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Sl’KCIAI. NOTICKS.
I t  Id u v id c u t  t h a t  t h o  T m o a o r i l i v r  will ull 'ur l o  ndvurti.scr.s u n u s u a l  a d ­

Van tage*  in c i r c u l a t i o n .  \ \  e h a v e  a l r e a d y  . s u ln c r ih e r s  iu e v e ry  p a r t  of 
I n d i a ,  iu C ey lo n ,  J h i r m a h ,  a u d  on  t h e  P e r s i a n  41nlf. O u r  p a p e r  a U o  ^ uca 
t o  ( t r e a t  l l r i t a i u ,  F i a n c e ,  ( t e r n i a n y ,  l l u n r r a r y ,  (I reecU, .Ku«>la, ( 'o n s t a l i t i -  
n op le , h i f y p t ,  A u s t r a l i a ,  a m i  N o r t h  a iu l  .South A m e r i c a .  T h e  ful luwi iii ;  v e r y  
m u d e r a t v  r a t e s  h a v e  ln.cn  a d o p t e d  :

Ainiiirmisn Hati.3.
H r . i t  i n s e r t i o n . ........... Iti  l i nes  a n d  u u d e r ..............1 Kupuo.
F o r  e a c h  a d d i t i o n a l  l i n e ...............................................I  A n n a .

S p a c e  is c h a i n e d  fo r  a t  t h e  r a t e  of 1 -  lined  t o  t h e  in ch .  &pc» i.d a r r a n g e ­
m e n t*  can  h e  m a d e  f o r  l a r ^ u  a d v e r t i s e m e n t * ,  a m i  fo r  lo n g e r  a n d  tixed  
pu i io ds .  t o r  f u r t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  c o n t r a c t *  fo r  a d v e r t i s i n g ,  a p p l y  to

Muaai is .  C O O l 'K K  & Co.,

Adverti>i iii 'A.L 'e id-*,  IJiHifci-ellciM a n d  1'uhli^hcrj*, M e a d o w  S t r e e t ,  F u r t ,  
l i o m b a y .  *

T u  s r i i s c u i i i E u a .

T h e  Snh-Heriptioii p r ic e  a t  w h ic h  th o  T i i i i o s o r m s r  h  p u M N i c d  h a r d v  
cover.i  i o - t  t h e  d e M - u  in e ^ t a h l i . h i n -  t h e  j o u r n a l  h a v i n g  b e e n  r a t h e r  
to  r e a c h  a  v e r y  v\ ido  t i n  le of  r e a d e r - ,  t h a n  t o  m a k e  a  p ro f i t .  W c  c a n n o t  
a t l o n l ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t o  "en d  s p e c i m e n  c o p ie s  f ree ,  n o r  t o  M ip p ly  l i h ia i i e »  m i - 
ci eU cs ,  o r  in d iv idu a l*  g r a t u i t o u s l y .  F o r  t h e  Mm.e jea.>on we a r c  o l . l i - e d  
to  a d o p t  t h e  p la n ,  now  u n iv e r sa l  in A m e r i c a ,  of  r e . |u i rh i ic  .n.il .Mj-ihers to  
p a y  in a d v a n c e ,  a m i  of  .^ toppin^ t h e  p a p e r  a t  t h e  e n d  ot  t h e  t e r m  p a id  fo r .  
M a n y  \ e a i \ i  o f  p ra c t i c a l  e \ | » e r i c n c c  h a i  co n v in c e d  W e s t e r n  p u W i- l i e r s  th . i t  
t h i s  >\ , ' teni  o f  ca>h p a M i i e n t  U th e  l*e>t a u d  iuo%t s a tU f .u  toi y t o  h o th  
p a i t i e *  ; n n d  ail rc>|»ci ta li le  j o u r n a U  a r e  n ow  c o n d u c t e d  on  thi.*> p lan .

Su lM cr ihc i*  w is h in g  a  p r i n t e d  r e c e i p t  f o r  t h e i r  r e m i t t a n c e ,  n i n , t  >end  
:? tam pi  fo r  r e t u r n  p o ^ to ^ e .  O th e r w i s e ,  a c k n o w l e d - 'm c n t*  will l»e m a d e  
t h r o u g h  t h e  Jo u rn a l .

T I . e  T h i . u m . n i u t  u i l l  ii |>|>viir c a c l .  l u u i . t l i .  T h u  r a t e . - ,  f . . i  t . v . . l « c  n u m  
, r s  " *  l , " t  *c '-’  t l l  " ‘ W  i - - l u i . i l . ,  K o y a l  I t o  t i l < | , ,  „ f  l u a , | j „ L. i i i a l t t , -  

•ISO c u l u i n i . a  i n  a l l ,  a r c  u s  f o l l m v ,  ; T «  f c m l w .  i l . c n  ih a n y  l . a l t o l  I n . l i a ,  
l . s .  0  | .u r  a n n u m  ; i l l  ( V y l n u ,  K s .  7 ; iu  t l i u  S t r a i t ,  S f l l l c n i c n l . , ,  « ' l i i n. i  J a l . a n  
a u d  A u s t r a l i a ,  iu. 5 ; in A f r ica ,  K u io p o ,  a m i  t h e  U n i t e d  * t a t c * t t. 1*. H a l f
y e a r  j I l K l m l  I U .  4 ; b i n x l o  c o j . i e ,  a .......is  1 2 .  K t l u i t t a l l c f . ,  i n  i . , „ | a i  s t a l l . . ,
m . u t  I.U a t  t l . u  r . i t u  o f  a n n a s  1/ t o  t l . u  K i i | . c u  t o  c u i c i -  . l i s i o m . t .  T i n -  a l « . n -  
r a t e *  imcIimIv |H » , ta K « .  A . ,  , r , u  U  i »  t U  U » , i t
U n t i l  t h  , s  r , . u l t , , l ;  l i t . /  1I„ : , r / «  U

» {  t 'C I "  -  l i t * ; ; ' U , I  K c l i . l U a n t t ' . s  s h n . l h l  t ,u l u a . l u  iu
M o n e y - o i - t l i T . ,  l | , n „ l „ ,  Di l l  e l . c . , u UH. |., i- T r o . i M u y  I , i l l s ,  i f  in r u - U t u r w l

"IV1' I  l l“ >'a l , !° " “ 'i' ' t n  tl iu  I’u o i ’i m  lu l l s  UK Tin . T iu . . t e w i l l» - r ,  
JU o ,O i i^ ' a u m  b a c k  h o a d ,  i j o m h a v ,  Jm l ia .

U l!« ri.a,-.l .<uai-Ucl,,  C, IV-c-a.Iillv, W .  ; N V « - V o r k ,
S. K. W ull ,  t o  , , a , ,  Il , , .a , l „ a y  ; Jla»., . Co ll .v  an i l  K i th ,  !l,

ri'|C * ‘a t e  ; t  h i t n ^ o ,  III .  J .  C. l i u n . l j  .H.-, I^i Si,llu S t .  A m u - k a n  Mil.- 

U I 1  "  '<!■ Tl,  i l l u a . l

T  l  I  E  T  H  K ( ),S O  I  * 1 1 1  , S r l ’ .

BOM IJAY, ALKJUST 1 s t ,  1880.

I l ic  K.litois discliviin xvsjiou.sil.ility lor- oj.iiiioiix t xi.icssi .1 
by cmitiilmtor.s in tlii'ii- urticlca. t i r ra i  lutitiulc is allon.il  
to curi'<-.s|ioii(lotiU, ami tlioy ulono an; iiccjiuitabki f,„- wlu.l 
tlivy wnti.-. Kfjcctcil MtSS. aro imt n.,tnnic«l.

T1IK niTOIIEIt AM) VuVKMllKIt HMI’KS OK THIS .K.l'itX VI. 
i ' l l 1!-’ ii'l'iinti'il, new .'iibsci i l in s  u l,..  vvisl,* t,l
mvo tl.cir year 1..-I,, witl, tin- (Jctolifr ininilicr, will i,oH 

Ijo cliarywl aima.s .-i-Iit a.I.IiLional to m ver  llir extra
Lost ot tin; ruimblication. Tlio.se who order llieir sub-
.serijition.s to .late In,in the December, or any late, i.ssm-
l>ay I U  <i only, J '

WlTllol'T THE HKI.I’ (>K hlloll'I'-ll AN I) WHITEItS IT WILL 
lie inipossible lor eitlu*i the President or ( 'orrespon- 
diny Seeietarv, to answer the letters which, upon return­
ing from Ceylon, they find piled u p o n  their desks. Ami 
short-hand writers are not to be had at  Bombay. I t  is 
hoped, thereiore, tha t  those new aud old friends who 
may not receive the acknowledgments always .so consci­
entiously made to correspondents by the officers of our 
Society, will kindly regard the fact as unavoidable aud 
benevolently excuse it. Those who have seen the work 
that is done daily iu tlie executive offices a t  Bombay, can 
realize what must have confronted us on castin.' the first 
glance a t  our respective tables, as well us th c ° n w essity 
for the present apologetic paragraph.

O C R  8 ECO X1)  YEAR.

Like all other pl. usant things, our first year's relations 
with the 'I'llKi.s.> H I I s t ’s  . suh .scr i lH .TS ale about to term i­
nate. The present is the eleventh number, that has been 
issued under the contract, and the September one will 
lie tin; twelfth and last. Thus every engagement assumed 
by the proprietors of the magazine has been honourably 
and literally fulfilled. I t  would seem as though they 
were m ti t led  to (he acknowledgment of this much even 
troin those croakers who prophesied the total, proljably 
speedy, collapse of the enterprise, l>oth before and after 
the first number appeared.

The case of the Til Kosoi-il 1ST calls fo ra  Word or two 
ot j.artiiulai comment. Even iu any large city of Eiiiojh: 
or America, it is a very rare thing for a periodical of 
this stamp to survive the natural indifference or hostility 
..t the public tor w hole y. ar. Out of scores of attem pts 
made within our own recollection, tin; successes are so 
tew as to be scarcely worth mentioning. As a rule their 
term ol existence has been in exact ratio with the lump 
sum their projectors have been ready to spend upon them. 
In India the prospect was tar worse ; for the ]tcoplc are 
poor, cut up into innumerable castes, not accustomed to 
take in periodicals, and certainly not to patronize thosyput 
forth by foreigners. Besides, and especially, the custom 
has always been t,. give two, three and even nioro veins* 
credit to .subscribers, and every Indian publication adver­
tises its respective cash and credit terms of subscription. 
All this we knew, and both Anglo-Indian and Native 
journalists of the largest experience warned us to antici­
pate lailnrc ; under no circumstances, they thought, woidd 
it he possible for us to make succeed among so apathetic 
a people so strange a magazine, even though v\e should 
give unlimited cicdit. But as our object was not profit, 
and a.s the Society badly needed such au organ, we decided' 
to make the venture. A sum large enough to pay the  
entire cost of the magazine for one year was set aside, 
and the lirst number appeared promptly on the day announ­
ced— October 1st, IS7!I. Believing thal the credit system 
was absolute!)- pernicious, and having seen the universal 
adoption in America ot the plan of cash jNiymeut in 
advance and its un mixed advantages, we announced tha t  
Ihe latter would he tlie rule of this office. Tlie results 
are already known to our renders; in the fourth inontU



th e  magazine reached, and beforo the half yoar was gone, 
passod (rliat ticklish point where income and  expenses 
bulanfco each i.thor, and its success win an assured fact. 
Many subscribe™ have been so anxious to have us succeed 
tl i^t th  ey havo sunt u s 'the ir  money to  pay for tho m aga­
zine. two years iu advance, aud otliors have told us wo 

. may oount upou their patronage as loug as thoy may livo.
I t  goes without.saying tliat tho projectors of the Thko- 

sormsT liavo boon inexpressibly delighted with the alTec- 
't iona to  response to thoir appeal to the  Asiatic people for 
support in i.n  nttem pt to snatch from the  ilu-t of obli­
vion tho treasures of Aryan wisdom. W hat heart  th a t  
W iis not made of stono could lie untouched by so much 
devotion as bus boon shown us ami our sacred cause of 
human brotherhood ! And it is our pride and joy to re­
alize tha t  all these friends have clustered around ns, even 
when we wcro undoi- tho heavy burden of tho suspicious 
of tho Ind ian  Government, because thoy have believed us 
to bo sincere and true ; tho friends and brothers of tho 
a rden t  sons of Asia. If onr first year bewail in uncerta in­
ty it  closes all brigh t ami full of promise. W here  our 
mngazino had ono well-wisher then, now it has twenty, 
aud by tlio beginning of tho third year will have IIft.y. i t  
liaa become a necessity to hundreds of young Aryan pa­
triots, who love to know what their ancestors wero so 
tha t thoy may a t  least dream of emulating them. I t  has 
won a  place in the regard of evon Anglo-Indians, of which 
class many in inlluoutial positions time it. I ts  merits as 
an oriental magazino havo boen acknowledged by n nu m ­
ber of the first Orientalists of Europe, who have been by 
it introduced for tho first t iino to some of tho most learned 
of Asiatic priests, pandits  and slinstre.cu. In  another pbico, 
m this number, will be found a few of tho kind words thut 
have been said to aud about us, at this and tho other 
sido of tho world. As to our present s tand ing  with the 
Government of India, the letter from tho ex-Viceroy, 
Lord Lytton , mid the leading article of the Pioneer, (p r im ­
ed respectively iu the February  and .lime numbers) us 
well as tho appeal from tbe Director of Agriculture, 
N.-W. P. for help, which uppeared in Juno, aiuko nil plain. 
In short, tho Theosophical Society, and its organ, tho 
Tm:080i*insT, aro now so lirmly established th a t—entirely 
apar t  from tho t>plendid results of llio mission to l!dyIon, 
troated  olsowhero in a soparato article—every lover of 
t r u th  may well rejoice.

W ore wo inclined to boasting  wo m ight hold out very 
attractive inducements to subscribers for the second volume. 
We prefer to let our past performance stand ns guarantee 
of what wo will do iu the future. Wo havo engaged so 
juany valuable articles by tho best writers of Asia, Europe 
and America tha t  we have no hesitancy in promising 
that the  T h k o s o h u s t  of 1880-81 will be still more in terest­
ing aud instructive tlmu it has been for l8 7 ‘J-80. N a tu ­
rally, the Ceylon voyage, aud tho taking into tho Thcso- 
sopliical Society of every lhiddliist priest iu the Is land 
of any reputation for ability or learning, will lead to 
such a  complete exposition of .Buddhism in these columus, 
by tho ineu best qualified to speak, as must a rres t  uui- 
versnj attention. No Oriental magttzine in the world 
could ever point to such an array  of learned contributors 
as the T hkosoi ' hist  may already prido itself upou.

Thero will be no ohaugo in the terms of subscription, 
as wo wish to make it  possible for oven the poorest clerk 
to take the magazine. Our friends must not forget tha t  tho 
American plan embraces two features, viz., the subscrip­
tion mouoy must bo in tho m anager’s hands beforo any copy 
is s e n t ; and llio journal is discontinued nt I lie. expiration  
of the term subscribed for.  Theso two rules are invariable, 
and thoy liuvo been announced on the tirst pngo in every 
issue, as may be seen upou referring to the Publisher’s 
notices. Tbo September number is, therefore, the last 
thati will be sent to our present, subscribers, except, to such 
as have paid fo ra  fu rther term. A ndes  it takes time both 
to remit money and to open a new set. of books, we advise 
all who wisli to recoivo tho November num ber a t  tlio 
usual time, to forward the ir  .subscriptions a t  once. W o 
must a g a in  request th a t  all cheques, huudis, mouey-ordors,

reg istered  letters  and other remittances on account of the; 
magazine may bo made to tho order of “  the  Proprietors; 
of tlib T h e o s o p h i s t , ”  and, to no one else.

‘ ’ ■ ■ t 
------ •------- , ' .

F R U IT S  OF T IIE  CEYLON- M ISS IO N .' .

From the  narratives th a t  have been transferred to  these 
pages from t he Pioneer mid other sources, our public has  
already learn t wlmt a splendid reception our Delegation 
wns given in Spicy Lanka. These narratives liuvo includ­
ed some descrip tions of the  pageuuts, processions, aud  
hospitalities >»ivcii iu their honour. But nothing th a t  has 
been or can be written, will adequately convey an im ­
pression of the almost royal welcome wo received from 
our Buddhist brethren. From tho moment of our l a n d ­
ing to tha t  of our departure, every day was made by them 
a jubilee of joy nnd fraternity. Our every want was an t i ­
cipated and provided for. H o u b c s , furiture, servants,food, 
carriages—all were plue.od (it our disposal. W h en  wo. 
moved from village to vilhige'it was in privato carriages, 
or in mail-coaches specially chartered for our use. W e 
wero entertained and escorted by committees of tbe most 
inlluential gentlemen ; aud the most eminent priests iu 
all the Island invoked the bloated influence of Buddha 
mid tho holy Rahats  (Uishis) upon our heads ; some of tho  
most aged coming often a  dozen or twenty miles afoot to 
pay us the ir  respects. In  eight weeks wo founded seven 
Buddhistic Theosophical branch Societies, aud one—the  
L iuka Theosophical Society, a t  Colombo— especially for 
the study of tho Occult Sciences. In  this short period of 
time wo initiated more now members than in all our 
eighteen months iu India. Tho Theosophical Society is 
now bettor s ituated than any other body iu the whole 
world to secure a thorough exposition of the resources of 
P.di literature, and tho preliminary steps towards that 
eiul have id road)’ been taken. At one stride our Society 
lias, through the alfectiouato zeal of the Buddhist p riests  
and laymon, been pushed to tho very front of the move­
ment for Sinhalese regeneration aud religious reform. W o  
havo taken no sides in sectarian matters, arrogated  no 
authority, made no rash promises, asked no privileges 
except that of assisting tho Buddhists themselves iu tho 
grand work th a t  is contemplated. W ith o u t  seeming in­
vidious we cannot hero single out individuals to thank for 
kindnesses. To one and all, personally and on tbo spot, 
wo did this. But there are certain priests whose names 
will over bo held in grateful recollection iu this Society, 
since to them is mainly duo tho magnificent fruits th a t  
crown our mission. These are the Jtevs. Hikkaduwo 
Sumangala, M ohottiw atteG ununande,Potuw ilaIndrajo tti ,  
BulatgHina 1'. Sunuiuatissa, and Piyaratana Tissa. Others 
were cqmdly willing to help but prevented by one causo 
or another from doing a g rea t  deal. Ju s t  before leaving 
the Island, Colonel Olcott called, a t  Galle, a convention of 
priests and submitted a plan for the organization of a  
permanent Ecclesiastical Council which was Unanimously 
adopted, and th a t  body will soon convene and d istribute  
the work of translating such of the most valuable portions 
of Buddha’s own teachings ns have not h itherto  been 
accessible to European scholars. On the following dny 
thero was a general meeting of tho Presidents of the 
seven Buddhistic branch Societies to receive instructions 
as to the work th a t  will be expected of them.

W ith  tho fatuity th a t  always possesses them, the  Chris­
tian missionaries and their  party elected to attack our 
Delegation with b it te r  and unscrupulous hostility. N o t 
content Lo “ leave well alono,”  and permit two millions of 
loyal British Buddhist, subjects to enjoy without moles­
tation tho religious privileges to which they are entitled 
under tho Constitution, theso idiots rtished a t  them and 
their friends, the Tlieosophists, with mud fury. Calum­
nies and l ie s  of all sorts wcro circulated ; and every tneaus, 
cxcop ttha t  of mimly public discussion, was adopted to te r ­
rorize tho mild SinhaloBO. They failed, of course,for if the 
Natives had been ever so ready to be cowed— which they 
wero uot—tho Delegatesof ourSociety were made of different



stuff and returned blow for blow. A t  Panadure (incor­
rectly written Pan turn) they plucked up courage enough 
to challenge Colonel Olcott to publicly debate the  divine 
origin of Christianity, bu t suffered such an ignominious 
defeat, as the best authorities say, they had never m et with 
before. T heir  champion on th a t  occasioit wns made so 
ridiculous th a t  he was followed to th e  railway station by a 
booting and jeering crowd, in which wero many Christians, 
it is said. Among the stupid falsehoods set afloat by our 
enemies was one th a t  the  R igh t Honorable Lord Lindsay, 
M.P., F.R.S., one of the Councillors of the Theosophical 
Society, had repudiated his connection with us ; the fact 
being th a t  th a t  eminent savant and nobleman, in a letter 
of May 20, accepts the  position iii question with “ cordial 
thanks” for what he kindly designates as tho honour done 
him. The 'C hris tian  party were fairly and publicly w arn­
ed at  Kandy to leave us alone and mind the ir  own busi­
ness or they  would m e  the day. They would no t listen 
to reason, and consequently will lose more ground'among 
the  Sinhalese within the next tWo years tlian they have 
gained during the pasfc two centuries. Truly they  verify 
the ancient proverb ‘ W hom the gods would destroy they 
first make mad.’

The following is a list of the branches in Ceylon of the 
Theosophical Society, with their respective officers:—

T h k  K a .v d y  T h e o s o p h i c a l  S o c i e t y .
[KutablisBeil a t  Kandy onjtho 13th of Ja ne ,  1SS0.]

President; ‘ * * '
Mr. T. B. Pannabokke.

Vice-President :
Mr. Don Abraham W imalasurya Abayaratna, Mobundrum. 

‘ Secretary :
Mr. John Henry Abeyesekere.
' ' Treasurer :

Mr. James Alexander Sriwardhana.
Councillors :

Mr. K. Solomon Perera.
„ George Frederick Weerasekara.
,, Arnold B. Silva. .
,, Don Carolis de Silva W ikramatilaka Sriwardhana.
„ Don Lawrence do Silva Sunderappoohami.

T h e  C o l o m b o  T h e o s o p h i c a l  S o c i e t y . '
[Established at  Colombo on tho 8th  of Juno, 18S0]

P residen t:
Mr. Andrew Perera.

Vice~l*residents : '
Mr. Simon Silva. | Mr. Sena Dirage Tipanis Perera.

. Secretary ;
Mr. John  James Thiedeman.

Treasurer :
Mr. Simon Perera Dharmma Goonewardhana.

P a n d it:
Mr. Don Andris de Silva Batuwantudawe. 

Councillors:
Mr. C. Mathew.

„ John Robert de Silva.
„ H. Amaris Fernando.
„ Charles Stephen Pereira.
„ William de Abrew. • -

T h e  P a n ' a d u h e  T h e o s o p h i c a l  S o c i e t y .
[Established ht Pamulnre on tho 20th of Jnno, 1880.]

P residen t:
Mr. F. Charles Jayatilaka Karunaratne, Mudeliar. 

V ice-Presidents:
Mr. Romanis Peiris, Mudeliar.Mr. Don Abraham Leonar- 

dus Abeyesekere.
Treasurer : .

Mr. Theodore Fernando Vannigasekero Goonewardhana, 
Mudeliar. .. •,

Secretary :
Str. M uttutantrige John  Jacob Cooray.

Assistant Secretary :
Mr. Solomon'de Fonseka. :

' Councillor.!: -
Mr. Nicolas Perera Abaya Karunnara tna  Disd Nayaka.
„ Don Jaronis Goonetileke Rdjakarunaratne.
„ Don Frederick Goonetileke Mahatmya. f

’ „ Simon Fernando.
,, M ahamarakkalage Samuel Perera.
„ Cornelius Perera Warna Kula Jayasurya Karuna- 

ratne Appoohami.
„ Don Brampy Karunaratne.

T h k  B e n t o t a  T h e o s o p h i c a l  S o c ik t y .
[K stf th lish o d  a t  B e n to ta  on  tlio  2 3 rd  o f J u n e ,  1890.]

President:
Mr. Don Andrew de Silva Tillekeratne.

Secretary :
Mr. Thomas de Alwis Goonetileke.

Treasurer:
' Mr. Don Jam es Peter de Silva.

T h e  W e l i t e i u  T h e o s o p h i c a l  S o c ie t y . ■
[Est/iblishod At Wolitora on tlio 10th of July, 1880.] 

l \ e s id e n t:
Mr. Baltasar Mendis Weerasinghe, In terpre ter  Mudeliar. 

Vice-President:
Mr. Don Ovinis Goonesekere,

Treasurer : :
Mr. Kalumin Samuel de Silva.

Tem porary Secretaiy :
Mr. Sadris de Silva Wijewardhana.

T h e  G a l l e  T h e o s o p h i c a l  S o c ie t y ,
[Established nt GaIIo on tho 25th of May, 1880.]

• President:
Mr. G. C. A. Jayasekere.

Vice-Presidents :
Mr. Simon Perera Abey- 

wardene.
Mr. Jacob Dias Abeygoone- 

wardene.
P an dit:

Mr. Frederick Dias.
Treasurer :

Mr. S. P. D. B. D ’Silva,
Secretary :

Mr. P. C. Wijeratne.
Assistant Secretary: .

Mr. Charles Garusinghe.
Councillors : ..

Mr. H enry Perera Abeywardenc.
„ Geo. B. p ’Alwis.
„ Don Dines Subesinghe.
„ Paul Edward de Silva Ponnamperuma 

Appoohami.
„ Samuol Sudriokoo Jayawikrama,

T h e  M a t a h a  T h e o s o p h i c a l  S o c ie t y .
[EitablUhod at  Mittnrn on tho 2Sth of June, 

P residen t:
Mr. David Andris Jayasurya. 

Vice-Presidents

1880.)

Mr. Carolis Jayawere.Mr. Don Andris de Silva 
Goonoratue, Mahawidane. , ,

Secretary and Treasurer :
Mr. Darley Gooneratne.

Councillors :
Mr. Don Louis Ramawikrama Jayawardhana, Widane 

' Ar&chi.
„ Don Bastian Jayasurya,
., Theodoris W ikramatunga, Arachi.
„ Ratnawere Patabondige Don Christian.
„ Don Bastian do Silva Samarasinghe.

T h e  L a x k a  T h e o s o p h i c a l  S o c i e t y .
[Established a t  Colombo on tho 17th of Juno, 1880, for tbo study of tho

• Occult Scioncos.J
P resident: '

Mr. Edward F. Perera.
■ Vice-President:

Mr. John Pereira.
Secretari/ and Treasurer ;

: Mr. R. Hi teem bruggeh;



7 7 / / ;  O C C U L T  S C I E N C E S .

(A  l . c t u r c  i l e l i r c r e i l  a t  f 'o lo n ilio , C!oylon, 011 t l i c  15l.1i n f  .Tuno 1880.]

IIV  C O L O N K I .  1 I K N K Y  S .  O U ' O T T .

1’retiJcnt of the Thcosophkal Society.

In  tlio toiitli chapter his famous work, entitled A n  
Eh ijHtri/ coitc/Tiit/i'/ 11 u iit'i u I j i\* if1 t'ft <1 ii i / 1 ntj, David H um e 
a t tem pts  to define the limits of philosophical enquiry. 
So pleased was the  author with his work tliat ho has 
placed it. on record that, with the* “ wise and learned”— a 
most necessary separation, since a niiin may ho wise with­
out being a t  all learnod, while modern science has intro­
duced to us m any of her most famous men who, though 
hurst in}' liko Jack  liunshy with learning, wore far, r n y  
far from wise— his (H um e’s) postulate m ust he “an ever­
lasting check to all kinds of superstitious delusions." For 
many years this oracular utterance was unquestioned, and 
l lu m e ’s apophthegm  was laid like a  chloroformed hand­
kerchief, over the  mouth of every man who a ttem pted to 
discuss the  phenomena of the invisible world. Hut a 
brave Englishman and man of science— whom wo are 
proud to say accepted the diploma of our Theosophical 
Society— to-wit, Alfred Russell Wallace, F.Ii.S., has of 
late called H u m e’s infallibility iu question. H e  finds two 
grave defects in his proposition that, “ a miracle is a visita­
tion of the laws of N ature  since it assumes, firstly, tha t  
wc know all  the laws of nature ; and secondly, that, an 
unusual phenomenon a  miracle. Speaking deferential­
ly, is it  not after all a piece of preposterous egotism for 
any living man to sayT what is, or ra ther what is mtf, a law 
of N ature  ? 1 havo enjoyed the  acquaintance of scientists 
who could actually repeat the  names of the several parts 
of a bod hug  and even of a  flea. Upon this rare accom­
plishment they |ilumed themselves not a  little, and took 
on the  airs of a  man of science. I have talked with them 
about tho laws of Naturo and found th a t  they thought they 
knew enough of them to dogmatize to me about the 
Knowable and t ho Unknowable. I know doctors of me­
dicine, oven professors, who were road up  in physiology 
anil able to dose their  patients  without exceeding 
tho conventional average of casualties good-naturedly 
allowed the  profession. Thoy havo dogmatized to me 
about science and the laws of Nature, although not one of 
them could toll mo anything positive about the life of 
man, in either tho states of omnn, embryo, infant, adult or 
corpse. The most candid medical authorities have always 
frankly confessed th a t  the human being is a puzzle as ye!, 
unsolved and medicine " scientific guess-work." Has ever 
ye t  a surgeon, as he stood lieside a  subject on tho dissect­
ing table of th e  amphitheatre, dared toll his class tha t  lie 
know what life is, or th a t  his scalpel could cut awav any 
integumental veil so as to lay bare tho mystery > Did 
any modern botanist ever venture to explain what is that 
tremendous secret law which makes every seed produce 
the  plant or tree of its own kind ? Mr. Huxley and 
his fellow-biologists have shown us protoplasm— the gela­
tinous substance which forms the  physical basis of life—  
and told us th a t  it is substantially ideutical iu composition 
in p lant and animal. B u t they can go no farther than tho 
microscope and spectroscopc will carry them. Do you 
doubt me ? Then hear tho mortifying confession of P ro­
fessor H uxley himself. “ In  perfect strictness,” lie says 
" it  is t rue  tliat wc know nothing about tho composition 
of any body whatever, as it  is !” And yet what scientist is 
there who has dogmatized more about the  limitations of 
scientific enquiry ? Do you think that,  because the che­
mists can dissolve for you the hum an body into its ele­
m entary  gases and ashes until what was once a tall man 
can be pu t  into an em pty  cigar-box and a large bot tle, 
thoy can help you any be tte r  to understand w hat tha t  
living man really was ? Ask them  ;— I am willing to let 
the  case rest upon their own unchallenged evidence.

Science ? Pshaw ! W h a t  is there  worthy to wear th a t  
imperial name so long as its most noisy representatives 
cannot tell us the least part  of the  mystery of man or of 
the  nature which environs him, L<et science explain to

us how the littlost blade of grass grows, or bridge over 
the “ abyss” which Fa ther Felix, the groat French Catho­
lic orator tauntingly told the Academy, existed for it in a 
grain of sand, and then dogmatize as much as it. likes 
about the luirx o f  Nut are ! In common with all heretics 
1 hate  this presumptuous p re te n c e ; and as one who, 
having studied psychology for nearly th ir ty  years, has 
some right, to be hoard, 1 piotost against, and utterly re­
pudiate, tho least, claim of our modern science to know all 
the  laws of Nature, and to say what is or what is nut 
IKissible. As lor tho opinions of lion-scientific critics, who 
never informed themselves practically about even one law 
of Nature, they aro not worth even listening to. And yet 
what a clamour they make, to be sure ; how the  public 
ear h;us been assailed by the din of ignorant and conceit­
ed criticasters. It is liko being among a crowd of stock­
brokers on tin* exchange. Fvcry one of the authorities is 
dogmatizing in liis most vociferous and impressive milli­
ner. One would th ink to read and hear what all these 
priests, editors, authors, deacons, elders, civil and military 
servants, lawyers, merchants, vestrymen aud old women, 
and thoir followers, admirers and echoing toadies have to 
say— th a t  flu; laws of N ature  wero as familiar to them ns 
thoir alphabets, ami th a t  every one carried in his pocket 
the combination key to the Chubb lock of the  Universe ! 
I f  these people only realized how foolish they  really arc 
in rushing in

“ ........................ where Angels fenr to trend,” '
— they might, somewhat abate their  pretences. And if 
conimon-sonse were ns plentiful as conceit, a  lecture ii]ton 
the Occult Sciences would l>o listened to with a more 
humble spirit than, I am afraid, can lie counted njion in 
our days.

I havo tried by simply calling your attention to the 
confessed ignorance of our modern scientists of the na­
ture of Life, to show you th a t  in fact all visible phenome­
na aro occult, or hidden from the average inquirer. The 
term ninth  has been given to the sciences relating to the 
mystical side of nature— the departm ent of Force or 
Spirit. Open any liook on science or listen to any lecture 
or address by a modern authority, and you will see that 
modern science limits its enquiry to the visible material 
or physical universe. Tho combinations and correlations of 
limiter under the impulse of hidden forces, are what it 
studies. To facilitate this line of enquiry mechanical 
ingenuity has lent the most marvellous assistance. The 
microscope has now been perfected so as to reveal tho 
tiniest, objects in the tiny world of a drop of dew; the 
telescope brings into its Held and focus glittering constel­
lations that— as Tom Moore poetically says—

“ ................................ ...........  . stand
Mko winkin'; neiitiiielH u|k>n the void
llevond which Clmns dwells

tho chemist’s balances will weigh m atte r  to tho ten- 
thousandth par t  of a gi’ain ; by the  spectioscope the com­
position of all things on earth ami suns and stars is 
claimed to bo demonstrable in tho lines they make across 
the spectrum ; substances hitherto supposed to be ele­
ments are now proved to be compounds and what we have 
imagined compounds, arc found to be elements. Inch by 
inch, step by stop, Physical Science has marched from 
its old prison in the  dungeon of ■'the Church towards 
its desired goal— the verge of physical nature. I t  would 
not be too much to admit tha t  the  verge has been 
almost reached, b u t  th a t  Edison's recent discoveries of
tho telephone, the phonograph and the electric light, 
and Crookes's of tho existence and properties of Ra­
diant Matter, seem to have pushed farther away the 
chasm th a t  separates the confessedly Knowable from the 
fancied Unknowable. 'I'lio recent advances of physical
science tend to mitigate somewhat, the pride of onr scien­
tists. I t  is as though whole domains previously undreamt 
of were suddenly exposed to view as each new eminence 
of knowledge is gained ; just, as the traveller sees long 
reaches of country to bo traversed upon climbing to the 
crest of the  mountain tha t had been shutting him in



witli in a narrow horizon. Tlio fact is tlmt whether re ­
garded from lier physical or dynamical side, N a tu re  is a 
book with an  endless variety of subjects to be studied 
anil mysteries to be unravelled. And as reyards Science, 
there is a thousand times more tha t is Occult than fami­
liar aud easy to understand.

