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SPECIAL NOTICES.

1t 1s evident that tho Turosoruist will offer to advertisera tnusual ad-
vantages in circulation. Wo have already subscribers in overy part of
India, i Coylon, Burmab, and on the 'asian Gulf.  Our paper also goos
to Great Britain, France, Germany, Huugary, Uroeco, tussia, Coustanti-
noplo, Egypt, Australia, and North and South America.  The following very
modorate rates have been adopted :
ADVERTISING RRATES.
First insertion.........16 lines and under......... 1 Rupee.
For each additional lino............ .....ooeenne.. 1 Anna.

Spaco is charged for at the rats of 12 lines to the iuch. Spevial arrange-
ments can be made for large advertisomonts, and for longer and fixesdl
periods.  For further information and contracts for advertising, app'y to

Messns, COOPER & Co,

Adrerlising Agents, Bookscllors and Publisbers, Mcadow Street, Fort,
Bombay.

To 8UDSCRIDERS,

‘The Subscription prico at which tho TitLosorist is published barely
covers cost—tho dosign in establishing tho journal having been rather
to reach n very wido circlo of readors, than to mnko & profit. We caunot
aftord, therefore, to send specimen copies froo, nor to supply libraries, so-
civties, or individuals gratuitously. For the smme reason we are obliged
to adopt the plan, now universal in Awmcrica, of requiring subscribers to
1y in advance, and of stopping the paper at tho end of the term paid for.
Liny years of practicnl experienco has convinced Western publishers that
this system of cash payment is tho best and most satisfactory to both
purties ; and all respectable journals are now conducted on this plan.

Subscribers wishing a printed receipt for their remittances must send

stunps for return postage. Otherwise, acknowludgmeuts will be made
through the jourual.

The Turosoruist will appear cach month. The rates, for twelve num-
bLers of not less than 40 columus Royal 4to cach, of rcading matter, or
450 columns in all, ure as follows : ~To Subscribers 1 any part of India,
k. 6 per annum ; in Coylou, lia. 7 ; in the Straits Scttloments, China, Japan,
and Auwstralia, Ks. 8 ; in Africa, Europe, and the United States, £ 1. 11alf
yoar (India) IRs. 4; Single copivs aunas 12, Itemittances in postal stamyps
mu-t be at the rate of annas 17 to the Lupee to cover discount. ‘The ubovo
rates includo postago.  No name 1will be entered in the books or aper sent
unlil the money is vemilted ; and invwriably the paper will be discortinned
al the expoation of the term subscribed for.  Remittances should be made in
Money-ordors, undis, Bill cheques, (or Troasury bills, if in registered
lotters), aud made payable only to the VitorriLTuns o¥ TUE THEUSOPHIST,
108, Girganm Back Lioad, Bombay, ludia,

AaexTs : London (Eng ), Bernard Quariteh, 15 Piccadilly. W. ; Now York,
S. R. Wulls & Co., 787, Broadway ; boston, Muss. Colby aud Rich, 9, Mont-
gomery Place ; Chicago, 1. J. Z‘ Bundy, 92, La Sallo”$t. American sub-
scribers mny also ordur their papers through W. Q. Jud;e, Esq., 71, Broad-
wauy, Now York.

Ceylon : lsanc Weeresooriya, Deputy Corenor, Dodanduwa : John Robert
de Silva, Colombeo.
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The Editors disclaim responsibility for opinions expressed
by contributors in their articles.  Ureat latitude is allowed
to correspondents, and they alone nre accountable for what
they write.  Rejected MSS. are not returned.

———pn e

THE OFFER MADE IN OUR MARCH NUMBER TO PURCHAKE
back, at a fair price, copies of the October and November
1ssues has not been accepted in o solitary instance.  1'he
inference is, therefore, that they are all in the hands of
those who mean to keep them,  So, as new subscribets are
enrolling themsolves every day, and all ask for the maga-
zing from the commencement, we have decided to reprint
the October and November numbers, cven though this

will involve an outlay of several hundred rupees. Per-
sons in Indin and Ceylon who wish to complete their scts
may now remit us at the rate of annas twelve for each of
those issues, or Rs. 1-8 for the two. To all others, the
price will be 26, sterling for cach. New subscribers in India
who prefer that their year shall commence with the begin-
ning of the volume will be charged Rs. 6-8 for the year,
or Rs. 4-8 for the first six numbers.  The rates for other
countrics will be proportionately increased,

—_—

A MEDAL OF 1I0NOR,

(Extract from the Minutes of the Meeting of the General
Council, held at Bombay. February, 5th 1880.)

With o view to stimulate enquiry, by the Natives of
Indiy, into the literature of ancient times, to increase their
respect for their ancestors, and to thus ucqmnplnsh_ouc -
portant object for which the Theosophical Society was
formed, it is by the General Council

RESOLVED

That there shall be founded a high prize and diguity to
be known and designated as * The Medal of Honor of the
Theosophical Society,” for awand under competition.

The said medal shall be of puie silver and made from
Indian coins melted down for the purpose ; and shall he
suitably engraved, stamped, cuuved or embossed with a
deviee expressive of its high character as o Medal of
Honor. It shall be annually aw;uded by & committee of
Native scholars, designated by the President, to the Native
anthor of the best original Essay upon any subject con-
nected with the ancient religions. philosophies or sciences ;
preference being given in the Depatiment of Science, other
things being equal, to the occult, or mystical, branch of
science as known and practised by the ancients,

The tollowing conditions to govern the awad, viz—

1. The Essay shall be of a high ment

2. Each Essay shall bear a eipher, initial, verse or mnot-
to, but no other sign by which the authorship may be
detected,  The author’s name, in ench case, to be written
in o closed envelope outside which shall be inseribed  the
cipher o other deviee which hie has attached to his essay.
The Manuseript to be placed by the President in the hands
of the Jury, wnd the envelopes filed awany unopened and
not examined until the Jury shall have made their awards.

3. All Essays submitted to be at the disposal of the
Society, whose officers may designate such as e pro-
nounced most meritorious for pubhication in the Turoso-
PHIST, with their anthors’ names attached, so that their
leaming may be propaly appueciated by their countiy-
men,

4. The Socicty to be allowed to publish as a separate
pamphlet, the Essay which shall be deemed worthy of the
Medal of Honor, on condition of giving to its author the
entire net profits of the publication,

#.  Essays to comprise not less than 2,500 nor more
than 4,000 words—tuot-notes and (uotations included.

6. The Jury shall also awand to the authors of the
Essays which they consider second and third in degree of
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merit, special diplomas, to be entitled Diplomnas of Honor
and authenticated by the seal of the Society, .

7. The Jury may also specifically name three other
Essays besides the three aforesaid, for the distinetion of
certificates of Honorable Mention, to be issued to the re-
spective authors under the seal of the Socicty.

8. Essays to besubmitted in English, but it is not
obligatory thiat the author shall himsclf know that lan-
guage.

9. All competing manuseripts to be in the President’s
hands by 12 o' clock uoon of the Ist duy of June 1880, and
the Jury to announce their awards on the Ist day of
September 1880,

10. Upon the receipt of the report of the Jury, the
President shall at onee identify the names of the successful
authors, and officially publish the same throughout India
sl in all countries where there are branches of the
Theosophical Society.

11, Full authority is given to the President to adopt
whalever measures may be required to carry into cffect
this Resolution,

Atlest:—

KuArsepIr N, SEERVAL

Joint Lecording Secretary,
P —

}\ VERY FARNEST FRIEND BEGS US TO HEAD A MOVE-
ment wnong the native-born population, to cease using
the termm « Native” to designate them from foreigners,
He bitterly complains that, though innocent enough in
itself, it still is cemployed by those who are not friendly
to them, with a tinge of scorn very galling to a sensitive
man’s feelings, The complaint does not seem  entirely
well grounded.  In every comntry the original inhabitants
are called Native to contrast them with all who are not
born on the soil.  In Awmeriea, the freest country in the
world, and where there is absolute equality before the law,
we wre proud to call ourselves Natives, when we wish to
indicate that we are not immigrants : and some  years
ago, u great political party calling itself the Native
American sprang into existence, at a time of excitement
caused by the bare suspicign that foreigners were plotting
to undermine our liberties.  We do not sce how the case
of India can be made an exception to a custom which
seems to us unavoidable,  Owur correspondent thinks that
the word “ Bhératians ” might be adopted with general
concurrence, Bharat having been the ancient name of the
country. But this would not better the ease much, sinee the
Bhératian would still have to be called what he would be, viz.,
a Native. Forour part, we would feel very proud to be able
to boast of such a country as this and such an ancestry,
even at the cost of being called « Native,” with a fine
flavor of scorn.  But as to the word “ Hindu 7 the case is
different.  That was invented as an epithet of scorn and
contumely, aud we would not be sorry to see it gra-
dually fall into disuse.  Such radical changes, owever, e
very slowly brought about. Our Avyan brothers may
meanwhile ponder what another correspondent has to say
about “ Hindus,” in n commuuication to be found clse-
where,

J s S —

A PARST SUBSCRIBER ASKS US THE VOLLOWING QUES
tions, which arce suggestive, though not new :—

Poona 19th Febrnary, 1880,

Sir,—T should feel obliged if [ could be enlightened
on the two following points by your lewrned Parsi contri-
butors or any member of your learned Society.

1. Isit right to say my daily Prayers in Zendavesta,
when 1T do not understand a single word of that sacred
language 2 Why is it made compulsory by our Dustoors
to say them only in Zendavesta ¢ Is it for no better rea-
son than that of the Catholic Popes who kept the Bible in
Latin so that the masses of the people might not under-
stand what it contained 2

2, Why do Parsis take cow's urine in the moning
as soon as they leave their bed ?

THE SILENT BROTIILR,
BY COUNT E A , RS,

The strange story I am about to say was given nie by
onc of its principal heroer.. Its authenticity cannot be
doubted, however scepticul one may feel ns to the details
of the narrative—and this for three good reasons : () the
circumstances are well known at Palermo, and the inci-
dents still remembered by a few of the oldest inhabitants ;
(h) the shock produced by the dreadful occurrence on the
narrator was so violent as to twrn his hair—the hair of a
young man of 26—as white as snow in one night, and
make him a raving lunatic for the next six months ; (c)
there is an official record of the death-bed confession of
the criminal, and it can be found in the family chronicles of
the Prince di R—V—.  For mysclf at least, no doubt re-
mains as to the veracity of the story.

(ilaiierbach was a passionate lover of the occult sciences,
For a time, his only object was to become a pupil of the
fimmous Cagliostro, then living at Paris, where he attract-
cd universal attention ; but the mysterions Count from the
first refused to have anything to do with him.  Why lie
declined to accept as pupil'a young man of a good family
and very intelligent, was a secret which Glaiierbach—the
narrator of the tale—could never peuetrate, Suffice it to
say that all he could prevail wupon the “ Grand Copht” to
do for him, was to teach him in a certain degree how to
Jearn the sccret thoughts of the persons he associated
with, by making themn speak such thoughts audibly with-
out knowing that their lips were uttering any sound. And
even this comparatively easy magnetic phase of occult
science he could not master practicz?ly, ‘

In those days, Cagliostro and lis mysterious powers
were on all tongues,  Paris was in a state of high fever
about him. At Court, in socicty, in the Parliament, in
the Academy, they spoke but of Cagliostro. The most
extraordinary stories were told of him, and the more they
were extraordinary the more willingly people believed
them, They said that Cagliostro had sliown pictures of
future events in his magic mirrors to some of the most il-
lustrious statesmen of France, and, that these events had
all come to pass.  The king and the royal family had been
of the number of those who were allowed to peer into the
unknown, The “magician” had evoked the shades of
Cleopatra and Julius Ciesar, of Mahomet and Nero. Ghen-
gis Khan and Charles the Fifth had held a conversazione
with the minister of the police 5 and an outwardly pious,
but seeretly sceptical Christian archbishop having shown
a desire to have his doubts cleared, one of the gods was
sunnoned—but did not come, for he had never existed in
flesh, Marmontel having expressed the desire to meet
Belisarius, he upon seeing the great warrior emerging from
the ground, fell scuseless.  Young, daring and passionate
Glaiterbach feeling that Cagliostro would never share
with lim more than a few crumbs of his great learning,
turned in another direction, and at last found an unfrock-
ed abbot, who for a consideration took upon himself to
teach him all he knew,  In a few months (¢) he had leam-
ed the weird scerets of black and white magice, i. e, the
art of cleverly bamboozling fouls,  He also visited Mesmer
and his clairvoyants, whose number had become very large
at that period.  The ill-fated French society of 1785 felt
its doom approaching ; it suffered from spleen and greedi-
ly seized upon anything that brought it a change in its
killing saticty and lethargic monotony. It had become
so sceptical that at last, from believing in nothing, it end-
ed by believing anything, Glaiterbach, under the ex-
perienced directions of his abbot, began practising upon
human credulity,  But he had not been more than eight
months at Paris, when the police paternally advised him
to go abroad—for his health.  Therc was no appeal from
such advice.  However convenient the capital of France
for old hands at charlatanry, it is less so for beginners, He
lett Paris and went, via Marseilles, to Palermo,

In that city the intelligent pupil of the abbot got ac.
quainted with, and contracted a friendship with Mar.
(uis Hector, youngest son of the Prince R—V—, one of
the most wealthy and noble families of Sicily, Threg
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ears carlier a great calamity had befallen that house.

Tector’s eldest brother, Duke Alfunso, had disappearcd
without leaving any clue;and the old prinee, half killed
with despair, had left the world for the retirement of his
magnificent villa in the suburbs of Palermo, where he lod
the life of a recluse,

The young Marquis was dying with ennui.  Not know-
ing what better to do with himsclf, under the divections of
Gluiierbach he began studying magic, or at least, that
which passed under that name with the clever German,
The professor and pupil became inseparable,

As Heetor was the Prinee’s second son, he had, dur-
ing the life of his elder brother, no choice left him, but
to join cither the army or the church., All the wealth of
the family passed into the hands of Duke Alfonso
R—V—, who was betrothed, morcover to Bianca Al-
fiori, a rich orphan, left at the age of ten, heiress to an
immense fortune, This- marringe united the wealth of
both the houses of R—V— and Alfieri, aud it had all been
settlod when both Alfonso and Bianca were mere children,
without even a thought as to whether they would ever
como to like each other. Fate, hiowever, decided it should
be so, and the young people formed a mutual and passion-
ote attachment.

As Alfonso was too young to be marricd he was sent
travelling, and remained absent for over four years. Upon
his return, preparations were being male for the celebration
of the nuptials, which the old Prince had decided should
form ono of the future epopees of Sicily. They were planned
upon the most magnificent scale. The wealthiest and
noblest of the land had assembled two months beforehand
and were being royally entertained in the faunily mansion,
which ocenpied a whole square of the old city, as all were
more or less related to either the, R—V— or the Alfieri
families in the second, fourth, twenticth or sixtieth degree,
A host of hungry pocts and démprovisatori had arrived,
uninvited, to sing, according to the local custom of thosc
days, the beauty and virtues of the newly-married couple.
Livorno sent a ship load of sonnets, and Rome the
Pope's blessing.  Crowds of people curious to witness the
procession had come to Palermo from afar; and whole
regiments of the light-fingered gentry prepared to prac-
tise their profession at the first opportunity.

The marriage ceremony had been fixed for a Wednesday.
Ou Tuesday, the bridegroom disappeared without leaving the
slightest trace, The police of the whole land was set afoot.
Usclessly, alas ! Alfonso had for several days been going
from town to Monte Cavalli—a lovely villa of his—to
superintend in person the preparations for the reception of
Lis lovely bride, with whom he was to pass his honey-moon
in that charming village.  On Tuesday evening he had re-
paired there alone and on horseback, as usual, to return
Liome early on the following morning. About ten in the
evening two confadini had met and saluted him, That
was the last any one saw the young Duke.

Later, it was ascertained that on that night a pirate
vessol had been cruising in the waters of Palermo ; that
the corsairs had been ashore, and carried away several
Sicilian women, In the latter part.of the last century,
Sicilian ladies were considered as very valuable goods :
there was » large demand  for the commodity in the mar-
kets of Smyrna, Constantinople, and the Barbary Coast ;
the rich pachas paying for them enormous smns. Besides
pretty Sicilian women, the pirates used to smuggle away
rich people for the sake of the ransom. The poor men,
when caught, shared the fate of the working-cattle, and
fed on flogging. Every one at Palermo firmly believed
that young Alfonso had been carried away by the pirates ;
and it was far from being improbable. The High Ad-
miral of the Sicilian navy immediately despatched after
the pirates four swift vessels, renowned above all others
for t\xeir speed. The old Prince promised mountains of
gold to him who would give him back his son and heir.
The littlo squadron being ready, it spread its sails and
disappeared on the horizon, On one of the vesscls was
Hector R—V—,

At nightfull, the watchers on the deck had as yet seen
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nothing. Then the breeze freshiened, and about midnight
1t was blowing a hurricane, Oue of the vessels returned
to port immediately, the two others were driven away be-
fore the gale and were never heard of more, aud the one
on which was young Hector retwrned two days after, dis-
mantled and a wreck, to Trapani. ‘

The night before the watchers in one of the beacon
towers along the shore, saw a brig far off, which, without
mast, sails or tlag, was being finriously carried along on the
erest of the angry sea. They concluded it must be the
pirates” brig. It went down in full sight, and the report
gpread that every soul on board, to the very last nmn,ﬁmd
perished,

Notwithstanding all this, emissarics were sent by the
old Prince in every dirvection—to Algiers, 1T'unis, Morocco,
Tripoli, and Constantinople. But they found nothing ;
and when Glaiierbach arrived at Palermo, three years had
passed since the event.

The Prince, though having lost a son, did not relish the
iden of losing the wealth of the Alficris in the bargain,
He conelnded to marry Bianea to his sceond son, Hector,
But the fair Bianea wept, and would not be consoled. Sho
refusad point-blank, and declared shie would romain faith-
ful to her Alfonso,

Heetor behaved like a true knight. - © Why make poor
Bianca still more miserable, by worrying her with prayers ¢
Perhaps my brother is yet alive”—he said. ¢ How coulid
I, then, in view of such an unecertainty, deprive Alfonso,
in case he should return, of his best treasure, and the
one dearer to him than life itself

Tonched with the exhibition of such noble feclings, Bianea
began to relax her indifterence for her Alfonso’s brother,
The old man did not lose all hopes.  Besides, Bianca was
nowoman 3 and with women in Sicily, as clsewhere, the
absent ave always in the wrong,  She finally promised, if
she should ever have a positive assurance of Alfonso’s
death, to marry his brother, or—no one. Such was the
state of aftuirs when) Glatierbach—he whio boasted of the
power of raising the shadows of the dead—appeared at
the princely and now mournful and deserted country villa
of the R—V—. Tle had not been there a fortnight be-
fore he captivated the affections and admirations of every
one.  The mysterious and the ocenlt, mid  especially deal-
ings with a world nnknown, the “ silent land,” have a
charm for every one in general and fur the atilicted espe-
cially.  The old Prinee took courage onc day and asked
the erafty German to solve their cruel doubts. Was Al-
fonso dead or alive 2 that was the question, Taking a
fow minutes to retlect, Glatierbach answerad in this wise !
“ Prince, what you ask me to do for you, is very impou-
tant......Yes, it is quite true.  If yourunfortunate son is
no more, I may bo enabled to call forth his shadow ; but
will not the shock be too violent for you 2 Will your son
and your pupil—tho charming Countess Bianca—consent
to it ¢

“ Anything rather than ernel uncertainty,” the old Prince
answered.  And so the evoeation was dectded upon to take
place a week from that day. When Bianea heard of it,
she fainted.  Recalled to her senses by an abundance of
restoratives, curiosity got the hetter of her seruples.  She
was a danghter of KEve, as women all are.  lector began
by setting himself with all his might against what he re-
garded us o sacrilege. He did not wish to ‘trouble the
rest of the dear departed; he at first said, it his be-
loved brother was really dead, he preferred not to know
it.  But at last his growing love for Bianea aud the desire
to satisfy his father prevailed, and he too consented.

The week demanded by Glaiierbuch for preparation
and purification, seemed a century to the impatience of all
three, Mad it been a day longer, they must have all
gone mad, Meanwhile, the necromancer had not been
losing his time, Suspecting that the demand in this di-
rection woukl come one day, he had from the first quictly
gathered the minutest particulars about the dceceased Al-
fonso, and most carefully studied his life-size portrait
which hung in the old Prince’s bed-room. This was enough
for his purposcs, To add to the solemnity, he had en-
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Jjoined upon the family a stiict fast and prayers, day and
night, during the whole week. At last the longed-for
hour arrived, apd the Prince, accompanied by his son and
Bianca, entered the neeromancer’s apartment,

(1o be concluded neat month, )
——
[Continned from tho February Numbor.]
FAST INDIAN MATERIA MEDICA,
BY PANDURANG QOPAL, G.GM.C., F.T.S.

Following up the list of evacuant (8T4) drugs, mostly
of bile but in some instances also of other morbid humours,
we have the additional :—

RooOTS OF.

Sins, Marath, Latin,
Preapunniid zZlwar Cassin tora,
Kaovidir agal Cathartoearpns fistula,
Kavvadir Fiz1, @iz Allinm sepa.
Ashwagandhn  STTERY Physalis sommifern,
Vidiila GG RN Punneria Coagulans.
Bandhiica CELU Pentapetes (Hibiscus) Phee-
nicia,
Jeewnka ? ?
Sweta 3““1:'37, qI81- Calotropis procera,
W
Shana |37 AN Ctrotolaria juncea,
Vimbi diedht Momordica monodelpha,
Vacha TET Acorus calamus,
Mahabala aegd Sida rhomboiden,
(el gaaw)
Mahakal EEIUL Tricosanthes palmata,
Gavakshee FlTeH Citrullus colocynthis,
Karaveera FIZL Nerium odorum,
Gokarnee FIAB Clitorea ternata,
Mrigerviuru JIREXIT M ?
Kusha EE Poa eynosuroides.
Kasha FI37 Saccharum spontancum,
Kangonee MSF A Culastims paniculata,
Karanja (R Pongamia glabra.
Alarka AlgIe Calotropis procera,
The barks of
Tilwaka. S Symplocos racemosa,
Kampillakd,  #1%91(37 ad- dlellilotus officinalis,
& )
Tchagala, TCYRI, §i69® Rourein santaloides,

Ramyakapatala,

Ingoadee.

Meshashringee, #1338 (41T)
The tubers and hulbs of

Lashuna.
Ativisha.

Shringavera,
Vacha,

Alarka,

Arjaka,
Siirasa.
Talishapatra,

Tamalapatra,

Shigroo,
Peelao,
Matuloonga,

qgH
[ERCT

Schrebera sweteneoides,
Balanites Agyptiaca,
Gymnema sylvestre,

Y Allium cepa.

GRS Aconitum heterophylium,
g3 Zingiber officinale,

JHT Acorus calamus,

&% Calotropis gigantea,

The leaves of

S ER Ocymum sanctum,
Fldt g=d »  basilicum,
aStagt Pinus Webbiana,

s, aRReR  Cinnamomum tamala,
The flowers of

FIBIT Moringa pterygosperma.
9% Salvadora Indica.
AIRET Citrus medica vel acida,
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The vesinous exudation of
Tﬂf”’f"[ Desmodium Gangeticum,
Ashwakarna. YR TEIT I Shoren robusta,
Yashteemadhu,  sigmy Ulycirrhiza glabra,
Hingoo, Balhika, Narthex assafeetida,
Laksha, By The exceretion of an insect
growing on certain trees,

Shalaparnce,

The above list completes the enumeration of parts of
vegetables, which were credited by Sushruta with the
property of cvacuating bile and mucug, and we now pro-
ceed to the second large class of drugs which have been
known to have the opposite virtue of repressing excessive
bile action or of repressing the excessive and increased
flow of mucus, or of the vital spirits or of all combined,
This is called the Sonshamana class (HFRT EF") and is
divided into thirty-seven groups. :

The parts which are to be selected for medicinal use are
not specified, but from a practical acquaintance with thesé
drugs, as included in preseriptions given, under the treat-
ment of diseases by the same author and his school, wo
are enabled: in very many instances to determine them
without departing from their theories to any great extent.

