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REFLECTIONS

WHEN I am annoyed by an ungovernable animal, I am
reminded that the brutes would not oppose man if man
understood and entered into his true relations with all

things. The brutes are unconsciously aware of the general human
opposition, which they see focalized in each human being. When I am
in harmony with all things, men cannot and brutes will not oppose
me. In underrating instinct, the brute is more true than is the man, to
the unwritten Law.

The “idle word” condemned by Jesus is inactivity of Being. It is
the cessation of the homogeneous resonance, the Logos or Word.
The Word in its highest activity is pure spirit; in stagnation it is hell. To
each man it is given in trust for all men; if he misinterprets it he is
tortured. If he sequestrates it, he is condemned to eternal death that it
may be free; for it is eternally free. Through misuse, he may learn its
use. If he denies it, he is lost; for by it alone he lives.

It is better for a man to sin deliberately against the Law than to
chafe under the mandates of conscience. The first is a renegade who
chooses another King; the second is coward and slave who rebels
but dares not disobey. The energy of direct sin may, by reaction, compel
return, but the lethargy of fear bears no fruit.

If you wish to receive, give. If you wish to ascend, descend. If
you wish to live, die. If you wish to understand these words, read
them by the lamp of the spirit, and reject that of the understanding.

Apparent evil is a necessary result of manifestation or duality. The
good alone is in Time inactive. Evil is the balance of good: the
Equilibrating power reigns above and is alone eternal.

When the silent Eternal gives birth to the activity of Spirit in Space
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the worlds are evolved, and, seeking equilibrium, return again to the
eternal silence.    So with the soul of man.

More saving grace may be found in the society of thieves than in
that of fine persons who never reverberate to a true thought. In the
first there is rebound; the latter is the negation of life.

Expiation is the kernal of sin “Evil” containing its own punishment
continually defeats itself, and sows the seed pf “good” in its own
regeneration.

He who would see Perfection must become It. How? By beginning
the attempt. Its first step is the full realization of imperfection in himself.

Path, February, 1889

STRAY  MEMORANDA

WHY not,” I said to a Master’s messenger, “give to all
these gaping theosophical children throughout the
Society, the whole truth at once? Collect all the

doctrines and the interlocking prophecies together, whether about the
world of men or the world of the Gods; arrange all the facts respecting
the evolution of men on the planet, with all the details about dividing
of races and the hidden descent of tribes: then give it out for good and
all.”

Looking at me seriously, he said, “Would they believe it? I think
not.”    But he left behind him some stray jottings. . . .

“The science-worshipping theosophist, thinking that the brighter
day will only come when men of science are convinced that the Masters
know all that is to be known, would have revelations regarding ‘missing
links’ and the dispersion of races. But the dawn of a new age is not
heralded by such divulgements; and to tell the facts before the time
would only result in strife, bitterness, and laughter.

“Not even the devotees of the Worship of the Dead, who follow
after mediums and say that the souls of the deceased return to
detestable surroundings in heated cabinets, would admit a single fact
that militated against pet theories. Yet we know that the souls of good
men who have died do not trouble the world. They leave behind them
the ‘coat of skin,’ full of what wickedness they were unable to disperse
in life. This unsavory remainder is worshipped by the medium-hunter,
and because out of the astral light it reports facts and words not
thought of by the sitters, the real man is accused, and by default
convicted, of returning here. Such spiritualists as believe thus are
consecrating corpses and making Gods of the demons of the air.    Will



NOTES AND COMMENTS 54

they believe this?

“The extraordinary psychical manifestations occurring during the
last forty years all over the Western world have been dubbed by the
‘spiritists’ as the awakening of men and the new, best, last philosophy,
whereas they merely marked the changes beginning in the great heart
and mind of the collective Western man* In relation to what is heralded
and will be, they are as is the changing voice of the youthful chorister
to its full development into a basso profundo.

“By careful and painstaking attention to this worship of the dead,
new forms are created in the astral light, compounded of the reliquae
of deceased people and the matter added by elementals; they imitate
the dead in word, gesture, recollection, and other indicia of identity,
and delude the living, because these elementals like the new
surroundings thus found. One small section only of the elemental
nature is thus affected, but it likes not to relinquish a grasp once taken
upon us mortal-gods.

“Although this Death-Cult calls itself scientific, we have not yet
heard of any careful or other collecting of statistics about appearances
through mediums of the same deceased person at more than two
places at once. But any careful reader can find that such things are
reported every day and no deduction drawn from it.

“The real deceased one in his blissful state after death feels a
twinge every time his shade is called up in the charnel house of a
living medium’s body.

“The money paid to mediums for ‘spirit communications’ is haunted
by astral beings of a certain order. They plunge upon the medium, and
find their appropriate dwelling in the bad and not in the good part of
his nature. The temple of the Holy Ghost is thus turned into a den of
thieves.

“The trajectory of a spiritual being through space is visible to the
human eye from only one point, and very often it is seen as a curved
line when in fact it is otherwise. One sort of elemental being moves in
an epicycloidal curve. Looked at by one person’s eye it is a straight
line, to the other observer it is a curve, while a third sees it as a

triangle.

“Every thought has with it in its journey all the physical, mental,
and moral attributes of the thinker; but the recipient may be able only
to perceive one of those attributes, and then, instead of getting the
thinker’s thought, he may hear the rate of vibration in the body of the
thinker, and all he sees then is a small white star.

“There are beings who have their existence in your body. Some
live but a moment, others for longer periods.

“Where cities are ‘destined’ to be built, whole armies of celestial
beings build an imaginary city and try to induce men to erect the
objective structures there; and the founding of a city is an occasion of
joy or deep sorrow for those who can see the nature of its builders.

