and stood for ten with the Egyptians Chinese,
Phoenicians, Romans, &c. It is also found in the Mexican secular calendars. The Tartars call it lama from the
Scytho-Turanian word lamh, hand, (from the number of fingers on both hands) and it is synonymous with
the jod of the Chaldees, “and thus became  the name of a cross, of the High Priest of the Tartars, and of
the Lamaic Messenger of God,” says the author of the Book of God;“Commentaries on the Apocalypse.” With
the Irish luam signifies the head of the Church, a spiritual chief
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An English Orientalist recently found that the religion of Nanak
had a good deal of Buddhism in it. (Art. Diwali in Calcutta Review.)
This would be only natural since the Empire of Hindustan is the land
of Buddhas and Boddhisattvas. But that the religion of the Druses,
between whose geographical and ethnological position and that of the
Hindus there is an abyss, should be so, is far more incomprehensible
and strange. Yet it is a fact. They are more Lamaists in their beliefs
and certain rites, than any other people upon the face of the globe.
The fact may be contradicted, but it will be only because Europe
knows next to nothing of either. Their system of government is set
down as feudal and patriarchal, while it is as theocratic as that of the
Lamaists—or as that of the Sikhs—as it used to be. The mysterious
representation of the Deity appears in H’amsa, whose spirit is said to
guide them, and periodically re-incarnate itself in the person of the
chief Okhal of the Druses, as it does in the Guru-Kings of the Sikhs,
some of whom, like Guru Govind, claimed to be the reincarnations of
Nanak, while the Dalai-Lamas of Tibet claim to be those of Buddha.
The latter, by the way, are loosely called Shaberons and Khubilghans
(both in various degrees re-incarnations not of Buddha, the man, but
of his Buddh-like divine spirit) by Abbe Hue and others without any
regard to the difference in the appellation: El Hamma or H’amsa
came from the “Land of the Word of God.” Where was that land?
Swedenborg, the Northern seer, advised his followers to search for
the Lost Worp, among the hierophants of Tartary, Tibet and China.
To this we may add a few explanatory and corroborative facts.
LI’hassa, the theocratic metropolis of Tibet, is commonly translated
as “God-land,” that is to say, this is the only English equivalent that
we can find.® Though separated by the Karakorum range and little
Tibet, the great Tibet is on the same Asiatic plateau in which our

3 And a most unsatisfactory term it is, as the Lamaists have no conception of the
anthropomorphic deity which the English word “God” represents. Fo or Buddha (the
latter name being quite unknown to the common people) is their equivalent expression
for that All-embracing, superior Good, or Wisdom from which all proceeds, as does the
light from the sun, the cause being nothing personal, but simply an Abstract Principle.
And it is this that in all our theosophical writing, for the want of a better word, we
have to term “God-like,” and “Divine.”
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Biblical scholars designate the table-land of Pamir* as the cradle of
the human race, the birth-place of the mythical Adam. Tibet or Ti-
Boutta, will yield, etymologically, the words T7, which is the equivalent
for God in Chinese, and Buddha, or wisdom: the land, then, of the
Wisdom-Deity, or of the incarnations of Wisdom. Itis also called “Bod-
Jid.” Now “Jid” and “Jod” are synonymous apocalyptic and phallic
names for the Deity— Y op being the Hebrew name for God. G. Higgins
shows in his Celtic Druids, the Welsh Druids altering the name of
Bod-Jid into Budd-ud which with them too meant the “Wisdom of
Jid” or what people now call “god.”®

The religion of the Druses is said to be a compound of Judaism,
Mahomedanism and Christianity, strongly tinged with Gnosticism and
theMagian system of Persia. Were people to call things by their
right names, sacrificing all-conceit to truth, they might confess
things otherwise. They could say, for instance, that Mahomedanism
being a compound of Chaldeism, Christianity and Judaism; Christianity,
a mixture of Judaism, Gnosticism and Paganism; and Judaism, a
wholesale Egypto-Chaldean Kabal-ism, masquerading under invented
names and fables, made to fit the bits and scraps of the real history of
the Israelite tribes—the religious system of the Druses would then be
found one of the last survivals of the archaic Wisdom-Religion. It is
entirely based on that element of practical mysticism of which branches
have from time to time sprung into existence. They pass under the
unpopular names ofKabalism, Theosophy and Occultism. Except
Christianity which, owing to the importance it gives to the principal
prop of its doctrine of Salvation—(we mean the dogma of Satan)
had to anathematize the practice of theurgy—every religion, including
Judaism and Mahomedanism, credits these above-named branches.

4 There are several Pamirs in Central Asia. There is the Alighur Pamir which lies
more north than either—the great Pamir with Victoria Lake in its vicinity, Taghdumbast
Pamir and the little Pamir, more south; and eastward another chain of Pamir dividing
Mustagh Pass and Little Guhjal. We would like to know on which of these we have
to look for the garden of Eden?