This class of remedies, interpreted in the formalities of
modern pathological phraseology, would represent drugs
which act as repressants of the morbid irritability of mu-
cous membranes or of mucouns tissue generally, and of its
resulting phenomena of acute or sub-acute inflammation,
congestion &e., and may, therefore, be identified with what
woro cnlled phlogistics by medieval writers on Materia
Mediea. ‘The term phlogisties, however, is not used at the
present day for such remedies, and is being replaced by a
more rational explanation of the actions which ecertain
drugs produce in the system. They are indicated by sudden
changes in the ordinary nctivity of the system or are re-
cognised by pallor of countenance, depression of the radial
pulse, exudation of sweats over the skin, and a feeling of
exhaustion in the individual to whom a given remedy is
administered. .

It scems, however. that Sushruta extended the applica-
tion of the term still wider, and desired to signify that
some of themn not only net as temporary depressants of the
sympathetic system, but diminish congestions (sfases) of
blood also, increase animal heat and purify the bile
without evacuating it. Such medicines, therefore, woull
seem to stop inerensed or excessive morbid action and the
consequent waste of tissue which must oceur in all inflam-
mntions more or less. They would, therefore, in some
mensure, play the part of passive tonics ina remote man-
ner.

Though modern therapeutists have not yet recognised
the existence or possibility of this action in drugs which
will nct as depurants of one or more secreting glands and
at the snme time combine in them the property of impart-
ing tono to the vesscls of the secreting surface, yet medi-
enl men eannot but concede that this assumed property
is perfeetly possible and nm?r not be necessarily incompn.
tible in a given drug, should chemical analysis enable us
cver to discover the depurating as well as the tonio
principles in it.

The recognition of this double property by Sushruta
must be taken with considerable reserve, as it is difficult
to cull out from his list the special drugs to which he cre-
dits these apparently contradictory virtues. Sushruta has
not specified the part or parts of vegetables which exhibit
these properties, and unless therefore, we were to experi-
ment on the drugs included in this group with a view to
determine the truth of this observation, it would not be
safe to take for granted the assumption based on the ge-
neral ground of experience alone, It would seem, how-
ever, that this effect was probable from the presence of
starchy and allied principles which are detectable in indi-
viduals of this group, when used in their fresh state, Such
drugs, Sushruta aflirms, are indicated in those morbid
states of the system which are characterised by dryness
of the skin and fauces and a feeling of lassitude accompa-
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nied by torpidity of bowels and accumulation of gas in
them, in a word in a functional derangement of the
digostive organs and in coughs and dyspmea following o
chronio affection of the air pansages and Jungs. They do
not seom to act energetically on any ono of these tissues,
and until experience shonld confirm these observations of
Sushruta, they may at present be assumed to act homao-
pathically of congestions or of the diminished iritability
of such tissues,

The activity of remedies of this group does not scem to
be felt by the individual acted on orso marked in all
instances as to become apparent to an obscrver except by
assuming that they relieve the system surcharged with
products of tissue waste or by relieving an inflamed or
torpid organ of its charge by the seerctory vessels being
acted on, some exerting their power on one special organ,
and others on another, They may, thercfore, beappropriately
understood as partial revulsives, exerting their choice for
particular organs, some increasing the low of bile, some of
mucus from large mucous tructs, a few increasing the
special excretion ot the skin and the rest increasing the
uantity of urine or so velicving the congested vessels of
t.lhe urinary glands (kidneys, the functions of which were
not accurntoly detormined in Sushruta’s thne) as to fall
under the class of genoral blood depurants, miscellaneously
50 termed,

1 have pointed out that Sushta believed in the exist-
ence of certain drugs which act by purifying bile without
necessarily evacuating it.  This statement, though it does
not accord with our experience of the present day, scems
to have been based on elinieal observation alone, and al-
though we canmiot accord consent to this extravagant or
too brond a genceralisation, we may nevertheless bear wit-
ness to the presence of this property in a few drugs where
its truthfulness may not be questioned altogether.

Tuke, for instance, the jutces of bitters like the fwnn-
greok, eclipta prostrata, tinospora  cordifolin  and mo-
mordica, all of which more or less increase the flow
of bile when administered in moderate doses, increase
the flow of bile and cause free, if not copious,
alvino discharges without increasing the quantity of
their watery constituent.  This valuable property, which
has been proved in the case of certain American drugs
allied in other respects to our Indian ones by the
recent experiments of Dr. Brunton, if relied upon and
utilised, may prove of immense service in mecting the
daily wants of the medical practitioner, as it would pre-
vent oxhaustion and conserve energy to the sick when
their strength is not far too prostrated by the advance of
isease, mng afford valuable help in restoring the diseased
parts to their functions, by disgorging their congested
vessels of morbid secretions and accumulations of cftete
products, without diminishing their vitality—by no means
a small gain to the sick.

The deranged system would thus be sooner restored to
health and with less suffering nnd cost to the patient than
under the use of more active diugs which excite copious,
and, therefore, more exhausting evacuntions, whether of
one or a number of the-natural exeretions of the body,

Such drugs, therefore, were, for plausible reasons held
by Sushrata to combine in them tonic or in some cascs
an indirectly nourishing property, when obtained fresh, and
the modern practitioner will do well to take note of this
obscrvation and compare his own observations with Sushru-
ta’s; for should lis_experience confirm the observation,
he might utilise the sanative properties or virtues of those
vegetables which represent the depurant as well as the
tonic principles contained in them without his having
recourse to o separate course of tonic treatment in all
casces,

The drugs of this (§%T) Sanshamana class are group-
ed in thirty-seven classeswhich Sushruta has found severally
to possess certain special virtues and are, therefore, recom-
mended to be used in disenses recognised by particular
or specific groups of symptoms, '

They are as under —
1. Curers of deranged bile and of deranged nerve-

action (derangementz of tho vital air or the phloyiston
of Greck writers).

2. Vital astringents, or those which diminish conges-
tious aud restore or increase the tone of the mucous tissue
generally, with or without exerting a specitic action on
tho bronchinl or hepatic or gastro-intestinal mucous mems
branes,

3. General
rants,

4. Pure nerve-stimulants and lithontriptics (remedies
which dissolve stony deposits in the kidueys aud Dbladder.)

5. Alteratives exerting specific action on special tis-
sues, with a tendency to check tluxes,

. Powerful or true astringents,

7. Alteratives and detergents,

8, Cordials and antispasmadies,

9. Remedies which remove or prevent obesity or the
formation of fat in the tissues of the body.

10.  Stimulants, enrminatives and digestives, including
vermifuges or medicines which prevent the development
of intestinal worns,

11, Nervine stimulants (romedies which increase the
flow of vital spirits), and cosmeties or those which improve
the vigor and color of the skin,

12, Puritiers of the milk seerction in the mamma: and
bluod alteratives,

13, Dcobstruents, or remedies which remove visceral
congestions or local congestions in vascular tissues,

14, Pure stomachies.

15, Anti-bilious and anti-inflammatory agents, febri-
fuges, detergents (those which clean suppurating surfaces
of uleers or wonnds caused by a broach of the tissues),
and alexiphariiies  (which  destroy  morbid  fluids  and
poisons),

16, Anti-inflmnmatory or anti-phlogistic agents inclu.
ding nutritive tonies and galactagogucs.

17. Thosc which dininish the formation of mueus and
fut, increase the wrinary excretion, which act as lithontrip-
ties (solvents of stony deposits), and as resolvents of in-
ternal deposits,

18, Those which diminish or relieve the dryness of
the fauces and purify bloud. They cool the blood and
diminish the excessive formation of heat in the tissues and
bload.  They are, therefore, indieated in fevers accom-
panied by the increase of blood-heat.

19. A group similar in action to the above, but no
reasons are given for recognising it as a separate class,

20, Cordials, and appetisers, which cleawr the urine by
cqualising the civeulation of fluids,

21, Secdatives of pain, cordial and coo]ing. .

22, Refrigerants.  Also uscful in checking inflaimna.
tory diarrhaan or dysentry. Detergents also,

23, Astringents and healers of uleers,

Also refrigerant aud alteratives of the uterine circulation,

24, Cooling and appetisers,  Also febrituge.

25, Refrigerants simply.

26, Relieve congestions, torpidity of cireulation and
all atonic conditions of the system ; are also stomachic and
act as alteratives of uterine and mammary eirculation,
They cure remittent fevers also,

alteratives or insensible  Dblood-depu-

(7o be continued,)
—————

PP.PPPPPPPPPPPPPPP

It is a rather singular fact, which hitherto seems to
have escaped the notice alike of Ireland’s friends and foes,
and to have been left to the acute observation of Puck,
to discover that many—if not all—of the sources of that
country’s distress and troubles may be indexed ander the
letter P. Thus we have Poverty, Pigs, and Potatoces;
Pricsts and Popery ; Protestants, Peelers, and Population s
Potheen, Polities, and Pugnacity 3 Patriotism, Parnell, and
St. Patrick, and finally Pat himsclf. Even to America
their fatal P. follows the sons of Erin, but here turns up as
the initial of the genial and laughter- loving—Puck.
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HINDU OR ARYA ?
BY B. I, SANKDHAR,
Tlead-Master of the Normal School, Moerut,

The subject I beg to discuss to-day is of great import-
anee, as affecting the future success of onr operations, for
the gradual re-instatement of our dear Avyavarta in the
place it had long held, and conscquently it woull have
been far better for our purpose, had abler hands than inine
taken up the subject, and treated it according to its merits,
But, as it is the duty of every true son of this country
}vhcthcr a wynk or a powerful hand, to exert his utmost
in the coming struggle for her glory, so I thought it
cmnbent upon me at the risk of being regarded as pre-
sumptuous to lay these lines before the public, and ask my
readers, EKastern as well as Western, whether my pr(‘.-
gont proposal should not be our first step towards the ob-
jeet we aim at. - The question to be settled is, whether we
should continue to call oursclves Flindus, or should at onco
reassume the old designation of Arya?  Before venturing
to solve this problem, I must at once and for all acknow-
ledge that every render may at onco reply that we newd
not givo ourselves any uscless trouble a8 regards such a tri-
fling natter, :

- by one name or by another, whether he is called a Hindu
or an Arya,

Such and similar ideas are surc to arise before the read-
er's mind, as soon as he sees this ordinary question.  But
no, my dear reader, T beg to differ from you on this point,
and, conrequently, T beg to answer yon with another set of
yueries, Is it the same thing to be called a liar or an
honest man; a slave or & free man 2 Will not  our being
called by one name or another aftect the success™ of our
undertakings 7 No doubt, it will.  Now, in order to de-
cide my original problem, I think I ought to begin by giv-
ing the meaning and origin of cach of these terms. The
word Hindu menns a liar, a slave, a black, an infidel, in
short, a man possessed of cvery cvil to be found in the
world ; while the term Arya means a pious, a learned, a
noble, and a wise man, devoted to the true worship of the
Eternal.  With this explanation, I dare conclude that
no man of common sense would like to be called a Hindn,
when once he knows its ieanings. Anybody can here ask
me that if what I say is true, then how was it that the
people of this country, the once famous Aryavarta, assum-
ed such o disgusting name. i order to satisfy such an
one’s curiosity, I beg to say that once this country was
called Avyavarta and its inhabitants were known by the
name of Aryans. In proof of my above assertion, I beg
to state that the words Aryavarta and Arya are the only
words that are used to designate our dear country and its
imhabitants, in all our extant Sanskrit books. Even in our
cvery day Sankalpa (§%€7) a sort of mantra repeated at the
performance of every religious ceremony, the word Arya-
varta is used as our country’s name, while the word Hindu
is neither of Sanskrit origin, nor is even once mentioned
in any of our Sanskrit books. Had Hindu been our ori-
ginal name, this would not have been the case. The man-
ner in which our fathers came to be known by the latter
appellation seems to be as follows, When Darius Hystaspes,
the first foreign king, visited this country, about 160 years
before Alexander's invasion, it was governed by the kings
of the Lunar dynasty, hence he called this country India,
meaning the country governed by the kings of the Inda
or Moon dynasty (g, the moon). Intime they changed
the word Ind into Hind, which in their language either
signified the meanings I have already given, or in the
blindness of their bigotry they gave these meanings to
the term Hindu.  And no wonder that they did so, for
it is the custom at least amongst orientals that one sect
always nicknames the followers of another, Neither were
we slow in retorting, 7., in giving the repartee, for we in
return called them “Malechas ” and “ Yavans.” In time all
the foreigners, I mean those of Persia, Arabia, Turkey,
Tartary, Cabul, &e., began to call us by that hateful name,
for all of them subsequently became followers of Maho-
met of Arabia, When the Mohammedans conquered this

It is the same thing, whether a man isealled .

country, they being our conquerors, cruel and unjust, obe
liged us to designate ourselves with that odious title. They
ruled over us for a period of mnearly 600 years, during
which interval we grew accustomed to our new name and
forgot the old one,  And this habit has grown so strong
with us that even now, when our perscentors have no more
power over us, when we under the present strong govern-
ment are on a footing of cquality with the followers of
every other religion, the most leamed, enlightened and
high-spirited sons of this country do not object to be call-
ed Hindus, T also acknowledge, though with deep regret,
that until recently thousands of our poor ignorant country-
men were nearly unacquainted with the words Veda and
Aryas but now as Swami Daydnand Saraswati, the Lu-
ther of India, has made these words echo and re-echo all
over the land, so, I think, O brothers! O true sons of
this once exalted Aryavarta ! the time has come, or rather
is fast approaching, when we shonld show our spirit, act with
vigour, and try our best towards the re-exaltation of onr
beloved mother-country { Arise from your long sleep, O ye
Tovers of this onee famous seat of learning and religion, look
around you, and see in what a hapless state your coun-
try lies!  Act like n true magician to your prostrate
Mother, support her in her weak state, and give her once
more, no doubt as ‘you can, though after time, all the
vivacity and freshness of her youth. And now to conclude I
say persevere and you will succeed. Begin at once by
casting off your present disgusting and odious appellatipn ;
show your spirit and re-assume at once your old and dear
name of Arya.  Namasté,
Mekrur, 7th February, 1880,

e p——
(Continued from the March Number.)

A LAND OF MYSTIRY.
BY M. P. I,

Evidently, we, THEOsOPHISTS, are not the only icono-
clasts in this world of mutual deception and hypoerisy, We
are not the only ones who believe in cycles and, opposing
the Biblical chironology, lean towards those opinions which
secretly are shared by so many, but publicly avowed by so
few. We, Europeans, are just emerging fromthevery bottom
of a new eyele, and progressing upwards, while the Asiatics
—Hindus especially—are the lingering remnants of the na-
tions which filled the world in the previous and now
departed cycles. Whether the Aryans sprang from the
archaic Amecricans, or the latter from the prehistorical
Aryans, is a question which no living man can decide.
But that there inust have been an intimate connection
at some time between the old Aryans, the prehistoric in-
liabitauts of America—whatever might have been their
name—and the ancient Egyptiang, is a matter more easily
proved than contradicted.  And probably, if there ever
was such a connection, it must have taken place at a time
when the Atlantic did not yet divide the two hemispheres
as 1t does now. .

In his Derurvian Antiguities (see the TirosopHIST for
March) Dr, Hecath, of Kansas City—rare avis among
scientific men, a fearless scarcher, who accepts truth
wherever lie finds it, and is not afraid to speak it out in
the very face of dogmatic opposition—sums up his im-
pressions of the Peruvian relies in the following words : —
“Three times the Andes sank hundreds of feet benenth
the ocean level, and again were slowly brought to their
present height. A man's life would be too short to count
even the centuries consumed in this operation. The coast
of Pern has risen eighty fect since it felt the tread of
Pizuro.  Supposing the Andes to have risen uniformly
and without Interruption, 70,000 years must have elapsed
before they reached their present altitude.”  ° o

“Who knows, then, but that Jules Verne's fanciful
idea * regarding the lost continent Atlanta may be near
the truth ? 'Who can say that, where now is the Atlantic
Ocean, formerly did not exist a continent, with its dense

* This “‘idea” is plainly expressed and asserted as a fact by Plato in his

Dunquet; and was takon up by Lord Bacon in his iVew JAdantis,
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population, advanced in the arts and scicnces, who, as
they found their land sinking beneath the waters, retired
part east and part west, populating thus the two hemi-
spheres 2 This would explain the similarity of their archa:-
ological structures and races, and their differences, mo-
dified by and adapted to the character of their respective
climates and countries.  Thus would the Hama and camel
ditfer, although of the same species ; thus the algoraba and
espino trees; thus the Iroques Indians of ‘North America
and the most ancient Arabs call the constellation of the
“Great Bear” by the same name; thus various nations,
cut oftf from all intercourse or knowledge of each other,
divide the zodiac into twelve constellations, apply to them
the same names, and the Northern Hindus apply the
name Andes to their Himalayan mountains, as did the
South Americans to their principal chain®*  Must we fall
in the old rut, and suppose no other means of populating
the Western Hemisphere except ‘by way of Behring’s
Strait ¢ Must we still locate a geographical Bden in the
Eust, and suppose a land, equally adapted to man and as
old geologicully, must wait the aimless wanderings of the
“lost tribe of Israel’ to become populated 27

Go where we may, to explore the antiquitics of America
—whether of Northern, Central, or Southern America—
we are first of all impressed with the magnitude of these
relics of ages and races unknown, and then with the extra-
ordinary similarity they present to the mounds and an-
cient structures of old India, of Egypt and even of some
parts of Europe. 'Whoever has seen one of these mounds
has seen .all.  Whoever has stood before the cyclopean
structures of one continent can have a pretty accurate
Men of those of the other, Only be it said—we know
still less of the age of the antiquities of America than
even of those in the Valley of the Nile, of which we know
next to nothing.  But their symbolism—apart from  their
outward form—is evidently the same as in Kgypt, India,
and elsewhere.  As before the great pyramid ot Cheops
in Cairo, sv before the great mound, 100 fect high, on the
plain of Cahokia,—near St. Louis (Missouri)—which mea-
sures 700 feet long by 800 fect broad at the base, and
covers upwards of eight acres of ground, having 20,000,000
cubic feet of contents, and the mound on the banks of
Brush Creck, Ohio, soaccurately deseribed by Squier and
Davis, one knows not whether to admire more the geo-
metrical precision, prescribed by the wonderful and mys-
terious builders in the form of their monuments, or the
hidden symbolism they evidently sought to express.  The
Ohio mound represents a serpent, upwards of 1,000 feet
long.  Gracefully coiled in capricious curves, it terminates
in o triple coil at the tail. “ The embankment constituting
the ctligy, is upwards of five feet in height, by thirty feet
base at the centre of the body, slightly diminishing to-
wards the tail.”+ The neck is stretched out and its mouth
wide-opened, holding  within its jaws an oval figure,
* Formed by an embankment four feet in height this oval is
pertectly regular in outline, its transverse and conjugate
dinmeters being 160 and 8 feet respectively,” say the sur-
wveyors,  The whole represents the universal cosmological
idea of the serpent and the egg.  This is ensy to surmise,
But kow came this great symbol of the Hermetic wisdom
of old Ligypt to find itself represented in- North America ?
How is it that the sacred Dbuildings found in Ohio and
elsewhere, these squares, circles, octagons, and other geo-
metrical figures, in which one recognizes so casily the pre-
vailing idea of the Pythagorean sacred numerals, scem
copied from the Book of Numbers 2 Apart from the com-
plete silence as to their origin, even among the Indian tribes,
who have otherwise preserved their own traditions in
every cuse, the antiquity of these ruins is proved by the
existence of the Jargest and most ancient forests growing
on the buried cities.  The prudent archwologists of Ame-

* “'Phe nmne merice” said 1, in Isés Tnveiled Vol 1 p, 681.) three year
ago “may ono day be found closely reluted to Mern, the sncred mount in
the cuntre of the secen continents.” When tivst discovored, Ameriea was fouud
to bear among somo native tribes the name of .1tlente, In the States of
Central Amovica wo tind the name .lLwerdd, signifying, like Meru, a great
mountain, ‘I'he origin of the KAwmas Indians of Anmerica is also unkuown,

4 Smithsonian contributious to knowledge, Vol, I,

rica have generously assigned them 2,000 years. But by
whom built, and whether their authors migrated, or dis-
appeared beneath victorious arms, or were swept out of
existence by somedireful epidemic, ora universal funine, are
questions | probably beyond the -power of human investi-
gation to answer” they say. The carliest inhabitants of
Mexico, of whom history has any knowledge—more hypo-
thetical than proven—are the Toltees.  These ave suppos-
ed to have come trom the Novth und beliceed to have en-
tered Anahuac in the 7th century AL 1), They are also
credited with having constructed in Central America, where
they spread in the eleventh century, some of the great
citics whose ruins still exist.  In this case it is they who
must also have carved the hieroglyphics that cover some
of the relies.  How is it then, that the pictorial system of
writing of Mexico, which was used by the conquered peo-
ple and leawrmed by the conquerors and  their missionaries,
does not yet furnish the keys to the hieroglyphics of
Palenque and Copan, not to mention those of Pern ¢ And
these civilized Toltees  themselves, who were they, and
whience did they come?  Aud who are the Asztecs that
succeeded them ¢ Kven among the hicroglyphical systemns
of Mexico, there were some which the foreign interpreters
were precluded the possibility of studying., These were
the so-called schemes of judicial astrology * given but not
explained in Lord  Kingsborougl’s published collection,”
and set down as purely figurative and symbolical, “intend-
ed only for the use of the priests and diviners and possessed
of an esoterie signiticance.”  Many of the hicroglyphies on
the monoliths of Palenque and Copan are of the same
character,  The “ priests and diviners” were all killed oft’
by the Catholic funatics,—the secret died with them,

Nearly all the mounds in Nurth Ameriea are terraced
and ascended by large graded ways, somctimes square,
often hexagonal, octagonal. or truneated, but in all res-
pects similar to the teocallis of Mexico, and to the topes
of India. As the latter ave attributed throughout this
country to the work of the five Pundus of the Lunar
Race, so the cycdopean monuments and monoliths on
the shores of Lake Titicaca, in the rvepublic of Bolivia,
are ascribed to giants, the five exiled brothers “ from be-
yond the mounts.”  They worshipped the moon «s their
progenitor and lived before the time of the * Sons and
Virgins of the Swi”  Here, the similarity of the Aryan
with the South Awerican tradition is again but too ob-
vious, and the Solar wnd Lunar races—the Sourya Vansa
and the Clundra Vansa—re-appear in America,

This Lake Titicaca, which occupics the centre of one
of the most remarkable terrestrial basing on the whole
globe, 1s “ 160 miles long and from 50 to 80 broad, and
discharges through the valley of Kl Desagvadero, to the
south-cast into another lake, called Lake Aullagas, which
is probably kept at a lower level by evaporation or til
tration, since it has no known outlet.  The surfuce of the
lake is 12,846 fect above the sea, and it is the most ele-
vated body of waters of similar size in the world”  As
the level of its waters has very much deereased in the
historical period, it is believed on good grownds that they
once surrounded the clevated spot on which are found
the remarkable ruins of Tiahuanico,

The latter are without any doubt aboriginal monwments
pertaining to an epoch which preceded the Ineal period,
as far back as the Dravidian and other aboriginal peoples
preceded  the Aryans in India. - Although  the tra-
ditions of the Incas maintain that the great Taw-giver and
teacher of the Peruvians, Manco Capac—the Manu of
South  America—ditfused  his knowledge and  influence
from this centre, yet the statement is unsupported by
facts. It the original scat of the Aymara, or “ Inea race ”
was there, as clinmed by some, how is it that neither the
Incas, nor the Aymaras, who dwell on the shores of the
Lake to this day, nor yet the ancient Peruvians, had the
slightest knowledge concerning their history 7 Beyond
a vague tradition which tells us of * giants ” having built
these inunense structures in one night, we do not find
the faintest clue.  And, we have every reason to doubt
whether the Iucas are of the Aymara race at all, The




Incas claim their descent from Manco Capac, the son of
the Sun, and the Aymaras claim this legislator as their
instructor and the founder of the era of their civilization.
Yet, neither the Incas of the Spanish period could prove
the one, nor the Aymaras the other. The language of
the Iatter is quite distinet from the Inichua—the tongue
of the Incas; and they were the only race that refused
to give up their language when conquered by the des-
cendants of the Sun, as Dr, Heath tells us.