Tho realization of this fact, bolli a.s the result of per­
sonal enquiry and of conversation with the learned, was 
one chief cause ol the organization of the Theosophical 
Society.

Now, it must be agreed that while the first necessity 
for the candid s tudent is to discover the depth and im ­
mensity of his own ignorance, the next is to find out when; 
and how that ignorance may Ik; dispelled. We must tirst 
fit ourselves to become pupils and then look about for a 
teacher. Where, in what part of the world can there I k - 
lound men capable of teaching us a part of the mystery 
tliat is hidden behind the mask of the world of m atter  
Who holds the secret of Life ! Who knows what Force 
is, and what causes it to bring around its countless, e ter­
nal correlations with the molecules of m a tte r  '  What 
ndcpt can unriddle for us the problem bow W o r l d s  are 
built and why { Can any one tell us whence, man came, 
whither he goes, what lie is t W hat is the secret of 
birth, of sleep, of thought, of memory, of death '! Wliat is 
that Eternal, Self-Existent Principle, tha t by common con­
sent is believed to be the source of everything visible and 
invisible, and with which man claims kinship W'e, little 
modern jieople, have been going about iu search after this 
teacher, with our toy lanterns iu ourliands as though it were 
night instead of bright day. The light of truth shines all the 
while, bu t we, being blind, cannot, see it. Does a new 
authority proclaim himself, we run from all sides, but only 
see a common man with bandaged eyes, holding a pretty 
banner aud blowing his own trumpet. “ Come,” lie cries, 
“ come, good people, and listen to one who knows the 
laws of Nature, hollow my load, join my school, enter 
my church, buy my nostrum and yon will be wise in this 
world, and happy h e reaf ter!” How many of these pre ­
tenders there have b e e n ;  how they have imposed for a 
while U]H>n the world ; what meannesses and cruelties 
their devotees have done in their behalf; and how their 
shams and humbugs have ultimately been exposed, the 
pages of history show. There is but one truth, and that 
is to Ik: sought for in the  mystical world of m an’s interior 
nature ; theosophically, and by the help of the “ Occult 
Sciences.”

If  history has preserved for ns the record of m ulti tud i­
nous failures of materialists to read the secret laws of 
Nature, it. has also kept for our instructiou the stories 
of many successes gained by Theosopliists in this direc­
tion. There is no impenetrable mystery iu N ature  to the 
student who knows how to interrogate her. If physical 
facts can be observed by the eye of the  body, so can spi­
ritual laws be discovered by that interior perception of ours 
which we call the eye of the spirit. This perceptive power 
inheres in the nature of man ; it. is his godlike quali­
ty which makes him superior to brutes. W hat We call 
seers and prophets, the Buddhists know as nt/ml* and the 
Aryans as true are only men who have em an­
cipated their  interior selves from physical bondage b y  
meditation in secluded spots whore the foulness of a v e r a g e  
humanity could not taint them, and where they were nearest, 
to the threshold of Nature's temple ; and by the gradual and 
persistent conquest of brutal desire alter desire, taste 
after taste, weakness after weakness, .sense after sense, 
they have moved forward to the u ltimate victory of spirit. 
Jesus is said to have gone thus apart to be tempted ; mi 
did Mahomet who sjH.-nt one day in every mouth alone in 
a mountain cave ; so did Zoroaster, who emerged from the 
seclusion of his mountain retreat only at the age of 40 : so 
did Buddha, who?e knowledge of the cause of pain and 
discovery of the path to A7n-<<//«, was obtained by soli­
tary self-struggles in desert places. Turn over the leaves 
of the book of records and you will liud tha t  every man 
who really did penetrate the mysteries of life and death, 
got the truth iu solitude and iu a mighty travail of body

and spirit. These were all Theosopliists— tlmt i*. original 
searchers after spiritual knowledge. What they did, what 
t hey achieved, any other man of equal qualities may attain 
to. Aud this is the lesson taught by the Theosophical 
Society. As they spurned churches, revelations aud lead­
ers, and wrested the secrets trom the bosom ol Xat.ure, so 
do we. Iluddha said that we should believe nothing Upon 
authority, not even his own, but believe because our rea­
son told us the assertion wa.s true, lie began by striding 
over even the sacred Vedas because they were used to 
prevent original Iheusophieal research : casl.es lie brushed 
aside as selfish monopolies. 11 is desire was to lliug wide 
open every door to the sanctuary of Truth. We organized 
our Society—as the very tirst section of our original byo- 
laws expresses it— “ for the discovery of all the laws of 
Nature, and the dissemination of knowledge of tho same.” 
Tho known laws of Nature  why should we busy ourselves 
with The unknown, or occult ones were to be our spe­
cial province of research. No one in America, none iu 
Europe, now living, could help us, except in special bran­
ches, such as Magnetism, ( Yystal reading, I’sychoniotry, 
aud those most striking phenomena ot so-called medium- 
sliip, grouped together under the generic name ot modern 
spiritualism. Though the Vedas, the 1‘uraus, the Zend 
Avesta, the Koran, and the Milile teemed with allusions 
to the sayings and doings of wonder-working tlicuso- 
pliists, wo were told by every one that the power had long 
since died out, and the adepts vanished I rot i l  the sight of 
men. Did we mention the  name Occult Science, the mo­
dern biologist curled his lip in line scorn, and the lay fool 
gave way to senseless witticisms.

It was a discouraging prospect, no doubt ; but in this, 
as in every other instance, the dilliculties wen? more 
imaginary than real. We had a clue given us to the 
right rural by one who hail spent a. long lifetime in travel, 
who had found the science to lie still extant, with its 
proficients and masters still practising il. as in ancient 
days. The tidings were most encouraging, as are those 
of help and succour to a party of castaways on an un ­
friendly shore. We learned to recognize the supreme 
value ol the discoveries of Paracelsus, ot Mesnier aud 
ot Von kcichcnhach, as the stepping stones to the higher 
branches of Occultism. Wc turned again to study them, 
aud the more we studied the clearer insight did we get 
into the meaning of Asiatic myth and fable, and the 
leal object and methods ol tie' ascetic theosopliists ot 
all agi'S. The words ‘ body,’ • soul,’ ‘ spirit,’ and
Xin'ditn  acquired each a definite and comprehensible 
meaning. We could understand what the Vogi wished 
to express by his uniting himself with Brahma, aud be­
coming Hrahma ; why the biographer of Jesus made 
him say ' I and the .Father are one’ ; how Sankanicha- 
raya and others could display such phenomenal learning 
without having studied it in books ; whence Zartusht 
acquired his profound spiritual illumination ; aud how 
the Lord Sakya Aluni, though but a man "born  iu the 
purple,” might nevertheless become All-Wise aud All­
Powerful. Would my hearer learn this secret ! Let him 
study Mesmerism and master its methods until lie can 
plunge his subject into so deep a sleep t lui I. I he body is 
made to seem dead, and the freed soul can be sent, where­
soever he wills, about the Earth or among l.lie stars. Then 
lie will see the separate reality of the body and its dweller. 
Or, let him read Professor Denton’s “ Soul of Tilings,” 
aud test the boundless resources ol Psychmuetry ; a 
strange yet simple science which enables ns to trace back 
through the ages the historx of any substance held in 
the sensitive psychometer's hand. Thus a fragment of 
stone from • 'iccro’j* house, or the Egyptian pyramids; 
or a bit ot cloth from a mummy s shroud ; or a failed 
parchment or letter or painting ; or some garment or other 
article, worn by a historic personage ; or a fragment 
of an aTolite—give to the psychomcter impressions, 
sometimes amounting to visions surpassingly vivid, of the 
building, monument, mummy, writer or painter, or 
the long-dead personage, or the meteoric orbit from 
which the last-named object fell. This splendid science,



for whose- 11 !:<• ■<i\-.-rv In ihe \ rvn INK). tin 'world is iudebt- 
oel in l’iulcs-.i.i Joseph II. i >11<;11:i)i;111, now a Follow ol 
our Society, I ms hut just begun to show its capabilities. 
Put already it has shown us that, in tin: Al.iinn, or E ther 
ol science, are preserved (lie records ol' every human ex­
perience, deed and word. No m atter  how long forgotten 
.‘Mid gone hy, they nre slill a record, and according In 
I’ucluinau’s estimate, about lour out ol' every 1,cn peM'sons 
have in greater or less degre'e the |is\’i'liolnetl'icnl power 
which can read those imperishable pages of the Jiook of 
Lile. Taken by itself either Mesmerism, or Psychoine'try, 
or I’arou Roichenhach s theory of < >dvIe. or Odic Force 
is sullicicnt 1 v wondcrful. In Mesmerism a sensitive' sub­
ject. is put by magnetism into the magnetic; sloop, during 
which liis oi her body is insensible lo pain, noises or any 
other disturbing iuHiieiices. The I’sychometer, on the 
contrary, does not sloop, but only sits or lies passively, 
holds I he letter, t’rnyineiit of stone or other object iu t in’ 
hand or against tho centre of the forehead, and without 
knowing al, all wl/al it is or whence it came, describes 
wlial, he or she fools or sees. Oft,lie two methods of look­
ing into the invisible world, l ’sycliometry is prel’orablv. 
tor it is not attended with the risks o f  the magnetic s lum ­
ber, arising Irom inexperience in the operator, or low 
physical vitality in the soinnainhule. Ha run Dupntot, M. 
I'ahagnol. Professor \\  illiani O r c g o r v ,  and other authori­
ties tell us of instances of this latter sort in which the 
sleeper was wilh difficulty brought buck to earthly con­
sciousness. so 1 ransceinlent Iv beautiful were the scenes 
that broke upon iheir  spiiilual vision. Uoichenbaoh s 
disco von — t lie result, of several years' ox peri mental research 
wit.li tho most, expensive apparatus nnd a. groat variety 
of subjects, I iy one of ihe most eminent chemists and 
physicists of modern l im es—was this. A hitherto un­
suspected force exists in Nature, having, like electricity 
and magnetism, its positive :iud negative poles. I t  per­
vades everything in tho mineral, vegetable and animal 
kingdoms. Our Kart-11 is charged with it, it is in the 
stars, and there is a dost; interchange of polar influences 
between us and all the  heavenly bodies, l ion ;  1 hold 
in my hand a specimen of iptarlz crystal, sent me from 
the (lastein Mountains in Furope bv llio Baroness Von 
Yay. I!efiire Iteichenhach’s discovery of tlio Odic Force 
— as he calls it— this would have had no special interest 
to tIn1 geologist, beyond its being a. oiirious example of 
imperfect crystallization, liut now it has a definite value 
beyond this. I f l  pass the apex, or positive pole, over 
the wrist, aud palm of ;i sensitive person— thus, bo will 
fool a sensation of warmth, or cold, or the blowing of a 
thin, rn'i/  thin pencil of air over t lie skin. Some fool 
ono thing, some another, according to (lie Odic condition 
of their own bodies, speak ing  of this latter phenomenon, 
viz., that tho Odic polarity of our bodies is peculiar to 
ourselves, different from the bodies of oncli other, different 
in the right and left sides, and different a t  night and 
morning in the same body, lot, me ask you whether a 
phenomenon long noticed, supposed by flu1 ignorant, to be 
miraculous, and yet constantly denied by those who never 
saw it, may not be classed as a purely Odic one. I refer 
to the levitation of fisoet.ios and saints, or t he rising info 
tho air of the ir  bodies at, moments when they wore deeply 
entranced, Haron Reiclionbach found that, tho Odic sen­
sibility of his best patients greatly changed iu health 
and disease. Professor Forty, of ( Ionova, and Dr. Just,inns 
Kilmer toll us that the  bodies of certain hysterical patients 
rose into f he air without visible cause, and floated as light 
a.s a feather. During the Salem W itchcraft horrors one 
of flu' subjects, Margaret Rule, was similarly levitated. 
Mr. William Crookes recently published a list, of no less 
than forty Catholic ecstatics whose levitation is regarded 
as proof of their peculiar sanctity. \ o w  I myself, in 
common with many other modern observers of psycholo­
gical phenomena, have soon a person iu tho full enjoy­
ment ot consciousness, raised into the air by a more exer­
cise of the will. This person was an Asiatic by birth  and 
had studied the occult sciences in Asia, and explains the 
remarkable phenomena as a simple example of change

of corporeal polarity. Yon all know llio electrical law 
that oppositely electrified bodies a ttrac t and similarly 
electrified ones repel each other. Wo say tha t we stand 
upon the earth because of the force of gravitation, with­
out slopping lo think how much of flu; explanation is a 
more patter of words conveying no accurate idea, to the 
mind. Sup]lose we say that we cling to the earth's sur­
face, because the polarity of our body is opposed to the polar­
ity of the spot of earth upon which wo stand. That would 
be soiont ilieallv correct, liut- how, if our polarity is rever­
sed, whether by disease, or the mesmeric passes of a power­
ful magnetiser, or tho constant, effort of a trained self-w ill. 
To classify:— suppose th a t  we were either a  hysteric 
pal iont, an oeslatie, a soinnambule, or an adopt in Asiatic 
Occult. Science. In either case if tho polarity of the  body 
should be changed to it.s opposite polarity, and so onr 
electrical, magnetic or odic state be made identical with 
that of tlio ground beneath us, the long-known electropo- 
laric law would assort, itself and our body would rise 
into the air. It would lloat, as long as these, mutual 
polaric differences continued, and rise to a height, exactly 
proportionate to their  intensity. So much ot light is 
let into the old domain of t ’linrcli “ miracles by Mes­
merism and tho Oil discovery.

Hut our mountain crystal has another ami far moro 
striking peculiarity than more odic polarity. It  is nothing
apparently hut. si poor lump of glass, and yet. in its heart
can bo seen strange mysteries. There art' doubtless a 
score of persons in this gieat, audience who, if thoy would 
sit, iu an easy posture and a, ipiiot place, and gaze into 
mv crystal for a few minutes, would se.e and describe to 
me pictures of people, scones and places in different 
countries as well as their own beautiful ( 'ovlon. 1 gave 
the crystal into the hand of a, lady wlm is a. natural 
clairvoyant, just after I had received it from Hungary. 
“ I soc,‘‘ she said,’- a large, handsome room in what appears 
to be a oastle. Through an open window can be seen 
a park with smooth-broad walks, trimmed lawns, and 
trees. A noble-looking ladv stands at a marble-topped 
table doing up something into a parcel. A servant man 
in rich livorv stands as though waiting for his mistress s 
orders. Il is this crystal that she is doing up, and she 
puts it, into a. brown box, something like a small musical 
I .ox.” The clairvoyant know' nothing about the* crystal, 
hut. she bad given an aceurato dosci'ipfiem of the sender, 
of her residence, and of the box in which the crystal came 
to m e . I low M m'iii any of the sell’-conceitod little people 
who say sm art little nothings about, flits absurdity of 
the Occult Sciences, answer !

I’oiohenbai'h's oaivful investigations prove tha t  minerals 
have e'aeli tlii'ir own peculiar odic polarity, anel this lots 
us into an understanding of much that the  Asiatic people 
have said about, tho mngie'al pre.pertios of gems. You 
havo all heard of the  regard in which tbe sapphire lias 
over b e e ' i i  belcl for its .supposed magical property to .assist 
somnambulic vision. “ The. sapph ire '’ aeeonling to a 
Huddhist, writer “ will open barre'd doors and dwellings 
(for the spirit of m a n ) : it. produces a desire for prayer, 
and brings wif.li it more peace; than any other gem ; but. 
he who would wear it m ust lwul a pure anel holy life;.’

Nowr a series of investigations by Amoretti into the 
electrical polarity of pree:ie>us stones (which we. find report­
ed iu Kiese-r’s . \iyIi!k Vol. IV., p. <12) resulted in proving 
that fho iliamouel, tho garnet,, the; amethyst, are—E.. while 
tho sapphire is +  E. Orpheus tolls lienv by means of 
a load-stone- a whole amliencc may be‘ affected. Pytha­
goras, whose: knowleelgc was derived from India. pays a 
particular attention to the colour and nature of precious 
st,ones ; and Apollonius of Tyana, ones of the purest anil 
grandi'st mi'ii who ever lived, accurately taught his elis- 
e'iplos the various occult pioperties of gems.

Thus does scientific inquiry, agreeing with the research­
es of tho greatest, philosophers, the experiences of reli­
gious ecstaties, continually— though, as a rule, uninten­
tionally— give us a solid basis for studying Occultism. The 
more e.f physical phenomena we observe and classify, the 
more helped is the  stuelcut of occult sciences and of



tlio ancient Asiatic sciences, philosophies anil religious. 
The fact is, we, m odem  Europeans, have been so blind­
ed by the l'limes of our own conceit that we have 
not been able to look beyond our noses. We have 
been boasting of our glorious enlightenment, our scien­
tific discoveries, our civilization, and our superiority 
to everybody with a dark  skin, and to every nation, east 
of tlie Volga and the  Red Sea or south of tlie Mediter­
ranean, until we have come almost, to believe tha t the 
world was built for the Anglo-Saxon race, and the stars 
to make our bit of sky pretty. We have even manufac­
tured a religion to suit  ourselves out of Asiatic materials, 
and think it better  th an  any religion th a t  was ever heard 
of before. It is time tha t  this childish vanity were done 
away with. I t  is tim e tha t  we should try to discover the 
sources of modern ideas ; and compare what, we think, we 
know of the laws of Nature  with what the Asiatic people 
really did know, thousands of years before liurope was 
inhabited by our barbarian ancestors, or a European loot 
was set upon the American continent. The crucibles of 
science are heated red-hot and wc are melting in them 
everything out of which we th ink  we. can get, a fact. S up ­
pose that fo ra  change, we approach the Eastern people iu 
a less presumptuous spirit, and honestly confessing that, 
we know nothing at all of the beginning or end of N a tu r ­
al Law, ask them to l id p  us to find out what their  fore­
fathers know ! This has been the  policy of the Theosophi- 
Cid Society, and it bits yielded valuable results already. 
Depend upon it, ladies and gentlemen, there are still 
'■ wise men in the East,” and the Occult Sciences are be tte r  
worth studying than baa hitherto been popularly supposed. 
(The lecture was loudly applauded and a t  the close, a 
vote of thanks was, upon the motion of Mr. James, Science 
Master iu the Colombo College, adopted.)

.1 furathi. Latin.
Pentaptcres Arjuna.

{ L’oiitiimcil from tlie Juno munlicr.)

E A S T  I N D I A N  M A T E R IA  M E D K ' A .

Group III. General alteratives and insensible blood 
depuianls.

Sanskrit, M ara th i. Latin.

Varuna Cnetcva Koxburghii.
Artagala ^ “Tl •

Shigreo j  q ]• Moringa plorygospcrma.
I 5F3T) )

Tankarce l ’hysalis Peruviana.
. . . . .  _ ,, „ I Asclcpias gem inata  o1'
Mcshashriugco m z t  UlSI ( , yl„nen,a Sylvcstre.

Pootika Pongamia glabra.
Aguiniautha 3T<oT| Premna spinosa.
Saireeyaka (2 \ ^Kl?l ?IS5T <T f Laiieria ceruhea.

varieties) ( PToSI I & s|».
Vimbi . (TfTai Moinordica nionodelpha.
Vasuka *Tt^K(tT?) Calolropis proccra.
Vashira 1'T'ToSf l ’otlios ollieinalis.
Ohitiaka Plumbago rosea.
Sluitavaree ^IcT^f Asparagus racemosus.
Bilwa .Egle marmelos.
Darbha Saccharuni cyliiulriciim.
lirihatee (2 ( X<-*T°Tf ( if- | Solatium trilobatum.

varieties) | ^TC^i) j jacfpiini.

Plants chussed in this group act through tlie blood, 
remove visceral congestions, relieve cerebral hypcraunia 
anil also internal or visceral inflammations. They Lhereby 
improve the general nutritive processes and prevent the 
formation of fat. ,

Group IV. Nervines or liervc'toiiics and lithonlriptics 
f'aTRsmr aiu l

Sau.'l.rit.
Veerataru
Sahachara ) W'T3t '

(two varieties ) j-Larlena longitolia

Darbha Sacchariun cylindricum.
Vrikshadanee Loranlhius sp. '.
Goondra ’I?! i ,, . . . .

^  PauieiUll 111 ginosum.
writer rstt

Kooslia Poa cyiiosuroidcs.
Iva-sha ^fJT Saccharum spontaueum.
Ashuiablledak Cycltanicu hederatfoliu in.
Agnimanlha 3T{°n Premna spinosa.
Moiiita ( 'lemalis triloba.
 ̂asuka Calolropis procera.

V.isheera If3ti7ToJf I’othos ollicinale.
Sallooka ^  rightia pilbescens.
Kooroontaka 'TS Karlena ]>ri<>nitis.
Indeevara Tfls Nymplia-a sp.
Ivapota-vaiika 31?Jff JI vdrocotyle Asiatica.
Asliwadanshtra Asteraeant ha longifolia.

Iliese are said to influence the nervous system and 
some ot them relieve dysuria or dillicuity in passing urine, 
ll icy  were believed to dissolve urinary calculi also.

Group V. General alteratives like those contained in 
Group 111.

SaiLilril.
Salasara
Ajakarna

lvhadeera

f ?  TT-TtfT ^  ?TT T'TJTH0!.
Marat Iti-. Latin.

m R (  Teclona gra.ndi...
Shore;! robusta ( { )

^1*̂— j* Ac.ii ia catechu.

K a la s k a n d h a  cPTltf C in n a in o iu a  zeylanica .
K ran io ok a  A cac ia  betel ,
l i l io o r ja p a tra  H3f l l e tu l a  K ho jp a lra
M e sha .shringoe ( ! v m i ie m a  s y h e s t r e .
'I inislia Dalbergia ( )ojeinensis.
Chandaua “P Siriuin myrliloliuin.
Sliisiuhsapa Scshania lalilolia.
rihirisha Jl imosa sirissa.
As.in riemecarpus anacardeiim.
Dlmva "'Tl'73'f ( 'oiioearpus latifolia.
Arjuna P i-iiUipleres Arjuna.
la in  tHS Iiorassus llahi'lliformis.
Nak tamala Pongamia glabra.
Again '3T'IiT Agallocha aipiilaria.
lvaleisyaka Lciberis lyciiim.

Vi'getables ot this group act as .stimulants ol llio
general circulation and thereby relieve congestions. I’lu’y 
lemove the tendency of the tissues to form fat, aud as 
most of them contain an astringent principle, they relieve 
fluxes from mucous tissues, especially those of the intes­
tines. They exert also the remote action ot influencing 
the cutaneous circulation.

Group VI. True or primary aslringenis. '7 fcfHl).

Snn*krit. Marathi. .hulin.
Loti lira SympioCos racemosa.
I’alaslia 'fSIH liutea fromlosa.

t • a losa.nllies ( I ’ignonia .  
t Indica.

Aslmca doiiesia Asoca.
En.iiji.-e Hir»i ( ,' lerodendi'on in lb r lu n a tu iu

' ^iq'frss
Kiit pliala

Tetu

Elvalooka

! Kbits su c c e d a n e u m .  +(+<JI$T'ir )
(  A red pow der c ov er ing  tho
\  Seeds ol all Ulidcler-

* f *( mined plant,



'•( 'iiiiiii iu in  si r ic tm u .Salai
ST'fT #1) '

* ) i i i ° i h (_v  \ \  i h I h t ,

Kiuljuiibji Xnnclt 'i i  I \ ! iiliiinl.i.'i.

l ion ied io s ,  derived  I Vo III (liis g r o u p  ill vege tab les ,  rep ress  
p h le g m  activc lv , a c t in g  as i 111111<•<Ii:it• • a s t i  ingciils .  T h e y  
also  re lievo congestion-'.  :itnI a c t  as  d e t e r g e n t s  ol u lcers  
ami s u p p u r a t i n g  surfaces. T h e y  p ro v e  a lso  a lc x c p h a rm ic .  
a c t in g  as  a n t id o to s  lo m orb id  poisons, c o u n te r a c t i n g  (lie 
d ch i l i ta t  ing clfcols n f  e lfe le  llllidh am i p ro du c ts .  T h e \  
w e n - a l s o  su p po sed  to p u r i fy  am i a u g m e n t  I In: se m in a l  
secre t io n  in tin* m ale, am i a l t e r  (lie u lo r iu e  am i vag ina l  
secretions.

(!riiii|i VII. A lurtlier group of general alteratives 
alnl IiIihmI dcpurant.s. They act IiUir (.Iniso nf (lrnM|i .No. III., 
lint diiollv ami notably as detergents, ami skin alteratives, 
relieving congest ions, a d  fiijl* as antizuolics ami relieving 
skin diseases ami eruptions.

Moiiill". I.'iiin.
< 'alutrnpis gigantca.

.. pruecra

Saitelrtl.
Ark a 
A la rk a

Karanja (two | 
varieties.) | 

•7 < ilisl 1111 ii let •
^ln voo iaka

*TS.

I >1 ll 11'jLf i e

Indrapushpcc
Kshmlraswela
iMaha.swela
Vrischikulcc
Alavana
Tapasa
l t a s n a

(I roup

HlS^I'imi

HT*:1!

I . s p .  r

( Vl a . s t r i i s  p a l i i c u l a t a .

< ’olosia crist at a.
| (J l e i ' o i l c m l r o i i  i 1111 < r 11111 a  - 

I t i n n .

( J l o r i o s a  s u p e r l i a .5^?

*fal „  ( ^ n )
■3TI’^T T ra ^ ia  in \o l i lc r a ta .

I la lan i l  os . E g y p t  l a c a .  

V a n d a  l ! o \ b i i r g h i i .

Remedies wliieli counteract phlegm nr re­
lieve congestions. j?lHniSlJT ’-IIH TlfiV). They arc:—

SiU ifk i'it. M ttr i i lk t .  L tlln t.

Hurasa TOT
Hweta smasa 
Fanijjaka *f*??rTT
A rja'ka
Jalatrimi :
S tig an d h ak i i  frl 'ISI
S i im o o k h a  7t5TTW3H3I
Kal:imal;i
Kasanianla l̂?>551
Katphala ^1^55
Surarsoo
Koolahal !
Oomloorkuriiecka 
Fangeo MK;>n
I Yachcebala 1R 3dTV:T
K a k a m a i l i e e  ^TRofl
Vishamoi >s 111 ee

< •i v n i u n i  s a n e l M i n .

Vitex Ncgiimlo.
< •cvniiihi "iatissimum.
Libiat plant.

/

I ’• i g o s ( i• n i o n  o e v i n n i i l e s .  
t

t Ivnamlropsis pcntapeylla 
• jissia sojilnira, 
iM in ica sa piila. 
J>;ilsamodom 1ronniyrrlia.

>

Siih in ia  en e i i l la ta .  
Cleroili-mlimi in Inn inial iiiii. 
I' laeolir l ia e a ta  p lirac ta .
Si *laiim 11■ 11i ” 111111. 
S tr \r lm os  m ix vomica.

D rills  ol I liis iiroiip act, as cordial* mid appetisers, and 
liavo tlie I'eiimlc action of rolieviii”’ conee.sl.ions, conglis 
mid dillicnlt v of breatliini;. They also ael a.s delcrye.nl,s 
nnd as verini|i |et.,s or insecticides, provcnliiij; (In; liiriiiation 
ot heliiiinthoiils, or internal parasites (they may. therefore, 
Ijo tei'Miod antizootics ami aiitizvniotics.)

IT ih T in :  man w i io  i)i:i 'i: i!Mi\i:s 'I'm: i i m x i r v  " F  t h k
ticciijiatioii , not, th o  0C.‘CM|Kition wliieli mcu.sMroi} th o  d ig- 
u i ty  y f  th e  m an.

7 7 / ' / . O I W A S T R I A X  R E L I G I O N  A S  U E P R E -  
S E X 'I  E I)  J i ) '  M A / { T I N  J / A I ' d ,  I ' l l .  ]>.

Illl I KI'KI) 11V A l’A IlSt Til 111 ISOI’II 1ST.

'I'lie relieions writings of tlie rnrsees are known hv the 
name of Zend Avesta. They .should more properly he 
designated A\esta-o-Zend. Avesta, moans the text, and 
Zend moans the commentary. When in the course of 
ayes, the original text or Avesta became unintelligible, n\v- 
ine to the langnaye in which it was written ccasiiig to In; 
the vernacular of the- people, coinmontmies were written 
to explain il. And, similarly, when thi' language of the 
commentaries also cca.sed to lie the vernacular, further 
Zend or the commentary of tlio first Zernl was written. 
And now the words Avesta and Zernl which meant the 
text and the commentary aro appropriated a.s the 
names of the lunt/iuiffrD in which the text and the tirst 
commentary wero written. The language of the later 
commentary is known under the name of the l’elilvi 
language. A vesta-o-Zend, .therefore, moans tho writings 
iu the A vesta and Zend languages. The religioMs writings, 
as they originally existed in tho combined Avesta and 
Zend languages, were very voluminous.

“ I’liny reports on the authority  of lleimippos, the.
( Irock philosopher, th a t  Zoroaster composed two millions 
of verses, ami au Arabic historian, Abu .laHer Attavari, 
assures us that Zoroaster’s writings comprised twelve 
thousand cow skins, i. e.. parchments.”

These writings consisted of twenty-one parts or No.sks. 
Tho names and tlio eon touts of those Nosks, as translated 
hv Dr. Jiang, arc given below:—

, \  t o n e s  t t t t t l  t ' O t t l t ' n ! s  v f  l / t c  h t ' t ' i t f  l / - t w r  A t i f l ' x .

1. $t-itulltir oi• ,SV/in/ ) tixltt/i (Zend rlnili— praise, wor­
ship) comprised I hirty-throe chapters, containing the praise 
and wuiship of )«:>//«* or angels,

2. twenty-two chapters, containing pravers 
and instructions to men about good actions, chiefly those 
called jtnhiiii/tii, i. o., to induce another to assist a fellow- 
man.

!>. I ti/tis/it MtintIn'it, twenty-two chapters, treating of 
abstinence, piety, religion, qualities of Zoroaster, I'fcc.

f. Jhii/ltii, twenty-one chapters, containing an ex­
planation of tlio religious duties, the orders and command­
ments of ( Ji ii I, and obedience ol men, how to guard against 
hell and reach lion von.

o. .1 Itint’ltit, thirty-two chapters, containing tho know­
ledge of this and that world, the future lifo, qualities of their 
inhabitant.';, the revelations of (iod, conccrning heaven, 
earth, water, trees, tire, men and beasts; the resurrection 
of the dead and the passing of tho cltiiirnt (the way to 
heaven).

• i. A tfihtr. lliiity-livo chapters, containing astronomy, 
geography, astrology, translated into Arabic, M i l d e r  tho 
name )'itnftil, and known to the IVrsiaus by tho name 
«/’ J'nirtiiiiti: Jan.

7. Pajotii, twenty-two chapters, treating of what food 
is allowed or prohibited, of the reward to lie obtained in 
tho other world for keeping six ( iiihdmf>i(r* and tho Fur-  
rtirtlai/dn.

S. R ’tf ii*/iIti i , titty chapters, (at tho time of Alexander 
the Oreat, only thirteen were extant) treating of the differ­
ent n ih 's  or heads in tho creation, such as kim-s, lindi

. . . . . .  r  ’ p
priests, ministers, aud giving statements as to wliat species 
aro Ahuramnzd's and what Ahriman’s; there was besides a 
geographical section in it.

!l. Jhirisli, sixty chapters, (thirteen of which were 
only extant a t  Ihe time of Alexander tlio (bea t)  containing 
the code of laws for kings, governors, &c., workmanship of 
various kinds, tlio sin of lying.

JO. hits/ismr, sixty chapters, (at Alexander's time 
liftcen only were extant) treating of metaphysics, natural 
philosophy, div inity, X'c.

II .  ]~t.iiiit<ji No*/.’, sixty chapters (at Alexanders time 
only ton wero extant) on the reign of Gustasp aud his con­
version to tlio religion nml its propagation l>y him through 
tho world.



12. Khtt'ltl, tweuty-two chapters, divided into 
six parts ;  jirat, on the  uatnrc  of the divine being, the  
Zoroastrian faith, the  duties enjoined by it  ; secondly, on 
obedience due to the  k ing  ; thirdly, on tlie reward for good 
actions in the other world, and how to be saved from h e l l ; 
fourthly, on tlie s tructure  of the  world, agriculture, botany, 
&c.; f if th ly ,  ou the four classes of which a nation consists, 
viz., rulers, warriors, agriculturists, traders and workmen ; 
(the contents of the  sixth division are left out.)

13. Sfciul, sixty chapters, on the miracles of Zoroas­
ter and Gdhduiburs, &c.

14. Jiraaht, twenty-two chapters, on the  hum an life, 
from the b irth  aud its end up to the day of resurrec­
tion, on the causes of m an’s birth, why some are born in 
wealth, others in poverty.

15. B uyliun  Yeshl, seventeen chapters, containing the 
praise of high angels like men.

1G. Nuydrum ,  fifty-four chapters, codc of law, stating 
what is allowed and what prohibited.