5 The name in Hebrew for sanctuary is Te-bah and Ti-boutta and Tebet, also a cradle
of the human race. Thebeth meaning “a box”—the “ark” of Noah and the floating
cradle of Moses.
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Civilisation having touched with its materialistic all-levelling, and all-
destroying hand even India and Turkey, amid the din and chaos of
crumbling faiths and old sciences, the reminiscence of archaic truths
is now fast dying out. It has become popular and fashionable to
denounce “the old and mouldy superstitions of our forefathers”;—
verily even among the most natural allies of the students of theurgy or
occultism—the Spiritualists. Among the many creeds and faiths
striving to follow the cyclic tide, and helping it themselves to sweep
away the knowledge of old, strangely blind to the fact, that the same
powerful wave of materialism and modern science also sweeps away
their own foundations—the only religions which have remained as
alive as ever to these forgotten truths of old, are those which from
the first have kept strictly aloof from the rest. The Druses, while
outwardly mixing up with Moslems and Christians alike, ever ready
to read the Kuran as well as the Gospels in their Thursday public
meetings, have never allowed an uninitiated stranger to penetrate the
mysteries of their own doctrines. Intelligence® alone communicates
to the soul (which with them is mortal, though it survives the body)
the enlivening and divine spark of the Supreme Wisdom or Ti-meami—
they say—nbut it must be screened from all non-believers in H’amsa.
The work of the soul is to seek wisdom, and the substance of earthly
wisdom is to know Universal Wisdom, or “God,” as other religionists
call that principle. This is the doctrine of the Buddhists and Lamaists
who say “Buddha” where the Druses say “Wisdom”—one word being
the translation of the other. “In spite of their external adoption of the
religious customs of the Moslems, of their readiness to educate their
children in Christian schools, their use of the Arabic language, and of
their free intercourse with strangers, the Druses remain even more
than the Jews a peculiar people”—says a writer. They are very rarely
if ever converted; they marry within their own race; and adhere most
tenaciously to their traditions, baffling all efforts to discover their
cherished secrets. Yet they are neither fanatical, nor do they covet
proselytes.

6 The Druses divide man into three principles: body, soul and intelligence—the “Divine
Spark.” which Theosophists call “spirit.”
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In his Journey through Tartary, Tibet, and China, Hue speaks
with great surprise of the extreme tolerance and even outward respect
shown by the Tibetans to other religions. A grand Lama, or a “living
Buddha,” as he calls him, whom the two missionaries met at Choang-
Long, near Koum-boum certainly had the best of them in good breeding
as well as tact and deference to their feelings. The two Frenchmen,
however, neither understood nor appreciated the act, since they seemed
quite proud of the insult offered by them to the Hobilgan. “We were
waiting for him ...seated on the kang...and purposely did not rise to
receive him, but merely made him a slight salutation”—boasts Hue
(vol. ii. p. 35-36). The Grand Lama “did not appear disconcerted”
though; upon seeing that they as “purposely” withheld from him “an
invitation to sit down” he only looked at them “surprised,” as well he
might. Abreviary of theirs having attracted his attention, he demanded
“permission to examine it”; and then, carrying it “solemnly to his brow”
he said: “It is your book of prayer; we must always honour and
reverence other people’s prayers.” It was a good lesson, yet they
understood it not. We would like to see that Christian missionary who
would reverently carry to his brow the Vedas, the Tripitaka, or the
Grantha, and publicly honour other people’s prayers! While the Tibetan
“savage,” the heathen Hobilgan, was all affability and politeness, the
twoFrench”Lamas of Jehovah” as Abbe Hue called his companion
and himself, behaved like two uneducated bullies. And to think that
they even boast of it in print!

No more than the Druses do the Lamaists seek to make
proselytes. Both people have their “schools of magic”’—those in Tibet
being attached to some la-khang (lamaseries), and those among the
Druses in the closely-guarded crypts of initiation, no stranger being
even allowed inside the buildings. As the Tibetan Hobilgans are the
incarnations of Buddha’s spirit, so the Druse Okhals— erroneously
called “Spiritualists” by some writers—are the incarnations of
H’amsa. Both peoples have a regular system of passwords and signs
of recognition among the neophytes, and we know them to be nearly
identical since they are partially those of the Theosophists.

In the mystical system of the Druses there are five “messengers”
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or interpreters of the “Word of the Supreme Wisdom,” who occupy
the same position as the five chief Boddhisattvas, or Hobilgans of
Tibet, each of whom is the bodily temple of the spirit of one of the five
Buddhas. Let us see what can be made known of both classes. The
names of the five principal Druse “messengers,” or rather their titles—
as these names are generic, in both the Druse and Tibetan hierarchies,
and the title passes at the death of each to his successor—are:

(M "H’amsa, or “El Hamma,” (spiritual wisdom) considered as
the Messiah, through whom speaks Incarnate Wisdom.

(2) Ismail—Ti-meami—(the universal soul). He prepares the
Druses before their initiation to receive “wisdom.”

(3) Mohammed—(the Word).  His duty is to watch over the
behaviour and necessities of the brethren;—a kind of Bishop.

(4) Se-lama, (the “Preceding”) called the “Right Wing.”

(5) Mokshatana Boha-eddin, (the “Following”) named
the “Left Wing.”

