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The Irish Theosophist. 

LETTERS TO A LODGE. 

VII. 
CmrRADES.-Rcplying to a former letter of mine, you say that 

some persons ha\"c ach·anced the follo\\·ing argument, to wit: 
•·That may use bodies, but they ne\·er interfere, or notice, 

or take interest in temporary affairs." 
This is not an "argument." It is a statement of belief, unaccom-

panied, as you put it, by reasons. It would not be noticed among 
people of good breeding, for the reason that it expresses a dogma, a 
creed, a personal belief, and one would not criticize such, any more 
than one would criticize the dress, or the manners, or the features of 
another. There is a good breeding of the spiritual plane-little as 
some may think it-and it exists in ethics as well as in psychical life, 
and it forms a part of the mental equipment of true souls, 
freed from the shackles of self-conceit. 

If, ho\\"CYcr, anyone were to ask whether my experience agreed 
with that statement, I should frankly reply that it does not. Even 
upon its face it is illogical and against reason. Fur \Yhy should Masters 
ha\·e or n,.;e bodies-which boclie,.; arc go\·crnecl by two brains-if all 
questions relating to the physical plane are to be excluded from tlw,.;e 
brains, the engines or motors of this plane of human life? There is 
some truth in the statement, I helieve, but it needs a discriminating 
care. And I must admit that a feeling of indignation will, at times, 
arise in my heart against the cruelty-that worst form of cruelty which 
seeks to fetter the mind-exercised hy those who make a veiled state-
ment of that kind, knowing that other minds will be entangled in it, 
while they themsel\·es, the only fit guardians of the truth in their own 
eyes, are sa\·cd from falsehood, and also from laying the truth before 
the multitude, by \·erbal double-dealing. 

It is true. aml may well lift our he:1rls. that Great Nature always 
Those who hring us to dcll!ht and de,;pair become angel 
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visitors entertained unawares if, through the pain to which they bring 
us for purposes of their own self-seeking, we learn to think for our-
seh·es. The race has not yet learned how to think ; .:'Ilanas is too 
recently acquired ami is not yet fully involved by that race as a \Yhole. 

Let us, then, set aside interlopers and thresh out this matter for 
ourselves. \\' e understand the ".:\Iahiitma" to be a perfect Soul. And 
by the term "Adept" we mean one far advanced in practical occultism 
but not yet a Mahatma. It is stated on the authority of H. P. B. and 
abo i 11 letters from himself, tha: .:\I aster K. H. \vas not yet a ".:\Iahatma" 
at the time when he wrote the letters in ::.rr. Sinnett's Ocwlt TVorld. It 
would appear un\\·ise, a waste of energ;y, tlwt one of the very rarest 
product:; of ::\atun:-the Mahatma-should do work for which less 
ad\·ancecl members of the GRE.\.T LoDGE are fit and able. And this is 
true. as a rule. But just as there is no gap in the ladder of Evolution, 
so there is no gap in that of the GRE.\.T LoDGE. and we may hence 
expect to find, and I believe that we do find, some one Great Being 
whose duty it is to preside over all that relates to the evolution of men, 
from our present plane on to the highest planes, and to assist. both by 
his own powers, knowledge and action, and by those of his hierarchical 
supporters, assistants and pupils, in that great work. For to THE 
LoDGE this is the greatest work; it is THE \VoRK. Those who are 
engaged in deepest spiritual research, wholly remote from this earthy 
plane of ours, still pursue that arduous toil for man; Man, the final 
word of the manifested uni\·erse and the first promise of Spirit-per-
fectible .:'Ibn and .Man perfected. If the Maldtma, in his duly appointed 
place and work, is to help man, he mn:-;t take interest in this plane, of 
which man to-clay almost wholly is, in which he li\·e,; and from whose 
chains h<e must rise. There always ha\·e been and there always will be 
natural di:-;tinctions, departments, duties in the uni\·erse, just as white 
light can always be decomposed into rays. There are l\Iahtitmas whose 
specialized function it is to watch 0\·er the East and other:; who watch 
o\·er the \\"est; there are those who watch on the starry confines of 
this globe and those who \Dtch its teeming interior; there are tlwse 
who search the Light and those who question the Dark; but each has 
e\·olyed to his place and his duty and all pass along the rounds of uni-
versal duty, all great and none le:os. Else analogy has 110 \'oice and 
Law-or the SC\lllence and order of Being-no me:ming. 

It is my belief that the :-.raster, or .:\Llld.tma, \\·hose special function 
it is at this period of time to watch m·er the involution of .:\Ianas and 
its e\·olntion by and through Egos now embodied in the \Vest, is He 
whom we call ',[ah:ltma .:\Ion·a. Bnt name Him as Hlll please. or let 
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still-be namcle,;s. Him as a Great Soul known 
only to some at\yanced men "BY ITS Lr(;wrs," ant! to others by its in-
tlueuce. \\'e may be sure that matters not h;n·ing to do ,,·ith the e\·olu-
tiou of human souls engage him not. Buying awl selling, marrying 
and burying-, the mart and the home, all these countless details of 
human interest are but effects of pre\·ious causes, and the :-bster deals 
not with them. but the Law runs ib course. The :-raster deals not ,,·ith 
them as such. But also, we clo not know when. precisely, any gi,·en 
matter has to do with the eYulution of the soul. A man is a fool \Yho 
would limit the action of a power he docs not fully understaml. \\' e 
may know, and some of us belie\·e this, the :-Iakltmas occupy 
themseh·es with all men and temling tmYards c:Tolution, by 
which I mean tending tO\\·arcb unin:ersality. It \\'(luld be strange in-
deed if they did not. He who climbs helps those below him. else he 
ri:-;ks one day to stand upon the peaks of solitude. In such an interior 
solitude the perfect soul \\·ill never be found. So the Master would 
naturally-i.e., in virtue of his own nature-help the leaders and 
\\·orkers of a spiritual mo\·ement so long as these \Yere capable of beiug 
helped at alL But he would do so upon strictly hierarchical lines, by 
duly appointed means and agents and agencies, all e\·olved to the point 
where reception and com prehension were possible. Obsen·e the pro-
cesses of ?\ ature. In X ature, "gratitude'' has its cosmic expression in 
that law by which a stream makes its bed along the line of least resist-
ance and follows that alone. 

In the Tao are these beautiful thoughts, sent to me by a friend. 
"Effecting difficult things while they are easy, and mauaging great 
things in their beginnings-this is the way of Tao. Therefore 
the wise man takes great accnun t of small things and so never has any 
difficulty. Transact your business before it takes form. 
The tree which fills the arms grew from a tender shoot." 

The last part refers to the mind, and its purification and wisdom, 
for from it all actious spring. But also it is very true that in \·cry small 
things, nnobsen·ed by the crowd, lie the great results of the future. 
And why? Because all exists first upon the astral or etheric plane as a 
nodule, or embryo form. \Vhen these forms first come into activity 
upon one plane-and it is usually as \Yhat we call "thoughts" in human 
minds-they appear trivial; yet the right impetus c.m make them great. 
And that man or woman who has power to evoke the soul, and the high 
qualities of the sonl, in others, that person has touched diviner things. 

the lite elementab are ohstructi\·c while the grosser 
energ-ies are inactiYe or suhdne<L 
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There is not space for me to extend these sugg-estions, but you can 
do that better than I. Yet one word more. 

There is far too much talk of proving things of the spirit and soul 
by the things of sense. \Vould you smell, touch, hear, see the perfect 
Soul? \Vhen yon know that Soul, there may be further lessons for yon 
in the way the vibrations of its ethereal body or its thought-bocly affect 
your nervous fluid; but you will never prove the independent existence 
and perfectibility of the Soul to the world by any such means. You 
will only fall amid jeers and laughter. Rather say boldly: "I know the 
Soul by its touch upon my soul, and the Spirit by that which is name-
iess among men." In 77tc of tlzc Silence we find that all senses 
must merge in the concealed sense before we can find the }.faster. 

such appearances are more rare than you suppose. In a 
letter published in Tlzc Occult fVorld, nlahatma K. H. says how very 
rare such an appearance is, that it is only in great crises. The ocean 
rolls between me and my books, but seek the quotation for yourselves. 
And the use of physical terms is forbidden to Chelas in this connection. 