17. AsjHirum,  sixty-four chapters on medicine, astro­
nomy, midwifery, &c.

18. JJnmnijtuI, sixty-five chapters, on the marriages 
between the nearest relatives (called 1,-hvctuhltih), zoolo­
gy, and trea tm ent of animals.

19. Axtitrum,  fifty-two chapters, treating  of the  civil 
and criminal law ; of th e  boundaries of the country, of the 
resurrection.

20. Vendidad, twenty-two chapters, on the  removal ot 
uncleanliness of every description from which great defects 
arise hi the world.

21. Ih id i i l / i t , th irty  chapters, on the creation, its won­
ders, structure, &c.

All the Nosks are not a t  present in the  possession of 
the Parsecs. Most or ra ther  the largest portion of these 
writings has been destroyed, and it is the belief of the 
Zoroastrians that they  were destroyed by Alexander 
at the time of his invasion and conquest of Persia. 
This opinion is confirmed by the accounts given by 
classical writers. “ W e find,” says Dr. l laug ,  “ from 
Diodorus and Curtius tha t  Alexander really did burn the 
citadel at Persepolis, iu a drunken frolic, a t  the  instiga­
tion of the A thenian courtesan Thais, and in revenge• o
for the destruction of Greek temples by Xerxes." W ith  
the destruction of the  palace m ust have been destroyed 
the sacred books kep t  in the Royal archives. During 
the 550 years of Macedonian and Parth ian  supremacy 
which followed Alexander’s conquest, it  is said tha t Zo­
roastrianism bad fallen into neglect, and as a natural 
consequence much of the Zoroastrian literature was lost 
during this period. Whatever may have been the  cause, 
this is the fact, tha t  a t  the Sassanian period, when the 
revival of the Zoroastrian religion took place, the largest 
bulk of the sacred writings was gone and only a very 
small portion and th a t  too, except the Vendidad, in a frag­
mentary state was left. These fragments, the learned 
men of the Sassanian period p u t  together according to 
their understanding to make something like a consis­
tent whole, and to explain them, wrote commentaries in 
Pehlvi, which was the vernacular of the time. The 
portions thus preserved and brought together and now 
extant with the Parsees, are Yasna (Izeshne), Visporatu 
(Visparad), Vendidad, Yaslits, Hadokht, Vistasp Nosk, 
Afringan, Niayish, Gab, some miscellaneous fragments 
and the Sirozali ( thirty  days) or calendar.

The commou opinion of the Zoroastrians ascribed all 
the above-named portions as well as the twenty-one Nosks 
in their entirety to the  authorship of Zoroaster. Modern 
philology has, however, now established beyond doubt, 
by means of the difference in language, and where the 
language is the same, by the  difference in style, that these 
writings were tlie productions of different persons and 
brought into existence a t  different times.

Thus the language in which the writings exist has be­
come tliu indicator of the periods of their composition and 
of their authorship. According to this test, the oldest of

the writings now in existence are the five Gatlias,* whicho ( t ' t
were embodied in the  “ Yasna,” and which with the  
exception of some few passages are ascribed to Zarathu­
stra himself.

Some portion of the remaining “ Yasna” contains the  
prayers very well-known to Zoroastrians, viz., “ Yatlia- 
Alui-verio," “ Ashem-Vohu,” and “ Y angeh-lla tam .” These 
small prayers nre declared to have been even older than 
the Gatlias themselves.

After the Gatlum, the next in the order of antiqu ity  arc 
the following pieces, viz., “ Vendidad,” “ Yasna,” (excepting 
the Gatlias and three older prayers,) more particularly 
called “ Izeshne,” “ Hadokht,” “ Visparad,” ‘'Yaslits,” “Afrin­
gan Nyaish,” “ Gab,” “ Siroza other fragments follow 
which are collected together under the name of “ Klior- 
dcli Avesta,” and arc m eant to be recited in daily prayer. 
These are composed by selecting and putting  together as 
seemed best to the Dastoors (or high priests) of the Sas- 
saniaii period, passages from the writings preserved to 
them. In all the writings, whether Avesta or Zend, the 
religion taught by Zoroaster, is called a t  all the various 
places, by the name of the ‘‘ Mazdiasni” religion, and the 
professors of it, are called the “ Mazdiasnians,” from “ Maz­
da” the most wise, and “ Yasna,” to worship.

Mr. K. It. Kama, who is the best, authority  on this 
subjectinlndia,.shows in liis “Lifeof Zaratlmstra,”— a work 
very valuable for its great learning, research and scope—  
tha t  several times previous to the advent of Zaratlmstra, 
there was preached the  religion of one true God, against 
the prevalent irreligion and polytheism ; and tlio move­
m ent a t  each time is mentioned in the Avesta, under 
the name of “ Mazdiasni religion.” Tims the  Mazdiasni 
religion, i.e., the religion of the one true God— Mazda, the  
most wise— was in existence among the. Persians, even be­
fore Zaratlmstra ; and he appeared in the character of a
reviver or reformer. His teachings, as distinguis/ie</ from  » • . ® 
those which preceded him and which ho adopted, are
known by the name of Mazdiasni Zarathusti religion. In
one prayer where the true believer confesses his faith, he
says “Jasa  m eavanghe Mazda, Mazdiasno ahme, Mazdiasno
Zarathustris,” meaning “ H elp  me, O Mazda, I am a Maz-
diasnian, a Mazdiasnian through Zoroaster.”

Thus, the name Mazdiasni borne by the religion taugh t 
by Zarathustra, as well as by the movements which pre­
ceded him, indicates tha t  all these teachings were mono­
theistic, or the religion thus preached a t  different times, 
and consummated by Zarathustra, was monotheism.

We thus arrive at the question whether a.s the name 
implies the religion is really monotheism or dualism, or a 
worship in which monotheism, dualism and the worship 
of angels, the sun, moon and stars, fire and water, &c., are 
confusedly intermingled.

Dr. l l a u g  says— T hat Zarathustra’s theology wan 
mainly based on monotheism, one may easily ascertain 
from the Gatlias, chiefly from the  second. Zarathustra 
•fSpitama’s conception of Ahurmazd as Supreme Being is 
perfectly identical with the  notion of Elohim (God) or 
Jehovah, which we find in the  Pouks of the Old Testa­
ment. Ahurmazd is called by him, the creator of earthly 
and spiritual life, the  lord of the whole universe at. whose 
hands are all the  creatures, l ie  is the light, and the 
source of light, lie is the wisdom and intellect, >tc., &c.”

Let us see what a direct examination of the Gathils 
themselves tells us. Of all the sacred writings, the Gathas 
being the portions ascribed to Zarathustra himself, infor­
mation as to the basis and essence of the Zoroastrian faith 
ought to be sought in them. The other portions of the 
sacred writings came into existence some ages afterwards, 
and if there is any difference between them and what is

■ T im  n a m e ; - o f  l .husu G a t l in s  a r e  (1) G atha . A h u n a v a t i ,  (lii (i;Hh:i tJ.stv.iti , 
(li) G . itha  S |>on to  m a i r .y n s h ,  ( J) ( J a tb a  V o h u - K h s h a U ir c n i ,  (fi) (>:Uh:i V a l i i sh -  
o is t i s .  i i a l l i . i  m e a n s  a  aont*-, a  h y m n .

f  Sfi ilo imi  m e a n *  t h e  f a m i ly  o f  b p i l a m a .  H  i t h e  <<|>inion of  mihiu ( h a t  
Zurn t lm .s lr a  w as  i h e  romm<»:i n a m e  ap|>IU:4 to  h ig h  a iu l ll ia l,  t h e r e ­
fo re , / . a r a lh u K lr a  w ho  lii> t t a u g h t  t h e  r e l ig io n ,  whi<-h I n a r *  liis n a m e  is <li>« 
( ingni tsheti in wevenil p l a c e s  in ( h e  A v e s t a  as  Zanit l iuptiM ft|*itaiun, i .e . ,  Zara# 
t h u s t n i  of  t h o  f a m i ly  of  Sj» it am a.



taught in tlic Gathas, the latter certainly sire more to lie 
relied upon as levelling  the real nature  of tlic failli 
which Zarathustra  Spitama taught, The language of 
the Gathas is most difficult, tu understand. Unfortunate­
ly the great. European scholars, notwithstanding all their 
labours, have. not. yet been able to give a. translation 
which can be accepted as final and .satisfactory. Moro or 
less successful efforts have been made to arrive a t  the 
true sense of the (Iathas, anil the translation ot Ur. Hang, 
recommended by the high authority of his name, may.be 
accepted as the  best, tha t  is available a t  present. Every 
verse of the Gathas, as given in Ur. Hang’s translation, 
hears unmistakoable evidence, as to the teachings nf Zara­
thustra  being pre-eminently monotheistic. A few of these 
verses are given below.

1. 1 will n o w  te l l  you who a re  a s s e m b le d  h ere ,  th e  
w ise  s ay in g s  o f  th e  most, wise, Ihe  p ra ise s  o f  Ihe  liv ing  
(iod , am i th e  songs  of th e  good spirit,, t h e  s u b l im e  t r u th  
w h ich  1 see  a i i s i n g  o u t  o f  th e se  sacred  llnmes.

2. You shall, therefore, hearken to the  soul ol nature 
contemplate the beams of fire with a, most pious mind ! 
livery one, both men and women, ought to-day to 
choose his creed. Ye, offspring of renowned ancestors, 
awake to agree with ns (i. o., to approve of my lore to 
be delivered to you a t  this moment).

!). Thus let us be. snob as help the life of the future. 
The wise living spirits are the greatest, supporters of it. 
The prudent man wishes only to be there  where wisdom 
is a t homo.

I I. Therefore perform ye the commandments, which 
pronounced by the wise (God) himself, have been given to 
mankind ; ibr they  are. a, nuisance and perdition to liars, 
b u t  prosperity to Ihe believer in the truth; they are the 
fountain of happiness.

N. When my eyes beheld Thee, the essence of the 
truth, the Creator of life, who manifests his life in his 
works, then I knew Thee to be the primeval spirit, Thou 
"Wise, so high in the mind as to create the world, and the 
F a th e r  of tlic Good Mind.

•S.'!. 2. Who are opposed in their thoughts, words
anil actions to the wicked and th ink  of the welfare of the 
crcation, their efforts will be crowned with .success through 
the mercy of Ahura Mazda,

!H. 1. Immortality, truth, wealth, health, all these
gifts to be granted iu consequence of (pious) actions, 
words and woishipping to those men (who pray here), are 
plentiful in thy possession, Almra Mazda !

Blessed is he, blessed are all men; to whom the Living 
Wise Ood of His ( )\vn Command should g ran t  those two 
everlasting powers (wholesomoness and immortality). For 
this very good, I  beseech Thee, Ahura Mazda ; maycst 
thou through thy angel of piety (Armaiti) give me happi­
ness, tlic good, true things, and the possession of the good 
mind.

2. 1 believe Thee to be the Best, Being of all, the
Source of Light for the world. Everybody shall choose 
Thee, (believe iu Thee) a.s the Source of L ight Thee, Thee, 
Holiest Spirit, Mazda, i Thou creat.est all good, true things 
by means of the power of Thy Good Mind at, any time, and 
promisest, us (who believe in Thee) a long life.

lo. Thus I  believed in Thee, Thou Holy One, Thou
Living Wise. There he came to me with the good mind. ^ . . . . * 
May the greatest happiness brightly blaze out of these
flames ; may the number of the worshippers of the liar
(bad spirit) diminish ; may all those ( tha t  are present)
address themselves to the Shoshiants.*

■S. Him whom 1 desire to worship and celebrate with 
my hymns, I  beheld ju s t  now with my eyes, him who 
knows the truth, him, the living wise as the source of

* \< t l u  ii m m ’ g iv e n  t o  th o se .  w h o  a d v a n c e d  tl ic  M n/.d ia sn i
r e l ig io n  hef<>rc X a r a lh n s t r a ,  w ho  a l so  is c a l led  ono of  t h o  N h o s h ia n t s .  I>r, 
l l a n g  t r a n s l a to r  th i s  w o rd ,  a.s m e a n i n g  “  fire p r i e s t ” f r o m  I h e  r u n t  “  -Midi" 
t o  h u m  ; n ee n rd m ir  I "  Mr. K. J l .  K a m a  “ .such’’ m e a n s  “ In g iv e  light, " '  
“  t-* e n l ig h t e n ” a n d  S h o s h i a n t s  w e re  th o s e  w h o  e n l i g h t e n e d  t h e  p e o p l e  in t h e  
t r u e  re l ig ion . T h a t  t h e  l a t t e r  is t h e  r i g h t  m e a n i n g  is c o n f i r m e d  h y  t h e  
w o r d  “  fcho.shians" w hich  is t h e  n a m e  g iv e n  to  l lm sc , w h o m  a c c o r d in g  to  
t r a d i t i o n  t h e  V araecs  e x p e c t  iu t h e  f u t u r e  t o  r e v iv e  t h e  Mazdia .sui  r e l ig io n .  
F o r  p e r s o n s  w i th  t h a t  miss io n  “  S h o s h i a n s  is a n  a p p r o p r i a t e  n a m e  w h e n  it  
m e a n s  “  tho>c w h o  e n l i g h t e n , ” a n d  n o t  w hen  i t  m e a n s  ( i re -p r ies ts .

the good mind, tbe good action and the good word. So 
let us p u t  down our gifts of praise in the dwelling-place 
of the heavenly singers.

1. To what, country shall I g o ?  Where shall I take 
my refuge. < W hat country is sheltering the master (Zara­
thustra) and his companion ? None of the servants pays 
reverence to me, not the wicked rulers of the country. 
How shall I worship T’hec further, Ahura Mazda ?

2. I  know tha t  1 am helpless, look a t  me, being 
amongst few men, for I have few men (I have lost my 
followers or they have left me) ; I  implore Thee weeping, 
Thou, A huia  Mazda-, who gran test happiness as a friend 
gives a present to his friend. The good of the mind is thy 
possession, Thou True.

As regards the so-called dualism of the Zoroastrian 
doctrines, Dr. H ang -writes as follows:— “ The opinion 
so generally entertained now, that, Zarathustra was preach­
ing Dualism, tha t is to say, this supposition of two origi­
nal independent spirits, a good and a bad one, utterly  dis­
tinct from each other and one counteracting the creation 
of the other, is owing to a confusion of his philosophy with 
his theology. Having arrived at  the grand idea of the 
unity and the. indivisibility of the  Supreme Being, he 
undertook to solve the great problem which has engaged 
the attention of so many wise men of antiquity  and even 
of modern times, viz., how are tho imperfections discover­
able in the world, the various kinds of evils, wickedness 
and baseness, compatible with the goodness, holiness and 
justice of God. This great th inker of so remote an an ti­
quity solved the difficult question, philosophically bv 
the supposition of two primeval causes which, though 
different, were united, and produced the world of the 
material things as well as tha t  of the spirit ; which doc­
trine may best be learnt, from Yas. XXX.

“ The one who produced the reality (gaya) is called 
I 'nhii-iiitiiio “ the good mind,” the other through whom 

the  “ non-reality” (ri.jya.iti) originated, bears the name 
Aht-muno, “ the naught, mind.” All good, true and per­
fect things which fall under the category of “ reality” are 
the productions of the “ good mind,” while, all th a t  is bad 
and delusive belonging to the  sphere of “ non-reality” is 
traced to the “naught mind.” They are fho. two moving 
causes in the Universe, united from beginning, and, there­
fore, called “ twins” (j/rma— Sans. Yaman). They are 
spread everywhere in Ahura Mazda as well as in men.

“ Those two primeval principles, if supposed to bo united 
in Ahura Mazda himself, are not called Vuhu-mnno and 
Al'o-miiHu, bu t Spciitu-iim'mniish, that is. white or holy 
spirit and A»tjn>->u<iin)/u*h, i. c„ dark spirit. Tliat Angro- 
niainyusli i.s no separate being opposed to Ahura, Mazda, is 
unmistakeably to be gathered from Yas. XIX, where A hu­
ra Mazda is mentioning his two spirits who are inherent in 
his own nature, and are in other passages (Yas. 57) dis­
tinctly called the “ two creators” and “ the two masters” 
(payu). Aud, indeed, we never find “ Angro-mainyush" 
mentioned a.s a constant opponent to Ahura Mazda in the 
Gathas, as i.s the ease in later writings. The evil against 
which Ahura Mazda and all good men are fighting, i.s 
called di'id-hisk " destruction” or “ lie, ’ which i.s nothing 
but a personification of the JJeras. The same expression 
for the “ evil” spread in the world we find in the Persian 
cuneiform inscriptions, where, moreover, no opponent of 
Ahura Mazda, liko Angro-mainyush, i.s ever mentioned. 
God (Ahura Mazda) in the l'ock records of King Darius, is 
only one, as Jehovah, in the old Testament, having no 
a 11 ve rsa ry w h on isoev o r."

A ll these a ttem pts  a t  explanation show but more forci­
bly the difficulty of solving the question, what is Zoroas­
trianism ? All the passages in which Ahura Mazda, and 
the two spirits— “ Volm-mano,” and Ako-mano,” or 
“ Spento-mainyush” and “ Angro-mainyush,”—are spoken 
of, seem to be fraught, with immense mystic meaning. 
Great learning and labour have been expended in de­
ciphering these ancient writings, but the result of all 
this has been to show more and more clearly tha t there 
is something within and something beyond which is not 
caught hold of. All tha t  has as yet been said or written
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on tlio  su b je c t ,  lias n o t  su cceeded  iu u n i t i n g  tl ic  s e p a r a te  
p a r t s  in to  ii  c o n s i s te n t  wliolo, a n d  w l ia t  is tl ie  essence  o f  
Z o ro a s t r ia n ism  is y e t  a n  u n se t t l e d  q u e s t io n .  I t  is, in deed ,  
sad  i f  th e  m e a n s  o f  so lv ing th i s  d if f icu l ty  a r e  lost to  tl ie  
world a l to g e th e r ,  a n d  e q u a l ly  sad  i f  tl ie  so lu t io n  is to  be  
deferred  long b e y o n d  o u r  t im e.

s r r n n -  p r a n k s  i n t r a  c a u i 'a s k s .

“ Verily Truth is often stronger tluui lirtiou !”

Home 111roc; months ago, tin; Yankee-1 rish editor of 
an unimportant, tliinl-elass Anglo-Indian paper, in a lit, 
apparently of ilelirlunt tremens, witli abuse aud low slan­
der, called us a “ Spiritualist." The epithet was thrown 
into our teeth under the evident impression that, iu the 
eyes of the sceptical public, a t  least, it would overwhelm us. 
The mark was missed that time. If, to believe in the  reality 
of numberless phenomena, produced for long years under 
our own eyes, iu almost every country, and under the most 
satisfactory test conditions, precluding all possibility of 
trickery, constitutes one a “ Spiritualist,” then in com­
pany with a host- of the most em inent men ot learning, 
we plead guilty. B u t if, on the other hand, we take W eb ­
ster’s definition tha t  a Spiritualist is “ one who believes 
in direct intercourse with departed spirits, through tins 
agency ot persons called Medium.*" then it was a stupid 
blunder tha t the editor committed. W hether rightly or 
wrongly, we do not a ttr ibu te  the  phenomena we believe 
iu to the agency of " spirits” that are tlio souls ot the de­
parted. This is not the  occasion to expound our personal 
theory. Kor, to begin, there! are bu t lew Spiritualists 
who are unacquainted with it  ; and our present object 
being to draw the attention of every sensible person to 
just such phenomena a.s the orthodox Spiritualists a t t r i ­
bute to spirits, it matters little to whatever cause we 
personally may attribute  them. Earnest, and indomitable 
searchers after truth, and wanting only the Tittrnt,  none 
of us, Theosopliists, claim infallibility or set ourselves to 
dogmatising. We are no sectarians, aud most of us, if 
not all, are honestly open to conviction. Let. any one 
prove to us an alleged tact to be really one, and we are 
willing to accept it ius a dogma any day. Having said so 
much, we may add, with the permission of the person 
vouchsafing for the strange phenomena hereinafter de­
scribed, that the writer is our own sister, Madame V. 1*. 
de Jelihofsky, of Tiilis (Russian Caucasus), one of the 
most truthful women we have ever known, and a great 
sceptic upon such matters for long years. Hut the weird 
experience Vicing her own, and all the facts but one hav­
ing happened under her very eyes, she did not. hesi­
tate to state them. She is a Spiritualist. Had they been 
stated to us by any other person, wo would, to say the 
least, have accepted them with the greatest hesitancy, and 
ten to one Would have “ killed” the letter. As it is, we 
publish it iu lull.— Eli.

Anxious to fulfil iny promise, I devote this letter en ­
tirely to Spiritualism ami its manifestations in our old 
city. As to explaining these phenomena, 1 must decline 
the task altogether.

Of facts there is such an abundance, tha t  I am at a loss 
with which to begin. Hence, according to our Itussinn 
impolite custom, 1 will begin by speaking of myself. 
Table-turning Hoiirishes among us, a t present, in a most 
uiiiu-countahlc way. Of late it has become more distin­
guished for the manifestations of its physical, brutal 
rather than intellectual force. The answers given by the 
tablesand their arguments are weak and often mendacious, 
but fancy, they have now taken about the rooms !
Yes, to literally llyiug. Upsetting itself upside down on 
the floor, our table hardly touched begins to ju m p  of itself 
un the sofas, living on top of other tables, on the side­
board, beds and other fu rn itu re ; and in its (light back 
turns summersets in the air iu re turning to its original 
|»sition. This seems so wildly fantastic, that were it not

for the absurdity of the notion, I  might be half willing to 
believe that it is ourselves, who were cheating, and turned 
and threw them about the  room ' Two days ago, a t  the 
house of Madame-Babaef, a very heavy family dining-table 
a t  which we had ju s t  had our tea, began to dance and tly 
about, jum ping  on every bit of furniture in the dining­
room, until, owing to the supplications of Wladimir, 
Popof's youngest brother, who saw something terrific in 
these proceedings, we were forced to desist.

I must tell you that, this Popof family is a very extraor­
dinary one ; extraordinary, inasmuch as tlie most weird 
and unaccountable phenomena, visions aud manifestations 
have for years taken place among its members. They have 
an unde, alive to this day, anil who resides a t  Odessa, a 
marine officer, named Tvorogof. -Many years ago, he fell 
iuto a lethargy and was pronounced by the doctors dead. 
The priests had come, and were already chant ing the funeral 
service over bis dead body which lay in a eollin, and the 
undertaker was ready to place it, on tho hearse. Tho poor 
man who, t,hough nimble to manifest a sign of life, heard 
and realized everything that, was taking place around 
him, tooling that lie was lost, then made a supreme ettort 
and in a last desperate, though to others inaudible, cry 
called to his (.iod for help. A t the same instant his light 
hand was lifted up by some supernatural power and made
to strike, a heavy blow against the. coffin lid__The. thump
was heard by all, and the eoftin immediately opened. Hut 
the man inside it seemed as dead as ever ; and, were it 
not for tho resolute protest of his old aunt would have 
been buried nevertheless. As it was In; was left, to stand 
with the coffin opened for several davs longei when, final­
ly, at the end of the fifth day lie revived, l ie  lived alter 
that for twenty-live years more ! Mr. I’opof, the father of 
the family, who aro our friends, saw his dead lathcrsevcral 
times, nnd described him accurately. His own sister lived 
unto tho last, day of her life in a world of wonders and vi­
sions. < >ne instance ;—-A t. the death of Madame Nelidof, 
her lilo-long friend, old Mrs. l’opof used to visit, tin; chapel 
iu the  Nelidof palace a t  Kaarsk (when; they lived) for 
the solo purpose of having there interviews with her de­
ceased friend ! .More than that ; it is the firm belief of 
the whole town, tha t  oven after her death, Mrs. Nelidof, 
who was renowned for her holiness anil piety, used to 
regularly aud daily appear in the old chapel, whcie she 
had worshipped during her life, and then*, approaching 
the image, of the Saviour, pray as if she were alive ! Tlie 
old gentleman, Mr. A. I’opof, assured mo most, solemnly, 
tha t many persons of his own family as well as the chil­
dren of the deceased had seen her phantom in prayer : 
among others, Mrs. N elidofs  daughter who was marriedc* * o
to tin; Count Kleinmichel.* Ami now, to my own ex­
perience with this strange family. .

Their son, Volodya, a sehool-boy of fifteen, is just re ­
covering from an illness of the  most dangerous character. 
An abscess hail formed in his lungs which, when burst, dis­
charged an enormous quantity  of purulent m a t te r ;  even 
now— that is, after more than two months,— the discharge 
continues night, and day into a vessel, through a tube set. 
in the wound made by the operation. This boy it  was 
who supplicated us to give up our communications through 
the table, assuring ns most solemnly that, the agency at work 
was very, very bad ; tha t  it was dangerous Ibr all of us. I 
willingly believe what the boy says, and will toll you why. 
The fact, is t hat tho poor lad had been during a whole fort­
night given up by tho best doctors. There was no hope 
for him, especially after the cruel operation, l i e  wa.s so 
weak that, he had to be gently turned from one side to the 
other on a pair of sheets, and was nimble even to raise a 
hand. Suddenly, after a fortnight of agony, when his last 
breath was expected every minute, he awoke quite  bright, 
and firmly declared to every one of the family tha t  he was 
voir saved aud that from that, day lie would be placed un ­
der the care of anot/ur  doctor, who would treat him by 
a method of his own. At night, In; called to his mother 
to bring a saucer of olive oil, and a glass of rod wine, and

” Aii tl iuso a r o  h i s to r i c a l  a n d  vvc l l-knoun  n a m e ,  a n i o n s  t l i e  K ukmud 
a r i s t o c r a c y .



bnde her place both 011 tlie stand near liis bed, together 
with a wax-light, taper. Ho next, iniploreil liis mother in tin- 
most supplicating terms, in ease lie should be asleep, to 
awake hint precisely at. 2 A. At., and then go and leave the 
room. He assured her that, his very life depended on the 
str ic t  performance of (his programme, anil begged of her, 
moreover, not to question him at. the time. The boy bad 
been on the very verge of death for over three weeks. 
As a m atter of course, Ihe mother promised everything lie 
liked, but mistaking tho whole thing for fever delirium, 
concluded to tell him it. was two, (it whatever other hour 
be m ight awake, and never for one moment lose sight of 
him. The boy fell asleep early in the evening, and slept 
soundly and calmly as he had never slept since his illness. 
Ifis mother sat near him, watching him as usual ; and 
waiting for her sister, who came usually to relieve her at 
S o’clock. Suddenly— it needed but ono minute !o two, 
Volodya— bear in mind, that tlie boy was lying then 
motionless, nud th a t  he never could move a  muscle with­
out a fearful pain in his operated side and suffocation in 
his diseased lungs— Volodya awoke, and s itting  up iu bed 
lowered both his legs to the  floor and loudly called his 
mother, who had been half dozing. She startl 'd to her 
feet, hardly believing her eyes ; her Volodya, was hurried­
ly snatching off his night clothes, shirt and all.........  Then
in a solemn whisper, he began supplicating her again to 
go away, to leave him  alone for a  few minutes, 
repeating again tha t  his life was involved iu her obeying 
his prayer. She pretended to lea ve t.lm room but hid her­
self behind the screens near tho door. She told me that 
she now distinctly hoard her son conversing with some 
invisible Presence as if answering questions—-to her­
self inaudible ; and that be ended by loudly repealing a 
prayer, in which tin* words—“ 1 believe, () Mighty Lord,
1 believe in Thy sole help, and that. Thine hand alone will 
cure me !...”were incessantly utte ied. And, then, again 
th is  sentence : “ These ligatures will fall off a t Thy will... 
Thou wilt help me, and they will fasten themselves again 
on the wound by Thy o r d e r ! ’” Upon hearing this, the 
mother felt mortally frightened, lest her son should snatch 
away the bandages and the  siphon introduced into tho 
gaping wound, and was ready to rush to him, when through 
a crack in the screen she happened to catch sight, of her 
son. She saw him sitting bent down and motionless upon 
the  aide of his bed. in such a posture, as if he wero allow­
ing some one to bo examining his operated side, and m u t ­
tering prayers aiul making signs of the cross all the while. 
In  a few moments, the boy straightened himself up, put. 
on his shirt himself  (he is unable to do as much even now, 
after a lapse of six weeks I) tixed his eyes upon the ceil­
ing, once more made the sign of the cross, and laid back ou
hjs pillow__Then the mother cautiously approached him
and, not daring to offer him any question upon the m ys­
terious event, simply enquired whether he needed any­
th ing more.

“ W h a t  more can 1 need, now,” answered the boy with 
an ecstatic smile, “ now, when (>od himself anointed my 
wound aud promised to cure me '{"

From tha t  night forward all idea of death—an idea 
which had never abandoned him since his sickness, ami to 
which he had been fully resigned— left him.

Twice more, in all three times, he had the mysterious 
visit and now to the great disgust of the physicians, be is 
beyond all immediate danger.

Yesterday I went to see him and had a long talk with 
the boy. H e  told me th a t  in each instance, lie had been 
forewarned in his dreams of the forthcoming visit and 
vision of the  Presence, th a t  cured him ; after that, a t  the 
appointed hour, the ceiling seemed to open over his couch, 
a divine luminous light radiated from it. and God H im ­
self descended and anointed him with the holy oils— 
(showing me how H e did it). Hut tha t which God had 
told him ho imparted to no ono bu t  to his mother, assur­
ing me tha t  such were “ l i i s  orders.” N othing can shake the 
boy’s firm conviction that it was not the doctor bu t  the 
" Lord Sabbaoth,” himself, as lie calls the  vision— who 
cured him, And I, without any hesitation whatever, firm­

ly believe in the reality of the vision, and would wish 
that, the whole world should learn and know that among 
many absurd and meaningless phenomena there are such 
happy manifestations, which, in my opinion, contain a 
world of suggestive meaning aud a grand consolation for us, 
poor helpless sinners crushed under the burden of sins, 
doubts and other woes and sorrows !

There is a certain bouse here, at Tillis, near the Moosli- 
t.-ud garden, long since deserted ou account of its repu­
tation of being haunted. This winter, a strong rumour 
was suddenly spread about the town that phenomena of the 
most infernal character took place there nightly. The 
soldiers living opposite this house were constantly startled 
in their barracks, by a fearful noise of thundering thump1; 
iu it, as though many persons wore engaged in pulling 
down the roof and walls and scattering the fragments 
all over. These rumours grew so wild tha t a number 
of educated and determined men began to form in parties
anil visit it a t  nights with the intention of invostigatiii" 

i - . . * ♦ ® t hem. ( )ne company of such fearless visitors was com­
posed of several professors and students,— Messrs. lladliu, 
Professor of Languages, and Bokov, of Natural Sciences, 
being among the number. These were the most deter­
mined and zealous of all investigators, and it is from 
these sceptical gentlemen tha t  I have the details. Daily 
with the first, approach of twilight the whole buildin" 
beg an to tremble, as if it were going to fall to pieces. 
A most. ap]talling din and unearthly ghostly noises shook 
the house to its foundations. Large pieces of plaster 
and timber fell in a  shower from t.he ceilings, and sand, 
shingle and even rocks pelted the visitors upon their 
arrival. Some one of those who had visited the haunted 
place previously, had warned our friends not to take their 
watches with them a.s they invariably got s]n>ilt from 
tho lirst moment of their appearance. Anxious to note 
the time and having determined to pass there tho whole 
night, a Mr. Stadlin had once taken with him an alarm 
clock which ii]K>n entering he placed on the window sill. 
Before the eyes of the whole party, the clock began imme­
diately to strike, whirr and rumble, whirled round and 
round on its place, and suddenly buret into small frag­
ments. It was as if some one had made a mine in it, 
loaded it with powder and then touched it off. In 
answer to the sand and gravel showering ou his head, 
Professor ljokey began to tire his revolver. But the bul­
lets, after going to the distanco of three or four yards 
harmlessly fell to the ground, suggesting the idea of 
a hand catching them in their flight and then throwingthem 
down. One of the party offered to examine the invisible 
host as to their erudition, and with this object iu view, 
drew on the wall some geometrical figures ; another one 
wrote problems, and loudly asked “ the powers tha t be ” 
to solve them, leaving iu the room for this purpose a few 
pencils. These, so long as the questioners remained in the 
room, lay quiet.; but, upon their  leaving the room to repair 
to ail adjoining apartm ent to try some other experi­
ment, and then returning they found the wall perfectly 
clean, and every one of their  formulas aud ligures trans­
f e r  re<l f ro m  it to the jloor. Then a  variety of experiments 
was begun. Diverse objects being placed in a corner, the 
party left the room shutting  the door after them, and upon 
their return found them in quite another place. Having
driven a large nail into one of the walls it was found------
without the least noise of a hammer being heard,— immedi­
ately driven into the opposite wall ; and no signs left of a 
hole in the first one. The most curious feature of the in­
vestigation is the  one tha t  forcibly brought it. to an end. 
Remarking the various detachments of inysterious-looking 
meu stealing nightly into the haunted house, and, mistaking 
them for political conspirators,— Nihilists— the police made 
a raid one fine night, and catching all of them on the spot, 
arrested every one of the erudite investigators, and took 
them to the police station ! Vain wa.s it for our peda­
gogues to p ro te s t ; useless the explanations offered by them 
to the severe guardians of public security in favour of 
the theory of the fourth dimension of space! The police, 
sure that they had discovered a new infernal plot, would



listen to no excuses. This event created a great sensa­
tion and laugh about tho town. Every door nnd window of 
tho haunted house was securely nailed and all entrance 
into it made impossible. Notwithstanding all these pre­
cautions the noises and disturbances inside are still going
on inside as lively as ever........