The ruins afford every cvidence of the highest anti-
qluity. Some are built on a pyramidal plan, as most of
the American mounds are, and cover several acres; while
the monolithic doorways, pillars and stone-idols, so ela-
borately carved, are “sculptured in a style 1wholly different
from any other remains of art yet found in America.”
D'Orbigny speaks of the ruins in the most enthusiatic
manner,  “ '&'huse monuments” he says “ consist of a
mound raised neatly 100 feet, surrounded with pillars —of
temples from 600 to 1200 feet in length, opening precisely
towards the east, mnd adorned with colossal angular colunns
—of rnrtimm of a single stone, covereld with reliefs of
skillul execution, displaying symbolical representations of
the Sun, and the condor, his messenger—of basaltic sta-
tues loaded with bass-reliefs, in which the design of the
carved head is half Egyptinn—and lastly, of the interior
of a palace formed of envrmons blocks of rock completely
hewn, whose dimensions are often 21 feet in length, 12 in
breadth, and 6 in thickness,  In the temples and  palaces,
the portals nre not inclined, ng among those of the Incas,
but perpendicular; and their vast dimensions, and  the
imposing masses of which they are composed, surpass in
beauty and grandeur all that were afterwards built by the
sovereigns of Cuzeo.”  Like the rest of his fellow-explorers,
M. D’Orbigny believes these ruins to have been the work
of n race far anterior to the Incas.

Two distinct styles of architecture are found in these
relies of Lake Titicaca,  Those of the island of Coati, for
instance, bear every feature in common with the ruins of
Tinhuanico; so do the vast blocks of stone claborately
sculptured, some of which, according to  the report of
the surveyors, in 1846, measire 2 3 feet in length by 18
feet in width, and 6 feet in thickness ;" while on some ot
the islands of the Lake Titienca there are monuments
of great extent, “ but of true Peruvian type, believed to be
the remains of temples destroyed by the Spaniards.”  The
fimous sanctuary, with the imnum figrre in it, belongs
to the former. Its doorway 10 feet high, 13 feet broad, with
an opening 6 feet 4 inches, by 3 feet 2 inches, is cut from
nosingle stone. “ Its east front has a cornice, in the cen-
tre of which is a hwinan figure of strange form, crowned
with rays, interspersed with serpents with crested heads.
Ot each side of this figure are three rows of square com-
partments, filled with Tiaman and other figures, of appi-
rently symbolic design...Were this temple in India, it
would undoubtedly be attributed to Shiva; but it is at the
antipades, where neither the foot of a Shaiva or one of
the Naga tribe has ever penctrated to the knowledge
of man, though the Mexican Indians have their Nugal,
or chief soreerer and serpent worshipper, The ruins stand-
ing on an eminence, which from the water-marks around
it, scem, to have been formerly an island in Lake Titi-
caca, and “the level of the Lake now being 135 feet lower,
and its shores 12 miles distant, this fact, in conjunction
with others, warrants the belief that these remains ante-
date any others known in America,” * Hence, all these
relics are unanimously ascribed to the same “unknown
and mysterious people who preceded the Peruvians, as
the Tulhuatecas or Toltecs did the Aztees, It seems to
have been the seat of the highest and most ancient civi-
lization of South America and of a people who have left
the most gigantic monuments of their power and skill ...
And these monuments are all either Dracontivs—temples
sacred to the Snake, or temples dedicated to the Sun,

Of this same character are the ruined pyramids of
Teotihuacan and the monoliths of Palenque and Copan,

* Nee American Cyclopardia Art, ¢ Teotihuacan,”
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The former are some eight Icai;ucs from the city of Mexico
on the plain of Otumla, and considered among the most
ancient in the land. The two principal ones are dedica-
ted to the Sun and Moon, respectively. They are built
of cut stone, square, with four stories and a level arca at
the top. The larger, that of the Sun, is 221 feet high,
680 fect square at the base, and covers an area of 11 acres,
nearly equal to that of the great pyrmmid of Cheops.  And
cct, the pyramid of Cholula, higher than that of Teoti-
fmacan by ten feet according to Humboldt, and having
1,400 feet square at the base, covers an area of 45 acres !

It is interesting to hear what the carliest writers—
the historians who saw them during the first conquest—
say even of some of the most modern of these buildings,
of the great temple of Mexico, among others, It cousisted
of an immense square area “ surrounded by a wall of stone
and lime, eight feet thick, with battlements, ornamented
with many stone figures in the form of serpents” says
one. Cortez shows that 500 houses might be easily placed
within its enclosure. It was paved with polished stones,
so smooth, that “the horses of the Spaniards could not
move over them without slipping,” writes Bernal Diaz
In connection with this, we must remember that it was
not the Spaniards who conquered the Mexicans, but their
lorses. As there never was a horse seen before by this
people in America, until the Europeans landed it on the
const, the natives though excessively brave, “ were so awe-
struck at the sight of horses and the roar of the artillery”
that they took the Spaniards to be of divine origin' and
sent them human beings as sacrifices,  This superstitious
panic is suflicient to account for the fact that a handful
of men conld go easily conquer incalculable thousands
of warriors,

According to Gomera, the four walls of the enclosure
of the temple corresponded with the cardinal points,  In
the centre of this gigantic aren arose the great temple,
an immense pyramidal structure of eight stages, faced with
stone, 300 feet square at the base and 120 feet in height,
truncated, with a Ievel summit, upon which were situated
two towers, the shrines of the divinities to whom it was
consecrated—Tezeatlipoea and Huitzlipochtli.. It was here
that the sacrifices were performed, and the eternal fire
mainlained,  Clavigero tells ws, that besides this great py-
ramid, there were forty other similar structures conscerated
to various divinities. The one called Tezcaealls *the
House of the Shining Mirrors, sacred to Tezcatlipoca, the
God of Light, the Soul of the World, the Vivifier, the Spi-
ritunl Sun,”  The dwellings of priests, who, according
to Zarate, amounted to 8,000, were near by, as well as the
seminaries and  the schools.  Ponds and fountains, groves
and gardens in which flowers and -sweet smelling herbs
were cultivated for use in certain sacred rites wul the
decoration of altars, were in abundance; and, so large was
the inner yard, that “ 8,000 or 10,000 persons had suflicient
room to dance in it upon their solemn festivities "—says
Solis,  Torquemada estimates the number of such temples
in the Mexican empire at 40,000, but Clavigero, speaking
of the majestic Zeocalli (literally, houses of God) of
Mexico, estimates the number higher,

So wonderful are the features of resemblance between
the ancient shrines of the Old and the New World that
Humboldt remaing unequal to express his surprise. “ What
striking analogies exist between the monuments of the
old continents and those of the Toltecs who...built these
colossal structures, truncated pyramids, divided by layers,
like the temple of Belus at Babylon | Where did they
take the model of these edifices 7 fu: exclaims,

The eminent naturalist might have also enquired where
the Mexicans got all their Christian virtues from, being
but poor pagans.  The code of the Aztees, says Prescott,
“evinces a profound respect for the great principles of
morality, amnd ascleara perception of these principles as is
to be found in the most cultivated nations” Some of
these are very curious inasmuch as they show such a simni-
larity to some of the Gospel ethics. “He who looks too
curiously on a woman, commits adultery with his eyes’
says one of them, *Keep peace with all; bear injuries
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with humility; God who sces, will avenge you,” de-
clares another. Recognizing but one Supreme Power
in Nature, they addressed it as the deity by whom
we live, Ommnipresent, that knoweth all thoughts and
giveth all gifts, without whom man is as nothing ; in-
visible, incorporeal, one of perfect perfection and purity,
under whose wings we find repose and a sure defence.”
And, in naming their children, says Lord Kingsborough
“ they used a ceremony strongly resembling the Chris-
tian rite of baptism, the lips and bosom of the infunt
being sprinkled with water, and the Lord implored to wash
aweay the sin that was given to it before the foundation of
the world, so that the child might be born unew.” ** Their laws
were perfeet ; justice, contentient and peace reigned in the
kingdom of these benighted heathens,” when the brigands
and the Jesuits of Cortez landed at Tabasco. A century
of murders, robbery, and forced conversion, were sufficient
to transform this quict, inoftensive and wise people into
what they are now. They have fully benefited by dogmatic
Christianity., And he who ever went to Mexico, knows
what that means. The country is full of blood-thirsty
Christian fanatics, thieves, rogues, drunkards, debauchees,
murderers, and the greatest liars the world has ever pro-
duced ! Peace and glory to your ashes, O Cortez and
Torquemada ! In this case at least, will you never be per-
mitted to boast of the enlightenment your Christianity
has poured out ou the poor, and once virtuous heuthens |

(1o be continued.)

—-———*—.—».—_._<
PTANTRIC PUHILOSOLILY,
DY BARADA KANTA, I‘\IAJUA\II);\IL

Tt is deeply to be regretted that the Tantras have not
found favour with some scholars and truth-seckers of this
country. People generally feel as if an intuitive repug-
nance at the very name of Tantra, which seems to asso-
ciate with it all that is impure, ignoble and inmoral 5 but
yet there are many Tantras hiding in their neglected pages
golden keys which may well help the eamest pilgnm to
“open the sealed gates of mysterious nature.  The Tantras
are an invaluable treasure, embracing besides religion and
theology, law and medicine, cosmology, yoga, spiritualism,
rules regarding the elementaries and ahnost all the branch-
es of transcendental philosophy.  They are over 160 in
numbcr, but written as they are in the Bengali character,
and their study being confined among a very few of the
Tantrik sect, the world at large has been deprived of the
knowledge of what they really are.  The Tantriks like
the Freemasons and Rosicruciaus studiously hide their
books and secrets from the outside world.

With a view to disabuse the minds of the Tantra-haters
of their misconception about this very instructive and
interesting branch of  the Hindu literature, 1 will attempt
in the scquel to give a succinet account of the doctrines
of the Malkdniredna Tantra as to the Deity.

The Deity, according to the Muhdniredne Tantra, is o
duality—the grand, immutable and  inseparable combina-
tion of mind and matter. It i3 always indivisible, im-
personal, unsusceptible of any fecling, such as pleasure
nud pain, imperceptibly Litent in every created object,* all-
pervading and cternal, 1t i3 the fountain-light of the
senses and the faculties, itself’ having neither the one nor
the other. Brahmd, Vishuu and Shivaare the personifications
of the centrifugal, sustaining and ceutripetal cnergies of
the great One, they being never independent entities.

* gl sdyamt @ UE: TENT |
Si¥y gRFon wer aqfy Agg ||
faw: grefaa ¥ €gdE argesan |
L » * * » *

- §AtraiREdn aSgay dyiarn |
taRaFd wFdfa 9 eadwn: F97 ||

T R &4y ¥4 adeardt qara:

All the created objects from the great to the small are pro-
vided with it.*

This Great Cnuse of Causes is known only to those who
are adepts in what is known by the name of Samddhi yoga,
The Yogi to feel it must be impregnable to feelings of
pleasure and pain, happiness and misery, heat and cold, in
short, every terrestrial thing that aflects the mind of the
ordinry mortal. - The discipline of the mind is not the
less imperative.  The practiser of Yoga should stand be-
youd the control of the passions, regard with an even eye
both friend and foe, and completely abstract his mind from
the outside world.  He is to concentrate” his mind upon
the vital Mantra, ome satchit ekam brahing » which is
thus explained. The sylluble one is the symbol of the
centrifugal, sustaining and centripetal energies of God ;
the letter («) means the sustaining or preservative energy,
() the destroying (rather decomposing and centripetal)
cnergy, and () the creative (rather centrifugal) energy,
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1 have used the words centrifugal, centripetal and eneryy

advisedly.  From the Admadhenu Tantra it would appear
that the letter (w) of the Prunava is the symbol of a cer-
tain foree (call it power if you will) named 2ldha Aundaling
(37‘1: #98f@l), whose color is like the scarlet Champak,
cmbodying the five Devas (Thatis, Tanmitias or the occult
essences of sound, light, smell, touch and air) and the five
Prinas, The color of the force symbolized by (m) is like
that ot the dawning sun, and it is called the arame Kun-
dali (W(‘IMI); it also embraces the five Devas and Pruns
The symbol («) is of the moon’s color, pentangular, em-
bracing the five Devas as above; having three powers
(sukti), three attributes, though without any attribute, and
itself the divine essence enbodied,
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Now among the descriptions of Aundalind in Tantra-

sira these three attributes among others are noticeable,
viz, that it is subtle, moving in three and a half circles
and enciveling the esoteric (procreative will, [ believe) of
the  self-existent Deityf  Viewing in this light this
Kundalini appears to be the grand pristine force which
underlies organic and inorganic matter,  Modern seience
also teaches us that heat, light, clectricity, magnetism,
&e, are but the moditications of one great t'(n'cc.° I con-
fess my inability to ascertain the distinction between
dhas Kundalind and Parama Kunduli, typifying the ne-
gative toree and the positive force respectively, but doubt-
less they are the different manifestations of one great prim-
eval force or power which created the niverse. I have
substituted the word centripetal for destroying, because it
i laid down that at the time of Muhdpralaya organiec mat-
ter will be decomposed and withdrawn to whenee it issued,

97: EEIAEE RS AOF T
A FAE eqEdTaiTER ||
I am struck with an idea, though T am not now in
position for want of some very valuable Tantrik works to
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substantiate my point, that the syllable Om is the esoterie
rerbal symbol, whereas the cross, Arani, Lingam, &e, is the
csoteric physical symbol hiding the same divine meaning
underneath.  There is the positive vertical force (in) in-
tersecting the negative horizontal force (u), and (a) is the
harmonial motion of these two forces, (the harmony being
mentioned by three other royal sektis of dignity, encrgy
and counsel) sustaining and preserving the universe, which
is but the embodiment of the divine cssence (7% Faeq
AFAIA,)

But to resume : st means immortal, rather ever-existent,
chit, the fountain of perception, knowledge and wisdoan ;
ckam, unity 5 and brahma implies greatness,  But the con-
centration of the mind on the mantra is not alone sufti-
cient 5 the Yogi to attain beatitude must realize the Deity
explicated by it.(1)  And what is Yoga 2 1t is the con-
juncture of the Jiva (mind) with the Atma (soul, e, God)
—it is that worship whichi unites the servant with the
master, (2)

But this state of the mind, the vesult of the highest
culture and training, is attainable only by a few, who de-
vote their whole life and energy to ‘the fearless investi-
gation of truth, The majority of the people getting no
such education and addicting themselves to mundane pur-
suits, arc not in a position to appreciate or realize the abs-
tract God, Thrown into the wlllirlpool of action, tempted
by passions and interest, beset by cnemies and untoward
circumstanees, goaded by hope and ambition, struck down
by fear and despair, frail man is capable of doing the
oreatest mischief to himsclf and to his fellow-brethren,
The bond of religion is, therefore, of the highest import-
ance to ensure peace and seeurity,  And what religion can
the average man appreciate 7 Certainly not the highest
theosophy. To suit the capacity of such men the sages
expounded a system of casily tangible faith founded on
the attributes and actions of the Deity(3), keeping in

view Prakriti, the fountain-source of matter, and screen-

ing out chaitanya, the ocean of intelligence, knowledge
and wisdom,  But they did not descend to idolatry by
onc step. Their first lesson was to contemplate attribu-
tive images, failing which the untutored mind was in-
structed to make visible images of rakreiti, symbolizing
her attributes.  Thus Kali (or Sakti, Prakriti, that is, God
manifested in matter) is made of black color, having aeres-
cent on hier forehead, three eyes, wearing red cloth, dis-
tribnting sccurity and boon with her hands, sitting on the
searlet lotus, and having her mouth wide open at the sight
in front of drunken Kdla (time) dancing.  Even as white,
ourple and other colors are absorbed by the black. so do
the clements find their rest in Kali, hence her color is
jmagined to be black ; the symbol of the moon indicates her
loveliness ; the light of the universe being the sun, moon and
fire, the CGreat Light of Light is made to have three eyes
1ime masticates and devonrs all ereated objects, the blood
of which is imagined to be her cloth ; the universe upon
which she sits being the offxpring of the active power
(Rajas)—her throne is made of purple lotus. The drink
of Kdla is folly. (4)

" The ritualistic portions of the work are not less in-
feresting 5 they unfold the means whereby the sentient
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Go as well as Its symbolic representations are to be wor-

shipped. My next paper will be devoted to their treatment.

Symbolic worship is by no means soul-lifting: (5) It is
only for the benefit of the worldly-minded people—to
induce them to the contemplation of something holy and
transmundane, and to guard against folly and vice, that
such worship has been inculeated.  But the soul can never
attain beatitude until it breaks off the girdles of Karma
(nction) and oblains Gnan (God-knowledge). The Gor-
dian knot of action binds the soul, hand and foot to the
workl, where repeatedly it gets birth and dies away until
theosophy redecms it from transmigration,

Rajshahi in Bengal, Feb. 11th, 1880.

— ——

A MOST INTERESTING AND INSTRUCTIVE LETTER HAS
been addressed to the Society by a respectable physician in
England, in which advice is asked for the treatment of a
gentleman who,sinee attending some Spiritualistic © cireles”
to witnessthe strange phenomenon of “Materialization,” has
been obsessed by an evil influence or “bad spirit” despite
his efforts to throw it off. The casc is so important that it
will be specially deseribed in nextmonth’s THEOSOPHIST.

—————

RADIANT MATTER.

M. CAMILLE FLAMMARION ON MR. CROOKES' NEW DIs-
COVERIES IN PHYSICS,

The Rerue Spirite of Paris, & monthly journal establish-
cd by the late Allan Kardee—the founder of the Spiritis-
tic School in France—and edited by M, P, G, Leymarie, a
Fellow of the Theosophical Society, in its February num-
ber, 1880, has a most intevesting article, discoursing upon
Mr, Crookes, the eminent English physicist, interested in
the ocenlt studies, It speaks thus of him and his great
popularity now in France :—

“ Spiritisin feels too grateful 1o the great scientist William
('rookes that anything to his greater glory should remain unnoticel.
Suflice then, that he is the author of the admirable researches on
Radiant Matter of which the whole press entertained lately the
French publig, to make it our duty to our readers to welcome the
dixcovenies of the great chemist who did not shirink from the study
of spiritist phenomena*  Tliis alone would be sufficient for us, had
we not still another motive, one that concerns the cause of Spiri-
tism to its core and heart, as the problem of radiant mmatter is the
problem of S‘virituulism itself, 'l‘llmt which Mesmerists and Spiri-
tualists call fluid, is probably only a special manifestation of what
My, Crookes designutes under the name of radiant matter. The
discovery of afourth condition of matter is a door opened for its
transformations for ever ; it i the invisible and impalpable man that
Lecomes pussible without ceasing to be substantial ; it is the world
of spirits entering the domain of scientific hypotheses without
absurdity : it presents a possibility for the materialist to belicve
in a future life, without renouncing the material substratum which
he thinks necessary for the maintenance of individuality. There
are other considerations too. We do not mention homewopathy,
having never studied it, but it i= more than probable that homwo-
paths will find arguments as well in the facts of rudiant matter......

“ Mr. Crookes 18 not only the chemist known to the scientific
world, but at this time there is not a Frenchman well read in
journalistic information who i« not aware of the importance of his
works, and this name is now for science a dazzling light, a popular
glory, To give an iden of his work and of the interest which his
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* The twenty millions of Western Leliover in the modern phenomena and
those who nttribute them to the ngency of departed spirits or souls (bhutar)
aro divided into two prent sects— the Spiritualists and the Spiritists. The
Jatter arc ** Re-incarnatienists,”,or believers in the successive re-incarnntions
or transmigrations of the human soul.—En, TnoEos, : )
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experiments at the Paris observatory and at the school of medicine
have genernlly excited throughout the press, wo cannot do better
than reproduce passages from the numerous nrticles published by
scientific editors.”

The first contribution to this effect iz given Ly a letter from M.
Camille Flammarion, the astronomer x\nﬁ spiritist to the journal
Le Toltuire on the subject of Radiant Matter, extructs from which
letter we now give for the benefit of the readers of the Zheosophist.
M. Flammarion says :

_“ We had, the other night, at the Observatory, a lectnre on phy-
sics—physics pavely scientific, let it be well understood—very in-
teresting and extremely instructive. Mr. W. Crookes, F.R.8. of
London, shewed there fo a select mieeting his curious experiments
upan a peculiar state of matter, which he colls radiant matter. M,
Snlet was the interpreter ; in the audience was M. Gambetta, accon-
panied by General Farre,”

M. Flanmarion then alleges that Faraday was the first person to

conceive the idea of radiant matter, asa hardy hypothesis, in the
year 1616, Hisletter thus proceeds :—
. ““At the commencement of the century, if any one had asked what
38 gas, he would hive been answered, it is matter diluted and rave-
fied to the point of Leing impalpable ; except when it is exciled by
a violent movement, it is invisible ; it is 1ncapable of assuming a
definite form, like solids ; or of forming drops like liquids ; it is
always in a position to dilate when it encounters no resistunce, and
to contract under the action of pressure. Such were the principal
pmyertios attributed to gas thirty years ago. But the researches of
modern science have greatly enlarged and modified our ideas about
the constitution of these elastic fiuids,

“We now consider gas to be composed of an almost infinite num-
ber of little particles or molecules, which are incessantly in move-
ment, and which are animated by a tendency to velocity of move-
mont to the greatest possible degree. As the number of these mo-
lecules is exceedingly great, it follows that a molecule cannot move
in any direction without quickly striking against another. But if
we extract from a closed vessel a great quantity of the air, or of the
gos which it coutains, the number of the molecules is diminished,
and the distance that a given molecule can move without knocking
ngainst another is increased, the mean lengih of its free course being
in inverse ratio to the number of molecules remaining.

“The more perfect the vacuum, the greater the average distance
that a molecule traverses before colliding ; or in other icrms, tho
mean length of the free course angments the more the physical pro-
perties of the uas become modified. Thus, when we arrive ata
cerfain point, the phencmena of the radiometer become possible ;
and if we earry the rarefaction of the gas still farther, that is to say,
if we diminish the number of tlie molecules which are found in a
given space, and by that means augment the mean length of their
free courses, we render the experiments which are the subject mat-
ter of our consideration, possible. As Mr. Crookes says :—-

‘These phenomena differ so greatly from those presented by gas
in its ordinary tension, that we are in the presence of a fourth condi-
tion of matter, which is as far removed from the gaseous condition
as gas is from the liquid condition.

¢ The molecules of ‘gas, for example, contained in this envelope of
crystal (a globe five inches in diameter) and which are now become
comparatively few in number—although there are actually left
milhards on milliards—by being no longer impeded reciprocally in
their movements, have acquired new propertics, of extreme energy.
Here ure revealed by tho most bLrillinnt plienomena some of those
mysterious powers of nature, the secret Inws of which are yet littlo
known,

*These molecules projected on diamonds and rubies in rapid
streams, cange them to shine forth with intense brilliancy of colour,
green and red, and the glass under their action becomes tlluminated
with flashing phosphorescence.

¢ A rapid current of these particles which an ingenious lecture-
table method of lighting renders visible 1o all eyes, heats platino-iri-
dium alloy, to beyond 2,000 degrees, melting it like wax.