You will find, I think, that in most cases the Teacher teaches 
through the mind. He may, and doubtless does, instruct his special 
agents in other ways. But the appearance of his form is so rare because 
the student's mind creates an ideal image in his own mental sphere, 
which image can be made visible. The can use it as a vehicle 
of communication, but a special training on the part of the student is 
necessary before he knows how to form such an image out of the proper 
grade (or plane) of no-z•c fluid. In this secret lies the whole difference 
between right or wrong interpretation of the message sent through that 
form or vehicle, which may appear to speak, so far as your eyes and ears 
are concerned. Consider a moment. The "message" is vibratory, if 
real-a vibration sent along the Akasha. If the atoms of which you 
have composed this image are not atoms of a very highly evolved 
etheric substance ("light," as the occultists call it), those atoms do not 
vibrate "purely," i.e., in consonance with the vibration, and you get a 
sense impression which is incorrect. It is for this reason, among 
others, that at least seven years of scientific training are required 
before the pupil can even begin, and far longer before he can be ex-
posed to the energic play of the real Mayavi-Rupa of a .Mahatma unless 
there is an Adept near at hand to protect him >vithout undue waste of 
energ-y. In The Path for June you will find more upon this theme. 

J c\SPER N 
(To bt nml inucd.) 
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BrT concerning the Breath-beings, brothers, I do not \\"ish you to be 
ignorant. You know that you were once of the common herd, decei\·ed 
by means of the voiceless Shells, e\·en as you were allured. For that 
reason I make known to you that no one speaking by the Breath of God 
calls Jesus a temple-offering; and no one can speak of Jesus as :\laster 
save by the hallowed Breath. Now, there are diversities of magical 
powers, but the same Fire-breath. To one through the Breath 
is given the \Vorcl of \Visclom; and to another, the \\'orcl of Know-
ledge, according to the same Fire-Breath: to another, the 
energizing of forces; to another, speaking by soul-inspiration; to an-
other, the discerning of Breath-beings; to another, various symbolical 
languages; to another, the interpretation of mystery-languages. 
Desire ardently the better magical powers-and yet I point out to you 
a more excellent Path. 

Though I speak in the symbolical languages of ::\Ien and of Messen-
gers divine, but ha<k' uot Lo<'c, I am become but sounding brass or a cym-
bal clanging. And though I have speech soul-inspired, and know the 
:Mysteries all, and all the Secret Lore; and though I have all \Visclom, 
so that I could remove mountains, but ha<•c not Lo<·c, I am nothing. 
And though I give away all my possessions, and allow my body to 
become parched up, but ha<-·c 1wt Lm•c, it profits me nothing. 

Love is patient, is kind; Lo\·e does not em·y, does not vaunt itself, 
is not inflated, does not appear fantastic, seeks not the things of self, 
is not irritated, does not impute evil; rejoices not in injustice, but takes 
glad share in the \Vorld-Soul; accepts all things, understands all things, 
bears patiently with all things. 

Love perishes never, whether soul-inspired speech shall cease, or 
symbolical languages be made an end of, or the Secret Lore be abolished. 
For our knowledge is from a fragment, and our soul-inspired speech is 
from a fragment; but when the Period of Consummation shall have come 
that which is from a fragment shall be clone away with. \Vhen I was a 
child I talked as a child, thought as a child, imagined as a child; but 
when I became a man I put away the things of a child. For IWW we 
see as by means of puzzling images in a mirror; but then, face towards 
face. Nm<' I know only from a fragment: hut !/ten I shall know again 
even as again I am known. Ami thereafter shall abide \Visdom, Reali-
zation, and Love, these Three; but the gTeatest of these is Love. 
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Follow Lm·e. he desirous for the but more that yon 
should speak soul-in,.;pirecl. For he who speaks in a symllOlical language 
speaks not to but to God: no one hears, but by the Fire-breath he 
speaks But he who speaks soul-inspired speaks to :-Icn for 
an upbuillling. an evocation, an exhortation. I give thanks to 
my God that I speak symbolical languages more than you all; yet in 
the Society I would rather speak five words with my own Soul, that I 
m:ty teach others abo by word of mouth, th:tn coun tlcss \\·ords in a 
mys kry -j a rg-nn. 

H. P. B. 

following extracts from the letters nf H. P. Bla\·:ttsky are in 
se\-cral inst:tnce,.; prophetic. Acldres,.;ccl to more than one person, the 
originals arc all in the possession of the sender. Some are written as 
late as I89o, as will be seen by the allusion to Mrs. Bcs:tnt's trip to 
America. Two are evidently to Mr. Judge (so stated), who was pre-
vailed upon to give them to friends on account of their prophetic 
nature.-ED.] 

"If, knowing that\\'. Q. J. is the only man m the E. S. in whom I 
have confidence enough nut to have extracted from him a pledge, he 
mi:;undcrst:lncb me or doubts my affection for him or gratitude, then in 
addition to other things he must be a flap(loodle. There is 
nothin.;.; I would not do for him and I will stick to him till death 
through thick and thin. He say,.; :tnd write,.; and prints he is 
my ag-ent (of the :.I aster rather, not mine). Therefore it is easy for 
him to ,.;ay that any alterations are as by my,.;clf. And look 
here. if he clue:; protest again,.;t what I :;ay about him in my 
forthcoming Instructions, then I will curse him on my death-heel. He 
does not know w!tat I do. He ha,.; to be defended whether he will or 
not. He has much to endure and he is o\·erworked. But so ha\·e I, 
and if he threatens me with such a thing [as resignation J then I had 
better shut up shop. I\Iay our Savior, the mild J estb, ha\·e him 
in his keeping." 

"He zdw docs all alld t!tc bl's! that lie can and know,.; 
E:-.:ol-CII for Them. This is a message" for Judge. Hi,.; Pat!t 
beat Tl1!' Tlz<,Jsop!tist out of sight. Il is mo,.;t excellent. 
Pa!lz i.> lzis ,·,Tti;icat,, for him in Tltcosoph)·." 

hmY docs 
hegins to 

T!tc 

Oh. my poor crushed chum, what wouU I gtvc to help 
him. I tn· tel hl' 11·ith him :ts much a,.; I c:1n. I am oftc'll watching- him. 
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I-Ie should gather strength from one who is oftener with him 
he knows of." 

"J lHlge ,,·hom I trusted more perhaps than I did Olcott-
or myself." 

":.Iy Co-Fonnller, \V. Q. Judge, General Sec:-etary in c\.merica." 
":.Iast"r <<'ants Judge til he elected for lir·e, for reasons of His own 

-that's God's truth. . . Less th:m yon would I want to see X--
or anyone (saw J11<lge) elected for life .... But if I do not like the 
ide:1 it is because I trust 110 one any longer, save Judge, and Olcott 
perh:1ps. I have lost my last faith in man kinll :J.tHl see :1ml smell 
(rightly, if yon p!e:J.se) Jnda,.;es e\·erywhere. But with Judge it is 
cliJTerent. 

":.Iy clear \V. Q. J. my friend. . Judge has 
done for me so much lately, I owe him such gratitude. there is nothing 
I \vonld not do for him. 'Pon my word, I ne,·er knew I c:1red 
so much for him personally. . . I will ne\·er forget Judge's loyalty 
and devotion. his unswerving friendship 

"Thanks for all, my dear old chum [\\'. Q. J.J: may the :\[asters 
prntect him. His e\·er and till and .\.FTER death." 

[Tu \V. Q. Judge.= "\Vel!, sir and my friend, the crisis is 
neanng. I am ending my S. D. and you arc going to replace me, or 
take my place in America. I know yon will ha\-e success if yun do not 
lose heart. but do, do remain true to the :.bsters and their Theosophy 
and THE :s-.um. l\Lly They help you :md allow us to give you 
our best blessings. I am offered any amount of mone_y, an income, 
hoard, lodging, all free to come to America and work without you, i.e., 
against. I rather lose the whole American lot to the last man, 
X-- inclu<lell, than YOL Perhaps soon now, you will know why. 

Kuw be so kind as to \Hite to me plainly (so that I could read) 
what yon expect me to do am! what I must not do. And I giz•e you 1Ji)' 

;:,·,Jrd that I shall follow your instructions. Let us understand each 
other. mutually. But till now no one ever said to me a word about yon 
:J.sking to do this or that. \\rrite to me direct :111d I will llO it. Good-
bye, my Irish crocodile, arHl may Masters protect yon." 