“There are certain spots in the land now uninhabited, over which
swarm hosts of elementals. They have their own city there, and when
men pass that way they whisper to them, show pictures of a city, of
its buildings, and its future; and soon or late the human beings come
and erect their dwellings there.

“Your American continent is full of these spots, and crowded with
memories of past glories that elbow each other for space.

“Although each thought goes on through infinite space, many
thoughts sent out from your mind are, so to say, lost on the way; for
they meet opposite thoughts or stronger ones which deflect them from
the course desired, and they thus fly on to a goal not in the mind of the
thinker, or through weakness of impulse they fall easily away from
the appointed orbit.

“In one aspect the Astral Light may be compared to a howling
mob of rival musicians, each engaged on a different tune. Who enters
there has need to know how to distinguish the right tune, or dire
confusion will result in his mind.”

URBAN

Path, February, 1889

STRAY MEMORANDA
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ON   DISAPPEARANCE

ED. NOTE.—The aphorism of Patanjali on the subject of this

article is No. 21,  Book III,   and   in   the American  edition

reads as follows:
By performing concentration in regard to the properties and essential

nature of form, especially that of the human body, the ascetic acquires the
power of causing the disappearance of his corporeal frame from the sight of
others, because thereby its property of being apprehended by the eye is
checked, and that property of sattva which exhibits itself as luminousness
is disconnected from the spectator’s organ of sight.

In the old edition and in that published later by M. N. Dvivedi, the
word used for concentration is sanyama. This is to be translated as
concentration, and also “restraint,” which comes to the same thing.
The aphorism raises the issues made by modern science that no
disappearance is possible if the object be in line with a normal eye
and there be light and the like. Hypnotism has for some made the
modern view a little doubtful, but many deny hypnotism, and the cases
of disappearance in those experiments have all been but
disappearances for the senses of but one person who is admittedly
under some influence and is not normal in organ and function. The
author cites alleged cases of complete disappearance of ascetics from
the sight of normal persons normally exercising their senses. It is not
a case of hypnotism collectively or otherwise, but should be
distinguished from all such. In hypnotic cases normal function is abated
and the mind imposed with an inhibiting idea or picture which seems
real in action to the subject. In the cases of the ascetics there is left to
those about perfect control of their organs and senses, the powerful
mental action of the ascetic bringing into play another law, as indicated

in the aphorism, which prevents the senses, however normal, from
seeing the form of the ascetic. Form, it is held by the occultists of the
school to which Patanjali must have belonged, is an illusion itself,
which remains for the generality of people because they are subject
to a grand common limitation due to the non-development of other
than the usual senses. It would seem that all clairvoyance might prove
this, as in that it is known by the seer that every form visible to our
eye has extensions and variations in the subtler parts of its constitution
which are not visible on the material plane. The iliusionary nature of
form in its essence being meditated on, one becomes able, it is held, to
check the “luminousness of sattva” and thus prevent sight. This does
not mean that ordinary light is obstructed, but something different. All
light, gross or fine, is due to the universal sattva, which is one of the
qualities of the basis of manifested nature. And besides showing as
ordinary light, it is also present, unseen by us it is true, but absolutely
necessary for any sense-perception of that sort, whether by men,
animals, or insects. If the finer plane of this luminousness is obstructed,
the ordinary light is none the less, but the result will be that no eye can
see the body of that person whose mind is operative at the time to
cause the obstruction of the luminous quality mentioned. This may
seem labored, but it is in consequence of our language and ideas that
such is the case. I have known some cases in the West of
disappearances similar to those mentioned by the foregoing article,
and in Secret Doctrine and, I think, Isis Unveiled are some references
to the matter where the author says the power conferred by this is
wonderful as well as full of responsibility. While very likely no
Theosophist or scientist will be able to use this power, still the cases
cited and the explanation will go towards showing that the ancient
Rishees knew more of man and his nature than moderns are prone to
allow, and it may also serve to draw the attention of the mind of
young Indians who worship the shrine of modern science to the works
and thoughts of their ancestors.

Path, January, 1894

ON DISAPPEARANCE



NOTES AND COMMENTS 98

RIG-VEDA  ON  GAMBLING
The following excellent remarks are probably the oldest in the world

upon the vice of gambling. They are found in Rig Veda, x. 34. It is admitted
that these Vedic hymns are anterior to the time of Homer and Hesiod. The
Hindus claim an antiquity for them which carries us back thousands upon
thousands of years prior to the oldest date allowed by European Orientalists.
Those who have a theosophical acquaintance with the Vedas will incline to
the estimate of the Hindus, inasmuch as European opinion is constantly
altering on the subject, and besides has not had quite a century of experience
in which to form itself. Muir says these hymns were composed certainly
1000 years before our era, but that is too ridiculously low an estimate and
will have ere long to be revised upon further proofs and discoveries. The
present hymn is given as showing what was then thought of gambling.

THE tumbling airborne products1 of the great Vibhidaka
tree delight me as they continue to roll upon the dice-board.
The exciting dice seem to me like a draught of the soma-

plant growing on Mount Miyavat. My wife never quarrelled with me
nor despised me; she was kind to me and to my friends. But I for the
sake of the partial dice have spurned my devoted spouse. My mother-
in-law detests me, my wife rejects me.    In my need I find no comforter.

I cannot discover what is the enjoyment of the gambler any more
than I can perceive what is the happiness of a worn-out hack horse.
Others pay court to the wife of the man whose wealth is coveted by
the impetuous dice. His father, mother, brothers cry out: “We know
nothing of him; take him away bound!”