¢ It appears that all these molecules, which have been rendered
more free and mobile by reduction of their number, act like bullets
#o small as to defy imagination, and the number of which, still in
this vacuum of which man is so proud, appears to be still infinite,’

“Mr, Crookes, by means of various ingenious experiments, de-
monstrates the following propositions :

‘Wherever radiant matter strikes, it induces an energetic phos-
rhoresucnt action :—it moves in a straight line ; when intercepted

1y o solid substance it throws a shadow ; it exercises an energetic
mechanical action upon the Lodies it sirikes against ; it deviates
from its straight course under the influence of the magnet ; when
arrested in its movement, it produces heat.’

“These are some of the experiments so new, so unexpected, and
of such deep interest. The author of them lins succeeded in making
a vacuum 1u his tubes of a millionth of atmaosphere, and he might
even attain to a ten millionth or perfectionate it even to a twenty
millionth. Very well, such a pneumatic vaenum, far from vepre-
senting to the mind an absolute vacuum, represeuts on the con-
trary, still a real condition of matter, and still an immeasurable
number of molecules, Thus, for example, a globe of glass of thir-
teen centimetres, (about five inches) in diameter, like those in
which some of the preceding experiments had Dbeen made, wonld
contain something liLe a septillion, thus :—1,000,000,000, 000,000,
000,000, of molecules of air, Very well, if we make a vacuum there
to u millionth of the atmosphere, the globe will still contain a ¢uintil-
lion of molecules, ‘That is no small thing., It is even enormous—-
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unimaginable ! Suppose we pierce this globe of glass by the aid
of an electric spark, which traverses it by an opening quite micro-
scopic, but suflicient, nevertheless, to permit the air to enter ; how
much time will it take for this quintillion of molecules to get into
the globe, in which a vacnum has been made ?  If a hundred
millions of molecules shonld enter in a second, in order to fill this
globe there would Le a necessity of—

12,  BRZ, 510, 617, 476, 500, Seconds,
or 214, 708, 510, 291, 275, Minutes,
or 3, 578, 475, 171, 621, THours,
or 149, 103, 132, 147, Days.

or 408, nol, 731, Years.

more than four hundred millions of years. Nevertheless, the vessel
is filled in an houwr.  What are we to conclude by this 7 Why, that
not only a hundred millions of molecules enter in a second, but
three lmndred quintillions. The smallness of these molecules is,
then, absolutely incomprehensible.  They are so to speak but ma-

thematieal points.

“ In the study of this fourth condition. ur stats of matter, it
seems that we have attained a knowledye of, seized, and submit-
ted to our control, the small indivisible atoms which we may con-
sider as forming the physical basis of the Universe, and that we
have attained to the limit where matter and forece appear to
blend—to the obscure domain which marks the frontier that sepa-
rates the known from the unknown. I hope the learned experimenter
will ieve permit me to make a reflection 1nspived by his own experi-
ments.  That which he calls radiant matter, may it not be simply a
made of clectricity 7 The radiations observed, the luminous and
calorific phenomena produced, the deviations obtained under the
influence of the magnet and magnetic currents, do they not suggest
directly to the mind the existence of actions of the electric order ?
This idea may well have struck the author himself, and perhaps he
might discuss this objection which appears to us direct and quite
natural. This objection does not, however, seem to us to be proved.

2ut whatever may be the ndopted theory, these experiments are
none the less novel, curions, and of the first ovder. We will finish
by an indiscvetion ; it was in studying the phenomena of Spiritual-
ism that My, Crookes has been led to these magnificent discoveries,

“CAMILLE IPLAMMARION,
Astronomer.”
—_—
ITINTS TO THE STUDENTS OF YOG VIDYA.
BY RUTTUN CHUND BARY,

There are cight parts of Yog, viz, Yama, Niyama, Asa-
na, Prinndydma, Pratyfhdra, Dhiranna, Dhyina and Sa-
médhi, each of which T shall endeavour to define as briefly
as possible.

The principles of Yama enjoin us—

(1) To observe perfect freedom from the desire of
injuring others, and to realize in practice reallove and
heartfelt sympathy for all creatures ;

(2) To speak always the truth ; making our words
convey our exact meaning ;

(3) To be free from a desire {onisappropriate others’
property, however insignificant ; )

(4) 'To practise self-denial, or in other words never to
allow gratification to carnal passions, cven in thought;

(5) To keep always and everywhere aloof from pride
and vanity.

The principles of Niyama enjoin us—

(1) To observe cleanliness of body and purity of mind

(2) To be content and cheerful under all  the vicissi«
tudes of life;

(#) To listen to, and practise, the doctrines caleulated
to exalt our mind and refine our thoughts ;

(4} To read the sacred books, such as the Vedas, &e.,
and to have full faith in the existence of the Infinite Spi-
rit, Om ;

(3) To bear always in mind that our actions and
thoughts arc watched and witnessed by the Omnipresent
Spirit,

Asana,

This treats of the posture to be adopted at the time of
pertorming Yog. The posture assumed should be quite
casy and in no way painful or inconvenient, For oriental
people, squatiing is the one generally preferved,

Prémmayima,

This relates to the suppression of the inspiration and
expiration of breath,
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(1) When the breath is exhaled, the student should,
before he takes it in again, allow as much time to pass as
he conveniently can.

(2)  And when it is inhaled, ho should sufter the same
amount of time to elapse before it is exhaled again,

(3) He should then suspend breathing altogether, of
course, for a few seconds at the beginning, and never so
long as would cause him incouvenience or prove danger-
ous to his health. In short, his practice must be regu-
lated by his strength,

(4) e should then inhale and exhale his breath slow-
ly and with less force than usual. T advise no person to
practise this part of Yog, unless he has a Yogi at his side,
hiagmueh as it endangers health and life, if woskilfully at-
* tempted and in the absence of an instructor,

LPratydhara.
This requires us to control our mind so as to CXCIeiso
full aunthority over ity feelings and cmotions,

Dhdgranna
is to withhold the mind from all external objects and in-
ternal thoughts and to coneentrate it upon a certain part
of the body, cither the navel, hoeart, forchead, nose or
tongue, and then to meditate on Om and its attributes,

Diyana

ia to intensify that meditation, and to keep the mind void
of any other thought, feeling or emotion.

Scamddhi

leads the Yogi to gnin that perfection in_the intensity of
meditation which cnables him to attain absorption in the
Infinite Spirit. i )

In Dhyina the Yogi is conscious of his own self, of his
mind, and of the Infinite Spirit ; but in Samddhi he loses
the consciousness of the first two, and the Infinite Spirit
only remains before his mind’s eye.

Your readers must know that the writer of this article,
not being a Yogi himsclf, writes this not so much to teach
others as to learn himself, and will, therefore, feel highly
grateful to any who being Yogis themselves will correct
him wherever they see him taking a wrong course.

Dhéranua, Dhydina and Samadhi are together call-
ed Sannyfma, )

No one should expect to enjoy the bliss of Sunnyima,
which is beyond all deseription, without first observing the
principles of Yanue and Niyama. )

God, the primeval cause that pervades the universe, and
isthe Master of all things, either animate or inanimate,
is a Being invisible to the physical eyes, imperceptible
to the bodily senses and incomprehensible to our finite
intellect, Who dares define such a Being, and in what
language 2 No other language than that of the Deity itsclf,
(if it can be said to have any specific language at all). can
boast of representing it asit is. And in Sannydma we are
brought face to face with this Being.

The first fruit that a Yogi reaps is that his mind is
always fearless and his soul happy. These two qualifica-
tions are the true attendants that o Yogi can always count
upon, and without these no person should be looked upon
as a Yogi. It is, indeed, difficult to enter all at once mnto
the state of Samddhi, but Dhydna, 1 am sure, is a stage that
can at any rate be reached even by a beginner,

It is in Dhydna that a student of Yoga Vidya begins to
hear that mystic music called the Andhad-Shabd (which
is so beautifully illustrated at page 87 of the THEOSOPHIST
for January 1880, in the article on Yog Philosophy) which
varies in its tunes and notes in proportion to the advance-
ment of the student from one stage to another.

In the first stage it resembles the chirping of a sparrow,
in the second it is twice as loud, in the third it is like the
tolling of bells, in the fourth like the blowing of a great

"shell, in the fifth like the music of alute, in the sixth
like the clapping of hands, in the seventh like the sound
of a flute (Vinna), in the eighth like the beating of a
drum, in the ninth like the sound of a small trumpet, and
in the tenth like the deep pealing of thunder,
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Itis in the tenth stage called Sumddhi that Hiran-
nyagarbha, that eternal and unfading light, which until
then penetrated its rays only now and then through
the thick cloud of matter, breaks in upon the Yogi
in its full brightness and glory, and absorbs him. The
Yogis when they reach this state, gain the power of
the Deity just as a piece of iron gams the property of
the magnet when both are brought in close connection
with each other, And it issuch Yogis that should be
looked upon with awe and reverence. However, the farther
the student advances from one stage to another, the greater
the psychic powers he begins to possess, In the infancy
of his spiritual development, future events are revealed to
him through dreams especially those connected with his
own person, his intimate friends and nearest relatives,
But as his Dlydna makes a move nearer to the attainment
of Samddhi, his capacity is so increased as to enable him to
see distant objects and future events as happening before
him in his semi-Samadhi,  And he can also save himself
to n certain extent from the attack of diseases and all lnut-
ful creatures. ‘

When the student acquires so mmuch power, it happens
in some few cases that he becomes reserved, and looks down
upon others, This he should scrupulously avoid as,
otherwise he stands face to face with the danger of
being pulled down to the point from whence he first
started.

He should bear all ill-treatment with patience and be
cver forgiving ; in short, he should act like the Omnipre-
sent Deity that allows the sun to shine equally both on
the good and the wicked. A slight partiality for one and
hatred for another is sure to retard his progress,

It should be borne in mind that Dhydna can never be
enjoyed unlessthemind is quitefree of alldesires at the time.
"The ever-wavering state of the mind is a great obstacle
in our way of spiritual development, and no mind can be
brought to any point of stability unless it is separated
from all desires. And to effect this, various are the means
adopted by different persons. Some engage their mind
anithowt reserve in the recitation of cither of the following
ineffable names of the Deity :—Om, Soham, Hans-Hans,
Tut-Sut &e. &e, Others engage their mind directly in
searching after Eternal Light, which manifests itself to the
devotee in the inner chamber of his heart, called in Sanskrit,
Bralm-poort.

Punjab, February 1880,
———
BRAITMOISM vs, HINDUISI.

BY A HINDU LAWYER,

I have no mind to occupy any space in your esteemed
journal with any discussion as to the relative merits of
the two religions, but I propose, with your permission, to
point out to those concerned why the new religion has not
been able to progress so well as it should have in the course
of the last half-a-century. Hinduism is the oldest reli-
gion in the world, and it must be a religion of love and no
dogma that would upset it, if possible, It is a tremendous
edifice that has out-lived the raids of time, stood the
fury of many a cyclone, and baffled all foreign aggression.
It embraces all phases of moral philosophy and is, from
o Hindu point of view, the fountain-head of theology.
Brahmoism (or the religion of one true I3rakma), as ori-
ginally found by Rajah R4m Mohun Roy, has sprung out
of it. Brahmoism has since received many an accretion
from foreign bodies, and alluvium deposited by the wash-
ing of the flood of time. It professes to contain the con-
centrated essence of the sweets of all the known religions
of the earth, It ought, therefore, strictly speaking, to
be the prevailing religion at this hour, at least in India.
But even in Bengal, it is not the religion of many, but
of a few young Bengalis.  Why is this? It is not because
there is any inherent or latent defect in the system itself,
but, because, I believe, there is a fault in its followers, Let
it not be understood, however, that any reflection is in-’
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tended upon the character of all the Bralimos; no, there
are very honourable exceptions to the rule. What I em-
ghaticnlly beg to assert is that men like Babu Keshub

hundar Sen, whose public life has been inconsistent
throughout, and who, at the close of the nincteenth cen-
tury, w tho midst of all this Western enlightenmment
and civilization, wants to be vegarded as a prophet and
to bo worshipped like Christ Jesus of Nazareth, cannot
guide, far loss rule, the spiritual destiny of wmillions,  Be-
sides, if tho Brahmos are really in carnest to convert into
their faith their Hindu brethren, they must forsake the
aggressive policy and the offending attitude they have
lately adopted towards the Hindu society. T have been led
into making these remarks by the facts of n case that
has lately oceurred at Allahabad, and has been fully ve-
ported by n correspondent in_ the columns of the
“ Prabhati)” o vernacular daily published at Caleutta. It
appears that a certain teacher in the Government school
at Allahabad, a young Baboo, graduate of the Calentta
University and a Brahmo, became an accomplice, at least
after the fact, of enticing away, under cover of midnight,
o young Hindu girl-widow from the lawful eustody of her
poor brother.  When questioned by the girl's brother and
somo of his triends, the said teacher, after much hesitation
and with great reluctance, confessed that the girl was in
his house ; and, when pressed to deliver her up, he ma-
naged to send her down to Calcutta in the company ot
the two striplings who had personally brought the girl out
from her home, there to be placed under the custody of a
Bralmo, to be educated, initiated into Brahmoisin and
then married under the Brahmo Marriage Act, to a bride-
groom of any caste that may hereafter be chosen by her
or on her behalf,  An indignation-meeting, attended by
almost all the leading members of the Hindu community
of Allahabad, was held the other day, and the conduct of
the said Bengali teacher was unanimously condemned.
If the fucts of this case be true (and 1 have no doubt they
are), the Brahmos of Allahabad have not only wounded
the feelings of a respectable Hindu family—not only of-
fended the Hindu society at large, but considerably, 1f not
irreparably, injured the chances of the progress of their
religion, at least in Upper India. Onc such example of
indiscretion and wickedness as this is apt to neutralize
the effect of the labours of years, and to hinder the ad-
vancement of the cause in future. T hope no one in the
service of our Government, whose maxim is ncutrality
in matters of religion, would be allowud to practise
with impunity any questionable trattic on the religious
and social feelings of any section of the community,
Certainly the argument becomes stronger when applied
to the case of a school-master, whose class is supplied with
children of men of every shade of religion and who is,
no doubt, by virtue of his position, reckoned and recog-
nised as a representative man in some sense of the term.
Let the Bralimos of Allahabad contradict, if they can, the
clear version of the facts narrated in detail by the said
correspondent, who has given the names of all partics
concerned, including those of the witnesses who could
depose to each sct of those facts, Otherwise there is no
escape for them from the serious charge laid against them,
We Lnow widow-remarriage is a noble object per se, but, it
is submitted, it should not be conswmmated by any unwor-
thy devices. In one sense, the Hindus are afraid of
Brahmoism more than they are of Christianity. The
native Christians live apart from them and do everything
in the light ot the day ; whereas the Brahmos live in their
homes, mix with, and move in, the society of their fumales,
and oftentimes bring about their ends surreptitiously,
The conviction is gaining ground every day in the Hin-
du mind that Brahmoism is fast becoming a religion of
diplomacy ! As an admirer of Brahmoism, I pity the
erting Brahmos for the sake of their religion which is
essentially one of love, mercy aud fellow-feeling—the
cardinal virtues of its parent, Hinduism, the soul of which
is Fair Play and

NO HUMBUG.
24th February 1880.
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A HAUNTED CASTLE 1IN THE NINETEENTIT
CENTURY,

BY PROFESSOR ZAHED-LEVY,

Tho eastle of 1), near Saint-A., mentioned by M. An-
gol, lins boon, it appears, visited during several centuries
by the iubabitants of the other world,  As a proof of
what | advanece, T will mention the nocturnal sounds so
ofton hoard by the master of the place himself, and
the sighs and sobs which trouble the sleep of the inha-
bitants of the house several times a month,  They have
been heard, and ean, no doubt, be heard again distinetly
enough to set aside all suspicion of hallucination, and
these phenomena were the only ones observed until 1878,

Then, on Kaster evening of that year, about nine
o'clock, mysterious lights appeared in the shady avenues
of the park ; they were re(‘-t flickering, and peculiar, and
they were to be seen for more than an hour. No one
could appronch them without their instantly dying out
and disappearing, and nothing could be more interesting
than these haminous phenomena which reminded one of
the night of Walpurgis, when the good doctor Faust saw
s0 many marvels,

These extraordinary manifestations were suceeeded by
others still more strange.  Soon the bells, large and snall,
began to ring of themsclves, gently at first, and then
loudly and all together. Above, below, everywhere, it was
one fantastic peal.  In vain we examined the rope of cach
of the bells—it was motionless ! We even assured our-
sclves that three of them had no conneetion with the bell,
and perhaps had not sounded for a century. The peal
continued until daybreak, and on the next and following
evenings was renewed and redoubled.  During more than
three weeks we heard the sound of a hammer striking
the barrels in the cellar. It was uscless to arm ourselves
and go down, Little by little the noise grew less, and by the
time we reached the cellar all was still ; but the hammer
reconnuenced louder than ever as soon as we were upstairs
again, and a frightful noise heard in the upper corridors
filled us with terror. Imagine two or three hundred plates
rolled with pieces of iron and chains down the stone stair-
case, wld to that loud voices, sharp cries, whistling blows
struck to the right, the left, on the ceiling, on the furni-
ture, stones mixed with fine sand falling on us, however
closely the doors might be shut, frightful bowls sounding
at each story, and you will bave a fuint idea of what pass-
ed in the castle every night for more than three wecks.

During a convivial meal the large and heavy dining ta-
ble began suddenly to move, and to turn round, then it
pranced like a sportive animal, and loud blows struck
underneath it werc almost strong enough to digjoin the
wood.  During this time the plates and dishes jarred
against each other, and rising fell back again noisily.

A conversation of more than an hour fullowed, the blows
answering in four languages with perfect intelligence—
and not only that but we heard the table howl and imi-
tate in a lorrible manner the death rattle of o criminal
in the hands of the hangman, these loud and unpleasaut
sounds alternating with the questions asked.

The spirit announced himself as & criminal of the olden
time, tormented at the very place where e committed
his crime—and a legend of the castle veally recalls a fact
of this kind, and names as the scene of the event, the
entrance of a subterranean passage, closed in consequence
by an iron grating.

The table performance recommenced several times,
though never to the same extent, but direct writing was
obtained more than a hundred times,

One of us had only to leave a note somewhere about
the castle, and a few minutes after the answer was written
upon it with a red pencil. These answers usually con-
tained baseless threats, and I recognised on the notes cer-
tain signs of cabala and occult philosophy—that was all,

I come now to the fact of the apparitions, and to those
who say “ you thought you saw them.” I answer, that we
did not think about it, we actually saw them. [ cannot
force you to belicve these statements, but I can assure you
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on my honour, that T invent absolutely nothing, and for that
matter more than twenty of my friends will aflirm that
they witnessed what T relate.  The fourth evening during
a torvential rain, and by the feeble beamns of the moon al-
nmost veiled by the elouds, we all saw o gigantic spectre
minjestically cross the great field, and after walking there
and groaning more than five minutes, lose itself in the dark-
ness 11 To see this supernatural being more than twenty
fect high, one had only to manifest his desire, then all
noise censed in the castle, we looked out upon the solitary
nvennes of the park, and we saw it perfectly, although
sometimes the obscurity was so great that one conld hard-
ly distinguish the trees and high firs. The spirit kept at
n distanee, and resembled a phosphoreseent column in a hu-
man form,  Its lamentations touched ug to the soul, and
it seemed aware of our commiseration,  More than fifty
times duving nearly six months, we contemplated by moon-
light this troubled phantom, but it was not prudent to
offend it, and the punishment soon followed the fault, My
friend J. de 1. received a violent blow in the face, which
miade him Dleed for several minutes, and T myself was
struck by stones without knowing whenee they came, It
would be endless if T were to relate all that passed in this
mysterious house, but little by little, the phenomena be-
" cameslighter andrarer, Atthepresent timecertainly strange
things still happen, but they are slight, weak, and vague,

Oue might possibly connt one every three week, and for
the production of the phenomena certain gpecial eircum-
stanees nre necessary and by provoking the spivits a little,
I am convinead, the noise could be mude to begin again,

In brief, these are the facts, ad they were witnessed by
all the family de D. and their servants, by M. M. Saladin
and H...deM..., and by M. B... priest, and formerly
tutor at the castle, There were severnl other very eredi-
table persons whom 1 think it useless to nnme,  All these
persons have seen and heard. Now discuss, as much as
you can, like rationalists and learned men, and try to explain
it all by the light of your science. Useless will it be for
you to make our ears ring with your great words of mo-
dern medicine ¢ hallucinations,  spectromania,  hystero-
demonopathia, and such like, which are nought but absurd
exeuses the value of which approximates the following :
opium produces sleep, for it possesses o soporific virtue in
it ; enstor oil purges in - consequence of s cleansing pro-
porti(*s, cte.  You do not really sce, then, that you erente
words and nothing but words without explaining anything
at all i Enough—for here I merely narrate and give
facts and my object is not to explain.  Only gentlemen
sceptics il esprits forts do not presume too much of
your powers and try to always bear in mind the words of
your mm)umble colleague, Arago,—he who outside of pure
nathematies pronounces the word “ impossible” lacks pru-
dence.”  (Revue Spirite, February.)

e =

SEVERAL EMINENT NATIVE SCHOLARS HAVE ALREADY
consented to serve on the Jury for the award of the Medal
of Honour, The complete list will be announced in the
next number of this magazine, It is desired to include
among the Native silver coins to be melted up, at least
four preces which would respectively represent the ancient
(lyn:\stics of Northern, Southern, Eastern and Western In-
dia.  Willany antiguarian give or sell us such 2 The
more ancient they are the better.  Such mementoes of a
glorions Past may well glitter on the breast of its modern
vindicator,

SINCE THE ABOVE WAS PUT IN TYPE A MESSACE I[AS
been received from our respected friend, Rdo Bihadur
Manibhai Jasbhai, the Dewan Salicb of Cuateh, generously
offering to contribute some ancient coins of that State for
incorporation in the Medal of Honour. He kindly says that
the work of our Socicty is likely to result in good for
India. The Dewan Saheb sends us also a copy of a Reeso-
lution of the Cutch Council of Regency, offering two prizes,

of Rs. 200 and Rs. 400 respectively, for original essays

in Gujrati and translations into that language from

Euglish or Sanskrit.

IN SUBMITTING SANSKRIT MSS,—OFTEN CARELESSLY
written—to compositors who are totally ignorant of the
meaning of the words, errors, more or l);ss important, are
incvitable, The fate which befel the Sanskrit contribution
to onr  February number by the learned High Priest of
Adaw'’s Penk, the Rt. Rev. JI. Sumangala, will be seen
from the following list of errafa which he has sent us :—

Errala in the Turosopmist, for Febnlnl;y 1880.
Page 122, Postseript,

In the line number 8 83
Do, 9-10 &7

must be &%,
Do, LATAER

Do. 13 31 Do, T
Do, 13 &g Do, ¥,
Do, 15 sfigr Do, 3@l
Do. 17 Az Do, 3T
Do, 18 wat Do, ¥,
Da, 92 g9l Do, a9
Do, 23  fw=mn Do. D=L
Do. 23 GER Do, dHEHE.
Do, 924 94 Do. 939.
(Page 123.) a .
Do, 25 HTT Do. 373’! .
Do. 90  WOId Do, ¥4,
Do, 381 W Do, A,
Do, 85 7% Do, 3&.
Da, 98 Sl Do, - SIFEHAL,
Do, 30 F@l|a 1, ?R.QII?T.

Do, 80 S Do, 3.

Tn the * note JATEFTINT must be A= fsndi,
+ note 4319 must be sAAASIL.

* note 9@ must be I, A1 must b‘i A, dwi-
TFIE, must bezz'zﬁr{{{afa, ?Wjﬁlﬁ must
he FRNTAT, STRAOHE must be NITITH 1-
2791 must be 3171, and 591 must be -

HAT.

T division TTT the omission of the words “ refraining
from” hefore the word « lying” made our learned brother

scem to say that Good Speech embraces lying !

—_——————————
TIIE OFFICE OF RELIGION,
DY BHUGWANDAS MUNMOHUNDAS, FSQ.,
Solicitor of the IHigh Court, Bombay.

