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T}ll'l OUTOBER AND NOVEMBER [NSU 1S OF CFHES JOURN AL
having  been reprinted, new  anbseribers who wish to
have their year hegin with the Octoher nimiber, will now
be charged amnas cight additional to cover the extra
cost ot the republication,  Phose who order Cheir sul-
scriptions to date from the December, or any later issue.

Py Rs, 6 only,

WITHOUT THE HELP OF SHORT-HAND WRITERS IT WILL
he impossible for cither the President or Correspon-
ding Seerctary, to nnswer the letters whicls, upon return-
ing from Ceylon, they find piled up on their desks,  And
short-hand writers e not to be hid at Bombay, It is
hoped, therefore, that those new and old friends who
may not receive  the acknowledgments always so consci-
cutiouzly made to correspondents by the officers of our
Socicty, wib Kindly regand the fact as uhavoidable and
benevolently excase it Those who have seen the work
that s done daily in the exeeative oftices at Bombuy, can
readize what must have contronted us on casting the first
glilll('c at our l'l.'.\l)('('(i\'t talhlvs, is \\L‘“ as tllc lwccssil)’
for the present apologetic paragrapl,

—————
OUR SECOND YEAR,

Like all other plensant things, owr fiest year's relations
with the Turosorinst’s subseribers are about to termi-
nate.  The present is the eleventh mnber, that hias been
issued wder the contract, and  the September one will
he the tweltth and Lst, Thos every ehgageinent assumed
by the proprictors of the magazine has been lmnuumb}y
and literally fultilled, Tt would scem as though they
were entitlad to the acknowledgment of this much even
frot those croankers whe prophesicd the total, probably
specdy, eollapse of the enterprise, both betore and  after
the fivst nmuniber appeared,

The case of the Turosoriist calls for i word or two
of particular connnent. Even in any large city of Enrope
o Awerica, 1t is aovery e thing for a periodical of
this stamp to swrvive the natural indifference or hostility
of the public for 0 whole year. Out of scores of attempts
made within: o own recollection, the stecesses are 50
few as to be scarcely worth mentioning,  As a rule their
ferm ol existence has heen in exact ratio with the lump
stum their projectors have heen ready to spend upon thew,
I Indiac the prospect was far worse s for the people are
poor, cnt up into innumerable castes, not acenstomed to
tuke in periodicals, and certainly wot to patronize thaosy put
torth by foreigners.  Besides, and especially, the custom
Lias always been to give two, three and even” more yeus'
credit to subseribers, and every Indian publication adyer-
tises its vespective cash and credit tevins of subser ition,
AL this we knew, aud both Anglo-Indian and IJuti\‘u
Journalists of the Targest experience warned us to antici-
pate failore 5 under no cirenmstanees, they thonght, would
1t he puossible for us to make sueceed anong S0 apathetic
i ln'oplv Soostiange a In.‘l;.;‘:l'/.ilw, eyven lllnllgll we should
give unltmited credit. But ay our objeet wis not profit,
and as the Socicty badly necded such an organ, we decided
to make the venture. A sum Lirge cnough to pay the
entire cost of the magazine for one year was set aside,
and the st nnmber appeared promuptly on the day annonn-
ced—0O0ctober ISt ISTY Believing that the eredit system
was absolutely pernicions, and having scen the wniversal
adoption in - Awerice of the plan of cash payment in
advance and its vnmixed advantages, we announced that
the latter would he the rule of this ofice. The results
are already Known o onr renders s in the fowth month
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the magazine reacbed, and before the half yosr was gone,
passed ghat ticklish point where income and expenses
bulance each «thor, and its success was an assured fact.
. Mauy subscribers have been so anxious to have us succeed
thgt th ey havo scnt us'their mouey to pay for tho magn-
zine two years in advance, and othors have told us we
. may oount upon their patronage as long us they may live.
It goes without saying that the projectors of the Turo-
‘soruisT liave boen inexpressibly delighted with the affec-
“tionate response to thoir appeal to the Asiatic people for
support in an attempt to snateh from the du<t of obli-
viou the treasures of Aryan wisdom. What heart that
was not made of stone could he untouched by so much
devotion ns hus boen shown ns and onrv sacred emso of
llumen brotherhood ¥ And it is our pride and joy to re-
alize thint all these frionds have clusterved avound us, even
when we wero undor the heavy burden of the suspicions
of the Indiau Goverminent, because they have believed us
to bo sincere and truo ; the friends und brothers of the
ardent sons of Asin. Lf our first year began in uncertain-
ty it closos all bright and full of promise. Where onr
magnzine had one well-wisher then, now it has twenty,
aud by the beginning of the third yenr will have fifty, 1t
has become a necessity to huundreds of young Aryan pa.
triots, who love to know what their ancestors weroe so
that they may at least dronin of emulating them. It has
won a place in the regard of even Anglo-Indians, of which
class many in influential positions take it. lis merits as
an orieutnl magazine have been acknowledged by a uum-
ber of the first Orientalists of Kurope, who have been by
itntroduced for tho first timo to some of tho most learned
of Asiutic priests, pandits und shastrees,  In another pluce,
m this number, will be found a fow of tho kind words that
have been suid to and about us, at this and the other
side of tho world. As to our present standing with the
Goveroment of India, the letter from tho ex-Viceroy,
Tiord Lytton, nnd theleading articleof the Uivneer, (print-
ed respoctively in the February and June numbers) as
well as the sppenl from the Dircctor of Agriculture,
N.-W. I, for help, which sppeared in June, make nll plain,
In short, the 'l‘hcosophicu{ Society, and its organ, the
Tnkosoriisy, nro now so fivmly ostablished that—cntirely
apart from tho splendild results of the mission to Céylon,
treated olsowhere ina soparate urticle—eyery lover of
truth may well rojoice.

Wore wo inclined to boasting wo might hold out very
atlractive inducements to subseribers for the second volumo.
We prefer to let our past porformance stand ns guaranteo
of what wo will do iu the future. We have engaged so
many valuable srticles by the best writers of Asia, Furope
and America that we have no hesitaucy in promising
that the Tirosoruist of 1880-81 will be stillmore interest-
ing and instructive thun it has been for 1879-80.  Natu-
rally, the Ceylon voyage, sud the taking into the 'I'heso-
sophical Society of every Buddhist priest in the Island
of sny reputation for ability or learning, will lead to
such a complete exposition of Buddhism in thesoe columns,
by tho men best qualifiod to speak, as must arrest nni-
verss] attention. No Oriental magozine in the world
could ever point to such an array of lenrned coutributors
as the Turosoruist may already pride itsclf upoun.

Thero will be no change in the ters of subscription,
a3 wo wish to wake it possible for oven the poorest clerk
to take the magazine. Our friends must not forget that the
American plan embraces two features, viz., the subserip-
Lion monoy must be inthe manager’s hands before any copy
is seub ; wnd the jowrnal &s disconbinned at the expiration
of the term subscribed for, 'I'heso tivo rules aro invariable,
and they hinve been nunounced on the first pugo in every
issue, a8 may be seon upon rveforving Lo the Publisher’s
notices. The Soptember number js, therefore, the lust
that will bo sent to our present subscribors, cxeept to such
as have paid fora further teem. Andus it 1akes Lime both
to remit money nnd Lo open n new set of books, we advise
all who wish to reccive the November number at the
usual time, to forward their.subscriptions at once. Wo
munstagain request that all cheques, hundis, money-orders,
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registered letters and other remittances oy account of thq;
maguzine may bo wade to the order of “ the Proprietors!
of tht Turosoruist,” und to no one else. =~ = °

———

- -
FRUITS OF 'HE CEYLON. MISSION.
From the narratives that have beon transferred to these
pages from the Pioncer and other sources, our public hag
already learnt what o splendid reception our Delegation
was given in Spicy Lanka,  'T'heso nurratives have includ-
ed some deseriptions of the pagenuts, processions, and
huspitalities given in their honour.  But nothing that has
been or can b written, will adequutely convey an im-
pression of the almost royal welcue we received from
our Buddhist bretheen.  Froin the moment of onr land-
ing to that of our depurture, overy duy was made by them
o jubilee of joy and fraternity.  Our ovory want was anti-
cipated nod provided for. llpuses, furiture, servants, food,
carringes—aull were placed pt our disposal. When we.
moved from villuge to village'it was in private carriages,
or in mail-conches spocinlly chartered for our use. We
wero entertained aud escorted by committees of the most
influentinl gentlemen ; and the most emioent priests in
all the Island invoked the blessed influence of Buddha
und the holy Rahats (Rishis) upon our heads ; some of the
most aged coming often a dozen or tweuty miles afoot to
pay us their respects.  In eight woeks we founded seven
Buddhistic Theosophical brauch Societies,and one—the
lLianka ‘I'heosophical Society, at Colowmbo—especially for
the study of the Occult Sciences.  In this short period of
time wo initiated more now members than in sll our
eighteen months in ludia.  The Theosophical Society is
now better situated than any other body in the whole
world to secure a thorough exposition of the resources of
Pali literature, nnd tho preliminary steps towards that
end have wlrendy been taken. At one stride our Society
has, through the alfectiounate zeal of tho Buddhist priests
and laymon, been pushed to the vory front of the move-
ment for Sinhalese regeneration and religious reform, We
have taken no sides in sectarian matters, arrogated no
authority, made no rash promises, asked no privileges
except that of assisting the Buddhists thewselves in the
grand work that is contemplated.  Without seeming in-
vidious we cunmot here singlo out individuals to thank for
kindnesses. 'I'o one and all, personally and on the spot,
wo did this, But there ave certain priests whose nawes
will aver be held in grateful recollection in this Society,
sinco to them is mainly due the magnificent fruits that
crown our wmission, 'I'hese are the Revs.,  Hikkadawe
Sumangala, Mohiottiwatte Gunanunde, Potuwila [ndrajotti,
Bulatguma D Sumanatisss, aud Piyaratana Tissa,  Others
were cquully willing to help but prevented by one cause
or another from doing u great desl.  Just before leaving
the lsland, Colonel Oleott called, at (ialle, a convention of
priests and submitted n plan for the organization of
permanent Feclesiusticul Council which was unanimously -
wdlopted, and thut body will soon couvene and distribute
the work of translating such of the most valuable portions
of Buddha’s own teachings as have not hitherto been
accessible to Kuropean scholars.  On the following day
there was o gevoral mceting of the Presidents of the
seven Buddhistic branch Societies to receive instructions

as to the work that will be expected of them.

With the fatuity that slwnys possesses them, the Chris-
tian missionaries and their party elected to attack our
Delegation with bitter and wnscrupulous hostility.  Not
content to “* lenvo well alone,”” and permit two millions of
loyal British Buddhist subjocts to enjoy without mnoles-
tation the religions privileges to which they are entitled
under the Counstitution, theso idiots rtshed at them and
theie friends, the Thoosophists, with mad fury,” Cslum-
nies and lios of all sorts wero circulated ; and cvery means,
excopbthat of manly public discussion, was adopted to ter-
rorizothemild Sinhaleso.  They friled, of course, for if the
Natives had been ever so ready to be cowed—which they
were not—thoDelegatesofourSociety weremade of different
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stuff and retmned b]ow for blmv At Pnnmlure (mcm-
rectly written Pantura) they plucked up courage enough
to clnllcngc Colonel Oleott to publicly debate the divine
origin of Christianity, but suffered such an ignominious
defent, as the best authorities say, they had never met with
before. Théir champion on that occasion was made so
ridiculous that he was followed to the railway station by a
hooting and jeering crowd, in which were many Christians,
it is emd Amonfr the stupid falsehoods set afloat by our
cnemies was one that the Rwht Honorable Lord Lindsay,
M.P, F.RS. oneof the Counciliors of the Theosoplncnl
Snmet) had lépudmted hig “connection with us ; the fact
being that that éminent 2avant and nobleman, ina lotter
of \[av 20, accepts the position i question with “cordial
thanks” for what he kinc dly designates as the honour done
him.  The Christian party were fmrly and rubhcly warn-
ed at Kandy to leave us alone and mind their own busi-
ness or they would rue the day. They would not listen
to reason, and consequently iwill lose more ground among
the Sinhalese within the next ‘two- years than they have
gained during the pusty two centuries, Truly they verify
the ancient proverb ‘ Whom the gods would destroy they
first make mad.’

The following is a list of the branches in Ceylon of the
Theosopliical Somety, with their respective officers :—

THE KANDY THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY.
[ Entablishied at Kandy onjtho 13th of June, 1880]
President : '
Mr. T B. Pannabokke.
“tce-President :
Mr. Don Abmhnm Wnna]nquryn Abaynrntnn \Iohundrum.
' Secretary :
\Tr John Henry Abe) esckere,
‘ Treasurer : ’
Mr. 'James Alexander Sriwardhana.
Councillors :
Mr. K. Solomon Perera.
. George Frederick Woernsekara,
» Arnold B. Silva.
»  Don Carolis de Silva Wlkmmatnlnkn Sriwardhana,
» Don Lawrence de Silva Sunderappoohami.

Tur CoLoMpo THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY.
[Fimblished at Colombo on the 8th of June, ISSO]
Presideit :
Mr. Andrew Perera.
Vice- Presidents : '
| Mr. Sena Dirage Tlpams Perera.
Secretary ;
Mr. John James Thiedeman.
Treasurer :
Mr. Simon Perera Dharmma Goonew nrdhana
Pandit :
Mr, Don Andris de Silva Batuwantudawe.
Councillors :
Mr. C. Mathew.
., John Robert de Silva.
» H. Amaris Fernando.
» Charles Stephen Pereira,
»  William de Abrow. - .

Mr. Simon Sitva.

" THE PANADURE THFosOPHICAL SoCIFTY.

[hm\bhshcd at Panadure on tho 20th of June, 1880]
President :
Mr. F. Chnrles Jayatilaka Karunaratne, Mudelmr.

Vice-Presidents :
Mr. Don Abraham Leonar- | Mr. Romanis Peiris, Mudeliar.
dus Abeyesekere.

Treasurer :
Mr. Theodore F ernando "Vannigasekere (.xoouewardhmm
Mudeliar,
Secretary :

Mr. Muttutantrige John Jacob Cooray.
‘ " AHssistant Sccrctarj
Mr, Solomon'de Fonsek&.

Councillons ¢
Mur, Nicolas Perera Abaya Karunnaratna Disf N
. Don Jaronis Goonetileke Réjakarunaratne,
Don Frederick Goonetileke Mahatmya.
. Simon Fernando.
. Mahamavakkalage Samuel Perera.
\, Cornclius Pelem Warna I\ula Jayasurya Karuna-
" ratne’ Appoohami,
»  Don Brampy Karunaratne.

Niyaka,

Tur BENTOTA THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY.
[Established at Bentota on tho 23rd of June, 1830.]
) Dresident ;
Mr. Don Andrew de Silva Tillekeratne.
Sceretary :
Mr. Thomas de Alwis Goonetileke,
Treasurer:

Mr. Don James Peter de Silva.

Tur, WELITERA THFOSOPHICAL SOCIETY.

Aatablished at Welitorn on tho 10th of July, 1880.]

President *
Mr, Baltasar Mendis Weerasinghe, Interpreter Mudeliar.
Vice-President :
Mr. Dow Ovinis Goonesekere,

Treasurer ; ‘

Mr, Kalumin Samuel de Silva,

Temporary Secretary :
Mr. Sadris de Silva Wijewardhana,

THE GALLE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY.
[Fatablished at Gallo on the 25th of AMay, 1880.]
President :
- Mr. G. C. A. Jayasekere.
Viee-Presidents :
Mr. Simon Perera Abey- Mr. Jacob Dias Abeygoone-
wardene, wardene.
- Pandit «
Mr, Frederick Dias,
Treasurer ¢
‘Mr. S. P. D. B. D'Silva,
Secretary :
Mr. P, C. Wijeratne,
Aassistant Sceretary:
Mr. Charles Garusinghe,
Councillors ;
‘Mz, Henry Perera Abeywardenc.
» Geo, B. D'Alwis,
» Don Dines Subesinghe.
» Paul Edward de Silva Ponnamperuma
‘ Appoohami.
»  Samuol Sudrickoo Jayawikrama,

" THE MATARA THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY.
[Established at Mdtara on the 25th of June, 1880
President :
Mr. David Andris Jayasurya,
Vice-Presidents ;
Mr. Don Andris de Silva | Mr. Carolis Ja)awere.
Gooneratne, Mahawidane,
Seeretary and Treasurer ;
Mr. Darley Gooneratne.
Councillors :
Mr. Don Louis Rammvxkr'\ma Jwywardhana, Widane
Ardchi,
» Don Bastian Jayasurya,
» Theodoris Wikramatunga, Ardchi.
» Ratnawere Pambondwe Don Christian,
. Don Bastian do Silva Samarasinghe.

THE LANKA TnEosor'}nu.L SoCIETY.

[Established at Colombo on the 17th of June, 1880, for the study of tho
- Oceult Sciencos.]

_ President :
Mr, Edward F. Perera,
" Vieé-President -
Mr. John Pereira.
Secretary and Treasurer »

" Mr. R. Hi Leembruggen,

-
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THE O0CCULT SCIENCES,
{A lecture delivered at Colomba, Coylon, on the 15th of June 1880.]

BY COLONEL HENRY S. OLCOTT,

Dresident of the Theosophical Socicty.

In the tenth chapter of his famous work, entitled Awn
Enguiry concerning  Human Understanding, David Hume
attempts to define the limits of philosophical enquiry.
So pleased was the anthor with his work that he has
placed it on record that with the “ wise and learned”—a
most nacessary separation, since a man may be wise with-
out being at all learned, while modern scicuee has intro-
duced to us many of her most famous men who, though
bursting like Jack Bunshy with learning, were far, rery
far from wise—hig (Hume's) postulate must he “an ever-
lasting check to all kinds of” superstitions delusions,”  For
many years this oracular ntteranee was unquestioned, and
Hume's apophthegm was laid like a chloroformed hand-
kerehief, over the mouth of every man who attempted to
disenss the phenomena of the invisible world. But a
brave Englishman and wman of science—whom we are
prond to say aceepted the diploma of our Theasophieal
Socicty—to-wit, Alfred Russell Wallnee, KRS, Tas of
late called Hume's infallibility in question, He finds two
grave defects in his proposition that “a miracle is a visita-
tion of the laws of Nature ;" since it assunes, firstly, that
we know all the laws of nature; and secondly, that an
unusual phenomenon ix a miracle.  Speaking  deferential-
ly, is it not after all a picee of preposterous cgotism for
any living man to say what is, or rather what is nof, a law
of Naturc 7 1 have enjoyed the acquaintance of scientists
who could actually repeat the naumes of the several parts
of a bed bug and even of a flea.  Upon this rare accom-
plishment they plumed themselves not a little, and took
on the airs of a man of science. I have talked with them
about the laws of Nature and found that they thonght they
knew enough of them to dogmatize to me about the
Knowable and the Unknowable. T know doctors of me-
dicine, even professors, who were read up in physiology
and able to dose their patients withont excceding
the conventional average of casualties  good-naturedly
allowed the profession.  They have dogmatized to me
about seience and the laws of Nature, although not one of
them could tell me anything positive about the life of
man, in either the states of omem, embryo, infant, adult or
corpse.  The most eandid medical authorities have always
frankly confessed that the human being is a puzzle as yet
unsolved and medicine “seientifie guess-work.,”  Has ever
yet a surgeon, as he stood heside a subjeet. on the disscet-
ing table of the amphitheatre, dared tell hisclass that he
knew what life is, or that his scalpel conld ent away any
integumental veil so as to lay bare the mystery 2 Did
any modern botanist cver venture to explain what. is that
tremendous seeret law which makes every sced produce
the plant or tree of its own kind 2 Mr. Huxley and
his fellow-biologists have shown us protoplasm—the gela-
tinous substance which forms the physical basis of life—
and told us that it is substantially identical in composition
in plant and animal.  But they can go no farther than the
microscopé and spectroscope will carry them. Do yon
doubt me ? Then hear the mortifying confession of Pro-
fessor Huxley himself. “In perfect strictness” he savs
“ it is true that we know nothing about the composition
of any body whatever, as it is I” And yct what scientist is
there who has dogmatized more about the limitations of
scientific enquiry ¢ Do you think that, because the che-
mists can dissolve for you the human body into its ele-
mentary gases and ashes until what was once a tall man
can be put into an empty cigar-box and a large bottle,
they can help you any better to understand what that
living man really was 2 Ask them ;—1 am willing to let
the case rest upon their own unchallenged evidence,

Science ?7 Pshaw ! What is there worthy to wear that
imperial name so long as its most noisy representatives
cannot tell us the least part of the mystery of man or of
the nature which environs him, Let science explain to
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us how the littlest blade of grass grows, or bridge over
the “abyss” which Father Felix, the great French Catho-
lic orator tanmtingly told the Academy, existed for it in a
grain of sand, and then dogmatize as much as it likes
about the laes of Neture ! In commmon with all hereties
1 hate this presumptuous pretence s and as one who,
having studied psychology for nearly thirty years, has
some right to be heard, 1 protest agamst, and ntterly re-
pdiate, the least elaim of onr modern seienee to know all
the laws of Nature, and to say what is or what is not
possible,  Ax for the opinions of non-scientific eritics, who
never informed themselves practically about even one law
of Nature, they are not worth even listening to. And yet
what a clamonr they make, to be sure; how the publie
ear has been assailed by the din of ignorant aud  conceit-
al eriticasters, Tt is like being among a crowd of stock-
brokers on the exchange,  Every one of the authorities is
dogmatizing in his most voeiferons and impressive man-
ner. One would think o rvead and hear what all these
priests, editors, authors, deacons, elders, eivil and military
servants, lawyers, merchants, vestrymen aud old  women,
and their followers, admirers and echoing toadies have to
say—that the lnws of Nature were as familiar to them as
their alphabets, and that every one carried in his pocket
the combination key to the Chubb lock of the Universe :
If these people only realized how foolish they really are
in rushing in

[
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where Angels fear to tread,”

—they might somewhat abate their pretences.  And if
common-sense were as plentiful as coneeit, a lecture upon
the Occult Seiences wonld be listenad to with a more
humble spivit. than, T am afraid, can be counted npon in
our days,

I have tried by simply ealling your attention to the
confessed ignoranee of our modern scientists of the na-
ture of Life, to show you that in fact all visible phenowe-
na are occult, or hidden from the average inquirer.  The
term oeendt hiag heen given to the sciences relating to the
mystical side of nature—the departient of Foree or
Spirit.  Open any book on science or listen to any leeture
or address by a mnadern authority, and you will see that
modern geienee limits its enquiry to the visible material
or physieal universe, The combinations and correlations of
matter under the impulse of hidden forees, are what it
studies,  To facilitate this line of enquiry mechanieal
ingenuity has lent the most marvellons assistance,  The
microscope has now been perfected so as to reveal the
tiniest. objects in the tiny world of & drop of dew; the
telescope brings into its ficld and focus glittering constel-
Iations that—as Tom Moore poetically says—

“.oow .o .. stand
Like winking sentinels upon the void
Beyond which Chaos dwells ;"

the chemist’s balances will weigh matter to the ten-
thousandth part of a grain ; by the speetioscope the com-
position of all things on earth and suns and stars is
claimed to be demonstrable in the lines they make across
the speetrnm ; substances hitherto supposed to be cle-
ments are now proved to be compounds and what we have
imagined componds, are found to be elements.  Inch by
inch, step by step, Physieal Science has marched from
its old prison in the dungeon of “the Church towards
its desived gonl—the verge of physical nature. It would
not. be too much to admit that the verge has been
almost reached, but that Edison's recent discoverics of
the telephone, the phonograph and the electric light,
and Crookes's of the cxistence and  properties of Ra-
diant. Matter, scem to have pushed farther away the
chasm that sepaates the confessedly Knowable from the
fancicd Unknowable,  The recent advances of physical
science tend to mitigate somewhat the pride of our scien-
tists. It is as though whole domains previously undreamt
of were suddenly exposed to view a8 each new eminence
of knowledge s gained ; just as the traveller sees long
reaches of country to be traversed upon climbing to the
crest of the mountain that had been shutting him in
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within a warrow horizon. The fact is that whether ve-
garded from her physieal or dywnical side, Natwre is a
boak with an endless variety of subjects to be studied
and mysteries to be wmavelled.  And as vegands Scicnce,
there is a thousand times more that s Oceult than fani-
Har and easy to understad,

Thoe rvealization of this thet, both as the vesult ot per-
sonal enquivy and of conversation with the lewmaed, was
one chiet canse of the orgnnization of the Theosophieal
Sucicty, ’

Now, it must be agred that whilo the fist nceessity
for the candid student is to discover the depth and -
mensity of his own ignorance, the next is to ad out where
and Low that ignorance may be dispelled. We must tinst
fit owselves to beeome pupils and then look abont for a
teacher.  Where, in what part of the world e there be
found wmen capable of teaching us a part of the mystery
that is hidden behind the mask of the world of anatter
Who holds the scevet of Lite ¢ Who knows what Foree
is, and what causes it to bring around its countless, eter-
nal corvelations with the molecules of natter 7 Whan
adept can wnriddle for us the problem how worlds are
built and why ¢ Can any one tell us whenee nane cane,
whither he goes, what he is 2 What is the sceret of
birth, of sleep, of thought, of memory, of death 2 What is
that Kternal, Sclt-lixistent Privciple, that by connon con-
sent is believed to be the sonree of everything visible and
invisible, sd with which man elaims kinship £ We, little
nurlern people, have been going about in search after this
tencher, with onr toy lanterns in ourhands as though it were
uight instead of Ivight day. The lighe of teath shines all the
while, but we, being blind, ciunot see i, Does o new
authority proclaim himself, we van from all sides, it only
see ncommon man with bindaged eyes, holding w pretty
banmer and blowing Lis own trompet, * Come,” he eries,
“eome, good people, and listen (o one who knows  ghe
laws of Nature.  Follow my lead, join my school, enter
my churel, buy my nostran and you will he wise in this
world, and happy hereafter 7 How many ot these pre-
tenders there have been ; how they have imposed for a
while upon the world ; what mennnesses and - ernelties
their devotees have done in their behalt; and how  their
shams aml hunbugs have ultimately heen exposed, the
pages of history show,  There is but one truth, and that
15 to be sought for in the mystical world ot man’s interior
nature ; tlu*usnp]lical“y, amd by the help of the * Ocenlt
S(fil‘ll('l'-‘.”