When I resolve not to be tormented by them because I am
abandoned  by  my friends  who    withdraw  from  me,   yet  as soon

as the brown dice, when they are thrown, make a rattling sound I
hasten to their rendezvous like a woman to her paramour. The gamester
comes to the assembly glowing in body, asking himself “Shall I win?”
The dice inflame his desire by making over his winnings to his opponent.
Hooking, piercing, deceitful, vexatious, delighting to torment, the dice
dispense transient gifts and again ruin the winner; they appear to the
gambler covered with honey. Their troop of fifty-three disports itself,
itself disposing men’s destinies like the God Savatri whose ordinances
never fail. They bow not before the wrath of the fiercest. The king
himself makes obeisance to them. They roll downward, they bound
upward. Having no hands they overcome him who has. These celestial
coals when thrown on the dice-board scorch the heart though cold
themselves.

The destitute wife of the gamester is distressed, and so too is the
mother of a son who goes she knows not whither. In debt and seeking
after money the gambler approaches with trepidation the houses of
other people at night. It vexes the gamester to see his own wife and
then to observe the wives and happy homes of others. In the morning
he yokes the brown horses—the dice; by the time when the fire goes
out he has sunk into a degraded wretch. He who is the general of
your board, the first king of your troop, to him I stretch forth my ten
fingers to the east in reverence. I do not reject wealth, but I declare
that which is right when I say:

Never play with dice; practice husbandry; rejoice in thy prosperity,
esteeming it sufficient. Be satisfied with thy cattle and thy wife, the
god advises.

O dice, be friendly to us and no more bewitch us powerfully with
your influence. Let your wrath and hostility abate: let others than we
be subject to the fetters of the brown ones, the dice.

Path, July, 1893

             1  The seeds of the tree used for dice.

RIG-VEDA ON GAMBLING
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CULLED  FROM  ARYAN  SCIENCE

RAIN CLOUDS

In the Vishnu Purana it is said:

“During eight months of the year the sun attracts the waters and then
pours them upon the earth as fain”; and,

“The water which the clouds shed upon the earth is the ambrosia
of the living beings, for it gives fertility to the plants which are the
support of their existence: By this all vegetables grow and are matured
and become the means of maintaining life.”

JUPITER’S SATELLITES

In the Vishnu Purana Jupiter is named Brihaspati, and is described
as having a golden car drawn by eight pale-colored horses.    This
refers to his satellites.

ORIGIN OF PLANET MERCURY

The Puranas have a legend that the moon was originally in Jupiter’s
house but was seduced into living with Tara (the present path of the
moon), the result of which was the birth of Mercury, meaning that
Mercury was withdrawn from its original orbit into its present one
nearer the sun.

THE END OF THE WORLD

This event is brought about, the Puranas state, by the rays of the
sun dilating into seven suns which then burn up the world.

THE EARTH’S SPHERICITY

The earth, situated in the middle of the heavens and composed of the five
elements, is spherical in shape.

—Aryabhattiyam

A hundredth part of the circumference of a circle appears to be a

straight line. Our earth is a big sphere, and the portion visible to man
being exceedingly small, the earth appears to be flat.

Some fancy that those on the other side of the earth have their
heads hanging down. Just as we live here, so do the rest, and feel in
no way uneasy.

Those at the north have for their zenith the north, and those at the
south, the south pole; the equator forms the horizon for both, and both
find the heavens move from left to right and right to left, respectively.—
Goladhyaya

THE ATMOSPHERE

The atmosphere surrounds the earth to the height of 60 miles, and
clouds, lightning and the like are all phenomena connected with it.—
Ibid.

POLAR DAYS AND NIGHTS

For the period when the sun is north it is visible for six months at
the north pole and invisible at the south, and vice versa.—Ibid.

PLANETARY LIGHT

The earth, the planets and the comets all receive their light from
the sun, that half towards the sun being always bright, the color varying
with the peculiarity of the substance of each —Laghvaryahattiyam

CURRENTS IN EARTH AND ITS OCEANS: AND BLOOD CIRCULATION

Just in the same way as there are arteries for the circulation of
blood in the human body, the earth has undercurrents lying one over
the other.— Varahasamhita [We find now that the gulf-stream is a
well defined current in a great body of water, and in the Mediterranean
two currents run out and in over one another. On land are many well-
defined rivers running all their course underground.]

Path, April, 1889

FROM ARYAN SCIENCE
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A  PROPHECY  ABOUT  THEOSOPHY

THERE are alleged to exist in India certain Sibylline books
called Nadigrandhams. As the name indicates, they are
compilations of astrological statements of predictions, and

are supposed to contain actual prophecies fitting into the lives of
inquirers as well as into the history of a village. They resemble the
Sibylline books of Rome, which prophesied, it is said, for over two
hundred years, all the important events in the affairs of the Eternal
City.

In May, 1885, Col. H. S. Olcott, President of the Theo-sophical
Society, hearing of some of these books in Madras, had an interview
at the headquarters with the astrologer who possessed them, in the
presence of two witnesses.

In reporting the predictions in the May article1 he left certain blanks
saying that he would speak regarding it in twelve months, and that the
unpublished portion concerned the welfare of the society.    The
prophecy was:

The society is now. April 3, 1885, passing through a dark cycle, which
began August 24, 1884; it will last nine months and sixteen days more,
making seventeen months for the whole period. By the end of fourteen
months next following the seventeen dark months, the society will have
increased threefold in power and strength, and some who have joined it and
worked for its advancement shall attain gnyanam.2 The society will live and
survive its founders for many years, becoming a lasting power for  good; it
will survive the fall of governments.

And you (H.S.O,) will live from this hour, twenty-eight years, five
months, six days, fourteen hours, and on your death the society will have
156 principal branches, not counting minor ones, with 50,000 enrolled
members; before that, many branches will rise and expire, and many members
come and go.