A high-born lady ot Russia, the Countess 1’ * * lost 
her husband lately a t  Berlin, and she and her family were 
disconsolate. The widow passed her days and nights weep­
ing and lamenting over her fate. One line day, the ser­
vant announces to her tlic visit of an American gentleman. 
He had just arrived a t  Berlin and sought a personal in­
terview upon some business ol the highest importance to 
the lady. At, tirst she refused to see him, as she had con­
stantly done, even with her best friends. Then he sent 
word that the business concerned her late husband, from 
whom he had a message for her. Then he was adm itted 
into her room. Slw saw' a good-looking, gentlemanly 
Saxon, who in order, he remarked, th a t  she might not 
suspect his good faith, showed her his passports. He 
then proceeded to tell her th a t  ho was a “ medium,”* who 
had come to Europe on business, concerning an inheritance, 
which business had led him to visit one of the Berlin 
burial-grounds. I t  is thero th a t  he hail made her  late 
husband’s acquaintance. He, the dead man, had asked 
him to visit his widow, and beg her not to, bo so despondent, 
and miserable, as her grief was the only impediment to 
his bliss. That, ho felt far better  and happier now, than 
he had ever felt before, being now delivered ot his flail 
W ly  which had caused him so much suffering. The 
Countess stared at  the  medium, and felt firmly convinced 
that she had to deal with a lunatic. But the American 
determined to convince her, set to describing the deceased 
Count’s a p pea ran co to the minutest details, even to the dress 
he had been buried in ; and then she believed. Besides 
that, he informed her tha t her  husband wanted her to 
know’ tha t  certain documents which she would very soon 
need in a forthcoming law-suit for his inheritance, had 
been concealed by him  iu the house upon one of their 
estates. They w e r e  hidden in a certain desk in a certain 
room and in a peculiar-looking note-book. Tho informa­
tion proved perfectly correct, and became in time of the 
greatest importance to the  Countoss, as tho law-suit took 
place as prophesied, and  she easily won it. These are tho 
tacts. •

T I I E  G E S T U l lb ' -S l ‘E E C I I  O F  M A N K I N D .

In  the T llK i )S ( ) i“lHST of March last, we noticed a paper 
read before the American Association for the advance­
ment of Science by Colonel Garrick Mallory o f the  United  
States Army, and attached to the  Bureau of Ethnology of 
tho Smithsonian Institution, upon the  Sign Language of 
the North American Indians. W e have now received a 
more extensive work by the same author issued bv the 
Smithsonian Institution, entitled “ Introduction to tho 
study of Sign Language among tho North  American I n ­
dians as illustrating the Gesture-Speedi of Mankind,” 
in which tho signs of the American aborigines are examin­
ed in suggested comparison with those of other tribes of 
men throughout, the  world and with the  natural, as dis- © 1 
tinct from the conventional, gesture-expressions of deaf 
mutes. Tho scope of tho work is useful in elucidating the 
evolution of articulate speech, the radicals of languages, 
the forms of alphabets and syllabaries and the pietographs 
which preceded tho latter. T he  present production is not, 
however, final, only professing to be an exposition of the 
gesture-speedi of man sufficient to excite interest and 
invito correspondence, to indicate desirable points and 
modes of observation, and to give notice of some facilities 
provided for description and illustration. Tho final pub­
lication, to be issued by tho Smithsonian Institution will 
mainly consist of a collation, in tho form of a vocabulary, of

•  W o  w o u ld  t»e h a p p y  to  l e a n t  t h e  lirtine o f  l l n s  A m e r i c a n  m e d i u m .  Cun 
a n y  o n e  te ll  ? Ku,

all authentic  signs, including signals made at a distance,o *  o o '
with their  description, as also that of any specially asso­
ciated facial expression, set forth in language intended to 
bo so clear, illustrations being added when necessary, th a t  
they can lie reproduced by the reader. The descriptions 
contributed, asalso’the explanation or conception occurring 
to or ascertained by the  contributors, will bo given in 
their  own words, with their  own illustrations when furnish­
ed or when they (ran be designed from written descrip­
tions, and always with individual credit as well as responsi­
bility.

To obtain the collaboration requested, a number of co­
pies of the “ Introduction” with separate sheets of forms 
to facilitate both verbal and figured description, have been 
placed in tho hands of Colonel Olcott for distribution to 
scholars aud observers in the  East, who may bo willing to 
assist iu a study im portant for philology and anthropology 
iu general. The efforts at expression ot all savage or 
barbarian tribes, when brought, into contact with other 
bmlies of men not speaking an oral language common to 
both, should in theory resemble the devices of the Ameri­
can Indians. Thoy are not., however, shown by any pub­
lished works to prevail among many of the tribes of men 
iu Asia, Africa, and Ooeanica in the same manner as 
known among those of North and also of South America, 
but logically should bo found in all districts where uncivi­
lized inhabitants of tho same territory aio separated by 
many linguistic divisions. Such signs may be, first, un ­
connected with existing oral language, aud used between• i • • •  * 1 * 1  people of different districts whoso diversities of dialect
prevent oral communication, or may consist of gestures, 
emotional or not, which are only noticed in oratory or im­
passioned conversation, and possibly are survivals ot a 
former gesturo-language ; secondly, may hi'used to explain 
or accentuate the words of ordinary speech ; and, thirdly, 
hot h these classes of gestures may be examined philologically 
to trace thoir possible connection with the radicals of 
speech, syllabaries and ideographic characters in general. 
Different classes of collaborators are necessary for these 
divisions of the subject.

While tho au thor iu modest terms proposes to do no 
moro than put forth inquiries and suggestions, he presents 
much that is both new aud highly interesting, anil makes 
a valuable contribution to science. 11c dwells tirst upon 
the practical value of the sign language both in com­
munication with living tribes and lor the interpretation of 
native picture writing, " the  sole form of aboriginal re­
cords, the impress upon bark, skins, or rocks of the evanes­
cent air pictures which in pigment, oi carving preserve 
their skeleton outline.” The next chapter treats ot the 
origin and extent of tho gesture-speedi, holding that the 
latter preceded articulate language in importance, which 
remained rudimentary long after gesture had become an 
art. The preponderance of authority is to the effect that 
man, when in possession of all his faculties, did not make 
a deliberate choice between voice and gesture, both being 
originally instinctive, as both are now ; and there never 
W'as a time when one was used to the exclusion of the 
other. W ith  the voice ho a t  first, imitated tho few sounds 
of naturo, while with gesture he exhibited actions, motions, 
positions, forms, dimensions, directions, distances, and 
thoir derivatives. I t  is enough to admit tha t the connec­
tion between them was so early and intimate tha t the 
gestures, in the wide souse of presenting ideas under phy­
sical forms, had a formative effect upon many words ; tha t 
they exhibit the earliest condition of the human mind ; 
are traced from tho remotest antiquity  among all peoples 
possessing records, and are universally prevalent iu the 
savage stage of social evolution. Colonel Mallery next 
proceeds to demolish the  oft-repeated story tha t  there are 
tribes tha t  cannot converse in the dark, alleging in res­
ponse tha t  individuals of those American tribes especially 
instanced, often in thoir domestic wrap them ­
selves iu robes or blankets with only breathing holes before 
the nose, and chatter  away Ibr hours. The common belief 
in an universal sign language as a  conventional code shares© o .
the  same fate at the hands of the author. In numerous



instances there is an entire discrepancy between ilie .signs 
made bv different. bodies nf Indians In express tho same 
idea and a further diversity between many nf tlieir signs 
and I)mse vet noted -from tlie Eastern hemisphere, all, 
however, being intelligent and generally intelligible.

W e aiv. glad that so competent a man as Colonel Mal- 
lery is interesting himself In this investigation. W hat is 
now lacking is regulated intelligent co-operation, and we 
bespeak for him the assistance of all persons who nre in 
position to acquire accurate information on the  subject. 
So far as linguistic results are concerned, we look lor light 
from these inquiries at, least in the analogy between the 
developments of signs and language, if not from any ma­
terial ami substantive relation to be. exhibited between 
the two. The processes of ml ml are tlie same, or nearly 
tlie same, iu both cases, and wc: shall be able to study the 
psychology of language in that of this other and lower 
means of communication, as we study the physical and 
mental organization of man in tha t of the  lower animals. 
The study of picture writing ami signs should throw 
light upon tlie genesis of syntax and help us to ascertain 
the origin of the sentence. Religious, socialistic and 
other ethnologic considerations of special interest arc in­
cluded in the heredited and transmitted gestures of the 
world, and we have the present enquiry, based upon the 
pi'actices of the Western representatives of the Stone 
Age as destined, with proper comparison, to slied a flood 
(•flight upon those of the most ancient peoples of the 
Orient.

t h e  s T i ' j r y  o f  r j / E o s o p n  v.

I t v  N. I>. K ....................I ' .T.S.

“ W o  feel we nre no th in ; :— for  ull is T h o u  nail  in T l ie e  ; ”
“ We feel we are "< ' III rt ]) i n^- that also ha* come from Tlire
“ We me nothing, O Tliou- hut Tliou wilt help iik to lie."

. I If,:,I 7

“ There is no more fatal fallacy,” says Mr. Serjeant 
Cox, “ than  that the tru th  will prevail by ils own force, 
th a t  it  has onlv to be seen to be embraced. In fact, the 
desire for the actual tru th  exists in very few minds, ami 
the capacity to discern it iu fewer still. Men's beliefs 
are moulded to their wishes. They see all and more 
than  all tha t seems to tell for what they desire ; thin/ o n ' 
hliiiil (is h u ts  to v:h iiti‘,vi‘v  Ir lls  ni/(i m s i  them . The urirn- 
ti*tx are no more exempt from this failing Ilian are others.” 
A Bombay weekly that, professes to be the best inform­
ed, and most influential of (iiijevati papers, lately made 
the ludicrous statement, tha t  the Delegates of the Theo­
sophical Society'had gone to Ceylon merely to propagate 
Buddhism. 'This is how the public.: forming its opinion 
second-hand is entirely misled as regards the aims and 
objects of the Society, the sincere and earnest exertions 
of whose founders in behalf of Universal Brotherhood 
cannot fail by degrees to dispel the haze from tlie eyes of 
the educated and thoughtful sous of H in d — or not to hurt 
the feelings of some— wo shall say, the  sons of “Aryavart.”

Previous to the last quarter of a century, European 
Materialistic ideas had made little progress iu this coun­
try, bu t  now it has to a certain ex ten t succeeded in teach­
ing the young mind to deny every th ing old and live 
in an atmosphere of negation. As long as there was 
blind, unquestioning faith, there was not much to disquiet 
the simple mind ; but once tin; canker of doubt was raised 
by the teachings of certain scientists, there seems to lie 
no resting ground elsewhere than in the “ opprobrium- 
covered m a t t e r ” in which Mr. Tyndall sees the “ promise 
and potency of all terrestrial life.” Reviewing some time 
back the life of Jus tus  von Liebig, a writer in one of the 
English periodicals, .says— “ Ignorance of the laws of 
N atu re  is the real cause of the destruction of nations and 
of the revolutions of history. Chemistry reconquers the 
earth for mankind. The trium phs of science are of last - 
iim duration. Tlieir traces are the waving cornfields ando o
the cattle on a thousand hills, and while leading to the

ever enlarging growth of human industry, they form the 
material basis for a perm anent peace among the nations 
of the Earth .” Are not, however, the over increasing ami 
multifarious weapons of war also “ the  triumphs of science,” 
and as long as these exist and new ones continue to lie 
invented, how can it bo said th a t  we have the “ basis of 
a permanent, peace ” t Mankind owe a vast debt to science, 
hut science is powerless to afford a solution to various 
problems of vital ini|>ortn.uce for the well-being of man­
kind. M atter in the  present century has almost been 
deified, and the existence in Ihe universe of any other 
power or force outside, and independent ol matter, is denied. 
The civilization of the present age of invention ami com­
petition is heart and soul engrossed in the solution of 
one groat problem— how one nation is to outstrip nil 
others in the race for wealth. Other considerations aro 
to it quite secondary. Ignoring the higher nature of man,
il is trying to turn men into machines, but defying the 
laws of matter, tha t  nature  often asserts ils right, and 
upsets all calculations.

Science boasts tha t  it has divorced Spirit  from terres­
trial regions at least:  bu t  modern Spiritualism like a 
goblin assuming protean shapes seems to stare cold materi­
alism almost, out of countenance. More than twenty mil­
lions of persons of various nationalities and countries of 
the cirllitfil world believe in the  reality of these; phe­
nomena. This belief has grown up within the last thirty 
years and is spreading apace. Works have been written 
by men eminent in science and other departments of 
knowledge, and reports published by the dialectical socie­
ties of several countries who, after studying the pheno­
mena for yours and examining them under test condi­
tions, have a I. last, pronounced t hem to be genuine. None 
are so zealous as the spiritualists themselves to expose 
the great am ount of imposture that prevails under their 
name.: but, leaving aside all such jugglery which can never 
stand any well-applied test, there is found to be a resi­
duum of tru th  which not all the unfair criticism and 
in some cases the positive mendacity of a lew unscrupu­
lous scientists has been .able to falsify. “ The fun­
damental doctrines of spiritualism ”, says Professor Hux- 
lev “ lie outside the limits of philosophical in q u i ry ;” and 
when he was invited by the Dialectical Society ot Lon­
don to examine the phenomena be excused himself on 
the ground that he hail no time, that, such things did 
not interest him, and ended by saying that 11 the only case 
ol Spiritualism that he had the opportunity to examine 
into for himself was as gross an imposture as ever came 
under his notice.” In  the same manner when the oppor­
tunity ottered to Professor Tyndall to investigate the p h e ­
nomena, he avoided the  subject, and yet. in his “ F rag ­
ments of Science" he speaks exultingly of a. case in which 
he “ found out ” a medium by getting under the table. 
Professor Hare of Philadelphia, “ the venerable chemist 
universally respected for his life-long labours in science, 
was bullied into silence' before the American Associa­
tion for the Promotion of Science, when ho opened the 
subject of Spiritualism, and yet a t  th a t  very lime, tha t 
same Association “ held a very learned, studied, grave and 
profound discussion upon the cause why roosters (barn 
cocks) crow between twelve and ono at night ”— a sub­
jec t  which Professor Huxley would not have failed to 
class as within “ the  limits of philosophical inquiry.” 
These aro but a few out of the  many instances in which 
scientists not only act unfairly towards Spiritualism and 
'Mesmerism, but w ithout any foundation to base their 
opinions upon, try a t  every opportunity to throw discredit 
upon the subject. No ono who has taken pains to exa­
mine with candour has boon otherwise than convinced 
of the realit y of those phenomena, and hence it  is tha t  
iu spite of such unmeaning hostility, we Iind Mr. Alfred 
U. Wallace the naturalist, Mr. Crookes the chemist, Pro­
fessors Wagner and Butlcrof of St. Petersburg, Lord Lind­
say, Serjeant, Cox, Baron Du l’otet, Flammarion the astro­
nomer, Professor Zbllner, Judge  Edmonds, and numerous 
other eminent, men testifying to the tru th  of those pheno­
mena. I f  any fact is to be believed upon human testimony.



those of Spiritualism, Mesmerism mid Psychomet ry m ust be 
taken to have been well established. It is not tha t  these 
phenomena occurred a t  somo time in tin: d istant ]iast, 
and cannot again lit? observed ; tliey eon Id even yet be 
examined at any time anil tliat under every sort of test 
conditions. Much of the hostile att i tude is due to the 
fact tha t .scientists are unable to satisfactorily explain 
the cause of these manifestations hy the known laws of 
matter, tlie applicability of wliieli seems to them to be 
the crucial test by which to judge of the reality or other­
wise of u phenomenon, all testimony of a most reliable 
kind to tlie contrary, notwithstanding.

To the educated classes in India who in this their age 
of intellectual lYiuiixmim-K are in the generality of cases 
swayed h ither and th ither  with the theories propounded 
by every scientific writer, these phenomena are of deep 
import. Mill, Spencer, Bain, lluxlev, Tyndall, Darwin, 
Buchner and the like are tlio gods of most of our edu­
cated youths. They are, so to say, the writers of the 
Scientific Bible, the perusal of which leaves on the mind 
a vague idea of certain heterogeneous opinions, inclining 
one to deny the existence of (.hid, and the immortality 
of the Soul. All arguments from analogy regarding the 
})ossihility of a life beyond the grave fail to satisty the 
sceptical mind, which then generally drifts towards Materi­
alism. Spiritualism, Mesmerism and Psychonietry, on 
the other hand, promise to offer us ‘ proofs palpable of 
Immortality," and it seems as if tlie dark Unknowable 
were unfolding its jiortals to allow us a glimpse o f  the 
world beyond. If, then, we tried t o  examine the cre­
dentials of the Weird Stranger and a ttem pted to bring 
him to light, with what justice could it be said that such 
a proceeding is the revival o f  “ mouldy supersti t ion ' '  ( 
I t  is often asserted that these tilings have long since 
been exploded. But. who did anil how { Not, Mr. Jlume, 
lior the scientists a t  all events.

Modern Spiritualism is yet too young to teach a science 
of its own. The theories of the Spiritualists regarding 
the causes of these manifestations tha t  have so profusely 
and persistently come to light, are necessarily imperfect, 
based as they have been on certain preconceived opinions, 
and a comparatively short experience. In such a dilemma 
Theosophy, which is as old as the origin of man himself 
and which claims to give “ a theory— of God and His 
works—Itased upon individual inspiration,” has had to 
step forward to enable the bewildered public to estimate 
these phenomena at their  true value, to dispel certain 
apprehensions th a t  prevail regarding their causes, and to 
show that they occur under laws as natural as those which 
regulate the ebb and How of tides. Theosophy points 
out besides that there was a complete science of tlie occult 
laws of N atu re  known to tin; ancients, and that this 
science is yet inthehunds of certain adepts who, if approach­
ed in all sincerity, would not I k: unwilling to teach. 
Theosophy does not try to force upon any one any belief 
of any kind, hut, on the contrary, it encourages free and 
fearless inquiry. The declaration of Horace Greeley-—" I 
accept iinrv'ci'i'cdl'f the views of no man living or dead— ” 
is the motto of the Theosophist., who might he said to 
be a liberal searcher after truth in whatever place or shape 
he might find it. Our universities give their alumni 
a liberal education, which ought to enable them to appre­
ciate the liberal views of the Theosophical Society, but 
some of them not caring to understand, often unconsciously 
try to misrepresent. As the Society has now and then 
to speak of Spiritualism, Mesmerism and the marvellous 
powers of the Soul, these persons expect some of the 
advanced Theosopliists to entertain them with magical 
performances, and when they learn that such idle curiosity 
is not to be gratified, or when thi'}' come aud inquire 
regarding certain matters, and the answers do not coin- 
cule with the ir  way of thinking, they are at once disposed 
to look upon the Theosopliists as mere dreamers. For 
an inquirer, however, to discuss a subject new to him, 
with profit, he must at least take t he tioiible to inform h im ­
self beforehand to a certain extent regarding the subject, 
by reading, when he can easily command the means ol'so

doing. The demand of such persons is somewhat like 
th a t  of the Irishman desirous of learning music, who, on 
being told by the imtrslru th a t  for a beginner his charges 
Were two guineas Ibr the first lesson, and one guinea for the 
second and each subsequent lesson, answered that he did 
not care to have the first, lesson as it cost him double, but 
would have the second a t  once. Before such inquirers lies 
a book replete with facts and arguments and marvellous 
knowledge depicted on every page of it. But they heed 
it not. W hile some of them breathing an atmosphere 
impregnated with the intoxicating emanations of their self­
conceit, after reading half a dozen |>agcs, and not taking 
any trouble to understand the meaning, think they know 
much better, aud shutting  up the book commence to ex­
patiate upon the views of the author. Self-conceit, how­
ever, is one of the tirst things that a s tudent of Theoso­
phy ought to divest himself of. Every one who aspires to 
be a Theosophist or desires to know what Theosophy is, 
ought carefully to lead and study /*i* litcrlliil, wliieli 
is really a master-key to the mysteries of ancient and 
modern Science aud Theosophy. This is what the Most 
Worshipful John  W. Simons, thirl.y-thinl Degree and 
Past Grand Master of New York State, editorially said— 
‘‘ To the scholar, masonic student particularly, and the 
S|>ecialist, to the Philologist and the Aivha-ologist, this 
work will be a most valuable acquisition, aiding them in 
their lalHirs and giving to them the <<«/</ chtr to the laby­
rinth of confusion in which they are involved.” And the 
JS'cio Ynrk I lc m h l  s ays :— “ With its striking peculiarities, 
its audacity, its versatility, and (In; prodigious variety of 
subjects which it notices and handles, it is one of the most 
remarkable productions of the nineteenth century.” Most 
Eroemasons aud others commonly believe that n<> Woman 
has been or could be admitted to the degrees of Masonry,
ll  will, therefore, lie a surprise to them that for "showing 
in her book the true sources of Speculative Masonry, aud 
the esoteric knowledge aud powers possessed by the brothers 
of the East”, the Sovereign Sanctuary of the Memphis Rite 
iu England and Wales, have sent to the authoress, Madame 
Blavatsky, through John  Yarker Esq., the ‘ Thrice Illus­
trious Sovereign Grand Master General,’ the diploma of 
some of the highest honors of tha t  Order. The original 
diploma can be seen at the Library of the Theosophical 
Society.

A Ixiok so truly valuable ought to be on the shelf of 
every library worthy of the name, and yet, a well-known 
and old society of Momhay tha t  professes to lie a repository of 
Asiatic archaic knowledge, when moved by a learned 
member to purchase the book for its library, allowed itself 
to be dissuaded hv the pusillanimous advice of a few nar­
row-minded aud bigoted members, the others not having 
the moral courage to contradict them. The native mem­
bers, a t least, ought to !«• ashamed ot such a proceeding. 
For, what hook describes the true glory ot ancient India, 
its religion and philosophy so learnedly and convincingly 
as those admirable pages (

livery religion, be it ( 'hristian or heathen, rests on the two 
primary and primitive T ru ths— the existence ol (Iod and 
the immortality of the Soul. All the various ceremonies, 
forms and observances a re so many alter-creations of the 
human mind and have naught, to do with those Eternal 
Truths, a glimpse of which we get through intuition, and 
inspiration helps us lo realize. “ Inspiration is the addi­
tion of a higher mentality to the subject’s own individuality. 
It is an extraordinary exaltation of the conscious self.” 
W hen a religions revival is contemplated, the promoters 
thereof must undergo a certain amount of sell-sacrifice aud 
their lives must be such th a t  the words they u tter  might 
be thoroughly exemplified hy their acts. The various 
Samajcs in India are a significant sign of the times. They 
form a great movement in the right, direction, but for these 
Samajcs to lx- a real success their iiiemlwi's must show 
much more self-abnegation. Iu their homes they must be 
the same liberal-minded ju'itclicttl reformers that they give 
themselves out at their gatherings to be. At the same time 
their religious and philosophical teachings must command 
the attention of the educated public whom they address.



Whence can they ge t  this most, important knowledge except, 
through the <•,«>!<■ m-  teachings off lie sages of old— “the "Wis­
dom Religion"— which is Theosophy ? How else are the 
doctrines of Brahminism, Zoroastrianism and Buddhism to 
he understood so as to call for the veneration of the enlight­
ened and thoughtful ! Philology has done a great deal to 
interpret the meaning of old languages, but, has that literal 
interpretation brought any satisfaction to our mind ? Must 
not. these religious doctrines be interpreted according to the 
spirit, of the times wherein they were preached; and how 
are we to have a knowledge of tha t spirit,— when the 
ancients for various reasons shrouded their  real meaning 
under the veil of mystery— except by trying to lift up the 
veil.

Oriental philosophy shows a strong faith in the prodi­
gious and occult, powers of man’s immortal self. W hy 
should not the educated Indian, therefore, satisfy himself 
whether this wondrous power is mere unconscious cerebra­
tion,” or a reality i

Thu practice of high morality for its own sake is un i­
versally desired, bu t how is it  to be accomplished except 
by showing, th a t  it  works not merely ideal but. real good, 
and tha t  it is the only means by which the god-like 
powers of the human sold are to be developed ? Preaching 
and sermons arc well enough for the hour or half an hour 
tha t  they are listened to, but the  universal and emphatic 
teaching of the ancients th a t  in the practice of pure morality 
and the development of will-power lies the key to that 
which we call the “ Unknown,” ought to be to us a Reve­
lation in this materialistic age.

Those who are banded together for ciinir*t!>/ searching 
after Tru th  must naturally feel real sympathy for m an ­
kind in general and lie free from narrow, selfish desires.
It is in this sense, therefore, that, the idea of formin': “ a . ^ nucleus of Universal Brotherhood,” by the Theosophical
Society need not be taken to be a chimera, bu t  a project 
th a t  bids fair to he realized to some extent slowly and by 
degrees. The Society allows any well-conducted person 
to be a, member, but it will at once be seen from the  rules 
tha t  the third section which every one joins at. the com­
mencement is one for Probationers, and the mere fact of 
joining the Society means very little. For, unless the 
Probationer make himself really worthy by his own merit, 
neither money, nor dinneis, nor social position, nor intel­
lectual acquirements, can help him to ge t  to the higher 
sections : and insincere members are immediately shown 
out. Moral elevation is the principal th ing  insisted upon, 
and side by side with it. the probationer is supposed to 
improve his knowledge. He, therefore, who would be a 
true Theosophist, must bring his inner self to guide his 
every thought, word and deed, every day of his life ; 
and, a t the same time along with other studies try to ac­
quire a knowledge of Mesmerism, Psychology, Spiritualism 
nnd the real philosophy of the ancients.

To make its members learned iu Aryan Wisdom is not, 
however, the sole object, of the Society. Investigation of 
tru th  in every branch of knowledge is most welcome to it 
and those who have no taste for mystic lore may yet join 
it  with profit. W here every true member is an earnest 
and sincere worker, each one would be ready and willing to 
help the o ther; and as the members of the Society are 
spread over the four quarters of the globe and nianv of 
them are eminent in science and other departments of 
knowledge, the Indian members cannot bu t derive great 
benefits from their advice and co-operation in various m a t­
ters with reference to the well-being of this country. It 
has. however, been said by sonic— “ Why need we join the 
Society when these persons since they liave sympathy for 
their  fellowmen would help us even if we remain out­
side i” Such questioners lbrget that for men to co-operat.e 
with each other thoroughly, they m ust know each other 
well, and when such persons are scattered in distant places 
the best means of knowing each other well is to form 
themselves into a brotherhood.

Again, it must not be forgotten tha t  the Society does not 
wish its ordinary members to tu rn  recluses and ascetics, but, 
•on the contrary, it is thought that there is greater merit

in honestly doing your duty as a member of the stale, 
the society, the family, and at the same time remaining 
an ascetic at heart, giving to earthly things the neces­
sary attention and keeping all thoughts, desires and pas­
sions under proper restraint, than in entirely forsaking 
the world.

That there is a Power transcending matter which is 
shaped and moved thereby ; that, there is in man some­
thing akin to that. Power, which something could be deve­
loped to give us u ltimate knowledge by means of purity of 
life and co n d u c t ; th a t  there is a lile beyond the grave, 
the preparation for which is not through the observance 
of forms and ceremonies which have usurped the place 
of true religion, bu t  through unselfishness, self-denial, 
self-control, in short, the  practice of a high order of moral­
ity ; th a t  sincerity in everything we do and purity of 
life has a sort of magnetic attraction to draw towards 
ourselves all th a t  is good ; th a t  there has been from time 
immemorial a world-rcligion based on Divine Wisdom 
which the ancient, sages of all nations have taught under 
the veil of myths, allegories and m ysteries; th a t  Magic 
is nothing else but tha t Wisdom whose two pillars are 
Mesmerism and Psychology; tha t this religion, if pro­
perly understood, would tend to dispel scepticism from 
our minds and point, out the harmony that underlies the 
principles of Vedism, Zoroastrianism and Buddhism ; that 
there are other worlds and systems ; tha t  no part of the 
Universe is void, bu t is full of beings and existences made 
according to the elements in which they live; tha t man 
can under certain conditions commune with and even 
control these beings; th a t  harmony pervades the U ni­
verse ; that, no branch of knowledge is to be slighted or 
neglected through vain prejudices; that there is nothing like 
a. miracle in Nature, and that, it  is merely onr ignorance of 
the hidden laws of N ature  that, makes us designate certain 
marvellous phenomena, as miraculous : all this an d  much 
more Theosophy helps us properly to understand. The 
Theosophical Society aims nt disseminating a knowledge of 
Theosophy and among several other objects it has thromdi 
its Eastern Branch shown a desire to promote the moral and 
material well-being of India, as far as lies in its power. 
W hat sincere well-wisher of our country, therefore, could 
fail to join its ranks or be behindhand in feeling sympathy 
with its views ? In connection with reform there has been 
hitherto  a great deal of empty talk but little of real action, 
for there has not. been an adequate amount of zeal and 
sincerity. Here Theosophy increasing in our would-bc-re- 
formers their  self-respect, would make them liberal-minded, 
humble and sincere workers, and cause them to lav aside 
for ever, the uttering of empt y platitudes or the perform­
ance of idle ceremonies. A t least, these are the views of 
one Parsi— the writer.

L I U I I ' ] '  F R O M  T I I E  M I S S I O N A R I E S  W A S T E D .

H Y  A  T H U T l l - S K K K K U .

The subjoined few questions ale offered with a hope 
tha t  some enterprising Christian will answer them. I 
send them to you in preference to any Chiistian jour­
nal for two reasons: first, I can count upon thoir publi­
cation in the THKosnrillKT, and secondly, The TllKOSo- 
J’lUST having a very wide circulation, the answers would 
be read by many who, like myself, are engaged in the 
pursuit of truth. The answerer will please cite authorities 
where necessary. The questions are :

1. W ho wrote Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and
Deuteronomy ( They could not have been written by Moses 
as alleged, because he has recorded his own death, and 
no man can record his own death". (See Deuteronomy, 
chapter 34, verses f>, (>.) The tenth verse of the chapter
cited reads th u s :— And there arose not a. prophet since
in Israel like unto Moses, whom the Lord knew face to 
face.” Does this not, plainly show tha t  the books were 
written by somebody else and not bv Moses ?

2. Who wrote the Book of Joshua ? It  could not have
been written by Joshua for the reason given in ques«
tion, (Sec Joshua, chapter 24, verses 29, 30.)



•t. God created A dam  and Eve. To them were bom 
Cain and Abel. Cain slays liis brother, (lud curses him 
and drives him out, Cain says “ every one th a t  findoth 
mo shall slay inc. (^\. J i .— There was 110 human being 
living except the tamily of Adam, even supposing tha t  
he had other children.) God, instead of assuring (Jain that 
besides his tamily there was no living soul on the whole 
earth, sets a mark upon Cain “ lest any finding him should 
slay him. Does this not plainly show that there were other 
people living besides Adam and his household i Again, 
“ Cain went out from the presence of tins Lord and dwelt 
in the land ot N od.. .A nd Cain knew his wife ” who was 
(Jains wife { Surely he did not marry his own s is te r ;  
lor independently of the incest it would involve, Adam 
had no daughter a t this time. Does this not prove beyond 
doubt th a t  there were other people living and tha t  the 
asset t ion th a t  the whole hum an race sprang from Adam 
is utterly false ( Or is the whole story bosh

4. “ There were giants in the earth in these days; 
and also alter tha t  when the turns o f  (n/d  came in unto 
the i(aiiijlda\s of men etc.” (Genesis, chapter (i, verse 4.) 
W ha t is the meaning of the italicised expressions ! W ere 
there other sons of God besides Jesus '{

.'). Do the Christians observe the laws, rites and cere­
monies ami mode of worship laid down by God in chapters 
•21— ,*{<) of Exodus i I f  not, why not i Do they not break 
the commands of God in this respect {

(J. Who wrote the Books of Samuel I Nut Samuel, 
for reasons mentioned in Questions 1 and i .  (See 1 
Samuel, chapter ih.)

7. The Book of the Acts of Solomon, the Book of 
Jusher and possibly others existed before the Bible since it 
quotes them. Tho Bible is, therefore, not the oldest book.

8. How is it  tha t n o  mention is made in the Old 
Testament o f  the Trinity in the Godhead .' I f  Christians 
believe th a t  there are throe persons in t!ic Godhead and 
yet God is one, what difficulty can they find in believing 
that there are thirty-three crores o f  persons in tho God­
head and yet God is one { When you have more than 
one person in the Godhead, it is jierfectly immaterial 
whether you have three or th ir ty -three  crores.

!). Why do the  Christians make so much of faith in 
Jesus, whereas they seldom urge the  necessity of having 
faith iu God, tho F a the r?  The Holy Ghost is scarcely 
mentioned by them as a power in itself.

10. When and by whom were tho Gospels w ritten? 
(Reasons required, not dogmatism.) How many Gospels 
wero there I Why wero only four recognised and the rest 
rejected ( 1 mean on what grounds W hat was the test 
of spuriousness ( W ha t assurance is there tha t  tho four 
Gospels also are not forgeries 1 For the present these 
questions will do. W hen these are answered satisfac­
torily, I shall suggest others. I  shall bo obliged if these 
could be sent to a missionary and if his answers could be 
published along with these questions. 1 require no names 
as I don’t give mine. My object is oidy to learn the 
truth. 1 must, however, a t  the same time say tha t the 
answers m ust be published in the TilKosoi’illST; and if 
any one wero to iisk me lo see him personally I  would 
dcclino to do so.

A T  W V T I l K V I I . l . K ,  IN’ T H K  S'l’A T K  O K  V I I t r j I N l  i t . s . A . ,  

there is g reat excitement over certain miraculous cures 
which are said to have been performed by a mechanic, 
named Richard Miller. H e  is a deeply religious man and 
affirms tha t  in March last he dreamt tha t  “ with God’s 
help he could perform wonderful cures simply through 
faith." The next day he healed a sick man by touching 
him. Instances are given in the  ( 'inrininil! .I'Jin/tiircr of 
cures wrought by him in cases of paralysis, rheumatism 
and even cancer. He scornfully refuses all recompense 
for his services, and altogether impresses one as a  very 
humble and sincere zealot endowed with strong magnetic 
power, which he mistakes for a special miracle-working 
inriiK'iice from  Uod,

[C o n c l u d e d  f r o m  t h e  J u n e  n u m b e r ]

A  L A N D  O F  M Y  S T B  111".