.-\ffairs and eYen h may be turn eel off by unseen hands 
in to such a grooye that you will he unanimously electell for life-just 
as Olcott :111d I wer"-to go on with the work after our deaths. Do 
you un <lerstand what it means? It means that. unless you consent, 
you force me /,, a mistntbit' life and a :\liSER,\BLE DE.\.TH, with the idea 
preying upon my mind that there is an end of Theosophy. That for 
se,·eral yc:1rs I will not he able to help it on. anll stir its course, because 
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I will have to act in a body which will ha\·e to be assimilated to the 
Nirmdnakd_l'a, because even in occultism there are such things as a 
failure and a retardment and a misfit. Nothing that you \Yill 
do will ever be discountenanced by me, my belO\·ed \V. Q. J." 

"If I thought for one mommt that Lucifer will "rnb out" P,lfh I 
would never consent to be the editor. But listen, then, my goorl old 
friend. Once that the :Masters ha\·e proclaimed your P,lflt the best, the 
most tlzcosopltical of all theosophical publications, surely it is not to 
allow it to be rubbed out. . . . One is the fighting, combati\·e :\Ian as; 
the other (Patlz) is pure Bndclhi. Lucifer will be Theosophy 
militant and Patlz the shining light, the Star of Peace. If your in-
tuition does not whisper to yon 'IT IS so,' then that intuition must be 
wool-gathering. No, sir, the Path is too well, too tlzcosop!zical(l' edited 
for me to interfere." 

"I trust J uclge more than anyone in the world. He has 
numerous enemies who work against him underhand and openly too, 
as -- does. Now I have to hold in check and connterwork their 
machinations when they write or say to Olcott that Judge is a liar, etc. 
Now this is a -- lie. I am thinking of going to U. S. with 
Annie Besant when the spirit mo\·eth me." 

"The night before last, hO\w,·er, I was shown a bird's eye view of 
the present state of Theosophy and its Societies. I saw a few earnest. 
reliable Theosophists in a death-struggle with the world in general and 
with other nominal but ambitious Theosophists. The former are greater 
in number than you may think, and tlzq prcz•ailcd, as )'Oii in Aml'rica 
<i'ill prcz·ail if you only remain staunch to the Master's programme and 
true to yourselves. Is Judge ready to help me to carry on the sacrifice 
-that of accepting and carrying on the burden of life, which is hea,·y? 
l\Iy choice is made and I will not go back on it. I remain in England 
in the midst of the howling wolves. Here I am needed and nearer to 
America; there in Adyar there are clark plots going on against me and 
poor Olcott." [Note b_J' A-.-And one "plotter," who is named by 
H. P. B., still plots to-day.] 

[To \V. Q. J uclge. J "Take my place in America now and, after I 
am gone, at Adyar. If you have no more P,ersonal ambition than I 
ha,·e-ancl I know )'Oil lzaz·c not, only this will be 
no more sacrifice for you than it was for me to have Olcott as my Presi-
dent. I am yours truly in the work forever. Dispose of me. 
I will help you with all my powers. 

"\Vdl, I lun-e raised a 'Frankenstein' [the T. S.J, ancl he seeks to 
de,·mtr me. Yon alone can sa\·e the fiend atHl make of him a 1111111. 
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Breathe into him a soul if not the spirit. Be h1s in the 1.7. S. 
am! may the of my SLTI·:Rrol'S and yours dc:scend on you. 
Yours-the 'old woman,' but one ready to offer yon her inner life if 
yon begin a!lll proceed with the work. But :ts the: ranks thin 
around us, and one by one onr best intclkctnal forces depart. to turn 
bitter enemies, I say-Bles:-;ecl arc the pure-hearted who h:l\·e only in-
tuition, for intuition is better than intellect .... Yours e\·er, H. P. B." 

"THE JGDGE C.\SE." 

Cor.. H. S. Or.ccnT. l'n·.cid, !1!-llmndtr !Itt· T!ttrsc'/'ltim! S,•ric(J' of 
11/c:i' Yurk. 

lh:.\R Cor.OXEL,-Last June and July I laid before you the point 
that I was ne\·er elected Vice-Pre;;ident of the "Theosophical Society"; 
consequently that office was then known to you to be vacant. The 
decision then arri\·ecl at by yon, :.h. Bertram J.::eis-htley and :.rr. George 
R. S. Mead that I was \-ice-President was inv:llid. of no eJTect, and 
quite contrary to the fact. The original notification to the public that 
my name was attached to the office was merely a notice of your selec-
tiun, without the authority of the Society yon are the President-Founder 
of, and without any election b,· :l competent. n:gnbr :1ml representative 
convention of that Society. I also informed yon in July tlwt no notice 
was given to me of the said inv:llid selection. 

A long and bitter fight has been W:lged by :.:Irs. Annie Besant and 
others, one of the objects of which is to compel me to resign the s:1id 
office which I do not hold. I h:we refused to accede to their requests, 
and would refuse even did I hol1l that I w:ls les-ally the Vice- Pn:sident. 

But as I haye \Yorked :l long time with you in the cause of Theo-
sophy, and am with yon one of those who helped H. P. B. to st:lrt the 
American movement in r875; as I would aid yon in all proper ways, 
and since I he:lr that you are to be in London this summer to "settle 
the Judge case," as yon ha\-e proclaimed, I nmv beg to again point out 
to you that I do not hold, and never held, the olfice of Vice-
President of :1ny Theosophical Society of which I :1111 a member, and 
that yon can consider this as my decbration that I cannot ancl will not 
oppu,;e your filling the said so-called office. in any way yon may see fit, 
either arbitrarily or otherwise. 

\\-hile 011 this point. I \\onld say to yon that my signing my name 
hitherto "\.ice-Presidc:nt" was in ignorance of the important facts 
since ascL·rt:tinell ,.;ho\\'ing C<JllclttsiYely the d, jizdo charactt:r of the act. 
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Shonld yon why, then, I the objection :-;o l<lll.!2," ago a,; July, I 
reply that the .:\[a,.;tc:r \\·hom you think I do not hear from directed m•.c 
to do so, and at th:1t time I found only the fact of non-election in 
,;upport of it.-Fratemally, 

J1/a_J' 81/z, ;,\'95· 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR. 
!lzc Editor of THE IRI:iH THFOSOP!IIST. 

Sm.- .:\Iay I request your insertion of the: follo\\·ing- lc:tter to 
Eclitur of T!;,· r:rllall, for \\'hich I wish to :iCC\lre a \\'irle circulation. I 
abo :1:-;k Y'Hlr pe!·mission to say, throug-h y<mr co]u;nJh, that the Cuun-
te:-;,; \\'acltt:nei:.;ter has apparently misl!J)([erstood me to sa\· that I 
bc:lieYed H. P. Bl:n·abky to ha\·e re'inc:lrn:lkcl in a physical body. I 
nen•r had and h:l\·e not such belief. I ha\·e no upon the 
suhjecl. one \\'ay or the other, but I at\\·ay,; inclined and clo still incline: 
to t.he contrar:· belief. I also belie\·e H. P. n. to be con:;cion,;ly working-
on the inner planes of Being. 

Countess \\'achtmeistc:r apparently has reference to a crmfillcntial 
con\·crsation, of no immedi:1tc inte;est to the public, \\·ltich related to 
quite another point.-Sincerely your,;, 

Ji<r_l' ;,1'01. 
DE,\R SIR.-Having· re:Hl in TILe r·tiilllll for .:\ray, IS<)_;. the statc-

Jll('llt of Il<.·,.;:mt in regard to the" Chinaman" epi,;ocle. I ask your 
editorial courtc;;\· in order to sa\·, definitc:h· :Jn(l cle:nk. that that ,;tak-
mcnt. a,; :-;u:h. Is wholh· incorrect. I do. not Ll:'l' the \Yorcl "untrue" 
bec:1!he. t" my mind, tliat worcl \\·onld imph· a con:-;cious moral per-
ver,.;i,m on the part of .:\Irs. Besant. \\·hile I rlo not know-I ha\·e 1w 
lllC:lTIS ur kll<l\\·ing·-\Yhat her State Ol CO!l:-iCiOU:-ille:-':i i:-;. \\'hen workiug 
with or for :\Ih. Bes:mt, whether in .'l.:nerica or in England, I 
r'cquirL·d from hcr her directions in <<"TiliNe;·. iu order t<J guarautee myself 
ag·:lin,;t he::· ccm,.;tant forgetfulne:-;s aml her clwr:1cteristic inability to 

herself t<l be mi,;takcn. an inabilit,· which I \\'as wont to ctll 
"her ,;unspot." Xo human :ooul can maiiltain itself above its mn1 c:);_-
pericncc for any gre:tt leng-th of time; my experience inclinl·s me to 
the belief that .:\Irs. ant, \\'hen she changes her men t:tl atti tuclc. 
for;.;ets much of what she thoug·ht and said under the in:1tlelJCe of a 
prinr ,;tate of consci<ll!S!le:is. Examplc:s of this on hcr part are not 
\\·:wting·, en:n from the Eugli;-;h daily press. I say 
that t/1,· s!akmnil. as such. i;-; not true: to L1.ct . 