These last are both messengers between H’amsa and the
Brotherhood. Above these living mediators who remain ever
unknown to all but the chief Okhals stand the ten Incarnates of the
“Supreme Wisdom,” the last of whom is to return at the end of the
cycle, which is fast approaching—though no one but EI Hamma knows
the day—that last “messenger” in accordance with the cyclic
recurrences of events being also the first who came with H’amsa,
hence Boha-eddin. The names of the Druse Incarnations are Ali A-
llal who appeared in India (Kabir we believe); Albar in Persia; Alya in
Yemen; Moill and Kahim, in Eastern Africa; Moessa and Had-di in
Central Asia; Albou and Manssour in China; and Buddea, that is,

7 Very curiously the Druses identify their H'amsa with Hemsa, the Prophet Mahomet's uncle, who, they

say, tired of the worid and its deceitful temptations, simulated death at the battle of Dhod, A.D. 625, and
retired to the fastnesses of a great mountain in Central Asia where he became a saint. He never died in
spirit. When several centuries after that he appeared among them it was in his second spiritual body, and
when their Messiah had, after founding the brotherhood, disappeared, Se-lama and Boha-eddin were the
only ones to know the retreat of their Master.They alone knew the bodies into which he went on,
successively re-incarnating himself—as he is not permitted to die until the return of the Highest
Messenger, the last or one of the ten avatars. He alone— the now invisible but expected one—stands
higher than H’amsa. But, it is not, as erroneously believed, “El-Hakim,” the Fatimite Khalif of bad name.
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Boha-eddin® in Tartary, whence he came and whither he returned.
This last one, some say, was dual-sexed on earth. Having entered
into EI-Hakim—the Khalif, a monster of wickedness—he brought
him to be assassinated, and then sent H’amsa to preach and to found
the Brotherhood of Lebanon. El-Hakim then is but a mask. It is Buddea,
l.e., Boha-eddin they expect.®

And now for the Lamaic hierarchy. Of the living or incarnate
Buddhas there are five also, the chief of whom is Dalay, or rather
Talay, Lama—from Tole “Ocean” or Sea; he being called the “Ocean
of Wisdom.” Above him, as above H’amsa, there is but the “SupremE
Wispom”—the abstract principle from which emanated the five
Buddhas—Maitree Buddha (the last Boddhisattva, or Vishnu in the
Kalanki avatar) the tenth “messenger” expected on earth—included.
But this will be the One Wisdom and will incarnate itself into the
whole humanity collectively, not in a single individual. But of this
mystery—no more at present.

These five “Hobilgans” are distributed in the following order:

(1) Talay-Lama, of Lha-ssa—the incarnation of the “Spiritual”
“passive” wisdom—which proceeds from Gautama or Sid-dartha
Buddha, or Fo.

(2) Bande-cha-an Rem-boo-tchi, atDjashi-Loombo. He is “the
active earthly wisdom.”

(3) Sa-Dcha-Fo, or the “Mouthpiece of Buddha,” otherwise the
“word” at Ssamboo.

(4) Khi-sson-Tamba—the “Precursor” (of Buddha) at the
Grand Kooren.

(5) Tchang-Zya-Fo-Lang, in the altai mountains. He is called
the “Successor” (of Buddha).

The “Shaberons” are one degree lower. They, like the chief Okhals

8 One of the names of Minerva, Goddess of Wisdom, was Budea.

9 In the Druse system there is no room for a personal deity, unless a portion of the divine
impersonal and abstract wisdom incarnates itself in a mortal man.The deific principle with them is the
essence of Life, the All, and as impersonal as the Parabrahm of the Vedandins or the Nirvana State of the
Buddhists, ever invisible, all-pervading and incomprehensible, to be known but through occasional
incarnations of its spirit in human form.These ten incarnations or human avatars, as above specified, are
called the “Temples of Ti-meam” (Universal Spirit).
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of the Druses, are the initiates of the great wisdom or Buddh Esoteric
religion. This double list of the “Five” shows great similarity at least
between the polity of the two systems. The reader must bear in mind
that they have sprung into their present visible conditions nearly at
the same time. It was from the ninth to the fifteenth centuries that
modern Lamaism evolved its ritual and popular religion, which serves
the Hobilgans and Shaberons as a blind, even against the curiosity of
the average Chinaman and Tibetan. It was in the eleventh century
that H’amsa founded the Brotherhood of Lebanon; and till now no
one has acquired its secrets !

It is supremely strange that both the Lamas and Druses should
have the same mystical statistics. They reckon the bulk of the human
race at 1,332 millions. When good and evil, they say, shall come to an
equilibrium in the scales of human actions (now evil is far the heavier),
then the breath of “Wisdom,” will annihilate in a wink of the eye just
666 millions of men. The surviving 666 millions will have “Supreme
Wisdom” incarnated in them.X® This may have, and probably has, an
allegorical meaning. But what relation might it possibly bear to the
number of the “grand Beast” of John’s Revelation ?