H Y  J I .  I*. 11.

To refer all these cyclopean constructions then to the  
days of the Incus is, as we have shown before, more incon­
sistent yet, and seems even a greater fallacy than tha t too 
common one of a ttr ibu ting  every rock-femplo of India to 
Buddhist excavators. As many authorities show— Dr. Hea th 
among the rest— lncal history only dates back to the 
eleventh century, A.I)., and the  period IVom that time to 
tho Conquest, is u tter ly  insutlicient to account for such 
grandiose aud innumerable works ; nor do the Spanish 
historians know much of them. Nor again, must we 
forget tha t the temples of heathendom were odious to the 
narrow bigotry of the Homan Catholic fanatics of those 
days ; and that, whenever the  chance offered, they either 
converted them into Christian churches or razed them to 
the ground. Another strong objection to the idea lies in 
the fact tha t the Jneas were destitu te  of a written lan­
guage, and tha t these antique relics of bygone ages are 
covered with hieroglyphics. “ It is granted that the T em ­
ple of the Sun, a t  Cuzco, was of local make, but that is 
the latest of the five styles of architecture visible in the 
Andes, each piobably representing an ago of human pro­

°  V*8- . . .  .I he hieroglyphics ot Peru ami Central America have 
been, are, and will most probably remain for ever as 
dead a letter to our cryptographers as they were to the 
Ineas. 'I'lie la tter like the  barbarous ancient. Chinese and 
Mexicans kept their  records by means of a. quipus (or I,nut. 
in Peruvian)—a cord several feet long composed of differ­
en t colored threads. IVom which a multicoloured fringe 
was suspended ; each color denoting a. sensible object, and 
knots serving as ciphers. “ The mysterious science of tho 
quipus," says Prescott,, “ supplied Ihe Peruvians with the 
means of communicating their ideas to one another, anil 
of transmit ting them to future generations........” Each lo­
cality, however, had its own method of interpreting those 
elaborate records, hence a quipus was only intelligible in 
tho place where it was kept. “ Many quipus have been 
taken from the graves, in excellent state of preservation 
in colour ami texture,’’ writes Dr. Heath ; “ but the lips 
that alone could pronounce the verbal key, have for ever 
ceased their function, and the relic-seeker has failed to 
note the exact, spot where each was Ibuml, so tha t the 
records which could tell so much we waul to know will 
remain sealed till all is revealed a l  the last day.” .. . i f  any­
thing at  all is revealed then. Hut what is certainly as 
good as a revelation iiow, while our brains are iu function, 
and our mind is acutely alive to some pre-eminently sug­
gestive tacts, is the incessant discoveries of arclueologv, 
geology, ethnology and o ther sciences. It is the almost 
irrepressible conviction th a t  man having existed upon 
earth millions of years— lor all we know,— the theorv of 
cycles is the only plausible thooiy to solve the great pro­
blems ol humanity, the rise aud fall of numberless nations 
and races, and the ethnological differences among the 
latter. This difference— which, though as marked as the 
one between a handsome and intellectual Kumpcau ami a 
digger Indian of Australia, yet makes the ignorant shud­
der and raise a great outcry al the thought of de­
stroying the imaginary “ great gulf between man aud 
brute  creation”— might thus bo well accounted for. T he 
digger Indian, then in company with many other savage, 
though to him superior, nations, which evidently are 
dying out to afford room to men ami races of a superior 
kind, would have to be regarded in tho same light 
as so many dying-out specimens of animals—and no 
more. Who can tell but th a t  the forefathers of this flat­
headed savage— forefathers who may have lived aud pro­
spered amidst the highest civilization before the glacial 
period— were in the arts and sciences far beyond those of 
the. present civilization— though il, may be in quite ano­
ther direction { T ha t  man has lived in America, at least, 
aOjOOO years ago is now p ro v ed  scientifically and romaum



!i fact beyond doubt or cavil. In a lecture delivered ;it 
Manchester in Ju n e  last, by Mr. H. A. Allbutt, Honorary 
Fellow of tliu Royal Anthropological Society, tbe lecturer 
stated t.lio following :— " N e a r  New Orleans, in out; part of 
the modern delta, in excavating for gas works, a series of 
beds, almost, wholly made up of vegetables m atter  wen; 
dug tlirongli. In  tlic excavation, at, a, depth o fK ifc e l  
from the upper .surface, and beneath lour buried forests, 
one on the top of the other, the labourers discovered point; 
charcoal and the  skeleton of a man, the cranium of which 
wa.s reported to be th a t  of tin; type of flic aboriginal Red 
Indian race. To this skeleton Dr. Dowler ascribed an 
antiquity of some iiO.OOO years.” Tbe irrepressible cycle 
in the course of tim e brought down the descendants of tho 
contemporaries of tho late inhabitant of this skeleton, 
and intellectually as well as physically they have d e ­
generated, as the present, elephant, has degenerated 
from his proud and monstrous forefather, the an ted ilu ­
vian Si.atfhcrhmi whose fossil remains are still found in 
the Himalayas; or, as the lizard has from the plesiosaurus. 
Why should man be the only .specimen upon earth which 
has never changed in form since the first day of his ap ­
pearance upon this planet < The fancied superiority of 
every generation of mankind over the preceding ono is not 
ye t  so well established a.s to make it impossible for us to 
learn som eday that, as in everything else, tbe theory is a 
two-sided question— incessant progress on the one side 
and as an irresistible decadence on the other of the  cycle,
“ Even as regards knowledge and power, the advance 
Avhich some claim as a characteristic feature of humanity  
is effected by exceptional individuals who arise in certain 
races under favourable circumstances only, and is quite 
compatible with long intervals of immobility, and irrn n f  
i/ft'lint''* says a modern man of science. This point is cor­
roborated by what we see in the modern degenerate de­
scendants of tbe great aud powerful races of ancient America 
■—the Peruvians and the Mexicans. “ How changed '
1 low fallen from their greatness must have been the Incas, 
when a little band of one hundred aud sixty men could 
penetrate, uninjured, to the ir  mountain homes, murder 
their worshipped kings and thousands of their warriors, 
and carry away their riches, and that, too, in a country 
where a few men with stones could resist successfully an 
army ! Who could recognize in the present In ichua and
Ayniura Indians their noble ancestry !" ............. Thus
writes Dr. 1 loath, and his conviction that America was 
once united with Europe, Asia., Africa and Australia, 
seems as linn a.s our own. There must exist geological 
and physical cycles as well as intellectual and spiritual ; 
globes and planets, as well as races and nations are born 
to grow, progress, decline ami— die. Great nations split, 
scatter into small tribes, lose all remembrance- of the ir  iu- 
tc o i tv ,  gradually fall into their  primitive sta te  and— dis­
appear, one after the other, from the face of the eaitli. So 
do great continents. Ceylon must have formed, once upon 
a time, part of tho Indian continent. So, to all appear­
ances, was Spain once joined to Africa, t he narrow chan­
nel between Gibraltar and the latter continent having 
been once upon a time dry land. Gibraltar is full of large 
a p e s  of the same kind as those which an; found in great, 
numbers on the opposite side ou the African coast,, where­
as nowhere in Spain is either a monkey or ape to be found 
at. any place whatever. Anil the caves ol Gibraltar arc 
also full of gigantic human bones, supporting tho theory 
th a t  they belong to an antediluvian race of men. The 
same Dr. Heath mentions the town of Eton in 70 S. la ti­
tude of America, in which the inhabitants of an unknown 
tribe of men speak a monosyllabic language th a t  imported 
Chinese labourers understood from t he first, day of their 
arrival. They have their own laws, customs and dress, 
neither holding nor permitting communication with the 
outside world. No one can tell whence they came or 
when ; whether it was before or after the Spanish Con- 
rpicst. They are a living mystery to all, who chance to 
visit them .........

• Jovmnl of f..r Fcl>runry, Article —11 Tlic Alleged Distinction
botnrccu Mnn nml 15nitc.”

With such facts before us to puzzle exact science her­
self, and show our entire ignorance of the past verily, wu 
recognise no right of any man on e a r th —whether in geo­
graphy or ethnology, in cxact or abstract sciences— to tell 
his neighbour—“ so far shalt thou go, aud no further !”

Put, recognizing our debt, of gratitude to Dr. Heath of 
Kansas, whoso able and interesting paper has furnished 
us with such a num ber of facts, and suggested such possi­
bilities, we can do no better  than quote his concluding 
reflections. “ Thirteen thousand years ago," he writes, 
“ I iyn  or a htjnr,  was the north polar star ; since then how 
many changes has she seen in our planet ! How many 
nations and raccsspringinto life, rise to their zenith of splen­
dour, and then decay ; and when wc shall havo been gone 
thirteen thousand years, and once more she, resumes her 
post a t  the north, completing a  ‘ Platonic or Great Year,’ 
think you th a t  those who shall fill our places on the earth 
at, that time will be more conversant, with our history thau 
we are of those th a t  have passed ? Verily might we ex­
claim in terms almost psalmist,ic, ‘ Great, God, Creator and 
Director of the  Universe, what is man tha t Thou art mind­
ful of him!’ ’’

Amen ! ought to the  response of such as yet believe 
in a God who is “ the Creator and Director of the U ni­
verse.’’

X O T E S  O X  “ A  L A N D  O F  M Y S T E R Y :'

'I’o the Editor of tho Til KosormsT :— I have read with 
much pleasure your excellent article oh the “ Land of 
Mystery.” In it  you show a spirit of inquiry and love of 
truth which are truly commendable in you and cannot 
fail to command the approbation and praise of all u n ­
biased readers. R u t there are certain points in it  in 
which I cannot b u t  join issue with you. In order to 
account, for Ihe most striking resemblances tha t existed 
iu the manners, customs, social habits and traditions of the 
primitive peoples of the  two worlds, you have recourse to 
the old Platonic theory of a land connection between them . 
R u t the recent, researches in the X<irew;/ni have once for 
all exploded th a t  theory. They prove that with tbe ex­
ception of the severance of Australia from Asia there 
never was a submersion of laud on so gigantic a scale as to 
produce au Atlantic  or a Pacific Ocean, tha t  ever since 
t heir formation the  seas have never changed their ancient 
basins mi any very large scale. Professor Geikie, iu his 
physical geography holds that, the continents have always 
occupied the positions they do now except tha t  for a  few 
miles the ir coasts havo sometimes advanced into aud re ­
ceded from the  sea.

You would not have fallen into any error had you ac­
cepted M. Quatrefagcs' theory of migrations by sea. The 
plains of Central Asia is accepted by all monogcnists as 
tlio centre of appearance of the  human race. From this 
place successive waves of emigrants radiated to the  u t ­
most, verge of the world. I t  is no wonder tha t the ancient 
( ,'hincse, Hindus, Egyptians, Peruvians and Mexicans— men 
who once inhabited the same place— should show the 
strong resemblances iu certain points of their life. Tho 
proximity of the two continents a t  Behring Straits enabled 
immigrants to pass from Asia to America. A little to 
the south is the current of Tassen, the Koiiro-sivo or 
black stream of the Japanese which opens a great route 
for Asiatic navigators. The Chinese have been a maritime, 
nation from remote antiquity  and it  is not impossible tha t  
their barges might, havo been like those of tbo Portuguese 
navigator Cabral in modern times driven by accident to 
the coast of America. But, leaving all questions of possi­
bilities and accidents aside, we know that the Chinesu 
had discovered the magnetic needle even so early as B, 
(J. 2,000. W ith  its aid aud th a t  of the current of Tassen 
they had no very considerable difficulty to cross to America, 
They established as Paz Soldan informs us in his Gvotjrti- 
fiit tU'l P en t  a little colony there and Buddhist missionaries 
“ towards the  close of tbe  fifth century sent religious mis­
s io n s  to c a rry  to  I 'ou-Saug (A m erica ) the d o c tr in e s  of



Buddha.” This will no doubt he unpleasant tn ninny 
European rondel's. Thoy aro averse to crediting a s ta te ­
ment th a t  takes tlie honour ot’ the  discovery of America 
frointhoniand assigns i t tow lia t  thoy aro graciously pleased 
to r a i l "  a sonii-harbarous Asiatic nation.” Nevcrt In-loss 
it is an unquestionable truth. Chapter X V III  ot tho 
H um an Species by A. l)o Quatrofagos will bo an interesting 
reading to any one who may ho eager to know something 
of the Chinese discovery of America. But the space at 
his command being small he gives a very meagre account, 
of it iu his W )k. I earnestly hope you will complete your 
interesting article by adverting to this and giving us full 
)»articulars of all tha t  is known about it. Tho shedding 
of light on a |mint which has hitherto been involved in 
mysterious darkness will not bo unworthy of the  pen of 
one, the be-all and end-all of whose life is the search ot 
t ru th  ami when found to abide by it, Ik; it at whatever cost 
it may bis.

AM HIT A LAL BISVAS.
Calmtta, l l t l i  July.

Scant leisure this month prevents our making any de­
tailed answer to the objections to the A tlan tan  hypothesis 
intelligently put forth by our subscriber. B u t let us see 
whether— even though based upon “ recent researches 
which “ have once for all exploded th a t  theory — they are 
as formidable' as a t  tirst sight they may appear.

W ithout entering into tbo subject too deeply we may 
limit ourselves to but one brief remark. Mon! than one 
scientific question, which at one time has seemingly been 
put a t rest for ever, has exploded at a subsequent one over 
the heads of theorists who had forgotten the danger of try­
ing to elevate a simple theory into an infallible dogma. 
We have not questioned the assertion tha t  “ there never 
was a submersion of laud on so gigantic a scale as to pro­
duce an Atlantic or a Pacific Ocean,” for we never pre­
tended to suggest new theories for the formation of oceans. 
The latter may have been where they now aro since the 
time of their first ap|Kiarance, and yet whole continents 
been broken into fragments partially engulfed, and left in­
numerable islands, as seems the case with tho submerged 
Atlantis. W hat we m eant was tha t  at some prehistoric 
time, nnd long after the  globe teemed with civilized na­
tions, Asia, America and perhaps Europe wero parts of 
one vast continental formation, whether united by such 
narrow strips of land as evidently once existed where now 
is Behring Strait, (which connects the North Pacific and 
Arctic Oceans and has a  depth ol hardly more than twenty 
to twenty-five fathoms) or by larger stretches of land. Nor 
shall we tight tho monogcnists who claim Central Asia as 
tbo one cradle place of hum anity— bu t leave the task to 
the polygonists who are able to do it far 111010 successfully 
than ourselves. But iu any case before wo can accept the 
theory of monogonesis, its advocates must offer ussom e  
•H/nui.u'r,•»</>/« hypothesis to account for the oUserved 
differences in human ty)>es lietter than  th a t  of “ divari­
cation caused by difference of climate, habits and rclli/Ious 
culture." M. Quatrofagos may remain as ever, indisput­
ably a most* distinguished naturalist— physician, chemist 
aud zoologist—yet we fail to understand why we should 
accept bis theories in preference to all others. Mr. Amritu  
Lid Bisvas evidently refers to a narrative of some scienti­
fic travels along the shores of the  Atlantic  and the  Medi­
terranean, by this eminent Frenchman, entit led— “ Souve­
nirs d’un Naturaliste.” He socms to regard M. Quatro- 
fages in the light of an infallible Pope upon all scientific 
questions : we do not, though lie was a mem ber of the 
French Academy and a professor of ethnology. His theory 
about the migrations by sea, may be offset by about an 
hundred others which direct ly oppose it. It is ju s t  be­
cause we have devoted our whole life, to tin; research of 
tru th— for which complimentary admission wc thank our 
critic— that wo never aecejit nue fa ith  a n y  authnrili/ iijhiii 
any question whatsoever ; nor pursuing as we do T u u t h  
and progress through a full aud fearless enquiry, un tram ­
melled by any consideration, would we advise any of our 
friends to do otherwise,

Having said so much, wo may now give a few of our 
reasons for believing in the  alleged “ fable” oft.be sub­
merged Atlantis— though we explained ourselves a t length 
upon tho subject in Ixis Unveiled (Vol. I. pp. :'»!)() cf *«/.).

Fir.*t. We have us evidence the most ancient traditions 
of various and widely-separated peoples— legends in I n ­
dia, iu ancient Greece, Madagascar, Sumatra, Java, and all 
the principal isles of Polynesia, as well as thoso of botli 
Americas. Among savages, as iu the traditions of the 
richest, l iterature in the  world— the Sanskrit, l i terature  of 
Ind ia— then; is an agreement in saving that, ages ago, thero 
existed iu the Pacific Ocean, a largo continent which, by 
a geological upheaval, was engulfed by the sea. And it is 
our firm belief— held, of course, subject to correction—  
that most, if  not all of the  islands from the Malayan A r­
chipelago to Polynesia, are fragments of tha t once immense 
submerged continent.. Both Malacca and Polynesia which 
lie at the two extremities of the  Ocean and which, sine*; 
the memory of man never had nor could have any in te r­
course with, or even a knowledge* of each other, have yet. 
a tradition, common to all the  islands and islets, that their  
respective countries extended far, far out into the sea ; 
tha t thero were in the world bu t twn immense continents, 
one inhabited by yellow, the other by dark men ; and that, 
tho ocean by command of the gnds and to punish them for 
thoir incessant quarrelling, swallowed them up.

N otw ithstanding the geographical fact, tha t  Now 
Zealand, and Sandwich aud Easter Islands, are a t  a dis­
tance from each other of bet ween S00 and 1,000 leagues; 
and that, according to every testimony, neither those* nor 
any other in term edia te  islands, for instance, the Marqiiesan, 
Society, Feojec, Tahitian , Samoan and other islands could, 
since they became islands, ignorant, a.s tlieir people 
were of t.he compass, have communicated with each o ther  
before the arrival nf E u ro p e a n s ; yet. they one and all 
maintain th a t  the ir  respective countries extended far 
toward the west, on the Asian side. Moreover, with very 
small differences, they all speak dialects evidently of 
the same language, and understand each other with li t t le  
difficulty ; have tho same religious beliefs and supersti­
tions; and pretty  much the same customs. And as few of the  
Polynesian islands were discovered earlier than a century 
ago, and the Pacific Ocean itself was unknown to Europe 
until the days of Columbus, and these islanders have 
never ceased repeating the same old traditions since the 
Europeans tirst set foot on the ir  shores, it. seems to us a 
logical inference th a t  our theory is nearer to the t ru th  
than any other. Chance would have to change its liamo 
and meaning, wore all this due bu t to chance alone.

A N  K .IMDKMIC O K  S O M K  D I S K A S K  U K S K M I K . I N C  C H O U I ' .A ,  

or S t Vitus’ dance, has broken out in a Roman Catholic 
school for girls in America. Beginning with a .single 
child it  soon attacked fourteen and threatened to go 
through the  whole school, but. was stopped by sending 
every ono of the  pupils to her home. Those atllicted a p ­
pear to have acted in an extraordinary way, dancing con­
vulsively, twisting themselves into strange contortions, 
grimacing, je rk ing  their limbs, and heating their feet upnn 
the tlonr. Some have offered the theory of demoniac pos­
session to account for the facts, and perhaps if wo wore a 
little way back iu the Christian era, the services of the  
headsman instead of the doctor would have been engaged. 
As it is, the  a ttend ing  physicians can come to no v e ry  
definite conclusions as to tho causes of this outbreak.

“  A M I S S I O N A R Y  W U I I * . ” — M U .  A N D I I K W  f l l K U M S I O R ,  A 
recent traveller in Central Africa, has placed in the  
hands of Dr. Cameron, M. P., a whip, with which 
he states th a t  the missionaries a t  a mission station 
established near Lake Nyassa are in the habit of flogging 
their  refractory converts. The whip consists of several very 
thick thongs, and is a more formidable weajxm  of punish­
ment than the navy cat which was exhibited a t  the House 
of Commons last year. Tho subject is, we hear, likely to 
undergo official investigation .— D ully  i\Vten.

W h a t h e a th e n  co u ld  re s is t  su ch  p e rs u a s iv e  a rg u m e n ts  ?



T H E  J I1 N D U  B K N G A  I .

H Y  T U M I  l ’K A U Y  r H A X D  J I I 1 T I S A ,  K .T .S .

Although Bengal is tlio first. Presidency <>f British 
India, its early history before the  Mahomedan adm ini­
stra tion is almost unknown. W« have collected tlio low 
fragm entary  notices wo liavo found on the subject, in tlio 
hope that, thoy may load to furthor enquiry.

It is still an unsettled point, whence the  Aryas came, 
but it is quite  certain that they were originally settled nn 
the  seven rivers, r/r . ,  the Indus, the  live livers nf the 
Punjab, ami Sarasvati. The laud between the  Sarasvati 
and Drishadvat. was called the Brahmavarta. Those who 
inhabited il, were contemplative and philosophic, the range 
ol thoir contemplation extending fmm the  son I to God 
and from God to the soul, and all else being a subordinate 
study. Originally there was no caste, no priest, no temple 
among thorn, and thoir great, aim was to worship tin* 
unseen Power through Ihe soul. Although this spiritual 
state continued for a long I imo, it d i d  not. and could not 
spread far. Population increased, and the  organization of 
society was called tor, which resulted in the formation of 
professions. Caste is mentioned in as early au authority 
as the Rig Veda, in the 1 Oth Book of which work Brah­
min, Kslietrya, Vaisya aud Sudra are named. Brahma 
iiioa.nl. “ nol. prayer or thanksgiving, hu t  tha t  invocation 
which, with the force of I,In* will directed to God, seeks to 
draw him to itself and to receive satisfaction from him.”

From Brahma, Brahman wa.s formed, its meaning being 
chanter of pravers. W ith in  a  confined circle, Aryai.-m 
continued in ils primitive or spiritual state, but, speaking 
generally, its aspect was changed. Great or st ress was laid 
on the form, organisation, ritualism, offerings and c e r e m o ­
nies, and loss ou tlio internal adoration of God and tho 
development, of the soul. Before the composition of the 
Sania  and Yajur Vedas. Brahmins were divided into foui 
classes of priests, for the  performance of sacrifices, cerenio- 
nios anil chanting of prayers. They also assumed the title 
of Pi i roll its, the  friends and counselors of kings.

Tho social organization brought, on by external circum­
stances required development, and each profession n a tu ­
rally . 'ought for a  field in which its energy could be directed 
to advantage. The holy land, or tho Bruhtimrnrhi . as 
well as tin* original seal, on t.he seven rivers, became crowd­
ed. Tlie Aryas thus  situated took “ for the ir  guides the 
principal rivers of Northern India and were led by them 
to new homes in tlieir beautiful and fertile valleys.” Tin* 
countries which were of the earliest formation wen* Utta- 
ra Kuril, K ash mere and Gandhar now Candahar. Uttaro 
Kuril was on the  north, beyond the Himavat. The Malia- 
bharat, speaking of the  IJl.tara. Kuru women, says that, 
thoy wen; unconfined, they roved independently and pre­
served their  innocence. The countries which next a ttrac­
ted the Arya emigrants wen* Kurnkshetra  (near Delhi), 
Matsya on the  Jum na ,  Panohala near modern Cannj, and 
Sursena(Mathura). Menu calls this t rac t of land Jirah-  
vmrshi. The countries constituting the  M m lhyo Dr>a of 
Menu were bounded by the Vindhya on the south, H im a­
laya on the north, and reached from Vinasara nn the east 
to Pairag (Allahabad) on the west.

Aryabartta  comprehended all the  above and reached 
from the  m outh  of the Indus to tho Bay of Bengal.

Bengal is not mentioned by Menu. In the Kig Veda, 
the  Ganges and Ju m n a  are mentioned. W eber says that 
he can trace “ in the later portion of the Vedic writings, 
their  (Aryas) dispersion as far as the Ganges.” In the 
Satapatha Brahmana, there is a  legend from which it 
appears tha t  the Aryas advanced from the hanks of the 
Sarasvati to Sadiuiri or to Bolmr and Bengal. (Muir’s O. 
'I'. P. 11., p. 42:$). The route of emigration given by Bur- 
nouf is from “ tho Indus to the Ganges and from the Ganges 
to the Dekkan.” The Brahmins appear to have taken the 
lead in the colonization. They were settled in “Sarasvati, 
Oanoj, Gauda, Mithila (Tirhut), U tk a la  (Orissa), Dravida, 
Mararastrn, Telunga, Guzrat ami Cashmere. Their de- 
scendante inhabited Auga (Bhagulpore), Banga (BeDgal),

Oalinga. Kamrupa. Assam, » W *  Tho Brahmin element 
was the strongest element everywhere. No coronation, no 
religious, social or domestic ceremony could lie performed 
without the Brahmins. When Sita wa.s married to Hama, 
the palace of Janaka  was full of Brahmins.

“ How many thousand tiralnniiiR lieri*. ‘
Kroni every rogimi fur and near.
Well versed in lioly lmvu|>|nar. f ’rijlillt'* I!<im'i>/an.

Next, to the Brahmins the Kshotryas wore the most 
powerful. They formed tho military class from which 
kings wero chosen. Tliev prosecuted tin* extension of 
their dominions, gave protection to life and property, anil 
held out. every encouragement, to the promotion of agricul­
ture aud commerce. The next class, the Vaisyas, were 
thus stimulated to concent rate tlieir energy on the develop­
ment. of the agricultural l e s o u r c e s ,  and the augmentation 
of the commercial prosperity, of the countiy. The first 
throe classes wore the Aryas, who wore callcd "twice boili," 
from their right to the sacred thread. Tin* Sudras were 
most, probably the aborigines, and they were doomed to be 
servants to the three classes, with liberty to earn tlieir 
livelihood by mechanical arts.

W hen colonization had progressed considerably, India 
was divided into Northern, Central, Eastern, Southern and 
Western parts. Although India consisted of a number of 
kingdoms, and many of them were tributary for a time, it 
does nol. appear tha t  the whole country was subject to one 
ruler or to nno line of kings. Kingdoms were often en­
larged or sulxlivided according tn circumstances, and allegi­
ance was often exacted by the most powerful nionarchs, 
specially on occasions of the Ashwameda Yagnya, or on 
other extraordinary occasions.

Tn the Vishnu Purana one of the descendants of Yayati 
was the King of Banga or Bengal. In  the Unghu Yausa, 
by Kalidasa., ( ’hap. 10, Hagliu, the great, grandfather ot 
Dasaiath, is described as having “ conquered the kings of 
Bengal possessing fleets.” Bengal was rich at the time, 
as the kings after being reinstated, gave to Hagliu “ im­
mense wealth.” In  the  Hamayan the  countries constitu­
ting Dasarath s Kingdom are “ tho eastern countries, Sin­
dhu, Sarastia, Savira. the Southern countiy, Anga, Banga, 
Magadha, Kosala, Kasi, \-c., “ rich in golden coins, sheep 
and kino.” Dasarath, the  father of Hama, lived long before 
Yudhistliira, whose era is fixed by Colebrooke and Wilson 
between the l.'tth and 14th centuries B .C . Banga is 
mentioned several times in the Mahabharat, W hen Arju­
na went on a pilgrimage, ho visited Banga and Munijmre 
(Adi Parva). Previous to tin* performance of tlie Bajsaya 
Yagnya, Bhiin proceeded to tin* eastern countries to exact 
allegiance from tlieir kings, and among the count rjes 
conquered by him was Bungo, which must, have consisted 
of four divisions, a.s the names of four rulers are mentioned, 
ri:., Samadra Sen, Chandor Son, Tamralipla and Knr- 
kutadhipafi. Tho people nf Banga, Pundraka and Kalinga, 
tha t is, L o w e r  Bengal. Midnapore and Ganjam, presented 
large tusks with elephants.+ Before the war of Kuru- 
kslirtin, a complete list of the mountains, rivers and coun­
tries of India was furnished by Sanjaya to Dhritarastra, 
from which it. appears tha t  the different, parts nf India 
wore inhabited by Hindus. There are several countries 
which are difficult of identification. Among the countries 
mentioned Ii<intfo ?’.*>• one— ( B h h m o — J ’arVa.) After the 
war, Yudhis th ira  performed tlie Aflnnnnlo  Yiit/m/d. With 
tlio sacrificial horse went Arjuna to several countries, among 
which was Bengal. It. was then governed by Mlechas, 
or out cast es, which may mean degraded Aryans, or bar­
barous aborigines. In  the Itojtl/ionna A vamiMtnikti Porvu, 
Bliisma enumerates several tribes, ri-.. Yavana, Kirat, 
Gandhar, Chin, Savara, Barbara, Saca, Tomgara, Kunka, 
Palada, Chandra, Mandraka, Poundra, Palmda, Rnmata, 
and Kamboja. The  question pu t was, how were they to 
bo civilized ? The answer was tha t the  king should con­
sider it a param ount duty to educate them. Menu’s idea 
of Mlechas is th a t  they “ speak barbarously, 01 not as the

•  H u n t e r ' s  B e n g a l .

f  Jouriml of tlie R. A. Socicty, Vol. YU., p. I'M.



Sanskrit-speaking people.” Colonel Briggs, in liis in terest­
ing pajier* on tlio H indus  and Aborigines, says tliat tlie 
aborigines iiatl no priests, tliey allowed tboir widows to 
get married, tliey a te  cow’s flesh, tliey buried tlieir dead, 
and they were unacquainted with flu; arts and sciences. 
Wilson says that “ it must have been a period of Home 
antiquity when all the nations fiom Bengal to tlio Coro­
mandel were considered Mleehas and outcastes.”

The tradition is that the countries on the left side of 
tin; Ganges were called Jinni/a, and those on the right side 
were called hi/ii. Magadha was a very ancient country 
and a Magadha princess was the queen of Dilip. It was 
originally a part of Chedi Bajah's dominions'!' nf the solar 
race, bu t subsequently it  was governed independently by 
Jarasandhu, who was a contcnqmrary of Yudhisthira. 
Banga and several other countries were tributary to J a r a ­
sandhu. Magadha was bounded on one side by Mithila 
and on the other side by Banga. Its capital was Kusaga- 
rapura, afterwards Rajgir and then Rajgriha. It was in 
tlie midst of five; bills— “ lull of cattle, well watered, salu­
brious, and abounding with fine buildings.” This descrip­
tion is given in the Savaparva when Bhini, Arjun and 
Krishna visited the city to kill Jarasandhu. Pataliputra, 
or Pnliputra, was afterwards tbe capital. It is now under 
water, but close to its site stands modern Patna.

Tin* growth of a new religion is generally a ttr ibutable 
to the decline of the spiritual e lem ent in the existing 
creed. Long before Buddhism arose, the contemplative 
aud philosophical H indus had learnt and thought what 
the purpose of existence was, what was the nature of the 
soul, and bow it could be absorbed in God. B u t  these 
abstract tru ths were being lost sight of, with the increase 
of sensualism in meat and drink, the assumption of the 
authority evidenced in the caste system, and the  predomi­
nance of external rites and ceremonies. These circumstances 
necessitated the inception of Buddhism, which arose about 
477 B. C. Sakyamuni, the first Buddhist teacher, appeared 
in .‘>88 B. C. He tirst preached in Benares, the citadel of 
Brahmanism, then in Champa, Itajgira, Sravasti and Ko- 
sambi. B rahm a11ism was convulsed, aud he not only gain­
ed an immense num ber of converts, but extended his 
doctrines in every part of tho country.

Chandragupta’s reign commenced in B.C. .S2.">. Ho 
ruled from the Indus to the  mouths of the Ganges. His 
capital was Palibothra, where Megasthenes resided. H e 
was succeeded by Daimachus, tbe  second Greek ambassa­
dor during the reign of Vindusara. Asoka was the next 
king of Magadha, and his dominions reached from Cash­
mere to the Nerhudda and from the  Indus to the Bay of 
Bengal. To tbe eastward, his kingdom probably included 
the whole of Bengal.J

Bengal did not uniformly bear an independent character. 
It was governed by its own kings, bu t it was often tr ibu­
tary. When Alexander was here, Magadha included Ben­
gal and Behar. Klphinstone states that, “ when the suc­
cessors of Alexander were the successors of the kings of 
Prasii, Bhagadata, a prince of Bengal, was also their  ally.” 
Alexander’s campaign took place in Il.’tO B.C. Megasthenes 
mentions the Gangaridie, supposed to occupy Lower Bengal, 
and their chief city is identified with Bunlwan.ij In 812­
822 A. 1). India  consisted of tour great kingdoms, of which 
Bengal was one. (Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society, 
Vol. VI.) In the seventh century the division of Eastern 
India consisted of Assam, Bengal Proper, Delta of the 
Ganges, Suinbul|>ore, Orissa ami Ganjam.

After the Maurya dynasty we have the Gupta  dynasty, 
which commenced in .‘il!l B. C. “The kingdom of India 
under the  Guptas is the country watered by the Ganges 
and its atHuents.” ( 'handra Gupta assumed the name of Vi-

* J o u r n a l  o f  tl io  11. A. S o c ic ty ,  Vol.  X I I I .
*t* Chct ii  w a s  t l io  c o u n t r y  o f  tl io  K n la  f liurCH o r  H a i-h av a*  -Clie<li iu 

In te r  l im e*  h a i l  tw o  cap i ta l* .  T r i p u r a ,  t l ic  c a p i t a l  o f  < :|n .l i  I ' r o p e r ,  
an i l  Maii i |>ura, con*i ile ic il  t o  liavo licun  ti le  o r ig in a l  c a p i t a l ,  A i i l i l i o lo a i -  
cal  S u r v e y ,  V ol.  IX .

t  J o u r n a l  o f  tl ie  ll o iu liny  l l r au c l i  of  t h e  I!. A. S o c ic ty  fo r  J a n u a r y  1857. 
j  M cC r i i i ' l le ’s  A n c ic i i t  I n d i a .

krama, and Vikrampore in Dacca is called after him, and not 
after tho name of tlie Oujeiii monarch.* Tbe coins ot the 
Guptas were 11 types of Greek origin.” The people were 
acquainted with the Greek language and imitated Greek 
architecture. The Pal dynasty were the next rulers of 
Magadha. “ They were the sovereigns of Eastern India, 
including Benares, Magadha and Bengal.” The Pals were 
staunch Buddhists. Buddhism was evidently in existence 
in Bengal while it, was tributary to Magadha during its 
several Buddhist, dynasties. Adisur, whom Lassen places 
before the Pals, and who im)M>rtcd pure Brahmins, with 
their companion Kaisthas, IVom Canoj, must have reigned 
after the Pals, as up to their time Buddhism was strong in 
Bengal.