It history hias preserved for us the veeord of wnultituldi-
nous failures of materialists to raud the seeret laws of
Natwre, it has also kept for our instinetion the  stories
of many successes gained by Theosophists in this direc-
tion,  There is no impenctrable wmystery in Nature to the
stiwdent who kuows how to intervogate her. H physieal
facts cau be observed by the eye of the hody, so can spi-
ritual laws be discovered by that intevior pereeption of ours
which we eall the eye of the spirit. "This peveeptive power
mheres in the natwee of man; it is his godlike quali-
ty which miakes him superior to brutes, What we call
seers and prophets, the Buddhists know as mddats and the
Aryans as tme scungassie, are only men who Lave enan-
cipated  their interior selves from physical bondage by
meditation in seeluded spots wheve the fonluess of avernge
humanity could not-taint them, il where they were neavest
to the threshold of Naturd's temple ;s by the gradual and
persistent conquest of bratal desive after desive,  taste
atter taste, weakness after wenkness, sense atter sense,
they have moved forwand to the ultimate vietory of spirit.
Jesus i3 said to Jave gone thus apint to be tempted ;5 so
did Mahowet who spent one diy i every month aloue in
a mountuin eave ; so did Zorvoaster, who emerged trom the
seclusion of his mounutain retreat only at the age of 40 ; s0
did Buddha, whoze knowledge of the cause of pain and
discovery of the path to Nicvana, was obtained by soli-
tary self-struggles in desert places. Tarn over the leaves
of the book of records and you will find that every man
who really did penctrate the mysteries of lite and death,
got the truth in solitude and in w mighty travail of body
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ad spivit, These were all Theasoplists—that s, original
seavehers after spivitunl knowledge, What they did, what
they achieved, any other man of cogual qualities miay attain
to.  And this is the Tesson tanght by the Theosophical
Sucicty.  As they spurned chunches, revelations and lead-
ers, and wrested the seerets trome the bosony of Nature, so
do wee Buddha said that we shonld helicve nothing upon
anthority, not evon his own, but holieve hoennse owr vea-
son told us the assertion was trae, o bogan by striding
ovor even the saerod Vedas boesse thoy were used to
prevent oviginal theosophieal vesoarveh 3 enstes ho hrashed
aside oy seltish wonopolies,  Ths desire was to fling wido
openevery door to the sanetuary of Teatl, W organized
our Sut'iulu\'—;w the very thist scetion ol our arieinal l)yc-
laws expresses 1= for the diseovery of all the laws of
Nature, wd the disseniination of knowledge of the sane,”
The known bows of Nature why shonld we busy aurselves
with 2 The nukuown, or ocenlt ones were to be our spe-
cial provinee of rescarch, No one o Ameries, none in
Bnvape, now living, conld help us, except in special ran-
ches, sueh as Magnetisi, Crystal veading, Psychometry,
s these most striking phenomenn of so-cidled medinm-
ship, gronped together under the generie o of niodern
spivitwalist, Thongle the Vedas, the Purans, the Zewd
Avesta, the Ko, e the Biblo teamed with allusions
to the sayings and doings of  wonder-working — theoso-
phists, we were tod by every one that the power had long
sinee died out, wond the adopts vanished from the sight of
wen, Did wegention the name Occult Netenee, the ma-
dern biologist curled Dis Tip i fine seor, and the lay fool
vave way to senscless witticisins,

It was a0 discomraging prospect, no doulit s hut in this,
as i every other instinee, the dilliculties were more
inagimaey than vead. We hind a0 elue given us to the
vight rond by one who laud spent along hfetime in travel,
wha had Tound the science o b still extann, with its
proficients and nwsters still practising it as o aneient
days.  The tidings were most cneouraging, as are those
ot help and suceonr 1o a4 party of eastaways on an un-
triendly shore. We el to recounize the sapreme
vidlue o the discoverios of Paseelsus, of Mesier and
of Von Ht-i\tlmllluu'll, as the .\'lvp]biln;_' stones to thoe llig]lcl'
branches of Ocenltisin, We turned again to study them,
ad the more we studied the eleer usight did we gt
into the meaning of Asiatie myth and fable, and the
real object and methods of the aseetic theosophists off
all The words * bady,” *soul,” *spivit,” Wolshe awd
Nirvuna al('l|llil'cl| cacll o definite and 1'1nln]ll'(f]ll!llsn)ln
meaning. We conld understiond whint the Youi wished
to express by his uniting himsell withe Brealong, and - be-
coming Bralowa 1 why  the biographer of Jesus made
hine say = I and the Father are one’ 3 how Sinkaracha-
rayaind othevs could display sucle plicnmoenad learning
without having studied it in books ; whenee  Zartusht
acquired  his profound spivitual - ihamination 5 and - how
the Lord Sakya Muud, though but o s = bon in the
preple,” might nevertheless hecome Al-Wise and - All-
Powerful, - Would my heaver learn this seeret 2 Let him
study Mesmerisin and master its methals antil he ean
plunge lis subject into so deep ashoep that the bady s
mide to seem desd, and the froed soul enne e sent, where-
soever he wills, about the Faeth ov waong the stans, Then
he will see the separate veality of the body and its dweller,
O, let hime read Professor Denton’s ©Soul o Tlhings”
aund test the  boundless vesourees of Psychoetry 3 oa
strange  yet shuplo seicnee which enables ns to trace back
through the ages the history ot any substance held in
the sensitive psychometer’s hand, Thus a0 hagiment of
stome fron Cleera’s house, or the Egyptian pyramids
o bit of cloth from o mamy's shivowd 5 o a faded
pachinent ar letter or painting ; or soe gitnent or other
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article  worn by o historie personage ; or o bagment
of an arolite—give  to the  psycliometer inpressions,

sometimes nonnting to visions siepassingly vivid, of the
building, momnient, wnnay,  writer or - painter, or
the  long-dead  personage, o the mcteorie orbit - from
which the last-nmned objeet el This splendid seience,
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for whose dizeovery i the sem 18K the world s indebt-
ed o Professor Joseph 1L Buechanan, now a Fellow of
our Society, has Ind just begin to show its eapabilities,
But alveady it has shown us that in the Akasa, ov Ether
of seicnee, ave preserved the records of every human exs
perienee, dead and word,  No mabtor how long forgotten
and gone by, they are <tll o vecord, and aecording th
Bochanan’s estimate, ahout fonr out of every ten persons
have i greaier or Tess degree the psyehometrieal power
which can read those tmperishable pages of the Book of
Lite. "Taken by itself either Mesmerism, or - Psvehometey,
or Bavon: Reichenbach’s theiry of Odvle, or Odie Foree
is sufliciently wondertul.  In Mesmerisin o sensitive sube.
Jeetis put by magnetism into the magnetic sleep, during
which his or her hody is insensible to pain, noises or any
other disturbing inflnences, The Psychometer, on the
contravy, docs not - sleep, bt only sits or Hes passively,
Tiolds the letter, fragment. of stone or other object in the
hand or against the contee of the forchead, and withond
knowing ab all what it is or whenee it enme, deserthes
what, e o she feels or seeg. OF the two icethods of Took-
ing into the fuvisible world, Psyelometry is preferable,
for it is not ateended with the visks of the magnetie stan-
ber, arising from inexperience i the operator, ov low
physical vitadity i the somnmnbule, Baron Dupotet, M.
Cabagnel, Professor Willimn Gregory, and other authori-
ties tell us of instances of this latter sort in which the
sleeper was with ditfienlty bronght back to carthly con-
seionsness, xo transeendently bemditnl were the scenes
that hroke upon their spivitual vision,  Reichenbaely's
diseovery—theresult of several years experimental vesearch
with the st expensive apparntng and o great variely
of subjeets, by one of the most cinent chemists wond
physicists of nodern Hnes—was this, A hitherto une-
suspected foree exists in Nature, having, like cleetricity
and magnetismg, it positive and negntive poles, Tt per-
vades evervthing in the minerl, vegetable and animal
kingdoms,  Our Fartle is charged with it, it is in the
stars, and there s a close interehange of polar infuences
betwoen us and all the henvenly hodies, Here 1 hold
oy hand o specimen of gquartz erystal, sent e from
the Gastein Mountains in BEorope: by the Baroness Vo
Vay.  Betore Reiclienback’s discovery of the Odie Foree
—uas he ealls it—this would hiave had no speeial interest

to the geologist, beyvowd its heing n curious example of

mperfect erystallization.  But now it has . definite value
bevoud this. 1 pass the apex, or positive pole, over
the wrist and palme of o sensitive person—thns, he witl
feel o sensation of warmth, ov cold, or the blowing of «
thin, r#ery  thin peneil of air over the sking Some feel
one thing, some another, aceording to the die condition
of their own bodies. Speaking of this latier phenomenon,
viz., that the Odie polarity of onr hodies iz peculiar to
onrselves, different tron the bodies of ench other, different
in the right and left sides, and different at night and
morning i the sione bady, Tet me ask yon whether
phenomenon long noticed, supposed by the ignovant to he
miraculons, and yet constantly denied by those who never
saw i, may not e elwssed aa purely Odie one, T reefer
to the levitation of asceties and saints, or the rising into
the atr of their bodies ab moments when they were deeply
entranced,  Baron Reichenbach found that the Odie sen-
sibility of his hest patients greatly  changed in health
and digease. Professor Perty, of CGeneva, and Dr. Justinus
Kirmer tell us that the bodiesof certain hysterieal patients
rose into the air without visible eause, ;nd Hoated as light
as o feather, During the Salem Witeheratt horrors one
of the subjects, Margavet Rule, was similarly levitated,
Mr. William - Crookes recently published a list of no less
than forty Catholic cestatios whose levitation is regarded
as proof of their peenlie sanetity.  Now T myself, in
conmon with many other modern ohservers of psycholo-
gieal phenomena, have seen o person in the full enjoy-
ment of conseionsness, raised into the air by a wiere exer-
cise of the will. This person was an Asiatie by bivth ol
had studied the ocenlt seiences in Asia, and explains the
remarkable phenomena as a simple example of change

THEOSOPHIST,

[Angnst, 1880,

of ecorporeal polarity.  Yon all know the clectrieal law
that oppositely  cleetrified bodies attraet and  similarly
cleetrified ones repel each other,  We say that we stand
npon the earth because of the foree of gravitation, with-
out stopping 1o think how much of the explanation is a
mere patler of words eonveying no aceurate idea to the
mind.  Suppose we say that we eling to the earth’s sur-
face, heeanse the polarity of onr hody is opposed to the polar-
ity of the spot of earth wpon whiel we stand. That weuld
be seientifieally correet.  But how, if onr polavity is rever-
sedd, whether by disease, or the mesmerie passes of a power-
fnl magnetiser, or the constant effort of a trained self-will
To classify :—suppose  that we were cither a hysterie
patient, an eestatic, asomnambule, or an adept in- Asiatic
Oceult. Seienee, I either ease il the polarity of the body
should be ehanged to its opposite polarity, and so onr
clectvieal, magnetie or odie state he made ulentieal with
that of the ground heneath ns, the long-known cleetropo-
lavie Inw  would assert itself and our body would rise
into the air. It would float as long as these mutual
polaric diffirenees continned, and rise to a height exactly
proportionate to their intensity.  So mueh of light s
let into the old domain of Churel “ miraeles ™ by Mes-
merism and the Od diseovery.

Bat owr mountain erystal has another and far more
striking peenliarity than mere odie polarity. It is nothing
apparently but o poor linp of glass, and yet in its heart
can be seen strange mysteries.  There are doubtless a
seore of persons in this @eat, andience who, if they w«?ul(l
sit in an easy postwre and o gquiet place, and gaze nto
myervstal for a few minutes, would see and deseribe to
me pictures of people, seenes and places indifferent
conntiios as well as their own heautifid Cleplon, 1 gave
the erystal into the hand of a lady who is a natural
clairvovant, just after T had reecived it from Hungmry,
S see” she gaid)” alarae, hiandsome room in what appenis
to he a eastle,  Throngh an open window ean be seen
a park with smooth-broad walks, trimmed lawns, and
trees. A noble-looking lady stands at o marble-topped
table doing up something into a parcel. A servant man
in rvieh livery stands as thengh waiting for his mistress's
orders, 11 is this erystal that she is doing np, and she
pmits it into a brown box, something like a small musical
hox.”  The clairvoyant knew nothing about the erystal,
but. she had given an acewrate deseription of the sender,
of licr residence, and of the hox in which the erystal came
tome. How 2 Can any of the self-conecited little people
who say smart little” nothings about the absurdity  of
the Ocenlt Scienees, answer 7

eichenbaeh’s eaveful investigations prove that minerals
have ench their own peeuliar odie polavity, and this lets
us into an understanding of mneh that the Asiatic people
have said about the magical properties of gems. You
have all hened of the vegard in which the sapphire has
over been held for its supposed magieal property to assist
somnanmbulic vision. < The sapphire” aceording to a
Brddhist writer * will open bired  doors and dwellings
(for the spivit of man) 1 it produces a desive for prayer,
and brings with it more peace than any other gem; It
he who would wear it must lead a pure and holy life,”

Now a series of investigations by Amoretti into the
clectrieal polarity of precious stones (which we find report-
od in Kieser's L Leehic Vol IV, p. 62) resulted in proving
that the diamond, the garnet, the amethyst, are—E., while
the sapphire is 4+ E. Orphens tells how by means of
a lond-stone a whele awdience may he affected. Pytha-
goras, whose knowledge was derived from India, pays a
partientar attention to the colour and nature of preeions
stones s and - Apollonins of Tyana, one of the purest and
arandest men who ever lived, acemrately tanght his dis-
ciples the various aceult properties of gems,

Thus does scientific inguiry, agreeing with the research-
es of the greatest. philosuphers, the experiences of reli-
ginus cestaties, continually—though, as a rule, uninten-
tionally—give us a solid basis for studying Oceultisin, The
more of physieal phenomena we observe and classify, the
more helped is the student of oceult sciences and of
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the ancient Asintic sciences, philosophics and religions.
The fact is, we, modern Ewopeans, have heen so blind-
el by the fumes of our own conceit  that we have
not been able to look beyouwd our noses. We have
been boasting of onr glorious enlightenmment, our scicn-
titic discoveries, onr eivilization, and our superiority
to everybody  with a dark skin, aud to every nation, cast
of the Volgn and the Red Sca or south of the Mediter-
rancan, until we have come almost. to believe that the
world was built for the Anglo-Saxon race, and the stars
to make our bit of sky pretty.  We have even manmfac-
tured @ religion to suit ourselves out of  Asiatic materials,
and think it better than any veligion that was ever hearad
of before. It is time that this childish vanity were done
away with, Tt is time that we should try to discover the
sourees of mulern ideas ; and compare what, we think, we
know of the laws of Nature with what the Asiatic people
really did know, thousands of years hetore Europe was
inhabited by our barbavian  aneestors, or a Furopean: foot
was set upon the American continent,
seienee are heated red-hot and we aee melting in them
everything out of which we think we ean get o fuets Sup-
pose that for a change, we approuch the Fastern people in
a less preswmptuous spirit, and honestly  confussing thar
we know nothing at all of the beginning or end of Natur-
al Law, ask them to help us to tind  out what their fore-
fathers knew ¢ This Las been the policy of the Theosoplii-
cal Svcicty, and it has yielded valuable results alveady.
Depend upon i, ladies and gentlemen, there are still
“wise men in the East,” and the Oceult Scienees are better
worth studying than has hitherto been popularly supposed,
(The lecture was lowdly applanded and at the close, o
vote of thanks was, upon the motion oft Mr, Jutes, Scicenee
Master in the Colombo College, adopted.)

( Coutinued from the June nuniber.)

EAST INDIAN MATERIA MEDICL,

Group I General alteratives and insensible blood

depurants.
(FFAZIATTT)

Sanshed, Maratht, Loalin,
Varuna EIW'I';ﬁ, qizgul Crieteva Roxburghii.
Artagali A 4
Shigroo { QT‘Y;I;I-?:)( ¥ 9 } Movingie pterygosperni,
Tankaree EHIT Physalis Peruviana,

1 Asclcpius gcnlinutn ol

Meshashringee  Fi7a1 #idi 1 gymneni Sylyvestre

Puootika FCH Pongamia glabra,
Aguimantlia ] Premmi spinosa,

Saiveeyaka (2§ FU2 FET T | Barleria cernlia,
varictics) | A=l (- s,

Vimbi GIEE F3 “Momordica monodelpha,
Vasuka g1z Al (£) Calotropis procera.
Vashira s i Pothos ofticinalis,
Chitvaka IEECa Plnbago rosca,
Shataviiee ’{T(ﬂ?{fi, ANFAF Aspuragus racemosus,
Bilwa 318 h ;]‘:gll: marielos.

Dawbli Eff Succharun eylindricun,

1 i (g a5 1 Sl trilobatin,

Bribatee (2 <
m(il) f ¢, Jequint,

varicties) |

Plants classed in this group act thwough the blood,
remove viseeral congestions, relicve cerebrad liyperiemia
and also internal or visceral inflanmustions,  They therehby
tmprove the general nuteitive processes and prevent the
formation of fat,” .

Group 1V, Nervines or nervestouies and lithontriptics
(aiAze and AT

The erueibles of
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Merathe,

Senslardt, Latin,
Veeratari Gﬁfﬁ' "Rl  Pentapteres Avjuna.

Sahachara 1 WT%l 7 "R
(two varictics § FIcl=r ]
Darblia ?{“(l Sacclivum eylindrican.
q1gfz Lovanthins sp. ¢
EAIEUECIE LI
SHGREEIK]
KNoosha el
Kasha F137

- Barleria longifolia

Vretkshadanee

Gloondia Ve -
Pindcuim wliginosum,

o eyvnosuroides,

Saceharum spontancun.

Ashiabhedak gAY Cychamen hederastolium,
Agninemtha ~3‘_T("fl Prenma spinosa,

Movata HILT® Clematis tetloba,

Vasuka HiTIR, 4K &3 Cadotropis procera,
Vasheera UE LR EA Pothos oflicinale,
Sullooka 5@7% Tel Wiiehtia pubeseens,
Kooroontaka Py Barleria prionitis,

rdeeviar 1?;5 FHo

Nympliea sp.

Kapoti-vanka 21301 Hydrocatyle Asiadica.
Ashwadanshtea  Tfge Asteracmtha longifolia,

These are saild o intluenee the wervous system and
sonie of them relieve dysuria or difliculty in passing urine.
Fhey were believed to dissolve urinary” ealeuli also.

Giroup V. General alteratives like those contained in

Group 111,
F1 19915 9 F% (A5,

Scwnsh i, Marathi. Latin,

Sitlausira qrE wi Tectonn grandis,
A_iilk;ll'nu EEH ifd Shoren robusta ()

) . FE 32 ,

Khadecra &c \ Acawi catecla,
Kalaskinndha AHIZ Cinnaonma zeylaniea,
Kramooka KL Neacia betel,
Blhwoorjapatia “‘73(1 qF Betaka Bhojpatea,
;\[us]msl“-i“guu FITH[ (_:N\'Illllulll;l S)’I\USII'L‘.
Tinisha [GRLS Dadbergia: Oojeincnsis.
Chandania F (212) FT Sivinm myrtilolinm,
Shisuhisapa fraq Seshania Latiloli,
Shirisha imca Mimosa sirissi.
Asin EEEl Semeanpus anacidenn,
Dhava q178] Conseaepus Tatitohia,
Arjuna Gl?iv’[ Pentapleres Avjuna,
Tala darg Borassus labellilbpais,
Naktaumala F{a Pongamia glabra,
Agaru H1E Agallochicawnitaria,
Radeeyaka qI&EEET Berberis Iveian,

Vegetables of this wroup act as stinmilants of the
general civeulation wd thereby relieve congestions. They
remove the tendeney of the tissues to forn fat, and as
nmost of” thenm contain an astringent prineiple; they relieve
Huxes from mncous Gssies, especially those of the iutes-
tines.  They exert also the remote action of influencing
the cutancous civeulation,

Ciroup VI Trne or prinaey astvingents,  (BRgE 7 &),

Netusherd, Mueathi, dailion,
Tawodhna EAd| SymPotos raceniosa,
PPalasha 9zH Butea frondosa.
Tetu .‘fi ; ‘.'ull-]::::luilésll!ws (Bignouia,
Ashoca e Jonesin Asou,
Fanjee i Clevodendvoninlyrtunatn
Katphala :':;g::r‘ﬁ ; RIns suceedancion,

‘ A ral powder covering the
(4

Elvalooka U1 * seeds ol sue udeter-
l nitied pland,
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SEANIEE DTLE S :
97 (A3 '.(_'un:n'iuln strictun,
F1d1 1)

E1RaEd |

FEq, ¥747

Salat

Odina Wadier,
Nancleo kadanle,

Jinginee
Kadamba

Remedies, derived frons this gronp of vegetables, vepress
phlegm actively, acting as immediate astringens, They
also relieve congestions, and act as detergents of uleers
sl .<|||n|mr:|ting surfaces, They prove alse alexépharnne,
acting as antidotes (o morhidl poisens, counterncting the
debilitating  effeets of efitte uids and produets, They
were adso gupposed to povify and angment the seminal
seerction i the made, snd alter the uterine and  vaginal
seercetions,

Croup VL A further gronp of general alteratives
and blood depivants, Thevact like those of Gronp No, T
but ¢hiefly and notably as detergents, and skin alteratives,
relieving  comgestions, acting as antizoutics and relieving
skin discases ond eruptions,

NI T FLUNAT,

Sunskri, Meeradhy, Lotin,
Arka ;‘_; ( ':llutl'npi.\' gig;lllt(':l.
Alarka atzw procera

alabra,

y Pongania g

| .

Kivamja (bwo ) geq (. fa)
| X .
Celastms panicnlata,

varieties,) X sp, !
HizFlneg

RUIREIEC]|

Jotishmatee

Mavoorakas Celosia eristada,
’ . § Clerodderlran infortim-

]H”“'g'"‘ e | tom,
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&Z1A AT

Tudrapushpee Cloriosa snperha,

Kshudrasweta

Malusweta g, (Am)

Viisehikalee HER Tragia involnerata,
Alavina I !

Tapasa ignmax Badanites Jlavptinea
Rasna At Vanda Rosburehii.

Group VI Remedies whicl connteraet phlegnor ve-
lieve congestions, (’F'FQ’(, FHART A8 TG They are:—

Stenskrels Marvathy, Latin,
Snrasa F151 378 Ocvinn simetun,
Sweta surasn fv‘fﬁél Vitex Newnndo,
Fanijjaka AzAT Ocyimum grntissinnum,
Avjaka 3NIATZ Eabiatplant. ?
Jadatring ! ’
Sugandhaka KRN Pogostemon oevimoides,
Sumookha RiESAEiE B EA| ’
Nalamala iz Gyiandropsis pentapeya
Kasanuda Ak A astag xopliorn,
Katphala FITRS Murica sapida.
Surisee RIS Balsanodcw lrommyrrha,
Koolahal ’ ,
Oondoorknrnecka IFwFHH| Salvinia enenllaty,
F;lllgcc o Clerodendron inforamatum,
Prachechala RIG b el Ilacotrtin cataphracta,
Kakaneliee F18 Solutn nicim,
Vishamoushtee FA2U Strvelmos nux voniea,

Drungs of this gronp et as cordinls and appetisers, ad
have the vemate netion of relieving  congestions, conghs
und diffieulty of breathing,  They also net as detergents
and as vermifuges or inseeticides, preventing the formation
of helminthoids, or internal prnsites (Hhey may, theretore,
e termed antizooties ad antizvioties,) )

. p—
IT1CTHE MAN WHO DETERMINES THE DIUNTTY oF THE

beeupation, not the occupation which measures the dig-
uity of the man,

[ Angust, 1880,

THE ZOROASTRIAN RIELIGION AS REPRI-
SEXNTED BY MARTIN AU, PH, D,
BRIEFED BY A PARSU THEOSOPHIST,

The religious writings ol the Parsees e known by the
e of Zend Avesta, They should more properly be
desiguated Avesta-o-Zend.  Avesta means the text, awd
Zewl means the commentary, When in the conrse of
awes, the original text or Avesta beeame nnintelligible, ow-
ing to the hinguage in whicle it was written ceasing to e
the vernaenlar of the people, commentaies were  written
to exploin ite Aoy similarly, when the language ot the
conmmentavies also ceased to be the vernacular, further
Zend or the commentary of the first Zend was written,
And now the words Avesta and Zend which mcant the
text and  the commentary  are  appropriated as  the
names ol the Jepgnoges inowhieh the text and the first
commentary were written, The  hugunge of the later
commentary is known under the name of the Pehlvi
lguage,  Avesta-o-Zewd, theretore, means the writings
in the Avesta and Zend languages. The religious writings,
as they originally existed in the combined Avesta and
Zend languages, were very voluminous,

“ Pliny reports on the authority of Hermippos, the
Gireck philosopher. that Zoroaster composed two millions
of verses, md an Arabie historian, Abu Jaffor Attavai,
assures ns that Zoroaster’s  writings comprrised  twelve
thousand cow skins, L oe., parchments,”

These writings consisted of twenty-one parts o Nosks,
The names and the contents of these Nosks, as translated
by D Hang, woe given helowe-—

Nenpes coned contenis ',:/' the /Il'/'ll/!/-(ul(‘ Nowlx,

Lo Setudtar ov Setud - Yeashtse (Zewl ctuiti—praise, wor.
=hip) comprised thivty-three chapters, containing the praise
and worship ot Yazatas or angels,

2 Netudeprr, twenty-two chapters, containing prayers
and instenetions toomen about good aetions, chiefly those
ealled gadwngod, io e, to diee another to assist. o fellow-
man,

S0 Vedista Miinthea, twenty-two r']ul‘]»t(‘l's, Ll‘c:ltillg of
abstinenee, |»i|-l~\', religion, gualities of  Zoronster, &e,

Lo Bugda, twenty-one chapters,  containing an - ex-
planation of the religions duties, the ovders and commind-
ments of God, and obedienee of men, how to guard against
hell ol veach heaven, ' )

5. Shinehit, thivty-two chapters, containing the know-
[edze of thisad that world, the future life, qualities of their
inhabitants, the vevelations of Gl concerning heaven,
carth, water, trees, tire, men and beasts . the resnrreetion
of the dead and the passing of the chinvat (the way to
hieaven).

. Netdor, thinty-tive chapters, containing astronomy,
geography, astrology, translited into Arabie, under the
mame Voptal, and known to the Persinns by the nane
of Fawamaz jan,

7. Dajun, twenty-two chapters, treating of what food
is allowed or prohibited, of the reward to e obtained in
the othere world for keeping six (feihdmdetrs and the Fur-
vorduagan,

S. Datushied, ditty chapters, (at the time of Alexander
the Cireat, only thirteen were extant) treating of the ditfer-
ent rafes or heads ine the ereation, sueh as kings, high
pricsts, ministers, i giving statements as to what species
wre Ahwramazd’'s and what Ahviman’s; there was besides a
weogrnphieal seetion in it

9. Darish, sixty chaptevs, (thirteen of which  were
only extant at the time of Alexander the Great) containing
the code of laws for kings, sovernors, &e., workmanghip of
various kinds, the sin of lying.

10, Aushsror, sixty chapters, (at. Alexander’s  time
fifteen only were extant) treating of metaphysies, natural
philosophy, divinity, &e.

L1 Vistusp Nosk, sixty chaplers (at Alexander's time
only ten were extant) on the reign of Gustasp und his con-
version to the religionand its propagation by him through
the world,
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12, Khasht, twenty-two chapters, divided into
six parts; first, on the nature of the divine being, the
Zoroastrian faith, the duties enjoined by it ; secondly, on
obedience due to the king ; thirdly, on the reward for good
actions in the other world, and how to be saved frown hell ;
Jourthly, on the structure of the world, agriculture, botany,
&c. ; fifthly, on the four classes of which a nation consists,
viz., rulers, warriors, agriculturists, traders and workmen ;
(the contents of the sixth division are left out.)

13.  Sfend, sixty chapters, on the miracles of Zoroas-
ter and Gihdmbars, &e.

14. Jirasht, twenty-two chapters, on the human life,
from the birth and its end up to the day of resurrec-
tion, on the causes of man’s birth, why some are born in
wealth, others in poverty.

15. Bughan Yesht, seventeen chapters, containing the
praise of high angels like men,

16.  Naydarum, fifty-four chapters, code of law, stating
what is allowed and what prohibited.

17.  Aspurum, sixty-four chapters on medicine, astro-
nomy, midwifery, &c.

18, Draseujud, sixty-five chapters, on the marriages
between the nearvest relatives (called Lhvetudidal), zoolo-
gy, and treatment of animals.

19.  slskdrom, fifty-two chapters, treating of the civil
and criminal law ; of the boundarics of the country, of the
resurrection,

20. Vendidad, twenty-two chapters, on the removal of
uncleanliness of every description from which great defects
arise in the world.

21, Ilidalt, thivty chapters, on the creation, its won-
ders, structure, &c.

All the Nosks are not at present in the possession of
the Parsecs.  Most or rather the largest portion of these
writings has been destroyed, and it is the belief of the
Zoronstrians that they were destroyed by  Alexander
at the time of his invasion and conquest of  Persia,
This opinion is confirmed by the accounts given by
classical writers.  *“ We find,” says Dr. Haug, “from
Diodorus and Curtius that Alexander really did burn the
citadel at Perscpolis, in a drunken frolie, at the instiga-
tion of the Athemian courtesan Thais, and in revenge
for the destruction of Greck temples by Xerxes.”” With
the destruction of the palace must have been destroyed
the sucred books kept in the Royal archives. During
the 550 years of Macedonian and Parthian  supremacy
which followed Alexander’s conquest, it is said that Zo-
roastrianisin had  fallen into neglect, and as a natural
consequence much of the Zoroastrian literature was lost
during this period.  Whatever may have been the cause,
this is the fuct, that at the Sassanian period, when the
revival of the Zoroastrian religion took place, the largest
bulk of the sacred writings was gone and only a very
small portion and that teo, except the Vendidid, in a frag-
mentary state was left. These fragments, the learned
men of the Sassanian period put together according to
their understanding to make something like a consis-
tent whole, and to explain them, wrote commentaries in
Pelilvi, which  was the vernacular of the time.  The
portions thus preserved and brought together and now
extant with the Parsces, are Yasna (Izeshne), Visporatu
(Visparad), Vendiddd, Yashts, Hadokht, Vistasp Nosk,
Afringan, Niayish, Gah, some miscellancous fragments
and the Sirozah (thirty days) or calendar,

The common opinion of the Zoroastrians ascribed all
the above-nined portions as well as the twenty-one Nosks
in their entirety to the authorship of Zoroaster.  Modern
philology lhas, howcver, now established beyond doubt,
by means of the difference in language, and where the
language is the same, by the difference in style, that these
writings were the productions of different persons and
brought into existence at ditferent times,

Thus the langnage in which the writings exist has be-
cumne the indicator of the periods of their composition and
of their authorship, According to this test, the oldest of
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the writings now in existence ave the five Gathds,* which
were embodied n the “ Yasna,” and which with the
exception of some few passages are ascribed to Zarathu-
stra himself.

Some portion of the remaining “ Yasna” contains the
praycers very well-known to Zoroastrians, viz, * Yatha-
Ali-verio,” © Ashem-Vohu,” and “ Yangeh-Hitim.” These
small prayers are declared to have been cven older than
the Gathids themsclves,

After the Gitlis, the next in the ovder of antiquity are
the fullowing picees, viz, “ Vendidad,” « Yasna,” (exeepting
the Gdthds and three older prayers) more particularly
called “Izeshne,” “ Hadokht,” “ Visparad,” * Yashts,” “ Afrin-
gan ” ¢ Nyaish,” “ Galy,” “ Siroza ;" other fragments follow
which are collected together under the namne of “ Khor-
deh Avesta,” and are meant to be recited in daily prayer.
These are composed by selecting and  putting together as
seemed best to the Dastoors (or high priests) of the Sas-
sanjan period, passages from the writings preserved  to
them, Inall the writings, whether Avesta or Zend, the
religion taught by Zoroaster, is called at all the various
places, by the nwme ot the “ Mazdiasni” religion, and the
profussors of it, are called the * Mazdiasnians,” fromn © Maz-
da” the most wise, and = Yasna,” to worship,

Mr. K. R. Kama, who is the best authority on this
subjectinIndia,shows in his “Lifeof Zarathustra,”—a work
very valuable for its great learning, research and scope—
that scveral times  previous to the adveut of Zarathustra,
there was preached the religion of one true God, against
the prevalent irreligion and  polytheism ;and the move-
ment at each time is mentioned in the Avesta, under
the name of “ Mazdiasui religion.” Thus the Mazdiasni
religion, i ¢, the religion of the one true God—Mazda, the
most wise—was in existence among the Persians, even be-
forc Zavathustra ; and he appearcd in the character of a
reviver or reformer. His teachings, as distinguished from
those which preceded him and which he adopted, are
known by the name of Mazdiasni Zarathusti religion,  In
onc prayer where the true believer confesses his faith, he
says “Jasi mé avanghe Mazda, Mazdiasno ahime, Mazdiasno
Zarathustris,” meaning “ Help me, O Mazda, Fane o Maz-
diasnian, a Mazdiasnian through Zoroaster.”

Thus, the nune Mazdiasni borne by the religion taught
by Zarathustra, as well as by the movements which pre-
ceded him, indieates that all these teachings were mono-
theistic, or the religion thus preached at different thmes,
and consummated by Zarathustra, was monotheisin,

We thus arvive at the question whether as the name
implies the religion is really monotheism or dualism, or a
worship in which monotheism, dualism and the worship
of angcls, the sun, moon and stars, fire and water, &c., are
confusedly intermingled.

Dr. Haug says—* That Zarathustra’s theology was
mainly based on monotheism, onc may casily ascertain
from the -Githds, chiefly from the second.  Zarathustra
+Spitama’s conception of  Ahurmazd as Supreme Being is
perfectly identical with the notion of Elohim (God) or
Jehovah, whiclk we find in the Books of the Old Testa-
ment.  Ahurmazd is called by him, the creator of carthly
and spiritual life, the lord of the whole universe at whose
hands are all the creatures,  He is the light and the
source of light, he is the wisdom and intelleet, &c., &c¢.”