At the time the society was founded in 1875, the editor of this
journal was present in New York when the proposed name was
discussed, and it was prophesied after the selection had been made
that the organization was destined to accomplish a great work, far
beyond the ideas of those present. Since then many members have
followed the example of Buddha’s proud disciples and deserted the
cause—others have remained.

In Paris, in 1884, the Coulomb scandal had not exploded, but
warnings of it were heard. One night in the Rue Notre Dame des
Champs, an astrologer consulted a nadigrandham for a reply to
queries as to what was brewing. The reply was: “A conspiracy; but
all will be suddenly discovered, and will come to nothing.”8 Such was
the result as to the discovery, and for the balance of the later prophecy
let time disclose.

“The desire of the pious shall be accomplished.”

Path, April, 1886

1 See No. 68 (May, 1885) Theosophist.
2 Gnyanam is translated “higher knowledge “ which does not merely mean acquirement of

greater so-called mortal or ordinary knowledge, hut that kind of knowledge which is only
attained by rising to higher spiritual planes, and which transcends the highest of ordinary
knowledge of the greatest literati or scientist.

3   This was written then to various persons in Paris, London, New York, and India.

A PROPHECY ABOUT THEOSOPHY
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THE  PRESS  AND  OCCULTISM

WHEN THE PATH first appeared on the scene, the World
and the Sun, two prominent daily newspapers of New
York, devoted a large space to a criticism of this journal

anent a prophecy concerning the Theosophi-cal Society based on
certain books in India called Nadigrand-hams, and took pains to say
that we were all only superficial dreamers and dabblers, but at the
same time the Sun itself displayed ignorance of the subject. We then
went on to record, among others, a prophecy as follows:

The Sanscrit language will one day be again the language used by man
upon this earth, first in science and metaphysics, and then in common life.
Even in the lifetime of the SUN’S witty writer, he will see the terms now
preserved in that noblest of languages creeping into the literature and
press of the day.1

Already  our words are coming true,  and even in the paper

that abused while it advertised us.    In that  paper of January

2d, appears this editorial paragraph:
For the space of III years from today we are to have the figure 9 in our

years, and the occultists, who put much stress upon numbers, predict that
the condition of mankind will be greatly improved over all past times
during this period. It is the age of Kal Yuga.

In this is a reference, in seriousness, to “the Occultists,” together
with more superficial statements of what those persons say, nearly all
of it wrong, chiefly that the Occultists “predict that the condition of
mankind will be greatly improved over  all past time during this period.”
What they do say is, that things will grow worse in reality instead of

better. But at the end of the paragraph we find the paper referring to
the present age as the age of “Kal Yuga,”—which ought to be Kali
Yuga. The same “witty writer” who criticised our superficial oriental
knowledge probably wrote the lines above and forgot to inform himself
that Kali Yuga means Dark Age, and hence he grew tautological.
Still, we can forgive him, inasmuch as probably several hundred
thousand readers of the Sun read the statement, and will remember
“Kali Yuga,” two words from the Sanscrit, after the journalist who
wrote them has ceased airing his superficial attainments.

In other journals we can find numerous references to such Sanscrit
terms as Nirvana, Satwa, Devachan, Ishwara, and a host of others,
all taken from Sanscrit metaphysics and philosophy.

On the whole, therefore, we begin to see a beginning of the
fulfilment of the prophecy made so long ago.

Path, February, 18

1 PATH, May. 1886.

THE PRESS AND OCCULTISM
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THE  SCREEN  OF  TIME

FOREVER hiding futurity, the Screen of Time hangs before
us, impenetrable. Nor can it be lifted. Its other side may
have pictures and words upon it which we would like to

read. There is such a desire in the human heart to know what the
coming days may hold, that if there be pictures on the hidden side of
the Screen we long to see them. But fortunately for us in our present
weak condition we may not look behind. Standing in front, all we are
privileged to perceive are the reflections from human life thrown upon
this side known as the present, while the pictures that have been
there in the past turn themselves into background and distance,
sometimes bright, but oftener gloomy and grey.

*       *       *

A very pernicious doctrine is again making an appearance. It is
weak, truly, but now is the time to deal with and destroy it if possible.
It is the theory that the best way to overcome a tendency—of any
sort—of the physical nature, is to give way to it. This is the dreadful
doctrine of Satiation: that the only way to deal with lust and other
things of the lower plane is to satisfy all cravings. By argument this
may be shown to be an evil doctrine: but fact overcomes all argument,
and it is easy to discern the truth to be that satiation of a craving does
not remove its cause. If we eat, and dissipate hunger, the need for
food will soon be felt again. And so with all cravings and tendencies
which  are classified as bad or low,  or those which we wish to get rid
of. They must be opposed. To satisfy and give way to them will produce
but a temporary dullness. The real cause of them all is in the inner
man, on the plane of desire whether mental or physical. So long as no
effort is made to remove them they remain there. The Voice of the

Silence is against the doctrine of satiation most clearly, and so are the
voices of all the sages. We must all wish that this pernicious idea may
never obtain a hold in Theosophical ranks.

*       *       *

The desire to see the fulfilment of lugubrious and awful prophecies
is a singular one for good men to hold. Yet many Theosophists have
this most strange peculiarity. They have read and heard of certain
prophecies said to have been made by H.P.B. about calamitous and
disastrous times to come in Europe; of a new reign of terror; of sinking
continents and destroyed nations. They had to these the improbable,
vague and sometimes hoaxing prophecies by astrologers and old
women. Then they begin to wish all these most terrifying things would
come to pass so that their prophets may be justified. Every time a
slight jar occurs in Europe they feet the terreur is at hand. But it does
not arrive. Surely we ought to be satisfied with an ominous prophecy,
if we believe in it, and be content to let its fulfilment be delayed for an
extremely long period. We do not need prophecies, in any case,
because out of our present deeds future events are made. Those
among us who wish, as I said, for the realization of forebodings are
the croakers of the movement. Even among the singular people called
Theosophists they are singular, but their peculiarity is both unhealthy
and useless.