The Pal dynasty was succeeded by the Sen dynasty. 
The founder of the lattei dynasty took Bengal partially 
lrom the Pals, but did not possess Magadha till l l t i2  
A. D .f

The Pala kings reigned in Western and Northern Ben­
gal from «S.».-> to 1040 A.D., and the Sena king.s in Eastern 
and Deltaic Bengal from !(S(! to alxuit 1142 A.D.J U n­
der the Senas Brahmanism revived in Bengal. Laksli- 
m ana’s reign commenced iu 110(i. We have already 
alluded to the independent position of Bengal at different 
times. Colonel Wilfoid says th a t  at one time the Bengal 
kings were so |iowerful that they conquered “ all the 
Gangetic provinces as far as Benares and assumed the title 
of maharajahs.” An inscription found iu Sarun was erec­
ted hv a prince who was tributary  to Gour or Bengal.

In the Ayeen a list nf the H indu kings of Bengal is 
given:—

24 Khatrva kings reigned lor 2418 years.
!1 Kaist. kings reigned for 2.">0 years.

11 Do. of the  family of Adisur reigned for 714 years.
10 kings of the family of Bhopal reigned for 08!) years.
10 kings of the Pal dynasty.
Tho Vaidya Kajahs reigned from lOO.’l to 1200 A.D.
Bengal, during the time of Ballal, consisted of the fol­

lowing divisions:—
1. Barendro, w ith the Mahanundee on the west, tbe 

Pudma (Ganges) on tho south, and the Koorootoya on the 
east.

2. Bungu— east from the Koorootoya to the Brahma­
pootra. The capital of Bengal was near Dacca.

3. Bagree, the Delta, called also Dwqia, or the island. 
It had three sides, the Bhagooruthee river on the west, the 
Pudma on the east, the sea on the south.

4. Raliree. It. had the Bhagecrnthoe and the Pudma 
on the north and the east, and other kingdoms on tbe 
west and south.

:t. Mithila— having the Mahanundee and Gour on the 
east, the  B hageeiuthee ou the south, and other countries 
on the west and .south.

l 'a  Hian was here in .‘19!) to 414 A.l). and Hiouen 
Thsang in (i20 to 114.) A.D. They both notice Tumlook 
as a place of great importance, aud it. continued in a pro­
sperous condition till the fourteenth century. Tho Malta- 
vanso names it a.s one of the nineteen capitals. When the 
A i n t j i i t i i i i i n  was parcelled out, the kings of Magadha, Mithi­
la, Oude, Benares, Anga, Banga and Tumlook got, their 
respective shares. The last named Chinese traveller 
visited Bengal, which he notices.

Gour (derived from Gur, or ungranulated sugar)}} was 
the most ancient capital of Bengal. It existed lor two 
thousand years. “ It was the nmst. magnificent, city in 
1 ndia, of immense si/e, and titted v i th  noble buildings.
It was tbe capital of a hundred kings, the sea*, of wealth 
and luxury. Tbe city was destroyed by a plague several 
centuries ago.” (H un te r’s Bengal). The next capital of 
Bengal was Vikramixirc, near Sonargong in Dacca. 
Although Dacca is looked upon as the Bo-otia of Bengal, it

•  J o u r n a l  o f  t l ic  l l o y a l  A s i a t i c  S o c ie ty ,  Vol.  V I .  N ,  S.
+  Archuvlo j' ical Survey of In d ia .

* . J o u r n a l  of  t h o  A s i a t i c  S o c i c ty  of  M en ta l ,  \ o 1.17.
§ Tlio derivation i», wc think, oj*c» to «|uc»tion.—Kd, C. A\



was a t  one time a most, important place. Nuddea was tin' 
capital when l.uclmiuii Sen was tlio king of Bengal, ami it 
lias been celebrated as tlit? seat of learning. Bengal had 
several important cities, among which may Ik; imint'd 
Sonargong near Vikrnni|ioro, anil Satgong near the mouth 
of the Hooglilv. There is a map of Bengal made in the 
fifteenth century, showing live largo cities, which consti­
tu ted  a p o r t io n  of the  S ’lmlerliun now underw ater ,  ('mi- 
ningham says that the countries from the Sutledgc to 
th e  Ganges were the  richest and most |M>pulous districts.” 
For more than two centuries Constantinople carried on a 
trade “ from tho lianks of tlie Ganges and Indus. Then; 
wa.s nn intimate intercourse between Bengal and other 
Indian countries. Bengal merchants used to go in ships 
to Ceylon. ( hi the  lianks of the Ganges there were seve­
ral flourishing cities." Tin; Magadha merchants used to 
encouinge those who were lmld and enterprising and nt, 
the same time cautious and circumspect. Traders from 
Egypt came as far as tin; Ganges. The Greek traders 
used to trade with the  Ganga, a c i ty  on the banks of tho 
river of that name and north-west of Paliliothra. In  one 
part  of tho linv was ( 'alinga and iu another Sonargong, called 
.Tnteninln, the capital o f  which was Vikiampore. The m art 
of Vikmmpore had communication with Sylhet, Assam, 
Rung]>ore, and the Bay o f  Bengal. Silk, iron, skins, and 
malaliathruni were sent from Sylhet, and Assam, nnd 
spikenard from Itungpore. The exports from the mail 
were spikenard, pearls, mnlnbathnim, and muslins. Pearls 
from Tipperah and Mymciising reached Vikrampore, 
called the gigantic mart. Periplus (A. B. N(J-S!I) speaks 
of Kaltis as the coin of Lower Bengal, where he notices 
also gold and silver. Dacca continued ns a distinguished 
city for a long time. It exported manufactures to Ethio­
pia, Turkev, Syria, Arabia, and Persia. Marco Polo 
notices spikenard from Sonargong, and Fitch (1.»<S(! A.]).) 
found cotton ex|>orted to Malacca nnd Sum atra  via India 
and ( 'eyIon. The two Mahoinedan travellers (ninth cen­
tury) speak of Bengal (ltnmi), exporting cotton garments, 
rhinoceros horns, Ling aloes and skins. Chittagong was 
another important, mart, which used to receive silk, iron 
and skins, from Serica (Assam,) malabathriim, .a species of 
cinnamon Albillora from Assam and Sylhet., and spikenard 
from Itungpore. The tree, grew in Rungporc up to Mus- 
sorie. Malalmthruin was from the leaves, and was used as 
a perfume. The Greeks and Romans used it iu their  wine.

Maltebrun states th a t  in Bengal, Orissa, and Allahabad 
diamonds wero plentiful. Macaulay, in his Warren H as­
tings speech, speaks of the 11 muslins of Bengal” in the 
bazaars of Benares.

Pragjotish is supposed to be T h ibet or Assam. It. pre­
sented to Yndisthira sharp swords, javelins, spears, h a t ­
chets and battle-axes. Heeren notices a route from 
Bootan to Kungpore. Pemberton writes that iu this
trade between Bengal, Bootan and Thibet, was well-known. 
At Cooch Bcliar caravans used to assemble, and merchants 
came from China, Muscovy, or Tartary  to buy musk, 
cambals (blankets), agates, silk, pepjtcr, and saffron of 
Persia. Agates were the tortoise shell forming the prin­
cipal ornament, of Boot.eah and Thibetan women. The 
articles which woiesent. to Itungpore were woollen cloths, 
hats, lxiots, small horses, and clioury tailed cattle.

Dr. Hunter, iu his Qri*xa, says th a t  the five outlying 
kingdoms of Ancient India were Anga, Bauga, Kalinga, 
Siilima, and I’undra. Anga may mean t he Ganges mart 
on the west, of Palibothra, well known to the Greek trades­
men, Banga, Bengal Proper— Kalinga ou the Godavari, 
Suliina, east ward of Bengal, perhaps Tippera or Arracau, 
and Poundra, or t he Paundra, Vardhana nf Hitmen Tlisang 
close to Govindaganj on the  Karatoya, It included Raj- 
shalii, Dinagepur, Kungpur, Nuddca, Becrbhoom, Burd- 
wan, Pachowte Palame, and part of Cliunar.*

W hat Kalinga is to the Godavari, ITt.kal or U dra  is to 
the Malianadi. The formation of Kalinga is traced to nu 
Indian sage from Northern India. Both Kalinga and 
Orissa had intimate intercourse with Bengal. N ot only

•  S e e  Wilwin'-* V is h n u  P u r o n n  nm l  J o u r n a l  o f  t h e  K ova l  A s ia t i c  S»*c»etv, 
Vol.  V I .  N .  S. *

Aryans, but, Yavanas, or Ionian Greeks, came to Orissa 
from Bengal. Orissa imported Hindu literature from the 
valley of the Ganges, which is amply proved by the 
works written by the  Orissa authors. From the same 
source Orissa received the Buddhistic religion. The pro­
motion of agriculture led to commerce, and commerce to 
navigation. Bot h connnercti and navigation were so much 
appreciated that. “ tlio rock inscriptions speak of naviga­
tion and ship commerce as forming part of the education 
of the prince." Following the example of Bengal, Orissa 
made good fabrics.

Dr. Taylor, in his valuable paper in tin; journal of tho 
Asiatic Society of Bengal (Vol. XVI. Part  I.) expresses 
an opinion that, lh'aarna might, refer to tin; Suiiderhims. 
Mr. H. T. Rainey ( Calcutta Kci'imr, Yol XXX.) writes as 
follows : “ Thus we venture to think wo satisfactorily 
prove the  existence of population in ancient times on a 
broad and sound basis, and altogether independent, of the 
existence of numerous rivers which may or may not date 
siihseipient to tin; occurrence of the phvsical changes re­
ferred to above, and to the incursions of the Mugs and 
Portuguese pirates which we know to have taken place 
thereafter.” There are three other eminent, gentlemen 
who have thrown some light, on this subject. Colonel 
Gastrell ■' has found some ruins of masonry buildings, the 
traces of old courtyards, and here anil there  some garden 
plants in lot, No. 211.” Dr. H unter  says that, remains of 
brick ghats  and traces of tanks have also been found in 
isolated parts of the  forest, and in one or two localities 
brick kilns were discovered. Mr. Blochman says “ The 
Sunderbuns— formerly called Chanderbundns or Slianda- 
bundus. In an inscription dated 11JMI Sunihut, or A. I). 
1077, in northern Backergiinj, mention is made of a grant 
of land bv Madhava Sen, King of Bengal, to a Brahmin. 
There are ruins of houses anil temples which are known 
to exist in various places. Todar Mull’s rent-roll corre­
sponds with the north boundary of the jungle marked on 
the survey maps.”— (H un te r’s Gazetteer) :—The reason­
able inference is th a t  the Siinderbun must, have been 
inhabited and formed a part  of Bengal. Saugor Islam! 
is connected with a legend contained in the  Ramayan and 
Mnhabharat (Baua Parva). The river Ganges goes as far 
as Hatiaghur, iu the  24-Pergiinnalis, near the sea, in 
honor of king Saugor, from whom Bhagirat.il was descend­
ed, and who is said to have brought the Ganges to 
wash away the sins of liis ancestors. Saugor Island lias 
been considered a  sacred place, being the of Kapila,
and is visited by pilgrims. It, appears from the Maha- 
bharat that, there was a place on the north-east of the  
sea before the Ganges emptied itself into it, aud the for­
mation of the island took place perhaps subsetpiently. ’ 
In that, place Kapila resided. Yndisthira, to whom the 
story of Bhagirath was related, came to Saugor aud bathed 
there. Thence he went with his brothers to Kalinga by 
sea.— In the Sava Parva, Bliim is described as having 
visited Saugor Island, which was then governed by Mlecha 
kings, who gave Bliim different, kinds of precious stones, 
sandalwood, ngore, clothes jewels, blankets, gold, &c., as a 
mark of allegiance.

Bengal was in the first instance Dtahmanical. The 
aborigines were driven away, or employed as servants or 
lalxiurers. The intercourse between them  and the Aryas 
must therefore have been constant. The language of 
tin; Aryas was Sanskrit ; bu t it  ought to be borne in 
lniud tha t  Sanskrit was of two kinds, viz., the natural or 
spoken Sanskrit,, resembling the Prakrit and Pali found 
even in the Vedas, ami artificial or purified Sanskrit. 
Language precedes grammar, aud the process of purifica­
tion according to gram m ar is an after work. When the 
Rig Veda songs were chanted, they were spontaneous or 
inspirational, aud gram m ar was not then in existence. 
Tin; Arya immigrants, coming in contact with the non- 
Aryas, could not help taking many of their words iu 
forming a language for mutual understanding. Sanskrit 
wits thus subjected to modification, and in this way dif­
ferent provincial dialects sprang up. The pure Sanskrit



remained intact, but was confined, to learned circles ; 
although gradually it became simpler, as tbe Puranas aud 
Itihases were written in a simpler style tbau tbe Vedas, 
Upanishads and Darsanas. Tbe character must liave been 
originally Deb Nagri. Westmacott, reading an inscrip­
tion found in Dinagepur and Bogra,* observes :—“ The 
character is in that style of progress towards modern Ben­
gali, which we find iu use in the eleventh century of the, 
Christian era.” Dr. Rajendra Lala possesses a Bengali 
MS. which was written seven hundred years ago. We 
had several Kirtanas who used to sing, reciting the deeds 
of gotls and goddesses in the Bengali language, which was 
then in an imperfect state. Tbe names of the Kirtanas 
are Vidyapati, Chundi Das, Brindabone Das, Cobind Das 
and Chunder Saikur.

Although Buddhism was predominant in Bengal under 
Buddhist dynasties, and the language used was Pali or 
Magadhi, yet the Hindu literature was not ext inct,, and the 
Bengali language was being formed. It is true that theO o o O
Pals were Buddhists, but they were tolerant. They ap­
pointed Hindus to important offices, aud were not hostile 
to Brahmanism. The gradual decay of Buddhism pro­
duced a reaction in favour of Brahmanism. The original 
conception of God through the soul was abandoned, as 
such,a conception was too lofty for the people at huge, 
whom the founders of the different sects thought it abso­
lutely necessary to work upon. Puranas and Apapuranas 
were written in different parts of tbe country in simple 
Sanskrit, inculcating the worship of particular gods and 
goddesses, finite in form but infinite in attributes.

Of the Sen kings, IJallal raised tbe descendants ot the 
five Brahmins and the Kaist-as who had come tromCanouj 
forbidding intermarriage between them and the families 
which were in Bengal. No less than 1 •’>() families sprang 
from the Caiiouj Brahmins. A hundred families were 
settled in Barendra and sixty in Rara. As regards the 
Kaisth families, Ghosc, Bose, and Mittra were declared to 
be of the tirst rank.

The capital of Ballal was Vikrampore. lie was himself 
a learned man and an encourager of learning. His son, 
Lachmau Sen, trod the footsteps ot his father, and wish­
ing to imitate Vikramaditya, had five poets attached to 
his court, named Goburdliuu, Snutrana, Jaydova, Kabiraj 
anil IJmupati who were considered its gems. Of these, 
Jaydeva is well known as the author of (Sita Gobind. 
He was a native of Kinduvelwa in Bengal.

Besides the above poets there were Halayudha, Minis­
ter of Justice, who wrote Brahma Sarvasa, and several 
other works on Smriti, besides Banisanhar Natak ; l’asa- 
pati, his brother, tho chief judge and head pundit, who 
wrote Dasa Karma Dipika, and Pushupati Padha, and 
another brother of his, who wrote on Smriti, Mimansa 
and Ahnika Padhati. Notices of a number ol works are 
to be found in the catalogue of Sanskrit MSS. by Dr. 
llajeudra Lala Mittra. In the fourteenth century Sonar- 
gong Wiis renowned for “ holy and learned mcn.”'f Before 
the time of Lachman literature in Bengal was not in a 
state of activity.

In Tirhut, Gangasa Upadhya wrote Tutwa Chintumoni 
about seven centuries ago, and Jadadeaa Tarkalankar 
Bhatta, of Nuddea, wrote Turka Tipau about lour cen­
turies ago. In the fifteenth aud sixteenth centuries Vaish- 
navism gave an impetus to the cultivation of literature 
in Bengal. Chaitanya, who was born in Nuddea, was a 
bold reformer. He denounced caste and taught universal 
love, lie had able co-adjutors in Nityanund and Adwita, 
and able disciples in Rupa and Sonaton, who were the 
authors of several works. Ramanand, the founder of the 
Ramanundi, Surdas, Tulsi Das and Krishna Das, who all 
lived in Benares, promoted Vaishnaism by p m  Am, thi/mx, 
and songs, which reverberated in Bengal. Of the five 
schools of Law, Bengal was one. Jimat Valiana wrote a 
work called Dayacrama Sangraha. Raghunnndiin lived

• Journal of tlio Asiatic .Socicty of Bengal, Vol. X hlV .

f  J o u r n a l  of  t h e  A s i a t i c  S o c ie ty  o f  H c n g a l ,  V o l .  X M I I .

in the sixteenth century and wrote Daya Tutwa. His 
fellow-students were Sisomani and Chaitanya.

In 1203 the Hindu kingdom of Bengal had become ex­
tinct on Buktyar Khilijy taking Nuihlea. Bengal then 
consisted of five divisions :—1, Rara, west of the Hugli 
and south of tbe Ganges ; 2, Bugdi, Delta of the Ganges ;
3, Banga, east of, aud beyond, the Delta ; 4, Barendra, 
north of the Padma and between the Karatoya and Maha­
n a 11 < 1 a livers ; ;">, Mithila, west of the Mnhananda. Bengal 
meant Laknauti, Satagon, and Sonargon. Lakuauti con­
sisted of Barendra, with Ducat, and of llaur, to which 
Lakhuail belonged.*

Although Bengal ceased to be the Hindu Bengal from 
1230 A. D., yet in l.V>0 a king of Orissa was the king of 
Bengal, and his name was Telinga. The limits of his 
kingdom were: North, from Tribeni to Hugli, through 
Bisscnpore to the frontier of Putkar ; East, the river Hugli, 
and South, the Godavari, or tho Ganga Godavari, and West 
from Singbhoom to Sonapore. ’fhe chief city was Sat- 
gong, not far to the North of Hugli. "t­

He was the last independent king of Orissa. A ghaut 
and a temple in Tribeni are attributed to him. He was 
defeated and Bengal again fell into the hands of the 
Mahomcdans (Cut. Itec.).

A B U D D H I S T  M / S S I O N  T O  T H E  U N I T E D  
S T  A TICS.

The Tokio ( Japan) Time* says :
The famous Hon-guwan-ji of Kioto—perhaps the wealth­

iest and most influential of the various sects of Bud­
dhism in Japan—established a mission in Shanghai some 
years a g o , but is not carrying on any great work of con­
version among the Chinese. In imitation of sonic of the 
Christian missions of Japan and China, it has in connec­
tion with its more legitimate work a dispensary, where 
the poor may obtain advice aud medicine tree of charge, 
and ghostly counsel as well. The mission is situate iu 
tin' Kia n g s e  load, and occupies extensive and handsome 
premises.

This is the sect, it will be reniemlieled, from which it has 
been proposed to send missionaries to the United States 
and Europe, to convert the poor benighted heathen of 
those countries from the errors of Christianity to the only 
true faith. It is a fact. that, there is in the handsome new 
college of the sect iu Kioto a number of young men who 
are being instructed in English and trained in theology 
with the view of their being ultimately sent across the 
seas with the object mentioned.

T i i k  I o n i a n  T i i k o s o i ' i i i c a i . S i m i k t y .

The following is a list, of officers elected under tho 
(.'barter just issued from the Parent Society :—

/'rcaident :
Professor Pasipialc Menclao, I). L. 

l i v e - / ‘resilient :
Count Dr. Nicolas de Gonemys, M. D.

Corretjiondiiiy Secretary :
Otlio Alexander, Es<|.
Jtccording Secretary :

Alexander Rombotti, Esq.
'l'reusttrer :

Denietrio Socolis, Esq.
- ft

T i l l - :  V O Y A G K  F U f l M  IHiM II .VV T < > P O I N T  I >K G A I . I . K  I U ' 1!I X G  

the dry months, by one of the fine steamers of the British 
India S. N. Co., touching at all the Coast ports, is charm­
ing. With an agreeable captain, good company, anil rea­
sonable immunity from sea-sickness, it is so like; a yacht­
ing excursion that one is sorry when the journey is ended. 
Such, at anv rate, was our case. To come back in the
S.-W. Monsoon, as we did, is quite another affair.

* Journal of the Asiatic Society <*f llm '/a l, ^ X 1JI.
*(• Journal of tlic Asiatic fiuciuty vi Jkngal, Vol. X\ I, I'art J,



t e s t j m ; t i i e  b e w i t c h k d  m i r r o r  t h e o r y

HV ISAMU ASI‘ TOSH MITltA.
The facts related under the title o f“ tho Bewitched 

Mirror" in tho T h k o k o p i i  1ST of June last, must have 
excited curiosity, if nothing else, in tlio minds of all its 
readers. At. tins suggestion of my friend Babu Avinas 
Bheondra Banorjee, L.M.S., I decided tu make, tlio trial 
myself; and on the very day I received the suggestion, I 
ninth; arrangements, vcrv simple a.s they were, to repent 
l’rince Tzcretelifs experiment. We did not consider it 
“ all bosh," as the companion of Mr. I vanoviteh’s friend 
remarked, neit,lier did we take it to be like, the one ‘'of 
being unable to eat champagne out of a soiip-pl;itc with 
a large spoon without perceiving tbe devil at tins bottom 
of the plate.'’ We admit, that wo ate not spiritualists, 
but wc aro triith-sockors ami tin not, liko many, consider it 
in /m tliij to give any attention to spiritualism ; and we 
are always glad to spare both time and trouble to make 
any research in that secret science.

()ur Held of experiment was a room within the com­
pound of the Medical College, Calcutta, known as the 
Prosector’s Room—where, moro than a thousand dead 
botlies have been dissected. It wa.s quite solitary.

After half-past eleven at night, I entered the lo o m ,  
taking a lighted candle in each hand, anil slowly approach­
ed the mirror in which was reflected part of a skele­
ton which stands at a little distance. 1 glanced at my 
watch : it was a couple of minutes to the time. Mean­
while I was pondering oyer a serious .subject—soul, its 
immortality, its destiny, &c.; my thoughts coming ami 
going bv (lashes.

All was r|uiet. In an adjacent hall the clock struck— 
tong, tong, tong—twelve times. 1 .straightened myself 
up anti, firmly looking upon my own reflection in the 
mirror, pronounced slowly, loudly, and distinctly 
“ A—su—To—sli—iii—fra” ! Finished. I kept my
eyes fixed upou tho mirror, i|iiito forgetting the external 
world.

After a good long; time (nearly five minutes) I repeat­
ed my name for the second time. No change in the 
mirror, neither anything mystical in myself. My hands 
anti legs were paining, my cye-siglit was growing dim, 
as is natural when one stares long at, one object conti­
nuously. I repeated my name for the third time, hut 
nothing came of it. Al l a s t ,  being disappointed 1 went 
off ami found it was twenty minutes after twelve. I repeat­
ed the experiment on three subsequent nights with similar 
results. On tho fifth day, my friend Babu Gopal Cliun- 
der Mookorjoe tried it in a separate room, aud he also 
was unsuccessful.

I would like to know if any other reader of the Til !•:<»• 
St.il1 HIST has tried it, for it might be that tho effects de­
scribed happen only with certain persons,

Medical College, Calcutta,
10th June  I!S<S0.

The experimental plan, followed in this instance hy the 
Babu. is the only one by which it may be discovered how 
much truth then; is in Ih e  time-honoured legends, tradi­
tions and superstitious observances of modern nations. 
If liis nnd his friend’s tests prove nothing else, they cer­
tainly show that not every one who invokes himself iu 
a mirror at, midnight* by the light ot two candles, will, 
of necessity, h e  appalled by ghostly apparitions. But 
his own common souse has probably suggested what is no 
doubt the fact of the case, viz., that the phenomena described 
by Prince Tzeretclif, iu our Juno number, are observable 
only by poisons of a peeuliai temperament. *1 liis is cer­
tainly the rule in every other department, of psychic 
phenomena. As regards the “ Bewitched Mirror tale 
we printed it as an illustration of one of tho oldest ot 
.Slavic beliefs, leaving it to the reader to put the test or 
not as p leased  him b e s t ,— J£j\

SO U S , S O D S  A N D  P O S IE S .
A few weeks ago, one. George Naims, a British sailor, 

brutally murdered at Calcutta a poor police scjkjv who 
wns quietly standing on his beat, and with whom he had 
never spoken or oven exchanged a word before. The 
miscreant knocked down his victim, anil then cut his 
throat with a knife which he had brought ashore purposely 
to kill some one with. He was tried and convicted, but 
recommended to mercy by tho jury. But. the (Joint, repri­
manding the jurors for a recommendation so utterly un­
called for under tho circumstances, gave sentence ; aud the 
Government of India,upon being appealed to, very sen­
sibly anti justly affirmed the decision of tho (Join t. Well, 
this red-handed murderer was hung, the other tiny, and 
liis hotly interred at the Scotch Burial Ground, Calcutta. 
The fiijlinn Ihi ihj  Nri';* says :

T here witi* p resent :it the  cem etery , som e tim e before th e  funeral 
curtiy i' arrived, about fifty  lad ies nml g en tlem en . On tho  arrival nf 
the hearse, tin* colhu, w hich bore th e  in scr ip tion  of U corge \ ; i ir in ,  
executed  J u ly  i ’.i'il 1 8 8 0 , aged ;i!l y ea rs ,’’ w as eoveretl liy  an U nion  
.Jack, am i w as shouldered b y  six  o f N a iru s’s  sh ip m ates,n m l carrieil 
to th e  fo o t of the grave. T h e  Itev. M r (iil lu u  n lliciatcd , and in the 
first in stan ce rend ou t th o se  portions of scr ip tu re  w hich N airn s wits 
m ost fond of hearing read to  him  after  Iii*con d em n ation . l i e  then  
referred in general to th e  term s of the  s ta tem e n t m ade b y  N airns  
ou tins scatlbld, and m ore particu larly  addressing th e  sa ilors present, 
lie warned them  to  take exam p le  from  the fa te  w hich had befallen  
N airns, 'iml earn estly  advised  them  to avoid  th e  low N a tiv e  lii|iinr 
shops. T he usual prayers were then  ottered up. On the  colliu 
bein'; lowered in to  the grave, m any a  sod w as throw n in p ity in g ly , 
and m any a  m erciful w om anly  hand llung in  a hunch of flowers, 
and m any a  head w as turned aside to  wipe a w ay  a tear  for the 
sham eful end o f  a y o u n g  man w hose career had prom ised such 
better  tilin gs. A t th e  conclusion, th e  I!e \\ M r. (lo d w in , assisted  
by several lad ies who w ere present, sa n g  th e  hym n, ‘‘ Safe in tliu 
A rm s of J esu s ."

Who would not, be a murderer of sepoys, after that, ! 
Fifty gushing ladies and gentlemen; tin; Union Jack to 
enwrap one's colKn : consoling texts read from the Bible, 
his favourites oftrr hix coiulriiimitioii (cheap country liipior 
was his specialty before); sods thrown “ pityingly” in—for 
good luck, doubtless, a.s slippers are thrown at weddings; 
sweet nosegays; and pearly tears milling down fair cheeks 
—what more could any respectable assassin demand { 
What, indeed, but, to know that, like poor Rip Van Winkle's 
drink, this murder should not count against liim. And 
even this comfort was not withheld by the Church ; for, to 
top off all, the winsome Reverend Godwin and his fair 
slobberors launched out with "Sate in the Arms of Jesus." 
1 l.appy George ! It i.s to be regretted, however, that oiiv 
C alcutta contemporary omitted one important fact, with­
out knowing which the reader cannot fully appreciate 
tho beauties of tho Christian Atonement. I n  ir/i<jxe arm*, 
let n.< ix t/w ntiinlrreil ti'jini/ “ .-k/c" !

a  n r n / tT i / s r  h y m x .
HV I). M. STItOSU, MA.IOII, lOTII IIKNOAI, t.AKCKllH,

1.
A s so ft as life by O ullga  
T w o thousand cycles since,
T h y  w ords, for w hich we hunger  
M ild  M uster, Saviour, Prince,

‘2.
H a v e blessed ns, peiiec or trial ;
U n ta u g h t by church and priests  
T o sta in  our pure denial 
W ith  lu st  for iSwerga's feasts.*

:i ‘
A w h ile  w ith  Love thou rested,
A  father's joy thou  knew.
T h u s nil our w eakness tented,
D iscern ed  the false nml true.

4.
A s  lo lie lv  spoonb ill w ilig ing  
T o brood in  som e wild mere.
M aybe, on w oes out-sprin g in g  
From life— the strife, the  fear : 

t>.
So thou , dear Lord, d id st leave UH 
A n d  learnt the ltigh tfiil W ay—
Kach one h is burden grievous
ll im s e lf  can c a s t  aw ay. ■

* Ail author ou lJuddlu>m has rem arked th a t tho true lluddhist does not 
nmr the purity  of Ins self-denial in this life, 1>y lusting after the ppiritunl 
joys of a vorl'.l to conic,



ONJ-J T H E O S O P H I S T S  V I E W  OF M A N 'S  
■ P O S I T I O N  A N D  P 1 W S P E C T S *

JlY W. K. KlltJ'.V, K.T.S.

Children of .Maya, nnd living in more senses tlinn ono 
in the Kali-Yng, how can we arrive a t  t r u th ;  we who 
have m» knowledge of tlie absolute, nor anv .standard by 
which we can attain to absolute tru th  ? Only, a.s it .seems 
to me, hy ascertaining from the past and present exactly 
where we stand.

The famous pai'ahic, propounded I2 ;)0  years ago, on the 
occlusion of the arrival of some of the earliest Christian 
missionaries to the English, a t  the court of King Edwin 
of Northumberland, is as t rue  now as on the day when it 
was spoken. ‘‘ Truly the life of a m an iu this world, 
com pi i red with that life whereof we wot not, is on this wise. 
It is as when thou, O King, art .sitting at supper with 
thine Aldermen and th y  Thanes in th e  time of winter, 
when the hearth is lighted in the  midst, and the hall is 
warm, hut without the rains and the snow aro falling and 
the winds are howling ; then eometli a sparrow, and Hieth 
through the  house, she eometli in hy one door and goetli 
out by another. While she is in the house, she feeleth not 
the storm of winter, hut yet, when a little moment of rest is 
|iasscd, she Hieth again into the  storm, and passcth aw ay 
from our eyes. So is it with the life of man, it is b u t  for 
a moment, what goetli afore it, and w hat eometli after it, 
w'ot we not a t  all. Wherefore il these strangers can tell©

us aught, tha t  we may know whence man cometh and 
whither he goetli, let us hearken to them aiul follow the ir  
law.”

Jt is doubtful whether the Teutonic tribes brought a n y ­
thing with them from the common home of the Aryans iu 
Central Asia, except exoteric fragments of some Oriental 
religion, nor does it  appear tha t  they were ever fully in­
itiated, like the ir  predecessors in Europe,and the Christian 
nations within the limits of the Koman Empire. Hut before 
1 trace down the  growth of our present knowledge, 1 would 
point nut tha t  whereas the seeds of m any of the greatest 
advances in knowledge or intellectual development have 
liceu sown among the Latins, they have borne no fruit u n ­
til transplanted to (termini soil.")* I have ju s t  said tha t 
it is very doubtful whether the Teutonic nations were 
ever initiated, either before the ir  conversion to C hris tian i­
ty, or nltcnvards ; and therefore they eagerly took up  the 
great intellectual movement of the Reformation. But the  
leaders of the Reformation shared in the ignorance and 
bigotry of their age, anil endeavoured to bind all succeed­
ing ages down to a barren worship of the letter, which has 
rendered Protestant ism, especially in its more extreme
forms, the baldest and most exoteric of all icli"ions. Yet.• . ® 
they threw open the Bible to all, and the  light has tru ly
shoue amid the darkness, and tho darkness comprehended 
it not, for the more or less hidden wisdom which it con­
tains, especially tha t  of the New Testament, has done 
much to counteract the evil tendency o f  the  theology of 
the reformers. To digress for a moment, let me say that 
there are three very distinct meanings jum bled up in the 
English translation of the Gospels, under the word Heaven. 
In the synoptic Gospels the  word is almost always in the 
plural, (except where i t  means the sky) and is evidently 
used for the Spiritual Worlds. The second meaning, a l­
ready mentioned, is the sky. Jn this case the word is in 
the singular, and the meaning is obvious from the context. 
'The third meaning is to be found in the Gospel of John. 
Here the word is in the  singular, and usually denotes the 
state whence Christ descended, and to which he was to 
return, or in plain terms, Nirvana.