Let us sce what a direet examination of the Gathds
themselves tells us. Of all the sacred writings, the Githids
being the portions ascribed  to Zarathustra himself, infor-
mation as to the basis and essence of the Zoroastrian faith
ought to be songht in them.  The other portions of the
sacred writings cane into existence some ages afterwards,
and it there 1s any difference between then and what is

* Tho namex of these Githds are (1) Githat Ahunavati, (2) G5t Ustvatd,
(3) Giithd Spento-mainynsh, (D Giathd Vohu-Khshatbrew, (5) Gathil Vahish-
vistis.  Githi wmeans a song, a bymn.,

b Nptomss means the fumily of Spitima, 14 ix the spinion of some that
Zurathustea was the common name applivil to high priests, and that, theres
fore, Zavathustra who first tanght the veligion, which Lears his name is dise
tinguished in several places in the Avesta as Zargthustrn Spitawa, i.o., Zaras
thustra of the fanily of Spitama.
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tanght in the Géthds, the Iatter cortanly are more to .hc
relicd upon as revealing the real nature of the faith
which Zavathustra Splt.un.l taught.  The  language of
the Githds is most difficult to anderstand,  Unfortunate-
ly the great Eovopean scholars, notwithstanding all their
L\lmm\ have nol yet been able to give a tmn\l.ntmn
which ean be aceepted as final and .s.|t,|\t.lt,t(.11}' More or
less successtul efforts have been made to arvive at the
trne sense of the Gathas, and the translation of D, Hang,
reconmended by the high wuthority of his name, may be
aceepted as the best that is available at present, Every
verse of the Githds, as given in Dr. Hang's translation,
hears unmistakeable evidence as to the te l(hm_«_:s of Zara-
thust,m being pre-emivently monotheistic, A few of these
verses are given below,

1. 1T will now tell yon whoe are wssembled Jiere, the
WISC § d\lmr\ of the most, wise, l]u-]ulus(\ni the hving
God, and the songs of the tmml spirit, the sublime (lutln
which 1 sce wising out of thc.s-z sncred flames,

2. You shall, Hu-ltime, hearken to the soul of nature
contemplate the beams of fire with a most pions mind !
Bvery omne, both men aud women, ought to-day to
choose his careed, Ye, ()ﬁ\l)llll(' of 1vnownc(l ancestors,
awake to agree with us (i e, to approve of my lore tu
he delivered to you at this mnln('nl)

0, Thus let us be such as help the life of the future.
The wise living spirits are the greatest supporters of it
lhc prudent man wishes only to bc there where wisdom
is ab howe,

L1 Therefore perform ye the commandments, which
pronounced by the wise (Gml) himself, have been given to
mankind ; for’ they are a nuisance and perdition to liars,
but prosperity to the believer in the trath; they ave the
fountain of happiness.

8. When my eyes beheld Thee, the essence of the
truth, the Creator of hife, who manifests Tis Life in his
works, then 1 knew Thee to be the primeval spirit, Thou
Wise, so high in the mind as to create the world, and the
Father of lh(, Good Mind.

33. 2. Who are opposed in their thoughts, words
and actions to the wicked amd think of the welfare of the
creation, their efforts will he erowned with suceess hrough
the merey of Ahuva Mazuda.

34, 1 Immortality, truth, wealth, health, all these
gifts to be granted in consequence of (pious) actions,
words awd worshipping to those men (who pray here), we
plentiful in thy possession, Ahura Mazda !

Blessed is he, blessed ave all men; to whom the Living
Wise God of His Own Command should grant those {wo
everlasting powers (wholesomeness and nmnmt.nhtv) Ior
this very good, T bescech Thee, Ahura M.mla; mayest
thou t]llOll"ll thy angel of piety (Armaiti) give me happi-
ness, the m)m] true tlllll"\, and the possession of the good
mind,

2. 1 believe Thee to he the Best Being of all, the
Souree of Light tor the world.  Everybody shall choose
Thee, (believe in Thee) as the Source of Light, Thee, Thee,
Holiest Spirit, Mazda 2 Thou ereatest all mmd trne things
by means of the power of lllv Hood l\lnul at any tine, and
promisest us (who believe in Thee) a long lite,

15, Thus I believed in Thee, Thou Holy One, Thou
Living Wise. There he caume to me with  the good mind,
May the greatest happiness brightly blaze out of these
flames ; may the number of the worshippers of the liar
(bard spirit) diminish o may all those (that are present)
address themselves to the Shoshiants.®

8. Him whom I desive to worship and celebrate with
my hywms, [ beheld just now with my eyes, him who
knows the teuth, him, the living wise as the source of

= Shoshimds i< the name given to tlm\o wha advanced the Mazdiasni
religion before Zarathnstea, ‘\hn also is called one of the Shoshiants, D,
ll.m-r translatos thix worrd, as meaning ¢ fire |vncst from the root *“sueh”
to burn 3 aceovding Lo M KR, Kama ““such™ means “to wive Iiu‘hl,"
ot enlighten” and Shoshiants were these who enlightened the people in the
true religion. That the latter is the right meaning is countirmed by the
wordl ¢ Shoshians” which is the namwe given to Ui, whom accordiug to

Ctradition the Pavsees g\l.c(l m the future Lo revive the Mawliasui religion.

For pereons with that mission * Bhoshinns is an approgeiate nmme when it
means ‘¢ those who enlighten,” and ot when it wmeans fire-priests,
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the good mind, the good action and the good word, So
Jet us put down our mits of praise in the dwelling-place
of the heavenly singers

1. To what ('Olllltly shall T go ? Where shall T take
my vefuge ¢ What country is sheltering the master (Zara-
thustra) “and his companion 2 None of the scrvants pays
reverence to e, not the wicked rulers of the country.
How shall I worship Thee further, Ahura Mazda ?

2. 1 know that I am helpless, look at me, being
amongst few wmen, for | have few men (I have Tost my
followers or they Iave left me) 5 I implore Thee weeping,
Thou, Ahura \Lml.n, who grantest happiness as a friend
gives a present to his friend. The good of the mind is thy
possession, Thou True.

As regords the  so-called dualism of the Zoroastrian
c]()(?t»l’illl's, Dr. Haug writes as follows :—*The  opinion
so generadly entertained now, that Zivathusten was ]ncwh-
ing Dualism, that. is to sy, the supposition of two ovigi-
nal independent spirits, a good and a bad one, ntterly dis-
tinet from cacli other and one comnteracting the creation
of the other, is owing to a conlusion of his plnlosop]ny with
lis  theology., ”.l\’lll"’ arrived at the grand idea of the
nnity and the indivi Slb]llty of the Supreme Being, he”
undertook to solve the great problem which has cn(_:.wcd
the attention of so many wise men of antiquity and cven
of modern times, viz, how are the impertections discover-
able in the world, thc various kinds of evils, wickedness
aed baseness, compatible with the goodness, holiness and
justice of God.  This great thinker of so remote an anti-
quity  solved the difficult question, philosophically by
the supposition of two primeval causes which, though
difitrent, were nnited, and p]mlnu-(l the world of the
material things as well as that of the spirit ; which doc-
trine may best be learnt, from Yas, XXX.

“ The one who produced the veality (gayw) is called
l'u//u -mano “the good mind,” the other through whom
the “non-reality” (.l]y‘lltl) originated,  bears the name
Alo-mano, < the nanght mnd,” Al goad, true and per-
feet things which fall nnder the ¢ ategory of « reality” are
the plmluctluns of the “ good mind,” while all  that is bad
and delusive belonging to the sphere of “ non- lCllity" is
hn(‘(-(l to the ]ldll"]lt mind.” They are the two moving

SAUSeS 1 “10 Ulll\‘c)s(‘ united from beginming, and, there-
lmn called “ twins” (yema—Sans, Y*nnan) T llO) are
spread (‘\l‘l\\\ll(‘l(, m Ahura Mazda as well as in men,

“These two primeval prineiples, if suppnsul to he united
e Alura Mazda himscelf, are not ealled  Voli-maono and
Alo-meno, but Spento- u/ruur/u\/: that s, wlntg or holy
spivit and L lwgreo-maingush, i, e, dark spivit. That Angro-
mainyush is no separate heing oppow(l to Ahura M.ml.n 15
llllllll%t(l]\t‘l])]) to be g_;utlwnu(l from Yas, XI1X, where Ahu-
ra Mazda is mentioning his two spirits who are inherent in
his own nature, and ave in other passages (Yas, 57) dis-
tinetly called the “two crcators” and « the two masters”
(piyn). And, indeed, we never find ¢ Angro- mainyush”
mentioned as aconstant opponent to Ahurze Mazda in the
Gathds, as is the case in Iater writings,  The cvil against
which Alnra Mazda and all good men are fighting, is
alled. diwddesh.  destenction” or “ lie,” which is nutlmw
hut o pu\‘nnific ation of the Deras,  The same expression
for the © evil” spread in the world  we find in the Persian
cimeiforim inseriptions, where, morecover, no opponent of
Alnra Mazda, like  Angro-mainyush, s ever entioned.
God (Alhura Mazda) in t,lw rock records of King Darius, is
only one, as Jehovah, in the old 'lc.sl‘.uncnt, having no
adversury whomsoever,”

All these attempts at explanation show but more forei-
bly the difficulty of solving the question, what is Zoroas-
trinnism 2 Al the passages in which Ahura Mazda, and
the two spirits—“ Vohu-mano,” and Ako-mano,”  or
¢ Spento-mainyush™ and « Angro-mainyush,”—wre spoken
of, scem to be fraught with immense iystic meaning.
Great learning and Tabour have been expended in de-
ciphering these aneicnt writings, but the result of all
this hias been to show more and more clearly that there
is something within and something beyond which is not

ciaght hold of. Al that Las as )et been said or written
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on the subject, has not suceceded in nniting  the sepaate
parts into a consistent whole, and  what is the essence of
Zoroastrianism is yet an unsettled question. It s, indeed,
sad if the means of solving this difficulty are lost to the
world altogether, and equally sad it the solution is to be
deferred long beyond our time,

e e
“SPIRI'T” PRANKS INTRA CAUCASUS,

“Yerily . . . I'rath is often stronger than fiction !”

Some three months ago, the Yankee-lrish editor of
an unimportant, third-class Anglo-Indian paper, in a fit,
apparently of delivinin tremens, with abuse aud low slan-
der, ealled us o * Spiritualist.”  The epithet was thrown
into onr teeth under the evident impression that, in the
eyes of the seeptical publie, at least, it would overwheha us,
The mark was missed that time. 1f, to believe in the reality
of numberless phenomena, produced  for long years under
our own eyes, inahimost every country, and under the most
satisfactory test conditions, precluding all possibility of
trickery, constitutes one a  Spivitualist,” then in com-
pany with a host of the most eminent men of learning,
we plead guilty.  But if, on the other hand, we take Web-
ster's definition that a Spivitualist is * one who believes
in diveet intercourse with departed spivits, through the
ageney of persons called medivms” then it was a stupid
blunder that the editor committed,  Whether rvightly or
wrongly, we do not attribute the plienomena we believe
i to the agency of = spirits” that are tho souls of the de-
parted.  This is not the oceasion to expond our personal
theory.  For, to begin, there are hat foew Spivitualists
who are wnaequainted  with it wud our present object
being to diaw the attention of every scusible person to
just such phenomena as the orthodox Spivitnabists attri-
bute to spivits, it matters little 1o whatever cause we
personally may attribute then, Farnest. and indomitable
searchers after trnth, awd wanting only the "Twrri, none
of us, Theosophists, claim infallibility or set onrselves to
dogmatising.  We are no sectarians, and most ot us, if
not all, are honestly open to conviction,  Let any one
prove to us an alleged fact to be really one, and we are
willing to nceept it as a dogma any day. Having said so
much,” we may add, with the permission of the persou
vouchsating for the strange phenomenn hereinafter de-
seribed, that the writer is our own sister, Madane V. P,
de Jelihofsky, of Titlis (Russian Caueasus), one ot the
most trathful women we have ever known, sl a great.
seeptic upon such matters for long years.  But the weird
experience being her own, and all the facts but one hayv-
ing lappened under her very eyes, she did not hesi-
tate to state them,  She is a Spivitualist.  Hal they been
stated to us by any other person, we would, to say the
lenst, have accepted them with the greatest hesitancy, and
ten to one wonld have “ killed” the letter,  As it s, we
publish it in full—En, .

Anxious to fulfil my promise, I devote this letter cu-
tirely to Spivitualisne ad its manitestations in o old
city.  As to explaining these phenomena, 1 must decline
the task altogether,

Of facts there is such an abundanee, that T at a loss
with which to begin,  Hence, according to vur Russinn
impolite costom, 1T will begin by speaking of mysell,
Table-turning Hourishes among us, at present, in aonost
nuacecountable way.  Of Jate it has become more distin-
wuished for the munifestations  of its  physical, bratal
ather than intellectnal furee. The answers given by the
tables and their arguments are weak and often mendacious,
but fancy, they have now taken to flying about, the rooms !
Yes, to liternlly tlying.  Upsetting itselt’ npside down on
the floor, our table Lardly tonched beging to jranp of itself
un the sofn, Hlying on top of other tables, on the side-
board, bads and other furniture; and in its tlight back
turns sommersets in the aiv in returning to its original
position,  T'his scems so wildly fantastic, that were it not

THEOSOPHIST, 271

e moITI TILILTT I TRl - = = T Lt

for the absurdity of the notion, I might be half willing to
helieve that it is owrselves, who were cheating, and turned
aud threw them about the roomn! T'wo days ago, at the
livuse of MadinetBubaef, a very heavy tanily dining-table
at whicl we had just had our tea, began to dince and fly
about, jutaping on every bit of furnitire in the dining-
voorn, til, owing to the supplictions of Wiadimir,
Popot's youngest brother, who saw something temific in
these proceedings, we were foreed to desist,

P st tell you that this Popof family is a very extraor-
dinaey one; extenordivary, inasmnel as the most weind
and wonecountable plienomena, visions and manifestations
Lave for years taken place among its menmbers. They have
wnunele, alive to - this day, and who vesides at Odessa, a
marine officer, nnmed Tvorogof.  Many  vears ago, he fell
intoa lethargy and was pronounced by the doctors dead.
The priests had comne, and were already chanting the funeral
serviee over his dead bhody which lay in o coflin, and the
undertaker was ready to place it on the hewrse, The poor
nian who, though unable to wmanifest o sign of Life, Teard
md vealized everything that was taking place around
him, feeling that he was lost, then wade 0 supreme eflort
amd in o last desperate, though to others inawdible, ery
called to his God for liclp. At the saane instant his right.
handd wag litted up by some supernatural power and made
to strike a heavy blow against the cottin lid...T'he thianp
was heard by all, and the cottin immediately opencd, Bt
the man instde it seemed as dead as ever ;5 and, were it
not for the resolute protest of his old aunt wonld have
been buried nevertheless,  As it was he was left 1o stand
with the coffin opened for several days Tonger when, tinal-
Iy, at the end of ihe fitth day he revived,  He lived after
that for twenty-five yenrs more 8 Mo, Popof, the tather of
the tonily, who are o fricids, saw his dead father several
times, and deseribed hiv acenrately. His own sister lived
unto the last day of her lite in o world of wanders aml vi-
stons,  One nstanee :— At the death of Madione Nelidof,
lier lite-long fricnd, old Mrs. Popot used to visit the chapel
in the Nelidof paluce ot Kanesk (wheve they Tived) for
the sole purpose of haviug there nterviews with her de-
ceased friend ! More  than that 5 it s the  hrm belief of
the whole town, that even attwer her death, Mes. Nelidot,
\\'hu was renowned fnn‘ her holiness and ]»i(:l)’, llS(.-(l to
regularly aud daily appear in the old chapel, where she
had worshipped  durving her life, and  there, approaching
the image of the Saviour, pray as if she wore alive I The
old genticman, Mr. A, Popol, assured e most solemnly,
that many persons of his own family as well as the ehil-
dren of the decensed had seen her phantom in prayer
among others, Mrs, Nelidol’s danghter who was married
to the Count Kleinmichel®  Awd now, to my own ex-
perience with this strange tunily. _

Their son, Yoladya, o school-boy of fifteen, is just re-
covering from an illness of the most dangerons chavacter,
An abseess had formed in his hings which, when burst, dis-
charged an cnormons quantity of purnlent matter ; even
now—that is, after more than two manths,—the discharge
contimies night ad day into a vessel, through o tube set.
in the wound made by the operation. "T'his boy it was
who supplieated us 1o give up our connmiunieations throngh
the table, nssuring us most solemuly that the ngeney at work
was very, very bad ; that it was dangerous for all of ns, [
willingly believe what the boy says, and will tell yon why,
Tlie faet is that the poor lad had been during o whole fort-
night given up by the best doctors. T'here was no hope
tor him, especially after the criel operation.  1le was so
weak that he had to be gently turned from one sile to the
other on a pair of shects, and was unable even to raise a
hand.  Suddenly, attere a fortuight of agony, when his last
breath was expeeted every minate, he awoke quite bright.
and firmly declared to every one of the fionily that lie was
ame saved and that from that day he would be placed un-
der the care of waother doctor, who would treat him hy
aomethod of his own. At night, he ealled to his mother
to bring a saucer of olive oil, and a glass of red wine, awd

o

® ANl theso are historical and well-known names among the Russian
aristoeracy.
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bmlo lier place both on the stand near his bed, together
with a wax-light taper. He next implored Liis mother in the
most supplicating terms, in ease he should be asleep, to
awake him preeisely at 2 A0 w, and then go and leave the
room.  He assured her that his very life depended on the
stifet performance of this progrnmme, and hegued of lier,
moreover, not to question him at the time.  The hoy had
been on the very verge of death for over three weeks.
As a matter of conrse, the mother promised everything he
liked, but mistaking the whole thing for fever delivinm,
concluded to tell him it was two, at  whatever other honr

he might awake, and never for one moment lose sight of

him. The boy fell asleep carly in the evening, and slept
soundly and enlmly as he had never slept sinee his illness,
His mother sat neae him, watching him as usual 3 and
waiting for hier sister. who came nsually to relicve her at
3 o'clock,  Suddenly—it needed but one minute o two,
Volodya—benr in mind, that the boy was lytng then
motionless, and that. hie never could move a musele with-
ot a fearful pain in his operated side and suffoeation in
his diseased Jungs—Vaolodya awake, and sittivg up in bed
lowered hoth his legs to the floor and loudly ealled his
mother, who had  been halt dozing,  She started to her
foct, hardly believing her eyes ; ln-l Voladya was hurried-
]v \nnh-]nn" oft his nwht clotlu:.\ shirt and all....... Then
i a solemn whisper, he began supplicating her again to
away, to leave him alone for a few minutes,
repeating again that Lis life was involved in her obeving
liis prayer.  She pretended to leave the roon but hid her-
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gelf behind the sereens near the door, She told me that
she now distinetly heard her son conversing with some

invisible  Presence as if mnswering  questions——to her-
golf inaudible ; and that he ended by loudly repeating a
prayer, in which the words—*1 believe, O Mighty Lo,
I believe in Thy sole help, and that Thine hand alone will
enre me L. were ineessantly uttered,  And, then, again
this sentence : “ These ligntures will (all oft at Thy will..
Thou wilt help me, and they \nll fasten themselves again
on the wound by Thy order 1" Upon hearing this, the
mother felt mortally frightencd, lest hier son should snateh
nway the bandages and the siphon introduced into the
gaping wound, and was ready torush to him, when throngh
a erack in the sereen she happened to eateh sight of hor
son. She saw him sitting bent down and motionless upon
the side of his bed. in such a posture, as il” lie were allow-
ing gome one to he e ‘mmmmg his operated side, and mut-
tering prayers and making signs of the cross all the while,
In a few moments, the l)m \tlﬂl"llh‘lll'(l himself up, put
on hig shirt kimself, (he is unable to doas much even now,
after a lapse of six weeks Y) fixed his eyes upon the ceil-
ing, once more made the sign of the eross, and laid back on
hjs pillow....Then the mother cantiously appreached him
and, not daring to ofier him any question wpon the mys-
terions event, simply enquired whether he needed any-
thing more.

“What more ean T noeed, now,” answered  the hoy with
an ecstatic smile, “ now, when God Aimself anointed my
word and promised to cure me ¢’

From that night forward all idea of death—an idea
which had never abandoned him sinee his sickness, and to
which he had been fully resigned—Ieft him,

Twice more, in all three times, he had the mysterious
visit and now to the great disgust of the physicians, he is
beyond all immediate danger.

Yesterday I went to see himn and had a long talk with
the boy. He told me that in each instance, hie had been
forewarned in his dreans of the forthcoming visit and
vision of the Presence, that cured him ; after that, at the
appointed hour, the cciling seemed to upcn over his couch,
a divine luminous light radiated from it. and God Him-
self descended and anointed him witll ‘the holy oils—
(showing me how He did it). But that which God had
told him he imparted to no one but to his mother, assur-
ing me that sueh were “Ilis orders.” Nothing can shake the
boy's firn conviction that it was not the doctor but the
“ Lovd Sabbaoth,” himself, as he ealls the vision—who
cured him,  And I, without any hesitation whatever, firm-
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ly believe in the reality of the vision, and would wish
that the whole world  should learn and know  that among
many absurd and meaningless plu- iwomena there are snch
happy manifestations, wln(-h 11y opinion, contain a
world of snggestive meaning and o grand consolation for ug,
poor helpless sinners erushed nnder the burden of sins,
doubts and other woes and sorrows |

There is a vert.lin house here, at Tiflis, near the Moosh.
taid gavden, long sinee deserted on aceount of its repu-
tation of 1)(,Illﬂ Tannted.  This winter, a strong rumonr
was snddenly s[n'v:u] about the town that phenomena of the
wost infernal chavacter took place there nightly,  The
soldiers living opposite this house were mmt'mtlv “startled
in their baracks, by a fearful noise of tlmmlcnnu thurps
moit, as thmu-h many persons were engaged in pulling
down the roof and walls and m-u(t«-uug the fragments
all over. These rumonrs arew so wild that a munl)m
of edueated and det unmnod men begnn to form in ]mhcq
i visit it at nights with the mh‘nhon of investigating
them.  One company of such fearless visitors was com-
posed of several professors and students,—Messrs, Hadlin,
Professor of Languages, and Bokey, of Natural Sciences,
being among the nmber,  These were the most deter-
wined and zealous of all investigntors, and it is from -
these seeptical gentlemen that I have the details,  Daily
with the first 'lp])l‘().l(‘ll of twilight the whole bllll(llll"
hegan to tremble, asif it were going to fall to pieces,
A ost appalling din and wmearthly  ghostly noises shook
the house to its foundations.  Large pieces of plaster
and timber fell in a shower from the ceilings, and sand,
shingle and even vocks pelted the visitors upon their
!llll\’ll Some one of those who liad visited the haunted
place previously, had warned our friends not to take their
watches with them as they invariably got spoilt from
the first mement of their appearnnee,  Anxions to note
the time and having determined to pass there the whole
night, & Mr. Stadlin had ence taken with him an alarm
clock which npon entering he placed on the window sill,
Sefore the eves of the \\']mle party, the clock began imme-
diately to strike, whire and rumble, whirled rmnul aml
round on its place, and suddenly buwist into small frag-
ments, It was as if some one had made a mine in it,
londed it with powder and then touched it off.  Tn
answer to the sand and gravel showering on his head,
Professor Lulwv began to fire his revolver.  But the bul-
lets, after going to tlw distance of three or four yawds
lmnnlvqsly foll to the ground, suggesting the idea of
a hand catehing them in their flight ‘mﬁ then tlnowlnﬂthcm
down.  One of the party oﬂ‘cnul to examine the mvnsnl;lc
hiost ns to their erudition, and with this object in view,
drew on the wall some geometrical figures ; another one
wrote problems, and loudly asked “the powers that be”
to solve them, leaving iu the room for this purpose a few
peneils.  These, so long as the qucitioncns remained in the
room, lay quiet; but, upon their leaving the room to repair
to an adjpoining apartinent to try some other experi-
ment, and then returning they found the wall perfectly
clean, and every one of tllcu formulas and figures trous-
Then a varicty of expunmcnts
was begin.  Diverse objects being placed in a corner, the
party left the room shutting the door after them, and upon
their veturn found them in quite another place. Having
deiven a large nail into one of the walls it was found
without the least noise of a hammer being Lieard,—inmedi-
ately driven into the opposite wall : and no signs left of a
hole in the first one.  The most curious feature of the in-
vestigation is the one that forcibly brought it to an end.
Remarking the various detachments of inysterious-lovking
men st,c.llumm(rhtly into the haunted house, and, mlqtal\nnr
them for polltwul cumpnmt,om—Nllnhqtq—tllc poliee made
a raid one fine night, and catching all of them on the spot,
arrested every one of the umhtc investigators, and took
them to the police station ! Vain was it for our peda-
gogues to protest ; useless the explanations offered by them
to the severe guardians of public sceurity in favour of
the theory of the fourth dimension of space ! The police,.
sure that they had discovered a new infernal plot, would
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listen to no excuses. This event created a great sensa-
tion and laugh about the town.  Every door and window of
the haunted house was securely nailed and all entrance
into it made impossible.  Notwithstanding all these pre-
autions the noises and disturbances inside are still going
on inside as lively as ever......

A high-born lady of Russia, the Countess P * * lost
her husband lately at Berlin, and she and her family were
disconsolate. The widow passed her days and nights weep-
ing and lamenting over Ler fate.  One Fne day, the ser-
vaut announces to her the visit of an Ameriean gentleman.,
He had just arrived at Berlin and sought o personal n-
terview upon some business of the highest importance to
the lady. At first she refused to see him, as she had eon-
stantly done, even with her best friends. Then he sent
word that the business concerned her late husband, from
whom he had a message for her. Then he was admitted
into her room. She saw  a good-looking, gentlemanly
Saxon, who in order, he remarked, that she might not
suspect his good faith, showed her his passports.  He
then proceeded to tell her that he was a “ medium,”* who
had come to Enrope on business, concerning an inheritanee,
which business had led him to visit one of the Berlin
buvial-grounds. It is there that he had made her late
husband’s acquaintance.  He, the dead man, had asked
him to visit Lis widow, and beg her not to be so despondent
and miscrable, as her grief was the only impediment to
his bliss, ‘That he felt” far better and happier now, than
he had ever felt before, being now delivered of his frail
body which had caused him so much sutfering.  The
Countess stared at the medium, and felt finmly convinced
that she liad to deal with a lunatic.  But the American
determined to convinee her, set to deseribing the deceased
Count’s appearancetothe minutest details, even to the dress
he had been buried ins and then she believed.  Besides
that, he informed her that her husband wanted her to
kunow that certain documents which she would very soon
need ina fortheoming law-suit for his inheritance, had
been concenled by himin the house upon one of their
estates.  They were hidden ina certain desk in a certain
room and in a peculiar-looking note-book.  The informa-
tion proved perfectly correet, and became in time of the
greatest importance to the Countess, :1s.thc law-suit took
place as prophesied, and she easily won it. These are the
tacts,

—_— .
THE GESTURE-SPELCII OF MANKIND.

Tu the Turosoruist of March last, we noticed a paper
read betore the American Association for the advance-
ment of Science by Colonel Garrick Mallery of the United

States Army, and attached to the Bureau of Ethnology of

the Smithsonian Institution, upon the Sign Language of
the North Ameriecan Indians. We have now received a
more extensive work by the same author issued by the
Smithsonian Institution, entitled * Introduction to the
study of Sign Langnage among the North Awerican 1n-
dinns  as illustrating the Gesture-Specch of Mankind,”
in which the signs of the American aborigines are examin-
ed in suggested  comparison with those of other tribes of
men throughout the world and with the natural, as dis-
tinet from the conventional, gesturc-expressions of deat
wmutes.  The scope of the work is uscful in clucidating the
evolution of articulate speech, the radicals of languages,
the forms of alphabets and syllabaries and the pictographs
which preceded the latter.  The present production is not,
however, final, only professing to be an exposition of the
gesture-speech of man suflicient to excite interest and
luvite correspondence, to indicate desirnble points and
modes of observation, and to give notice of some facilities
provided for deseription and illusteation.  The final pub-
lication, to be issued by the Smithsonian Institution will
mainly consist of a collation, in the form of a vocubulary, of

* We would be happy to learn the uame of this American medium, - Can
any one tellt ko,
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all authentie signs, including signals made at a distance,
with their deseription, as also that of any spectally asso-
ciated facial expression, set forth in language intended to
be so clear, illustrations being added when uecessary, that
they can be reproduced by the reader. The deseriptions
contributed, as also’the explanation or conception occurring
to or ascertained by the contributors, will be given in
their own words, with their own illustrations when furnish-
ed or when they ean be designed from written deserip-
tions, and always with individual eredit as well as responsi-
bility.

To obtain the collaboration requested, a number of co-
pies of the © Tntroduction” with sepurate sheets of forms
to facilitate both verbal and figured deseription, have been
placed in the hands ot Colonel Oleott for distribution to
scholars and observers in the East who may be willing to
assist in a study hnportant for philology wnd anthropology
in general. The efforts at expression of all savage or
barbarian tribes, when bronght into contact with other
budies of men not speaking an oral language common to
both, should in theory rescrble the devices of  the Awmeri-
can Indians,  They are not, however, shown Ly any pub-
lished works to prevail among many of  the tribes of men
i Asia, Afrien, and Oceanten in the sume manner as
known among those of North and also of South  Ameriea,
but logically should be found in all distriets: where uncivi-
lized inhabitants of the sane territory me sepurated by
many linguistic divisions.  Such signs may be, first, un-
connected with existing oral langunge, aud used between
people of different distriets whose diversities of dialect
prevent oral communication, or may consist of gestures,
cmotional or not, which are only noticed in oratory or im-
passioned  conversation, and possibly are survivals ut"n.
former gesture-language ; secondly, may he used to explain
or aceentuate the words of ordinary speech 5 and, thirdly,
both these classes of gestures may be examined philologically
to trace their possible connection with the radicals of
speceh, syllabaries and ideographic charaeters in genceral,
Different clusses of collaborators are necessary for these
divisions of the subject,

While the author in modest terms proposes  to do no
more than put forth inquiries and suggestions, he sn'c.s'cuts
much that is both vew aud highly interesting, an makes
a valuable contribution to science.  He dwells first upon
the practical value of the sign Linguage both in com-
munication with living tribes and tor the interpretation of
native picture writing, * the sole form of aboriginal re-
cords, the impress upon bark, skins, or rocks of the evanes-
cent air pictures which in pigment. o1 auwving preserve
their skeleton outline”  The next chapter treats of the
origin and extent of the gesturce-speech, holding that the
latter preecded articulate language in importance, which
remained rudimentary long after gesture had become an
art.  The preponderance of authority is to the ctieet that
man, when in possession of all his facaltics, did not make
a deliberate choiee between voice md gesture, both being
originally instinctive, as both are now ; and there never
was @ time when one was used to the exclusion of the
other.  With the voiee he at first haitated the few sounds
of nature, while with gesture he exhibited actions, motions,
positions, forms, dimensions, directions,  distances, and
their devivatives, Tt is enough to admit that the connee-
tion between  then was so cavly and intimate that the
gestures, in the wide sense of presenting ideas under phy-
sical forms, had a formative efivet upon many words ; that
they exhibit the earliest condition of the human mind
are traced from the remotest antiquity amonyg all peoples
possessing records, and arc universally prevalent in the
savage stage of social evolution.  Colonel Mallery next
proceeds to demolish the oft-repeated story that there are
tribes that cannot converse in the dark, alleging in res-
pouse that individnals of those American tribes especially
mstanced, often in thetr domestic ebandon, wrap them-
selves in robes or blankets with ouly breathing holes before
the nose, and chatter away for hours,  The common belief
in an universal sign language as a conventional code shares
the same fate at the hands of the author,  In numerous
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instanceg there is an entire (Immopmu v between the signs
made by different bodies of Indians to express the same
idea and a further diversity between many of their signs
and those vet noted - from the Kastern ||v1n|~phc10 all,
however, being intelligent and generally intelligible,

We are glud that so compie tent. a man as Colonel Mal-
lery is llm-n-\hmr himselt 1 this investication, What. is
now lacking is u-nu]'\tul intelligent  co-operation, and we

’ l)l-<pv|l\ im him tlw assistanee of all - persons who are in
]umhnn to .uqunv acenrate information on the snh]ut
So far as Inwln\hv results are concerned, we look for Tight
from these 1|n|nnu~\ at least in the analogy  hetween the
(]('\L‘]n])lll('llt.\ of siens and language, it not from any ma-
terial and substantive vl.lllnn to Dbe exhibited between
the two,  The processes of mind are the sae, or nearly
the sune, in both eases, and we shall be able to study the
psvehology of language in that of this other and lower
means of communication, as we study  the physical and
mental ovganization of man in that of e lower animals,
The .stml\ of lmhm\ writing and signs should throw
light upon the genesis of \\Ilt.l\ and lu-lp us to ascertain
tlu- origin of the sontenee, Religions, socialistic and
other et lnmlw'w considerations of <]w(|'1l interest are in-
cluded in the heredited and tl.lhslmtt(-(] vestures of the
world, and we have the present um]lm\ h.\w(l upon the
practices of the Western lvplos(-nt.itl\’n'\ of the Stone
Age as destined, with proper comparison, to shed a flood
of light upon those of the most aue ient peoples of the
Om-ut

THE STUDY OF THEOSOPITY,
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BY N, 1

“ We focl we are nothing.—for all is Thou auld in Thee ;

= We feel we are something— that also hax come from Thee ;7

“ We are nothing, O Thou-- but Theu wilt help us to he”
.”f]'t't/ 'I'/'H)I_l/.\‘/),‘)0

“There is no more fatal fallacy,” says Mr. Serjeant
Cox, “than that the truth will prevail by ils own foree,
that it has only to be seen to be embraced.  In faet, the
desive for the actaal trath exists o very few ninds, awd
the capacity to discern it in fewer still. Men's beliofs
are moulded to their wishes,  They see all and more
than all that scems to tell for what they desive ; they are
ind ag bats to awhatever tells ugainst them, The seien-
tiste are no more exempt from this failing than arve others.”
A Bombay weekly that professes to be the best inforn-
od, and most influential of Gujerdti papers, lately made
the Indicrous statement, that the Delegates of the Theo-
sophical Society had gone to Ceylon merely tu propagate
Buddhism.  This is how the public hnmmg its opinion
sceond-hand is entively misled as regards the aims and
objeets of the Society, the sincere and earnest exertions
of whose founders in behalt of Universal  Brotherhoml

cannot fail by degrees to dispel the haze trom the eyes of

the educated and thoughtful soug of Hind—or not to hurt
the feelings of some—we shall say, the sons of “Aryavart.”