In 1888 I had a morning conversation with H.P.B. at the
Landsdowne Road house in London, upon the spread or weight of the
Theosophical movement. I said that it was sometimes appalling to
remember the millions of people in America alone, in comparison with
the few Theosophists and Theosophical branches: what hope was
there of our making a change in national character in any land?    Her
reply was that, while it might seem discouraging looked at in that way,
it was really not so. “Look,” she said, “at our beginnings in 1875,
when no one knew of Theosophy, and only jokes greeted our amazing
efforts for publicity. But now we have come into the papers and
magazines. We have made a distinct impression on the mind and
literature of the time. This is much to have done.”

There is abundant proof of this on every hand. Our name is now

THE SCREEN OF TIME
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well understood. Writers may allude in their sketches to Theosophists
and Theosophy without fear of castigation by the editor. There are
two recent conspicuous instances. The N. Y. Herald, in December
last, had an article in which this occurs:

“No man on the globe knows how to keep a hotel as the American
does.    He is a perfect Mahatma at the business.”

Here is this great word abused, it is true; but that does not damage
it. It has reached in less than twenty years the familiar treatment
which it took in India centuries to come to. There they often use it as
a term of reproach, on the principle that to call a man that high and
great thing which he cannot be is to abuse him.

Again, in the Cosmopolitan for December last—a magazine
widely read—there is a story by Zangwill called “Choice of Parents,”
on the abolition of compulsory reincarnation. The sketch deals entirely
with the ante-natal world and reincarnation on the earth. Not long
before the author had something in the English Pall Mall Magazine
wherein Theosophy, Theosophists and reincarnation were mentioned.
I do not know who will have the hardihood to deny the great share the
Theosophical movement has had in bringing about this change.

*       *       *

At the present time one of the most urgent needs is for a
simplification of Theosophical teachings. Theosophy is simple enough;
it is the fault of its exponents if it is made complicated, abstruse or
vague. Yet enquiring people are always complaining that it is too difficult
a subject for them,and that their education has not been deep enough
to enable them to understand it. This is greatly the fault of the members
who have put it in such a manner that the people sadly turn away. At
public meetings or when trying to interest an enquirer it is absolutely
useless to use Sanskrit, Greek or other foreign words. Nine times out
of ten the habit of doing so is due to laziness or conceit. Sometimes it
is due to having merely learned certain terms without knowing and
assimilating the ideas underneath. The ideas of Theosophy should be
mastered, and once that is done it will be easy to express those in the

simplest possible terms. And discussions about the Absolute, the
Hierarchies, and so forth, are worse than useless. Such ideas as
Karraa, Reincarnation, the Perfectibility of Man, the Dual Nature,
are the subjects to put forward. These can be expounded—if you
have grasped the ideas and made them part of your thought—from a
thousand different points of view. At all meetings the strongest effort
should be made to simplify by using the words of our own language in
expressing that which we believe.

Path, February, 1896

There will be a change in the title of this magazine when issued
next month. It will appear as THEOSOPHY instead of as THE PATH. This
change is thought advisable for many reasons, one of which is the
^distinctiveness of the present name. “Theosophy,” as a word, has
become familiar throughout the civilized world, and a certain definite
though not always correct meaning has been attached to it. One of
our chief objects will be to spread a proper understanding of its
significance, as well as to remove false impressions concerning it.
One of the chief results of the change will be an increased familiarity
on the part of the public with the word; and it is a word that has a
power in it, sufficient in itself to change the tenor of a man’s life, as
experience has shown in more than one instance.

Among  other  important  results   that   should   follow from the
change, one of which I have already touched on, a very considerable
increase in the circulation will be effected, it is hoped. Each reader
will doubtless help to bring this about by reading THEOSOPHY on the
street-cars, in the trains, and in other public places where many eyes
will be caught by the well-known name on the cover of a magazine.
Once seen it will not be forgotten. So as this is a Theosophical venture
I invite the cooperation of Theosophists the world over in making it a
success. Nothing can be accomplished without you; everything with
you; and the last and apparently least of you is not always the most
helpless.

*        *        *
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A contributor sends me the following communication, which I fully
adopt:

“In Lucifer’s ‘Watch-Tower’ (December, 1895) the editor
undertakes to explain finally the question of Mars and the Earth-chain
of Globes Considerable assurance is shown in the expression of the
views thus put forward, only surpassed, perhaps, by the assurance
shown when the same writer expressed diametrically opposite views
about two years ago in an article on ‘Mars and the Earth’ (THE PATH,
vol. viii, p. 270; Lucifer, vol. xiii, p. 206). That article was written by
its author in New York for publication in both journals.