If more were known than really is of the religions of Tibet and the
Druses, then would scholars see that there is more affinity, between
Turanian Lamaists and the Semitic, “El-Hammites,” or Druses, than
was ever suspected. But all is darkness, conjecture, and mere
guesswork whenever the writers speak of either the one or the other.
The little that has transpired of their beliefs is generally so disfigured
by prejudice and ignorance that no learned Lama or Druse would
ever recognise a glimpse of likeness to his faith in these speculative
fantasies. Even the profoundly suggestive conclusion to which came
Godfrey Higgins (Celtic Druids Part I, 101) however true, is but half
s0. “Itis evident” he writes “that there was a secret science possessed
somewhere (by the ancients) which must have been guarded by the

10 The Hindus have the same belief. In the “Deva-Yug” they will all be devs or gods. See Lama-
nim-tshen-po, or “Great Road to Perfection”;a work of the fifteenth century.The author of this book
is the Great Reformer of Lamaism, the famous Tzong-ka-pa, from whose hair sprang up the famous
koum-boum letter tree—a tree whose leaves all bear sacred Tibetan inscriptions, according to the
tradition This tree was seen by Abbe Hue some forty years ago,and was seen last year by the Hungarian
traveller Count Szitcheny; who, however, begging his pardon, could not, under its physical surroundings,
have carried away a branch of it, as he pretends to have done.
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most solemn oaths . . . and | cannot help suspecting that there is still
a secret doctrine known only in the deep recesses of the crypts of
Tibet.” . . .

To conclude with the Druses: As Selama and boha-eddin—two
names more than suggestive of the words “Lama” and”Buddha”—
are the only ones entrusted with the secret of H’amsa’s retreat; and
having the means of consulting with their master, they produce from
time to time his directions and commands to the Brotherhood, so,
even to this day do the Okhals of that name travel every seventh
year, through Bussora and Persia into Tar-tary and Tibet to the very
west of China and return at the expiration of the eleventh year, bringing
them fresh orders from “EI’ Hamma.” Owing to the expectation of
war between China and Russia, only last year a Druse messenger
passed through Bombay on his way to Tibet and Tartary. This would
explain “the superstitious™ belief that “the souls of all pious Druses
are supposed to be occupying in large numbers certain cities in China.”
It is around the plateau of the Pamirs—they say with the Biblical
scholars—that the cradle of the true race must be located: but the
cradle of initiated humanity only; of those who have for the first time
tasted of the fruit of knowledge, and these are in Tibet, Mongolia,
Tartary, China and India, where also the souls of their pious and initiated
brethren transmigrate, and rebecome “sons of God.” What this
language means every Theosophist ought to know. They discredit the
fable of Adam and Eve, and say that they who first ate of the forbidden
fruit and thus became “Elohim” were Enoch or Hermes (the supposed
father of Masonry), and Seth or Sat-an, the father of secret wisdom
and learning, whose abode, they say, is now in the planet Mercury,!
and whom the Christians were kind enough to convert into a chief
devil, the “fallen Angel.” Their evil one is an abstract principle, and
called the “Rival.”

Il Buddha is son of Maya; and (according to Brahmanic notion) of Vishnu; “Maia” is mother of
Mercury by Jupiter. Buddha means the “wise” and Mercury is God of Wisdom (Hermes); and the planet
sacred to Gautama Buddha is Mercury.Venus and Isis presided over navigation, as Mary or Maria, the
Madonna presides now. Is not the latter hymned to this day by the Church:

“Ave Maris Stella

“Dei Mater Alma?”"—or Hail, Star of the Sea, . Mother of God—thus identified with Venus?
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The “millions of Chinese Unitarians” may mean Tibetan Lamas,
Hindus, and others of the East, as well as Chinamen. It is true that the
Druses believe in and expect their resurrection day in Armageddon,
which, however, they pronounce otherwise. As the phrase occurs in
the Apocalypse it may seem to some that they got the idea in St.
John’s Revelation. It is nothing of the kind. That day which, according
to the Druse teaching “will consummate the great spiritual plan—the
bodies of the wise and faithful will be absorbed into the absolute
essence, and transformed from the many, into the one.” This is pre-
eminently the Buddhist idea of Nirvana, and that of the Vedantin final
absorption into Parabrahm. Their “Persian Magianism and
Gnosticism,” make them regard St. John as Oannes, the Chaldean
Man-Fish, hence connects their belief at once with the Indian Vishnu
and theLamaic Symbology. Their “Armageddon” is simply
“Ramdagon,”*? and this is how it is explained.

The sentence in Revelation is no better interpreted than so many
other things by Christians, while even the non-Kabalistic Jews know
nothing of its real meaning. Armageddon is mistaken for a geographical