.:\Irs. lk,.;ant herself rc<plc,.;tecl that .:\[r. .:\Icad he not tolcl \\·lw the 
Cllitl:llll:ln \\'1.;-;, :JlJ(l in re,.;ponsc: to to 1111· to the coJJtr:tn·. 
She: ,c;:J\T :1,.; re1.son .:\Ir. .:\Icacl's ·· tc:clin:.;<' :l!ld also the pre\·alc:nt 

,._1,1· ,f the lllL·ll!bers other lwuscJt,>ld at 1<1 .• \ 1·enue Rnacl. in re•":tnl 
to Lhc· r:eLti<nh hdl\-cen herself and other<. ;)he u:-;ed the wonb: ':'. llo 
n"t :c·ll thL·.:-ie children." l\n promise of :'elTL"'\. \1-:ts :lskecl from hc:r at 
th.il ;Jltc:·\·icl\·. ''r en-r. so far as my kllD\\·kd:.;·" ,c;·""": hut I understood 
tl1:1t the· ll'll.li tdii,•ritr/ in\·iolahility \\':t,.; illlplic·d. it 11·:b not worded. 
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nc,.;:1llt :ocnt me a letter frnm Tnrli:1. cpwtul in "Lncifcrian 
Legends."' :uldre;-,SCrl insirk to llr. !(ci:-;IItky, the Chinaman and lll\·se!C. 
In ·that letter she tlut it he not sho\Yn to :\Ir. :\Tr_·:Jrl :mel L\\·o 
others lnamecl; one. :mother of her 0\Yn\ bt:oc:m,.;e she n:unerl 
the Chinaman. If ;:,·t h:1d :>kerl her to keep the matter pri,·ate: if the 
wish for tcm·anb the,.;e pcr,.;ons was ours, \Yhy ask us not to sho\\' 
them the letter? 

If "\Irs. Be:-'ant :\[r. Har:-;T•l\'C to tell "\[r. :\Iead of l1is identitY 
and "\Ir. Hargron: failccl trl rl<l so. \\·hy her praise of "\Ir. l!:cqc;ro,·c:'s 
moral \Yorth in letters to me from Tndia mach later? 

As to the matter of I lnYe a letter from :\[r;;. Be,:ant \\·hich 
gncs into that snhjcct in relation to 1•) .• \\·crinc 1\":lll. \Yith clear aml 
ki11dh· criticis:n of her h<mscholrl. 

\\'hilc I c:mnot ignore bcts-at!Cl f:1c·t,.; nf rr:corrl-it is not my 
\Yi:ih to pu],[jo-;Jt these letters. \\'liicJt arc uf :l ch:1r:ll'lcl'; 

hut on n1y n:·tllrn tu En:2;l::mrl I conte:nphtr.: for their 
in:-;pcctirl!l ]J, some honorable pcro-;lllh, lliirkr tlrr_· :11!:'pices of the 
General Secrc:t:1n· i"r Europe 1yon;·selt" : in t!Jc· of a sudden and 
deep famih· atnictiun I cannot now giYc m\· ;n ind to such matters. 

It \\·a:-, my hnpc that the literature of cnntl'ntir•n \\·onlrl pa,.;:-; into 
olJli1·ion \Yithont the sma!lc:-:t cuntrihntion from me. Lr:t others fnli1l 
their Karma uninte:-ruptctl by m,- intrn:iion. Bnt the· attack of :\[r. 
:\[ead upon :\Ir. Harg-ro\·e. anrl th:tt of :\Irs. lle,;ant upon Tlr. 1-.:r:i!..;·htlc,-
for telling the truth klt<>\\'11 to him. lea\·e:-o me no altenl:lti\·e if I 
\\·rJUl<lmaintain the ri!._;ht of other:-, to "\Ia1· I he: p:mlom:rl 
the ,;ngge,.;tion that the:-e are of priYate life to \\·hom truth :mel 
h"nor are none the )e,.;:-; ,-it:dh· de:tr. llr:c:UL:ie the1· rlu nol !ll:lke of them 
proi\.:,;:-;ional adjnncb? .. I \1.-onlrl h:n·c> yun to l'\-c :111 honur of 
111\. o\\·n, a,; gnod as your,_;, I don't prate ahont it all ,l:Jy long. as 
if it ,,-:b :1 :niracle to ha1-c an\". It quite natnr:tl to me·; I 
keep it in it:' br1:-; till \Yantcd." So <JIIc uf :-lte1·clls<m's most 
li,·inc; char:1ctn". 

There arc those \\·hom it i,; to inrpn:-;n and impe:tch 
-ill tJrco or the pre,.;ent ,;c)f-rj il:lc' ll\11_]lrrc:lk-lJCC:1ll:ie the\· 
will not lr ·t that noble saying of :\l:l,;tcr 1.;.. II. in the lcttn,; of }'It,· 
o,·<tr/1 II . . 

\\·,, ,.;ee a ya:-;t anwunt of dit'!nctH"'l' !wti\TUI the t\nl qn:tli-
tie" of tl\·o eqn:Ll :unounts of ener,!._;T IJ\· t11r1 11iL"tl. of \dwtn 
••ne. let ns suppose. i.,· 011 Iii.,· ;-,·,tr lrl /;is dail:l' <JIIid ;-,·or!.·. :tnd d/1,>1/z,·r is 
<'II /;is Zi'llt' f,, do!Oiti/(t" a td/,,,·,·-,It',r/;rrt" a! !lit" _,·tali,,ll. \\·hill' the 
men of sc-ience see nunc;-

The italics are mine. \\'e arc. all of th. 111 danger of forgcttinc; 
tlw,_;e early Lmdmark,.; set up to direct pionel'rs np•m the tntr_' thu>-
Srlphical path: \Yhy not thv111 :ttre,.;lt, then? 

In Cilndnsiotl. I beg t .. :':l\. tll::t a,; m:· daih· \\·o;·rl i,; my ,,·onl ot' 
honor to me. and T ,.;t;·i\T e,·,·r to brine; that murr: and more intrJ 
accord \\'ith the l:m·,; \1·hid1 .1ionc arc true·, I c:tn "1:!-. :tilinn tlut 
the :1 11r1n· j,.; a tntc :tccount of 11·hat tonk pL:cc: 1Jvt-nrc· 1. 
snch :;,.; l \\r>\:lrl gi\·c:-:1tlll \Yill .!.,;"i\·c· \\·hut nnckr oath in :t 
COll"l of jn:-<ic·c·. J:ut I h:t\'e no dbirco t•J i:Jllttcll in their free 
ch"i<·co lwt\H"UJ thl trne :1nrl tlre t111tn1c· R t di"crimin:tcirJ!l is 
thc:it· pr;\·ilc-:-;·e. It i,.; onh· atl:\itn1,Ic- t}r,· • :nd•J!Jlllcolll uf the 

\ iL\\". 
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11/ay Ifllt, IS05. 
DEAR Sm :\.XD BROTIIER.-:.rrs. Annie Besant has succeeckcl in 

breaking her own record. Very soon after the death of H. P. B. we see 
her rushing 0\·er to America, bringing accusations against Colonel 
Olcott, clamoring for his renw\·al. Omitting minor inst:lllces, ,,.e next 
find her writing of H. P. B. as largely responsible for the "crimes" oi 
her fa,·orite pupil. In both case:-; acting priYately and speaking of both 
Colonel Olcott and H. P. B. meamd1ile in the highest terms, for the 
benefit of the public. .-Hter iniorming se\·eral persons that Mr. Judge 
wa,; a "f"orc.;cr," umlcr promi:-;es of sccr-cc,·. me next find her publicly 
attacking him, one by one all ,,·ho do not agree with her in 
this re,;pect arc :Hlclccl to her little li,;t of criminais-Dr. Archibald 
Kcightlcy being the latest addition. Fortunate!\· there is too much oi 
comedy in the situation to permit of serious indignation for any length 
of time. 