“The editor of Lucifer, now saying, ‘The facts [recently revised]
are these,’ proceeds to state that Mars and Mercury are globes of the
Earth-chain. In the article on ‘Mars and the Earth,’ already referred
to, the same writer stated that Mars and Mercury were not globes of
the Earth-chain, correctly pointing out that to hold that they were
would violate the fundamental principles of H.P.B.’s teaching, and
concluding with the words, ‘And so, once more, we find the Masters’
doctrines self-consistent.*

“It would be useless to revive all the points in a discussion which
was amply ventilated nearly two years ago. In an article entitled ‘Mars
and Mercury,’ by William Q. Judge, which appeared in  the PATH

(vol.  viii,  pp.  97-100) the   matter   was well summed up as follows:
The two Masters who had to do with Esoteric Buddhism and the

Secret Doctrine have distinctly said: first, that none of the other globes of
the earth-chain are visible from its surface; second, that various planets are
visible in the sky to us because they are in their own turn fourth-plane
planets, representing to our sight their own septenary chains; third, that
the six companion globes of the earth are united with it in one mass, but
differ from it as to class of substance; fourth, that Mr. Sinnett misunderstood
them when he thought they meant to say that Mars and Mercury were two
of the six fellow-globes of the earth,—and this correction they make most
positively in the Secret Doctrine; lastly, they have said that the entire
philosophy is one of correspondences, and must be so viewed in every
part. ... If we admit that Mars and Mercury are two visible planets of the
sevenfold chain belonging to the earth, then the consistency of the
philosophy is destroyed, for as it is with planets, so it is with man. Every
planet, considered for the moment as an individual, is to be analyzed in the
same way as a single human being, subject to the same laws in the same

way. Hence, if two of the principles of the earth are visible, that is, Mars
and Mercury, then why is it that two of man’s seven principles are not
visible, in addition to his body? In his sevenfold constitution his body
represents the earth in her septenary chain, but he cannot see objectively
any other of his principles. The philosophy must be consistent throughout.

“If the editor of Lucifer carries these recently revised ‘facts,’ as
given in the last December issue, to their logical conclusion, we may
expect in future issues of that magazine a record of some entertaining
experiments in clairvoyance with the object of ‘finding Smith’s physical
body,’ with the possible result that it will be discovered as Jones, a
wanderer on another continent, blissfully ignorant that Smith is his
Kama or lower mind, as the case may be. Smith’s Buddhic or other
principle will perhaps be found objectivized as a Hindu yogi—but
what would happen if the yogi were to die before Smith? And how
about Smith’s four invisible principles (Globes A, B, F, and G), supposed
to be careering through space in bewildering independence of law,
rhyme, reason or analogy?

“On the whole, the teaching of the Secret Doctrine is likely to
remain the standard,  at least of common-sense,  and  I for one prefer
to think that neither the principles of the Earth-chain nor the principles
of man are physically separate from each other in different parts of
space, but that all are in ‘coad-unition,’ as the Master wrote.”

*       *       *

Students will do well to refer to the former discussion on this
subject, sufficiently complete to render further comment needless.
The following articles should be read in this connection: PATH, “The
Earth-Chain of Globes,” vol. vii, pp. 351 and 377, continued in vol. viii,
p. II; “Mars and Mercury,” vol. viii, p. 97; “How to Square the
Teachings,” vol. viii, p. 172 (this follows an article by A. P. Sinnett on
“Esoteric Teaching”); “Mars and the Earth,” vol. viii, p. 270. Lucifer,
vol xiii, pp. 55-58, giving short criticisms by W. Kingsland, “C.J.” and
“G.R.S.M.” of Mr. Sinnett’s article; vol. xiii, p. 206, “Mars and the
Earth,” by Annie Besant. Students should also refer to “A Word on
the Secret Doctrine” giving quotations from a letter of Master K.H.’s
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to Col. Olcott, which appeared in the PATH, vol. viii, p. 202, with a
preliminary note signed jointly by Annie Besant and William Q. Judge.

*       *       *

The recent remarkable discovery by Professor W. C. Ront-gen
of the fact that a photograph can be obtained of an object surrounded
by an opaque covering is of immense value to Theosophy and
Theosophists. If a living human hand, for instance, be interposed
between a Crooke’s or Lenard’s tube (through which is passed a
discharge from a large induction coil) and a photographic plate, a
shadow photograph can be obtained which shows all the outlines and
joints of the bones most distinctly. It is even stated as a result of later
developments of this discovery that a dense body can in the same
way be made transparent to the human eye.

These researches show that opaque matter so-called is not
impenetrable to light-rays. It is an old Theosophical statement that
matter is permeable,   and to human sight,  and is no obstacle to the
astral senses. In these discoveries by Prof. Rontgen and others it is
even shown as permeable to gross physical light. H.P.B.’s statement
should not be forgotten that before many years important discoveries
would be made by science tending to vindicate the teachings of
occultism

And once more science has the “spiritualist” on the hip; for the
latter never heard from his spooks about these “cathode rays” that
make a hard iron box transparent. Why is it that the spirits in
Summerland never give out these things, but prophesy all sorts of
matters and events that don’t fall true?

*       *       *

Mr. Edward Maitland has recently issued a memoir of Dr. Anna
Kingsford, in which there is an interesting account of her continuous
attack on vivisection and vivisectionists. So bitter was her feeling
against all those who practised this form of “scientific research,” as it
is called, that she claimed to have turned the force of her will against
two of them with a view to their destruction—with success, she

afterwards said. Certain it is that the two vivisectionists died. Elated
by her achievement, she wrote to Mme. Blavatsky proposing a joint
psychic onslaught on these miserable sinners wherever they could be
found, in the hope of killing them off en masse. To this proposal H.P.B.
is recorded as having replied in the following clear and noteworthy
words:

I feel sure and know that Master approves your opposing the principle
of vivisection, but not the practical way you do it, injuring yourself and
doing injury to others, without much benefitting the poor animals. Of
course it is Karma in the case of Paul Bert. But so it is in the case of every
murdered man. Nevertheless the weapon of Karma, unless he acts
unconsciously, is a murderer in the sight of that same Karma that used him.
Let us work against the principle, then; not against personalities. For it is a
weed that requires more than seven, or seven times seven, of us to extirpate
it.