Previous to the last quarter of a century, European
Materialistic ideas had made little progress iu this conn-
try, but now it has to a certain extent sueeceded in teach-
ing the young mind to deny every thing old and live
in an atnmkpllew of negation. As long as there was
blind, unquestioning i.uth, there was not mueh to disquict
the simple mind ; but onee the canker of doubt was raised
by the tmclmum of certain scientists, there scems to he
no resting ;:luulul clsewhere than in the “opprobrium-
covered matter” in which Mr. Tyndall sees the “ promise
and potency of all terrestrial life.”  Reviewing some time
back the life of Justus von Licbhig, a writer in one of the
English  periodicals,  says—*
Nature is the real eause of thiy destruetion of nations amd
of the revolutions of history.  Chemistry reconquers the
carth for mankind.  The trinmphs of seience are of last-
ing duration.  Their traces ave the waving cornfields and
the cattle on a thousand hills, and while leading to the
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ever enlarging growth of Tniman imlust,l‘_y, they form the
material basis for a perniment peace among the nations
of the Earth.,”  Are not, however, the everinereasing .uul
multifarions weapons of war also t-]lC trinmphs of science,”
ind as long as these exist and new ones continne to he
invented, how can it be suid that we have the “ basis of
a pe 11|t.uwnt,|wlul 2 Mankind owe o vast debt to seienee,
It scienee 1s powerless to afford a solution to various
problems of vital importanee for the well-being of man-
kind.  Matter in the present century has almost heen
deitied, and  the existenee in the universe of any other
power or foree outside, and independent of matter, is denied.
The eivilization of the present age of iuvention and com-
petition is heart and soul engrossed in the solution of
one great problem—how one nation is to ontstrip all
others in the mee for wealth,  Other considerntions are
to it qmlv secondary,  Tanoring the higher nature of man,
itis trying to trm men into machines, but defying the
lows of matter, that nature often asserts it right, and
upsets all calenlations.

Scienee hoasts that it has divoreed Spivit from terres-
trinl regions at least : but wmodern Spiritnalisin like a
goblin asstining protean shapes seems to stare cold materi-
alisty almost out of conntenance. More than twenty mil-
lions of persons of varions nationalities and countries of
the eirilized world believe in the reality of these phe-
nomena. This belief has grown up within the last thirty
years and ix s]nwuhn(r apace, Works have been written
]w men eminent in seience and other departments of
Knowledee, il reports lmhllthcd by the dialeetieal socie-
ties of severnl countries who, after studying the pheno-
mena for yenes ad - exanining them wnder tost eondi-
tions, have ot last ]nmmlnm-d tlwm to be genuine. None
are so zoalous as the spivitaalists themselves to expose
the areat ainonut of imposture that prevails ander their
name : but, leaving aside all such |nmrlm'v which ean never
stand any \\oll .\ppllcd test, there is found to be n resi-
dnum of truth which unet all the unfair eriticism and
in some eases the positive mendacity of a few nuserupu-
Jong seientists has heen able o falsifv. « The  fun-
damental doctrines of spivitualism”, says Professor Hux-
ley “lie outside the himits of ])Inlosuphlcal inguiry ;” and
when he was invited by the Dialectical Society of Lon-
don to examine the ’pll(llnlll(‘]l.l he exensed himself on
the ground that he had no limu that such things did
not interest hin, s ended by saying that  the on]y case
of Spivitualism that he had the opportunity to examine
into for himself was as gross an imposture as ever eame
under his notice”  Tn the same manner when the oppor-
tunity offered to Professor Tyndall to investigate the phe-
noemena, he avoided the snh](-(‘t and yet in his “ Frag-
ments of Scienee ™ he spenks u‘(ultmﬂly of a case in which
he “found ont ” a medinn by ;_:uttm«r under the table,
Professor Hare of Philadelphia, “the venerable chemist
universally rvespeeted for his life-long labours in science,
was bullied into silence ™ before the Ameriean Associa-
tion for the Promotion of Scienee, when he opened the
subject of Spiritualism, and yet at that very time, that
siune Association “held a very learned, studied, grave and
profound disenssion upon the canse why roosters (harn
cocks) erow between twelve and one at night "—a sub-
jeet which Professor Huxley would not have failed to
Class as within “the limits of philosophie: al inquiry.”
These are but a few out of the many instances in wlach
scientists not. only act unfuirly towards Spiritualism and
bhut without any foundation to base their
opinions upon, try at every opportunity to throw diseredit
upon the subject. No one who has taken pains to exa-
mine with eandour has been otherwise than convineed
of the reality of these ph(-nmn(-nn and henee it is that
in spite of such unmneaning hostility, we find Mr, Alfred
R. Wallace the naturalist, Ml' Crookes the chemist, Pro-
fossors Wauner and Butlerof of St. Petersbury, Lord Lind-
sy, Smjm:mt, Clox, Baron Du Patet, Flammarion the astio-
nomer, Professor Zollner, Judge Fdmonds, and nmumerous
other eminent men testifying to the truth of these pheno-
mena, If any faet is to be believed upen human testimony,
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those of Spiritualism, Mesmerism and Psychometry must be
taken to have bheen well established, 1t is not that these
phenomena occurred at somo thne in the distant past,
and eannot again be observed 5 they could even yet be
exained at any time and that under every sort of test
conditions.  Much of the hostile attitude s due to the
fact that scientists are unable to satisfactorily explain

the canse of these manifestations by the known laws of

matter, the applicability of which sceems to them to be
the crucial test by which to judge of the veality or other-
wise of a phenomenon, all testimony of @ most relinble
kind to the conteary, notwithstanding,

To the educated classes in Dudia who o this their age
of intellectual renaissanee are in the generality of cases
swayed hither and thither with the theories proponnded
by every scientific writer, these phenomena are of deep

hnport. - Mill, Speneer, Bain, Huxley, Tyndall, Darwin,
Biichuer and the like are the gods of most of our eldu-

cated youths. They are, so to say, the writers of the
Scientitic Bible, the perusal of which leaves on the mind
a vague idea of certain heterogencous opinions, inclining
one to deny the existence of God, and the inmortality
of the Soul, Al wrgments from analogy regarding the
possibility of o lifc beyond the grave fail to satisty the
sceptical mind, whicl then genernlly diifts towards Materi-
alism, hpmtu.tlmn Mesnmerism .uul Psychometry, on
the other hand, promise to offer us
Immortality,” and it seems as it the dark Unknowable
were unfolding its portals to allow us o glimpse of the
world beyond., 1f; then, we tried to examine the ere-
dentials of the Weird Stranger and attempted to bring
hine to light, with what justice could it he said that such
a proceeding s the revival of “mouldy superstition ” ?
It is often asserted that these things have Tong sinee
been exploded. But who did and how 2 Not Mr, o,
nor the scientists at all events,

Modern Spiritualism is yet too young to teacli a seienee
of its own. The theories of the Spivitualists regarding
the causes of these manifestations that have so profusely
and persistently come to light, are necesswily impertect,
l)‘l.su]] as they have bheen on (Ult.llll preconceived opinions,
and a comparatively short experience. I sucha dilemma
Theosophy, which is as old as the origin of man himself
and  which claims to "IVL “a tlu'm_)-—nt Guod and His
works—based upon individual inspiration,” has lad  to
step forward to cnable the bewildered lllll)ll( to estimate
these phenomenn at their true value, to dispel certain
apprehensions that prevail vegarding their causes, and to
show that they oceur under laws s natural as those which
regulate the ebh and How of tides, lllL‘Oanlll\' puiuts
out besides that there was a complete scienee of the oeenlt
aws of Nature known to the ancients, and  that this
science is yet inthe hands of certain adepts who, it approach-
ed inoall sineerity, would  not be unwilling to teach,
Theosophy does not try to force upon any one any - belicf
of amy kiwd, but, on the contrary, it encourages free
fearless inquiry,  The declaration of Horaee (nluvlv\—— I
neeept wnreservedly the views of nowan living or dead—"
is the motto of the Theosophist, who might he said to
be a liberal seavcher after trath in whatever place or shape
hie might find it. Our universities give their  alumni
w liberal edueation, which ought to cnnble then to appre-
ciate the liberal views of the Theosophical Society, but
sowe of then not enring to understand, often unconsciously
try to misrepresent.  As the Socicty has now and then
to speak of Spiritualisim, Mesmerism and the marevellous
powers of the Soul, these persons expect some of the
advinced Theosophists to entertain them with magieal
performances, and when they lenrn that such idle unnmt)
15 not to be gratificd, or when they come and nguire
regarding certain matters, and the answers do not coin-
vide with theiv way of thinking, they are at onee disposed
to look upon the Theosophists as meve dreuners, For
an inquirer, however, to disenss asubject new to him,
with profit, he must at least take the troible to inforn binm-
self beforehand to acertain extent reganding the subject,
by reading, when he can casily commund the means of so
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doing,  The demand of such persons is somewhat like
that of the Trishman desirous of lenrning musie, who, on
being told by the maestro that for o beginner his charges
were two gnineas for the fiest lesson, ulnluln' guinen for tlw
sceond .unl cach subsequent lesson, .mswuml that he did
not care to have the first lesson as it cost him double, but
would liave the sceond at onee. Before such inguirers lies
a book replete with facts and arguments and marvellous
knowledge depicted on every page of it But they heed
it not. While some of them breathing an atinosphere
bnpregnated with the intoxieating cioanations of theiv sclf-
conceit, atter readine half a dozen RS, awnd not taking
any trouble to unde lsmlnl the mcaning, think they know
mueh better, and shutting up the ‘llml\ conmmenee to ex-
patiate upon the views of the author,  Selt-conceit, how-
ever, Is one of the Hrst things that o student of Theoso-
phy unuht to divest himself of,  Every one who aspires to
be a Unwsuplnsl or desires to know what Theosophy is,
onght carcfully to read and study Fsis Uneeiled, \\]ndl
18 ruully a master-key to the mysteries of aucient and
madern Science and Theosophy. This i3 what the Most
Worshipful Jolim W, Simons,  thirty-thind Degree and
Past Grand Master of New York State, editoriadly said—
“To the scholar, masonic student particularly, and the
Spectalist, to the Philologist and the Avchicologist, this
work will be i most valuable acquisition, aiding them in
their Inbors and giving to them the oy clue to the laby-
rinth of confusion in which they e involved,” A the
New York Herald says :— With its striking peenlinrities,
its nudacity, its versatility, manl the I)lmll“lnll’s varicty of
subjects which it notices and handles, it is one of the most
retswckable productions of the nincteenth century.”  Most
Freenmasons and others commonly believe that no wonan
has been or could he admitted to the degrees of Masonry,
It will, therefore, he wsueprise to then that for * showing
i her ook the true sonrees of Speenlitive: Masonry, and
the esoteric knowledge sind powers possessed by the brothers
of the East”, the Sovercign Sanctiarvy of the Memphis Rite
i England and Wales, have sent to the athoress, Madane
Blavatsky, through Jolme Yarker Fsy, the Thrice Hlus-
trious Sovereign Grand  Master General,)” the diploma of
some of the highest honors of that Order. The original
diploma can be seen at the Library of the Theosophical
Sucict)'.

A book so traly valuable onght to be o the shelf of
every library worthy of the mune, ol yet a well-known
ad ol society of lmml).ny that professes to be o repository of
Asintic archaic l\lm\\'lmluv when moved by a learned
member to purchise the lmnk for its Libray, allowed itself
to be dissuaded by the pusilliimons advice of a0 few nar-
row-minded s bigoted members, the others not having
the moral courage to contradiet them, The native men-
bers, at least, ought to e ashamed of such a |nmutlinu’
For, what hook deseribes the true glory of ancient Tndia,
its l(||"lull and philosophy so Jearnedly and convineingly
us thmc adimirable pages ¢

Every veligion, be it Christion or heathen, rests on the two
primary and primitive Truths—the existence of God and
the immortality of the Soul, Al the various ceremonies,
forms aud obscrvances are so many after-creations of the
human mind and have naneht to do with these Etemal
Truths, a glimpse of which we wet through intuition, il
ill\liil.llinll helps us to realize, * Inspieation is the addi-
tion of a higher mentality to the subject’s own indiv nlu.ullty.
It is an c\tl.mnlnnn\ exaltation of the conscious selt”
When a religions revival s contemplated, the promoters
thercot mnust undergo w certain anonnt o self-sucritiee aud

their lives wust be such that the words they ntter might
be tlunull“lxl\ exe lnpllhml by their acts. The varions
Samdjes in India are asisnificant sign of the times, They

forme agreat movement in the right ulnu,tlnn, but for these
Sanijes to be o oreal suecess their members must show
much more self=ubnegation,  In their homes they must be
the siune liberal- munlul practical veformers that they wive
themselves out at their gatherings to e, At the smue time
their veligions ad phlluwplm.nl teachings must connand
the attention of the educated public whom they address,
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Whenee can they get this most important knowledge exeept
throngh the esoferie teachings of the sages of old—“the Wis-
dom Religion’—whiclt is Theosophy 7 How clse are the
doctrines of Brahminism, Zoroastrianism and Buddhism to
be understood so as to call for the veneration of the enlight-
ened and thonghtful 7 Philology has done a great deal to
interpret the meaning of old langnages, but has that literal
interpretation brought any satisfaction to onr mind 2 Must
not. these religious doctrines be interpreted according to the
spirit of the times wherein they were preached 3 and how
are we to have a knowledge of that spirit,—when the
ancients for various reasons shrouded their real meaning
under the veil of mystery—except by trying to lift up the
veil,

Oriental philosophy shows a strong faith in the prodi-
gious and ocenlt powers of man’s immortal self.  Why
should not the cdueated Indian, therefore, satisfy himself
whether this wondrous power is mere © unconscious cerebra-
tion,” or a reality ?

The practice of high morality for its own sake is uni-
versally desived, but how is it to be accomplished except
by showing, that it works not merely ideal but real good,
and that 1t is the only means by which the god-like
powers of the human sonlare to be developed 7 Preaching
aed sermons are well enougly for the hour or halt an hour
that they are listened to, but the universal and emphatic
teaching of the ancients that in the practice of pure morality
and the development of will-power lies the key to that
which we call the © Unknown,” ought to be to us a Reve-
lation in this materialistic age, )

Those who ave banded together for carnestly searching
after Truth must natually  feel real sympathy for man-
kind in general and be free from narrow, selfish desires,
It is in this sense, therefore, that the idea of forming “ a
nueleus of Universal Brotherhood,” by the Theosophieal
Socicty need not be taken to be a chimera, but a project
that hids fair to be realized to some extent slowly and by
degrees. The Society allows any well-conducted person
to be a member, but it will at once be seen from the rules
that the third section which every one joins at the eom-
mencement 15 one for Probationers, and the mere fact of
joining the Society means very little. For, unless the
Probationer make Inmself veally worthy by his own merit,
neither moncey, norslinners, nor social position, nor intel-
lectual aeqrivements, ean help him to get to the higher
sections @ and insineere members ave immediately shown
out.  Moral clevation is the principal thing insisted upen,
and side by side with it the probationer is supposed to
improve his knowleldge.  He, therefore, who would be a
true Theosophist, must hring his inner self to guide his
every thought, word and deed, every day of his life;
and, at the same time along with other studies try to ac-
quire a knowledge of Mesmerism, Psychology, Spititualisin
aud the real philosophy of the ancients,

To make its members learned in Avyan Wisdom is not,
however, the sole object of the Society.  Investigation of
truth in every branch of knowledge is most welcome to it
and those who have no taste for mystic lore may yet join
it with protit,  Where cvery trmne member is an earnest
and sincere worker, each one would be ready and willing to
help the other;and as the members of the Socicty are
spread over the four quarters of the globe and many of
them are eminent in seience and other departiments of
knowledge, the Tndian members cannot bhut derive great
benefits from their advice and en-operation in various mat-
ters with reference to the well-being of this country, It
has. liowever, been said by some—* Why need we join the
Society when these persons since they have sympathy for
their fellowmen wonld help us even if we remain out-
side 77 Such questioners forget that for men to eo-operate
with each other thoroughly, they must know each other
well, and when such persons are seattered in distant places
the best means of knowing cach other well isto form
themselves into a brotherhood,

Again, it must not be forgotten that the Society does not
wish its ordinary members to turn recluses and ascetics, hut,
.on the contrary, it is thought that there is greater merit
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in honestly doing your duty as w member of the stale,
the society the family, and at the same time remaining
an ascetic at heart, giving to earthly things the neces-
sary attention and keeping all thoughts, desives and pas-
sions under proper restraint, than in entirely forsaking
the world,

That there is a Power transcending matter which s
shaped and moved thereby s that there is in man some-
thing akin to that Power, which something could be deve-
loped to give us ultinmate knowledge by means of purity of
lite and conduct ; that there is a life beyond the grave,
the prepavadion for which is not through the obscervance
of forms and ceremonies which have usurped the place
of truc religion, but through unselfishness, self-denial,
self-control, in short, the practice of a high order of moral-
ity ; that sincerity in cverything we do and purity of
life has a sort of magoctic attraction to draw towards
ourselves all that is good ; that there has been from time
hmmemorial o world-religion based on Divine Wisdom
which the ancient sages of all nations have tanght under
the veil of myths, allegories and mysteries; that Magic
is nothing clse but that Wisdom whose two pillars arc
Mesmerism snd Psychology s that this religion, it pro-
perly understood, would tend to dispel seepticism from
our minds and point out the harmony that underlies the
principles of Vedism, Zoroastrianism and Buddhism 3 that
there wre other worlds and systems ; that no part of the
Tniverse is voul, but is full of beings and existences made
according to the elements in which they live; that man
can under certain conditions commune with and  even
control these beings ; that harmony pervades the Uni-
verse 5 that no branch of knowledge is to be slighted or
neglected through vaiu prejudices; that there isnothing like
a miracle in Nature, and that it is merely onr ignorance of
the hidden laws of Nature that makes us designate certain
marvellous phenomena as miraculous : all this and much
more Theosophy helps us propetly to understand,  The
Theosophical Society aims at disseminating a knowledge of
Theosophy and among several other objects it has through
its Eastern Branch shown a desire to promote the moral and
material well-being of Indin, as far as lies in its power,
What sincere well-wisher of onr country, therefore, could
fail to join its ranks or be behindhand in feeling sympathy
with its views 2 Tn connection with reform there has been
hitherto a great deal of cimpty talk but little of real action,
for there has not been an adequate amount of zeal and
sincerity,  Here Theosophy increasing in our would-be-re-
formers their self-respect, would make them liberal-minded,
humble and sincere workers, and canse them tolay aside
for ever, the uttering of empty platitudes or the pz'rform.
ance of idle ceremonies. At least, these are the views of
one Parsi—the writer.

— - — -

LIGHT FROM THE MISSIONARIES WANTED,
BY A TRUTH-REEKER,

The subjoined few questions are offered with o Lope
that some enterprising Christinn will answer them. [
send them to yow in preference to any Chiistian jour-
nal for two reasons: first, | can count upon their ﬁubli«
ation in the THEOsOrHIST, and secondly, The Thros0-
raist having a very wide cireulation, the answers would
be read by many who, like myself, are engaged in the
pursuit of truth. The answerer will please cite anthorities
where necessary.  The questions are :

1. Who wrote Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and
Deuteronomy ¢ They could not have been written by Moses
as alleged, because he has recorded his own death, and
no man ean record his own death.  (See Deuteronomy,
chapter 34, verses 5, 6.)  The tenth verse of the clmptér
cited reads thus:—And there arose not a prophet since
in Israel like unto Moses, whom the Tord knew face to
face”  Doces this not plainly show that the books were
written by somebody else and not by Moses ?

2. Who wrote the Book of Joshua ? It could not have
been written by Joshua for the reason given in qriegs
tion, (See Joshua, chapter 24, verses 29, 30.)
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3. God created Adam and Eve, To them were born
Cain and Abel. Cain slays his brother,  God curses him
and drives him out. Cain says “every one that findeth
me shall slay me.” (V. B—There was no Luman being
living except the family of Adwm, cven supposing that
he had other children.) God, instead of assuring Cain that
besides his fumily there was no living soul on the whole
carth, scts a mark upon Cain «Jest any tinding him should
slay hin” Does this not plainly show that there were other
people living besides Adam and his houschold ¢ Again,
* Cain went out from the presence of the Lord and dwelt
in the land of Nod...And Cain knew his wife” who was
Cain's wife ¢ Surcly he did not uarry his own sister ;
for independently of the incest it would involve, Adam
had no danghter at this time. Does this not prove beyoud
doubt that there were other people living and that the
assertion that the whole human race sprang trom Adam
is utterly false 7 Or is the whole story bosh ¢

4. “There were giants in the cath in these days;
and also after that when the soms of Gud cune in unto
the danghters of mew cte”  (Genesis, chapter G, verse 4.)
What is the meaning of the italicised expressions 2 Were
there other sons of God besides Jesus 7

5, Do the Christians observe the laws, vites and cerc-
monies wind mode of worship laid down by God in chapters
21—30 of Exodus ¢ If not, why not ¢ Do they not break
the commands of God in this respect ¢

G. Who wrote the Bouks of Samucl ¢ Not Samucl,
for reasons mentioned in Questions 1 wnd 2, (See 1
Samuel, chapter 25,)

7. The Book of the Acts of Solomon, the Book of
Jasher and possibly others existed before the Bible sinee it
quotes them,  The Bible is, therefore, not the oldest book,

8. How is it that no wention is nuade in the Old
Testament of the Trinity in the Godhead 7 117 Christians
believe that there are three persons in the Godhead and
yet God is one, what difficulty can they find in belicving
that there ave thirty-three crores of persons in the God-
head and yet God is one 2 When you have more than
one person in the Godhead, it is perfectly inmmaterial
whether you have three or thirty-three croves,

2. Why do the Christians make so much of faith in
Jesus, wherens they seldom urge the necessity of having
faith in God, the Father? The Holy Ghost s scareely
mentioned by them as a power in itself,

10. - When and by whom were the Gospels written
(Reasons required, not dogmatisin,)  How many  Gospels
were there ¢ Why were only four vecognised and the rest
rejected ¢ Lmcion on what grounds 2 What was the test
of spuriousness ¢ What assurance is there that the four
Gospels also are not forgeries 2 For the present these
questions will do.  When these are answered  satistac-
torily, I shall suggest others. [shall be obliged it these
could be sent to a missionary and it his answers could be
published along with these questions. 1 require no names
as [ don’t give mine. My object is only to learn the
truth, 1 must, however, at the swme time say that the
answers must be published in the Tnrosoenist; and it
any one were to ask me to see him personally 1 would
decline to do so,

—————

AT WYTHEVILLE, IN THE STATE OF VIRGINLY, US4,
there is great excitement over certain mivacilous cures
which are said to have been pecformed by a mechanic,
mamed Riclard Miller.  He is o deeply religions man and
aftirms that in Miwch st he dreant that @ with (God’s
help he could pertorm wonderful cures simply  through

faith.,”  The next day he healed asick man by touching
him,  Instances are given in the Ciueinnati Fugirer of

cures wronght by him in cases of paralysis, vhenmatism
wdd even caneer, He scornfully refuses all recompense
for his services, and altogether impresses one as o very
humble and sineere zealot endowed  with strong magnetic
power, which he mistakes for a special mivacle-working
mtluence from God,

[Concluded from the June number )
A LAND OF MYSTERY.
BY H, B,

To refer all these cyclopean constructions then to the
days of the Incus is, as we have shown hefore, niore incon-
sistent yet, and scenms even a greater fallacy than that too
common one of attributing every rock-temple of India to
Buddhist excavators. As many authorities show—Dr, Heath
wnong the rest—Ineal history only dates back to the
cleventh century, AD., and the period from that tine to
the Conquest, is utterly insutlictent to account for such
grandiose and innumerable works 5 nordo the Spanish
historians know much of them, Nor again, muast we
forget that the temples of heathendomn were odious to the
narrow bigotry of the Ronnn Catholic fanatics of those
daays 5 and that, whenever the chanee offered, they either
converted them into Christinn churches or razed them to
the ground.  Another strong objection to the idea lies in
the fact that the Ineas were destitute of a written lan-
guage, and that these antique rvelics of hygone ages are
coverad with hicroglyphies, ¢ 1t is sranted that the Tem-
ple of the Sun, at Cuzeo, was of Incal make, but that is
the latest of the five styles of architecture visible in the
Andes, cach probubly representing an age of  hunan pro-
gross.”

The hicroglyphics of Pern amd Central Amneriea have
been, are, and will most probably remain for cver as
dead aletter to one eryptographers as they  were to the
Ineas, The latter like the burbarons ancient Chinese and
Mexicans kept their vecords by wneins of aguipns (or deot
in Peruvian)—a cord several feet long composed of differ-
et coloved  threads, from which a0 nialtieolonred fringe
was 5ll.~;|n:l|1|c(| N cach color (l(}llul‘ing‘ v sensible nhju(:t‘, and
knots serving as ciphers. © The inysterions science of the
guipns,” says Prescott, © supplicl the Peruvians with the
means of communiciating  ther ideas to one another, and
of transmitting than to future wenerations. ..., ” Tach lo-
cality, however, had its own method - of interpreting these
claborate records, henee aquipus was only intelligible in
the place where it was kept, * Mamy quipus have been
taken from the graves, nexcellent state of  preservation
incolour and texture,” writes Do Heath 5 < but the lips
that alone could  pronounce the verbal key, have for ever
ceised their function, and the relic-secker hias failed to
note the exact spot where cach was found, so that the
records which  could tell so mmch we want Lo know will
remain sealed Gl all is revealed at the Tast day.”. it any-
thing at all is revealed then,  But what is certainly as
ool as arevelation see, while our brains are in function,
and our mind is acutely alive to some pre-eminently sug-
gestive facts, is the incessant discoveries of archacology,
geology, cthnology and other sciences, It is the almost
wrepressible conviction that man having  existed upon
carth millions of  yeurs—for all we kuow,—the theory of
cycles is the only plausible themy o solve the great pro-
blems of hunnity, the rise and fall of mumberless nations
and races, and the ethnological differences among  the
latter,  This difterence—which, thouglh as mawked as the
one between a handsome wnd intellectual Kueopean ad a
diceger Tndinn of Australia, yet inakes the ignorant shud-
der aoud raise oo great outery  at the thought of dc-
stroying the fmaginary < great gt between man ad
brute creation”—might thus be well accounted tor. The
digger hudian, then i company with nany  other savage,
though to him superior, nations, wlich cvidently wre
dying out to alford room to men and races of @ superior
kind, would have to be regarded in the same light
as su nany dying-out specimens of antals—and 1o
more.  Who ean tedl but that the foretathers of this flat-
headed savage—toretuthers who jnay have lived and pro-
spered aidst the highest cvilization before  the glacial
period—were in the avts and sciences far beyod those of
the present civilization—though i may e i quite ano-
ther divection 7 That man has lived in Anierica, at least,
50,000 years aga is now praved scientifically and remaing



a fact beyond doubt or cavil.  In a lecture delivered at
Manchester in June last, by Mr. H. Ao Allbutt, Honorary
Fellow of the Royal Anthropological Society, the lecturer
stated the followmg :—* Near New Orleans, in one part of
the modern delta, 1 exeavating for gas works, aseries of
berds, ahnost. wholly wade up of vegetable matter were
dug through,  In the exceavation, at o depth of 16 feel
from the upper surface, and heneath four buried forests,
one on the top of the other, the labourers discovered some
charcoal and the skeleton of aan, the eraninn of which
wag reported to be that of the type of the aboriginal Red
Indizan race. To this skeleton Dr. Dowler aseribed an
antiquity of sonme 50,000 years,”  The irrepressible eyele
in the course of time brought down the descendants of the
contemporaries of the late inhabitant of this skeleton,
and intellectually as well as physieally they  have de-
generated, as the  present (:k-pl)umt hias degenerated
from his prond and monstrous forefuther, the antediln-
vian Seeatheriion, whose fosstl remains are still found in
the Himalayns ; or, as the lizard has from the plesiosauris,
Why should man be the only specimen upon earth which
has never changed in fornge sinee the fivst day of Tis ap-
pearance upon  this planct £ The fancied superiority  of
every generation of mankind over the preceding one is not
yet so well established as to make it impossible for us to
learn some day that, as in everything else, the theory is a
two-sided  question—incessant progress on the one side
and as an irvesistible decadence on the other of  the eycle,
“Fven as regands knowledge and power, the advance
which sonie elaim as a characteristic feature of humanity
is effected by exceptional individuals who arise in certain
races inder favourable circimstanees only, and is quite
compatible with long intervals of immobility, and even of
deeline™® says amodern man of science,  Fhis point is cor-
roborated by what we see in the modern degenerate de-
scendants of the great and powerful races of ancient America
—the Peruvians and the Mexieans,  © How changed !
How fallen from their greatuess must have been the Ineas,
when a little band of one hundred il sixty men conld
penetrate, wninjured, to their monuntain homes, marder
their worshipped  kings wd  theusinds of their warriors,
and cury away  their viches, and that, too, ina conntry
where afew men with stones could resist successtully an
wrmy i Who could reeocnize in the present Inichua and
Aymara Indians their noble aneestry 7 .. Thus
writes D, Heath, and Iis eonviction that America was
onee wnited  with Farope, Asin, Africn awd Australia,
seems as livm as onr own, There must exist geological
and physical cyeles as well as intellectual and spitvitual §
globes and planets, as well as races and n:\tmns' are ])l)l:ll
to grow, progress, decline mnd—dic,  Great nations split,
seatter into small tribes, lose all rememlnanee of  their in-
tegrity, gravdually fall into their primitive  state and—dis-
appear, one after the other, from the face of the cath. So
do great continents. Ceylon must have formed, once upon
a time, part of the Tndian continent. So, to all appear-
ances, was Spain onee joined to Afvica, the narrow chan-
nel between Gibeadtar and the latter continent having
been onee upon i time dry land, Gibraltar 1s full .nflm‘;.;c
apes of the snme kind as those which wre forond in great.
numbers on the opposite side on the African coast, where-
as nowhiere in Spain is either & monkey or ape to be found
at any place whatever. And the caves of Gibraltar arc
also full of gicantic lunan bones, supporting the theory
that they Delong to an antediluvian race of men,  The
same Dr. Heath mentions the town of Eten in 70 S, lati-
tude of Americn, in which the inhabitants of an unknown
trihe of men speak a monosyllabic language that imported
Chinese lubourers understood  1rom the tirst day of their
arrivad,  They have their own laws, customs and dress,
neither holding nor permitting communication with the
outside world, No one enn tell whenee they came or
when 3 whether it was before or after the Spanish Con-
quest. They arca living mystery to all, who chance to
visit them.......