The foundation, in our midst, of the Theosophical So-
ciety just at a time when the cdueated mind of India
is almost in n state of chaos and confusion on the all-im-
portant subject of religion, may be looked upon as a per-
fect godsend, The primary and parmmount object of this
Society has been, I take it, to revive Vedaism, or, in
other words, to substitute spiritnal for ritual and material
worship,  No education can be said to be complete with-
out religious instruction and, though the system of English
education has directly or indirectly cleared our minds of
any lurking faith in the prevailing religions of this coun-
try, it has, we must admit, failed to give us a better
religion instexl.  Thrown as we are upon our own resour-
ces, we go about manufacturing religions for ourselves;
but these man-made, hand-made religions so to speak—
not founded on divine ordinances and divine inspiration—
will not have any permanent hold upon our minds, man-
ners and morals, A religion without spiritnal inspiration
is almost ns uscless as a grate without fire. Sooner or
later we shall grow weary of such religions and cast them
away to the winds. But, we must have a religion after
all.  Man is essentially a religious being, much in the
same sense as he is a social being, As we believe in the
brotherhood of man, so we must believe in the fatherhood

>
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of Spirit, and as there are ways and means of associating
with our fellow-brethren here, so we must have a way
to open up our intercourse, our correspondence, our
communication with the Deity, Religion opens this
way, and points it out to man.  We have simply to follow
it up, and the highest end of our life is accomplished.
The tendency of our youth is to believe that the end
of life is enjoyment. The fault is not theirs, but the
faulty and defective character of the education they re-
ceive.  Nothing but the revival of that primitive religion
—the only true religion—the religion of the Vedas—can
awaken us to a sense of our duties towards the Deity, and
sow in us the seeds of, and win for us, cteral, everlasting life,

As food is the sustenance of the body, so is religion
the sustenance of the soul. As the body without food fails
to perform its appointed functions, so ‘{oes the soul with-
out religion fail to perfor its appointed function of hold-
ing communion with the Spirit—the only sure and safe
way of securing spiritual comfort and consolation, and of
entering the kingdom of the Eternity.

It is a matter of national pride and pleasure to observe
that this ancient religion of our ancient Aryan conntry
has, at this distance of time, attracted to itself, and en-
gaged the attention of a large body of the learned and
thinking men of Europe and America, very many of whom
have, in order to follow its teaching and precepts, abjured
that * model” religion of modern times—Christianity.,

——————
TUHE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY, O UNIVER-
SAIL BROTIHIERIIOOD,

[Formed at New York, U. 8. of America, October 30th, 18745,
Drineiples, Rules, and Bye-Laws, as revised in Geaeral Counedl, at

the meeting keld at the palace of . 1. the Makaryjuk of Viziana-

gram, Benares, 17th December, 1879,

I. The Theosophical Society is formed upon the basis
of a Universal Brotherhood of Humanity, It Las Dbeen
conventionally divided for administrative purposes into
Local Branches.

A Brauch may, if so desired, be compused solely of co-
religionists, .as, for instance, Aryas, Buddhists, Hindus,
Zoroustrians (or Parsis), Christians, Mahommedans, Jaiuns,
&e.—each under its own President, Exceutive Ofticers aud
Connetl, )

1. The whole Socicty is under the special care of one
General Council, and ot the President of the Theosophi-
cal Society, its Founder, who is himself subject to the
authority of a Supreme Council representing the highest
section of the Suciety.,

111, The whole Society shall be fully represented in
the General Council, and each branch shall have the right
to clect a member to represent it in the General Council
of the Theosophical Society, whose head-quarters arve  for
the time being in that locality where the President-Found-
er may be.

IV, The Society being a Universal Brotherhood, com-
prising various Branches established in widely separated
countrics and cities in both hemispheres, all such Branch-
es derive their chartered existence from the Parent So-
ciety, and are subordinate to its authority, without which
no Brunch can be formed.

V. The General Council is composed of the Piesident-
Founder, the Vice-Presidents, Corresponding Sccretary,
Recording Secretaries, Treasurer, wid Libravian of the Parent
Society, und as many Councillors as may, from time to time,
be found necessary to represent all the ditferent parts of this
Universal Brotherhood. By unanimous vote of the Council
of Founders, the President-Founder and Corresponding Se-
cretary, H. P. Blavatsky (also one of the principal found-
ars), hold office for life. The term of all other officers is
for one year, or until their suceessors wre appointed by the
President-Founder, under the advice of a General Coun-
cil ; of which body three Members constitute the quorum
in all cases.

VI. It is not lawful for any officer of the Parent Society
10 express, by word or act, any hostility to, or preference
for, any one Section, whether religious or philosophical, more
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than another. All mustberegarded and treatedasequally the
objects of the Socicty’s solicitude and exertions. All have an
equal right to have the essential features of their religious
belief Lud before the tribunal of an impartial world, And no
officer of the Socicty, in his capacity as an officer, hag the
right to preach his own sectarian views and beliefs to me-
bers assembled, except when the mecting consists of his
co-religionists. After due warnings, violation of this rule
shall be punished by suspension or expulsion, at the dis-
cretion of the President and General Counneil,

VIH. The President-Founder has authority to designate
any Fellow of capacity sud good repute to perform, pro
tempore, the dnties of any office vacated by death or re-
siguation, or whose incumbent may be obliged to absent
himself for & time. He is also empowerad and required
to «define the duties of all ofticers, and assign speciic res-
ponsibilitics to Members of the General Council not in con-
flict with the general plans of  the Socicty.

VI, These plans arve declared to be as follows :—
(«)—="To keep alive in man his spivitnal intuitions.
(M—"To oppose wnd counteract—after due investi-

gation and proof of its irrational nature—Dbigotry
in every form, whether as an intolerant religious
sectarianism or beliet in miracles or anything
supernatural,

(e)—"To promote a feeling of brotherhood among na-
tions ; and assist in the international exchange of
useful arts and products, by advice, information,
and co-operation with all worthy individuals and
associations ; provided, however, that no benefit or
pereentage shall be taken by the Society for its
corporate services,

(d)—To seck to obtain knowledge of all the laws of
Nature, and aid in diffusing it ; and especially to
encournge the study of these laws least understood
hy modern people, and so termed the Occult Scien-
ces,  Popular superstition and  folk-lore, however
fantastical, when sifted, may lead to the discovery
of long-lost but important seerets of Nature,  The
Society, therctore, aims to pursue this line of in-
quiry mn the hope to widen the fickl of scientific
amd philosophical observation,

(e)—"To gather for the Society’s library and put into
written forms correct infuration upon the various
ancient philosophies, triditions,nnd legends, and, ay
the Council shall decide it permissible, disseni-
nate the same in such practicable ways as the
translation and publication  of original ~ works
of value, and extracts from and commentaries
upon the same, or the oral instructions of persons
learned in their respective departinents, .

(f)—"To promote in every practicable way, in coun-
trics  where needed, the spread of non-sectarian
cducation,

(g )—Finally, and chiefly, to cncourage and assist,
individual Fellows in self-improvement, intellec-
tual, moral, and spiritual. But no Fellow shall
it to his selfish nse any knowledge communicated
to him by any member of the it Section ; viola-
tion of this rule being punished by expulsion. Awd
before any such knowledge can be impanted, the
person shall bind himself by a solemn oath not to
use it to seltish purposes, nor to reveal it, exeept
with the permission of the teacher,

IX. The local administration of Branches 1s vested in
their respective ofticers, but no Branch has the right to
operate vutside its chartered limits, except when so re-
quested by the Parent Society,  Ofticers of Branches are
clected by aomajority of the Fellows thereof, for the ter
ot one year, but the President of the Brinich may be re-
clected an indefinite nuinber of times, provided that the
sanction of the General Council be obtained before the
expiration of each anmual term,

X. The Parent Socicty, through the President-Founder,
has the right to nullity any Charter for cause, and to de-
cree the expulsion of any Fellow of whatever Dranch, for
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bye-laws or rules.  The name of the expelled person and
the circumstances of his offence being reported to all the
Branches, fellowship with him as to Society matters shall
cease, upon penalty of expulsion for disobedience.  Pro-
vided, nevertheless, that no Fellow shall be expelled with-
out an opportunity having been given him for an explana-
tion and defence,

XI.  The Socicty consists of three sections.  The high-
est or First Section is composed exclusively of proficients
or initintes in Esoteric Science and Philosophy, who take
a deep intevest in the Society’s aflairs and mstruct the
I’rcsi(llcut-l"oumlcr how best to regulate them, but whom
none hut such as they voluntarily communiecate with have
the right to know,

The Second Section embraces such Theosophists as have
proved by their fidelity, zeal, and conrage, and their devotion
to the Society, that they have become able to regard all
men as equally their brothers irrespeetive of easte, colour,
race, or creed 5 and who ave ready. to defend the life or
honour of a brother Thevsophist ‘even at the risk of their
own lives.

The administration of the superior Sections need not be

dealt with at present in a code of rules laid before the
public.  No responsibilitics connected with these superior
grades are incurred by persons who merely desire ordinary
membership of the third class,

The Third is the Scction of Probationers.  All new
Fellows are on probation, until their purpose to remain in
the Society has become fixed, their usefulness shown, and
their ability to conquer evil habits and unwarrantable pre-
Jjudices demonstrated,

Advancement from Scetion to Section depends upon
merit only.  Until a Fellow reaches the first degree of the
Second Section, his Fellowship gives him but the following
rights—(1) to attend the Socicty's meetings, (2) access on-
ly to printed matter, such as books and  panphlets of the
Society's Library, (3) protection and support by the Pre-
sident and Council in ense of need and according to per-
sonal merit, (4) instruction and enlightenmnent upon what
he reads and studies by Fellows of the Second Section ;
und this whether he remaing at home or goes abroad, and
whierever he finds a Branch of the Theosophical Socicty :
every Fellow being obliged to help the others as much as
the circumstances in which he is placed will allow.

XII. A uniform initintion fee of one pound sterling,
or its cquivalent in the local curveney, shall be exacted
from every Fellow at the time of his application, and
held by the Treasurer subject to the order of the
President-Founder and General Couneil, who shall expend
the sume for the objects of the Socicty, such as the pur-
chase of books for the Libvary, expenses for stationery
and postage, rent, labour, instruments needed for various
cxperiments, missions and other various works of a bene-
ficent character, as founding of asylums, schools, &e.

On the 15th and 30th days of every month Presidents
of Branchies shall forward to the President-Founder a de-
tailed report of all initiations, with the names and postal
addresses of new Fellows, and any necessary explanatory
remarks concerning them,  All imtiation fees in the hands
of the treasurer at the end of each quarter of  fiscal year
shall be remitted by drafts on London to the President-
Founder, to the place where the Society’s head-quarters
may then be established. 1t is the business of both the
Treasurer and the Recording Secretary of the Parent So-
ciety to keep . memorandumn ot all such accounts, every
expenditure requiring previously the sanction of the
General Couneil,

X111, There are three kinds of Fellows in the Third
Section, viz, Active, Corresponding and Honowrary,  Of
these the Active only are grouped m degrees according to
merit 5 the grade of  Corresponding  Fellow  embraces
persons of learning and distinetion who are willing to
furnish information of interest to the Society ; and the
diploma of Honourary Fellow is cxclusively reserved for

rersons eminent for their contributions to theosophical
{(nOWledge or for their services to hutanity.

Jects, and promising to nbcly

XIV. Admission for Active Fellows into the Theoso-
phical Socicty and its Branches is obtained as follows :

Persons of either sex or any race, colour, country, or
creed are eligible,

An application is made in writing by the one who wish-
es to enter, declaring his sympathy with the Society’s ob-
its riles, which are set forth
in this publication, and which it is forbidden to make in
any case of such a character as to conflict with personal
rights—whether civil, religious, pecuniary, or social. )

The Socicty repudiates all interference on its behalf
with the Governmental relations of any nation or commu-
nity, confining its attention exclusively to the matters set
forth in the present document, and hoping thus to enjoy
the confidence and aid of all good men,

Two Fellows must endorse the new candidate’s appli-
cation aud transmit it, together with the preseribed initia-
tion fee, to the proper authoritics—viz, cither to the Pre-
sident of the Society, if present, or to the Recording or
Corresponding Sceretary  of the Branch the applicant
wishes to join.

Upon his being accepted by the President of the Society
or Branch as the casc may be, at the expiration of three
weeks (unless the Prcsiq{cut shall, in his discretion, have
antedated the application) the candidate shall be invest-
ed with the sceret signs, words, or tokens by which Theoso-
phists of the third (probationary) Section make them-
selves known to each other, a solemn obligation upon hon-
our having first been taken from him in writing and sub-
sequently repeated by him erally before witnesses that he
will neither reveal them to any improper person, nor di-
vulge any other matter or thing relating to the Socicty,
especially its experiments in Oceult Sciences, which it 1s
forbidden to disclose.  Admission to fellowship in the Pa-
rent Socicty carries with it the right of intercourse, with
mutual protection and fellowship, in either of the Branch-
es ; but Fellows availing themselves of this privilege shall
subject themselves to the rules and bye-laws of the Branch
selected, during the term of their connection with it.

Any one who for reasons that may appear satisfactory
to the President admitting him to fellowship, may prefer
to keep his connection with the Socicty n seeret, shall be
permitted to do so, and no one except the President in
(question has the right to know the names of all the Fel-
Jows under his jurisdiction,  The President shall, in such
exceptional cases, himself report the numes and remit the
initiation fees to the President-Founder,

No bye-law shall be adopted by any Branch that con.
Hicts with this rule.

XV. Any Fellow convicted of an offence against the
Penal Code of the country he inhabits, shall be expelled
from the Socicty—after due investigation into the facts
has been made on behalf of the Society.

XVIL Al bye-laws and rules hitherto adopted which
may be in conflict with the above are hereby rescinded..

Revised and ratified by the Society, at Bowbay, Iebruary
the 26th and 28th, 1880.

ATTEST— KHARSEDJI N, SEERVAI

Joint Recording Secretary.
——————— L.

Tuwr Avbness ny Mr, W, Mantix Woon, nerorE THFE Bou-
bay Branch of the Bust Jndin Amsoclation, which we find in the
Association's Journal, Vol. X1., No, 1, is biimful of practical good
seuse., It should be read from one end of India to the other,
along with Mr. A, O, Hume’s splendid pamphlet on Agricultural
Reform.  Without transferring the wholo specch to onr columns we
could not do what we consider justicoto it. ~ Dut it may be said that
the argument is that what are most wanted here are * self-reliunce,
co-nperation, und perseverance,’  With these assured, there is no
limit to tho posxil»i{ities of Indiau regeneralion ; without them, na-
tional decay and extinetion m'cino\'itaﬁ)lu. Mr, Wood properly em-
phasizes the fact that “a great portion of Indiun revenue is spent out
of the country.” The fact is that our national life-blood 1s being
transfused into the veins of a plethoric nation, India becomes atro-
phic, England apoplectic. The careful selection of seed-graius ; prizes
for good crops ; the cultivation of useful fibre-plants ; the repair
of broken tanks for private irrigations ; the adoption of crops which
combine maximun value with minimum bulk ; the improvement of

manual industries : all these are among the topica intelligently dis.
cussed in this valuable address,

AN
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THE STATE O CHRISTIANITY.
The entire space in a monthly magazine as large as this
might be filled with extracts from the journals of Europe
and America showing the misbehaviour of Christian clergy-
men and influential lay representatives of the Christian
religion.  Our purpose in alluding to the fact is neither to
gratify the prejudices of “ Heathen,” nor strengthen the
scepticism  of  “ Infidels”—onrselves included in either
clays,  In what little has been said, and the more that is
to appear in these columms, we are merely performing a
plain and imperative duty to the great Eastern public into
which we have become incorporated.  Kxperience now
supplements the information previously derived from read-
ing, and we sce the missionary emissarics of Christendom
withholding the truth, and by specious stories labouring
to entice our people to desert their noble Aryan faiths and
become converts. It this would make them better, wiser
and happier ; it the new religion were more conducive to
public or private good ; if the chapters of Western his-
tory showed that the lofty cthical code arbitrarily aseri-
bed to Jesus had clevated the nations professing it ; if in
Great Britain, Russia, France, Spain, Germany, Italy, the
United States of America, or any other “ Cliristian” coun-
try, there were fewer crimes, and  those of a more veniul
character, than in lands where—

* The Heathen, in his Dlindness,
Bows down to wood and stoue ;”
—then we might at least hold our peace. Bnt it is exact-
ly the reverse in nearly cvery one of these particulars.
From one end of Christendom to the other there prevails
neither real peace, brotherhood, contentment, tirm reli-
gious faith, nor a preponderating tone of morality in offi-
cial or private life. The press hristles with the proofs
that Christinnity has no right to be consideraed as an ac-
tive purificatory force. More may be added.  The grad-
ual liberation  of thonght by the progress of scientific
research has undermined the very foundations of the
Christian religion, and the edifice, erected during eighteen
centuries with so much dithculty and at such appalling
sacrifices of human lite and national morality, is tottering
like a tree that sways to its fall. The picture of social
morals that one finds in the journals of every Christian
country would sv shock the Hindu mind, that it would he
no wonder if'a general rising should drive out of the country
between two days, every missionary, hishop, priest, dea-
con, or lay teacher calling limsclf a Christian,  For, bad
as India may have become in these degenerate days, and
forgotten as may be the pure religion of the Veda, there
is not a community throughout the Peninsula which would

not be able to show among Natives a better average of

morality, of sincere religious fervour, and of security for
life than either of -the communities from which these
proselyters come.  Last month, an ceditorial of that power-
ful American newspaper, the New York Sun, transferred
to these pages, showed us that despite the large worldly
advantages offered, there was a marked and significant
decrease in the proportion of young collegians whe were
preparing for the priestly calling. This month we reprint
the following brief but pointed remarks ot Luek, a satiri-
cal weekly journal of New York, wheh were called forth
by the most recent clerical scandal :—

OUR SPIRITUAL GUARDIANS,

What is the matter with all the ministers of the Gospel? The
example set by Plymouth Church’s great preacher has not mervely
becn followed by smaller fry, but often improved on and varied,
according to the taste and fancy of the holy individual,

It is not a pleasant picture for the conscientious Christian who
helieves in going to church regularly and listening to the word of
God as expouuﬁed by the clerical gentlemen who may Lappen to
have the floor of the pulpit.

We scarcely know where to begin—the list of these eccentric
pastors is such an appalling one.

The special weaknesses of the Rev. I, W. B. ave pretiy well
understood ; he has, however, found humble imitators in the Rev.
Mr. Haferiownn, of the Hoboken Lutheran Evangelical Church,
who kizses his cook for “pure” Christian motives, aud for her
gpiritual welfare, and the Rev. Mr. Trumbrower, pastor of the
Pouter Methodist Episcopal Church, also in  Hoboken, who is
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getting himself talked about for his osculatory practices with one
Mra, Ioh, a member of his flock, and a married woman, by the
way.

But while Hoboken, with its Hafermaun and Trumbrower, may
eventually prove a worthy awdl forinidable rival to Brooklyn aud
its notorious pastors, it is not going to carry off all the honers in
clerical misdoings. Counecticut, represented by the Rev, Mr. Hay-
den, will not pernut it. It goes in for sewething a trifle stronger
than mere kissing. 1t goes for higher game—Detrayal and murder ;
true, not proven according to the opinion of an intelligent jury,
but unpleasantly probable,

New York has of late been a little behindhand in erooked clergy-
men, although, us becomes a patriotic citizen, t.hc Reverend Mr,
Cowley will not allow it to be left altogether out in the cold.

The story of the saintly Mr. Cowley’s exceutive ability in his
mauagement of the Shepherd’s Fold, and dieting ity little inmates,
is already familiav to everybody, and we fondly hope that Mr.
Cowley will soon become familiar with the interior of a cell in some
respectuble jail.

There are many more of these saintly sinuers, who have distin-
giished themselves in o greater or leaser degree ; but we forbear
mentioning their names. The subject is not an inviting one, but
yet it must not be shirked ; on the contrary, it must be vigor-
ously handled, for the protection of our wives, our daughters, our
children, and for everything that is dewr to us in our domestic
life,

These men—these pastors—to whom practically the care of our
families i3 confided, wre constantly disgracing themselves,

It is not a question of the misfortune of any onc denomination,
disgraced by these unworthy guardians. Protestant, Catholic,
Atheist and Jew are alike interested in the exposure and punish-
ment of the public teacher who betrays his trust and misuses his
privileges,

THE ABOVE EDITORIAL 13 ACCOMPANIED BY ONE OF
the cleverest cartoons we have ever seen. In sarcasm
and disdain 1t matches the most fumous caricatures of
Gilray or Hogarth,  Catholic ad Protestant clergymen
are depicted in their proven characters of  voluptuaries,
peculators and sensationalists ; cach picture being inscrib-
ed with proper names, extracted from the records of the
law-courts, No wonder that decent young graduates should
prefer any other profession than one which is so rapidly
falling into disrepute.  Who can be surprised at the grow-
ing scepticism throughout Christendom ¢ We are ap-
proaching the erisis of the Western religion, and none
but a bold and enthusiastic apologist dares deny that its
doom is scaled.  Without the revival of Aryan philoso-
phy, for which we are labouring, the West will tend to-
wards the grossest materialism ; but with the opening of
that long-scaled fountain of spiritual refreshment, we may
hope that there will arise upon the ruins of the bad new
fuith, the superstructure of the good old  one, for the sal-
vation of a world given over to vice and folly,

A few weeks ago, an audience of nearly 4,000 persons
of the better class gathered at Chicago, to listen to a de-
fence of the memory of Thomas Paine by that splendid
American orator, Colonel Robert G, Ingersoll.  Paine was
onc of the purest, wisest and bravest apostles of Free
'}“Imught that the Anglo-Saxon race hais produced. He wrote
The 1ge of Rewson—a book which, if the missionaries were
governed by the spirit of fair-play, would be on the shelf
of every mission library in India, so that their = Hea-

X . . . ) .

then” ])l‘lpllS might read both sides of  the Christian ques-
tion.  For this crime, the noble author was persecuted in
the most malicious ways by Christians,  His name was
made the synonym of all that is vile and malevolent, His
enemies, not satistied with lying about him while alive,
desccrated his grave, and we have oursclves seen hig monu-
ment at New Rochelle, New York, bespattered with dung
and battered with sticks aud stones.  But time heals all
injustice, and now, seventy ycars after Thomas Paine's
death, his memory is vindicatesl. He died almost solitary
and alone, deserted by friends, and his services to Ameri-
can hl)e.rty all forgotten.  But now, thousands and hun-
dreds of thousands of the most intelligent and  influential
ladies and gentlemen of Americn have cheered to the
echo Colonel Tngersoll’s glowing periods,

In the address above alluded to, for w rerbatim report of
which we are indebted to the /fl'ligio-l’/:i/u.s‘np/dcul Jowr-
nal, the Spivitualist organ to which an allusion was made
by us last month, oceur the tollowing PASSIges s—

In bis(Laine's) time the charch helieved and tanght that every word



in the Bible was absolutely tiue. Since his day it has been proven
falre in its cosmogony, false in its astronomy, false in itz chronology
and geology, false in ity history, and so far as the Old Testament is
concerned, false in almost cverything. [Langhter.] Therve are hut
few, if any, scientific men, who apprehend that the Bible is literally
true. Who on earth at this day would pretend to scttle any scien-
tific question by a text from the Bible I "The old belief is confined
to the ignorant and zealous, The church itself will before long be
driven to occupy the position of Thomas 'aine.  The best minds of
the orthodox world, to-day, are endeavouring to prove the existence
of a personal deity.  All other questions oceupy a minor place. You
are no longer asked to swallow the Bible whole, whale, Jonah and
all, you are simply required to believe in God and pay your pew-
rent.