*       *       *

H.P.B.’s words are of great importance. Mania to act as Chief
Executioner of all disapproved and disapprovable things was  not
confined to Anna Kingsford. Members  of the Theosophical Society
have been known to burn with a passionate longing to act as agents
for Karma, forgetting that the sword of the Executioner is a two-
edged sword, forgetting also that they do not know Karma, and are
held responsible by Karma for the mischief they will inevitably work.
The absurdity of such an attitude of mind does not deprive it of a
certain pathetic aspect. See these people, impure themselves, thinking
they can either forcibly purify the world or can legitimately punish
others for their impurity! The pathetic aspect comes in when they are
so deluded as to call the proceeding “self-sacrifice.” It would be real
self-sacrifice for such people to sit still and attend to their immediate
duty.

*       *       *

The Indian Section of the Theosophical Society proposes to take
away the first object of the Theosophical Society, to-wit, the attempt
to form a nucleus of a Universal Brotherhood, and insert in its place

THE SCREEN OF TIME



NOTES AND COMMENTS 2524

some high-sounding phrases, derived from the Brahmans who now
control that Section, about spirituality and identity. These phrases will
allow Universal Brotherhood to sink slowly out of sight. A Committee
of Revision, appointed by the “European Section T.S.” in July, 1895,
has reported in favor of these words: “To promote the recognition of
the spiritual Brotherhood of Humanity.” A majority voted in favor of
this alteration, but there are minority reports. But as the reigning
magnates and high-cock-a-lorums of 19 Avenue Road favor the
change, it will probably be made by the Convention of the “European
Section T.S.,” to be held next July. The Theosophical Society in
America, with the similar Societies in Europe and Australasia, will
thus be left as the only part of the movement upholding Universal
Brotherhood.

Path, March, 1896

This magazine enters upon the eleventh year of its existence with
the present number. Its new name will in no way alter its purpose or
character, but, as stated in the last “Screen of Time,” THEOSOPHY will
more explicitly proclaim these to the general public than the old title—
The Path. Already the good results of the change have become evident,
for soon after the announcement of the alteration had been made
new subscribers came forward and will doubtless continue to do so.
But the efforts to increase the circulation of this magazine are made
with the sole aim of spreading a true understanding of the Theosophical
philosophy among the people, and only in so far as THEOSOPHY can be
of use in that giant undertaking will it fulfil its mission. It is to be hoped
that readers will keep the same aim in view, and will make the
watchword for the present year that given elsewhere in these pages
by Dr. Buck-Organize and Work; for work, unfaltering work, is the
first expression of brotherhood, and organized work is the second as
well as the last expression of the same ideal. Masters, knowing how
to work with nature, are the most perfectly organized body in the
world; for nature as a whole and in all her departments is the faultless
type of organization, and, as one of the Masters wrote, they “but

follow and servilely copy nature in her works.” Let this year, then, be
one of Work and Organization.

*       *       *

There are several hindrances to the doing of good work by
individuals, with resulting loss to the movement. These are all
surmountable, for hindrances that are insurmountable are nature’s
own limitations that can be used as means instead of being left as
barriers. One of these surmountable and unnecessary hindrances is
the prevalent habit of reading trashy and sensational literature, both in
newspaper and other form. This stupifies and degrades the mind,
wastes time and energy, and makes the brain a storehouse of mere
brute force rather than what it should be—a generator of cosmic
power. Many people seem to “read from the pricking of some cerebral
itch,” with a motive similar to that which ends in the ruin of a
dipsomaniac: a desire to deaden the personal consciousness. Sensation
temporarily succeeds in drowning the voice of conscience and  the
pressure that comes  from  the soul  that so many men and women
unintelligently feel. So they seek acute sensation in a thousand different
ways, while others strive to attain the same end by killing both sensation
and consciousness with the help of drugs or alcohol. Reading of a
certain sort is simply the alcohol habit removed to another plane, and
just as some unfortunates live to drink instead of drinking that they
may live, so other unfortunates live to read instead of reading that
they may learn how to live. Gautama Buddha went so far as to forbid
his disciples to read novels—or what stood for novels in those days—
holding that to do so was most injurious. People are responsible for
the use they make of their brains, for the brain can be used for the
noblest purposes and can evolve the most refined quality of energy,
and to occupy it continually with matters not only trivial but often
antagonistic to Theosophical principles is to be untrue to a grave trust.
This does not mean that the news of the day should be ignored, for
those who live in the world should keep themselves acquainted with
the world’s doings: but a fair test is that nothing not worth remembering
is worth reading. To read for the sake of reading, and so filling the
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sphere of the mind with a mass of half-dead images, is a hindrance to
service and a barrier to individual development.

*        *        *

When two or three or more Theosophists meet together socially,
what should they talk about in the absence of uninterested strangers?
It may be said that they should talk like any other people, but this
ought not to be the case. The usual worldly custom is to bring up for
conversati on unimportant matters, often in regard to persons, not
infrequently to their detriment, or in regard to transient events, and to
discuss these without relating them to permanent and basic principles.
Many people talk for the sake of talking, as others read for the sake
of reading, regardless of results. But those who know that a “single
word may ruin a whole city or put the spirit of a lion into a dead fox”
will be more careful of their words. Apart from that aspect  of the
question,  it should be evident that for people who profess to be
interested in Theosophy to meet together without discussing it is to
fritter away their time and opportunity. To babble out words does not
help on the evolution of humanity or inspire any other idea but the
natural one that such conversation borders on the idiotic. Nor is there
any reason why conversation should not be at once interesting and
instructive. It can easily be led into such channels by anyone present.
No one has a right to excuse himself on the ground that “the others”
would talk gossip, or about clothes or games or similar things; for a
few words and, more important still, a proper attitude of mind will at
once lead the conversation into the proper channel. And here again
any extreme should be avoided. There is a right time and a wrong
time for the discussion of games, clothes, food, and so forth, and
there is a decided limit to the usefulness of such discussion. Other
topics should be dealt with when fellow students are so fortunate as
to meet together. They at least should never part without conversing
on some ennobling and uplifting subject that will help them in their
work and study. To make that a rule would not only insure much
positive good; it would insure against much positive harm.