But even in physical matters, the horizon of Kuropeaiis 
:$(>() or 400 years ago was fearfully contracted. The earth 
was of very limited extent and duration to them : yet it 
Was the only important portion of the  universe, except 
Heaven nnd Hell. Their ideas were even more cramped 
than those of the Alohaminadans, (narrow as is exoteric

•  A |>n]»or read ocforu tlio Briti?li TliuoMopltioal Soctat), .May l^SO.
+ Tho Inform ation, tKo <‘ircu la tionof tlio au«l AMronoujy

ju.iy U) mentioned in Uliiatrntiuu,

Alohammadanism), lor the  A mbs extended their voyages 
to Spain, India, China, the  A m  Islands, Zanzibar, and 
Madagascar, and perhaps fu r th e r ;  and in addition to their 
regarding the earth as of vast extent (fai exceeding its 
real dimensions), they had imported part of the Indian 
metaphorical cosmogonies, which greatly cnlaigcd their  
ideas of the vastness of the  universe.*

A t length, however, came Galileo and ColiunL.us, m u I 
tlie real dimensions and character of the  ca ith  and the 
physical universe were discovered.

A lte r  this came Rationalism, demanding th a t  all 
knowledge resting on authority  should produce its 
credentials. Its mission is to sweep away the falsities of 
the past to prepare for the  future, and this work is a.s ye t  
incomplete. W e can afford, however, to look on calmly, for 
it is not our mission to destroy, but to build up, and the 
Rationalistic plough only prepares the soil for the good 
seeil of future progress.

Next came Geology, extending our view backwards and 
forwards, far beyond the II,0 0 0  yeais of the popular theo­
logy. Then came the discovery of the nntiipiily of man, 
and of principles of evolution, sweeping away I lie m ateria­
listic interpretation of Genesis. Finally, the discovery of 
spectiuni analysis has established the un ity  of the physical 
universe, and the rise of Spiritualism lias opened before 
us the vast horizons of the spiritual universe.

Nationally, we have everything to encourage us. Wo 
are not a race tha t  has retrograded, and although the ear­
lier civilisations may have risen to a higher level than 
onr own, yet we ale a new people, risen within a veiy few 
centuries from u t te r  barbarism to the station which wu 
occupy at present.

lint, we cannot get rid so easily of the contracted ideas 
which prevailed until, as it were, yesterday, respecting 
space and time, .lust as our < 'hristian brethren, without 
exception, look foiward to earn " I leaven” by one well- 
spent life, so are we too liable to look to Nirvana as a t ta in ­
able bv the single sustained effort of a single life. W e do. O “
not consider tha t we inhabit a very small and very inferior 
world, and that our aim is still too short, to reach the sun, 
but like blind men restored tosight, we think we can touch 
anything we can see. Even as regards the material 
universe, I think I am m uch 'w ith in  the mark in saying 
that ii pea placed iu the middle of one of our largest 
parks would not more th an  represent tlie proportion borne 
by our earth  to the solar system alone. Beyond the 
system it a v o i iId take 2 0 0 , 0 0 0  years to count the number 
(>f miles to the nearest fixed star.

You will ask me, what of the accomplished union wiili 
God, ot which the mystics speak i This, 1 th ink J can 
explain by referring to Swedenborg, who says tha t  in 
some of the inferior planets, the inhabitants are permitted 
to worship the angel, (or the  societ y of angels) appointed 
to rule over them. In another passage, he says that tin; 
higher the society, the more it appears to the angels that, 
they act ot themselves, bu t the more certainly they know 
that they speak and act from the Lord a lo n e ; that is, as 
1 take it, ironi the society next above them, through 
which the divine influx descends to them. Again, there, 
is understood to lie perfect communion of' thought and 
feeling within the higher societies, so tha t the thought or 
act of any member is felt as the thought or act of all. 
Hence it, would seem to any man who .succeeded iu placing 
himself temporarily tn  with such a society, th a t
he had liocome one with God ;and  los feelings would be 
practically incommunicable to anyone who had had no 
similar experience. If this view is correct, it will go far
lo explain such ideas as absorption of individuality, which 
are often used without any very clear and definite sense 
being attnchcd to them.

Again, very lew generations si-paraie the savage from 
the sage. The links have existed, but on looking back 
through history they shade away. Shall one material 
existence, even on earth, be suttieienl for our development,

J SVt tho -tory of Uuli'okiv.i, iu tliu Siykt!.
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if  it rei|uires material existence. a t  all ?* Iutiiiitc arc tin* 
phases of 1111111111 life, even here, nor could anv two exis­
tences lie oilier Ilian widely different. Hence a new ear th ­
ly existence would lie to all intents aud purposes as new 
a  lifo as tlio transfer from om; spiritual society to another. 
And tliere m ust lie a still greater ditfeivnco between 
p lanet and planet. Lot us look rather to slow and sure 
steps Ibr advancement, than a t tem p t  to scale the Heavens 
a t a  bound, and thus repeat the error of the Christians. 
T he  earth is, (as the Arabs say, speaking of the habi­
table jMji'tion of the  earth, compared with their idea of 
wliat is uninhabited) as a tent in a desert,; and within the, 
vast limits of the solar systeni, there must be, around 
ami beyond the material worlds, worlds within worlds 
of spiritual universes, all which lie before us, as wc pass 
to and fro, lirst, between the earth and its dependent, 
spheres (for 1 greatly doubt if we are really in communica­
tion with any spiritual spheres at all, except, those im­
mediately dependent nu the earth), and then from planet 
to planet, our resilience in each planet, including residence 
iu its dependent spheres, till we reach the suns, aud thus :

“ f r o m  »t.ir to  star,
Frnm world to liuuiiiimi world, iim far
A m tlio universe strotehcs its  limning wall."

B ut beyond the earths, beyond the spheres, beyond the 
sun, beyond Sirius, lieyond Alcyone, lies N irvana, the 
state of the pure spirits, far aliove any material or even 
fluidic world, anil we are told th a t  when a Buddha is 
about to a ttain it, lie would spurn IVom him with u tter  
scorn the otlor of becoming the king of a Dova-Loka, 
(one of tbe highest spiritual worlds), for a  hundred 
million years;  or any other conceivable blessedness, iu 
exchange, although his pmver over the material universe 
lias become practically infinite.

" T a k e  all tliu jiIhikuivn of  all I lie splicre*,
A a d  mult ip ly  riirli th rough  endless years  ;
One 1)iiII11to of 11'*)ivrn is w or th  thi'iii nil.”

Truly, We vet stand low, very low on one of the rungs of 
Jacob’s ladder, with its foot, iu the primeval nebula, and 
its bend in Nirvana. Let. us not, .suppose that one good 
life can deserve Nirvana, any more than one evil lile 
can deserve eternal suffering.

l low itt  once scoffed at a visit to all the worlds in the uni­
verse as " ra th e r  a long journey." ( banted, bu t what matters 
time or space to us if we have an eternal existence before 
us ( All our lives must, be connccted together;  and when 
Ave enter a world, we bring our capacities, and 1 doubt 
not, our friends with us. The universe being held together 
by bonds of sympathy, shall it not bo the case with spirits 
from life to life ! Hut. I doubt if spiritual affinity dejKMids 
on sex. W ithout caring to go into details, I may say 
that, as I in terpret well-known facts of physiology, sex 
is a mere Imdily accident, and not inherent, in the spirit.. 
Here, in states of society where the sexes are on a com­
parative equality, we regard the deepest affection as c o n ­
jugal ; but where this is not the ease, in ancient ami espe­
cially in Eastern countries, the deojiest affections we read 
of are not always so. It is clear that Achilles wa.s far 
more sincerely attached to I’atroclus than to BriseTs, and 
tha t  David was far more attached to Jona than  than to 
Michal. The deepest, affection, too, may sometimes exist 
between relatives; as in the curious instance cited by 
Miss Blackwell, of a mother and daughter, who wore so 
deeply attached that, when the former died, sho imme­
diately sought, and obtained permission to reincarnate 
herself as her daughter's child.

Let, us not be led astray by I,lio contracted horizons 
aud the narrow id*as of the past, but lot us look upon 
the past, and future as becomes beings with infinite possi­
bilities before us, in an infinite universe, if wo. will only 
free ourselves from prejudice, and work and wait, patiently, 
w ithout hoping for or grasping a t  everything at. once.

•  Dr. Temple ha* shown im th a t tlic developm ent of tlie race i.« as the 
development of tlie Individual, and nm«t not the converge be true, that 
tho development of tho individual h  a* th a t of the race {

ADDITIONAL XOTK.

It, is sometimes argued that tbe other planets, and 
much more the suns, are too hot or too cold to supjiort 
life : but I th ink it more reasonable to believe that all, 
or nearly alljthe planets are inhabited by lx'ings adapted 
to their  physical condition. Still less can I supjiose life 
to bo absent, iu the suns, themselves the centres of life 
to the planets around them. They arc probably the 
al>ode either of the spirits controlling tho systems, or of 
spirits not wholly free from the last, link binding them 
to the  materiality of the system which they a t  present 
inhabit.* Even the  prose Edda tells us that “ those not 
indigenous thereto cannot enter Muspellheim.” Of course 
nothing material as we understand the word could inhabit 
even the superior planets, much less the suns.

- -*■- 

H E A L T H  OF T H E  E  I F  S.

It V P Itf * I*. I). S. MAHTIN.

Tho eye is one of the most sensitive and complicated 
of all the organs of the human IrmIv. It  is intimately 
connected both with the  brain and nervous system on the 
one baud, and with the general system of the circulation on 
the  other. In its relation with the brain, it shares iu all 
the  various conditions of nervous excitement, or depression, 
lalwir or repose. In its connection with the general circula­
tion, it, is affected by all irregularities of the system, and 
is, theiefore, liable to injury in any defective state of the 
general health.

There are many ways iu which this most iin]h>rtunt 
organ is ap t  to receive harm, through ignorance of the need 
that, there is of can.' in its use. It, is sufficient to refer to 
a few of the most frequent of those causes ; and among 
them may lie |iart.icularly mentioned three, viz:— S tm in -  
ing I hr ei/en, In/ irorkunj in <lefectirr, or in e.rct'sHtre, light— 
Ovenrorlt, or e,rt rente to n l protmcleil e.rertimi. of' tin: 
i'i/i’kit/lit— U.iivy (hr eye* when h i an irritnlnl or icrukened

As regards straining the eyes, nothing is more common 
than the habit of trying lo work or read after the daylight 
lias begun to lade iu the afternoon. Persons are anxious 
to finish something that they are engaged upon, and so 
continue the effort to work long after the light is insuffici­
ent. and the attempt, in jurious. The members of a family 
should in this respect keep watch over one another, to 
prevent, this tendency. In the same way at night, care 
should Ik- taken never to carry on any work which strains 
the eyes, by an imperfect artificial light. If there is the 
least, sense of effort in using llic eyes, or any want of ease 
and comfoit in so doing, another lamp, candle, or burner 
should lie lighted; or else, any work demanding much 
exertion of the sight should cease.

As regards overwork of the eyes, the remark last made 
applies with equal force. However sufficient the light 
nia}' lie, if a t  an v time, after working a while, there conies 
on a  sense of effort or weariness of eyesight, the work 
should 1m; stopped. Hosting the eyes for a time will 
generally enable a person to go on again without harm : 
this may lie done either by closing the eyes and if jiossible 
sleeping for a little while, or by walking out somewhat 
in tlie open air and allowing the eyes to range over distant 
objects, especially green landscapes, instead of dwelling 
upon those that, are small and close.

The third point, that of use of the eyes when irritated 
or weakened iu any way, is one of great, consequencc. The 
tendency to harm from this source may arise from weak­
ness either of the eyes themselves, or of the general health 
of the systeni,— very frequently from both together. Any 
impaired sta te  of general health is very apt to influence 
tho eyes ; and persons are not, aware how little exertion it 
takes, a t  such times, to injure these delicate organs, 
Especially is this the case during and after recovery from 
illness.

• Tlio I'mln nml tlicir nvntorn nrc nlwny* \vml>oll*e<l by the Min,



Parents mid teachers should lie careful in regard tn the 
liabit.s ol'children and young persons. They should never 
be allowed to read and study under e ither of the  circum­
stances described, v iz . : after daylight begins to fade, or by 
imperfect light a t  night, ./‘ttr iin th ir  ran: should also be 
exercised to prevent the  habit of holding the object, 
unnecessarily close to the eye, or of lowering the head 
near to the object ; 12 inches luting the  least and about 2 0  
inches the maximum distance for the  book or work from 
the eye, in ordinary cases. Seats ought always to lie 
so adjusted to the height of tables or desks, th a t  it  shall 
not be necessary for persons to stoop over into a “ round­
shouldered” position in order to work or to read or write.

There are also some other important points to be 
observed, particularly with regard to the m anner and the 
amount in which strong light is allowed to fall upon the eye 
or upon the objects whereon it is engaged. The quantity  of 
light tolerated by the eye is limited. W e cannot look at 
the sun with impunity. Even luminous objects, far less bril­
liant than the sun, cause a painful sensation -when their 
rays strike; directly upon the  eye. The more uniformly the  
light is dispersed and the less directly' its rays penetrate 
the eye, the more beneficial is its action. The uniformly 
dispersed daylight serves as the best example. Every 
violent anil sudden contrast, between light, and darkness, 
is disagreeable, and becomes injurious if frequently re ­
peated. Flickering light is likewise unpleasant and fati­
guing. The simultaneous action of luminous contrasts is 
also harmful. Such contrasts are produced when a bright 
light is covered by a dark shade. The small space ligh t­
ed is intensified by the. broad dark zone of shadow around 
it ; anti under the influence of such contrary states of 
illumination, the eyes aie strained and so tire easily. A 
shade of ground glass or porcelain, covering the  flame and 
causing a somewhat subdued but uniforn illumination, is 
far preferable to a dark shade, Iu  these materials we 
possess a powerful means of softening a dazzling light by 
dispersion of its rays.

Another m atter  of care is, that, we should not, directly 
face low windows through which the  light strikes. S ky­
light or light from above, is the best light for all work notO  O  ’ ©

requiring a bent position of the head, and, therefore, de­
serves a liir more general application in the construction 
of factories, workshops, schools, ami other buildings, or in 
the methods of artificial illumination. In writing or simi­
lar handwork, the  light should strike from the left side, in 
order to avoid the  shadow cast by the  right hand ; and in 
all cases it is far better tha t  the  light should come from 
almve than from below. For this reason, those window- 
shades that raise and lower from the bottom, are preferable 
to the ordinary ones tha t  are rolled at the  top, or to the 
window awnings tha t shut, out the light of the sky, and 
admit it  only from below. It is, therefore, important tha t 
parents and teachers in schools should also see to it that 
pupils do not. study with the direct rays of the  sunshine 
falling on the book, or desk, or floor, and that they do not, 
oil the other hand, sit directly facing’low windows, as the 
eyes become dazzled by either of these errors, and injury 
may result.

W hen there is percoivcd any great sensitiveness of the 
eyes towards very bright or excessive light, towards white 
and reflecting objects of work, or towards the reflection of 
the sun-light from snow and other white surfaces, the  use 
of spectacles with plain light-blue or gray (so-called London 
smoke) glasses is generally safe and a great relief and pro­
tection ; as it softens the painful brilliancy, without in ter­
fering with ready sight. Blue veils, to some extent, 
answer the same purpose as blue glasses.

In  any case of persistent uneasiness, weakness, or other 
observed defect of the eyes, recourse should be had prom pt­
ly to a competent oculist.— Popular Health Almaiaie.

AT WIIATSOKYICH -Md.MK.N'T YOU CATOll YOIJUSKI.F TKY- 
ing to persuade yourself tha t  you are particularly humble, 
bv assured that then you are farthest from humility.

[Om tinucil from tlie Mny iimnUcr.|

T H E  V E D A N T A  P H IL O S O P H Y .

Expounilcil by tlie Sucinty of lienarcs P andits, nn,l Iiruif-latCi! for 1 lip
Tliuusorilisr.

ItY PANDIT SU11YA NAHAYKN, KKC’Y.

The subject of our last discussion was th a t  Punisher- 
th a  (human effort) is the  Aaron’s serpent th a t  overwhelms 
the result of the  Pr/lravdha actions. This enjoins J ira  to 
take an un in terrupted  course towards Purushitrtlia for the 
knowledge of thoso things which may succeed in putting  
to an end the  troubles of this life from its root, tha t  they 
may not in time see the light again. The troubles of this 
life are four in num b er :— (1 ) relating to the body (STOW), 
(2 ) relating to the mind (M) relating to beings
(wi'fiffRT'tf), and ( 4 )  relating to a tutelary or presi­
ding deity (WW^l'T^'). The  first group includes the va­
rious sorts of diseases with which a man is attacked ; the 
second come in the form of some desire or object, anger, 
thought, and the  like ; the  third sort of trouble which is 
experienced hy Jim . is set on foot by the  agency of ma­
terial beings, as, for instance, serpents, tigers, and various 
other hurtful creatures ; anil the fourth or last, is tha t  
which is brought about by the agency of spiritual beings. 
Though there are .special means of annihilating the mise­
ries above referred to, still at. the same time there is every 
probability of their  recursion at. any time. As far as the 
present subject is concerned, it is worthy of notice th a t  
man should promptly take in hand the attainment of the 
knowledge of those things only which may extirpate his 
troubles and leave no room for their  genus to grow again. 
This is what ivc mean by the distinction between the 
spiritual (W W l) and non-spiritual (3T»nWl).

I f  the misconception of a th ing results from the u n ­
consciousness of its real nature, it is quite clear that the 
knowledge of its true nature will efface from our memory 
the inaccurate impressions of things so long made. As, 
for example, the  figure! of a piece of rope in the dark in­
volves till! existence of the different kinds of illusions ; 
viz., a serpent, a rod, or a stream of wine, &c. : while tho 
true knowledge of that rope which makes the  sweet bells 
of any one’s intellect jangle  out, of tune is sure to subside 
the fumes of existing delusiveness caused by his ignor­
ance.

In the same m anner it, is simply the unconsciousness of 
his real nature that makes Jira  cast his regards about, 
him as a doer, or an enjoyer, &c\, which, in case, whenever 
lie recognises his real nature, passes into empty air. Most, 
people say tha t  the Vedantis (followers of the Vedanta 
doctrine) who are not exempt from the actions of this work­
ing day-life, are surely accessories before the fact and wash­
ing the blackamoor white, if they deny in being called 
doers or enjoyers, though they safely enjoy the results of 
their actions a t  the  same time. Hut this is, in fact, a mere 
misconception of those who view the subject in this light, 
for this Jira  being a port ion, or rather a reflected beam of 
tha t Great and Glorious fountain-head of light.must neces­
sarily be similar in qualities attached to tho lbnner. As 
Brahma does not possess the quality of a doer or an en­
joyer, &c., so does Jira , and this end can be secured by 
merely knowing his real form ; for th is  body, the seat of 
our efforts, which is made up of the five elements is not 
the Jira  we mean, and if we do that, it will bring into 
light a dead set upon our arguments, the  result of which 
will prove a perfect. Babel. It, is this. Supposing fliis 
Jira  to have a beginning and an end like the  body, the 
performance of such meritorious actions as giving alms to 
the poor, showing mercy upon living beings, speaking the  
truth, neither himself commit,ting theft nor instigating­© © © 
any other to do so, and venerating Ishwara (vW), &c„ 
is worth placing in the back ground, because there  is no 
chance of that Jiva  who is dead now to come into exis­
tence again iu all his perfect, lineaments a.s before to enjoy

•  Hy thU word the V edanta doctrine which is very similar to  th a t of tho 
Sankhya, signific.sjrm interna) organ standing between the  organ* of |>crct|»-
ti vu nud of activn, ns au clcvtrutliorgau which partakes v i  the uaturg vi bvt[i.



the results of i.liose actions which remained dormant in 
liis previous existence. W e are thus led to conclude tliat 
niiin undergoes the happiness or misery of this world w ith­
out any cause, because, when there is 110 transmigration of 
soul, how can we come to the point that the happiness or 
misery as mentioned above is due. to the actions done iu 
previous life. (This is taken into eonsideration in tha t  
case oidy where there is 110 direct or straightforward cause 
of their  occurrence in a present life), and also it, gives 
rise to this detect tha t .Fb'a enjoys the  fruits nf those ac­
tions, which he lias not. dune, and is deprived, instead nf 
it, of the fruits of those which have, not been done by 
his agency. The organs of the body ca.11 never be
called J iv n ,  because this chemical combination of a to m s  
and molecules (body) is not totally brought to ruin iu the 
absence of any one of them, and that man can live as ileal, 
blind, and dumb, X'c. Similarly we cannot designate the 
■vitality or the vital action of life (3(®l) as .lira , because 
it, is destitu te  nf .senses. As, for example, if a, man takes 
away anything from near a man lost, in sleep, the vital 
action though at work at that time, cannot determine 
what happens near the man.

After having made manifest the above statem'ent, \\e 
run away with the notion that rn<rmi. (the eleventh or­
gan) cannot also fulfil the  required conditions. W hen a 
man is sleeping soundly, lu; is quite  destitu te  of untn/f. 
This gives rise to a defect as in one of the above s ta te­
m ents  which furnishes Jivn  with tbe  enjoyment of the 
result of the actions not done by him and the destruction 
of those brought into exercise in the  present life. Ano­
th e r  defect, is when a man awakes from sleep lie says lie 
has slept much, and had no regard about any ot her thing 
rise. Now one should not. recollect, this fact when he is 
asleep, because recollection is due to things once seen in 
a wakeful s ta te  and that he cannot form an idea of that 
th ing  which he has never seen. H ad  this unconscious­
ness not been experienced during  sleep, its recollection 
would never have-been b rought into light when awaking. 
I h i tw c h a v e  already said tha t  (^I^T) and (*M) are both 
absent during sleep, then we shall have to say tha t  it is .//)■« 
only who has tha t  unconsciousness in view. Therefore, 
viitna ( the  eleventh organ) is not Jivn.

.Tiro who is existing in all times, i. e . ,  in sound sleep, 
dream or wakeful state, is throwing light everywhere and 
is as free from th e  disguises as Brahma. l ie  being a por­
tion of H im  whose influence pervades the  whole Universe, 
is not a doer, or an enjoyer, &c., anil breaks loose from tin* 
f o u r  kinds of troubles enumerated above on recognising 
his real form or nature.

f  F k o m  t h e  O o i . o M i t o  ( C e y l o n )  E x  a m  i n  k h .]

7  'UK t j i p :os o n u s :/ y>.
So far as we can understand the doctrines ot this so­

ciety. or, to speak more correct ly, so far as Colonel O l c o t t  

has let us know them  from his lecture, there is nothing in 
them  to provoke the  hostility of any religionists. The 
Theosophists avow tha t  they hold 110 article of faith, they 
oppose none, and are ready to welcome all classes of belief 
and shades of opinion into the Universal Brotherhood of 
which they aro the. apostles. They are mere searchers 
after tru th ,  and they invite all classes and conditions of 
men to assist them in their search. The hum an  intellect 
has busied itself with this soarch from the  earliest ages, 
and the m yth  of the  (.{olden Fleece aud the Holy Grail 
are examples of a phase of human faith which finds p e r ­
petual repetition even in our days of advanced civilization, 
when railways and telegraphs, and the elect ric l igh t— not. 
to mention less recondite agencies of physical force— have 
well nigh disillusionised the mind of its tendency towards 
mysticism and the traditions of the superstition. N e v e r ­
theless, th a t  there i.s a la ten t principle iu us which h an k e rs  
a f to r th e  unknown, a  longing to go t a t  the  unknowable, 
is sufficiently attested by the m u lt i tude  ot well-educated 
men who have devoted their  lives to the  solution of this

Koit THE t i i m t i i ,  but so long as their search is made with 
great problem. They have all confessedly been searching 
due humility and earnestness, 110 man who has a firm 
faith in w hat he believes is the truth, and the excellence 
of his own system of faith, can quarrel with the Theoso­
phists. Their  minds are a. labulti I'nsn, so to speak, ami 
ready to receive impressions. And if is left, to those who 
differ from them to step in and impress their religion 011 
them if they can. As our information goes, no one in 
Ceylon or elsewhere has a ttem pted this, though a Ceylon 
journalist has permitted himself the privilege nf attacking 
them.

A polemical countryman of ours, we hear, challenged 
I hem to a public debate, but this they declined to accept. 
Abuse and public debates are the worst instruments of 
conversion, and if the Theosophists despised the one ami 
declined the other, they have acted with commendable 
prudence. They tell us they have a  conscientious mis­
sion to perform, and we see them labouring earnestly in 
the  discharge of their self-imposed duties. They may lie 
mistaken in their mission, ami their labours may be al­
together vain. Still the  spirit of research which they are 
now striving to infuse into the minds of our torpid coun­
trymen cannot but fail to lead to good results ; especially 
if the principle of Universal Brotherhood which they ad­
vocate lead to the demolition of the most pernicious nml 
demoralizing caste system which, in spite of the doctrines 
of equality and fraternity preached bv GouTAMA l!i;mm,\, 
still enthrals the people of this country. But, says their 
adversary, these are dangerous men ; though they have no 
dangerous doctrines to teach, yet bv their example they 
teach people to throw olV fho restraints of all existing reli­
gions : they preach against Christianity which believes in 
a divine Trinity, against Mahometanism which believes in 
one God, against. Hinduism which believes in many gods, 
but thoy favour Buddhism which believes in no (Jod. We 
th ink this is not a fair s tatement of the  case. The Thcoso­
phists say they have examined the various systems of 
religion which prevail in Europe and America and are dis­
satisfied with all of them, that, from reading and examin­
ing the different systems, they have discovered in Bud­
dhism the glimpses of many excellent truths, buried in tins 
dusty corrupt ions of many ages and th a t  they have come 
here personally to study Buddhism. Surely there can be 
nothing in this th a t  is subversive of morals or of good 
Government. Kvery man who professes a religion neces­
sarily denies a t  least by implication, tho tru th  of all other 
religions than his own. The Theosophists only go a step 
further and deny all religions without au exception. But 
they do not stop there. They believe in a future state of 
happiness or misery, they obey the dictates of their con­
science, some deny the  existence of a personal God, but, 
all unite in inquiring after a closer knowledge of the  a t ­
tributes of God. Thus far the picture is grand, bu t  when 
the Theosophists ta lk  of initiations and shiboleths, we can­
not help thinki'ng th a t  they are clogging a truly noble 
cause by the adoption of vapid formalities. We are told 
tha t  the  Theosophists are in possession of faculties which 
were once ascribed to magic, and that such faculties ought, 
not, to be imparted except to the initiated, and even 
amongst the  initiated, not to all bu t  to the most approv­
ed of them.

The so-called occult sciences and the  black arts have 
long been exploded,*' and though the votaries of modern 
spiritualism would seem to have revived faith in the  old 
direction, it  would be impossible in this m atte r  of fact age, 
an age which refuses to take any thing on trust, be it  ever 
so highly recommended, for any a t tem pt to lead the mind 
out of the groove of the  inductive logic of cause and effect, 
to succeed at the end. W e have neither partiality nor 
prejudice* for the Thcosophists ; wc believe they are actu­
ated by the  very best and noblest of motives— that, of 
elevating their  brother men, irrespective of caste and color, 
to the higher level of a Universal Brotherhood. In  this 
great, mission they ought, to command the respect and the

* Perhaps not,—E<l, T iifys,



sympathy of all true philanthropists, though, as in the case 
nf all reformers tliey must bo prepared to encounter ob­
stacles and opposition, and even obloquy ; but if, as we 
doubt not, they believe in the greatness of the work before 
them, and endeavour conscientiously to carry it out, no 
lover of his kind will grudge iliom whatever success tins' 
may achieve.

H A  II. I T S  I I I ! '.

Tt highly gratified our Delegates to Ceylon to find that 
not only every educated priest, and layman, but the  u n ­
educated people of that Island also, knew the possibility 
of man’s acquiring tho exalted psychical powers of adept- 
sliip, and the fact, tlm t they had often been acquired. A t 
Bentota we were taken to a temple where a community of 
.■>()<) of these Jlitlutl.-, or adepts had formerly resided. Nay, 
we even met those who had quite  recently encountered 
such holy men ; and a certain em inent priest who joined 
our Society was shortly after permit ted to see aud exchange 
some of our signs of recognition with one. i t  is true tlmt, as 
in India and Egypt, there is a prevalent idea that the term 
for the manifestation of the highest grades of rnhatship  
(R abat or Arahat is the  Pali equivalent for the Sanskrit 
JUk/i!—one who has developed his psychical powers to their  
fullest extent,) has expired, but this comes IVom a, mistaken 
notion th a t  .Ihiddlia himself Imd limited the period of such 
development to one millcnium after his death. To sot this 
m atter  at rest- wc here give a translation by .Mr. Frederic 
Dias, Pandit of Ihe ( Jalle Theosophical Society, of passages 
which may be regarded a.s absolutely authoritative. They 
were kindly collected for us by the chief assistant priest 
of ihe Parmanatida Vihare, a t  (ialle,— Eli.

MKMOIIANIMJ.M.

A x opinion is almost universally curren t among the 
literary class of Buddhists tha t the  period of the wotld 
for attaining to R ah a txh lp  has expired, and the present, 
age is only a theoretical period of tlie Vroga-system. That, 
this opinion is erroneous, is evident from the numerous 
passages of the Buddhistical Scriptures where the Dhyana 
system is described and the practical course of contemp­
lation discussed. F rom  the many detailed accounts of 
Raha(*liip, the  following arc extracted :—

il Digha Nikaya,'’ (Section treating o n  Dhyana 
System. Parinibberiea Su ttan .”)

! media Sulmihla Il/till'ii Suiitiiia Viltin'etjntt A shhim 
J.ttLii AritJitnitohi.

“ Hear Subliaddra. The world will not be devoid of 
Ibdiats if the Yogis iu my dispensation will aud truly per­
form my precepts.”

“ Manorata l’urani Angottara Atawaeva.”
Jiiiililliiiiiniilti pat'tiiibbitiiitltt icits.itt sahmat Mr n't i pa/S.-'ion- 

bhiila ntblttillcltin .'itilli'ii/1 htiopttraucha Ab/iimni lalnj.i 
A 'tik lfiita  littti ii'tjja nibbniiteiili ijitrhrhanti I'ltlnhiji! nlb- 
battelim Aihtl'lciilti .*u kka icej>m taka lamti.

Within a period of one thousand years from the tem ­
poral death of Buddha, the sacerdotal order will a ttain to 
that, grade of Itahat termed ‘ Siwiipilidimbinpat I t a h a t ’ 
(the 1st order). A t  the lapse of this period the sacerdota-l 
order will attain to the grade termed ‘ Sha t Abhigua’ 
(the 2nd order). In  the course of time the sacerdotal 
order will a ttain to  tho grade ‘ Tividdhya’ (3rd order). 
After a further lapse of time this grade will also cease, 
and the priesthood will a tta in  only ‘ Su.ska W idarsaka’ 
(4th order.)

Among these four grades of Uahal, a limited time is de­
fined only to the first order. And no defined period is 
assigned to the prevalence of the other three orders.

“ Mtliii<lttj>]ii'>t.siut’'— By the Ruhut Mtiffaseiai.
“ As a. pond is kept filled up wit h water by the  continual 

pouring of ra in ;  as a conflagration is kep t  up by feeding 
the fire with dry wood ; as a glass is lustred by frequent, 
cleaning ; even so by the invariable observance of the en­

joined devotional rides, and by indefatigable exertion to 
lead a pure life mi the par t  of the priesthood, the world 
will not be devoid of Ualiats."

So it is evident th a t  the  a t ta inm ent of Ho.hutghip has 
no defined period.

(T o  he c(militia'll.)

s o l a  r  r n r . r A i r o K s ,  on s p o t s  u p o n

T H E  S I I X  

t*.Y i). k  nrm.KY, >r. a ,

I  n v iii 'iltv r  of Ihe Thcoint/ihictil S o c ie ty .

H aving with our four-inch, clear aperture, ( ‘lark and 
Son’s telescope watched during the past months, those 
portentous spots upon the suit’s disk which have of late 
excited such general wonder and caused redoubled a t te n ­
tion among astronomers, 1 contribute the following in the 
hope th a t  it  may interest some of your numerous readers, 
miscellaneous as they are in nationalities, creeds and taste.

Tho elaborate lit tle instrum ent referred to, is unexcel­
led in the delicacy of its definitions. It developed on 
Sunday, Ju n e  the 2 0 th, some thirt}-three specks on the 
s u n :  the  largest a solitary one; the others grouped into 
two distinct clusters, situated thousands of miles apart. 
Around the tttwlettx of some ol these, not only the utnbea. 
bu t  the peiivritbi'ii were most signally and vividly por­
I rayed.

Wlioover has familiarized himself with tho use of that, 
precious instrument, the Oplitltahinwi'opc, in the investiga­
tion of diseases of the retina of the eye, mav form a gra­
phic idea of those telescopic appearances : inasmuch as 
the image of the sun, when condensed by Ihe 4-ineh 
refractor upon the little speculum employed by us, re­
sembles in its general aspect, size and contour, the view 
thus obtained of the above-named visual structure. More­
over, to enhance this likeness still more, those phenome­
nal spots t in ting  the great Eye of Day. typified most 
surprisingly some o f  tbe  pathological conditions o f  the 
retinal tunic of the hum an eye, giving it, all the precision 
of a photographic picture. Indeed, so impressive was this 
similitude, that, during our observations we found ourself 
abstractedly giving thought to the case as one of pigmen­
tation, with anemia ami atrophy of the choroid and retinal 
vessels.

From day to day, IVom hour lo hour, even while we 
were watching them, those solar spots underwent visible 
changes ; some became extinct, others became bridged ; 
some two or three coalesced, while new ones of varying 
forms and grandeur burst, into existence. Finally, one of 
the two clusters totally disappeared, while tho others be­
came enlarged ami so materially altered tha t instead nf 
reminding us of the retinal specks of a diseased eye, the 
spots hail gathered themselves into the form of a miniature 
chart of tha t Hawaiian group, spot ting the Pacific Ocean, 
which our English cousins prefer to style the Sandwich 
Islands.