In the A.pril issue of Lucifer, Dr. I..::eightlcy \\"rote in regard to 
Chc-ycw-Tsiing and Mr. nfead's traye,;ty of e\·enb in relation to the 
writing of "Sume Modern Failings." J)r. I..::eightley stated that it was 
at Mrs. Besant's express desire that Mr. Mead was not tolcl as to the 
personal identity of the writer. "B. K." volunteered a footnote to the 
effect that Mrs. Besant denied this statement. In the :\fa\· issue ofTrm 
IRISH THEOSOPHIST I wrote that I must refuse to believe such a thing 
of :\Irs. Besant until I saw it 0\·er her own name. This was because I 
knew Dr. Keightley's statement in regard to :\[rs. Besant's connection 
with the matter to be correct in e\·erY detail. 

And now, in the :.ray V1ihan, .Mrs. Besant offers this denial for 
\Yhatever it may be worth. She flatly contradicts Dr. Keightley's 
account. and gi\·ing this as her only instance. ha,;es upon it one of her 
characteristic accnsJ.tions, amounting to a charge of wholesale lying-
namdy, that Dr. I..::eightley has been circulating '·many extraordinary 
and fal:-it.: slakments" about her during her absence from England. 

I do not \Hite in order to defcncl Dr. I..::eightley. It would be 
simply absurd tu offer a defence when }k:-:ant i,; the only accuser 
and the onh· ,,·itness. It would, in an\. ca,;e, bt.: ab:mrd to defend him 
from a char:'-i·c of ,;nch a nature. But it i,; a goocl in:-,tance of the mental 
clelu:-;ion from which :\Irs. Besant would appear to he suffering. It is, 
in am· case, mY dut\" to state the facts. 

Dr. Keightley ,\·rote in "Luciferian Legends": "\\" c therefore sug-
gested that l\Irs. Besan the told who the Chinaman was. This was clone 
on the evening of Friday, Oct. 6th, rS93, in our sitting-room at r7 • 
.-\venue Road, Mrs. Besant, J\Irs. I..::eightley, :\[r. Hargro\·e ancl myself 
being present. :\Irs. Keightley, who has always had a loyal rcg::trd for 
:\I r. :\Iead. then suggested that :\[r. :\I eacl be told. Mrs. Bc,.;an t opposed 
this, on the grouncl that the feelings of l\Ir. :.read would be hurt. . . . 
However, :\[rs. Besant adding, 'Do not tell these children' (referring to 
l\Ir. and other residents at headquarters), it was then agreed that 
no one ,;l)()uld he told." 

:b ,;tat<.:tl by Dr. Keightley, I was present during the whole of that 
com·crsation. n;1tnrally follo\\"ing it with the clo:;e:;t attention, making· 
a ll<ltc of it i11 lll\. diary that same e\·cnin:-; (tlws being able to supply 
the date\ :1ud I .c;i\·e Ill\' worcl of hOJl<lr th:tt Dr. T..::t.:i:-:,htley's accmmt as 
aho\·c :;ct forth i.' :1ccnrate in detail. 
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. And whrtt the fourth pcr,;on present In the ::\Iay V,i/uw 
:\Irs. Besrtnt denies the above rtcconnt. putting fon\·anl an exactly oppo-
site statement. asserting. "On the contrary. I ach·ise<l ::\Ir. Hargro\·e to 
tell Mr. ::\Iead." The fact is, the \\'hole of Mrs. Besant',.; first paragraph 
does not contain a word of truth, and the oni\· correct strtkmcnt made 
in it is the short sentence: "The facts are ,;im)Jlc.'' 

Here yon ha\·e three peopk. :\Irs. (Jasper Xicmancl), Dr. 
Archibald r..::eightley and my,;clf, the word of each being at any time at 
least as good as Mrs. Besant's, agreeing perfectly as to what transpired, 
stating that they h:t\'e often referre'l to that since. anti 
now contradicted by the only other person prescnt-::\Irs. Besant. 
That should be sufficient in itself. Bnt there is much more to sa\·. It 
is not simply :1 lluestion of veracity, three to one. It is a quest{on of 
comm on-sen:-;e. 

It slwnld, at least, be e\·iclent that Dr. antl :\Irs. and 
m\'self must be total!\· disinterested in the matter. It is tri,·ial in ihelf. 
It. is only of interest as a side-light on l\Irs. Besant',; state of mind. 
Her approval or disapproval of my action as Che-Yew-Tsang com·eys 
nothing to me. Her appnn·al \Youltl certainly not imply that my action 
\Yas right; her clisapprm·al conl<i not that it \\'clS \\'rong. 
I alone am jnclge of that. and I am not in:en:,.;ted in the opinions of 
those who do not know the Lch. ?\o Olll' conlLl imagine:' that either 
Dr. or Mr:,;. Keightley are pe:-:-,mally interc,;tul. Xo other two members 
ha\·e made greater sacrifices for the Theosophical Society, both finan-
cially and othenvise. No two other could have less to gain by 
association with it; few have as much to lo,.;e, for in a world!\· scn:-;e we 
do so lose-in England at all events. · 

I do nut believe that :\Irs. Besant dcliherateh· savs false, 
but I make it a distinct that either she i:-; lwpeles,;ly dcluclecl and 
confused, or that Dr. ancl ::\[r:-;. Keightley :mel myself are ddiherrttciy 
lying. It is intpossible to concei\·e that Glll ha\'e collectiYely for-
gotten, or collecti\·ely "made a mistake.'' It is either an unmitigated 
lie or it is true. 

Examine the probabilities, apart from the fact that there arc three 
\Yitnesses against one, and that the and memmT of that 011e 
ha\'e been very seriou,.;ly questioned_- :\Irs. Besant as:-;crb that 
she advised me to tell i\[r. ::\Ie:Hl. and that I agreed to do ,.;o. li) :\Irs. 
Besant was at that time one of the outer heads of the E. S. T., of which 
I was a member. Those whu know me 111\l:it ]),, aware that in a ca:-;e of 
that sort. where no question of right or wrong wa,; invol\·ecl. I sll<Jnld 
ha\·e at once followed l\Irs. Bes:tnt's ath·ice, and with as little a;.; 
possible. if she had a(h·ised any such thing. ( If .:\Irs. Be":t-nt's 
version be correct, I failed to keep my alleged promi:ie to he,·. hy not 
telling l\Ir. :\[cad. theu. did she not mention the mattcr to me, 
either vcrhalh· orb\· letter? I Cinrl an entn· in the dian- \Yhich I then 
kept, that on. Snmlay, Oct. Ijth, rS93, ck;-c:n rbys '.[r,;. He,.;ant 
had been told \\'ho the \\Tikr was, and t\n> eLl\ s after the 1ir.-;t artie le 
had actually appeared-I had rt conversadon with :\Irs. Besant in 
•· H. P. B.'s room" at r<J, .-1.xem1e Ruad; that I then ga,·e Mrs. Be,.;ant 
an outline of what I proposed to say in my next article; that I con-
!<ulted her rts to whether it ,;honlLl be sent in for the :-;' on'mhcr or for 
the Decembe-r i:-;:-;ue,; of /_ucir;r; that she told me slre kltc\\' tl1:1t most 
of the" I. c:;.:· rc;sarded her :1:0 a "clclntled jl:i\Thic," etc.; hnt ll<J que,;-
tion ahont tc:lling- ::\Ir. rtlthongh I had ele\·cn in which 
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to do so after ha,·ing told her that it slwultl be done:. Did my 
"failure to perform" canse her much anxit.:ty? 