*        *        *

The French press has recently been thoroughly aroused by the

tragic fate of young Max Lebaudy, the multi-millionaire. Inheriting a
huge fortune from his father while quite young, he soon became
notorious on account of his eccentric extravagance and folly. On
reaching the age of twenty he was obliged to serve his time in the
army like any other of his countrymen, rich or poor. As he had already
succeeded in gaining an unenviable notoriety he was constantly
watched by newspaper reporters, especially by those of the radical
and socialist press, for fear he would not be treated like the son of
some poorer man. But he was not strong, and though his health soon
gave way his superior officers did not dare allow him relaxations that
would have been granted to other conscripts, for fear of the outcry
that would have been raised by the radicals.    So Lebaudy had soon
to be sent to a hospital, wellnigh dead. The press, disbelieving in his
illness, at once proclaimed this an outrage, hinting that he had bought
up the officers and doctors and was shirking active service by means
of his wealth. Afraid of newspaper disapprobation the doctors sent
him from hospital to hospital, trying to pass on the responsibility to
others, till at last Lebaudy died. Then came the usual reaction in the
public mind and he was soon glorified as a martyr by the opposing
section of the press. As pointed out by Francisque Sarcey in the March
Cosmopolitan, the whole story well illustrates the object fear of public
opinion in which so many people stand. They will abandon any duty
and almost commit a crime to avoid condemnation or harsh criticism
by a majority of their fellow men. They act and talk with one
predominating idea in their minds—what other people will say. As a
failing this is more marked in some parts of the world than in others,
it being particularly active in the more conservative countries where
class distinctions are a matter of much greater moment than they are
in America. But even in America this failing is not unknown, though
there is less excuse for it here. Such pandering to the opinions of
other people is despicable, and should be eradicated from the mind
where questions of right and wrong are concerned. It is one thing to
conform to custom in matters of form, so long as the form is not
harmful, and this should be done as an acceptance of the environment
in which one is born. Freedom does not consist in violating either
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national or social laws, written or unwritten; but in boldly living up to
one’s standard of what is right, in the strict performance of duty in
spite of any condemnation from others, and in unswerving obedience
to principle rather than to precept. Such freedom absolves men from
mental allegiance to the daily press. The question “What will they
say?” then ceases to be of any importance, since in no case should it
be a factor in the determination of what should be done.

*       *       *

Max Lebaudy’s case further offers a good example of Kar-mic
action in one of its aspects.    His great wealth was derived in the first
place from the French people. Its possession placed him in a prominent
public position, so that he no longer belonged to himself; he belonged
to France. He was played upon, as it were, by the Karma of France.
His follies, his deeds, and especially his misdeeds, appeared on a
proportionately large scale. His prominence, due solely to his wealth,
caused his destruction; and though people envied him for this wealth
they would not have accepted it if they could have foreseen to what
it would lead. In the same way a person of international reputation
shares to a certain extent in the Karma of the nations that look upon
him as a celebrity and whose thoughts are turned towards him. He
has to suffer for it while the poor man and the man of apparent
insignificance are affected in correspondingly less degree by national
and international Karma.

Another lesson that can be drawn from Lebaudy’s history is the
one-sidedness of the brotherhood proposed by people of all nationalities
who make a great parade of “Liberty, Equality and Fraternity,” but
whose brotherhood is one of hate rather than of love. With them it is
too often a question of forcibly depriving the rich man of his possessions
for the supposed benefit of the poor man, and of inspiring the poor
man with hatred for everyone who is better off than himself. A great
many political movements whose party cry is brotherhood actually
produce the reverse effect, and, instead of working for a universal
brotherhood, they work for a carefully selected brotherhood exclusive
of most.

*        *        *

It is fortunate for the Christian Church that every now and then a
popular preacher comes forward to vindicate truth at the expense of
orthodoxy. It would be difficult to find a successor in this respect to
Henry Ward Beecher, whose oratory was famous throughout the
English-speaking world, and whose fearlessness of thought made him
at once a terror to all straight-laced believers in verbal inspiration and
a religious saviour to those who wished to  cling to  a church,  but who
had been embued with the then novel theory of evolution. A not
unworthy successor seems, however, to have appeared in the person
of Dr. Lyman Abbott, the pastor of the large and influential church in
Brooklyn to which Beecher used to draw such an immense
congregation. He preached a sermon a short time ago on “The
Theology of Evolution” that was widely reported in the press. In it he
ridiculed the idea of a manufactured universe, strongly supported
evolution, and attempted to prove that a man might still “hold the
Christian faith” while believing in the gradual development of humanity
and the rest of nature. Telling his congregation that it was not
uncommon in past centuries to discuss at what season of the year
God created the world, he is reported as having quoted one mediaeval
writer who argued that it must have occurred in the autumn because
apples were ripe then—at which there was naturally “a laugh all over
the house,” as the reports state. If this liberal preacher continues to
think as well as to talk, he may yet discover that reincarnation is the
outcome of a belief in evolution, and that this doctrine is as much
apart of Christianity, in the true sense of that word, as it is of Buddhism
and Hinduism.

WILLIAM Q. JUDGE

Path, April, 1896
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