In the last .nam ed condition, with slight \ isiblc a lte ra­
tions, tha t  cluster remained until the monsoon burst, ami 
we were precluded, for some fen days IVom the making of 
further observations, during which interval, if had with 
slight exceptions disappeared. Opportunely, however, one 
large spot had ju s t  advanced to the sun’s limb, thus 
yielding an oblique anil consequently instructive view. 
Two days later, when we. obtained another sight, all had 
vanished ; while a t  present, only three or four compara­
tively unim portant specks are, to lu* discerned.

Notwithstanding the remarkable changes in locality 
and configuration which these spots nrc seen to undergo, 
to the casual gazers who from time to time peep in upon 
our delicate speculum— the size ol a shilling piece— they 
always appear as bu t so many insignificant dots from a 
spattering pen. Yet., to the intelligent observer w h o ,  

knowing their  distance of procedure—some ninety mil­
lions of miles away— those same tiny dot prints tell him 
of vast aud mighty convulsions— convulsions of fiery fluids



nnd flnining gases— tlio sublimity of which wc on rt lily 
mortals can form 110 adequate concept of. transpiring iijmhi 
our huge molten solar eenlro ; whose photosphere thus 
bestirred, awakens irradiations whieh fructify tho orbs of 
its planetary system.

Relatively with such energies, the most, notable ami 
Constorimt,in«f of our mundane forces, the  most violent of 
our cataclysms, display but a feehle iui))ulse.

In IriMh. the only sublunnry rupture  whieh enii con­
vey to our minds even a faint, picture of these solar dis­
turbances. is that of the renowned volcano of Mninui Lon, 
on the largest of the previously named Islands of Hawaii. 
This picturesque mountain rears its camel-shaped hump 
from the verdant tropics into the regions of eternal snow, 
where, upon its summit, yawns the unfathomable crater 
of M o lim w o v e n ,  through whose twenty-four miles of 
encircling jaws, it occasionally regales with thunderin ';  
pyrotechnics the inhabitants of the whole areliiopelago. Its 
lurid Haines illuminate the high heavens, whence by re­
flection, scintillations are shot, to a groat distance around, 
upon the wide, wide ocean.

Still, it is not the illuminations of this sum m it crater, 
which particularly convey to our minds an idea of the 
titanic powers at. work upon the still’s surface ; but. that 
of the great. Kilaiiea., situated upon tin1 same mountain, 
some ten thousand feet--below that, of Molnoirroirro anil four 
thousand above the level of the sea. This stupendous and 
ever active crater, enclosing within its deep and precipi­
tous walls a sea of molten lava— vast enough to engulf the 
whole mountain of Vesuvius and sublime il at one blast, 
of its plutniiif furnaces— exhibits to the  visitor, a minia­
ture spectacle of what we conceive to be taking place upon 
our da/./.ling luminary.

Here, amid the  roar of tiery waves, of boiling, foaming 
and collapsing liquids, huge masses of igneous rocks and 
vitreous lava, uplifted by the escaping gases, are hurled 
into the  chilly atmosphere above, where they explode 
with the  violence ami hissing rejMirts of ltomh-shells. Here 
also, in this tiery gulf, among other titful signs of disorder, 
m a y b e  observed deep vortices opened by the  cyclonic mo­
tion of the glowing fluids as they are sucked back into the 
entrails of the earth.

In short, this troubled crater, environed as it is with a 
series of vast smoking terraces whose high concentric 
walls point to the  varied epochs of its pristine grandeur, 
the whole resembling a gigantic am phitheatre  of more 
tlmn a hundred miles iu circumference, would, wen: it 
possible to transport ourselves and telescope to the moon 
— two hundred and forty thousand iniles away from us—  
present to the  eye of the observer, using this glass, a 
fiti'-xhiiili' of the solar spots and their surroundings, or 
penumbra, as they appear from our globe through the 
instrument.

Thus much for Kilnuoa, the largest and most ini|H>sing 
volcano now existing on this planet. During its most, 
terrific outbreaks, it might, possibly eject incandescent, 
rocks and other materials ten or fifteen miles iu the a i r ;  
its smoke and ashes may at. times be wafted a thousand 
miles awav ; while its shocks and groans mny have been 
noted at  double that distance.

To those who have not witnessed the results of such 
tremendous forces, this relation will perhaps appear ex­
aggerated. Yet, according to the observations of the Into 
Rev. F a the r  Secclii, some of those superb solar eruptions 
hurl their  flaming materials millions of miles into space—  
even to that, poqiloxing display known as the  zodiacal light.

A t any rate, they embrace a field so vast that, our earth, 
if plunged into the depths of the vortices, would be but as 
a pen dropped into the devouring crater of Vesuvius.

Now these molten elements, oscillating from tempes­
tuous volcanoes to maelst roms whirled around a dark ver­
tical axis by the  a lternating respirations ot its internal 
ferments— for such under whatever photosphorie theory 
we adopt, the solar s|xits undoubtedly are— m ust necessa­
rily 11 in lor the law of correlation ami conservation of forces 
work important changes ; such would bo the convoision ol 
heat and light into magnetism and electricity, which ro-

net, producing, ns nbove intimated, vital efloets through­
out the? whole planetary system. Viewed by this light, 
they become not. only of interest to the astronomer nnd 
meteorologist, bu t  particularly so to the physician nnd 
pathologist..

Upon our earth countless species of microscopical germs 
await but tho requisite conditions to spring into life by 
swaiming myriads. Kneli of those represents, in like ex­
pectancy, clouds of others too diminutive to bo visible 
oven hy the highest magnifiers : indeed, so wonderfullv 
infinite and ethereal are they that measured by tho 
former they would 1m; but as ants compared to elephants.

Now every new change, every new phase, eruption or 
irradiation of the solar orb, produces meteorological modi­
fications furnishing conditions upon which ponds the evo­
lution of some one or more species of these tiny myriads : 
and presto, iu the train of such events, life to firmaments 
of deleterious organisms which come into existence— con­
taminating every breath of air with their  imperceptible 
presence.

Notwithstanding this philosophy of evolution, the read­
er should not lteeome alarmed. For in the very ratio 
that every now solar perturbation yields that magical force, 
tha t vital spark, to develop life in one genus of deleterious 
organisms, so it is certain that, this same mysterious agent, 
sends out inllucneos which are baiiolul and niortilerous to 
an equal number of some other noxious genus already 
altaiunding.

Thus the wheel turns, the scales are equihalanood and 
order over maintained. Thus, from solar and other astral 
commotions fluctuate thronging armies of invisible, but 
all the more insidious and powerful enemies. Thus, the 
subject, Im 'oou ios  not only pleasant, but. an obligatory study 
to the physician, who must, he over on tho alert, to dis­
cover and I race these, intricate connections with the phe­
nomena of diseases iu order to avert, combat, or remedy 
them properly aiul promptly.

Fanatically biassed indeed, must be tha t  intelligent, 
being— rather tha t  pitiful ofligy of one— who cannot both 
admire and revere the elevated sentiments and devotion 
of those ancient, people, such as the Hindus, the Zoroas­
trians, the Egyptians, the  Peruvians, the Mexicans, the 
Hawaiians and, in tru th  the forefathers of most, if not of 
all, races aud creeds who, not withstanding thoir apparently 
absolute isolation in some cases, by some common mys­
terious instinct, adopted that mighty sphere, th a t  Celes­
tial Kye, Lord of Day, Governor of Seasons, Source of our 
Light, Heat and other vivifying principles, as the most, 
fitting Symbol of the Great, and Ineffable L ld lT  ok 
L ie MTS.

2, Glare Jtoad, Bombay, Ju ly  IMHO.

TU,K T I I E O S O r iU S r S  I N  C E Y L O N .

( 'oloinlio, Hl/i July.

■ My last le tter brought up the history of the  Theosophi­
cal Mission to the  arrival here, and the delivery of Colonel 
Olcott's lirst lecture at IlodelilVe House. The seed-thought 
tha t  the Theosophists aro sowing is that., while no ono 
religion contains all the truth, no one th a t  has over made 
any progress among men has been devoid of some part 
of the truth, and that if we will all unite iu a friendly 
way to sift the ancient religions of Asia, we shall And the 
germs of every faith th a t  has been evolved since the 
Aryan period. This programme of fraternal co-oporatiou 
seems to captivate all the Asiatic people, possibly because 
it  is so flattering to the ir  strong race pride. Never was 
there seen such an enthusiasm among the Buddhists as 
this visit, has awakened. Towns vie with each other for 
the honour of receiving the strangers as public guests, and 
the crowds that have been thronging to hear Colonel 
Olcott’s speeches a ie  immense. He has had the ablest 
interpreters in the island, along with some of the worst, 
but the idioms of the English and Singhalese lnnguasros 
are so ditlerent, and the latter is so bare of nil terins



relating to modern scientific discoveries, tliat tlic sjieaker’s 
ideas liave sonietinies been knocked a good deal out of 
shape.

Tlio visitors stopped in Colomlio nine days lie to re
proceeding to Kandy. During this time Colonel Olcott
made six addresses to i w r  audiences— one to about . ® . .
4,000 persons, a t Widyodaysi College, tlio Buddhistical
high or normal school, where priests are instructed in 
Sanskrit, l’ali and Elu liy tha t  greatest of Singhalese 
scholars, H ikkaduwe Sumangala, the High Priest of 
Adam’s Peak. Instead of one liraneh of the Theosophical 
Society a t  Ciilomlio two were organized, of which one is 
purely Buddhistic, and the other composed exclusively of 
free-thinking Christians and ex-Christians. The latter, 
which will occupy itself only with the occult sciences, is 
the fruit of a public lecture upon th a t  fascinating blanch 
of study given by the Colonel a t  the  Itacquct Court. 
The vote of thanks 011 that occasion was moved by Science 
Master Jam es of the Coloinlio Academy, a pretty  good 
proof of its quality. At his lecture a t  the temple of tlle 
famous pricst-orator, Mcgit.tuwat.te a t  Kotahciua, the ' 
crush was something fearful. The temple was bravely 
decorated, and iu front of the canopied preaching-desk 
hung a framed device in blue and gilt, comprising the seal 
of tin; Theosophical Society and its title in large letters. 
At the gatherings at Cotta and Kelanie, there were tr iu m ­
phal aruies, Hags, and a profusion of festoons and s tream ­
ers in white iiIIiik, or the  young leaves of the palm-tree.

The delegation left here for Kandy on the !(th of June, 
aud were received by almost the whole population ot 
that ancient capital of the Kandyan kings. The bunga­
low taken for them was besieged, ol course, and before 
laying off their travelling dress the visitors received ad ­
dresses of welcome from a committee of Kandyan chiefs, 
mid one representing a Buddhistic Literary Society. The 
next morning ceremonial visits were paid them by the 
chief priests of all the great temples. A t '2 I'. >1. Colonel 
Olcott went to the Dalaila Maiigawa, or Temple of the 
Tooth Relic, to speak ; but the place was so packed that 
he proposed au adjournment to the green I'lsplanade ou t­
side, and addressed them from the crest of a broad wall. 
The next evening the Colonel lectured at the Town Hall 
to au English-speaking audience, on “ Tho Life of Sakya 
Muni and its Lessons.” It \v;is received with much appro­
val, though a protest .was made at the close by a Chris­
tian speaker, supi>orted iu a noisy way by a knot of Native 
converts, when some European gentlemen present came 
on the platform and apologized for their rudeness.

The following morning Colonel Olcott met a conven­
tion of chiefs aud high priests a t  the Tooth Temple to 
discuss the state of Buddhism, and to give them his plans 
for a revival of Pali literature, and the dissemination 
throughout Western countries of the facts rcsjiectiiig Bud­
dha’s doc tr ine ; which plans were found to be practical 
and were approved. In the afternoon he addressed another 
monster audience from the wall 011 the Ksplanade.

The next day, Sunday, the  TiikosiiN IIs ts  went to 
Gompola, whilom the scene of a famous religious con­
troversy between the Megittuvatte aud the missionaries. 
The Colonel spoke from a temporary pavilion erected 
for the purpose. The Moliundrum of the place en te r­
tained them at tirtin, and when it was time for the 
train the eutlmsiatie crowd removed the horse fioni the 
carriage in which Colonel Olcott, Mine. Blavatsky, Mr. 
Wiinbridge and one other of the party rode, and drag­
ged it themselves. A t Kandv, that evening, the Kandy 
Theosophical Society, another Buddhist branch, was orga­
nized with Mr. PanualMikke as President and other 
high cla.ss men as incumbents of the other offices. 
The highest compliment tha t can be paid by Singhalese 
Buddhists to any guest is to exhibit to him the world- 
famous Tooth Kelic. Enshrined in a nest of jcwel-stud- 
ileil gold and silver ami ciystal ditt/oUtf, or mound-shaped 
covers, the gifts of various sovereigns ami chiefs, this 
alleged relic ot the divine Buddha is guarded with the 
closest care iu a tower iu the inner court of the Dalaila 
Maiigawa, I t  is kept iu the upper room of the tower,

within a cagc of iron bars, and the tower door is secured 
by four locks, the keys of which are respectively held by 
the High Priests of the two principal temples a t  Kandy, 
the Devanilama or special custodian, and the British 
Government. The permission of each of these must be 
obtained lie fore the relic can be exhibited. The necessary 
arrangements were this time attended to by the Buddhists 
themselves, and at  an appointed hour the Theosophists 
were escorted to the temple and met by the Kandyan 
chiefs in their national court costume, headed by the 
venerable Devanilama aud his colleagues, the chief priests. 
The party Were required to remove their shoes lie fore 
entering the sacred precinct, and were given a private 
view of the relic by the light of the lamps that caused 
the precious ilai/iibtt# and their incnisted gems to sparkle 
with a dazzling splendour. Of the relic itself we need 
not speak, since it has been described in detail more than 
once, except that it most assuredly was never anchored 
in a human jaw. When it was bruited almut that the 
relic was to be shown, there was a great rush of people to 
have a sight of it, and alter the  private view was over the 
holy bone was removed to the lower room of the tower, 
and tho crowd was allowed to tile by and make their 
p t'jti  and gifts.

The same day tlie delegation returned to Colombo and 
stopped there three davs, completing the organization of 
the  ( 'olomho Theosophical Society, which starts with a 
puhlication-fuiid of over a thousand rupees ; and that of 
the Lanka Theosophical Society, the scientific branch above 
adverted to, receiving farewell visits and addresses from 
priests and laymen, and exjiounding theosophical views, 
by the mouth of the. President, in public lectures. On the 
1 Sth of Ju n e  they left for Galle and intermediate places, 
declining on that day ten invitations to visit different lo­
calities aud speak.

Travelling southward at Horitudwa a lecture was <m’e i i ;O '
at Panadure they were again lodged at the priest’s rest- 
house of the old Mudcliyar Andris Perera, who with some 
ot his sons aud son-in-law joined the society ; organised 
the Panadure Branch Society with Mr. Mudcliyar Kenia- 
ratine, Supreme Court Interpreter, as President; passed 
through a )M>pular jubilee a t  Bentota, when- there w;i_s a 
mile-long procession, fourteen triumphal arches, ten or 
twelve miles uf 1 <//« decorations lining the mads; an oration 
was delivered by the Colonel, aud iu that single day 
enough members initiated to form a strong branch society. 
Thence they went to Galle, rested a couple of days, 
and then pushed on to Matara, the ancient, seat of Pali 
learning iu the Low Country provinces. Upon reaching 
the township boundary line tbe visitors were met by 
the largest and most, interesting procession yet, formed in 
their honour. Besides Singhalese flags ami banners in 
profusion there were handsome triumphal ears, a revolving 
miniature temple, a marionette van hung around with 
mannikin figures of gods, rajahs and ladies. Groups of 
dancers representing Singhalese demons capered about, 
and men aud boys in old national costume moved through 
the swaying measures of the nnuteli, twirled the quarter- 
statt to the sound of music, mid performed a verv inteiest- 
ing sword-dance, in which each actor alternately cuts ami 
parries as he goes right and left mound the circle. Both 
sides of the road for four miles wen! lined with the white 
1 dins fluttering from strings stretched between stakes ; the 
profession required two horn's to cover the distance, and 
the Theosophists were heartily glad to get to tbe spacious 
bungalow assigned for their  occupancy, and take a little 
rest. The front of the  house presented a gorgeous ap ­
pearance truly, it being covered by Hags and green palms, 
aud the pillars of the verandah hung with cocoanuts ill 
token of welcome. Tin: ( 'oloiiol spoke twice a t  Matara, 
and although the party were there only two 1 lays, a branch 
society— the seventh since coming to the island-—Wjis form­
ed ; and besides initiations, visitors, and the eating of 
tillins, there was a grand conclave of about, one hundred 
Buddhist priests, who let off a t  Colonel Olcott two address-* 
es, iu Pali and Sanskrit, abounding in Oriental figures of 
speech,



The next objective point was Wcligama, a town which 
gives its liann: tn om- nt tlie ripest Pali scholars iu Ceylon, 
a priest win iso writings nro favourably known iu Europe. 
Ilore there was an oration, tin; usual crowds, streets gay 
witli hunting anil <>//»/*, the firing of guns iu a fi'ii-ilr-jnii• 
ami a repast at the rest-house, or travellers’ bungalow, 
which is delightfully situated at. the margin of the sea. 
Thence onward to (!allc again, where they now are. wait­
ing for the B. I. stem.... . Ihaf, is to take them hack Iu
Bombay.— P'wmur. J u ly  .*fl.

I he Viuntvr#  correspondent appeal's to have entirely 
overlooked one nt tho most, important events of our ( 'ey- 
Ion visits, (hi tho 4th of Ju ly  the Convention of B ud­
dhist priests elsewhere alluded to bv us, met a t  Gallo, and 
listened to an address fmm Colonel Olcott upon the ne­
cessity of reviving Pali literature, and Ihe special dutv 
that. rested upon them a.s its sole custodians. There­
upon they unanimously adopted a resolution to per­
manently oigani/.o as an Ecclesiastical ( 'ouncil under the 
auspices ot the Theosophical Society, and every priest 
present, lint previously initiated, applied for and was duly 
received into our Parent Society. This • 'nn\ention was 
entirely composed of picked men —of such as were recog­
nized to he leaders in tlieir respective sects ; hence bv 
this one meeting the Society enormously increased its 
strength and prestige iu all Buddhistic, countries.

Ihe  profound agitation caused in Ceylon sX'ietv by the
visit of our Delegates may bo gauged by a, single fact :....
\\ bile wc wore there throe Christians of ( 'a lb ' were miiile 
insane by brooding over our argum ents against the 
sufficiency of the basis of their religion. Poor things '. 
thoir Indict was evidently founded ii|mu faith la ther than 
logic.

On the lOtli of Ju ly  we went by invitation to Welitara, 
a village between Galle and Colombo, to organize our 
seventh, and last. Buddhistic branch. As an illustration 
ot the thoughtful kindness shown us evoi vwhere we mav 
111<*lit.ii>11 that, though we were only to spend a lew hours of 
daylight at. Welitara, we found ready a large bungalow 
completely furnished, every article of furniture iu which 
had been sjK'cially sent down from Colombo bv the mil­
lionaire Mud;ilayar Mr. Sampson Uajnpaksa. At this village 
are the temples of two eminent priests, the Bovs. Wimc- 
lasarn nnd Dhanimalnnkara, of the Am arapura sect.. It<j- 
sides founding the NVelitara Theosophical Society— with 
Mr. Baltasir  M. W’corasinghe, In te rp re te r  Mndalayar, as 
President— we admitted thirty priests of the two vihares 
hImuc mentioned. Thus was gathered into the Parent 
Society the last, ot t.he cliipios, or schools among the Bud­
dhist priests, and the last obstacle to a practical exposition 
of Buddhism lielbiv tin: world removed.

The permanent organization of the (.Jallc- Branch, on the 
evening ot Ju ly  II. wa.s the last important, business 
transacted. On the morning of the l.'lth— the /(//’//-•-riv/i/A 
day since we put foot upon Cevlon soil— we embarked 
on the B. I. Co. s steamship <’lunula for Bombay, which we 
reached on the 24th after a stormy butfetting of eleven 
days by the S.-W. monsoon. Again the Nund»cr Seven 
asserted itself, tin* 24th of Ju ly  being the ■rrnfy-xen-nth 
da\ since wc sailed from Bombay for Ceylon ! In fact, 
the part which the Numlicr Seven played in every essen­
tial detail ot this ( 'ovlon visit is so striking aud mysterious 
tha t we reserve the facts for a separate article.

TH K KAMII.V iiH' T i l  H ’I 'A Cii l iK S IS AM< iN< I Ti ll -:  MUST l i i s -  
tingui.’diod in Bengal. Their descent iu that part of 
India is traced In a certain holy Brahmin of the eleventh 
century,.named Bliatta Naravana, who was one of l.lio live 
priest* called hy tho then reigning sovereign, king Adixura, 
from Kanouj to regenerate the people and their religion. 
The ( h-iriilul MixccUmnj for Ju ly  in an interesting article 
uiwii this great family, says tha t  of the  scions of the house 
jiow living the most distinguished are Baboo Dcbeudraiiuth

Tagore, the Hoii’ble Maharajah Joteendro Moliun Tagore, 
Rajah Sourindro Moliun Tagore, and Balmo Colley Kriste 
Tagore. Baboo Dehcudranath is tho respected President, 
of the A il!  Hrn/mio Sunny. Maharajah Joteendro Moliun 
is a Member of the Legislative Council, and one of the 
native nobility, most honored and most highly esteemed 
bv the European community. Like liis uncle, he too has 
been decorated by her Majesty with the Companionship 
of tin: S ta r  of India, and to him the Native Community 
are indebted for the preservation to them of the Doorgnh 
I’oojah Holidays. His brother, Itajah Sourindro Mohun 
Tagore, is one of the most, decorated men living. Not 
only is hi.* a Doctor of Music, but also Knight Commander 
of the Order of Leopold of Belgium ; K night Commander 
of the 1st class of the Order of Albert of Saxony ; Cheva­
lier of the Imperial Order of Medjidie of Turkey and ot the 
Royal Portuguese Military Order of C h r i s t ; Knight of the 
Siamese I )rder of Busabamala ; K night of the < lurkha Order 
ot Sarasvati, Sangita  Nayaka aud Sangitn Ssigara of 
Nepaiil ; Founder and President of the Bengal Music 
School ; Honorary Magistrate, Justice of tho Peace and 
Follow of the University ot C a lcu tta :  Member of the 
Royal Asiatic Society, and Fellow of the lloyal Society of 
L iterature, (Ircat Britain and Ireland ; Honorary Member 
of the Royal Asiatic Society, C eylon; Honorary Member 
ol the Hoyal Swedish Musical Academy, Stockholm; 
Oftieior do I'lnstruction Publii|ue and Officicr d ’Acadc- 
inio, Paris : Associate Member of the Royal Academy nt 
Sciences, Letters and Fine Arts of Belgium ; Correspond­
ing Member of the Musical Society of Anistordan ; Foreign 
Member of the Royal Philological and Ethnographical 
Institu tion  of N etherlands India a t the H a g u e ;  Corres­
ponding Member of the University nf Geneva ; Socio 
< •norann of the lloyal Academy of St. Cecilia, Rome : Socio 
Onorario Socictti I(idascalica lLiilia.ua; Aceadcmico Corris- 
]Minilcnte of the Academy of the Royal Musical Insti tu te  
and Ordinary Member of the Oriental Academy of Flo. 
r c n c e ; Socio Cnrrcspundente of the Uoval Academy of 
Ratfaollo, Urhiuo, Italy ; Bene-Merito of the Royal U n i­
versity of Parma ; Socio Co-opera tore of the Academy of 
Pitfagorica, Naples ; Socio Onorario of the Philharmonic 
Academy of Bologna ; Honorary Member of the Arclucolo- 
gieal Society of Athens, G reece; Socio Onorario of the 
Royal Academy of Palermo. Sicily ; Patron of the Athc- 
na'iim of i he lloyal University of Sassari, Sardinia ; and 
Honorary Member of the Philharmonic Society of Mel­
bourne, Australia ; >Vc., &c.. Bal>oo Colley Kristo is
well-known for his noble acts of charity.

The Rajah Sourindro has, nevertheless, many medals to 
get. beforo lie can hope to rival Prince Bismaik whose, 
manly breast, it. is estimated, would have to be twenty-one 
foot wide to enable him to wear his various decorations 
and orders of knighthood and nobility. They number 482.
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W HAT

THE PRESS HAS SAID
A U O U T

THE THEOSOPHIST.
1 ■» OOCj <

" . . . . I t  will supply a long-fell national w ant— tlmt of some 
organ through winch native scholars could make th em ­
selves felt in the Kuru)«:an and American worlds of thought. 
Mo H indu need shrink from comparing tin; intellectual 
monuments left by his ancestors with those left by the 
progenitors of any Western people. The  world has never 
produced but one Vedic philosophy, and the  first to lathom j 
the nature of the human soul were the  Rishis. Since the ' 
TuiiosoPHiST carefully abstains from politics, ami its plan 
is one of a Universal Brotherhood, i t  should be welcomed 
by ever)' sect and people throughout, the  world. And as 
i t  recognizes the Aryans as the fathers of all religions and 
sciences, Hindus owe it their  enthusiastic support .”— 'The 
Ainrila Ui'zur 1‘ntrikn, (Calcutta) Septem ber 1 1 , 1n7'.I.

" ........Though it takes the reader oil and far away from
tin; beaten paths of W estern classics, few can at Vo id to 
underrate the indications of thorough scholarship and 
eclectic philosophy with which several articles of this 
number are replete .”— B om bay Review  a n d  I n d ia n  A d ­
vertise?, October 4, 1870.

“ ........ T he present num ber is well got up  and contains a
number of excellent articles ou the subjects of Theosophy,
Spiritualism, Ac.............. The journal promises to achieve
much success anil prosper.”— Ind ti-R ra lM sh , (Bombay) 
October 0, 1870.

“ ........The new periodical will probably obtain au ex­
tensive circulation amongst the Natives.”—S ta tesm an , 
(Calcutta,) October 7, 1870.

“ ........We have no space to do justice  to all the  articles
in the present num ber of the T h e o s o p h i s t .  T hat it is a 
credit to its promoters, no one will be disposed to deny. 
The get-up is excellent for u  Bombay press. The T i i k o s o -  

l ' l l i S T  should tind many readers."— The I n d ia n  Sjtectalor, 
(Bombay) October 12, 1870.

“ ........I t  is needless to point out th a t  a monthly maga­
zine under her (Mine Blavatsky's) auspices eannot but 
become a periodical of strong interest for the large and 
varied public lying between the two religious extremes— 
atheistic materialism on the one side and simple orthodoxy 
on the other .— The l Jioneer, (Allahabad) October 1 I, 1870.

“ ........We can only say this much here th a t  the issue to
hand fully meets the  ex]>ectations th a t  were formed of 
it as to the m atte r  it  would contain. W e wish every sue- ] 
cess to the journal it  so richly deserves.”— jV ntirt Oj'inion, 1 
(Bombay) October *20, 1870.

........The Til Kosot'H 1 s t  made its appearance, as pro­
mised, on the 1st of this mouth, and any one whose curio­
sity has been aroused by the mission of Madame Blavatsky 
aud her friends from America, ma)' tind .much to interest 
them in a perusal of the varied contents of the new 
magazine.......”— Ih e  Timex oj Jmlia, October 1870.

“ ........There is a tone of elegance and scholarship about
the whole of this periodical, which almost leads European 
readers to envy it. The translations of the Indian sacred 
documents given have the advantage of being revised 
by H indus and there i.s, accordingly, a decidedly Oriental 
aspect to the whole work, which contra,sts with the a ttem pts  
eci'lain German speculators have made to see the \ edas 
through the spectacles of Vaterland if not of Vater. All 
students of Oriental lore who have derived their ideas 
from the current philological treatises, which are, iu fact, 
chiefly mere dilutions of Schleicher, m ust ])eruse this work 
for themselves, and, if they have patience, will be able 
to understand for themselves how some Hindus accept all 
the sacred writings of the East. A periodical of this 
nature being published a t  the present moment must a ttract 
some attention on the juirt of the intelligent Hindus, who 
(at least some of them) have not been altogether ground 
down under the Mahomedau religion of the  East. Still 
there is not a word in this paper which is olfensive to any 
class o f th eo lo g ian s , T o  show  t lm t i t  is  a th o ro u g h ly

learned production, it  is merely necessary to indicate tha t  
the name ap)»caring on the cover as conductor is tha t of 
11. 1\ Blavatsky, the erudite author of “ Isis Unveiled,” 
anil one of the  greatest living Orientalists. We wish that 
the T h ra •sophist did not come out as far off as Bombay.” 
/'ul'lic Opinion, London, November 1870.

“ ........It is somewhat strange th a t  the Yoga philosophy
with its mysterious rites, which had almost died in India, 
and which every educated native was taught to ridicule, 
should receive help from this unexpected quarter, and
promise to rise again to bo a disputed question............ But.
whatever success the journal might attain  in arresting the 
progress of materialism, or in gaining over advocates to its 
cause, it is none tho less certain, tha t it shall prove ou 
other grounds eminently useful to our countrymen. The 
large Immunity it  breathes in every column, the Universal 
Brotherhood it advocates, and the sympathy it, extends to 
all classes of people cannot bu t  make it popular and at the
same time useful........”— N a tive  O pin ion , November HO,
1870.

“ ........  It is a  large, •well-printed journal, full of interest­
ing reading, much of i t  contributed by natives of India, 
and affording an insight into the religious thought of the 
tar Fast . . . ”— The Spirit m ditl, (1/ondun) October TH, 1870.

], “ ........We greet our contemporary as a  noble foe, and
|j wish it all success in the  domain of u tility ........"— Thu

I'/iiloKiijthir. / lu/itirrr, (Madras) January  11, 1880.
' “ The TilKosiipii 1ST h:us now outlived the necessity for

a friendly notice from its older contemporaries. But we 
have taken such interest in i t  from the beginning of its 
career, it  has so well justified our interest, tha t  we need 

j no excuse for re turning to it for the fourth time. The 
: current (January) number is teeming with topics of peculiar 
| value to the ludophile in science, art, and philosophy, 

while to him who ‘ reads as ho runs,’ its columns open up 
I fresh avenues of thought which, like so many new dis- 
I coveries, till him with glad surprises and tend to expand 
' his narrow vision. In this respect the establishment of the 

TiikosoI’IIISt marks a new era in the history of modern 
A ry av a r t ; aud every true Aryan heart will beat iu unison 
with this expression of our sincere hope tha t  the Tiiko- 
Sol’IIIST may have a long, prosperous aud useful career.. .” 
Bom bay Reriew und Indian Adrertiscr, January  17, 1 8 8 0 .

“ The February number of the T hkosoI'IIIST has ju s t  
been published, and it  is perhaps the most interesting fur

|j the lovers of mystical lore of any of the series.............”
'The llom inty Gazette, February 1880.

*• “ Its  list of ' additional subscribers’ throws a halo of golden 
health over the columns of this m onth’s TilKosorii ist. 

i This is satisfactory. ‘ The feast of good th in g s ’ with

1 which this lusty caterer monthly provides the public liaa 
received accession oi s trength and savour from a Pursi and

a Moslem contributor. This too is satisfactory........”—
'I Jiombny Rcrietn nnd Indiiui Advertiser, February 7, I MM.
I] " .........The busy Theosophists have already created a
[I wide interest in the ir  doings . . .”— The l lu  rbin<jer n f LijliL  
| (M elbu iim e), March I, 1 8 8 0 .
1 “ ..........Vs regards the object in v iew in coming to India,
i we caunut sec th a t  any other resulL but good can come 

of honest endeavours to bring about a belter, a  closer
I intimacy in thought, word and action lietween the various 
| races to be found iu the  East, especially lietweuii the 

governing and the governed. W e believe most sincerely 
tha t by far the larger jtortioii of the evil th a t  is a t  work 
in our jiossessions in the East, may Ik; a ttr ibuted  to the 
wide gulf which separates the European from the Native ,’1 
— The Gfi/tnu Tim es, J u n e  ;’>, 1M80.

“ The T hkosopjiist for May is rapidly increasing its
merits as a high-class literary organ........Wc marvel at the
beauty and accuracy with which this magazine is edited,—

I I ’nhlic Itp in iw , J u n e  1 2 , 1880.
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D. J .  W. Edirisinglie, Esq., Chief Sur­

veyor’s Oflicc, Galle, Ceylon.
Dr. A\. G. Vandort, M.D., Colombo, Cey­

lon.
Sampson Rajcpakse, Es<[., Mudeliar of 

tho Governor’s Gate, Colombo.
J .  Wettha Singliu, Esq.
Israel Homer, Esq.
Edward F. Perera, Esq., Proctor, District 

Court, Colombo. Ceylon.
Richard Adrian Miiando, Esq.
James Perera Jayatilaka, Esq.
Don Abraham Leonardus Abeyesekere, 

Esq., Panadnre, Ceylon.
David I’erdiimmlus Obeyrckere, Esq., 

Interpreter Mudeliar, District Court, 
Tangdle, Ceylon.

A. S. Dias, Esq.
Stephen Peter de Silva, Esq., Interpreter, 

Additional Courts, Matara.
Charles Anmrdus dc Silva, Esq., Proc­

tor, Galle, Ceylon.
Don Charles Phillip Weerakoon, Esq., 

Galle, Ceylon.
T. N. Cripps, Esq., Kingston, Jamaica, 

West InJies.
Miss Mary Chapmau.
L. D. Smith, Esq.
Messrs. Triibncr aud Co., London, Eng­

land.
Mine. II. C. Calcar, Editor of the “ Spiri- 

tualistisch Maaudwerk,” Haag, Holland.
Messrs. Kirkland, Cope & Co., London, 

England.
Mme. Al. Gebhard, Elbcrfeld, Germany.
Geo B. Strom, Esq., G> N. Telegraph 

office, Slmughnc, Chinn.
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