Puaine thought the barbarities of the Old Testament inconsistent
with what he deemed the real character of God.  1le believed the
nrder, massacre, and indiseriminate slanghter had never been com-
manded by the Deity. e regarded much of the Bible as childish,
unimportant, and foolish. The scientific world entertained the same
opinion,  Paine attacked the Bible precisely in the same spirit in
which hie had attacked the pretensions of the kings.  He used the
same weapons.  All the pomp inthe world conld not make him
cower. His reason knew no*¢ Holy of llolics™ except the abode of
truth. The sciences were then in their infancy. The attention of
the really learned had not been directed to an impartial examination
of our pretended revelation, It was accepted by most asa matter
of course. The churéh was all-powerful, and no one else, unless
thoroughly imbued with the s%»irit. of self-sacrifice, thought for a
moment of disputing the fundamental doctrines of Christianity.
The iufamous doctrine that salvation depends upon belief, upon
a mere intellectual conviction, was then believed and preached.
To donbt was to secure the dmnnation of your soul.  This absund
and devilish doctrine shocked the common sense of Thomas
Paine, and he denounced it with the fervor of honest indignation.
This doctrine, althongh infinitely ridiculons, has been nearly uni-
versal, mnd lins been as hurtful as senseless.  For the overthrow
of this infamous tenet Painc exerted all his strength.  He left few
arguments to be used by those who should come after him, and
he used none that have been vefuted.  The combined wisdom
and ‘genius of all mankind cannot possibly conceive of an argu-
ment against liberty of thought.  Neither can they show why any
one should be punished, either in this world or another, for acting
houestly in accordance with reason ; and {ct a doctrine with every

wossible argutent aguinst it has been, and still is, believed and de-
}cndc(l by the entire otthodox world, Can it be possible that we
have been endowed with reason simply that our xouls may be caught
in its toils aud suares, that we may e led by its false and delusive
glure out of the narrow path that leads to joy into the broad way
of everlasting death? Is it possible that we Ive been given reason
simply that we may through faith ignore its deductions aml avoid
ity conclusions! Qught the sailor to throw away his compass and
depend entirely upon the fogl  1f reason is not to he depended npon
in matters of religion, that s Lo say, in respect of our duties to the
Deity, why shoul& it Le relicd upon in matters respecting the l'ights
of our fellows { Down, for ever down, with any religion that requives
upon its ignorant altar its sacrifice of the goddess Reason ; that com-
pels her to abdicate for ever the shining throne of the soul, strips
from her form the imperial purple, snatches from her hand the seep-
tre of thought, and makes her the bond-woman of a SCl'JS(:‘l.ESS faith,

If & man should tell you he had the most heautiful painting in the
world, and after taking you where it was sllmul(l insist upon lm\'ipg
your cyes shut, vou would ]ikclfv susprect either that he had no pain-
fing or that it was some pitiable daub. b'll.f)ll](l he tell you that he
was n most excellent perfornter on the violin, and yet refused to
play unless your ers were stopped, you }\‘olt]xl tlunk: tosay the le:_us_t
of it, that he had an odd way of convincing you of his musical abili-
ty. But would his conduct be any more wonderful than that of «
religionist who asks that before examining his creed you will have
the kindness Lo throw away your veason? The first ugnt]enmn Rilys:
¢« Keep your eyes shut : my picture will bear evcrytTnng but heing
seen. |Laughter] ¢ Keep yourcars Nu»ﬁ)rml i my wmusic objects to
nothing but being ieard.” [Langhter.] The last says: “Away with

our reason ; my religion dreads nothing but leing understood.”

Laughter.] .

" So far as 1 am concerned, 1 most cheerfully admit that most
Christians are honest, and most ministers sincere.  We do not
attack them : we attack their creed. . We accord to them the same
rights that we ask for ourselves. We helieve that their doctrines
are hurtful. and I am going to do what 1 can against them. We
believe that the frightful text, ** ke that believeth shall be saved,
and he that believeth not shall be damned,” has covered the earth
with blood. You might as well say all that have red hair shall be
danrmed, 1t has filled the heart with arrogance, cruelty, and murder.
It has caused the religious wars ; bound hundreds of thou‘samls to the
stako ; founded inquisitions ; filled dungeons ; invented instruments
of torture ; tanght the mother to hate her child ; imprisoned the
mind ; filled the world with ignorance ; persecuted the lovers of
wisdom : built the monasteries and convents ; made happiness a grime,
investigation a sin, and self-reliance a blasphemy. 1t has poisoned
the springs of learning : wisdirected the energics of the world ; filled
all countries with want ; housed the poople in hovels ; fed them
with famine. and, but for the efforts of a few brave infidels, it would
have taken the world back to the miduight of barbarism, and left
thie Lieavens without a star,
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At that tine nothing so delighted the church as the beauties of
endless torment, and hstening to the weak wailing of damned in-
fants struggling in the slimy coils and poison folds of the worm that
never dies.  No wonder the church hated and traduced the author
of the ¢ Age of Reason.”  England was filled with Puritan gloom
and Episcopal ceremony.  The ideas of erazy fanatics and extrava-
gant poets were taken as sober facts, DMilton had clothed Chris-
tinnity in the soiled and faded finery of the gods—had added to
the story of Christ the fables of mythology. Ile gave to the Protes-
tant ehunch the most outrageously material ideas of the Deity. He
turned all the angels into soldiers—made heiven a battle-field, put
Christ in uniform, and deseribed God as a militia-general,

Progress is born of doubt aud inquiry. The church never doubts
—never inquires. To doubt is heresy—to inquire is to admit that
you caunot know—the church does neither.

More than a century ago Catholicisn, wrapped in robes red with
the innocent blood of millions, holding in her frantic clutch crowns
and sceptres, honors and gold, the keys of heaven and hell, tramy-
ling Leneath her feet the liberties of nationx, in the proud moment
of almost universal dominion, felt within her heurtlless breast the
dendly dagger of Voltaire. TFrom that blow the church can never
recover,  Livid with hatred she Jaunched her cternal anathema ab
the great destroyer, and ignorant Protestants have echoed the curse
of Rome.

Paine knew that across the open Bible lay the sword of war, and
g0 where others worshipped he looked with scorn and wept, And so
it has been through all the ages gone.

The doubter, the investigator, the infidel, have been the saviours
of liberty. The truth is begimingto be realized, and the truly
intellectnal are honoring the brave thiukers of the past.

But the church is as unforgiving as ever, and still wonders why
aninfidel should be wicked enough to endeavour to destroy ler power.
I will tell the church why I hate it.  You have imprisoned the hu-
man nind ; you have been the enemy of liberty ; you have burned
us at the stake, roasted us before ﬂz’\\' fires, torn our flesh with
irous ; you have covered us with clnins ; treated us as outcasts;
you have filled the world with fear ; you have taken vur wives and
children from our arms: you have confiscated our property ; you
have denied us the rights to testify in conits of justice ; you have
branded us with infamy ; you have torn out our tongues ; you have
refused us burial.  Tu the name of your religion, you have robbed
us of every right ; and after having inflicted upon us every evil that
can be inflicted in this world, you fm\'c fallen upon your fmees, and
with clasped hands implored your God to finish the holy work in
hell,

Can you wonder that we hate yonr doctrines ; that we despise
your creeds ; that we feel proud to know that we are beyond your
};0\\'cr ; that we are frec iu spite of you ; that we can express our
honest thought, and that the whole world is grandly rising into the
blessed light ¢ Can youwonder that we point with pride to the
fact that infidelity has ever been found battling for t]lle rights of
man, for the liberty of conscience, and for the happiness of all 1 Can
yon wonder that we are proud to know that we have always heen
disciples of reason and soldiers of freedom ; that we have denounced
tyranny and superstition, and have kept our hands unstained with
huwan blood ?

It does seem as though the inost zealous Christians must at tines
entertain rome doubt as to the divine origin of hisreligion. Vor
cighteen hundred years the doctrine has been preached.  For mors
than a thousand years the church had, to « great extent, the control
of the civilized world, and what has been theresult?  Are the Chrise
tian nations patterns of charity mud forbearance ! Ou the contrary,
their principal business is to «destroy each other. More than five
nillions of Christians are trained and educated and drilled to mur-
der their fellow- Christians.  Every nation is groaning under a vast
debt incurred in carrying on war against other Christians, or defend-
ing itself from Christian assault.  The world is covered with forts to
protect Christians from Christians, and every sea is covered with iron
monsters ready to blow Christian Lraing into eternal froth, Millions
upon nillions ave annually expended in the effort to construct still
more deadly and terrible engines of death. Industry is cuippled,
honest toil is robbed, and even beggary is taxed to defray the expen-
ses of Christian murder.  There must be some other way to reform
this world, We have tried creed and dogmia and fable, and they
have failed—and they have failed in all the nations dead.

If to love your fellow-men more than self is gooduess, Thomas
Paine was good.  If to be in advauce of your time, to be a pioneer
in the direction of right, is greatuess, Thomnas Paine was great. If
to avow your principles and dischurge your duty in the presence of
death is heroic, Thomas Paine wus a hero,

At the age of seventy-three death touched lis tired heart. He
died in the land his genius defeuded, wnder the flag be gave to
the skies.  Slander cannot {ouch him now ; hatred cannot reach
him more.  He sleeps in the sanctuary of the tomnb, beneath the
quiet of the stars,

A few more years, a few more brave men, a few more rays of light,
and mavkind will venerate the memory of him who said :

‘“ Any system of religion that shocks the mind of a child canuot
be a true system.

“The world is my country, and to do good, my religion,”
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KALIYA MARDANA, OR THIE CRUSIIING OF
KNALIYA—THE GREAT SERPENT BY
KRISHN A,

, BY RAQ BAHADUR DADOBA PANDURANG,

Eenator of the Bombay University, © Author of the Murathi Gramn-
war) of “ A4 Hindu's thoughts on Swedenbory,” Le.

- The sixteenth chapter of the First Division of the tenth
Skaudha of the Shrimad Bhégavata containg a very ro-
mantio description of the manner in which Krishna over-
came the fury of the great Hydra, named Kfliyd, who had
one hundred and one heads and lived ina deep part of the
river Yamund (the inodern Jumnd). By the poison which
he always vomited from his mouths, eyes, and breath, L
contaminated the whole of that part of the river, so much
80 that uo living thing, whether animal or vegetable, could
livein thatregion for milestogether. One day, in ahot season,
while Krishna was roaming on the bauks of the Yamund
with his comrades—the shepherd boys,—and his herds of
cattly, the latter being very thristy drank water from that
part of the river, and immediately died.  When Krishna
saw them all in that state, he, with his stave from which
flowed the water of immortality, brought them all back to
life. Being thus amazed at their individual revival, they
attributed 1t to the special favor of Krislma. On their
veturn home, the shepherd boys circulated the news of
this miracle of Krishna amongst all the inhabitants of
Vrandgvana, and they all wondered at it, but they knew
Lim not.

Now Krishna being omniscient could trace this poison-
ousstate of the waters of the Yamund to its very souree, and
with & wish to restore the river to the original purity of
its water, and thereby benefit all the creatures which drank
at it, he mado up his mind to expel the monster from his
watery stronghold.  Soon after, one day in the abscnce of
hig elder brother Balarima, the boy Krishna, while herd-
ing his cattle with his comrades, suddenly climbed up a
tall Kadamba tree on the bank of the Yamund, and plung-
ed himself into its deep waters, iu the presence of all
Liis comrades. Soon after his entrance into the water,
Krishna beheld an enormous, hideous-looking black serpent
coming out staring at him. The wmounster exhibited a
look full of great wonder at the boldness and audaeity of
a boy of so tender an age n thus encroaching suddenly
upon the environs and abode of so powerful a being as him-
self, in that deep and secluded part of the river, to which
no living creature could have any access.  But, when he
further saw the boy laughing and playing with all case
and boyish gambols, in his own maunsion, hLis wonder
changed soon into a fearful ire, at this dauntless audacity of
the boy in thus disturbing the waters of Yamuud and the
peace of his own mind.  He, therefore, seized the boy and
entwined his body all around with hisown. When the shep-
herd boys could ne longer bear the long absence of Krishna
in the waters, they suspected that somecthing very
serious had happened to him, and, therefore, they imme-
diately ran home crying, to communieate this intelligence
to his parents. These, followed by all the men and wo-
men of Vraja, hastened to the spot at which Krishna was
suspected to have been drowned. His brother Balarfma
did not join the crowd, for he was perfectly aware of the
divinity of Krishna and of his omnipotence. From an
elevation they all discerned there the most perilous situa-
tion of their darling Krishna, coiled as they tound him by
a large black serpent, ready to kill him.  When they be-
held this, they rlbcgan to weep and cry, as they did not
know how they could extricate him from the grasp of that
mouster. Being fully conscious of their sincere love and
devotion for him, Krishna made his own small body
swell out and eularge from within the coilings ot the ser-
pent, to such an extent that the monster could no longer
hold him but at the hazard of his own life, and was, there-
fore, too glad to disentangle himselt, and to let Krishna
alone. . Now full of rage, the monster stood at a distance
from Krishna, and luoked at him with his eyes and breath
vomiting, and his split tongues rolling in  virulent poison,
and ready to bite him. Krishna, like Garuda, (the great
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eagle of Vishnu) at once darted upon him, seized him by
the tail, whirled him round and round till he had lost all
his vigour and strength, and then, all of a sudden, jumped
upon his wide houd and began to dance upen it with all
the gracefulness of an accomplished waltzer. It has been
already noticed that Kiliyd had one hundred and one
heads forming this wide hood on which Krishna kept up
danciug.  During this merriment of Krishna, and the dis-
tortion of the monster under its operation, while the for-
mer was allowing the latter to raise up and lower down
his heads one after another under the ginceful movements
of his heels ajd toes, keeping time harmoniously with
the celestial music, which the gods were glad to bring in
aid, the heaveuly orchestra kept up the hilarity by the
symphonic modulations of the voices and songs of the
celestial nymphs singing the praises of Krishna for his
victory over Kdliyd, while the angels with their wives
ponred down Howers on his head.

The great serpent was thus completely overpowered ;
and ¢jecting blood and venom from all his mouths, and
being no longer able to bear the tortures and the most ex-
eruciating pains to which he was subjected, he now sought
the merey and protection of Krishna, knowing him to be
the Great Lowd of all creatures, and the st Cause,
who rewands the virtuous and punishes the evil-doers. In
the meantime Kdliyd’s wives, who had witnessed tho
punishment that was thus inflicted on their husband, came
forward, worshipped Krishna, and expressed acquiescence
in the justice of all that he had done as the Lord of the
creation and the Punisher of the sinners ; but at the samo
time with all humility they eraved his pardon for the sin
of their dear husband.,  Then follows the praise and pray-
er offered by them to Krishna, replete with sublime and
philosophic thoughts in respeet to the Great Divine Being
and the justice of’ His dispensation in this world ; suggest-
ing, at the same time, that the punishment which he in-
Hicts on the sinners ends only in their reclamation and
final bliss.  Pleased with this prayer, Krishna released
Kiliyd, and ordered him to remove his abode from the
river Yamund, and choose instead some part of the wide
ocean ; where Garuda, from whose terror lw had taken lis
refuge thither, would no longer torment him.  Kéliyd
obeyed his order ; and the river Yamunf was rostored to
the everlasting purity and freshness of its waters,

Tuterpretation of the above wyth,

The above Aryan myth, so well known throughout the
length and breadth of India to all Hindus, as to form the
theme of daily songs in their mouths, is one of the many
which have appeared in some shape or other in the old
annals of all nations from time immemorial, preserving its
prominent characteristic in basso relievo, of the story of a
great serpent having been killed by the manifestation of a
divine or superhuman power.  Among the many exploits
of Krishna, mentioned in the Shrimad Bhfgavata, such as
the destruction of devils and monsters, and the preservation
of peace and happiness amongst all the people who were
devoted to him,—the crushingof the serpent, Kiliyd who had
oune hundred and one heads, and  from the fear of Garnda
(the great eagle on which Vishnu rides) had taken refuge
in the watery recess of the Yamund, bears a striking
resemblance to one of the twelve labours aseribed to
Hercules in the Grecian mythology, viz, the victory over the
monster Hydva with his seven, twelve, and according to
Diodorus, one thousand heads, in the lake of Lerna. From
the fact of an instantancous death being produced by the
bite of a serpent, and the consequent great dread in which
that animal has been universally held by mankiud, as well
as from its natural subtlety in doing cvils of all kinds, it
appears to me to be no wonder that it should be held as
type und representative on our earth of the Prince of the
devilg, and that there should exist a natural enmity and
hatred between itand man ; conformable to the figurative
language of the curse pronounced by CGod against that
animal as mentioned in the old Testanent—* And I will
put enmity between thee and the woman, and between
thy seed and ber seed ; it shall bruise thy head, and thou
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shalt bruise his heel.” (len. iit. 15, There are many other
passages in the Bible pointing to the bruising of the
serpent’'s head by the heel of man.  And I now leave it
to the taste of my readers to judge how beautiful and
graphic does this illustration  of this fact appear in the
wbove Aryan myth of Kdliyd Mardana,

Allow me now to go into the philasophical and psycho-
logieal sense involved in this myth, ng 1 can hardly afford
to forego regarding it in that light, and secing how nicely
the several points  of coinerdence meet  to illustrate the
almost universally accepted fact of the ultimate conquest
of good over evil, of hght over darkness.  In the above
parable, Yamund may be said fairly to vepresent the ever-
flowing streamn of the principle of love and joy, emanating
from the great fountain-head of all goodness—God. 1t s
algo the gush of the light of the Chiddkdisn, the principle
of life and activity. (call it for the snke of illustration here
the astral light of our days, if you please) shronded by
darkness in all its shades and  degrees of the  elemental
Akidsn, as is well typified by the dark appearance of the
water of that river as deseribed by the Hindu poets of
India, invermostly pervading the whole wniverse, and
forming in man lis spirit  (this word is used here in the
sense in which the theosophists distinguish it from the
soul), Now this flow of light and happiness represented
by the Yamund is found  disturbed by n monster with
many heads taking refuge in its deep and solitary abyss,
causing sorrow and miscery to all the vutside world around.
Who would not now suspeet the monster to be the
great evil-doer, the prompter of Fve and Adam—=Satan,
Ahriman, or by whatever other name you may be
pleased to designate him—lying concealed in the human
heart 7 Krishna's  plunging  himselt into  the  river
from n high Atadwnbe trec on its bank to find out and
punigh Kiliyd, hid in its depth, may well be compared to
the tracing of the evil and misery of this world to their
very source by a mind clevated by divine knowledge.
Kurther, Krishna's dancing gracefully, and in the spirit of
triumph and exunltation upon the wide hood of Kaliyi
from which were peeping out his once hundred and one
hiends and mouths, each vomiting blood and poison, asl
conceive it to be the re plusultra, asif it were, of the whole
comedy and tragedy involved in this beauntiful myth.
Kaliyat's one hundred and one heads and  mouths each
containing a bifurcated tongue and  vomiting blood and
poison, are emblematic of the thousand ways in which the
guile and subtlety of Satan, or the principle of 1ivil, work
misery and woe in the kingdom of God ; and Krishna's
pressing them down and disabling them one after another
so as never to rise up again under the pressure of his
lieel and toes in his gracelul waltz, is just the very exulta-
tion which a godhke saint or a yogi would naturally
feel at the gradual subjugation by him of all his budily
passions, thoughts, and  emotions ; and, at last, of the very
source which gives rise to all these, viz, the human mind,
or mundane will, according to our Western metaphysicians,
the most subtle but powerful force which works in the
human heart. To complete the sense of the whole meta-
phor, and endow it with an air of unqualified truth, Krishna
1s not, like Hercules, represented herein as effecting the
destruction of his foe in toto, as it was absolutely in his
power to do if he chose ; but he only permits Kiliya when
completely overpowered, and when he besought his mercy
and protection, to change his (quarters somewhere else, in
the wide ocean, never to anuoy aund disturb the peace and
happiness of his own people and the creatures of his
favorite Vrand4van ; shewing thereby, that God only pro-
tects them from evil who devote themselves to Him, and
not the wide world abroad, which is astray and alienated
from Him.*

Bombay, 9th March 1880.

* Or again, does not tho permission granted to the serpeut to betake him-
self to the fathomless depths of the sea, indicnto that, though we may puye
our individual natures of evil. it can never bo extirpated hut must still linger
in the whole oxpanse of the Avtmar, ns the opposing power to active goodness
which maintains the equilibrium in Nature—in short, the equal balancing of
tho scales, tho porfect harmony of discords ! [Ev. Turos.}
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ANOTHER .LETHIROBAT.
BY JOSHI OOTAMRAM DOOLABHRAM,

tiurw of the School of Astrology and Astronomy in Baredu.

The statement in the November number of the THE0SO-
PHIST that the levitation of the human body has been seen
by many reputable witnesses in India, is strictly correct.
I myself’ am able to testity to the fact. In the year of
Samvat 1912 (1856) I was making an investigation into
ancient chemistry and sought out a competent” instructor
who could give me some of the information which I de-
sired,  After much search I found at the city of Broach,
i a temple of Mahadev situate on the banks of the river
Narbada, an ascetic («enyasi) who was prctising “ yog.”
and enlisted myselt as his disciple. He was a man of
apparently 35 years of age, above the avernge size of
man, and with a beautiful countenance animated with a
great intelligence of expression, and cheeks suffused with
a very peculiar roseate hue which | have never seen on any
mortal’s face before or since. His head was shaved, and
he wore a saffron robe of o canyasi. He was a native of
Panjab.  He was known to us under the name and title of
Narayenanand. Like all men of hisclass, he was exceedingly
difficult to approach, and would neitheraccept me as a pupil,
nor allow me to put myself on terms of any intimacy until
he had satisfied himself by the closest questioning as to my
real intentions and capacity to learn the science of Yog.
I will pass over these details and simply state that, at last,
I gained my objeet, was accepted asa pupil, received his
blessing, and served him, first and last, for more than two
years.  During this time I learut many things practically
which I had previeusly known only from reading our sacred
Nhastras, 1 discovered many scerets of nature, and saw
amplo proot of the power in man to control the forces of
nature, my ‘preceptor wmong other things practising
* prannayam’ or the suspension of the breath. I will not
pretend to explain in the language of Western science, the
effect produced in the human body by this branch of Yog
Vidya.  But this much I will say that, while the Sanyasi
was absorbed in contemplation, during his performance of
“ prannayam,” sitting in the prescribed posture of “ Pad-
masam,” his body would rise from the ground to the beight
of four ﬁngurs, and remain suspended in the air for four
and five minutes at a time, while T was allowed to pass
my hand beneath him three or four times, to satisfy myself
beyond a doubt that the levitation was a positive fact.

[

THE MIND IS MATERIAL.
BY BABU AMRITALAL DE.

The human mind is material, and dies with the death
of our mortal frame. 1 define mind to be the result of
the harmonious union and adjustment of the visible and
latent organisms, or the organs that make up the human
frae, having its seat in the centre of the nervous system.
Metaphysics acknowledges the truth that where the cause
18 mortal, the effect must be liable to destruction. This
is an axiomatic truth, and it requries no Hamilton, no
Bain to prove its validity. Well, then, here the organs
Jointly form the cause, and the mind is their result. These
or%zms perish with the death of the body, for they form
only the different parts of the body, consequently, the
human mind, the result of their union, perishes with
them.

The miud possesses or exercises certain powers or fune-
tions. It reasons, judges, thinks, couceives, remembers, and
ingines. In its healthy state it performs all its functions
duly and fully ; but when disense(‘, it loses one or other of
its powers or loses them all.  In a fainting fit or senseless-
ness, for instance, the mind ceases to perform all its func-
tions, and the man who is the subject of it, has the con-
sciousness of nothing passing within. These facts clearl
prove that the mind is as mortal as the organs are, of whic
1t is simply the result.