® Journal of Neiewer for February, Article—'* The Alleged Distinction
botweenu Man and Brute,”
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With such facts before us to puzzle exact seience her-
self, and show our entire ignorance of the past verily, we
recognise no right of any man on carth—whether in geo-
graphy or cthnology, in exact or abstract scienees—to tell
his neighbour— ”

«

so far shalt thou go, and no further !

But, recognizing our debt of gratitude to Dr, Hoath of
Kansas, whose able and interesting paper has furnished
s with snclea munber of facts, and suggested sueh possi-
bilities, we can do no better than quote his concluding
reflections,  “ Thirteen thousand yenrs ago,)” he writes,
“Veqa or a Lyrir, was the north polar star ; since then how
many changes has she scen in our planet ! How many
nations and racesspringinto life, rise to their zenith of splen-
dour, and then decay 5 and when we shall have been gone
thirteen thousand years, and onee more she resumes her
post at the north, completing a * Platonic or Great Year,
think you that those who shall i1l our places on the carth
at that time will be more conversant, with onr history than
weare of those that have passed 2 Verily night we ex-
claim in terms almost psalmistie, © Great. God, Creator amd
Director of the Universe, what is man that Thou art mind-
ful of him{" "

Amenought to the response of such as yet believe
ina God who is “the Creator and Director of the Uni-
verse,”

—————— e

NOTES ON “. LAND O MYSTERY.

To the Editor of the ThrosoriistT :—1I have read with
much pleasure your execllent article on the “ Land  of
Mystery,”  Tn it you show a spirit of inquiry and love of
trath which are truly commendable in - you and eannot
fail to command the approbation wnd praise of all un-
biased readers. But there are certain points in it in
which I e;umot but join issne with you,  In order to
account, for the most striking resemblances that existed
in the manners, enstoms, social habits and traditions of the
primitive peoples of the two worlds, you have recourse to
the old Platonic theory of a land connection between them.
But the recent researches in the Noremyra have once for
all exploded that theory, They prove that with the ex-
ception of the severance of Austradia from  Asia there
never wis asubmersion of Tand on so gigantic a scale as to
produce an Atlantic or o Pacific Ocean, that cever since
their formation the scas have never changed their ancient
hasins on any very large seale,  Professor Geikie, in his
physical geography holilds that the continents have always
oceupied the positions they do now except that for a few
miles their coasts have sometimes advanced into and  re-
ceded trom the sea,

You wouklld not have fallen into any error had you ac-
cepted Mo Quatrefages” theory of migrations by sea. The
plains of Central Asia is accepled by all monogenists as
the eentre of appearance of the hmnan race. From  this
place successive waves of emigrants radiated to the ut-
most, verge of the world, It is no wonder that the ancient
Chinese, Hindns, Bayptians, Peraviansand Mexicans—men
who once inhabited the same place—shonld show the
strong resemblanees in certain pomts of their life,  The
proximity ot the two continents at Behiving Straits enabled
nmigrants to pass from Asin to America, A little to
the south 15 the current of Tassen, the Koure-sivo or
black stream of the Japanese which opens a great route
for Asiatic navigators. The Chinese have heen a maritime
nation from remote antiquity and it is not impossible that
their barges might have been like those of the Portugnese
navigator Cabral in modern times driven by accident to
the const of America.  But, leaving all questions of possi-
bilities and accidents aside, we know that the Chinese
had discovered the magnetic needle even so carly as B,

202000, With its aid and that of the curent of Tassen
they hadno very considerable difticulty to cross to America,
They established as Paz Soldan informs us in his Geogras

Sidel Pernalittle colony there suud Buddhist missionaries

“ towards the close of the fifth century sent religious mis-
sions to carry to Fou-Sang (America) the doctrines of
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Buddha,” This will no doubt be unpleasant to many
European readers,  They are averse to - erediting a state-
ment that takes the honour of the discovery of America
from themand assigns ittowhat they are graciously pleased
to call “a semi-barbarous Asiatic nation.”  Nevertheless
it is an unquestionable truth,  Chapter XVITE of the
Human Species by A, De Quatrefages will be an interesting
reading to any one who may he cager to know  something
of the Chinese discovery of  Ameriea.  But the space at
his command being small he gives i very meagre account
of it in his book, T earnestly hope you will complete your
interesting article by adverting to this and giving us full
particulars of all that is known about it.  The shedding
of light on a point which has hitherto been invalved in
mysterious darkness will not be unworthy of the pen of
one, the be-all and end-all of whose life s the search of
truth and when tound to abide by it, be it at whatever cost
it may be,
AMRITA LAL BISVAS.
Calewtta, 1Hith July.

Scant. leisure this month prevents our making any de-
tailed answer to the objections to the Atlantan liypothesis
intelligently put forth by our subseriber.  But et us soe
whether—ceven thongh ™ based upon “recent researches
which “ have onee for all exploded that theory”—they are
as formidable as at tirst sight they may appear,

Without entering into the subject too deeply we may
limit ourselves to but one briet remark. More than one
seientifie question, which at one time has seemingly been
put at rest for ever, has exploded at a subsequent one over
the heads of theorists who had forgotten the danger of try-
ing to clevate a simple theory into an infallible dognn,
We have not questioned  the assertion that © there never
was i submersion of land on so gigantie a seale as to pro-
duee an Athintic or a Pacific Ocean,” for we never pre-
tended to suggest new theories for the formation of oceans.,
The latter may have been where they now are since the
time of their first appearance, and yet whole eontinents
been broken into fragments partially engnlfed, aud left in-
numerable islands, as scems the case with the  sulinerged
Atlantis. What we meant was that at some  prehistorie
time, and long after the globe teemed with eivilized na-
tions, Asia, America and perhaps Enrope were parts of
onc vast continental formation, whether united by such
narvow strips of land as evidently once existed where now
is Behring Stmit, (which conneets the North Pacifie and
Aretie Oceans and has adepth of havdly more than twenty
to twenty-five fathoms) or by larger stretehes of land, Nor
shall we tight the monogenists who claim Central Asin as
the ene cradle place of humanity—Dbut leave the task to
the polygenists who are able to do it far more successfully
than oursclves.  But in any ease before we can aceept the
theory of monogenesis, its advoeates must offer us some
wnanserable hypothesis  to acconut for the observed
diffcrences in human types hetter than that of © divari-
ation caused by difference of climate, habits and veligious
calture” M. Quatrefages may rvemain as ever, indisput-
ably a most” distinguished naturalist—physician, chemist
and zovlogist—yet we  fail to understand  why we shonld
aceept his theories in preference to all others, Mr. Anrita
Lal Bisvas evidently refers to a narrative of some scienti-
fic travels along the shores of the Atlantic and the Medi-
terrancan, by this eminent. Frenchiman, eatitled—* Souve-
nirs d'un Naturaliste” He seems to regard M. Quatre-
fuges in the light of un infallible Pope upon all scientitic
yuestions : we do not, though e was a member of the
Freneh Academy and a professor of cthnology.  His theory
ubout the wigrations by sca, may be offsct by about an
hundred others which diveetly oppose it. Tt is just be-
cause we have deveted our whole life to the research of
trath—for which complimentary admission we thank our
critic—that we unever aceept owr fuith any authority npon
any question whatsoever 3 nor pursuing as we do Trotie
ad progress through a full and fenrless enquiry, untrn-
melled by any consideration, wonld we advise any of our
fricnds to do otherwise,
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Having said so much, we may now give a few of our
reasons for belicving in the alleged “ fable” of the sub-
merged Atlantis—though we explained ourselves at length
upon the subject in Isis Uureiled (Vol. Topp. 590 et xeq.).

First. We have as evidence the most ancient traditions
of various and widely-separated  peoples—legends in In-
dia, in ancient Greeee, Madagasear, Sumatea, Juva, and all
the principal isles of Polynesia, as well as those of both
Americas. Among savages, as in the traditions of the
richest. literature in the world—the Sanskrit, literature of
India—there is an agreement in saying that, ages ago, there
existed in the Pacific Ocean, a laree continent  which, by
a geological upheaval, was engulfed by the sea.  And it is
our firm  helief—held, of conrse, subject to correction—
that most, it not all of the islands from the Malayan Ar-
chipeligo to Polynesia, ave fragments of that onee immense
submerged continent.  Both Malacea and Polynesia which
lic at the two extremities of the Ocean and which, since
the memory of man never had nor eould have auny inter-
conrse with, or even a knowledge of cach other, have yet
a tradition, common to all the islands and islets, that their
respective conntries extended far, far out into the sea;
that there were in the world but two inunense continents,
one inhabited by yellow, the other by dark men ; and that
the occan by command of the gods and to punish them for
their incessant quarrelling, swallowed them up,

2. Notwithstanding the geographical fact. that New
Zealand, and Sandwich and Easter Islands, are at a dis-
tance from each other of hetween 800 and 1,000 leagues;
and that, according to cvery testimony, neither these nor
any other intermediate islands, for instanee, the Marquesan,
Society, Feejee, Tahitian, Samoan and other islands could,
sinee  they  became islands, ignorant  as  their people
were of the compass, have communicaied with each other
hefore the arrival of FEuropeans ; yet they one and all
maintain that their vespeetive eonntries extended  far
toward the west, on the Asian side,  Moreover, with very
small differences, they all speak dialects evidently of
the same language, and understand each other with little
diffienlty ; have the same rveligious beliefs and  supersti-
tions; and pretty much the snne eustoms, And as few of the
Polynesian islands were discovered eavlier than a century
ago, awd the Pacific Ocean itself was nnknown to Kurope
until the days of Colummbus, and these islanders have
never ceased repeating the same old traditions sinee  the
Europeans first set foot on their shores, it scems to us a
logical inference that our theory is nearer to the truth
than any other.  Chance would have to change its name
and meaning, were all this due but to chance alone,

e

AN EPIDEMIC OF SOME DISEASE RESEMBLING CHORFEA,
or St Vitus' dance, has hroken ont in a Roman Catholie
school for girls in America,  Beginning with a single
child it soon attacked fourteen and  threatened to go
through the whole school, but was stopped by sending
every one of the pupils to her home.  Those attlicted ap-
pear to have acted in an extraordinary way, daneing con-
vulsively, twisting themselves into strange eontortions,
arimacing, jerking their limbs, and heating their feet upon
the toor,  Some have oftered the theory of demonine pos-
session to account for the facts, and perhaps if we were a
little way back in the Christian era, the serviees of the
headsman instead of the doctor would have been engaged,
Asit is, the attending physicians can come to no very
dehinite conclusions as to the causes of this outbreak. |

———

“ A MISSIONARY  WHIP —MR. ANDREW CHERMSIDE, A
recent traveller in Central Afriea, has placed in the
hands of Dr, Cameron, M. P, a whip, with which
he states that the missionaries at a  mission station
established near Lake Nyassa are in the habit of logging
their refractory converts, The whip consists of several very
thick thongs, and is a more formidable weapon of punish-
ment than the navy cat which was exhibited at the House
of Commons last year.  The subject is, we hear, likely to
undergo ofticial investigation.— Daily News,

What heathen could resist such persuasive arguments ?



251) I"H K

TIHE JIINDU BENGAL,
BY PABU PEARY CHAND MITTRA, FJI.S.

Although Bengal is the first Presideney of British
India, lt.\ o.n]v lnct(n\ before the Mahomedan adimini-
stration is almost unknown,  We have colleeted the few
fragmentary notices we have found on the subject, in the
]mp(- that tlmy may lead 1o furthier enquiry,

[t is still an unsettled point whenee the Aryvas eme,
but it is (quite certain that they were originally settled on
the seven vivers, 272, the Indus, the five rivers of the
Punjab, ;and Savasvati.  ‘The land between the Sarasvati
and Deishandvat was called the Brabmavarta,  Those who
inhabited it, were contemplative and philosophie, the range
ot their contemplation extending from the sonl to (.ml
and from Gad to the soul, and all vlse being o subovdinate
study,  Originally there was no easte, no priest, no temple
among them, and their great aim was to worship the
nuiseen Power throngh the sonl,  Although this spivitnal
state continned for a long time, it did ot and - could  not
spreaul far, Population mnonsml and the organization of
society was ealled for, which resulted in the formation of
nuquelmﬁ Caste 1= mentioned in as early an anthority
.N the Rig Veda, in the 10th Book of which work Brah-
nin, I\‘iln't])'l Vaisya aud Swdrn are nmned, Bralonn
meant. “ not praver or thanksgiving, but that, invoeation
which, with the foree of the \vlll !]ll(‘ct(‘(l {n Clod, secks to
draw him to itself and to receive satisfaction from him,”

From Brahma, Bralunan was formed, its meaning being
chanter of prayers. Within a contined  eivele, Aryaisin
continned in its primitive or spivitual state, but, \llt"ll\lll”
generally, its aspeet was changed,  Greater stress was Taid
an the form, organisation, ritualisie, oflevings and  ceremo-
nies, and less on the intevnal adoration of (lod and the
development. of the sonl. Before the composition of the
Sama and Y.’\jm Vedas, Bralining were divided into fown
classes of |nu-cl< for the performance of sacrifices, ceremo-
nies and chanting of prayers.  They also assumed the title
of Purohits, the friends and connselors of Kings,

The social organization rought on by external civenm-
stances required development, and each profession natu-
rally sought for a field in which its energy could be divected
to adve mi.lgl' The holy land, or the Brahwrvarta, as
well as the original seal on the seven rivers, hecmne erowd-
el The Arvyas thas situated took “ for their guides the
principal vivers of Novthern Twdia and were led by thewm
to new homes in their beautiful and fertile valleys”  The
countries whicl were of the earliest formation were Utta-
ra Kurn, Kaslimere and Gandhar now  Candahar. Uttam
Kuru was on the north, heyond the Himavat, The Maha-
bliarat, speaking of the Uttirn Kuru women, says that
they were uneoufined, they roved independently and - pre-
servedd their innocenee,  The countries which next attrne-
ted the Avya enmigrants were Kurnkshetra (near Dellii),
Matsya on the Jummna, Panchiala near modern Canaj, and
Surseua(Mathura).  Menu ealls this tract of land Bral-
marehi.  The countries constituting the Mndhye Desa of
Menu were bounded by the Vindhya on the south, Hima-
laya on the north, amd reached from Vinasara on the cast
to Paivag (Allshabad) on the west.

Aryabartta comprehended all the above and reached
from the mouth of the Indus to the Bay of Dengal.

Bengal is not mentioned by Menu,  In the Rig Veda,
the Ganges and Jumna are mentioned.  Weber says  that
he can trace “in the later portion of the Vedie writings,
their (Aryas) dispersion as fur as the Ganges” In the
Satapatha  Brahmana, there is a legend from which it
appears that the Aryas advanced from the banks of the
Sarasvati to Sadiniri or to Behnr and Bengal,  (Muiv's O,
T. P. 11, p. 423).  The rvoute of emigration given by Bur-
nouf is from “ the Indus to the Ganges and from the Ganges
to the Dekkan” The Bralhimins appear to have tuken the
lead in the colonization. 'They were settled in “Sarasvati,
Canoj, Gawda, Mithila (Tirhut), Utkala (Orissa), Dravida,
Mararastra, Telunga, Guzrat. and Cashmere.  Their de-
scendants inhabited Anga (Bhagulpore), Banga (Bengal),
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Calingn, Kamrupa, Assam, &e.'*  The Bralinin element

s the strongest element, everywhere. No coronation, no

l(‘ll(rnnlk social or domestic eeremony conld be performed

\\ltlwnt the Brahmins.  When Sita was married to Rama,
the palace of Janaka was full of Brahmins,

“ How many thousand Bralinins here,

"Il)lll CV(‘lv IU"IIHI flll' Jlld ll(‘!ll'

Well versed in holy love appear,

Next to the Brahming the Kshetryas were the nost
powerful,  ‘They formed the nnht'u\' class from  which
kings were chosen, They pmwcnh-«l the extension of
their dominions, gave protection to life and property, and
Lield ont every vmmu.lgmm-nl to the promotion of agrienl-
ture and commerce,  The next class, the Vaisyas, were
thus stimulated to econcentrate their energy on the develop-
ment of the agricultural 1esonrees, and  the augimentation
of the commercial prosperity, of the countiy. The tirst
three elasses were the Arvas, who were ealled “ twice bory,”
from their vight to the sacred thread, The Sudras were
most, ]no]vuhlv the aborigines, and they were doomed to be
servamts to the three cl.nssl-ﬂ with hlult\ to carn  their
liveliliood by mechanical arts,

When colonization had  progressed  considerably, Tndia
was divided into Northern, Central, Eastern, Southern and
Western parts,  Although Tadia ('mmttccl of a number of
kingdoms, and many of tln-m were tributary for a time, it
does not appear that the whole conntry was subjeet to one
ruler or to one line of kings, ]\mmlmnq were often en-
Lvrgerd or sululivided '1('('011||ng to circumstances, and allegi-
ance was often exacted by the most powerful nmn’m‘lm
speeially on oceasions of the  Ashwameda  Yagnyn, or on
ather t-:\hnuulmmy 0ceasions,

Tu the Vishnu Purana one of the descendants of Yayati
was the King of Banga or Bengal,  In the Raghu Vansa,
by Kalidasa, R hap., ]0 Rnulnl the great grandfather of
Dasarath, is c]vecnbed as ]mvlmr “ cnnqumml the kings of
Bengal possessing fleets.” B(‘ng'll was rich at the time,
as the kings after being reinstated, gave to Raghu ¢ im-
mense wealth.,” In the Rimdiyan t]w countrics constitu-
ting ])'wn wh's Kingdom are “the eastern conntries, Sin-
1“lll nrastin, Q~.n11.\ the Smlthom country, Anga, Banga,
M.W‘ullm I\m.’ll.l Kasi, &e., “rich In crn](lvn coins, shcop
.nnl kine,” Das ..n.lth, the | .ltlu-l of ]s-llll.’l, lived ]ung before
Yaudhisthira, whose cra is fixed by Colebrooke nnd Wilson
between the 13th and T4h eenturies B, (!, Banga is
mientioned several times in the Mababharat, When Arju-
na went on a pilgrimage, he visited Banga and Munipore
(Adi Parva).  Previous to the performance of the Rajsaya
Yagnya, Bhim proceeded to the eastern countries to cxact
allegianee from their kings, and among the countrjes
(‘ululuvn'cl by him was Bunuu which must have consisted
ni four divisions, as the names nf four rulers are mentioned,
vz, Samadra Sen, Chander Sen, Tamealipta and Kur-
kutadhipati. The people of B'mgn, Pundraka and Kalinga,
that is, Luw«-r Bengal, Miduapore and Ganjam, presented
large tusks with clephantst Before the war of Kuru-
kshetin, a complete hst of the mountaing, rivers and eoun-
tries of Indin was furnished by Sanjaya to Dhritarastea,
trom which it appears that the different parts of India
were inhabited by Hindus, There are several conntries
which are difficult of ilentifieation,  Among the countries
mentioned Boanga i one—( Bhismio—DParra.)  After the
war, Yudhisthira performed the Ashwoneda Yaguya, With
the sacrificial horse went Arjuna to several countries, among
which was Bengal, It was then governed by Mlvcln’m
or outeastes, which may menn degraded  Aryans, or bar-
barous aborigines. In the 22 ujrllmmm Anasasanika Porea,

TGty Riamdyan,

Bhisia cnumerates several tribes, iz, Yavana, Kirat,
Gandhar, Chin, Savara, Barbara, Saca, Tomgnra, Kunka,

Palada, Chandra, Mandraka, Poundra, Palinda, Ramata,
and Kambaja.  The qucqlmn put was, how were they to
be eivilized 7 The answer was that the king shonld con-
sider it a parnmount duty to cducate them.  Menu’s idea
of Mlechas is that they * speak barbarously, or not as the

® Huater's Bengal,

+ Journal of the R, A, Society, Vol, Y1I., p. 144,
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Sanskrit-speaking people.” Colonel Brigys, in his interest-
ing paper* on the Hindus and Aborigines, says that the
aborigines had no pricsts, they allowed  their widows  to
get marriced, they ate cow’s flesh, they buried  their dead,
and they were unacquainted with the arts and  seienees,
Wilson says that it st have been a period of some
autignity when all the nations fiom Beugal to the Cloro-
mandel were considered Mlechas and outeastes.”

The tradition is that the countries on the left side of
the Ganges were ealled Banga, and those on the vight side
were called Jloge. Magadba was o very ancient country
and a Magadba princess was the queen ot Dilip, It was
originally a part of Chedi Rajals dominionst of the solar
race, but subscequently it was governed independently by
Jarasandhu, who was o contemporary  of Yudhisthira,
Banga and several other countries were tributary to Jara-
sandhu. Magadha was bounded on one side by Mithila
and on the other side by Banga,  Its eapital was Kusaga-
rapura, afterwards Rajgir and then Rajgriba. It was i
the midst of five hills—full of eattle. well watered, salu-
brious, and abounding with fine buildings.”  This deserip-
tion is given in the Savaparva when Bhim, Avjun and
Krishna visited the city to kil Jarasandha, - Pataliputra,
or Paliputra, was afterwards the enpital, Tt is now under
water, but close to its site stands modern Patna,

The growth of a new religion is generally attributable
to the deeline of the spivitual clement v the existing
creed,  Long before Buddhisim arose, the  contemplative
and philosophical  Hindus Lad learnt and  thought what
the purpose of existencee was, what was the nature of the
soul, and how it could be absorhed in Gad,  But these
abstract truths were being lost sight of, with the increase
of sensualism in mcat and  deink, the assumption of the
authority evidenced in the easte system, and the predomi-
nanee of external rites and ceremonies, These circunstances
neeessitated the ineeption of Buddhism, which arose about
477 B. C. Sakyamun, the first Buddhist teacher, appenred
in 388 B. €. He first preached in Benares, the citadel of
Brabmanisim, then in Champa, Rajgirn, Sravasti and Ko-
sambi. Brabmanisin was convulsed, and he not only gain-
ed an hamense wonber of converts, but extended  his
doctrines in every part of the country.

Chandragupta’s reign commenced in B.C. 3250 He
ruled from the Indus to the mouths of the Ganges. His
capital was Palibothra, where Megasthenes resided. He

was suceeeded by Daimachus, the second Greek ambassa-
dor during the reign of Vindusara,  Asoka was the next
king of Magadha, aud his dominions reached  from Cash-
mere to the Nerbudda and from the Indus to the Bay of
Bengal,  To the eastward, his kingdom probably included
thie whole of Bengal}

Bengal did not nuiformly bear an independent chavacter,
It was governed by its own kings, but it was often tribu-
tary.  When Alexander was here, Magadha included Ben-
gad and Behar, Elphinstone states that, “wheu the sue-
cossors of Alexander were the suceessors of the kings of
Prasii, Bhagadata, a prince of Bengal, was also their :illy."
Alexapder’s campaign took place in 330 B.C. Megasthenes
mentions the Gangarida, supposed to oceupy Lower Bengeal,
and their chief eity is identified with Burdwan.§ In 812-
822 A, D. India consisted of four great kingdoms, of which
Bengal was one. (Journal of the Royal Asiatic Socicty,
Vol. VL) Tu the seventh ecentury the division of Enstern
India consisted of Assam, Bengal Proper, Delta of the
Ganges, Sumbnlpore, Ovissa il Gunjaon,

After the Mawrya dynasty we have the Gupta dynasty,
which commenced in 3189 B, €. “The kingdom of India
under the Guptas is the conntry watered by the Ganges
and its atHuents.” Chandra Gupta assumed the name of Vi-

¢ Journal of the B, A. Suciety, Vol. XIIL.

1 Chedi was tho country of the Kala Chures or Hachayas -Chedi in
Jater times  had two eapitals, vz, Pripurn, the capital of Chedi Vroper,
and Manipura, cun:nlurc‘l to have heon the original eapital, - Archacologi-
cal Survey, Vol. IX.

3 Journal of the Bumbay Hranch of the It A. Suciety for Junuary 1857,

§ McCrindle's Ancient Iudia,
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krama, and Vikrampore in Dacea is ealled after him, and not
after the name of the Oujein monareh.® The coins of the
Guptas were * types of Greek origin.” The people were
acquainted with the Greek langnage and imitated  Greek
architecture,  The Pal dynesty were the next rulers of
Magadha,  “They were the sovercigns of Bastern India,
including Benares, Magadha and Bengal”  The Pals were
staunch Buddhists,  Buddhisim was evidently in existence
in Bengal while it was tributary to Magadha during its
several Budidhist dynasties.  Adisur, whom Lassen places
betore the Pals, and who fmported  pure Brabnins, with
their companion Kaisthas, from Canoj, must have veigned
after the Pals, as up to their time Buddhism was strong in
Bengal,

The Pal dynasty was succceded by the Sen dynasty,
The founder of the latter dynasty took Bengal partially
from the Pals, but did not possess Magadba till 1142
A DAt

The Pala kings reigned in Western and Northern Ben-
gal from 835 to 1040 A.D., and the Scua kings in Eastern
and Deltaic Bengal from 986 to about 1142 A D Un-
der the Senas Brahmanisin revived in Bengal,  Laksh-
mana’s reign commenced in 1106, We have already
alluded to the independent position of Bengal at different
times,  Colonel Wilfurd says that at one time the Bengal
kings werc so powerful that they conquered “all the
Gangetic provinees as far as Benares and assumed the title
of mabasgabs”  Au inseription found i Sarun was eree-
ted by aprinee who was tribatary to Gour or Bengal.

CInthe Ayeen alist of the Hindu kings of Bengal s
given—

24 Khateva kings veigned for 2418 years.

9 Kaist kings veigned for 250 yeurs,

11 Do, of the funily of Adisur reigned for 714 years,

10 kings of the funily of Bhiopal reigned for G39 years,

10 kings of the Pal dynasty.

The Vaidya Rajahs reigned from 1063 to 1200 A.D.

Bengal, during the time of Ballal, consisted of the fol-
lowing divisions :—

1. Barendro, with the Mahanundee on the west, the
Pudina (CGanges) on the south, and the Koorootoya on the
cast,

2. Bungn—ecast from the Koorootoya to the Brahna-
pootra. The eapital of Bengal was near Dacea,

3. Bagree, the Delta, called also Dwipa, or the island,
Tt hiaul thiree sides, the Bhageeruthee river on the west, the
Pudma on the east, the sea on the south,

4. Rahree. Tt had the Bhageernthee and the Pudina
on the north and the east, and other kingdoms on the
west and south,

5. Mithila— having the Mahanundee and Gour on the
cast, the Bhageeruthee on the south, and other countries
ou the west and south,

I'a Hian was here in 399 to 414 AD. and Hiouen
Thsang in 620 to (45 A1 They hoth notice Tumlook
as a place of great importance, and it contined in a pro-
sperous condition till the fourteenth century,  T'he Malia-
vanso nanies it as one of the nincteen eapitals,  When the
Anaganum was pareelled out, the kings of Magadha, Mithi-
Ia, Oude, Benares, Anga, Banga and Tunlook got their
respective shares. The last numaed  Chinese  teaveller
visited Bengal, which he notieces,

Gour (derived from Gur, or ungranulated sugar)§ was
the most ancient eapital of Bengal. Tt existed for twa
thousand years. It was the most magniticent eity in
India, of inmense size, and titted with noble buildings.
It was the eapital of o hidred kings, the seas of wealth
and luxury.  The city was destroyed by a0 plagne several
centuries ago.”  (Hunter’s: Bengal).  The next capital of
Bengal  was Vikvnpore, near Senargong  in Dacca.
Although Dacea is lm»Lul upon as the Baotia of Bengal, it

® Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society, Volo VI N, 8,

1+ Arclicological Survey of India.
3 Juurnal of the Asiatie Socicty of Bengal, Vo 117,
§ Tho derivation is, we think, open to question. — Kk, ¢4 22,
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was at one thne a most important place.  Nuddea was the
capital when Luchmun Sen was the king of anuul, and 1t
has been celebrated as the seat of lmnnnlr Bengal had
several Important cities, among which may be named
Sonargong near Vikrampore, and Satgong near the mouth
of the Hooghly, There is a map of Bengal made in the
fifteenth century, showing five large eitics, which consti-
tuted a portion of the Sderbun now ander water,  Cuan-
ningham says that “ the countries from the Sutledge to
the Ganges were the richest and most populous districts.”
For more than two eenturies Constantinople earried on 2
trade “ from the hanks of the Ganges and Indus,  There
was an intimnte intereonrse between Bengal and other
Indian countries. Bengal wmerchants used to o in ships
to Cevlon.  On the banks of the Ganges there were seve-
ral flourishing eitics”  The Magadha wierchants used to
enconrage those who were hold and enterprising aud at
the same time eantions and eircumspeet.  Traders from
Eevpt. eame as far as the Ganges.  The Greek traders
usedl to trade \\'ith t]w ::Ill}_[u‘ ncity on the banks of the
river of that nnme and novth-west of Palibothra.  In one
part of the Bay was Calinga nnd in another Sonargong, enlled
Jatemala, the eapital of whu I was Vikiampore, lln- mart
of Vikrampore had communieation with  Sylhet, Assam,
Rungpore, and the Bay of Bengal.  Silk, iron, sking, and
malabathrum were sent hmn Svihet wnd Assan, aud
spikenard from Rungpore, The exports from the mart
were spikenard, pearls, madabathrum, and muslins. Pearls
from Tipperal and Mymenging  veached  Vikeampore,
ealled the gignntic mart.  Periplus (A, B, 86-89)  speaks
of Raltis as tlu‘ coin of Lower Bengal, where he notices
also wold and silver. Dacen continned ns distinguished
mtv for a Jong time, Tt exported manafnetures to Ethio-
pin, Turkey, Svria, Arabin, and Persin, - Marco Polo
notices clnkmmnl from Son: wgong, and Fiteh (1.386 AD)
found cotton v\pnrtul to Malneen and Sumatea via Indin
and Cevlon,  The two Mahomedan travellers (ninth cen-
tury) speak of Bengal (Rumi), exporting cotton garments,
rhinoceros horns, Lnur aloes and sking, (Intt'mmur wis
another important mart, which used to receive silk. iron
and skins, from Seriea (Assam,) malabathrum, a species of
cinnamon Albiflora from Assam and Sylhet, and spikenard
fromi Rungpore.  The tree grew in Rungpore up to Mus-
sorie.  Malabathum was from the leaves, and was used as
a perfume. The Greeks and Romans used it in their wine,

Maltebrun states that in Bengal, Orvissa, nnd Allahabad
diamonds were plentiful.  Macaulay, in his Warren Has-
tings speech, spenks of the “ muslins of Bengal” in the
bazaars of Benares,

Pragjotish is supposed to be Thibet or Assamn, 1t pre-
sented to Yudisthira sharp swords, javeling, spears, hat-
chets and battle-nxes, Heeren notices a1 route  from
Bootan to Rungpore.  Pemberton writes that in 1683 the
trade hetween Bengal, Bootan and Thibet was well-known,
At Cooch Behar earavans used to assemble, and merchants
came from China, Muscovy, or Tartary to buy musk,
cambals (blankets), agates, silk, pepper, and saffron of
Persin.  Agates were the tortoise shell Immuw the pnn-
cipal ornament. of Booteah and Thibetan women.  The
articles which were sent, to Rungpore were woollen cloths,
hats, hoots, small horses, and choury tailed cattle.