(3) Repeating the qne:;tion: \Vhy did she not mention her 
\Yish or adYice again. :-;eeing that she knew I had not told :\Ir. :\lead 
and that many enquiries continued to be made as to the writer of 
"Some :\Iodern Failings"? I have shown that, although talking future 
articles 0\·er with me, she never such a thing. .-\ncl how ,,·as 
it that in her letters from India, bo-th to Dr. and :Mrs. anll 
m\·self. she said 110 word of reminder? As \Yas sho\\"11 in "Luci!-erian 
Legends," :\Irs. Besant wrote in reference to "the Chin:un:m," and in a 
tone of ,-ery di:-1tinct trust and friendship: hut no mention of telling 
:\Ir. :\Ic:ul, only the worcb, "But don't gi,-c them [:\Ir. :\Iead and othersJ 
the letter, as I h:l\·e put ·the Chinaman.'" In a letter to myself. datell 
Jan. r6th. r8<J+- after the appearance of the ,.;ccowl o.rticle in ],uriJ;·r. 
l\Irs. Beso.nt wrote: "I did not think the Chinam:m'.s second article up 
to the ln·el of his first [I dicl not woncler He will not mind 
the friendh· criticism." l\Irs. Be:;ant then acids: '':\Irs. Keightley':; 
in!lnencc. and the Doctor's, have been i1n·aluo.ble at Headquarters, as 
indeed I felt sure ,,·oulcl be the co.se." But no wore\ of remillller of m\· 
allegellnnfnlfilkd promise; no question as to whether I should not teil 
Mr. l\Iead. Not a word! 

Is more needed? Then to.ke this sentence of :\Irs. Besant's from 
Tlzc f (iluw: ". but I should not ho.ve reYealed :\Ir. Hargnwe's 
identity, as I \Yas told it a:; a secret, and zti'c(air as it was to tnr/> me 
\Yithout mY consent, I felt none the less bound." Italics mine. The 
letters quoted in "Lnci ferian Legends," and the fo.cts gi,:en abo,·e. mnst 
seem strange o.s coming from one who had been" trappecl unfairly"! 
Or is this more of ·• the Christ \Yho ate with sinners"? If so. it \\·as 
ont-Christing Christ, I would suggest. But consider the matter further: 
Mr.s. Besant s:J\':i she \\·as "trapped unfair!\·" on Oct. 6th. The first 
article was then in proof only. did not appeo.r till Oct. I5th. 
If she felt she had been trapped, why not haYe the o.ppeo.ranee 
of the article? It would have been eas,-. It \\"a:i \\·hat would ha\·e been 
done 1/ :\lr,.;. Bcsant had been "trapped nnf:lirly.'' Those who knm1· 
her k!!m1· this. .-\nd I assert that :\Ir,.;. Bcs:mt ga,·e no verbal promise 
of secrecy in an\· shape or form. She wa:-; not asked for o.ny promise, 
nor did she \'olnnteer one. There was an understood "promise of 
secrecy" on the: p:u-t of Dr. o.ncl :\Irs. J-.:eightle\·, as well as on the po.rt 
of l\Irs. Besant, o.s I statecl in Tlzt Patlz. But there was no verbal 
promise given in an\· ca,;e, and all assertion as to "trusting'' to am·-
one's "honor" bears its ah:-;urclitY on its face. In this I directh· contra-
dict :.Irs. Beso.nt. But it is not a question of contradiction. A 
few clays after :\Irs. llesant hacl been told, and had not promised secrecy 
verbally, Dr. and left for the north of Englanll. I 
\\"rote them, pointing out that Besant had g-iven no prmnise. I 
wondered if she would tell :\Ir. Chakro.varti. Telling :\lead wonlcl 
have been one thing: telling :\Ir. Clwkravarti quite another. :\Irs. 
Keig-htle\· replied on behalf of herself and Dr. Keightley. I still ha\·e 
that letter. She wrote that o.n\· formal promi,.;e wonld be a "crulle 
superilnit\·." Remembering :\Irs. Besant"s \\"ords at the time :-1he was 
told, I at once aL;Teed to this ,-iew. Bnt lww o.cconnt for this letter if 
:\Ir,;. Be:-;:mt h:Hl. been asked for or h:td gi\·en her word of honor that 
she· \\"Ot!ld kec:p tlte mattc'r pri\'ate? 

The is :1hsnrd. I repeo.t ag:1in that there i,.; not a single word 
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of truth in the \dwle of that long par:1gL1ph under the heading, "The 
Chinaman," in }fay T '1iluw. :\Irs. Besant seems to go through some 
such sub-conscious process as this in "remembering": \\'hat ;:could I 
haYe said ?-arguing from her present state of consciousness. Then 
this "would have said" immediateh' becomes "did sm·." She is utterh· 
confused-and I do not \\·onder at 1t. - -

Tltc Case against ff Q. }11d:_:,· is full of similar instances. Accusa-
tion gone mad. A voiume might he written 011 the subject. but I should 
hope the abm·e is sufTicicnt. 

One word more a,; to a pamphlet just issued by the Countess 
\Vachtmeister. entitled fl. P B. and flu· Pn·smt Crisis ill t!tc Tltcosoplii-
cal Son.,(r. I am not ,;urprised at its h:n·in!.!,' been written. but surely it 
was puhli,;hcd \\·itlwut the consent of the Countes,; \Vachtmeister's 
friends 1 Il almost e11tirely of \\·hat H. P. B. is supposed to 
han' s:1id to the Counte,;s some years :1go. One extract from a letter is 
giYul to \\·hich I \\·ill refer later. I am- obliged to tbtly contradict one 
statement ,.;he.: 111:1;-:cs. On page ro of her she says: "}Irs. 
Archih:lld Keightley also confirmed this statement [that H. P. B. had 
re'incarn:ttecl . telling me that she had ,.;een ancl con\·crsecl \Vith H. P. B. 
in her ne\\. b()dy. 1'his autumn }Irs. Keightlcy ,.;aid to me that she had 
heen mistaken in her ,-ision." Taking- the last statement first, I can 
only say that I wa,.; present during the whole of that conversation, 
\vhich took place in the drawing-room at 62, Queen Anne Street, in the 
autumn of r894. I was calling· upon Dr. and Mrs. Keightley at the 
same time as the Countess and her SOIL Dr. Keightley wa,.; present. I 
sat between Mrs. Keightley and the Countess during the greater part of 
the conversation between them. and close beside them during· the 
remainder. I heard e\·en· word that ·was said. and I ab,;olntelv llenv 
that l\Irs. Keightley said -,,·hat the Countess puts into her mm1th. If 
asked by the Cmm tess to repeat that con \"er,;ation. I will do so. She 
may remember ,.;ume ,.;tatements she made in reg:trcl to the occupants of 
r9. A\·enue Road. 

In reganl to the first part of her statement: I \va,.; not present when 
Mrs. Keightley is alleged to have made this \-cry remarkable and highly 
improbable.: statement. But at l\L:ticlenheacl, when staying at 
l\hiller's with ::\Ir. l\Iead, the Countess and others, ,-ery shortly after 
this conversatiiJn i,.; alleged to ha\"e taken pbce, the Countess gave me 
an entirely different versim1 of it which flath· contradicts her present 
account. I did not say a word about it to Mrs. f.:.eig-htley, but some 
\veeks later she herself told me what she had said to the Conn tess, and 
this version agreed exactly with what the Countess had before told me. 
Sil I have the Couutes:-;',; fir,.;t version, confirmed independently by l\Irs. 
Keightley, which ab,.;olutely contradicts her statement a,.; made in her 
recent production. I therefore conclude that all the other hear,.;ay 
which the Countess volunteer,;, from con\·ersations with H. P. B. to 
those with }Ir. Judge is, to put it mildly, faulty. 

But the Countess does quote one letter which is of interest, and I 
thank her for doing- so. She supplies a missing link. In the Preface 
to T/11· c·asc' ar;·ai11sf Q. jzuii[c. p. 10, }lr,.;. Besant says: "It was 

experiences. related to her by me, that H. P. Blavatsky wrote 
to ::\Ir. Jndc;e under date l\Iarch 27th. r::l,Jr: 'She hears the .Master's 
\'oice when alnne, sees His Light, and recognize,.; Hi,.; voice from that of 
D--."' :'II rs. Iksant quotes this as a C<J111 plete sentence, without 

to shnw the omission of wnrcls. It is pnt fon\·anl as a sen-
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tence by itself. ::\()\\' turn to \Yhat the C<mntec;s gin:s as the \\·hole 
sentence. ami notice the \Yorcls left out b\· \\·ho is sn n:n· 
particular about oth<.T people',;" Jack of straight-forwanlne,;s" that 
cannot exist in the same Socict\· with one whom she mereh· acot.ics of 
such a thing. Tum to the om(tted words: "She pirs. is not 

ic nor spiritual iu I iu least-a!! infcllcct, and yet she hears :\laster',; 
voice," etc. Italics mine. But why did Besant quote as a com-
plete sentence \\·hat \Yas only part of one? \Vhy did she lea\·e out those 
n:ry pregnant \\'Orcls, "Size is no! nor spiritual in t;/c lmst-,r/1 
in!dlcct"? 