To illustrate the matter more fully, let us take the
common example of a watch, The mechanism of a watch,
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when duly adjusted, produces motion ; but when it is in
a disordered state, or when it stops working, motion and
the pointing out of time by the hands, cease to exist at
the very same time.  What does this prove 7 It proves
very clearly that an effect bears the snme nature as dves
its cause, or causes jointly assimilated,
From what has been stated above, & man may he natu-
rally led to ask that if our mind is mortal, we are mortal too
~and with the  dissolution of our mortal frame, every thing
of us will be bronght to an end, and consequently, there
cannot possibly be any future worll of reward and punish-
ment subsequent to our death, The following  state-

ments will suffice to satisfy the enquirer.  Man possesses .

two important essences, the life and the soul. Tt is heyond
man’s power to understand what these essences are in
reality, unless he can actually see them by going into the
spiritual world, which no man, till he is “ born again,” can
possibly do.  The full comprehension of spiritual objects
the enlightened spirit can only have,  We can have only a
faint iden of  them by a comparison of these with the ma-
terial objects we see and feel.

The soul of man has the sane relation to the Supreme
Soul as a ray of light has to the sun, and our life bears the
same relation to our soul which the reflection of the ray
bears to the ray itselt ; in other words, as the veflection is
to the ray and the ray to the sun, so is our life to our soul
and our soul to the Supreme Soul.

Asa corroborative evidence of what I have asserted
above, [ simply cite here a passage from the First Book
of the Pentateuch—" God made man in his image, out
of his likeness,”®

~ Asto the proof of the iunmortality of our soul and
life, I have simply to assert that the cternal existence, the
immortality of the Supreme Soul, is undeniable, thercfore,
the immortality of our soul and life is also \indeniable, for
one i3 the cause and the other the cffect, and, as I have
stated before, the effect bears invariably the same nature
as does its cause,

Jeypore, 9th March, 1850,
— e —
ODE TO INDIA.

1
Why slumbers India-when ’tis time to wake ?
Untimely sleep is wilful suicide.
Alas 1 she sleeps, but slecp may never hide
The heavings of that heart, which soon must break !
Despair—hard usurer —will from her morrow
Deduct morve than his fair share from her ease,
And pay her but in tears !
Ol Mother ! rise superior to thy sorrow ;
Thou art yet young in years :
Jan ages mako thee old 2 The stars, the sun,
As bright as they begun,
Will shine on thee alway, renewing thy life's lease.
p
Mother of many nations ! wake again
“To all the grandeur of thy destiny :
The world is thine, and from thee, and in thee,
And but awaits to hear the joyous strain,
Which like a burst of music shall vibrate,
With oft-repeated echoes, to its soul !
Is not the world thine own ?
Have not maukind to thee consign’d their fate ?
Why art thou passive grown ?
It is not destiny's stern-wrinkled frown,
That kecps thee lowly down ;
For thou art great—above all fate’s control !
3
Yet wake once more, and be again the Ind,
The holy realm of hope to youth and age,
The land of universal pilgrimage,

® We liope not, Ior, as we have no other possibility of judging of God
but from bis micrograph—man—we would bhave, woro it so, to give up the
Deity in disgust and turn to absolute athoivm —Eu, ‘T1EOS.

Whose name and fame were borne on every wind,
To deepest cave terrene and highest star !
Alas | now heeatombs are piled alone
Of anguish and despair !
Thou hast no momunents but in the far
Twilight of ages gone :
And pilgrims no more to thy shores repaiv
For worship as of old :—
The idol is ador'd but for its baser golid!
4
Dost thou not hear the harsh and grating langh,
With which thy meaner rivals feed their spite ?
“ Indin is living and yet dead”—they write
Upon the slab of thy mock cenotaph,
Ol ! rise snperior to all slander—say,
Tudia i3 once again herself, and death
Is battied of his prey !
Beliold § how all the world hangs on thy breath,
And in thy kindling cye
Reads the proud promise of a newer birth ;
Whilst thy unclouded sky
Showers its splendours on the gladsome carth !
: iy
0, for a trumpet loud to blow a blast,
That would resound from the north glaciers frove,
Far down to spicy Ceylon’s southern shore !
Then should the sleeping echoes of the past
Shake oft’ their lengthened  lethargy, and rouse
The actions and the thoughts, that gave them birth,
Did not the best on earth
Pledge for thy choosing their most sacred vows 7
. Mother ! hast thou so soun
Thy Buddha and thy Sankara forgot ?
Forgot the mighty boon ?
Thouwast their living hope, thou wast their dying thonght !
G
My pen is guided by an unseen Power,
And ag I write a vision stirsmy 'soul ¢
Methinks thou standest on the highest goal,
Which Fate rescrved thee for thy happiest hour.
Ol noble pride ! Oh majesty sercne !
Thou standest like a queen,
And at thy feet whole nations sinking low,
Look on thy glorious brow,
Aud kneel in love and worship !
A dream, o phantasy ?
Oh, wake me not ! If sleep
Can minister to hope, why shall [ wake and weep 2

S.J. P

Do I sec

-———_’-——

ABOUT THE YEAR 1848, MR. STRICKE, AN APOTHECARY
attuched to the Madras Medical Departinent, was travel-
liug on duty in the districts, when one day w Byragi pre-
sented himselt before him and asked for some oil of cinnu-
won, a request which was readily complied with., i re-
turn, however, the Byragi offered to communicate a wantra
or charm, against scorpion stings, and Mr., Stricke, not
liking to hurt the feelings of the man, noted down tho
charm. A few days after, a person stung by a scorpion,
was brought to him for treatmment, and he scized the op-
portunity for trying the charm before having recourse to
any drugs he bad with him.  He, thercfore, picked up a
small twig, and, ascertaining the area of the pain, which
extended to a few inches above the bite, waved the twig
down to the wound as was dirccted, reciting at the sne
time the mantra, and to his astonishment the very first
recitation reduced considerably the sutterings of the man,
and continuing it a few minutes longer the pain subsided
and the man left the place recovered.  Mr. Stricke soon hal
another opportunity for trying it—this time it was his
own wife that was bit by one of these noxious reptiles ; he
triecd the antidote and succeeded.  He  theneeforward
adopted thiy simple cure in some seven or cight other
cages that cume to him for treatment,  Satisfied as to the
cflicacy of the remedy, he communicated it to o friend of
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his, one Mr. Brown, a merchant. Ml. Stricke died since,
and his son, an assistant master in one of the Madras
High Schools, obtained from the said Mr. Brown a copy of
the chaem and tried it himself in several cases with simi-
lae vesults, The following is the charm which we have
ubtnined for the benetit of  our renders i —

“Ong Pdl.l“llll'ly pichaminyf sardhdmath Keetvas San-
]nlll”l.t Choo,”

First ascertain from the sufferer the extreme limit of
the pain, then take a twig and wave it thence down to the
sling as often as the charm is repeated, and till the pain
has subsided or reaches the woundl. Any smarting left
beliind could be relieved by bathing the part with some
can-de-Cologne,

DIHYSIOLOGY O MARRIAGE,
BY SAKHARAM ARJUN, ESQ., LM.&S,
Jdeting Professor of Botany. (rant Medical College, Bombay.

The present state of India, ascompared to that of former
days, shows some striking changes.  The physical weak-
ness of its people, their want of moral courage, and their
impoverished state, all occupy the thoughts of thought-
ful men:and those who are wise are ever trying to “is-
cover the causes that may have led to these ch.nurc% It
is agreed that there are several such causes, .uul among
the L'll(‘f, our marriage customs,

Let us consider how far the modern science of phy-
siology proves these three facts, viz, (1) the necessity
nl'ln.nl'\inlr at & mature age, (2) the unnaturalness of
early marriages, and (3) the necessity for instituting
widow re-marriage.

It is an accc])tc«l fact that one can only attain Dhar-
niew (truth), Artha (money), Kama (desire) and Moksha
(final bliss) by possessing physienl strength. [t is, there-
fore, imperative that we should preserve our constitution
in order to attain every sort of enjoyment.  And, as we
find that marviage affects our constitution, we must see
under what circumstances it should be contracted. By
marringe is meant the most inthoate rvelation between
man and woman, and not mevely that preliminary ritualistic
ceremony which the Hindus have first, to pass through,
long before the conneetion between husband and  wife
is formed.

There are persons who say that those who are free from
the marriage-tic are most happy.  But it is quite suffic-
ient to refer sueh to what a great European scholar of
the last century said, viz, “If mwriage has its cvils,
celibney has no charms.”

The male aml the female are the two forces in this
world, and without the mingling of the sexes it wonld
come to an end. It is in the order of natuwre that when
both attain a certain age they should feel the instinct of
love, to satisfy which they must adopt proper means,
Now, it there were no marriages, men would use improp-
er means to satisfy their desire.  An abnormal intimacy
with numerous women would be formed.  The voluptu-
ary would discontinue any one of these as soon as the
woman becomes old and loses her charms.  There would
be no real love between the two;and, as the excellence
of the progeny depends to a very great extent upon the
amount of love between the parents, the human race
would gradually degenerate,  But when certain rules are
fixed for the perfonmnce of lawful marriage, all these
evils are avoided. Because, it is not mere amorous desire
that creates real love, but the charms of the marriage
relation, which attract the sexes towards each other. Mar-
ringe, therefore, o true and natural marriage, is the real
rource of every happiness.  Let us now consider the
cirenmstances under which its consummation will conduce
to perfect happiness.

The first point to be noticed, is that of the proper age
of the parties. The most learned philosophers, after
having weighed all the circumstances, such as climate,
. &e., have expressed an opinion ' that there should be
no marital relationship permitted until a few years after
the age of puberty has been respectively attained, This

“the law of nature.
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will conduce to their moral aml phyelcal good. The
man should be between 25 and 30, at the time of his
marriage, the woman between 15 and 20.  And, although
a certain animal instinet may assert itself at an earher
peviod, still there is a difference between this desire
and that arising in them after they respectively at-
tain the abovementioned ages,® 'Therefore, the custom
nmong us of performing early marringes, and of bringing
about their consummation as soon as the wife reaches a
certain crisis, has a pernicions effect, inasmuch as it tells
upon the constitution of both, and tends to prevent their
having a family, If there be any pro?(-ny at all, it is sure
to be weak. Ranmer, the famous historian, says that
in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries the common
people of Europe were tall and stout, but the nobility
were short and weak. This he attributes to the evil prac-
tice aunong the aristocrats of performing early marringes,
Henry VI was very weak, because he was born when
his mother was only ten years of age. Besides, yonng pa-
rents are themselves ignorant of the proper way to
bring up such weak children, and turn them into the right
pntln. This course of performing early marriages, therefore,
but increases the population without begetting sons able
to work for either their country or for themselves, but only
to pass through life with feeble and diseased constitutions.
Besides, the Calentta Nizomut Adalat Report gives many
instances in which girls suffered from excessive hamor-
rhagin in consequence of too early an assumption of the
duties of wife, Again, if & man marries at the proper
age he has all the advantages of a constjtution, whereas if
married carly, he becomes ver y weak, cowardly and with-
ont any vigour, Ought not these facts to open the eyes
of our countrymen to the sense of their duty towards
themselves and their country 2 Does it become them to stub-
bornly adhere to their foolish and pernicious customs ?
Do they forget that they have to deal with giants, and that
i’ proper qtcps are not taken to gather physical strength,
and thus be able to resist the stronger physique of these
men mountains, the latter will soon be found so powerful
that they would be able to trample on the miscrable Indians
like mosquitoes 2 My countrymen, if you have any reli-
gions scruples, the very Dharmsindhu which is your chief
authority on all points of religion, suggests to you cer-
tain remedies.  For instance, it is said that if o girl at-
tiins the age of puberty before she is married, her parents,
or whoever may perform the ceremony, should give a cow
in charity, and so on. Cannot these things be c'mly done?
Aund if with all these evils and their remedies before us,
we do not set to work now, when we ean no longer plead
igmorance, we shall be the cause of our own destruction,

Again, talking of religious diffienlties, does not Dharm-
aindlon strictly prolnbnt the marriage of a girl before
she is six years of age ?  And do our countrymen adhere
to it 2 In many instances girls are married when they
are not even five years old, Nay, they go further still.
They warry their children while they are not even able
to stand at the ceremony, but are in the cradle ! ! What
can be more foolish and monstrous than that! Has
not the time arrived to check the progress of all these
stupidities and seriously adopt measures that will result in
good to our country ?

I'ie second point to be noticed, is that of the proper re-
lative ages of the husband and, the wife.  Among the
Guzarathis we find instances of the couple being of the
same age, or sometimes of the wife being even older than
her husband. This is against the course of Nature. It is a
recognized fact that women very soon attain the nge of.

® A learncd friend has taken exception to this on the ground that if the
feoling of passion arises in men at the ago of sixteen or soventeen, it would
ho going agninst nature te say that they shonld only bo married when they are
hotweon twenty-five and thirty years. Our reply is :—Habit is second na-
ture, If, therefore, our custom of early marringes were gradually abolished,
naturo would not precociously move the young nien of our country at that
enrly age at which it does at present, For instance, one who takes his meals
ot 8 o'clock, feels hungry at t"mt hour, while to another who takes them at
9, that hecomes tho hour when he feels hungry, and so on. [t is, there.
fore, n (uostion of the peculinr nature of the individual and not that of
Itis the law of nature that persons should have the
fecliug of desire, but that this should happon at n certain age, is not its
law. That is a matter of individual habit.



.

April, 1880

THE THEOSOPHIST.

187

maturity, and, ag it is desirable that the sexual feeling in
the husband and the wife should end at the sane time, it is
necessary that there should be a difference between their
respective ages of about ten years. This is the uuited
opinion of the best Western physiologists, Women lose
that fecling at the age of forty-five, men at fifty or fifty-
five.

Now let us consider what sort of woman should be cho-
sen fora wife, She must be healthy and have no disease,
or else not only will she be a burden to her husband, but
she will bring forth sickly children.. A woman with quite
a white face and a body like n wax statue, though hersclf
healthy, will never have healthy children. Itis better
always that a bright-complexioned man shonld marry a
little  darker-coloured woman ; for if both are very fair,
the progeny is almost sure to be serofulous, and scrofula
is a very bad disease.

Again, it is necessary that their temperaments should
be different, because they will then be more likely to have a
great love for each other, which is one of the principal
things that ensure good progeny, The science of chemis-
try proves that two substances of oppusite qualitics have
a great affinity to each other. Thus, the tendency of an
acul is to combine with an alkali, and these substances are
of exactly opposite properties, The result of such a co-
bination 13 well” known to be a salt, which differs from
cither, but unites the substances of both. Movcover, the
historical cases of distinguished personages confirm our
statement that the greater the love  between parents, the
better the progeny. Lahu and Kusha, you remember,
were more powerful even than their father Ram, whose
love for Sita (his wife) is taken as the standard of extreme
love between husband and wite.  Abhimanyu, so renown-
ed for heroism even in his youth, was the son of Subha-
dra, to maurry whom Arjuna (the father of Abhimanyu)
wis very desirous, and had gone so far as to pretend that
he was a Sannyfisi.  Similarly, Ghatotkacha was not the
son of Droupadi but of Hedamba, whomn Bhima loved so
ardently. - We might quote such instances, but it is use-
less, since it must be conceded that we have sufliciently
established our point.

Let us now consider what constitutes an improper mar-
riage. The following appear to be the points :—(1)—Mutual
dislike of the couple ; (2)—a great difference between
their respective ages ; (3)—the marriage of the old with
children ; (4)—the mavriage of one man with various
women ; (3)—and the marriage between persons of the
same blood. ‘

Among us, the first of these probubly results from the
stupidity of the parents. They do not care whether the
young couple have, or are likely to have, any love for each
other, but perform the ceremony because they choose,
And thus the happiness of the young couple is often
destroyed beyond remedy.  Once that the sced of dislike
is sown, it grows fust.  The ill-matched couple may seem
happy, but who knows what passes in the inmost recesses
of their hearts 2 And the more you try to reconcile
them to eacli other, the stronger grows their hatred.

The scecond and the third owe their origin to the pro-
hibition of widow-remarriage nmong us.  If widowers were
ot allowed to remarry as widows wre aof, our people
would long ago have been freed from the stigma of scl-

fish partiality which attaches to their name. Our wi-
dowers want wives, but they will not have widows. And

what then follows is cvident. Young givls fall victims
to their old husbands, and naturally an clement of dis-
Jike is introduced, the consequences of which have already
been deseribed.

As regards the fourth point, that is o customn preva-
lent in many parts of our country among the Bralunins
of the “Kuleen” caste. Tt is uscless to describe heve
all the horrors and evils that result from this atrocious
custom.  The science of physiology proves to us the im-
practicability of a person being able to satisty the desire
of two women, Let our remlqrs, then, imagine the atroe-
ity of the crime of these Byahmins who are husbands
tv even seven or cight women at the same time,

And now we will turn our attention to the fifth point, that
of the union of persons of the smine blood.  We cannot trace
the origin of this practice, but Manu and other religious re-
formers have absolutely prohibited such a thing. This
custom prevails to an extremely great extent among the
Parsis of owr country. One of our Parsi friends informs
us that it arose from the misconception of some passage
in their religions book. But it is now high time that
people should turn, consider and realize the cvils begotten
by this horrible e¢ustom of nwurying cousins.  They
naturally begin to dislike cach other very soon, and, what
is worse, their progeny degenerates.  Such a marriage
sows the seed of disease in the fumily, and scrotula, con-
sumption and such other discases are the undoubted results,
The lap-dog is a striking illustration of our statement.
These dogs are the progeny of the children of the same
parents, and ‘we all sce how very weu‘k and puny t.lnu
species of lap-dog is. I have a considerable practice
among the Parsis, and I find that diseases of the above
mature prevail to a great extent among them. 1 have
personally attended the case of w woman who was married
to her cousin, wnd gave birth to a child that had no braiu
at all, It would require a chapter to mention all such
cases that have come under my personal obscrvation.

Before concluding, however, I would request my Parsi
friends to take this grave matter into their hands, and
adopt proper means to check these evils, after due in-
vestigation into the facts has been made. At the same
time, I would ask all my countrymen to consider seri-
ously what has been stated here, and open their eyes to
the peril they have brought upon themselves, and under
the weight of which they will be crushed by their cwn
act, if the necessary remedy is not applied in time,

. e e

CREMATION IN AMERICA,

In December, 1876, onr Socicty burned in - Ameriea the
body of onc of its Councillors, who had requested that
his remains should be so disposed of.  The preliminary
funeral ceremonies were of adistinetly “ Heathen” cha-
racter, amd attracted the attention of the whole nation,
when deseribed aud commented upon by the seven thou-
sandd American journals. The ceremonies themselves were
performed about the Ist of June at the Masonie Temple in
the presence of thonsands, At that time there was no proper
crematory, or building for the huming of the dewld, in
the entire country, and public opinion would not have
permitted the burning to take place in open air, atter
the Aryan fashion.  The body of our Councillor—the
Bavarian Baron de Pahm, then vesiding in the United
States off Anierica—was accordingly embalmed, and placed
e the “receiving-vault” of « cemetery,, a place provided
for the reeeption of hodies not immediately to be buried,
It lay there nntil December, when a proper crematory
had been built by a wealthy gentleman of Pennsylvania,
Dr, k. Julins Le Moyne, on his own estate and i spite
of the protests and threats of his ncighbowrs and strangers,

"This being the fiest case in Ameriea of eremation, our
Society determined to have every doubt solved as to the
legality of this method of sepulture, under the laws of
Awmerica.  The statute buoks were carefully scarched by
a special committee, and not o line or word  was found
which prevented a person fromn disposing of his or her
budy according to choice, provided that there should be
no sinitary or police regulation infringed. A formal request
was made tor permission to remove Baron de Palin’s remains
from the reeciving-vanlt in Brooklyn—a suburh of New
Ywrk City—to Pennsylvania for cremution.  This was
granted atter some examination of the statutes by coun-
sel to the Brooklyn Board of Health; and the Pre-
sident of that body aceepted an invitation to witness the
novel cereniony, and actually did see it,  So, too, did the
official representatives of the Hoealth Boards of o number
of other cities, amd one—Dr. Asdale of the Pittshurgh
(Pa) Board of Health actually helped Col. Oleott, Dr.
Le Moyne, and My, Henry J. Newton, to put the corpsg
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into the hot retort of the cremation-furnace,  The unan-
imous declaration of all these scientitic gentlemen, after
secing the whole process of the burning, was that it was
neither opposed to the interests of law, of public health,
or of decency.  And, as the President of the Presbyterian
College in the town where the eremation took place was
one of the orators at, o public meeting held after that
ceremony, and distinetly said that the Christian Bible
did not prohibit this form of sepulture, the way was open
lfor the introduction of this great reform, Science had
long  denounead burial as the worst possible means of
getting rid of the dead, and it only wanted such a prac-
tical illustmtion as this of the decency, cheapness, and
entire feasibility of cremation to inangurate a new cra in
this direction,

Naturally, such a change as that from burying to hurning
must be a very gradual one. The public’s reason is first
to he convineed, then its unreasoning prejudice removed,
The first bold step finds its mitators here and there, and
then, when the people find that nothing bad has happened
to cither themselves or the reformers, the change, it a
romd one, is adopted.  This process is going on in the
United States with respect to cremation,  The first flush
of Christian indignation at the “bawrbarity " and “ hea-
thenisin” of the Theosophical Society passed away, the
cchoes of the jowrnalistic gibes are gone, and our name,
nsg promoters of one of the most beneficial social reforms
possible, has fixed for itself a place on the page of Ame-
rienn history,

The De Palin eremation has, within the last three-and-
w-halt years, been followed by those of the vencrable Dr,
Les Moyne himself, Mrs. Benn, Pitman and several others,
and it is within our personal knowledge that the wills
of 1 number of Americans, of both the sexes, have heen
carefully drawn so as to compel the surviving relatives
to burn the testators’ bodies instead of burying them.
A case of cremation, of special interest. and importance,
is fornd in the latest American journals that have reached
us.  The subject was a young Mr, Charles A, McCreery,
partner in one of the wealthiest picce-goods houses of
New York, and an orthedox Christian in faith,  The
cremation was conducted at the Le Moyne place with
the greatest privacy, as the deceased’s family were hitter-
ly opposed to burning, though they could not refuse the
young man'’s request.  But the sharp-witted Sun repor-
ters, who discover overything worth the trouble to find
out, got a clue to the facts, and Mr, M ‘reery’s l':!t'lwr
very properly decided to give the whole truth publicity,
1t then appeared that

“ When Baron de Palm was cremated and the subject of cremation
was discussed, he advocated that method of disposing of deaul hodies,
and, indeed, of everything that, from its nnture, was meant to be
put out of sight.”

I'is being the father's own stateinent, no one will deny
that this case is directly traceable to the example set
by the Theosophical Society,  ‘The infinence that the
MeUreery eremation will have upon public opinion in
Awmerica is very great,  Notoonly the high respectability
of the decensed himselt, and the wealth, picty and
standing of his family, but also the admiring testi-
mony of the clergyman who superintended  the burning
together with the deceased’s brother, as to the freedom
of the process from all objectionable features, will com-
bine to give cremation a forward impulse in the Great
Republic.

The following brief extracts are from the New York
Sun's special report :—

“We thought we were doing the very best thing,” saild Mr,
McCreery, * in trving to keep the affair quict, It was my son's
desire, and we ghrank from publicity, ‘There are many people who
may blume us, who think cremation a leathen practice, It 1
cannot help that.  Were the consequences many fold more disagree-
able we woulill not hesitate.  We dlid what we thought was right and
we are satistied. My son was a man of tremendons will power,  He
never windertook anything in his life that he did not accomplish
vxcept the oue thing of getting well of his disease, But that will
power bas wade itself felt even after his death, and what he willed
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to have done has heen accomplished. Tt was not the freak of an
enthusinst. e died in the faith of his futhers, a devoted Cluis-
tian, and we are comforted.”