Dr. Hunter, in his Oriesa, says that the five outlying
kingdoms of Ancient India were  Anga, Bauga, ]\nlmmn
Sulnna, and Pundra. Anga may mean the Ganges mart
on the west of Palibothra, well known to the Greck h.ulcs-
men, Banga, Bengal Prnlwr—-l\.thmr on the Godavari,
Sulina, mst\\'-ml nl Bengal, ]wrh.\pq Tippera or Arracan,
and Poundra, or the Pmnnlm, Vardhana of Hionen Thsang
close to Govindaganj on the Karatoya, It included Raj-
shahi, Dinagepur, Rungpur, Nuddea, Beerbhoom, Burd-
wan, Pachowte Palame, and part of Chunar,®

What Kalinga is to the Godavari, Utkal or Udra is to
the Mahanadi.  The formation of Kalingn is traced to an
Indian sage from Northern India,  Both Kalinga and
Orissa had intimate  intercourse with Bengal, Not unl\

® Sce Wilson'« Vishnu Purana and Journal of the llu)al \~n(u St-cut\
Vol, VL. N. &,
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Ary:ms, but Yavanas, or Tonian Grecks, came to Orissa
froin Bengal,  Ovissa imported Hindu literature from the
valley of the Ganges. which is amply proved by the
works written by the Orissa authors.  From the same
sourece Orissa received the Buddhistie religion.  The pro-
motion of agrienlture led to commeree, and commeree to
navigation.  Both commerco and navigntion were so much
appreciated that “ the rock Ill‘l('l'll)tllllll\ speak of naviga
tion and slnp commerce as forming part of the Ollll(‘uhull
of the prinee.”  Following the vx.nnpl(- of Bengal, Orissa
mile good fubries,

Dr. Taylor, in his valnable paper in the journal of the
Asiatic Society of Bengal (Vol. XVI. Part, L) exprosses
an opinion that Desarne. might refer to the Sunderbuns,
Mr. H. T. Rainey (Caleutta Review, Vol XXX.) writes as
follows : “ Thus we venture to tllink we ltl‘lf.lc‘:nllh'
prove the existence of population in .mcwnt timnes on a
hroad and sound basis, and altogether independent. of the
existence of nmumerous  rivers which may or may not date
subsequent to the oceurrence of the physical changes re-
ferred to above, and to the incursions of the Mugs and
Portnguese pirates which we kuow to have taken place
tllclc'lfter. There are three other eminent gentlemen
who have thrown some light on this subject,  Colonel
Gastrell © has found some vuins of masonry  buildings, the
traces of old conrtyards, and here and  there some garden
plants in lot No. 211" Dr. Hunter saye that remains of
brick ghats and  traces of tanks have also heen found in
ixolated parts of the forest, and in one or  two localities
brick kilns were discovered.  Mr. Blochman says “The
Sunderhms—formerly ealled Chanderbuidas or - Shanda-
bundus,  In an inseription dated 1136 Sumbnt, or A, D,
1077, in northern Backergunj, mention is made of a grant.
of land by Madhava Sen, King of Bengal, to aLl'Lhmm
There are ruing of houses and temples which are known
to oxist in various places.  Todar Mull's rent-roll eorre-
gponds with the north boundary of the jungle marked on
the survey maps”—(Hunter's Gazetteer) :—The reason-
able inference is that the Sunderbun niust have been
inhabited and formed a part of Bengal.  Saugor Island
is eomneeted with a legend contained in the Rama\'fm and
Mithibharit (Baua P.ll‘\'ﬂ). The river Ganges goes as far
as Hatinghur, in the 24-Pergnnnabs, near the sea, in
honor of king Saugor, from whom Bhagirath was descend-
ed, and who is suid to have brought the Ganges to
wash away the sing of his ancestors.  Saugor Island has
heen constdered a saered place, being the axram of Kapila,
and is visited by pilgrims. It appears from the Maha-
bharat that there was a place on the north-cast of the
sen before the Gonges empticd itself into it, and the for-
mation of the island took place perhaps subsequently,’
In that place Kapila resided.  Yudisthira, to whom the
story of Bhagirath was related, eame to Sangor and bathed
there.  Theneo he went with his bluthc 2 to Kalinga by
sea.—In the Sava Parva, Bhimn is deseribed as h'wmu
visited Sangor Island, which was then governed by Mlecha
kings, who gave Bhim different. kinds of preecions  stones,
\‘:lluldlwnnll, agore, clothes jewels, blankets, gold, &e., asa
mark of ﬂll@gmnuu.

Bengal was in the first instance Brakmanical. The
aborigines were driven away, or employal as servants or
labourers,  The intercourse between them and the Aryas
must theretfore have been constant, The language of
the Aryas was Sanskrit ; but it mmht to be l)ome in
mind that S.mskllt was of two kinds, viz., the natural or
spoken Sanskrit, resembling the I’mknt and Pali found
even in the Vedas, and artiticial or purified Sanskrit,
Language precedes grammar, and  the process of purifiea-
tion according to grammar is an after work, W]nen the
Rig Veda songs were chanted, they were spontaneous or
inspirntional, ad grammar was not then in existence,
The Arya initnigrants, coming in contact with the non-
Aryas, conld not help t.lkllll' many of their words in
forming o langnage  for mutual understanding.  Sanskrit
was tlnm enl)_u-( tul to modifieation, and in tlm way dif-
ferent provincial dialects sprang up,  The pure Sanskrit
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remained intact, but was confined to learned cireles ;
although gradually it beeame simpler, as the Paranas ad
Itihases were written in a simpler style than the Vedas,
Upanishads and Darsanas,  The character must have been
u.riginully Deb Nagric Westinacott, readiag an inserip-
tion found in- Dinagepur and Bogra,* observes . —* The
character is in that style of progress towards modern Ben-
gali, which we find in use in the cleventh century of the,
Christian era”  Dr. Rajendra Lala possesses a Bengali
MS. which was written seven hundred yewrs ago,  We
had several Kirtanas who used to sing, reciting the deeds
of gods and goddesses in the Bengali language, which was
then in an imperfect state.  The naumes of the Kirtanas
are Vidyapati, Chundi Das, Brindabone Das, Gobind Das
and Chunder Saikur,

Although Buddhism was predominant in Bengal under
Buddhist dynastics, and the language used was Pali or
Magadhi, yet the Hinduliterature was not extinet, and the
Bengali inguage was heing formed., It s true that the
Pals were Buddhists, but they were tolerant, They ap-
pointed Hindus to important offices, and  were not hostile
to Brahmanism. The graduad decay of Buddhism pro-
duced a reaction in favour of Brahmanism, The original
conception of God through the soul was abandoned, as
such.a conception was too lotty for the people at Luge,
whom the founders of the different sects thoughit it abso-
lutely necessary to work upon,  Puranas and  Apapuranas
were written in different parts of the conntry in simple
Sunskrit, inculcating the worship of particular gods and
goddesses, finite in form but infinite in attributes.

Of the Sen kings, Ballal rised the descendants of the
five Brulinins and the Kaistas who had come from Canouj
forbidding intermarriage  between  them and the families
which were in Bengal. No less than 150 finilics sprang
from the Canouj Brahmins, A hundred  families were
settled in Barendra and sixty in Rune As regands the
Kaisth families, Ghose, Bose, and Mittra were declured to
be of the first rank,

The capital of Ballal was Vikrampore,  He was himself
a learned nan and an encowrager of learning,  His son,
Lachman Sen, trod the footsteps of his father, and wish-
ing to imitate  Vikramadityn, had five pocts attached to
his court, named Goburdnun, Smurana, Jaydeva,  Kabiraj
and Umapati who were cousidered its gems,  Of these,
Jaydeva is well known as the author of Gita Giobind.
He was o native of Kinduvelwa in Bengal,

Besides the above poets there were Halayudha, Minis-
ter of Justice, who wrote Bralma Sarvasa, and several
other works on Smriti, besides Banisanhar Natak 5 Pasa-
pati, his brother, the chief judge and  head  pundit, who
wrote Dusau Karma Dipika, and Pushupati Padha, and
another brother of his, who wrote on Smriti, Mimansa
and Almika Padliati,  Notices of & number of works are
to be found in the catalogue of Sanskrit MSS. by Dr.
Rajendra Lala Mittra.  In the fourteenth  century Sonar-
gong was renowned for © holy and learned men b Betore
the time of Lachman  literature in Bengal was not ina
state of activity,

In Tirhat, Gangasa Upadhya wrote Tutwa  Chintamoni
about seven centuries ago, and Jadudesa Tarkalankar
Bhatta, of Nudden, wrote Turka Tipan about four cen-
turies ago. In the tiftcenth and sixteenth centuries Vaishe
navism gave an impetns to the cultivation of literature
in Bengal,  Chaitanya, who was born in Nuddea, was u
bold retormer,  He denounced caste and tanght universal
love.  He had able co-adjutors in Nityanund aond Adwits,
and able disciples in Rupa and Sonaton,  who were the
anthors of several works,  Ramanand, the fonder of the
Ramanundi, Surdas, Tulst Das and Krislina Das, who all
lived in Benares, promoted Vaishuaisme by poadas, dihas,
and songs, which reverberated in Beugal. Ot the tfive
schools of Law, Bengal was one,  Jimat Valuna wrote a
work called Dayacrmma Sangraha. Raghunundun lived

* Journal of the Asiatic Socicty of Bengal, Vol. XLIV,
+ Jourmil of the Asintic Soviety of Bengal, Yol, XLLIL
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in the sixteenth century and wrote Daya Tutwa,  His
fellow-students were Sisomani and Chaitanya,

Tu 1203 the Hindu kingdom of Bengal lid become ex-
tinct on Buktyar Khilijy taking Nuddew.  Bengad then
consisted ot five  divisions :—1, Rara, west of the Hugli
and south of the Ganges 3 2, Bugdi, Delta of the Ganges
3, Banga, cast of, and  beyond, the Delta s 4, Bivendra,
north of the Padma and hetween the Karvatoya and Maha-
manda vivers ; 5, Mithila, west of the Mahainanda, Bengal
mennt Laknauti, Satagon, and Sonargon, Laknauti con-
sisted of Barendra, with Ducat, and ot Raur, to which
Lakhnau belonged *

Although Bengal ceased to be the Hindu Bengal from
1230 A, 1., yet in 1550 a king of Orissa was the king of
Bengal, o his name was Telinga,  The limits of Lis
kingdom were: North, from Tribeni to Hugli, through
Bissenpore to the trontier of Putkar 5 East, the river Hugli,
and South, the Godavard, or the Ganga Godavart, aind West
from Singbhoom to Sonapore.  The chief city was Sat-
gong, not far to the North of Hugli, +

He was the last independent king of Orissa. - A ghaut
and atemple in Tribeni ave attributed to him, He was
deteated and Bengal again fell into the liuds of the
Mahomedans (Cal, Rev.).

U
A BUDDITIST MISSION 70 1'HE UNITED
STATIEN,

The Tokio (Japan) Lhmes says:

The tunous Hon-guwan-ji of Kioto—perhaps the wealth-
fest and most imfuential of the various sects of Bud-
dhism in Japan—established qaomission in Shanghad some
years ago, but is not carrying onany great. work of con-
version among the Chinese, T imitation of some of the
Christinn missions of Japan and Ching, it has in connee-
tion with its more legitimate work a dispensary,  where
the poor may obtain advice and medicine free of charge,
and ghostly connsel as well, The mission is - situate in
the Kiangse road, and ocenpies extensive and handsome

previses,

This is the sect, it will be renembered, from which it has
heen proposed to seid missionanies to the United States
and Burope, to convert. the poor benighted  heathen of
those countries from the errors of Christianity to the only
true faith, Tt is a faet that there is in the handsonme new
college of the seet in Kioto a number of young men who
are being instructed in English and - trained in theology
with the view of their being ultimately sent across the
seas with the object mentioned,

—_— _‘——v—
Tui ToN1aN THREOSOPHICAL SOCIETY,

The following s« list, of officers clected nnder the
Charter just issued from the Parent Society :—
Dresident :
Professor Pasquade Menclao, 1), L,
Vice-1'resident :
Count Dr. Nicolas de Gonemys, M, 1.
Corresponding Secretary ;
Otho Alexamder, Esq.
Lecording Seeretary :
Alexander Rombotti, Esq.
Treasurer :
Demetrio Socolis, Fxq.

-
»

THE VOYAGE FROM BOMBAY TO POINT DE GALLE DURING
the dry months, by one of the fine stesnmers of the British
India S. N. Co., touching at all the Coast ports, is charm-
ing.  With an agrecable captain, good company, and rea-
sotable immunity from sea-sickness, it is so like o yacht-
ng excursion that one is sorvy when the journey 15 ended,
Such, at any rate, was our cise, T come back in the
S.-W. Monsoon, as we did, is quite another attair,

* Jonrnal of the Asiatic Socicty of |‘t‘;l::il|, \'nl.. .\'l.'"_. i
4 Journal of the Asiatic Sovicty of Bengal, Yol XVI, Part [
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TESTING TIHE BEWITCHED MIRROR THEORY,
BY BARU ASU TOSH MITRA.

The facts related wnder the title of “the Bewitehed
Mireor”™ in the Turosorist of June last, must have
excited curiosity, if nothing clse, in the minds of all its
reders, At the suggestion of my friend Babu Aviuas
Bhicendra Bancrjee, LMS, 1 decided to make the  trial
myself; and on the very day T received the suggestion, |
made arrangements, very simple as they were, to repeat
Prince Tzervetelit’s expeviment, We did not consider it
“all bosh,” as the companion of My, Tvanovitel’s friemd
renarked, neither did we take it to be like the one “of
being wnable to eat champagne out of a sonp-plate with
a large spoon without pereciving the devil at the bottom
of the plate.”  We it that we are not spivitualists,
but we are truth-seekers and donot, like many, consider it
infra. dig to give any attention to spirituadisi ; and we
are always glad to spave both time and tronble to make
any research in that seeret scienee,

Our fickd of experiment. was a room within the com-
pord of the Medieal College, Caleutta, known as the
Proscetin’s  Roonmi—where more thim a0 thousand  deaud
budies have been dissceted, Tt was guite solitary.

After half-past cleven at night, T entered the 1omn,
taking a lighted candle in each hand, and glowly approach-
el the narvor in whieh was reflected part of w skele -
ton which stands at a little distance, 1T glineed at my
wateh: it was a couple of minutes to the time, Mean-
while I was pondering over a serious suhject—soul, its
immortality, its destiny, &e 5 my  thoughts coming and
going by flashes,

All was quiet. bean adjacent hall the elock strnck-—
tong, tong, tong—twelve times, 1 Stl':l.i_‘_(h(t'l!ml !nyscll'
up and, tirmly looking upon my own rvﬂ(-chcm. in the
mirror, ||l'n||n\\lll,’cd slowly,  loudly, and  distinetly
“ A—su—"To—sh—Mi—ua”{  Fimshed, T kept my
eyes fixed upou the mirror, quite forgetting the external
world,

After a good long time (nearly five minutes) Trepeat-
e my name for the seeond time,  No change i the
mirror, neither anything mystical in myself. A\!y ]l:n.nls
and legs were paining, my eye-sight was growing dim,
as ds natwral when one staves Tong ot one ohject conti-
nuously. T orepeated my name for the third time, but
nothing came of it. AL Tast, being disappointed 1T owent,
off and found it was twenty minutes after twelve, 1 n.-]u.-nt~
ed the experiment onthree subsequent nights with similar
results,  On the fifth day, my fricwd Babu Gopal Chun-
der Mookerjee tried it in a separate room, and he alsu
was unsuceesstul,

T would like to know if any other rewder of the THiEO.
sortist has tricd it, for it might be that the cffects de-
seribed happen only with  certain persons,

Medieal College, Caleutta,
10th June 1880,

The experimental plan, followed in this instance by the
Babu, is the only one by whicluit may be discovered low
ymuch truth there is in the time-honoured legends,  taadis
tions and superstitions observanees of anodern nations,
If his and his friend’s tests prove nothing else, they cer-
tainly show that not every one who invokes himselt in
a mirror at midnight« by the light of two candles, will,
of necessity, be appalled by ghostly appavitions.  But
lis own connnon sense has probably snggested what is no
doubt the faet of the case, viz, that the phenomena deseribed
by Prince T'zeretelif, in ome June munber, ave obscrvable
only by persons of a peending temperament,  This is cer-
tainly the rule in every other department of psychic
phenomena.  As regards the © Bewitched - Mirror” tale
we printed it as an illustration of one of the oldest of
Slavic beliefs, leaving it to the reader to put the test or
not as pleased him best,—E,

[Auigust, 1880,

SNOBS, SODS AND POSIES,

A few weeks ago, one Cleorge Naims, a British sailor,
bruatally mudered at Caleutta a poor police sepoy who
was quictly standing on his beat, and with whom he had
never spoken or even exchanged o word before,  The
misereant  knocked down his vietim, and then eut his
throat with a knife which he ad brought ashore purposely
to kill some one with,  He was tried and convicted, but
recommended to merey by the jury.  But the Court, repri-
niznding the juwrors for a recommendation so utterly un-
called for under the eirciimstances, gave sentence ; and the
Government of Indizupon being appealed o, very sen-
sibly sl justly affirnad the decision of the Court,  Well,
this red-handed murderer was hung, the other day, and
his body interred at the Scoteh Burial Ground, Calentta,
The Tadian Duily News says

There were present at the cemetery, sote time hefore the funerval
corteqe arvived, about fifty ladies and gentlemen,  Ou the arnival of
the heavse, the colling which bore the insceription of * George Nairns,
execated July 20ed 1880, aged 20 years,” was covered by an Union
Jack, and wias shoulidered by six of Naivns’s shipmates,anid earried
to the foot of the grave,  The Reve Mr Gillan ofliciated, and in the
tirst instance reawd out those portions of seripture which Nairng was
most fould of heariug rewd to him after hiscondemnation,  Ile then
referved in general to the teris of the statement made by Nairng
on the scaflfold, aud more pacticnlarly addressing the sailors present,
he warned them to take example from the fate which had befallen
Naivug, mud enrnestly advised them to avoid the low Native liguor
shops.  The usual prayers were then offered wpe On the collin
being lowered into the grave, many o sod was thrown in - pityingly,
awl many a merciful womanly hand flung in a bhunch of Howers,
and vy a hend was turned aside to wipe away a tear for the
shamefnl end of & young man whose carcer had promised such
better thing<, At the conclusion, the Rev, Mr, Godwin, assisted
Iy several ladies who were present, sang the hymn, “Safe in the
Arins of Jesur,” .

Who would not be a murderer of sepoys, after that i
Fitty gushing ladies and gentlemen; the Union Jack to
enwrap one’s coftin: consoling texts read from the Bible,
lis favourites after kis condemmution (cheap country lignor
was his specialty before): sods thrown “ pityingly ™ in—for
aond luck, doubtless, as slippers ave thrown at weddings;
sweet nosegays; and pearly tears raining down fair checks
—what more conld any respectable assassin demand /
What, indeed, but to know that, like poor Rip Van Winkle's
drink, this munrder should not count against hin.  Amnd
even this comfort was not withheld by the Churelr; for, to
top oft all, the winsome Reverend Godwin and his fair
slobberers aunched out with *Sate in the Arms of Jesus.”
Happy George ! It is to be regretted, however, that our
Caleutta contemporary onmitted one important fact, with-
out. knowing which the reader canmot fully  appreciate
the beauties of the Christian Atonement,
let ws ask, is the neerdered sepoy < safe” !

In whose arms,

——rp——————
A BEDDIHIST HYMY,
BY L. M, STRONG, MAIOR, LOTi BENGAL LANCERS,

1.
As soft as life by Ganga
T'wo thousand cycles sinee,
Thy words, for whicl we hunger
Mild Muster, Saviour, Prince,
2,
Have blessed ns, puce or trial 3
Untaught by church muld priests
T'o stain our pure denial
With lust for Swerga’s feasts,®
3
Awhile with Love thou rested,
A fther’s joy thou knew,
Thus all our wenkness teated,
Discerned the false and true,
4.
As lonely spoonbill winging
‘I'o browl in some wild mere,
Maybe, on woes out-springing
From life—the strife, the fear :
i,
So thou, dear Lord, didst leave ws
And learnt the Rightful Way-—
Kach one his burden grievous
Himself can cast away.

* An author ou Buddhism has rcm:\_rkc«'l that the true I:;nldhist does not
mar the purity of hig self-denial in this life, by Iusting after the spiritual
joys of a world to come,
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ONE THEOSOPHISTS VIEW OF MAN'S
LPOSITION AND PROSPECTS*

F.IL S,

BY W, F, KIRLY,

Children of Maya, and living in more scuses than one
in the Kali-Yug, how ean we amvive at truth; we who
liave no knowledge of the absolute, nor any standard hy
which we can attain to absolute truth ¢ Only, as it scems
to we, by ascertaining from the pust and present exactly
where we stand.

The famous parable, propounded 1230 years ago, on the
oceasion of the arrival of some of the earliest Christiun
missionaries to the English, at the court of King Edwin
of Northumberland, is as true now as on the day when it
was spoken,  “ Truly the life of & man in this world,
compared with that life whercol we wot not, is on this wise.
It is s when thou, O King, art sitting at supper with
thine Aldermen wnd thy Thanes in the time of winter,
when the hearth is lighted in the midst, and the hall is
warn, but without the raius and the snow are falling
the winds ave howling 5 then cometh a sparvow, and flicth
thromgh the house, she cometh in by one door and voeth
out by another,  Wlhile she is in the house, she feeleth not
the storm of winter, but yet, when a little moment of vest is
passed, she flicth again into the stor, and passeth away
tfrom our eyes.  So s it with the life of man, it is but for
amoinent, what goeth afore it, and what cometh after it,
wot we not at all. - Wherefore it these strangers can tell
us anght, that we may know whence wan cometh and
whither he goeth, let us hearken to thew and tollow their
law.”

1t is doubttul whether the Teatonic tribes bronghit any-
thing with them frone the common home of the Aryans in
Central Asia, except exoteric fragments of some Oriental
religion, nor does it appear that they were cver fully in-
itiated, like their predecessors in Kurope, and the Clivistian
nations within the limits of the Roman Empive,  But betore
I trace down the growth of our present knowledge, 1 would
puint ent that whercas the seeds of any of the greatest
advances in knowledge or tellectual development have
heen sown amony the Latins, they have borne no fruit un-
til transplanted to German soilt T liave just said that
it is very doubtful whether the Tentonic nations were
ever inttuated, etther betore their conversion to Chiristiani-
ty, or alterwards ; and therefore they eagerly took up the
great intelleetual movement of the Reformation,  But the
leaders of the  Reformation shared in the dgnorance and
bigotry of theirnge, and endeavonred to bind all suceeed-
ing ages down to a burren worship of the letter, which has
rendered  Protestantisim, especially in its more extreme
furms, the baldest amd most exoteric of all acligions. Yet,
they threw open the Bible to all, and the light has traly
shone amid the darkness, and the darkness comprehended
it not, tor thie more or less hidden wisdom which it con-
tains, especially that of the New Testament, has done
much to counteract the evil temndency of the theology of
the reformers. To digress for a moment, let me say that
there are three very distinet meanings jumbled up e the
English translation of the Gospels, nnder the word Heaven,
In the synaptic Gospels the word is almost always in the
plural, (except where it means the sky) and is evidently
used for the Spivitual Worlds,  The sceond menning, al-
ready mentioned, is the sky, In this case the word s in
the singular, and the meaning is obvious from the context,
The third meaning is to be found in the Gospel of John,
Here the word is in the singular, and nsnally  denotes the
state whence Christ descended, and to which he was to
reti, or in plain terms, Nirvana,

But even in physieal matters, the hovizon of  Ewropeans
3OO or 400 years ago was fearfully contracted,  The carth
was of very limited extent and duration to them: yet it
was the only importunt portion of the universe, except

Heaven and Hell,  Their idens were even more eramped
thun those of the Mohammadans, (nrow as isx exoterie
T O A paper read iforo the British Theosophical Society, May 2, 1850,
+ Tho Reformation, the Circulation of the Blood, and Modirn Axtronomy
way be muntioned in illustration,
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Mohamanadanisin), for the Arabs extended their voyages
to Spain, Todia, Ching, the A Islands, Zonzibay, aud
Madagascar, and perhaps finther; anl b addition to their
rugm'ﬁing the eanth as of vast extent (i excecding its
real dimensions), they had imported parvt of the Indian
metaphorical cosmogonies, which greatly enloged theiv
ideas of the vastness of the universe,*

At length, however, came Galileo and Columlbus, and
the real dimcensions and  character of the enth and the
physical universe were discovered,

Alter this cane  Rationalisin,  demanding  that  all
knowledge  resting  on autlority  should  produce  its

credentials,  Tts misston s to sweep away the falsitics of
the past to prepuare for the future, and this wrk is as vet
incomplete, We can attord, hewever, to look on ealmly, tor
it is not our mission to desteoy, but o build ap, and the
Rationalistic plongh only prepaves the soil for the good
seed of future progress,

Next cane Geology, extending our view backwards and
forwards, far beyond the 6,000 yems of the popular theo-
logy,  Then came the discovery of the smtiquity of ma,
aind ol principles of evolution, sweeping away the materia-
listie in!cl'l)l'u(alﬁnll of Genesis. Finally, the discovery ol
spectii analysis has established the wnity of the physical
univense, and the rise of Spiritualism has openeld betore
us the vast hovizons of the spivitual universe.