Bah' \\'hy will not people try tn purify themo-;eh·e,; before trying 
to cn1c1ty others for alleged "lack of straig·ht-furwardness." "If it 
were not for delusion such action could only be called hypocritical." 
But I would to Goci they would stop these slanders and lea\·e others to 
go on with the ,,·ork. It may here and there be momentarily amu,;ing-, 
but such amusement becomes monotonou:-;. Here are thou,;ancls crying 
out for these eternal verities, for a knmdeclgc: of Karma and Re-incarna-
tion. and the time i:--; taken up by attack,; on Judge and his friend:; 
and in neces:<lrY refutation and defence. I sa\· it is a shame. Let u:--; 
go on \\·ith the \\'ork, the \\'ork. and lea\·e :md great Karma to do 
the other work of scavenging if an\· at all be needed. Let u:; think of 
those \Yho have not yet heard of Theo:--;ophy, and these pdty attack:--; 
would soon be stoppc:d and forgotten.-Fraternally your,;, 

E. T. H.\l<.<;Rm'E. 
25, Lancaster Gate, J",))ldo!l, ll'. 

I certify that I ha,·e seen the original:--; of all the letter:--; quote<l or 
cited by ::\Ir. HargTo\-e, and that these quotations arc correctly 

R\SIL CRDI!', 

Jfa)'] I Sf, £,1'05. 

A,; Besant':--; article in the :.ray [ :i!wJI. C<JllLlining- the abo\·e-
mcntionetl incorrect as:--;ertions and accu,;ati"n". required comment in 
the :--;ame journal, I wrote a letter to tht.: etlit"r Dr. Keightlc:y',; 
statement of fact. Thi,; I did well in time for the June i:--;,;ne. according 
to the usual rule. ::VIr. J\Iead had not the commun cottrtesv to acknow-
ledge the receipt of this letter, nor, as I no\\. st.:e, did ite it. Is it 
possible that ht.: thinks Mrs. Besant':--; attacks no longer require reply) 
Or must we take this as further proof that is onh· intere:-;tul 
in ventilating any accnsati<lll against one of·· Judge's friend:-;,'' since 
he will not in:--;ert an an:-i\\·er? Courtes\· from our ex<.:cnti\·e ofTtcer I 

ceaseLl to expect. -
E. T. H. 

To fill" !:'di!,,r Trm IRISH TIIEOSOI'IIIST. 

Trm following interesting letter i:--; :--;ent for publication. \Vith the 
\\Titer's COll:-ie!lt: 
:\IY DE.\R --. 

I ha\·e been awav in the Xorth or I \\·onltl ha\·e written to \'Oll 
sooner n.· the lately publi:-ihc:d ah<l\'c: the signature of ·the 
Countess \\':tchtmei:-;ter concerning A.nnie Jksant',; claim to :--;nper:--;c:de 
\\'. Q. Jncl:-;c. c\:-i I h,n-e 110\\' read it I think m:: tc::-;timony may ha\·e 
some: ,,·ith tho:--;e who were with u:-; in the R():Hl days, 
when flrst the: L S. \\·a,; forme<!. 
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I was sitting one afternoon \Yith H. P. n. in the back part of the 
ground floor room of r 7, Lansdowne Road; she was tdling me a1Jout 
her cli,.;e:lSe, which w:lS then beginning to grow very troublesome; ,;he 
said ,;he knew she mu,.;t soon leave ll:-i. I aske<l her about the filling of 
the ,·oicl and ,;aiel it would be, so far as an onlin:uy man could judge, 
impo,.;sibk aderp1ately to fill it. She ans\n:recl that \\". Q. Judg-e was 
her L1vorik pupil and \\·cml<l \\·orthily bear i1er m:mtle when she was 
gone. Shortly after he came: o\·er on a vi:oit :mel she intruLlucecl me to 
him. saying cli::;tinctly that he was her destined successor. After he 
had gone back to America she always spoke of him in the ,.;ame way to 
me and, I have no doubt, to others who were her nearly e\·ery 
day. As for the letter quoted by Countess \Vachtmeister, \\·here H. P. n. 
couple,; Annie Besant with\\". Q. Juclge-sht.: e\·iclently hoped that all 
would proceed normally, and that no karmic t1uorl would burst forth to 
\\·hirl :J.\\"a\· a g-ood woman un an evil ticlL': still, she seem eel to know 
that some serious disturbance would surely occur after her departure. 
In this connection I asked her if she meant to re"inc:lrnate immediate!\·; 
she ans\\·erecl that she would not do so but would be able to help in tl1e 
good \\·ork better as a Ninnanak:lya. This help is e:-:pecially net.:ded 
110\\" that loyal :-;upport seems denied even to him who has been bearing 
the brunt of attack for so many years. But happily Judge is 
not yet su rnamcd Belisari us.-\" ours sincere !y, 

REVIEW. 
LYRICS, by R. H. Fitzpatrick. [Loncl•m: \\'.Stewart and Co.] 
\\'HILE one race sinks into night another renews its dawn. The 

Celtic Tzeil(>;ht is the morning-time and the singing of birds is prophetic 
of the new claY. \Ve have had to welcome of late vears one sweet 
singer after another, and now comes a volume of which has that 
transcendental note which is peculiar to our younger writers. It is full 
of the mystery and commingling of the human and the di,·ine scml: 

"Hail, thou living spirit! 
\Vhose deep organ blown 

By lips that more inherit 
Than all music known; 

Art is but the echo of thy mysterious tone." 
These lyrics, I imagine, haYe been wrought in solitary wanderings, 

in which the forms and sho\\·s of things and human hopes and fears 
have been brooded upon until the intensity of contemplatirm has allied 
them with that soul of Nature in which the puet finds the fulfilment of 
all dreams and ide::tls. And in this refining- Lack to an OYer-Soul there 
is no suggestion of the student of academic philosophy, no m·er-
wrought intellectualism. Such references arise naturally out of his 
thought and illuminate it. One can imagine how such lyrics were 
engendered: 

"I stood t'.\"irlecl a feathered ,;talk, 
Or drank the clo\·er's honey s:1p, 

H:lppic:-;t witlwnt talk. 
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"The snmmer tidal wa\·e,; of night 
Sl<lwly in :-iih:nce rippled in: 
They stecpl:cl the feet of blazing light. 

.-\ml hushed clay's harsher din." 
This aloofness from conflict. if it has hindered him from fulh· 

accepting and ju:-;tifying lite. the hig1H.:,;t \Yisdom of the poet. kts stiil 
it;-; cumpen:-;atiun,;. He ha,; fdt the manifold me:ming of the \·oiccs 
through \\·hose unconsciotbness Xature speaks. the S()llgs of birds. the 
aerial romance and intermingling of light and shadow, and has ,-i,;ion 
of the true proportion of things in that cont1ict he has turned his back: 
011 : 

"All things sip . 
• -\ml sip at life: but Time for en:r drains 

The ewr-filling cup in rivalship, 
And \\·ipes the generations from his lip. 

\\"hilc .-\rt look:-; down from his serene rl<JI11ains." 

XOTES BY THE \\".-\ Y. 

.E. 

TnE first annual Conn:ntion of the T. S. in .-\merica, held at the 
X e\\" England Headquarters. Boston. on April 2Sth and 2yth, was a 
splendid and worthy achie\·ement. The reports in the public pres:; 
\Yere nun1erous; all sympathetic. and many quite enthusiastic. The 
reph· of our .\merican brother,; to the charges made a:;-ainst :\Ir. Juch;e 
was to elect him President for life. T<l quote :\Ir,;. Bcsant's \\·ore!:-; \Yith 
regard to :\Ir. ]Ullo,;·e on a former occasion, in a sume\\·hat si:nilar con-
nection: "If the pa:-;t may count for anything in judging of the future. 
no hands could be fmmcl to \\·hich to confide its destinies more loyal. 
more strong, rmd more true.'' 