12 Rama, of the solar race, is an incarnation of Vishnu—a Sun-God. In “Machha,” or the first
Avatar, in order to save humanity from final destruction (see Vishnu Purana) that God appears to
King Satyavrata and the seven saints who accompany him on the vessel to escape Universal
Deluge, as an enormous fish with one stupendous horn. To this horn the Kingis commended by
Hari to tie the ship with a serpent “the emblem of eternity) instead of a cable. The Talay-Lama,
besides his name of “Ocean,” is also called Sarou, which in Tibetan, means the “unicorn,” or one-
horned. He wears on his head-gear a prominent horn, set over a Yung-dang, or mystic cross;
which is the Jain and Hindu Swastica. The “fish” and the sea, or water, are the most archaic
emblems of the Messiahs, or incarnations of divine wisdom, among all the ancient people. Fishes play
prominently a figure on old Christian medals;and in the catacombs of Rome the “Mystic Cross” or
“Anchor” stands between two fishes as supporters. “Dagh-dae”— the name of Zaratushta’s
mother, means the “Divine Fish” or Holy Wisdom. The“Mover on theWaters” whether
we call him *“Narayan” orAbatur, (the Kabalistic Superior Father and “Ancient of the World”) or
“Holy Spirit” is all one. According to Codex Nazareaeus, Kabalah and Genesis, the Holy Spirit
when moving on the waters mirrored himself—and “Adam Kadmon was born.” Mare in Latin,
is the sea. Water is associated with every creed. Mary andVenus are both patronesses of the sea
and of sailorst—and both mothers of Gods of Love, whether Divine or Earthly. The mother of Jesus
is called Mary or Mariah—the word meaning in Hebrew mirror that in which we find but the
reflection instead of a reality, and 600 years before Christianity there was Maya, Buddha’s mother,
whose name means illusion—identically the same.  Another curious “coincidence” is found in the
selections of new Dalay Lamas in Tibet. The new incarnation of Buddha is ascertained by a curious
icthumancy with three gold fishes. Shutting themselves up in the Buddha-La (Temple), the
Hobilgans place three goldfish inan urn, and on one of these ancient emblems of Supreme
Wisdom, shortly appears the name of the child into whom the soul of the late Tatey-Lama is
supposed to have transmigrated.
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locality, viz., the elevated table of Esdraelon or Ar-mageddon “the
mountain of Megiddo,” where Gideon triumphed over the Midianites.*®
It is an erroneous notion, for the name in the Revelation refers to a
mythical place mentioned in one of the most archaic traditions of the
heathen East, especially among the Turanian and Semitic races. It is
simply a kind of purgatorial Elysium, in which departed spirits are
collected, to await the day of final judgment. That it is so is proved by
the verse in Revelation “And he gathered them together into a place
called. . . Armageddon (XVI. 16), when the seventh angel will pour
out his vial into the air.” The Druses pronounce the name of that
mystical locality “Ramdagon.” It is, then, highly probable that the word
is an anagram, as shown by the author of the “Commentary on the
Apocalypse.” It means “Rama-Dagon,”* the first signifying Sun-
God of that name, and the second “Dagon” or the Chaldean Holy
Wisdom incarnated in their “Messenger,” Oannes—the Man-Fish,
and descending on the “Sons of God” or the Initiates of whatever
country; those, in short, through whom Deific Wisdom occasionally
reveals itself to the world

13 It is not the “Valley of Megeddo,” for there is no such valley known. Dr. Robinson’s
typographical and Biblical notions being no better than hypotheses.
14 Ram is also womb, and valley; and in Tibetan “goat.” “Dag” is fish; from Dagon, the man-fish,

or perfect wisdom.

Theosophist, October 1879

PERSIAN ZOROASTRIANISM AND
RUSSIAN VANDALISM

EW persons are capable of appreciatingthe truly beautiful
and esthetic; fewer still of revering those monumental relics

of bygone ages, which prove that even in the remotest
epochs mankind worshipped a Supreme Power, and people were
moved to express their abstract conceptions in works which should
defy the ravages of Time. The Vandals—whether Slavic Wends, or
some barbarous nation of Germanic race—came at all events from
the North. A recent occurrence is calculated to make us regret that
Justinian did not destroy them all; for it appears that there are still in
the North worthy scions left of those terrible destroyers of monuments
of arts and sciences, in the persons of certain Russian merchants
who have just perpetrated an act of inexcusable vandalism. According
to the late Russian papers,the Moscow arch-millionaire, Kokoref, with
his Tiflis partner the American Croesus, Mirzoef, is desecrating and
apparently about to totally destroy perhaps the oldest relic in the world
of Zoroastrianism—the “Attesh-Gag” of Baku.*

Few foreigners, and perhaps as few Russians, know anything of
this venerable sanctuary of the Fire-worshippers around the Caspian
Sea. About twenty versts from the small town of Baku in the valley
of Absharon in Russian Georgia, and among the barren, desolated
steppes of the shores of the Caspian, there stands—alas! rather stood,
but a few months ago—a strange structure, something between a
mediaeval Cathedral and a fortified castle. It was built in unknown
ages, and by builders as unknown. Over an area of somewhat more
than a square mile, a tract known as the “Fiery Field,” upon which the
structure stands, if one but digs from two to three inches into the

| Attesh-Kudda also.
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sandy earth, and applies a lighted match, a jet of fire will stream up,
as if from a spout.? The “Guebre Temple,” as the building is sometimes
termed, is carved out of one solid rock. It comprises an enormous
square enclosed by crenelated Walls, and at the centre of the square,
a high tower also rectangular resting upon four gigantic pillars. The
latter were pierced vertically down to the bed-rock and the cavities
were continued up to the battlements where they opened out into the
atmosphere; thus forming continuous tubes through which the
inflammable gas stored up in the heart of the mother rock were
conducted to the top of the tower. This tower has been for centuries
a shrine of the fire-worshippers and bears the symbolical
representation of the trident— called teersoot. All around the interior
face of the external wall, are excavated the cells, about twenty in
number, which served as habitations for past generations of Zoroastrian
recluses. Under the supervision of a High Mobed, here, in the silence
of their isolated cloisters, they studied the Avesta, theVendidad, the
Yacna—especially the latter, it seems, as the rocky walls of the cells
are inscribed with a greater number of quotations from the sacred
songs. Under the tower-altar, three huge bells were hung. A legend
says that they were miraculously produced by a holy traveller, in the
tenth century during the Mussulman persecution, to warn the faithful
of the approach of the enemy. But a few weeks ago, and the tall
tower-altar was yet ablaze with the same flame that local tradition
affirms has been kindled thirty centuries ago. At the horizontal orifices
in the four hollow pillars burned four perpetual fires, fed uninterruptedly
from the inexhaustible subterranean reservoir. From every merlon on
the walls, as well as from every embrasure flashed forth a radiant
light, like so many tongues of fire; and even the large porch overhanging
the main entrance was encircled by a garland of fiery stars, the lambent
lights shooting forth from smaller and narrower orifices. It was amid
these impressive surroundings, that the Guebre recluses used to send
up their daily prayers, meeting under the open tower-altar; every face
reverentially turned toward the setting sun, as they united their voices