“ Well,” continued Mr. McCreery, “nothing more was said about
the matter to me vntil after his death.  Then we found in his desk
a paper containing snme requests, among them the following:”

INWOOD, oct 21, 1879,

My pranr ranexrs: Having for varions reasons formed a great
aversion {o the ordinary methods of burial, it is my solemn wish
that, after full assurance of my death has been seenved, every pos-
sible efort should be made to imvc my body burned,

“This request coming in this way, we did not think we conld
possibly refuse, althongh it was exceedingly painful for us to aceede
toit. Not that I am so oppoxed to cremation, but it was going
against my whole education and the custons of my forefathers. but
I made upmy mind that his request must be carried out at all events,
and then the question arose how best to do it.  He had requested
that there L no publicity attached to the matter, and we were
certainly anxious to keep the matter quiet ; but  whether we could
do it openly or quictly we were boud to carry out our son's wishes.
Mrx, MeCreery and myself found that we conlid take no part in the
arrangements.  Our feelings would not permit us to do anything,
and so the whole arrangetuents were turned over to my cllest
s, J, Crawford McCreery, and our pastor here, Mr, Diyson,
After Chanlie’s death the body was placed in o hermetically sealed
metallic coftin, from which the air was exhausted, and that placed
in n wooden coffin, and deposited in-the receiving vault in
Woodlawn Cemetery.  Mr. Payson will tell you all the rest.”

Mr. Dayson, who for five years hax been the pastor of the
Presbyterian Chureh in Inwood, a small, slender, scholarly-look-
ing young man, said @ I agree with Mr, McCreery that it is
beat to have no more concealment, I now know what cremation
ix, and I am glad to have an opportunity of speaking of it. 1
was with Charlie much thronghout his illnexs, aud he talked
frankly with me He loathed the idea of ordinary burial, and
spoke in the strongest terins against it.  He said that the idea
of being put into the earth, there to decay..and possibly to have
his bones eat into by labourers laying oul new streets, was hor-
rible. e believed in cremation, and he said to me: T am gnite
sure that if 1y father knew my wishes he would go so furasto
build a furnace himself if nccessary.”

“Yes and T would,” exclaimed Mr, McCreery, with deep fecls
inga,

The report deseribes in detail the negotiations between
the family and Dr. Le Mo{nc's exccutors for the privilege
of using the furnace, and the transportation of the body
by rail to the place of cremation.  The Rev. Mr. Payson
then continues his narrative as follows :—

“Then the coflin was taken into the veception reom of the
crematory, It s o flre-proof brick building, about thirty feet by
fliteen, divided into two apertments, the reception room’ and dho
retort.  The latter is of fiveproof brick, and the fives are under
it. When the doors were opened, and 1 looked in, all my oppo-
sition to cremation disappeared, for then caume! tom the retort a
lovely, rosy light, which I could compare to nothing but the rosy
morning light on the snow peaks of the Alpy, as I have seen it
in Switzerland. ‘I'he body was prepared by being taken from
the coffin, placed in a crib, and covered with a sheet, saturated
with a rolution of almn. The crib i= shaped like an ordinary
crib, but is madde of rods of iron, just close enough to hold the

body.  The alum cloth was to prevent any sminoke or unpleasant
odonr. The Lody was not decomposed,  Being placed in the
erib, it was wheeled into the retort, and there rested in tho

rony light.  There was absolutely nothing whatever repugnaut to
the senses -no flane, 1o smoke, no odour of any kind. The
alum cloth remained for some time appurently intact.  Then
little by little, it disappeared, as did the body, the pure .ashes
fulling to the Dbottoin of the retort. It was about 1# in  the
afternoon when we placed the body in the rvetort, and in lesy
than three hours it was reduced to ashes,

Mr. Payson mistakes the purpose for which the alum-
saturated cloth is used. It was adopted at the De Palm
cremation, at the last moment, for the sake of decency,
the hody having to be put into the retort naked, aud it
being umlemtum’f that the progress of the cremation was
to be watched through the small draught-hole in the iron
door, by many scientitic men and journalists present. The
Baron's body was sprinkled with sweet spices and gums,
wed strewn with flowers and evergreen branches. But this
was merely an expression of tender regret at the loss of
a friend ; there were neither smoke nor unpleasant odours
ansed by the burning. The body lay in its iron cri
in a white hot atmosphere, aud its tissues and  other con-

“sumable parts were  gradually  resolved into vapor and

passed off into the atmosphere, while the white and  gray
ashes were left behind as the sole visible remnants of what
had onge been a man,
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“ A PERSONAL STATEMENT OF RELIGIOUS BELIEF ” IS THE
title of a pamphlet now just appearing at Bombay. 1t is an
unexpected, and very unusual piece of literature ; and the
subject is treated in a way to startle the whole of the
Protestant Church, call out an inward cliuckle of satisfac-
tion from the Jesuits, and provoke extreme dissatistac-
tion among the Conservative, church-going, Anglo-Indian
officials,  Yet it is an honest and sincere profession of faith,
Simple and dignified, without one word of reerimination
agninst those who will be the first to throw stones at him,
entirely heedless of possible consequences, the author—
a District Judge, we believe—Mr, G, C. Whitwaorth, comes
out bravely and without ostentation, to tell the truth to
the world about himself.  He las “ come to the conclu-
sion that it i3 better that every man's opinions, whether
right or wrong, should be known ;” and fecling that he
“will never reach that state of straightforwardness and
simplicity of conversation and conduct” after which he
is striving, he does not wish to remain any longer *in a
false position,” and hence renounces Christinnity  publicly
and in print,

All honour to the man who is brave and honest in this
century of sham beliefs and shameful hypoerisy i Who, re-
gardless of all dangers—and such an act entails more than
onc—throws otf the mask of false pretence that stitles him,
with the sole motive of doing what he decms his duty to
himself and those who know him,

Mr. Whitworth not only tells us what he believes no

more in, but alro makes a statement of the personal belief

that has superseded the Christianity he now repudiates.
Betore he was as certain as he now is of what his duty
in this question was, he used to wonder what ortliodox
churchmen would advise him to do—* 1 have heard,” he
says, **of such a thing as stamping out, or trying to stamp
out, unbelief from the mind. 1 suppose  the proeess is to
set before yourself the idea that it would be a good  thing
it you could believe, and then to determine to act on all
occasions as though you did, wntil at lengtls it comes to

seem to be o matter of course that you do believe. Now
such a course of conduct seems to me to be wrong. 1 cannot

sce how a man is justified in trying to settle by resolution
what he will believe, and in stitling instead of faivly ex-
amining doubts which may arise as to his pust belict, Nor
doces any one recommend this course to persons of a dif-
ferent creed tohis éwn” . o o . o 0 0 0 L L L.

. e “ And though,” he says further on, * [ would
not willingly suggest doubt to the wmind of any person
happily free from it, and worthily occupicd in this world,
I can 1 no degree concur in - the opinion that it is neces-
sary to keep up artificial veligions for the suke of the un-
enlightened masses,”  * Government by illusion’ is an ex-
pression 1 have lately heard. I cannot but think that the
bare truth is better.  More particularly it you think that
a God of infinite power created and governs the  world,
does it seem unreasonable to suppose that he means those
of his creatures that are comparatively wise to invent erro-
neous notions about him for their more ignorant tellows
to believe ¢ Wo have been so long acenstomed to asso-
ciate such things as worship, prayer, sacraments, and holy
offices with religion that some men seem to fear that, 1f
all these were got rid of, nothing would remain,  That is
not my experience. It should be remcembered that all
immoral and dangerous persons are cither already with-
out religion—in which case they could lose none if the
doctrine of government by illusion were given up—or
else that the religion they have has been useless to them.”

After that Mr. Whitworth states his present religious
belief and says—

“I believe that it is every man’s duty to do what he
can to make the world better and happier.  That is the
whole of my creed. T aim at no precision of language,
Many other formulas would do as well.  So to live that
the world may be better for my having lived in it is the
one most familiar to mny thoughts, The meaning is plain,
and there is nothing new in it. . . . . .
To me it scems absurd to attempt to devise a creed, or
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even to take, with any fixed resolution of keeping it, a
ready-made one.  What a man finds in the actual ex-
pericnee of his life to be good, that is what he must be-
lieve.......

“ Now before T attempt to explain how I findthe simple
creed T have enuneiated better than all the dogmas I once
believed, [ will refer to certain points on which (though
they do not belong to my religion) I shall no doubt be
expected, in such a publication ag this, to express distinet
opinions,

“ Such aquestion is, Do you believe in God ? Now I wish
to be pertectly frank, but it is beyond my power to answer
this question clearly. [ certainly did until within a few
years believe in God, but then I had o particular concep-
tion of him—nnmely, the being known as God the Father
in the Chureh of England.  Now, T am sure, we are not
warranted in holding that conception, and I have formed
no other distinet coneeption of God. T cannot say I
believe in God when the word conveys no distinet meaning
tome 3 I eumot say T do not believe i him when my
thoughts seem sometimes to requive the use of the name,
Perhaps that impression is due only to an old habit. We
hear it said that the existence of God is proved by the
manifest design of the universe.  But what sort of God ?
Surely one of finite, not of infintte, power, The world
is very wonderful ; but how can we call it a perfect work ?
There are some tervible things in it Perhaps it will be
perfect, but time cannot be  neeessary to infinite power. [
heard a preacher onee expatiate on God's power and love
as shown in the structure of an animal. He took the
mole as an example, and explainad how its cvery part was
pertectly adapted to the peeuliar manner of its life.  But
what it a ploughman kills the mole 7 Carefully provid-
ed as all its properties  were, they all Im.\'u fatled. '.l‘lnpn
the preacher spoke of the wonderful providence by which
some plants are made to purify pestilentinl air, - But we
in Indin know that other plants by their natural decay
poison instead of purifying the aiv.  So, what do such ex-
amples prove ?

“Tam not dismayed or distressed at such puzzles, or
because I eannot say whether or not I believe in Gad. The
world teaches we plainly that  there are countless things
which T ecannot know, i . . . . .

“ My attempt to answer the above question is sufticient
to show that [ do not believe in the divinity of Christ, or
of any other supposed inearnation of God. Tadd that it
is between twelve and  fifteen years sinee I had any such
belief.”

As to a future life, the author neither athirms belief nor
dishelicf.  He hopes we may live after death, but he per-
sonally feels wo conciction of it. * My veligion then,” he
goes on to say, it may perhaps be said by those devot-
el to any of the recognized religions of the day, leaves
me without any God, without prayer or worship of any
kind, leaves mie a weak mortal struggling alone with the
difticulties of this lite.  Well, if I hear such things said
of my religion, I shall bear it patiently. . . . While
T am writing this in the saloon of the * Venetin, this
23rd of November, I can hear the passengers at service
over head singing—

¢ Leave, ali leave me not alone,
Still support and streugthen me’ .
If some of them are less alone thau 1, it should not make
me discontented, for T know that | am better with wy re-
ligion than 1, the same person, was with theirs, Bug,
notwithstanding those objections which many persous will
make, I do deliberately put forward this religion of mine
as something better for humanity than any other. . .
I believe that most, or at least very many, men of busi-
ness, working men, are as Iam, If, as a fuct, men do not
already hold the creed that Tdo, I do not expect that by
anything I ean say they come to do so.  But thereare
two things which T can still hope, 1 hope that those of
my readers who really believe no more than I do, but who
in a half-hearted way cling to doginas, which indeed to
them are dead and inctteetive, will examine and see what
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they really do believe and what they do not, distinguish-
ng between those articles of belief which they give cffect
to in their lives and those they hold merely for want of
energy to throw away, And 1 hope that those who find their
actual belief to be less than or different from what their
neighbours have been led to suppose it to be, will ask
themselves the question whether they ought not in some
way or other to remove the misapprehension and make
their lives speak truly to all who behold them,

“ But there are two classes of persons to whom T ean
hardly hope to make intelligible the step I am taking in
publishing this statement. The first class is the clergy
and all persons engaged in teaching and propagating any
veligion ; the second, all idle persons. These two very
different classes seem to me to be less likely than other
persons to discover that the religions they observe arve
false if they are false. Rather are they likely, as T conceive
to find them, whatever they are, to be sufticient and satis-
factory. In the case of the first, becanse rveligion is the
business of their lives ; and in the ease of idle persons, be-
cause what they have of religion is better thaw the rest of
their lives, ... A man’s lite and his religion should be one
and the same thing.  That which is not part of what his
life ought to be, ought not to be a part of hus religion.  And
it seems to me quite intelligible that a man whose busi-
ness is religious teaching should make his life and religion
ome and the same, though much of the religion be false,
without ever finding the test of true and untrue. If a
man's duty is to explain or teach a certain doetrine, he may
find it very diftieult to make people believe or understand
it ; but he will not be in a position to say—well, this doc-
trine may be tine or false, but it has nothing to do with
my life. It has to do with his life,”

The author, explaining  how his erced is o better reli-
gion for the world at large, than any other, says :—

“ In the first place this religion scems to me to have the
property of being constantly present in & way which other
religions are usually not. I do not think 1t is sufficient
to devote an hour, or two howrs, or twelve hours a day to
religion. I think the whole day should be devoted. But,
in order for that to be, religion must consist of daily life, and
there must be no distinetion of spiritual and temporal, of
religions and seeular, of Sunday and week-day, or of priest
and people.  The fact that one day is to be kept holy,
means that others are distinetly recognized as being some-
thing less than holy ; and the fact that a holier and
purer manner of life and eomversation is expeeted in one
particular class of men, means that such high attainment,
though practicable, is not expected of the bulk of man-
kind, Of course all men require time, apart from their
proper business, for patient meditation and reflection on
the tendency of their lives ; all inen require the advice of
others of different experience to themselves; all men
should have time for the fun and the pleasure that life
affords,  But why should some of these things be called
religious, and others non-rcligions or sceular 2 Is the
thing good or bad? is the question that my religion
asks ; and it asks it equally whether the thing be an act
of charity or a gnme of tennis, 1t religion and daily life are
not onc and the same, it will happen that the first is some-
times made to give place to the sccond. Ifa church
catches fire at the time of public worship, the priest and
people must run out.  Their religious service is interrmpt-
«d, but they obey the dictate of a truer religion which
bids them save their lives. That which need never be
interrupted is the true religion—namely, always to do
what is best to be done,

“T next claim for my religion that as a fact it has created
in me a greater love of the human race than I had when
a Christinn. - When I thought there was virtue in prayer
and religious services, and that my first duty was to save
my own soul, my sense of the duty of rendering serviee to
men and my sense of pleasure at the thought of particular
services done to particular persons, whether friends or
strangers, were certainly less than they are now. If it be
said that the difference in me is due not to the change of
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religion, butonly to the improved perception and know-
ledge that years bring, T can only reply that the two caus
vs seein to me to be identical. My religion T have neither
invented nor selected @ it is what my life has taught
me,

“I'his religion has again this advantage that it allows
you no rest or permancnt happiness exeept with a sense
of duty done. It knows nothing of idle ¢ drawing nearer
to God.’ :

“You must not speak of <leaving with meekness your
sing to your Saviour”  Your sins are your own, and you
eannot leave them to any one.  The best you can do is to
outweigh them with good, but get rid of them you cannot
There is no absolution. Think of that when you are disposed
to do a bad deed again.  If you doit, it will remain for
ever.  The balance of good, if even you get a balance of
good, will be finally less by reason of that bad debt.”

We verily believe, that, thongh Mr. Whitworth gives
no name to his deity, and simplities his religion, so as to
make it appear to be handly a religion at all, yet he is a
truer religionist than any  Claygeh-going  dogmatist.  His
religion recognizes and worships but the latent divinity
indwelling in himself. Like Elijah, he songht for the
Lord in the strong wind—but the Lord was not in the
wimd : mor was he in the ewrthyuake, nor yet in the fire.
Buat he found Him in the “ still small voice”—the voice
of his own CoxscteNcs, the true tabernacle of man.
The anthor without belonging to our Society is yet
a true-born Theosophist—a God-secker.

And yet the Rev. T. J. Scott, assailing us in a long
letter to the Pioneer, says Christinnity never had such
swweelness, sympedhy, Life and power, as now |

THE FOOLISH EMBARCO LAID UPON SWAMIJT DAVANAND
Saraswati by Mr, Wall, the Benares Magistrate, has at last
been raised, and that learned and cloynent Pandit was to
have resumeld his lectures oun the evening of the 21st
March. Before granting the permission—which the Swami
ought never to have been obliged to ask—>Mr. Wall lad
a conversation of nearly an howr with him.  The excuse,
offered by the Lientenant Governor for the action in the
premises, was that it was not safe for the Swami to lecture
in the Mohuram holidays ! The subject of the opening
discourse was “ The Creation,”  In the same letter
which contained the above particulars, Swamiji. says,
“Phough T am very anxious that my autobiography
which you are publishing in your journal, should be com-
pleted, I have not yet been able to give the necessary time
to it. But as soon as possible I will seud the narrative
to you.”

A long-felt want has now been supplied by the publi-
cation by the Bombay Arya Samaj of a monthly journal
devoted to the news about the Samajes throughout India.
It will be a convenient medimn for the promotion of
friendly intercourse, and thus keep active the enthusiasm
of members for the cause of Vedic refom. It is edited by
My, Sevaklal Kursondass, Treasurer of the Bombay Arya
Samaj, at 61, Jugjivankika Street, and 1ssued at the no-
minal rate of annas 12 for City, and Re.1 for Mofussil
subseribers, in advance.

J

THE “ TRIESTE ON VEDANTIC RAJ YOGA,” BY THE MADRAS
Mahatma Giana Yogi, Sabhapaty Swami, a chapter of
whose life was given in our magnzine last month, has
appeared, and may be had at the Mitra Vilus Press, La-
hore, Panjab, at annas 8 per copy. It is one of the most
curious pamphlets ever printed, and will doubtless have a
very large sale. A review of it will appear next month.

————elp—

PaNpiT SURYA NARAYAN HAS BEEN DELEGATED BY
the Socicty of Benares Pandits to translate into English
the contributions to these eolumns of members of that
Sabha.  He is one of "its Secretaries. :
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COCK AND BULL

Some months ago, the THE0SOPHIST was taken to task
by certain Christian Roman Catholie friends, for crediting
“supernatural ” cock and bull “inventions” about spirits
and mediums, as told in spiritial organs,” while never
quoting one such fact ‘from the “far more trustworthy
Catholic organs.” Whereupon, as the policy of our paper is
one of strict impartiality, we yiclded to the demand of
one who was both an esteemed friend and a subseriber,
and promised to ransack the Roman Catholic papers sent us
for trustworthy, demoniacal or ghostly literature.  We did,
so, and fell upon Marshal Mac Mahon's strange adventure
with the devil in Algiers. (See THrosorHIsT for December,
1879.)  We were assured by the same friend that Marshal
Mac Mahou being alive, and, morcover, a very pions Catho-
lic, and the paper which printed the story being itself
a highly respected, trustworthy organ of the American
Roman Catholic bishops, it was fupossible to doubt its
veracity, It was © absurdly incongrnous” in us to think
for one moment, that side by side with the * best authen-
ticated wmivacles of our Lady of Lourdes,” and othier places
as noteworthy, the Catlolic Mirror (of Baltimore, U. S, AL)
would publish, at the risk of its literary and Christian
reputation, a Him-flam  fabrication, a canvrd. So we
copied the adventure, word for word as we found it
in the Mivror of Scpt. 13, 1879, prefacing it with
this remark of cquivocal confidence in its exactuess, as
every one can see. * We admit it the more willingly
since, had any such story originated with either the Theo-
sophists or the Spiritnalists, it would have been straight-
way ridiculed and set down as a cock-and-bull fable, But
circumstances alter the case with the Catholics; none,
however sceptieal at heart, will dare lTangh (above his
breath) at a story of supernatural “ miracles” worked by
the saiuts or by Satan and his jmps.  Only Spiritualists
and Theosophists...deserve to be called ¢ lunaties” for be-
Heving in phienomena produced by natural canses.”

~The Marshal’s alleged adventure was reprinted in the
London Spiritualist. Let the cditor of that paper now
speak : :

“We recently asked that the truth of soine alleged
supernatural experiences of Marshal Mac Mahon, which
had been quoted by The Theosoplist (Bombay) from a
Roman Catholic newspaper, should be inquired into by
some of owr readers. The following letter from Miss
Donglas is the result :—

““Dian Mr, HarrmisoN,—I sent to wy  sister, Mis.-

Douglas Bayley, now in Paris, the No. of Zhe Spirvituc-
list in which appeared the marvellous adventure of
Marshal Mac Mahon, said to have been related by himself,
begging her to inquire if there was any degree of truth
i it,

¢+ She writes that there is none.  Being well acquainted
with the Mashal's Aide-de-Camp, the Baron de Langs-
dorfl, she spoke to him on the subject; he said he could
not believe there was any truth in the story, or he would
have heard of it ; however, he took The Spiritealist con-
taining it to the Marshal, who declared there was not the
slightest foundation for it.  Very truly yours,

J. H. Doucras.””

We  thank  Miss Donglas and Mr. Harrison  for
the trouble they have taken, and hope the lesson which
the case teaches may not be lost upon those who stand
up so stoutly for the nfallibility of the Roman Catholic
Church. For, it would appear they indulge in “cock
and bull stories,” as much as other mortals do, while pre-
tending to a greater trustworthiness,

-

WE HAVE RECEIVED FROM THE UNIVERSALLY ADMIRED
Gujerati Poct, Narmaddshankar Lilshankar, his spirited
Ode on Theosophy whicl,, owing to a misnnderstanding
and no fault of his, had not reachaed us betore. Tt isin
the Gujerati language, with an English trauslation, and
will appear next month,
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A CGLARING PROOF OF THE AXIOM THAT RELIGIOUS Bl
gotry is always lined with hypocrisy and often with erime,
15 instanced 1 the recent case of a most revolting infan-
ticide in France.  The heroine of the deed appears in the
lngubrious and moustrous image of the widow of one
Francis Violo Versseron.  She is a woman aged 83, who
lived at St. Colombin, and who was senteneed to death,
but to our regret, the sentence has been commuted to
transportation for Iife.  Such fiends ought to be put out
of the way for ever. The following facts are foind in
the official report in the Republique Francalise.

The heartless mother, longing for remarriage and find-

“ing her only son, eight years old, in her way, poisoned

him with arsenic paste, known as  rat-poison,” under cir-
cmstances of the most revolting character.  The prose-
cution, while bringing out one by one the proots of her
guilt, showed her at the same time a most pions Roman
Catholic.  The day before the one she had deliberately
fixed for poisoning, she took lier little Frnest to confession,
“ to prepare him for deatl,” she said, “in the way it be-
Lhoved herlike a true Catholic”  On the morrow, when the
peison had been adiministered to hime with her own hands,
and the child was writhing in the convulsions of his death-
agony, she despatched oue of her neighbours for some
“holy water,” and busied liersclt hefore the eyes of the
dying boy and in the presence of acquaintances with pre-
parations for his = laying out” and funcral. Then, as the un-
fortunate victimm did not die tast cnough to suit her, she
put in his mouth one more dose of poison, and made him
swallow it by shoving it downhis throat with her finger.
Tlireughout the terrifie details of this tainily drama, the
murleress acted with perfeet composure and without the
least pang of regret. The neighbours say that she herselt
hadd gone to eonfession prior to the deed, and got absolu-
tion from her ewrd (panish priest) for her intended erime
by declaring it in some covert wonrds nisunderstood by
the priest. Such cases are known to have happened before,
and in more than one instance where the critne was of
the Dblackest character.  Indulgences and written plenary
remittances of sin in the shape of the Pope’s bullas have
been found suspended on the neck of nearly every decapi-
tated bandit, professional highwayman and mderer in
the Compugne of Rome,  1f, thenu, Popes will remit for
a cash considevation any murder, in advance of its com-
mission, are we not justified in thinking that the polsoner
Versserou Il also obtained what she acceepted as a valid
clerieal absolution  for her premeditated  infimticide 2
* Like master, like man.”

-————— -

AMONG THE MOST RECENT ACCESSIONS TO YHE FELLOW—
ship of the Theosophical Society is a well-known Magis—
trate and Colleetor of the Punjab,

—_—

AMONG THE ARTICLES HELD OVER FOR WANT OF ROOM
is one of interest to Arvya Saongjists entitled © A Desertes,”
from the pen of one of our Aryan brothers,

——*._.—__.
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