The action of our American brothers is regarded by :\Irs. Besant 
and others a,; secession from the '· T. S.," and it is so put in this month's 
r:;;liw. By thi,; time the hi:-;torical facts regarding the T. S. are in the 

hands nf members. and the\· will be alJ!c: to judge of the truth of this 
for themseh·e,;. If these in,;ide facts are correctly gi\·en. the action 
taken by the Convention at Boston was the only possible one. There 
is no doubt whateyer that the T. S. in America was the parent Society. 
That has alwm·s been recognized. A declaration of independence in 
all administratin: affairs i:-; !!,•! sece,.;siun. The pnint was admirahly 
put h\· Brother Corbett at the of the ::\orth of England 
Federation T. S. on :\fa,· r rth, \\·hen he ach·i:-;ecl "that each Section 
should h:n·e its own mles only, and be perfectly autonomous. the bond 
uniting the Sections to be not nne of law. hut of 10\·e co-
operation." :-;ecessiun. then, is c\iqegarcling this important fact 
of br<ltherhoud: this union of hannon\·, the nnclenc; of which the T. S. 
\\·as formed to create. Cnless \Ye succeed in making it rc:tl and actual 
we had better erase the motto from our shiel(l. 

The fifth annaal Cclli\"Cnlion of the "Enmpe:lll Sectiun of the 
T. S." will be held. on July +th and al the Portman RtJoms, Baker 
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Street. Lontlon. \\". It will afford a fittin:-; opportnnity, after nine 
months of internal turmoil and ;;trife, to sink all personal aims" in one 
g-reat ;;ea of devotion to the The Rules and Con:-;titution of the 
T. S. \\·ill. of course. h:n·e to be fulh· considered and discussed, and 
some action taken. T11·o points have been commended tl\" the Xorthern 
Federation to the repre::'en tati 1·e:-; of their various Lod;c:es, ass em bled 
at their recent Conference. for consideration before (r) 
1Yith reference to each Section being autonomous ; ( 2) with reference 
to expubion of members. questions may arise, there can be 
no doubt that a great responsibilitY will rest on the deleg::ttes pre:-;ent. 
Onlv by c::tlm jndg-ment ::tnd \\·ise discrimination can the existing cri:-;is 
be tided "The tranquil state attained. therefrom shall soon result 
a separation from all trouble,;." 

In the matter of go1·ernment, 1ve conld 11·ith ath·:mtage take a leaf 
from the ma,_;ouic book. For example. in a ne\\" territory. 1vhen there 
are a mtm her of lodges formed (three only are needed) they federate 
thenhl'ln's tog-ether and become a Grand Lodge. 11·hich becomes soye-
reign in its jurisdiction. and commtmicates in 1·arious ways 1vith other 
Grand Lodgb all over the g-lobe. This is a good illustration of auto-
nomy. I can assure those ,,·ho talk of secession that there is no "gulf 
fixed" between Ireland and America in consequence of the latter 
declared for legislative independence. \Vhy should there be, indeed? 
Our bond of union has not been one of "red-tape." united in aim and 
aspiration, we stand to-day as we stood before. Outward forms may 
change as necessities arise, the inner attitude remains unchanged: it 
alone gives strength and pm1·er, it is the attitude of the Sun!. \\'hat 
matter if India, Europe, America, Australia. have each separate acl-
ministrative organizations with full legislative powers, if they are joined 
hand ancl heart 11·i th one common object? Let each answer. 

Conn:ntions are generally supposed to h:n·e "keynotes." I would 
sugght that the "keynote" of the rS9s Con n::n tiun be '· 
\\'here\·er we turn, we find that experience shows feeleral go1·ernment 
to be too cum1)ersome and unwieldy for practical purposes. Business 
usually becomes so congested that progrc:-:s is impos,;ible. In the T. S. 
we h:n·e had, \Yithin the past twelve months especially, striking example 
of this. · Let us, then, take advantage of a unique opportunity, aml 
"go in" for autonom:·. The "T. S. in Great Britain and lrelancl" 
would make a good and fitting title. \Ve need not slavishly follGw 
America in every detail in framing a Constitution; but we certainly 
should encleavor to ha1·e a Constitution as simple ancl practicable as 
possible, and theirs is, to m1· thinking, a model of simplicity. Branches 
on the continent, where\-er strong enough to have an inclependcnt 
org-anization. should become perfectly autonomous also, and if desirable 
affiliate with the "T. S. in Great Britain and Ireland." \Vhereyer there 
are Lodg-es outside of Great Britain and Irebncl not strong enough to 
h:we a separate administrati1·e organizatiun. and 11·1tere there exists no 
T. S. aflili:tte<l-as indicated above-theY could become federated with 
the "T. S. in Grc:1t Britain and In.:lau:l '' on the same conditions as 
L<J<lges \\·ithin ib territory. The imp<lrt:mt thing to remember is: that 
the:: tlteo,;ophictl mo\·ement circles the world. and that it is not confined 
to the that go under that tL11lll,. There arc probably 
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more outside the T. S. than in it doing Master's work. \Ve are not 
building for to-clay only, so that we need not be in too great a hurry to 
do all the work at once. Let us take as comprehensive a view of things 
as possible, aml we will ha,·e more time to laugh. "One of the wants 
of the age is more laughter." A greater appreciation of the humorous 
side of things might have saved much of the trouble of the past year. 
Suppose we began the Convention with a good hearty laugh. I think 
the effect would be magical. All we want is the presence of the 
Supreme Humorist. 

A feature of our General Secretary's report will necessarily differ 
this year from previous ones. I refer to that dealing with the wonder-
ful "consumption of paper" by the H. P. B. Press. To regret the 
altered circumstances would be foolish (would it be theosophical?). 
There are so many fields and pastures left unexplored, that the cessa-
tion of one form of activity may be bnt the opening to other forms 
e\·en more desirable, and leave many free to go in search of treasures 
"rich and rare" that lie awaiting the explorer. Consumption of paper 
is certainly not e\·erything; on the contrary, it is of little value com-
pared with the quality of the work produced. Much of our work in 
this direction has been of a tentative and temporary character; we will 
have to turn our attention to work of a more enduring nature that will 
be good as literature, and command attention. Literature, art, music 
and the drama, will all have vet to be enlisted in the sen·ice of Theo-
sophy. Translations from Greek, Spanish and French will 
have to be done, as well as original work. In fact, the \\'ork has already 
commenced. 

Delegates to former Cml':entions, who turned in to the H. P. B. 
Press to see the "wheels go round.'' will rem em her the faithful worker 
who was responsible for the "ten tons" of work produced. Excellent 
as the work was, it but afforded opportunity for one phase of Brother 
Pryse's abilities. He has lately been engaged on work of a different 
character. From what I have seen of it, I can assure our readers that, 
if nothing occurs to interrupt, a treat lies in store for them if they 
care, when the time comes, to take a<l,·antage of it. He is busy un-
earthing " treasures." 

D. X. D. 

DCBI,IX LODGE, T. S. 
Trm regular weekly puhlic meetings as usual in this I.odg-e, 

come to a close for the summer months, to be n-:smned in September. 
The :O,[onday evening group for study of The St'crd Dodrinc \Yill, how-
e,·er, meet as usual from S.30 to 9.:;o. 

The midsummer meeting of the Lodge for consideration of agenda 
relating to the .-\nnual Com·ention in London, and other business, will 
be on \Veclnesday eyening the I<,Jth inst., punctually at 8.30. As im-
port:mt matters affecting the welfare of the mm·ement will come up for 
discussion it is hoper1 that there will he a \"ery full attendance. 

FRED. J. I>rn;:, f!tm. s,·c. 
Printed nn "TilE IR!Sil Tl!r:O,Ol'II!ST" Press. 3, Cpper Ely l'!,tcc, l>uhlin. 


	irish-theosophist-3-1-oct
	irish-theosophist-3-2-nov
	irish-theosophist-3-3-dec
	irish-theosophist-3-4-jan
	irish-theosophist-3-5-feb
	irish-theosophist-3-6-mar
	irish-theosophist-3-7-apr
	irish-theosophist-3-8-may
	irish-theosophist-3-9-jun
	irish-theosophist-3-10-jul
	irish-theosophist-3-11-aug
	irish-theosophist-3-12-sep