2 A bluish flame is seen to arise there, but this fire does not consume, “and if a person finds
himself in the middle of it, he is not sensible of any warmth.”—See Kinneir’s Persia, page 35.
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in a parting evening hymn. And as the luminary—the “Eye of Ahura-
mazda”—sank lower and lower down the horizon, their voices grew
lower and softer, until the chant sounded like a plaintive and subdued
murmur,.. A last flash—and the sun is gone; and, as darkness follows
daylight almost suddenly in these regions, the departure of the Deity’s
symbol was the signal for a general illumination, unrivalled even by
the greatest fire-works at regal festivals. The whole field seemed nightly
like one blazing prairie

Till about 1840, “Attesh-Gag” was the chief rendezvous for all
the Fire-worshippers of Persia.  Thousands of pilgrims came and
went; for no true Guebre could die happy unless he had performed
the sacred pilgrimage at least once during his life-time. Atraveller —
Koch—who visited the cloister about that time, found in it but
fiveZoroastrians, with their pupils. In 1878, about fourteen months
ago, a lady of Tiflis, who visited the Attesh-Gag, mentioned in a
private letter that she found there but one solitary hermit, who emerges
from his cell but to meet the rising and salute the departing sun. And
now, hardly a year later, we find in the papers that Messrs. Kokoref
and Co., are busy erecting on the Fiery Field enormous buildings for
the refining of petroleum! All the cells but the one occupied by the
poor old hermit, half ruined and dirty beyond all expression, are
inhabited by the firm’s workmen; the altar over which blazed the
sacred flame, is now piled high with rubbish, mortar and mud, and the
flame itself turned off in another direction. The bells are now, during
the periodical visits of a Russian priest, taken down and suspended in
the porch of the superintendent’s house; heathen relics being as usual
used—though abused—Dby the religion which supplants the previous
worship. And, all looks like the abomination of desolation.... “Itisa
matter of surprise to me,” writes a Baku correspondent in the St.
Petersburg Vjedomosti, who was the first to send the unwelcome
news, “that the trident, the sacred teersoot itself, has not as yet been
put to some appropriate use in the new firm’s kitchen...! Is it then so
absolutely necessary that the millionaire Kokoref should desecrate
the Zoroastrian cloister, which occupies such a trifling compound in
comparison to the space allotted to his manufactories and stores?
And shall such a remarkable relic of antiquity be sacrificed to
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commercial greediness which can after all neither lose nor gain one
single rouble by destroying it?”

It must apparently, since Messrs. Kokoref and Co., have leased
the whole field from the Government, and the latter seems to feel
quite indifferent over this idiotic and useless Vandalism. It is now
more than twenty years since the writer visited for the last time Attesh-
Gag. In those days besides a small group of recluses it had the visits
of many pilgrims. And since it is more than likely that ten years hence,
people will hear no more of it, | may just as well give a few more
details of its history. Our Parsee friends will, I am sure, feel an interest
in a few legends gathered by me on the spot.

There seems to be indeed a veil drawn over the origin of Attesh-
Gag. Historical data are scarce and contradictory. With the exception
of some old Armenian Chronicles which mention it incidentally as
having existed before Christianity was brought into the country by
Saint Nina during the third century,? there is no other mention of it