Netiomally, we have cverything to encournge us, We
are not nrace that has retvograded, and although the ear-
lier civilisations may have rizen to a bigher devel than
o own, yet we are o new people, visen within avery few
centuries from utter barbarism to the station which we
veetipy at present,

But we canmot uet rid o Cu.\‘il_\' of the contracted ddeus
which previdled unnl, as it were, yesterday, respeeting
spaee and time,  Just as our Christiin: brethren, without
exeeption, Jook forwanrd to carn * Hewven” by one well-
spent lite, so are we too lable to look to Nirvana ax attain-
able by the single sustained effort of o single Hife. We da
1ot consider that we inhabit & very sall and very inferior
world, and that onre ana s still too short to reach the sun,
but lke blind nien restored tasight, we think we can tonch
anything we can see, Even as rvegards the material
universe, 1think Tanemueh within the mark in saying
that a pea placed in the middle of one of o Lrgest
parks would not more thim represent the proportion borse
by our earth to the solar systen wloner Beyond the
systenn it would take 200,000 years to count the number
of miles to the nearest fixed star,

You will axk mie, what of the necomplished vuton with
Gol, of which the wystics speak 2 This, T think 1 can
explain by referring to Swedenborg, who says that in
some of the inferior planets, the inhabitants aee permitted
to worship the angel, (or the society of angels) appoiuted
to rule over them. Inanother passage, he says that the
ligher the society, the more it appenss to the angels that
they act of themselves, but the more certainly  they  know
that they speak wnd act from the Lord alone; that s, as
I take it, from the socicty next above then, though
which the divine influx deseends to them.  Again, there
is wnderstood to be perfect commnion of thenght and
feeling within the higher socicties, so that the thought or
act ot any wember is felt as the thought or aet of all,
Henee it would scem to any man who suceeeded in placing
hinmself temporarily en rapport with such a society, that
he had beecome one with God jand his feelings would  bLe
practically incommunieable to anyone who had had no
similar experience, I this view is corvect, it will go far
to explain such idens as absorption of individuality, which
wre often used without any very cler sunl definite sense
heing attached to thew,

Again, very few gencrations sepiage the savage  rom
the sage. The links Lave existed, but ou looking back
through history they shade away,  Shall one material
existence, even on carth, be sutlicient for our development,

T Heo the story of Bulvokiya, iu the Jowbien ¥ ghts
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if it requires material existence at all 2% Infinite are the
phiases of huwmane life, even here, nor could any two exis-
tenees he other than widely ditferent, Henee anew carth-
Iy existence would be to all intents and purposes as new
a life as the twmster from one spiritual society to another,
And there must be a still greater differenee between
planct and planet, Lot us look rather to slow and sure
steps for advaneeent, than attempt to seale the Heavens
at a bound, and thus repeat the error of  the  Christians.
The carth is, (as the Arabs say, speaking of the ha)i-
table portion of the carth, compared  with theiv idea of
what is uninhabited) as a tent ina desert; and within the
vast limiits of the solar system, there mnst e, aromd
and beyond the material worlds, worlds within - worlds
of spirvitual universes, all which lie before ux, as we pass
to and fro, first, between the carth and its dependent,
spheres (for T greatly doubt if we are really in communiea-
tion with any spiritual spheres at all, exeept those ime
niediately dependent on the carth), and then from planet
to planet, our residence in each planet, inchuding restdence
in its dependent spheres, till we renele the suns, and thus:

“ From stae to star,
From world to lmnineus world, ax far
As the universe stretehes its thuning wall,”

But beyond the earths, beyowd  the spheres, beyond  the
sun, beyond  Sirius, beyond Aleyone, lies Nirvana, the
state of the pure spirits, far above any material or even
Huidic world, aned we are told that when a Buddha s
nbout to attain it, he would spuen from hime with utter
scorn the offer of becoming the kinge of a0 Deva- Luka,
(one of the highest spivitual workds), for a handred
million years; or any other conceivable blessedness, in
exchange, although his power over the material universe
has become practically infinite,
“Take all the plensures of all the spheres,

And multiply cach taough endless years ;
One minute of Henven is worth them all,

Truly, we yet stand Jow, very low on onc of the rungs of
Jacolr's Indder, with its foot in the primeval nebula, and
its hend in Nirvama, - Let us not suppose that one good
life con deserve Nirvinn, any more than one evil lite
can deserve eternnd suffering,

Howitt once seofferd at o visit to all the worlds in the uni-
verse as “rathera long journey.” Granted, nt what matters
time or space to us it we have an eternal existence betore
us 7 Al owr lives must be conmeeted together s and when
we enter 1 world, we bring onr eapacities, and b doubt
not, onr friends with us, The universe being held together
by bonds of sympathy, shall it not be the case with spirits
from lite to life 2 But T doubt if spiritual aftinity depends
on sex.  Withont caring to wo into details, 1T may say
that as I interpret. well-known facts of physiology, sex
is a mere bodily accident, and not inherent in the spirit.
Here, in states of society where the sexes are ona come-
parative ciuality, we regid the decpest :lﬁ.!:'('tiull s ocone
Jugal s but where this is not the ease, in ancient and espe-
cially in Eastern countries, the deepest affections we read
of are not always so. It ix clear that Achilles was  far
more sineerely attached to Patroclus than to Briseis, qonl
that David was far more attached to Jonathan than to
Michal.  The deepest affection, too, may somctines exist
between relatives; as in the enrious instance cited by
Miss Blackwell, of @ mother and danghter, who were so
deeply attached that when the former diedd, sh.u mne-
diately sought. and obtained  permission to relncarnate
herself as hier danghter’s child,

Let us not he led astray by the contracted horizons
and the narrow ideas of the past, but let s look upon
the past and futire as beeomes beings with fnfinite possi-
bilitics before us, in an intinite universe, i we will only
free omrselves from prejudice, and work and wait patiently,
without hoping for or grasping at everything at once,

* Dr. Temple hax shown us that the devolopment of tho race iz as the
development of the individual, winl must not  the converse be true, that
the development of the individual iv as that of the race
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ADDITIONAL NOTF,

It is sometimes argued that the other planets, and
much more the sung, are too liot or too cold to support
life s but I think it more reasonable to believe that all,
or nearly alljthe plancts are inhabited by beings adapted
to their phvsieal condition,  Still less can 1 suppose life
to be absent in the suns, themselves the centres of life
to the planets aronnd  thet,  They  are probably the
abude cither of the spivits controlling the systems, or of
spirits not wholly free from the last link hinding them
to the materiality of the system which they at present
imhabit.*  Even the prose Edda tells us that “ those not
indigenous thereto cannot enter Muspellheim” — Of course
nothing materinl as we understand the word could iuhabit
even the superior plancts, mueh less the suns,

-
HEALTH OF THE LYES.
BY PROF, D, 8, MARTIN,

The eye is one of the most sensitive and complicated
of all the organs of the hwman body, Tt is intimately
connected hoth with the brain and nervous system on the
one hand, and with the general system of the cireulation on
the other,  Inits relation with the breain, it shiares in all
the various conditions of nervous exeitement or depression,
labor or repose, T its conneetion with the general cirenla-
tion, it is affected by all irregularities of the  system, and
15, therefore, liable to injury tnany defective state of the
general health,

There are many ways in which this moest important
organ is apt to receive harm, through ignorance of the need
that. there is of cue in its use, [t is sufhicient to refer to
a few of the most frequent of these canses ;and  among
them may be partienfaly mentioned  three, viz—Strain-
ing the eyes by working tn defective, or in excessive, light—
Overwork, or eatreme vald protracted. ecertion of the
eyesight—Using the eyes when (e an irvitated or acedhened
shale,

As regands straining the eyes, nothing is more: common
than the habit of trying to work or read after the daylight
has hegun to fude i the afternoon,  Persons are anxions
to finish somcthing that they are engaged apon, amd so
continue the effort to work long atter the light is insuftici-
ent and the attempt injurions,  The members of a funily
should in this respeet keep wateh over one another, to
prevent this tendency,  Tn the same way at night, care
should be taken never to carry on any work whick strains
the eves, by an imperfeet artificial light,  If there s the
least sense of effort in using the eyes, or any want of ease
and comfort in so doing, another lamp, candle, or burner
should be lighted; or else, any wurL demanding  much
exertim of the sight should cease,

As regands overwork of the eyes, the remark  last made
applies with cqual force.  However suflicient the light
way be, if at any time, after working a while, there comes
on a xense of cffort or weariness of eyesight, the work
shoulll be stopped, Resting the eyes for a time will
generally enable i person to go on again without harmn :
this may be done cither by closing the eyes and if possible
sleeping for a little: while, or by walking ont somewhat
i the open air wnd allowing the eyes to range over distant
objects, especially green Tandseapes, instead of dwelling
upon these that are small and close,

The third point, that of use of the eves when irritated
or weakened inany way, is ome of great consequence, The
tendeney to b from this source many  arise from weake
ness cither of the eyes themselves, or of the general health
of the system,—very frequently from both together,  Any
impaired state of general health is very apt to influenee
the eyes s und persons are not aware how Litle exertion it
takes, at such times, to injure these delicate organs,
_Ji'flwcinlly is this the case during and after recovery Trom
lhiess,

* The Cods ml their nvators are always symbolixed by the ruu,
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Parents aud teachers should be earveful in regard to the
habits of children and young persons.  "They should never
be allowed to read and study under either of the circum-
stances deseribed, viz, @ after daylight begins to fude, or by
imperteet light at night,  Zartiender care shoulld also be
exercised to prevent the habit of Lolding the object
unnecessarily close to the eye, or of lowering the head
near to the object ; 12 inches being the least and about 20
inches the maximum distance for the book o work  from
the eye, in ordinnry cases. Seats ought always to be
so adjusted to the height of tables or desks, that it shall
not be necessary for persons to stoop over into a * round-
shonldered” position in order to work or to read or write,

There are also some other important points to be
observed, particularly with regard to the manner and  the
amnount in which strong light is allowed to fall upon the eye
or upon the ohjects whercon it is engaged, The quantity of
light tolernted by the eyeis limited.  We caunot look at
the sun with impunity. Even lnminous objects, far less bril-
liant than the sun, cause a painful sensation when  their
rays strike direetly upon the eye. The more uniformly the
light is dispersed and the less divectly. its rays penetrate
the cye, the more beneficial is its action,  The uniformly
dispersed daylight serves as the best example,  Every
violent and sudden contrast between light and darkness,
1s disagreceable, and becomes  injurious if frequently  re-

peated.  Flickering light is likewise unpleasant and fati-
guing.  The simultancous action of luminous contrasts is

nlso harmtul,  Suech contrasts are produced when a bright
light is covered by a dark shade,  The small space light-
ed is intensitied by the broad dark zone of shadow around
it ; and under the influence of snch contrary  states of
illumination, the eyes me strained and so - tire easily. A
shade of gronnd glass or poreclain, covering the e and
ausing a somewhat subdued but wniforn illamination, s
far preferable to o dark shade,  Tu o these materials we
possess 1 powerful means of softening a dazzling light by
dispersion of its rays,

Another matter of care is, that we should not directly
fuce low windows theough which the light strikes, Sky-
light or light from above, is the best ight for all work not
requiring a bent position of the head, and, thercfore, de-
serves a far more general application in the construction
of factories, workshops, schools, and other buildings, or in
the methods of artiticial ilhonination,  In writing or simi-
lnr handwork, the light should strike from the left side, in
order to avoid the shadow east by the right hand ; and in
all cases it is far better that the light should come from
above than from below,  ¥or this reason, those window-
shades that raise and lower from the bottom, arve preferable
to the ordinary ones that are rolled at the top, or to the
window awnings that shut out the light of the sky, and
awlmit it only from below. Tt is, thevefore, important that
pavents and teachers in schools should also see to it that
pupils do not study with the dircet rays of the sunshine
fulling on the book, or desk, or Hoor, and that they do not,
on the other hand, sit divectly facinglow windows, as the
eyes become dazzled by either of these errors, and  injury
may result,

When there is perceived any great sensitiveness of the
cyes towards very bright or excessive light, towards white
and retlecting objects of work, or towards the retiection of
the sun-light from snow and other white swrfaces, the use
of speetacles with plain light-bluce or gray (so-called London
smoke) glasses is generally safe and a great relief and pro-
tection ; as it softens the painful brilliancy, without inter-
fering with ready sight.  Blue veils, to some extent,
answer the same purpose as blue glasses.

Tn any case of persistent uneasiness, weakness, or other
observed defeet of the eyes, veeonrse shiould be had prompt-
ly to a competent oculist.—Popular Health Alinanae,

————— —

AT WHATSOEVER MOMENT YOU CATCH YOURSELF TRY-
ing to persuade yonrself' that you are particularly humble,
be assured that then you are farthest from humnility,
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[Continued from the May number, |
THE VEDANTA PINILOSOPIIY,

Expounded by the Suciety of Benarves Panditg, and translated for the
PHEUSOIIIST,

BY PANDIT SURYA NARAYEN, SECY.

The subject of our last discussion was that Purushér-
tha (human effort) is the Aarow’s serpent that overwhelis
the result of the Priiravdha actions, 'This enjoins Jiva to
tuke an uninterrupted course towards Purushdrtha for the
knowledge of those things which niay sueeced in putting
to an end the troubles of this life from its root, that they
may not in time see the light again, "The troubles of this
life are fourin nuwmber :—(1) relating to thebody (GTw),
(2) relating to the mind (R1A8),* (3) relating to beings
(GIII:TW".H@F), and  (4) relating to a tutelary or presi-
ding deity (STWNZEF), The first gronp includes the va-
rious sorts of diseases with which a man is attacked ; the
seeomd come in the form of some desire or object, anger,
thought, and the like ; the thivd sort of trouble which is
expericneed by Jive is set on foot by the agencey of ma-
terial beings, as, for instance, serpents, tigers, and various
other hurtful ereatures ; and the fourth or last, is that
which is brought about by the ageney of spivitual beings.
Though there are special means of annililating the mise-
ries above referved to, still at the smne time there is every
probability of their recursion at any time.  As far as the
present subject s concerned, it is worthy of notice that
man should promptly take in hand the attainment. of the
knowledge of those things only which may extirpate Iis
troubles and leave no room for their gernns to grow again,
This is what we mean by the distinction between the
spiritual (SUEAT) and non-spiritual (FTEA),

If the misconception of o thing results from the un-
conscionsness of its real nature, it is quite clear that the
knowledge of its true nature will efface from our memory
the inacenrate impressions of things so long made.  As,
for example, the figure of a picee of rope in the dwk in-
volves the existence of the different kinds of llusions ;
viz, a serpent, a rod, or a strenm of wine, &e, ;3 while the
true knowledge of that rope which makes the sweet bells
of any one’s intellect jangle out of tune Is sure to subsido
the fumes of existing delusiveness enused by his ignor-
anee,

In the same manner it is simply the nnconsetousness of
his real nature that makes Jiva cast his regards about
him as a doer, or an cunjoyer, &e., whicl, in case, whenever
he recognises his real nature, passes into empty air. Most
people say that the Vedantis (fullowers of the Vedanta
doctrine) who are not exempt from the actions of this work-
ing day-life, ave surcly aceessories hefore the fact and wash-
ing the blackamoor white, if' they deny in being ealled
doers or enjoyers, thongh  they safely enjoy the results of
their actions at the same time,. But this is, in fact, 2 mere
wisconception of those who view the subject In this light,
for this Jiea being a portion, or rther a reficeted beamn of
that Great and Glovions fountain-head of light must neces-
sarily be similar in qgualities attached to the forner,  As
Brabma does not possess the quality of a docr or an ¢n-
Joyer, &e, so does Jiew, and this end ean be seeured by
merely knowing his real form ;5 for this bady, the seat of
our efforts, which is made up of the five elements is not
the Jire we mean, and if we do that, it will bring into
light a dend set upon our arguments, the result of which
will prove o perfect Babel, 1t is this. Supposing this
Jiva to have o beginning awd an end  like the body, the
performance of such meritorions actions as yiving alns to
the poor, showing mercy upon living beings, speaking the
truth, neither himself committing theft nor instigating
any other to do so, amd venerating Ishwara (i’l(), &e.,
is worth placing in the back ground, becanse there is no
chance of that Jive who is dead now to come into exis-
tence again i all his perfeet linenments as before to enjoy

® By this word the Vedanta doctrine whicli is ‘very similar to that of the
Sunkhya, signifiesjan internal organ standing between the organs of percep-
ti on aud of action, as au ¢leveutborgan whick partakes of the natuye of both,
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the results of those actions which vemained dormant in
his previous existence.  We are thus led to conelude that
man undergoes the happiness or misery of this world with-
out any eanse, because, when there is no transmigration of
soul, how can we come to the point that the happiness or
misery as mentioned above s due to the actions done in
previous life,  (This is tuken into consideration in - that
casc only where there is no divect or straightforwarvd canse
of their occtrrence ina present life), and also it gives
rise to this defeet that Jfira enjovs the fruits of these ac-
tions, whieh he las not. done, and is deprived, instead of
it, of the fmits of those which have not been done hy
his agency,  The organs of the body (31%7) ean never be
ealled Jewe, heeause this chemieal combination of atoms
and moleeules (body) is not totally brought to ruin i the
absenee of any one of them, and that man ean live as deaf,
blind, ;and duamb, &e. Similarly we cannot. designate the
vitality o the vital action ot life (Rl‘ﬂ) as Jiva, heeanso
it is destitute of senses,  As, for example, if & man takes
away anything from near a man lost. i sleep, the vital
setion thomgh at work at that time, eannot  determine
what happens near the man,

After having made manitest. the above statenient, we
i away with the notion that i (the cleventh or-
wan) eannot also falfil the requived conditions, When
man is gleeping soundly, he s gnite destitate of mana,
This gives vise to a defeet as inone of the above state-
ments which furnishes Jire with the enjoyment of the
result of the actions not done by him awnd the destruetion
of those bronght. into exercige m the present life. Ano-
ther defeet is when onoman awakes from gleep he says e
has slept wmueh, and had no regand about any other thing
Now one slitld not. reecolleet, this fact when he s
asleep, beeause reeollection is due to things onee seen in
a wakefid state and that he camot form an idea of that
thing which he has never seen. Had this nnconseions-
ness not heen expericneed during sleep, its vecollection
would never hiave heen hrought into licht when awaking,
But we have alveady said that GiT7) and (83) are both
absent during sleep, then we shall have to say that it ixJiva
only who has that uneonsciousness in view,  Therefore,
mana (the cleventh organ) is not Jira,

Jive who s existing in all times, i e, o sound sleep,
dream or wakeful state, is throwing light everywhere and
is as free from the disgnises as Bralwa,  Hoe being a por-
tion of Him whose influence pervades the whole Universe,
is not a doer, or an enjoyer, &e., and breaks loose from the
fonr kinds of troubles enumerated above on recognising
hig real form or nature.

u'l.'\'q'.
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[ Froy e Conovno (CEYLON) EXAMINER.]
TILE TIHFEOSODPIUSTAS.

So far as we can understand the doetrines of this so-
ciety. or, to speak more correetly, so far ax Colonel Ovcory
has let us know them from his lecture, there is nothing in
them to provoke the hostility of any veligionists, The
Theosophists avow that they hold no article ol faith, they
oppose none, and are veady to welcome all elasses of beliet
and shades of upinion into the Universal Brotherhood of
which they are the apostles. They are mere searchers
atter truth, and they nvite all classes and conditions of
men to assist them in their scarch.  The human utellect
has busied itsclt with this search from the earliest ages,
and the myth of the Golden Fleece and the Holy Grail
are examples of a. phase of human faith which finds per-
petual repetition even in our days of advanced civilization,
whon railways and telegraphs, and the electric light—not
to mention less recondite agencies of physical force—have
well nigh disillusionised the mind of its tendency towards
mysticisin and the traditions of the superstition.  Never-
theless, that there is a latent prineiple in us which hankers
aftor the wnknown, a longing to get at the nnkunowable,
is sufficiently attested by the multitude of well-educated
men who have devoted their lives to the solution of this
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FOR THE trUeH, but so long ns their seareh is made with
great problem, They have all confessedly been searching
due humility and earnestness, no man who has a firm
faith in what he believes is the truth, and  the excellenen
of his own system of faith, can quarrel with the Theoso-
phists,  Their minds are a fabde rvasa, so to speak, and
ready to reccive impressions,  And it is left to those who
difter from them to step in and impress their voligion on
them if they van. As owr information goes, no one in
Ceylon or olsewhere has attempted this, thengh o Ceylon

Journalist has permitted himself the privilege of atincking

thom,

A polemieal comntryman of ours, we hear, ehallenged
them to a publie debate, but this they declined to aceept.
Abnse and public debates are the worst. instruments of
conversion, amd if the Theosophists despised  the one and
declined the other, they have acted with commendable
pradence.  They tell us they have a conseientions mis.
sion to perform, and we see them labouring carnestly in
the discharge of their sel-imposed duties,  They may be
mistaken in their mission, and theiv lahours may e al-
tocether vain,  Still the spivit of vesearch which they are
now striving to infuse into the minds of our torpid eonn-
trymen camot, but fail to lead to good results ; espeeially
it the prineiple of Universal Brotherhood which they ad-
vocate lead to the demolition of the most pernicions and
demoralizing enste system which, in spite of the doctrines
of eqnality and fraternity preached by Gourama Bupni,
still enthrals the people of this country.  Dut, says their
adversary, these are dangerons men ; though they have no
dangerous ductrines to teach, yet by their exanple they
teach people to throw oft the vestraints of all existing reh-
gions : they preach against Christianity which helieves in
a divine T'rinity, against Mahimnetanisin which believes in
one God, against. Hinduisin - which believes in many gods,
but they favour Buddhisim which believes in no Gad, We
think this is vot a fair statement of the case. The Theoso-
phists say they have examined the various systems of
rehigion which prevail in Karope and Ameriew and are dis-
satishod with all of them, that from reading and examin-
ing the different systeris, they have discovered in Bud-
dhism the glimpses of many excellent truths, buried in the
dusty corrnptions of many ages and - that they have come
lieve personally to study Buddhism,  Surely there ean he
nothing in this  that is subversive of morals or of goml
Government.  lvery man who professes a religion neees-
sarily denies at least by implication, the truth ot all other
veligions than his own,  The Theosophists only go a step
finther and deny all religions without an exeeption.  But
they do not stop there,  They believe in a futnre state of
happiness or nisery, they obey  the dictates of their con-
seience, some deny  the existence of a personal God, Init,
all unite in inquiving after a closer knowledge ot the at-
tributes of Cod, Thus far the pieture is grand, but when
the Theosophists talk of initiations and shiboleths, we can-
not help thinking that they are clogging a truly noble
cause by the adoption of vapid formalities,  We are told
that the Theosophists are in possession of faculties which
were once ageribed to magic, and that such faenlties ought,
not to be tmparted except to the initiated, and even
amongst the initinted, not to all but to the most approy-
cd of them.

The so-called oceult sciences and the black arts have
long been exploded,® and though the votaries of modern
spiritualism would seem to have revived faith in the old
direction, it would be impossible in this matter of fact age,
an age which refuses to take any thing on trust, be it ever

"o highly recommended, for any attempt to lead the mind

out of the groove of the inductive logic of cause and effect,
to succeed at the end. We have neither partiality nor
prejudice for the Theosophists ; we believe they are actu-
ated by the very best and noblest of motives—that of
clevating their brother men, irrespective of easte and color,
to the higher level of a Universal Brotherhood, In this
great. mission they ought to command the respect and the

* Perhaps not,—Ed, Tigos,
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sympathy of all true philanthiropists, thongh, as in the case
of all reformers they mnst be propared to encounter ob-
stacles and opposition, and even obloquy ¢ but if, as we
doubt not, they believe in the greatness of the work before
them, and endenvour conscientiously to earry it out, no
lover of his kind will grdae them whatever sueeess they
may achicve,

LALLNVTS TP

Tt highly geatified onr Delegates to Ceylon to find that
not only every educated priest. and Iayman, but the un-
edueated people of that Island also, knew the possibility
of ma’s acquiring the exalted psychieal powers of adept-
ship, and the fuet that they had often been aequired, At
Bentota we were taken to a temple where a comminnity of
500 of these Kahats, or adepts had formerly resided. Nay,
we even met those who hal quite recently encountered
such holy men ;and a certain cminent priest who joined
mr Society was shortly after permitted to see and exehange
some of one gigns of recognition with one, It is true that, as
in hidiacand Wy pt, there is a prevalent idea that the termn
for the manifestation of the highest grades of rahatship
(Ruhet ov Arakal is the Pali equivadent for the Sanskit
Rishi—one who has developed his psyehical powers to their
fullest extent) has expired, but this comes from a mistaken
notion that Buddha himselt had limired the period of such
developient to one milleniwin after his death,  To set this
matter at rest we here give a teanslation by Mr, Freederie
Dias, Pandit of the Galle Theosophical Society, of passages
which may be regarded as absolntely authoritative, "They
were kindly eolleeted for ns by the ehief assistant priest
of the Parmananda Vilare, at Galle-~ K,

MeMoraNpun,

AN opinion is almost universally current among the
literary class of Buddhists that the period of the woild

for attaining to Ralatship has expived, and the present
Tt

age is ouly a theoretical period of the Yoga-system,
this opinion is crroneous, is evident from the unerous
passages of the Buddhistienl Seriptores where the Dhydna
system s deseribed and  the practical course of contemp-
lation discussed.
Ralatslip, the following are extracted :—

“Pigha Nikaya”  (Scetion  treating on Dhyina

System.  Parinibberien Suttan.”)

Techa  Subadda Dhikku
Toko A vaduntib.,

“ Hear Subhaddra.
Rahats if the Yogis iy dispensation will and teuly per-
form my precepts.”

“ Manorada Pivani Angottara Atawieva,”

Sammd Vikhavelynn  Aswnno

Buddhanondi parinilbenado wassa sabooee Méwa Jrttisaan-
bhida  wibbattetun sablenti tdoparancha Abhivni tlopi
dsalbenta  ting wijje wibbantenti gachehanti Z‘clluhi/:[ -
battelun Adalkento sullavepanaka hont,

Within a period of one thousand years from the temn-
poral death of Buddha, the sacerdotal order will attain to
that grade of Rahat termed * Siwnpilidimbinpat Rahat’
(the Ist order). At the lapse of this period the saecrdotal
order will attain to the grade termed < Shat Abhigna’
(the 2ud order). In the conrse of thne the sacerdotal
order will attain to the grade * Tividdhya' (8ed ovder).
After a further lapse of thime this grade will also cease,
and the priesthood will attain only < Suska. Widarsaka’
(+th ordor.)

Among these four grades of Rahat a lHmited e is de-
tinedd only to the frst order.  And no defined period is
assigned to the previdence of the other three orders,

< Milindepprasua,”—By the Ruhat Mbgasend.

* As apond is kept lled up with water by the continnal
pouring of vain; as a conflagration is kept up by feeding
the tire with dry wood 5 as a glass is lustred by frequent
cleaning ; even so hy the invariable observance of the en-
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joined devotional vules, and by indefatigable exertion to
lead o pure life on the part of the priesthoad, the world
will not be devoid of Rahats,”
So it is evident that the attaimpent of Rehatship has
e d(‘ﬁnml ]wriml,
(T be continnnd,)

——ep————

SOLAR VOLCANOLS, OR SPOTS U'PON
THE SUN,
BY D, ¥ DUDLEY, M, D,
Counnillor of the Theasoplical Nociety.

Having with our four-ineh, clear apertnre, Clark and
Son's telescope watched  during the past. months,  those
portentons spots npon the smi's disk which have of late
exeited such general wonder sid eausel redoubled atten-
tion ameng astronotners, 1 contribute the following in the
hope that it nay interest some of your nmnmerous readers,
miseellaneons as they are in nadionalities, ereads and taste,

The elaborate little strument. velvrred to, is nneaeel-
led in the delieney of s definitions. Tt developed on
Sinulay, June the 20th, soine thirty-three specks on the
sun : the largest asolitary one ;) the others grouped into
two distinet  clusters, situaied  thousads of miles apart,
Around the weclews of some of these, not only  the wabie
but the penvinbrd were most signally and vividly por-
Irayed,

Whoever has funilinvized himself with the useof tha
precious instrnment, the Ophtholivoseope, inthe investiga-
tion of diseases of the reting of the eye, may forin a gra-
phic wdea of those telescopie appearanees @ inastich as
the image of the sun, when condensed by the 4-inely
refractor upon  the dittle speeuling employed by us, re-
sembles i its gencral aspeet, size and contour, the view
thus obtained of the above-muned visual structure, More-
over, to enhanes this likeness still more, those phenome-
nal spots tinting the great Bye off Day. typified most
surprisingly some of the pathologieal eonditions of the
retinal tunic of the hunan eye, giving it all the precision
ol a photogrnphie picture,  Indeed, so impressive was this
similitude, that donring our observadions we  fonnd oupself!
abstractedly giving thought ta the ease as one of ‘bigmmv
tation, with ancimia and atrophy of the choroid and vetinal
\'«-sxn-ls.

From day o day, frone hour (0 hour, even while we
wore watching thew, those solar spots underwent visible
changes 5 some becme extinet, others beeame bridged ;
smne two or three coaleseed, while new ones of varying
forms and grandeur hurst into existence.  Finally, one of
the two clusters totally disappearad, while the others be-
cime enlarged and so materially altered that instead of
remindiug us of the retinal specks of o disensed eye, the
spots had gathered themselvesinto the foroy of o miniature
chiet of that Hawaiian group, spotting the Pacific: Ocean,
which our Englishc cousing prefer to style the Sandwied,
Ishinuls,

In the last named condition, with slight visible altera-
tions, that cluster remained nntil the monsoon burst andd
we were precluded, Tor some ten days from the making of
further ohservations, during  whieh tuterval, it had with
slight exceptions disappeared.  Opportunely, however, one
large spot had just advanced 1o the sun’s limh, thus
yielding an obligue and  conseguently  instructive view.,
Twao days later, when we obtained another sight, all had
vimished 5 while at present, only three or four eompara-
tively unimportant specks ave fo be diseerned,

Notwithstanding the remarkable changes in loeality
and configuration which these spots ave scen to nndergo,
to the easnal gazers who from time to time peep in upon
our delieate speenlum—the size of a shilling picce—~they
always appear as but so many insignificant dots from a
sputtering pen. Yot, to the intelligent observer who,
knowing their distance of procednre—some ninety mil-
lions of miles away—these same tiny dot prints tell him
of vast wd mighty convulsions-—convulsious of Rery Huids
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mul flaming gases—thie sublimity of which we earthly
mortals ean form no adequate eomeept of. transpiring Wpon
our huge molten solar centre 5 whose photosphere  thus
bestivead, awakens irradiations which fructify the orbs of
its planctary system,

Relatively with sueh encrgies,
consternnting of our mundane forees, the most
our eataclysis, display hut a foeble impulse,

In trtliy the only sublunary rupture which enn con-
vey to our minds even a faint picture of these solar dis-
turbanees, is that of the venowned voleano of Weonna Lo,
on the largest of the ]m-\mukl\ named Islands of Hawnii.
This picturesque mountain rears its eamel-shaped hup
from the verdant tropics into the regions of cternal snow,
where, npon its summit, vawns the unfathomable emter
of Moluwaiweoreo, throngh whose twentyv-four
encireling jaws, it ocensionally regnles with thundering
pyrotechnics the inhabitants of the whole avehiepelngo, Tts
lurid Hlames illuinate the high heavens, whenee by re-
fleetion, seintillations are shot Lo a great distanee around,
upon the wide, wide ocenn,

Still, it is ot the illmminations of this siwmmit erater,
which particulirly convey to onr minds an idea of the
titanie powers at work upon the sun’s surface : but that
of the great. Kilavea, sitiaded vpon the smne mountain,
some ten thonsand feet helow that of VW okwawreamero and fonr
thousawd above the level of the sea. This stupendons and
ever active erater, enclosing within its deep nnd precipi-
tous walls o sea of molten lava—vast enough to engulf the
whole mountain of Vesuvios and sublime it at one blast
of its plutonie fivmaces—exhibits to the visitor, - minia-
ture speetacle of what we conceive to be taking place upon
our dazzling haminary,

Here, mnid the ronr of iery waves, of hoiling, foaming
md collapsing Hguids, Tige masses of dgneous rocks and
vitreous lava, uplifted iy the esenping gnses, ave harled
into the chilly atmosphere above, where they  explode
with the violenee and hissing veports of bomb-ghells, Here
also, in this fiery gulf, among other fitful signs of disorder,
may be observed doe P vortices opened by the evelonie mn-
tion of the glowing fluids ns they are sucked back into the
entrails of the earth,

In short, this tronbled erater, environed as it is with o
series of vast smoking termees whose high  coneentrie
walls poing to the varied epochs of its pristine grandenr,
the whole resembling o gigantic amphithentre of more
than a hundred miles in - civenmnterence, would, were it
possible to teansport ourselves and teleseope to the oo
—two Indred and forty  thousand miles away from us—
pw‘u-nt to the eye of the observer, using this ulass, a
Jue-simile of the solar spots el their sulmlunlnurs o
penumbrn, a8 they appear from our globe Hnough the
mstrument,

Thus much for Kilanea, the largest and - most imposing
volenno now  existing on  this pluuct During its most,
terrifie onthreaks, it might possibly  ejeet ineandeseent,
rocks and other materials ten or fifteen miles in the air:
its smoke and ashes may  at times be wafted o thonsand
miles away ; while its shocks and groans may have been
noted at double that distance,

To those who have not witnessed the results of such
tremendons forces, this relation will perhaps appear ex-
ageerated,  Yet, according to the observations of the late
Rev. Father Seeehi, some of those superh solar eruptions
hurl their Haming materials millious of miles into space—
even to that perplexing display known as the zadineal light,

At any rate, they embrace a field so vast that our earth,
if plunged into the depths of the vortices, would be but as
a pen dropped into the devonring erater of Vesuvius,

Now these molten elements, oscillating from tempes-
tuons voleanoes to maclstroms whirled around a dark ver-
tical axis by the alternating respirations of its internal
ferments—for such under whatever photospherie theory
we adopt, the solar spots undoubtedly are—must necessa-
rily under the law of correlation and conservation of forces
work important changes ; such would be the conveision of
heat and light into magnetism and cleetricity, which re-

the most. notable and
violent of
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act, producing, as above intimated, vital effects through-
out the whole planctary system. Viewed by this light,
they heeome not only of interest to the astronomer and
meteorologist, but particulnly so to the physician and
pathologist,

Ulmn owr envth countless speeies of mice mcm»]m al wrerms
await but the requisite conditions to spring into lifes by
swarming myriads,  Each of these vepresents, in like ex-
peetaney, clowds of others ton diminntive 1o be visible
even by the highest. magnifiers @ indeed, so wonderfully
infiniteand ethereal are  they that measured by the
former they would be but as ants compared to oleg hants.,

Now every new change, every new  phase, eruption or
irradintion of the solar ml» produces meteorologieal maodi-
fications furnishing conditions upon which ]wnnls the evo-
Iution of some one or more species of these tiny myriads :
and presto, in the tenin of such events, life to firmaments
of deleterious orannising which eomne into existence—con-
taminating every breath of aiv with their imperceptible
presence,

Notwithstanding this philozophy of evuluhnn, the read-
er should not become alarmed, ~ For in the very ratio
that every new solar |wltm]).mun viclls that magical foree,
that vitul gpark, to develop life in one genus of deleterious
orgunisig, o it is cortnin that this same mysterious agent.
semds ont influences which are banetul and mortiferons o
an ecqual nmumber of some other noxious  genus alrendy
abounding,

Thus the wheel inrns, the senles nare equibalaneed and
order ever maintained.  Thus, from solar and other astral
commotions Huctuate thronging armies of invisible, bat
all the more insidions and  powerful cnemies,  ‘Thus, the
subject heeomes not only pleasant, but an obligatory study
to the physiciin, who must e ever on the alert to dis-
eover and trace these, intrieate connections with the phe-
nomenn of disenses i order 1o avert, combat, or remedy
them properly and promptly.