3 Though St. Nina appeared in Georgia in the third, it is not before the fifth century that the
idolatrous Grouzines were converted to Christianity by the thirteen Syrian Fathers. They came
under the leadership of both St- Antony and St. John of Zedadzene —so called, because he is alleged to
have travelled to the Caucasian regions on purpose to fight and conquer the chief idol Zeda! And thus,
while—as incontrovertible proof of the existence of both—the opulent tresses of the black hair of St.
Nina are being preserved to this day as relics, in Zion Cathedral at Tiflis—the thaumaturgic John has
immortalized his name still more. Zeda, who was the Baal of the Trans-Caucasus, had children sacrificed to
him, as the legend tells us, on the top of the Zedadzene mount, about |8 versts from Tiflis. It is there
that the Saint defied the idol, or rather Satan under the guise of a stone statue—to single combat, and
miraculously conquered him; i.e., threw down, and trampled upon the idol.  But he did not stop there
in the exhibition of his powers. The mountain peak is of an immense height, and being only a barren rock
at its top, spring water is nowhere to be found on its summit. But in commemoration of his triumph, the
Saint had a spring appear at the very bottom of the deep, and—as people assert—a fathomless well, dug
down into the very bowels of the mountain, and the gaping mouth of which was situated near the altar of
the god Zeda, just in the centre of his temple. It was into this opening that the limbs of the murdered infants
were cast down after the sacrifice. The miraculous spring, however, was soon dried up, and for many
centuries there appeared no water. But, when Christianity was firmly established, the water began re-
appearing on the 7th day of every May, and continues to do so till the present time. Strange to say, this fact
does not pertain to the domain of legend, but is one that has provoked an intense curiosity even among
men of science, such as the eminent geologist, Dr. Abich, who resided for years at Tiflis. Thousands upon
thousands proceed yearly upon pilgrimage to Zedadzene on the seventh of May; and all witness the
“miracle.” From early morning, water is heard bubbling down at the rocky bottom of the well;and, as noon
approaches, the parched-up walls of the mouth become moist, and clear cold sparkling water seems to come
out from every porosity of the rock; it rises higher and higher, bubbles, increases, until at last having reached
to the very brim, it suddenly stops, and a prolonged shout of triumphant joy bursts from the fanatical crowd.
This cry seems to shake like a sudden discharge of artillery the very depths of the mountain and awaken the
echo for miles around. Every one hurries to fill a vessel with the miraculous water.There are necks wrung
and heads broken on that day at Zedadzene, but every one who survives carries home a provision of the
crystal fluid. Toward evening the water begins decreasing as mysteriously as it had appeared, and at
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anywhere else so far as | know.

Tradition informs us—how far correctly is not for me to decide
—that long before Zarathustra, the people, who now are called in
contempt, by the Mussulmans and Christians, “Guebres,”and, who
terra themselves “Behedin” (followers of the true faith) recognized
Mithra, the Mediator, as their sole and highest God—who included
within himself all the good as well as the bad gods. Mithra representing
the two natures of Ormazd and Ahriman combined, the people feared
him, whereas, they would have had no need of fearing, but only of
loving and reverencing him as Ahura-Mazda, were Mithra without
the Ahriman element in him.

One day as the god, disguised as a shepherd, was wandering
about the earth, he came to Baku, then a dreary, deserted sea-shore,
and found an old devotee of his quarrelling with his wife. Upon this
barren spot wood was scarce, and she would not give up a certain
portion of her stock of cooking fuel to be burned upon the altar. So the
Ahriman element was aroused in the god and, striking the stingy old
woman, he changed her into a gigantic rock. Then, the Ahura-Mazda
element prevailing, he, to console the bereaved widower, promised
that neither he, nor his descendants, should ever need fuel any more,
for he would provide such a supply as should last till the end of time.
So he struck the rock again and then struck the ground for miles
around, and the earth and the calcareous soil of the Caspian shores
were filled up to the brim with naphtha. To commemorate the happy
event, the old devotee assembled all the youths of the neighborhood
and set himself to excavating the rock—which was all that remained
of his ex-wife. He cut the battlemented walls, and fashioned the altar
and the four pillars, hollowing them all to allow the gases to rise up
and escape through the top of the merlons. The god Mithra upon
seeing the work ended, sent a lightning flash, which set ablaze the fire
upon the altar, and lit up every merlon upon the walls. Then, in order
that it should burn the brighter, he called forth the four winds and

midnight the well is again perfectly dry. Not a drop of water, nor a trace of any spring, could be found by
the engineers and geologists bent upon discovering the “trick.” For a whole year, the sanctuary remains
deserted, and there is not even a janitor to watch the poor shrine. The geologists have declared that the
soil of the mountain precludes the possibility of having springs concealed in it. Who will explain the puzzle?
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ordered them to blow the flame in every direction. To this day, Baku
is known under its primitive name of “Baadey-ku-ba,” which means
literally the gathering of winds.

The other legend, which is but a continuation of the above, runs
thus: For countless ages, the devotees of Mithra worshipped at his
shrines, until Zarathustra, descending from heaven in the shape of a
“Golden Star,” transformed himself into a man, and began teaching a
new doctrine. He sung the praises of the One but Triple god —the
supreme Eternal, the incomprehensible essence “Zervana-Akerene,”
which emanating from itself “Primeval Light,” the latter in its turn
produced Ahura-Mazda. But this process required that the “Primeval
One” should previously absorb in itself all the light from the fiery
Mithra, and thus left the poor god despoiled of all his brightness. Losing
his right of undivided supremacy, Mithra, in despair, and instigated by
his Ahrimanian nature, annihilated himself for the time being, leaving
Ahriman alone, to fight out his quarrel with Ormazd, the best way he
could. Hence, the prevailing Duality in nature since that time until
Mithra returns; for he promised to his faithful devotees to come back
some day. Only since then, a series of calamities fell upon the Fire-
worshippers. The last of these was the invasion of their country by
the Moslems in the 7th century, when these fanatics commenced
most cruel persecutions against the Behedin. Driven away from every
quarter, the Guebres found refuge but in the province of Kerman, and
in the city of Yezd.Then followed heresies.Many of the Zoroastrians
abandoning the faith of their forefathers, became Moslems; others, in
their unquenchable hatred for the new rulers,joined the ferocious
Koords and became devil, as well as fire-worshippers. These are the
Yezids. The whole religion of these strange sectarians—with the
exception of a few who have more weird rites, which are a secret to
all but to themselves—consists in the following. As soon as the morning
sun appears, they place their two thumbs crosswise one upon the
other, kiss the symbol, and touch with them their brow in reverential
silence. Then they salute the sun and turn back into their tents. They
believe in the power of the Devil, dread it, and propitiate the “fallen
angel”by every means; getting very angry whenever they hear him
spoken of disrespectfully by either a Mussulman or a Christian.
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Murders have been committed by them on account of such irreverent
talk, but people have become more prudent of late.

With the exception of the Bombay community of Parsees, Fire-
worshippers are, then, to be found but in the two places before
mentioned, and scattered around Baku. In Persia some years ago,
according to statistics they numbered about 100,000 men;*1 doubt,
though, whether their religion has been preserved as pure as even
that of the Gujarathi Parsees, adulterated as is the latter by the errors
and carelessness of generations of uneducated Mobeds. And yet, as
is the case of their Bombay brethren, who are considered by all the
travellers as well as Anglo-Indians, as the most intelligent, industrious
and well-behaved community of the native races, the fire-worshippers
of Kerman and Yezd bear a very high character among the Persians,
as well as among the Russians of Baku. Uncouth and crafty some of
them have become, owing to long centuries of persecution and
spoliation; but the unanimous testimony is in their favour and they are
spoken of as a virtuous, highly moral, and industrious population. “As
good as the word of a Guebre” is a common saying among the Koords,
who repeat it without being in the least conscious of the self-
condemnation contained in it.

I cannot close without expressing my astonishment at the utter
ignorance as to their religions, which seems to prevail in Russia even
among the journalists. One of them speaks of the Guebres, in the
article of the St. Petersburg Vjedemosti above referred to, as of a
sect of Hindu idolaters, in whose prayers the name of Brahma is
constantly invoked. To add to the importance of this historical item
Alexandre Dumas (senior) is quoted, as mentioning in his work Travels
in the Caucasus that during his visit to Attesh-Gag, he found in one
of the cells of the Zoroastrian cloister “two Hindu idols”!! Without
forgetting the charitable dictum: Demortuusnil nisi bonum, we cannot
refrain from reminding the correspondent of our esteemed

4 Mr. Grattan Geary in his recent highly valuable and interesting work “Through Asiatic Turkey”
(London, Sampson Law & Co.) remarks of the Guebres of Yezd—"it is said that there are only 5,000 of
them all told.” But as his Information was gleaned while travelling rapidly through the country, he was
apparently misinformed in this instance. Perhaps, it was meant to convey the idea to him that there were
but 5,000 in and about Yezdatthe time of his visit. It is the habit of this people to scatter themselves all over
the country in the commencement of the summer season in search of work.
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contemporary of a fact which no reader of the novels of the brilliant
French writer ought to be ignorant of namely, that for the variety and
inexhaustible stock of historical facts, evolved out of the abysmal
depths of his own consciousness even the immortal Baron Munchausen
was hardly his equal. The sensational narrative of his tiger-hunting in
Mingrelia, where, since the days of Noah, there never was a tiger, is
yet fresh in the memory of his readers.

Lucifer, March 1891

THE DEVIL’S OWN

THOUGHTS ON ORMUZD AND AHRIMAN
Hail, holy light, offspring of Heaven first-born.
Or of the Eternal co-eternal beam.
... Since God is light
Bright effluence of bright essence increate.
... Satan
Puts on swift wings, and towards the gates of hell
Explores his solitary flight.

-MiLToN

O more philosophically profound, nor grander or more
graphic and suggestive type exists among the allegories
of the World-religions than that of the two Brother-
Powers of the Mazdean religion, called Ahura Mazda and Angra
Mainyu, better known in their modernized form of Ormuzd and
Ahriman. Of these two emanations, “Sons of Boundless Time”—
Zeruana Akarana—itself issued from the Supreme and Unknowable
Principle,! the one is the embodiment of “Good Thought” (Vohu
Mano), the other of “Evil Thought” (Ako Mono). The “King of Light”
or Ahura Mazda, emanates from Primordial Light?> and forms or
creates by means of the “Word,” Honover (Ahuna Vair-ya), a pure
| Though this deity is the “First-born,” yet metaphysically and logically Ormuzd comes in order
as a fourth emanation (compare with Parabrahm-Mulaprakriti and the three Logoi, in the Secret Doc-
trine). He is the Deity of the manifested plane. In the esoteric interpretation of the Avestian sacred
allegories, AHURA or Asura is a generic name for the sevenfold Deity, the Ruler of the Seven Worlds; and
Hvaniratha (our earth) is the fourth, in plane and number.We have to distinguish between such names as
Ahura Mazdao, Varana, the “Supreme” deity and the synthesis of the Ameshaspends, etc. The real order
would be: the Supreme or the One Light, called the Eternal; then Zeruana Akarana (compare Vishnu in his
abstract sense as the Boundless pervading All and Kala, Time), the Fravashi or the Ferouer of Ormuzd (that
eternal Double or Image which precedes and survives every god, man and animal), and finally Ahura Mazda
Himself.

2 Zeruana Akarana means, at the same time, Infinite Light, Boundless Time, Infinit