Fanatically biassed indecd, must be that intelligent.
being—rather that pitiful eftigy of one—who cannot both
admive and revere the elevated  sentiments and devotion
of those ancient ]u'npl(- such s the Hindus, the Zoroas-
triams, the Egyptians, the Peruvians, the Mexicans, the
Hawaiians and, in truth the forefathers of most, if not of
all, races and ereeds who, notwithstanding their appavently
absolute isolation in some eases, by some common mys-
terious instinet, adopted that mighty sphere, that Celes-
tinl Eve, Lord of Day, Governor of Seasong, Source of our
Light, Heat and other vivifyving ]nmclplc as the most
fitting Symbol of the Great and Incffable Lient or
Licirs,

2, Clare Road, Bombay, July 1880,

THE THEOSOPITISTS IN CEYLON,
Colombo, 8th July.

My last letter brought up the history of the Theosophi-
cal Mission to the arrival here, and the delivery of Colonel
Olcott’s first. lecture at. le(‘]iﬂ(- Ilnu‘:e The sced- thonght
that the Theosophists are sowing is that, while no one
religion contains all the trmth, no one that has ever made
AUY PrOgress among men ]l.ls been devoid of some  part
of the truth, nulth.lt it we will all unite ina friendly
way to sift the ancient religions of Asia, we shall find the
werms of every faith that has been evolved sinee the
Aryan period, ” This programme of fraternal co-operation
scems to captivate all the Asiatie people, possibly because
it is so flattering to their strong race pride. Never was
there seen such an enthusiasm mnong  the Buddhists as
this visit has awakened,  Towns vie \\1t11 cach other for
the honour of receiving the strangers as publie guests, and
the erowds that have been thronging to hear Colonel
Oleott’s speeches are immense.  He has had the ablest
interpreters in the island, along with some of the worst,
but the idioms of the English mul Singhalese languages
are so ditferent, and the Idt.h'l‘ is so b.n(, of all tcum
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reluting to mudern scientific discoveries, that the speaker’s
ideas have sometimes been knocked a0 good deal out of
shape,

The visitors sluplk(l in Colombo nine days before
proceeding to Kandy,  During this time Colonel Oleott
made six nddresses to eager -uu]icnu's—-mw to about
4,000 persons, at Widyodaya College, the Buddhistieal
high or normal school, where priests are instructed in
S.lusl\m Pali sund Elu by that greatest of Singhalese
scholurs,  Hikkaduwe .Sum.uwulu the  High lm:,t of
Adi's Peak,  Instead of one |)l'dllLll of the 'l'llcqmuphicul
Socicty at Colombo two were organized, of which one is
purely Buddhistic, and the other composed  exclusively of
frec-thinking € lnlatl.uns wnd  ex-Chrstinns,  The  latter,
which will aceupy itself only with the oceult scicnees, is
the fruit of a public lecture upon that fascinating branch
of study given by the Colonel at the Racquet Court,
The vote of thanks on that oceasion was moved by Science
Master James of the Colonbo  Acidemy, o pretty  goawd
proof of its quality. At his lecture at the temple of the
famous priest-orator, Megittuwatte at Kotaheina,  the
crush was somcthing foauful, The temple was bravely
decorated, amd in tront of the canopied  preaching-desk
hung o feaned deviee in blue and gilt, comprising the seal
of the Theosophical Socicty and its title in Luge  letters,
At the gatherings at Cotta amd Kelunie, there were trinm-
phal arche 'S, tlu-'s and a profusion of festoons and  stream-
ers in \\]ntx, ullus or the young leaves of the palin-tree.

The delegation lett here for Kandy on the 9th of June,
and  were reecived by almost the whole population of
that ancient capital of the Kandyan kings. The unga-
low taken for them was besicged, of course, and hefore
laying oft’ their travelling «huw the visitors reccived ad-
dresses of weleome hnm a conmiittee of Kamdyan chiefy,
and one representing a Buddhistic Literey Socrety, The
next morning ceramonial visits were paid them by the
chicet pricsts ut all the great temples. At 2 oy Colonel
Olcott went to the ]).nl.ul.t Maligawa, or Temple of the
Tooth Relie, to speak ; but the pl.uc was so packed  that
he lnulmsul an zulJ(;lumucnt to the green Esplanade out-
stde, ol addressed them tfrom the uc~t of a browd wall,
The next evening the Colonel Tectured at the Town Hall
to an English-speaking audience, on “ The Life of Sakya
Muni and its Lessons,” Tt wis received with el appro-
val, though a protest was made at the close by a Chris-
tinn speaker, supported iu i noisy way by knot of Native
converts, when some ]‘:ul'npcnn gcntlulnun present came
on the platform and apologized tor theiv radeness,

The following morning Colonel ()Iu»lt met . conven-
tion of chicts aud high ])llc\t'i at the Tooth Temple to
discuss the state of B ml(llnslm and to wive thend his plans
for a revival of Pali literaturve, ol the dissemination
throughout Western countries of the facts respecting Bud-
dh's doctrine 5 which plans were fomd to be practical
and were .npluuvml In the afternoon he suddvessed anothier
monster andience from the wall on the Esplunade,

The next day, Snnday, the ThHEOsOPHISTS went to
Gompola, whilom the seene of a famous |u||um||s con-
troversy between the Megittuvatte and the missionaries,
The Colonel spoke from a temporiry pavilion erected
for the puepose,  The Mohundrn of the place enter-
tained  thom at tithin, and when it was time for the
train the enthusiatic crowd removed the horse from the
curiage in whick Colonel Oleott, Mine,  Blavatsky, Mr,
Wimbridge wand one other of the party role, ad drag-
"ul it themselves, At l\.uul\' tlint (-\'(nllw the l\.llu]\’
lllho‘iulllllt.ll Saciety, another Buddbist ln.uuh was orga-

nized with Mr. Pannabokke as President ol other
high class men as incumbents of  the other offices,

The highest compliment that can he paid by Singhalese
Buddhists to any guest is to exhibit to him the world-
famous Tooth Relic.  Enshrined in a0 nest of jewel-stul-
(lc(l gultl alu| sll\’cl and Ll)sl.ll l[v(l/()/Nl.\ ur lllullllll-slht]w(l
covers, the gifts of various sovercigns and chicts, this
ullegeld n,lu. of the divine Bmlullm is guandal \\'ith the
closest care 1 a tower in the inner court of the Dulada
Maligawn, It is kept in the upper roun of the tower,
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within a cage of ivon bars, and the tower door is secured
by four |u(|\s the keys of which are respectively held by
the High Priests of the two principal temples at Kandy,
the Devamilama or special  custodian, and  the British
Government,  The pevmission of cachr of these must be
obtainal betore the relic ean be exhibited,  The necessary
artangements were this time attended to by the Buddhists
themselves, and at an appointed hour the Fheosophists
were eseorted to the temple and met by the Kandyan
chicfs in their national conrt costiume, headed by the
venerable Devanilanma soud his colleagues, the chief ]n'icsts.
The party were required to remove theiv shoes hefore
entering the sacred precinet, and were given a private
view of the relic by the light of the Jamps that caused
the precious duagobes and their inerusted gems to sparkle
with a dazzling splendonr.  Of the relie itself we need
not speak, sinee it has been desevibed in detail more than
onee, exeept that it most assuredly was never anchored
in o human jaw,  When it was Druited about that the
relic was to be shown, there was o great rush ot people to
have o sight of it, and adter the privade view was over the
loly bone was removed to the lower rooin of the tower,
al the crowd was allowed to file by o nake their
peegee il wifts,

The sume day the delegation returmed o Colombo and
stopped there three lays, cullllnlt-ting the urg;miz.'ltiulluf
the Colombo Theosophical Society, which starts with a
publication-fuid of over a thousand rupees; and that of
the Lanka Theosophieal Soecicty, the scientifie braneh above
adverted to, receiving favewell visits and addresses from
priests and Taymen, and exponnding theosophical views,
by the mouth of the President, in publie leetures, On the
ISth of June they lett for Galle and intermediate places,
declining on that day ten invitations to visit diticrent lo-
calities and Sln-:lk.

Travelling southward at Hovitadwa a leetnre was given ;
at Panaedure they were again Inlued at the priest’s rest-
house of the old Mudeliyin Andris Perera, who with some
of his sons and son-tu-law jnilu't] the .s‘m'it:t_y; nl'g:llliscil
the Panadure Bramely Society with M Mudeliyar Kerna-
ratine, Supreme Court Intevpreter, as President; passed
througl s popular jubilee at Bentota, where there was a
nitle-long procession, fourteen teivmplad aeches, ten or
twelve miles of ol decorations lining the roads; an oration
was  delivered h_y the Colonel, and 1u that .\‘inglc lluy
cnough members initiated to forne astrong braneh society.,
Thenee they went to Galle, rested o couple of days,
and then pushed on to Matarn, the ancient seat ot Pali
learning in the Low Country provinees,  Upon reaching
the township bowndary line the visitors were et by
the largest and most juteresting procession yet. formed in
their honour,  Besides Smlrh.llcw Higes sl Danmers in
profusion there were h.uulnmuc tlnnnp]ml virs, i revolving
miniatnre temple, aomarionette vior hung aronnd - with
mannikin figures of - gods, rgahs and ladies,  Groups of
dincers representing Singhalese demons capered about,
and men and lm_ys i old national costwme moved t]n‘ullgll
the swaying measwres of the nmateh,  twirled the quarter-
stafl to the sound of musie, and performed a0 very interest-
ing sword-dance, in which cach actor alternately ents wld
pawries ns he goes right and left oonmd the eirele,  Both
sides of the rowd for four miles were Jined with the white
ollas Inttering trom strings stretehed between stakes ; the
procession required  two hours to cover the distanee, and
the Theosophists were heartily whd to get to the spacious
bringalow assigned for theiv ocenpaney, ol take a little
rest. The front of the house presented w gorgeous ap-
peitimee truly, it being covered by flags ol green pals,
andd the pillars of the verndah hung with coconnnts in
token of welcame. The Colonel spoke twice at Matara,
and although the party were there auly two days, a branch
society-—the seventh since coming to the islnd-—wis form-
ed s amd besides initiations, visitors, sl the eating of
tifting, there was a gl conclave of about one hundred
Buddhist priests, who let oft at Colonel Oleott. two addresss
s, in Pali and Sunskrit, abounding in Oviental figures of
speech,
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The vext objective point was Weligoma, o town which
gives its name to one of the ripest Pali scholars in Cevlon,
a priest whose writings are favournbly  knowre in Euaropue,
Here theve was an oration, the usual erowds, streets gny
with bunting and ollux, the fiving of guns ina fon-de_jon
and wovepast at the rest-house, o travellers” ungalow.,
whielvis delightfully situated at the margin of the sea,
Thenee onward to Galle awain, where they  now  are, wait.-
ing for the B, Lostewner that, is 1o take them hack (o
B(.;lIIID(I_\'.-—])iIlII('l’I‘. July 31,

The Pioneer's correspodent appous (o have entively
overlooked one of the most iln]ml'tnllt events of o (fey-
lon visits,  On the #th of July the Convention of Biud-
dhist priests elsewhere alluded to by ux, met at Galle, and
listened toan addvess frome Colonel Oleott wpon the ne-
cessity of reviving Pali Titerature, amd the special duty
that, restel upon them as its sole custodians, There-
aponc they mmanimonsly adopted s resolution to per-
nnently ogmize as o Beelesiastical Couneil under the
anspices of the Theosophical Society, and every priest
present, ot previonsly initiated, applicd for il was daly
received into onr Parent Socicty,  This Convention was
entively composed of picked men —of sueh as were recoy-
nized to beJeaders o their vespective: seets 3 Tenee by
this one meeting the Society enormously  inercased its
strength and prestige in all Buddhistie conntries,

The profonnd agitation eansed in Ceylon saciety by the
visit of owr Delegates oay o ganuged by a0 single faet s
While we were there three Chiristinns of Galle were minde
isane by browding  over  our arguments against  the
sufficieney of the basis of their veligion,  Poor things
their behief was evidently fonnded wpon faith vather than
Jogie,

On the 10th of July we went by invitation to Welitara,
a village between Galle ad Colombe, to organize oy
sevently and dast. Buddhistic braneh,  As an illustration
of the thonghtful kindness shown s evervwhere we may
mention that, thongh we were only to spend afiow hours of
daylight at. Welitin, we found ready  a lurge bungadow
completely furnished, wvery article of” furnitwre in which
had been speciadly sent down from Colombo by the mil-
lionaire Muadalayar My, Saapeon Rajapakssa, At this village
are the temples of two eminent priests, the Revs, Wine-
Lo and Dlgonanadankan, of the Anvrapuri seet, Boe
siddes fonding the Welitia Theosophical  Socicty—with
Mr, Baltassr M. Weerasinghe, Interpreter Mudalayar, ax
President—uwe admitted thirty priests of the two viliares
above mentioned. Thus was gatherad into the Parent
Society the last of the eliques, or schools among the Bud-
dhist priests, and the last obstacle to a practical exposition
of Buddhism betore the world vemoved,

The permanent organization of the Galle Branch. on the
evening of July T was the last important. business
trinsacted,  On the morning of the [3th—the figty-secenth,
day sinee we pit foot upon Ceylon soil-—wé embarked
on the B 1 Cols steamsliap Clecnede tor Bombay, which we
veached on the 24th after a0 stormy hulfetting of eleven
days by the S-Woomonsoen,  Again the Number Seven
asserted itself, the 240h of July being the serenty-sereath
day sinee we sailed frone Bobay for Ceylon b In faet,
the part which the Namber Seven plaved in every essen-
tinl detail of this Ceylon visit is so striking aud mysterious
thut we reserve the facts for s separate article,

————e e

THE FAMILY OF THE "MAGORES 18 ANMONG THE MOST DiIs-
tinguished in Bengal,  Their deseent i that part of
Indin is traced o wocertain hole Brabmin of the cleventh
century,enmmed Bhatta Navayana, who was one of the five
priests ealled by the then reigning sovereign, king Adisur,
from Kanonj to regenerate the people and their religion,
The Orientad Mixcelluny tor July in an interesting article
upon this great tunily, says that of the scions of the house
pow Jiving the mast distinguished ave Baboo Debendranath
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Tagore, the Hon'ble Maharajalv Joteendro Mol Tagore,
Rajahi Sourindro Molo Tagore, and Baboo Colley Kristo
Tugore,  Bahoo Debendranath is the vespected President.
of the Adi Bradone Samaj. Malisgabh Joteendro: Mol
is a Mewmber of the  Legislative Couneily il one of the
native nobility, most honored sl most highly - esteened
by the Kuropean community,  Like his uncle, he too has
been decovated by her Majesty with the Companionship
of the Star of Tndin, and to hime the Native Community
are indebted for the preservation to them of the Doorgali
Pocjah Holidays.  His hrother, Rajah Sonrindeo Mol
Tagore, is one of the wmost decorated men Jiving,  Not
only is he a Doctor of Music, ut also Knight Commander
of the Ovder of Leopold of Belgium 3 Kuight Connander
of the Ist class of the Order of Albert of Saxony ¢ Cheva-
lier of the Tperial Ovder of Medjidie of Turkey andof the
Royal Portnguese Military Ovder of Christ s Knight of the
Simnese Order of Busabamald ; Knight of the Gurkhd Ovder
of Sarnsvati, Sangita Ndyaka wnd Sangita S{gaa of
Nepanl 3 Founder and President o the Bengal  Muosic
School 3 Honorey Magisteate, Justice of the Peace el
Fellow of the University ot Caleutta : Member of the
Royal Asiatic Society, and Fellow of the Royal Society of
Literature, Great Britain and Irelaand 5 Honovary Mewber
of the Royal Asintie Society, Ceylon; Honorary Member
of the Roval Swedish Musical  Acidemy, Stockhohn ;
Officier de Plnstrnetion: Publique and Othicier d"Acade-
miv, Paris ¢ Associnte Member of the Royal Aceadey of
Sciences, Letters and Fine Avts of Belginm ¢ Corvespond-
ing Member of the Musienl Socicty of Amsterdan 3 Foreign
Membor of the Roval Philological and Kthnographieal
Institution of Nethevlands Tndinc at the Hague 3 Corres-
pronding Member of the University of Geneva s Socio
Ouovarto of the Royal Acadeny of St Cecilin, Rome : Socio
Onorario Societs Didasealica Tdiana 3 Acendemico Corris-
pondente of the Academy of the Roval Musical Institute
and Ovdinary Member of the Oviental Academy of Flo-
rence 3 Socio Corvespondente of the Roval Aeademy of
Rafiedio, Urbine, Haly ; Bene-Merito of the Roval Uni-
versity of Parnan ;. Socio Co-oporatore of the Academy of
Pittagorien, Naples 1 Socio Onorarvio of the Phillavmonie
Academy of Bologna ; Honorary Member of the Arehaeol-
gieal Society ot Athens, Greeee 3 Socio Onorario of the
Ruynl Acudemy of Palermo, Sicily @ Patron of the Athe-
mewin of the Royal University of Sassari, Sardinia ; and
Honorary Member of the: Phillamnonic Society of Mcl-
bourne, Australia g &c., &, & Baboo Colley Kristo is
well-known for his noble acts of charity,

The Rajab Sourindro has, nevertheless, many medals to
get hetore e can ope to vival Prinee Bismark whose,
manly breast, it is estimated, would have to be twenty-one
teet wide to enable iny to wewr his vavions decorations
and orders of knighthood wnd nobility,  They nmumber 482,
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Lt will supply adong-felt nutional want—that of some
ongan through which nutive scholus’ could muke thems
s&vcs felt in the Furopean and American worlds of thought,
No Hindu need shrink from comparing the intellectual
monuments lett by his ancestors with those left by the
progenitors of any Western people. The world Tas uever
produced but one Yedie philosophy, and the fivst to tathomn
the natire of the human soul were the Rishis.  Sinee the
TurosorHisT carcfully abstains from politics, und its plan
15 one of a Universal Brotherhood, it shonld be welcomed
by every scct and people thronghout the world,  And as
it recognizes the Aryans as the fathers of all whgmus and
scicnees, Hindus owe it their enthusiastic blll)poll "—The
Awmrite Bazar Patrike, (Caleutta) September 11, 1874,

¢ voenThough it takes the reader off and far away from
the beaten paths ot Western classics, few can afford to
undertate the indications of thorough  scholarship and
celeetic philosophy with which several articles of this
number are replete.’—Bobay Review and Ludian Ad-
vertiser, October #, 1879,

* eeeees Lhie present number is well got up i contains o
number of exceellent articles on the sllbiccts of Theosophy,
sSpiritwalisin, & The journal prowises to achiove
much suceess and  prosper.’—Inda-LPrakush, (Bombay)
October 6, 1874,

“veeenThe new periodical will probably obtain an ex-
tensive eircalation amongst the Natives,"—Slalesinan,
(Ualeuttan) October 7, 1879,

* veeene We llwve no space to do justice to all the articles
in the present nuber of the TheosoruisT,  That it is
credit to its promoters, no one will be disposed to deny.
The get-up is excellent for a Bombay press. The Throso-
ruist should tind many readers.”—2Lhe Tudica Spectutor,
(Bumlm_)) October 12, 1874,

St iy needless to point out that a monthly magu-
zing under hier (Mme Blavatsky’s) auspices cannot Dut
become o periodical of strong interest for the large and
varied public lying between the two religious extremes—
utheistic materialism on the one side aiud simple orthodoxy
ou the vther.—1'he Pioneer, (Alluhabad) October 11, 1879,

“eee. We can only say this much here that the issuc to
hand fully meets the expectations that were formed
it as to the matter it would contain. - We wish every suce-
cess to the journal it so richly deserves."—.Nutive Opinion,
(Buluba_)) October 26, 1879,

....The Jul.usul'ulsl' made its appenrance, as pro-
mised, on the 1st of this month, and any one whose curio-
sity has been avoused by the mission of Madwe: Blavatsky
and her fricuds from Americy, may find juch to interest
thenmt in a perusal of the varied contents of the new
magazine. .= The Tones of Indta, October 15, 1874,

“rThere i o tone of elegunee wind scholarship about
the whole of this periodieal, which almost s European
reawders to envy it The truusltions of the Indian saered
docunmients given have the advantage of being revised
by Hindus and there is, necordingly, a decidedly Oviental
aspect to the whole work, whicl contrasts with the attempts
certanin German speculators have made to scee the Vedas
throngh the specticles of Vaterland it not of Vater,  All
students of Oriental lore who have derived their ideas
trom the current philvlogical treatises, which are, in fact,
chictly mere dilutions of Schleicher, wust peruse this work
for themscelves, and, if they Lave patience, will be able
to understand for themscelves how some Hindus aceept all
the sacred writings of the East. A perviodical of this
nature being published at the present moment st attract
some attention on the part of the intelligent Hindus, who
(at least some of them) have not been .lltom.,tlur ground
down under the Mahomedan religion of the Rast, Still
there is not & word in this paper which is offensive to any
class of theologinus, To show that it is a thoronghly

learned production, it is merely neeessary to indicate that
the nwie appearing on the cover as conductor is that of
H, P. Blavatsky, the erudite author of “lIsis Unveiled,”
amd one of the greatest living Orientalists,. We wish that
the 'I‘m,usm'}lhr did not come out as far o us Boinbay,”
Lublic Opinion, London, Noveniber 1879,

“ L dt s somewhat stiange that the Yogao philosophy

I with its wmysterions rites, which had ahoost died in India,

amd which every edneated native was taught to ridiculs,
should receive help from this unexpected quarter, and
promise to rise agnin to be a disputed guestion.........But
whatever suceess the journal night attain in arresting the
progress of materialism, or in gaining over wlvoeates Lo its
catise, it s none the Jess cevtaiu, that it shall prove on
other grownds eminently wseful to our eonntrymen,  The
large Tnunanity it breathes in every colung, the Universal
Brotherhood it advoentes, and the sympathy it oxtends to
all classes of people cannot but make it popular and at the
same time usetul....,.”—Nuative Opiwivie, November 30,
1879,

“ e Btis alarge, well-printed journal, full of interest-
ing reading, wuch “f it contributed by natives of India,

ol
.unl atording an insight into the religions thought of lhv

fur Kast..."— The \Innluulaxl (l,umlun) Octuber .i[ 879,
Pt e .We greet our contemporary as a noble tuc, il

wish 1t all success in the dowmin of utility......"—The
1'/4(‘1{:.«1;/::'4' Dheguirver, (Madras) January 11, 1850,

“The THEOSOPHIST has now outlived the necessity for
i triendly notice frone its older contenipurarics.  But we
have tuken such interest in it from the beginning of its
career, it has so well justificd our interest, that we need
no excuse for returning to it for the fourth time.  The
enrrent (Jannary) nimaber is teeming with topies of peculiar
vilue to the Indophile in science, art, and philosophy,
while to hin who “reads as hie runs,” its columuns open up
fresh avenues of thought which, like so many new dis-
coveries, il hing with ullul surprises and temd to expund
his nrrow vision,  In this respeet the establishment of the
TarosorHIsT marks nnew era in the history of modern
Arvyavirt; sud every true Avyan heart will beat in unison
with this expression of vur sincere hope that the Thro-
SOPIIST may have a long, prospervus and useful career,..”
Bombay Review wnd Indine Advertiser, January 17, 1850,

“The February number of the THEosorsT has just
been published, and it is perbaps the miost interesting fur
i the lovers of mystical lore of .m) of the series.........
| Lhe Boudbay Guzette, February 3, 1850,

“Tts list of * additional subseribers’ throws a balo of golden
health over the colanns of this mentl’s Tikosor HIST,
This is satistactory.  *The feast of yood things’ with
fowhich this Illsty suterer monthly prov l(llb the l)lll)llb has
i recetved pecession of strength and savour fron s Parsi and
|

. Moslem contributer,  This too is sutistactory. ... —

Bombay Leciew and {ndice ddvert iser, Februry 7, 1880,
‘ “ e busy Theosophists have tlu«uly ereated o
© widle interest in their tluings...”-——’l'/w Hlavbivyer of Liyht
| (M:/buu/‘m) March 1, 1880,
‘ Cevvees s regardy lllL vhjeet in view in coming to hudia,
we ol see that auy other vesull but guml i comg
of Tomest cndeavours to bring about o better, s closer
intimaey in thonght, word and action between the various
rices to be found in the East, especially between the
governing and the governed, We believe most siueerely
that by fir the larger lmltivm of the evil that is at work
in our pussessions in tlu, East, way be attributed to the
wide gulf which separates the European from the Native,”
——The ( l'l/(ult Liwmes, June b, 1880,

“The Turosoriist for May is mpidly increasing its
merits as a higl-cluss literary orgun....We marvel at the
beanty and acenracy with which This magazing is edited,—
[ Lablic Opingen, June 12, 1850,
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! Diwan  Bahndur to Ilis llighness the

| Maharajah of ‘Lravancore.

i C. . llogau, sy, Foreign office, Simla.

' Kilpadi Ran Rao Lsg., B, A,

Maujor R. 8. Thompson, Otliciating Deputy
Comuissioner, Buldana,

Ingol Kishore Lal, s,

K. Venkoobhachari Ioxy., Sceretary, Avyn
Sy, Hospet.

Babu Kali Prasann Mookerjee, Assistaut
Lingineer, Buksar,

b
|
|
'

lixecutive

Divison,
Muttusami Lillai;  Esy.,

Pamiugton Public Library.

Y. Kukolum, Esq., Overseer, Public Works
Depurtment, Pnchmarhi,

Babu Dwarkanath Roy, Accountaut, I V,
S. Ruilway, Mooltan.

Ishwar Prasad Siugh, Isq.

Dr. Juwushedji Mannockji, His 1lighness
Niz’s Government.

Babu Shamacharn: Bhattu, Pleader, J udge'’s

| Court, Berbampore.

Engineer, Attock Bridge

p. Secretwry,

Dulpatrnm Pravnjiwan Khakar, 19z,
Ldueational Tuspeetor (Cuteh) Bhuj.
Major D. M. Strong, 10th Bengul Lancers,
Peshawar,

V. Muadhavrao Nuidu, Lsq.,

Lala Ganga Ram, C.E,, Lixceutive lingi-
neer, Amritsar,

! Obhoy Charan Punday, Lsy., Clerk of the
Court of Small Causes,

Kirty Chunder Chowdry, 13sq., Assistant
Lingineer, Culcuttn,

|

Ilis Ilighness Kunr Lakshman Sinhny son
[ of the Raja of Bara.

Lal Mukund, Jsq., Head Clerk, Ollice of

Gunwantizun M. Mehta, Iisy., Secrciury,
Babadurkhanji High School Reading
Room, Junagur.

C. W. Nallatamby, Esy.

Hari Ruoji, Esq.

Hukmat Rai, 1.

D. Sawuo Huoscuun, Fisy.

Khan Saheb Noor Khan, Honorary Secve-
tary, Anglo-Hindustuni School.

Nawab Movkurramood. Dowlah  Baladar,

Rawm Nath, Esq., Deputy Movnzerim, De-
puty Commissioner’s Cuurt, Bharaich
(Oudh).

Thakur Dass, L., Ilead Clerk, Treasury
Oflice, Dera-Ghazi Xhan,

Talockehund Manockchand, I8¢, Master.

11is Highness Duji Roj, Thakur Saheb of
Wadhwan.

Vazanji Kallianji Desai, Esq. L. C. E

Motilul Jiwandis, Esq.

Ganesh Krishia Apte, Esy., B.A., L.CE,
Assistant Engiveer, Dharwar,

FOREIGN.

John R. Meister, Isy.

Stephen I’ M. Tasker, Esq,

F. W, Percival, Esq,

Juo. Turner, Exq.

S. Hockley, Esq.

D. J. W, Edirvisinghe, losy,, Chief Sur-
veyor's Oflice, Galle, Ceylon.

Dr. W. G. Vandort, M.D., Colombo, Cey-
lon.

Sumpson  Rajepukse, lisq., Mudeliar of
the Governor's Gate, Colombo.

J. Wettha Singha, Leq.

Israel Homer, 125,

Edward I' Perern, Esq., Proctor, District
Court, Colombo, Ceylon.

Richard Adriau Mirando, Esq,

James Lerera Jayatiluka, Is.

Don  Abraham  Leonardus  Abeyesckere,
15:q., Panadure, Ceylon,

Duvid  Ferdinandus  Obeyrcekere,
Interpreter Mudeliar,
Tungalle, Ceylon.

A. 5. Ding, Esq.

Stephen Yeter de Silva, Esq., Interpreter,
Additioual Courts, Matara,

Charles  Amardus de Silva, Lsq., Proc-
tor, Galle, Ceylon.

Don Charles  Phillip Wecerakoon, Josq,
Galle, Ceylon,

T. N. Cripps, Esq., Kingslon, Jumnicn,
West Tudies.

Miss Mary Chapmau,

L. D. Smith, Esq,

Messrs. Triibner nud Co,, London, Ting-
lond,

Mumne. H, C. Calear, Editor of the * Spiri-
tualistisch Munudwerk,” Hoag, 1lolland,

Messrs. Kirkland, Cope & Co., Loudon,
England,

Mme. M. Gebhard, Elberfeld, Germany.

Geo B. Strom, Bsq., Gi N, Telegmph
office, Shapghae, China,

| DTS
Dixtrict Court,
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