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The editors disclaim responsibility for opinions expressed
in the articles by contributors. Great latitwlde is allowed
correspondents, and they ulone are accountable for their
personal views,

Though large editions of the first and second numbers
of this journal were printed, the supply of copics is nearly
exhausted. Tt would be prudent, therefore, for persons
who may be contemplating subseription to rcumit their
money and thus secure the enrolhment of their names at

once, provided that they care to have a complete tile of

our first volume,  Delays are dangerous where the demand
of any desired thing is likely to exceed the supply,

P ——————

Our revered brother, the Swami Dayanund Saraswati,
continues in this number his autobiographical narative,
which the whole Indian press has declared the most inter-
esting portion of our journal.  We hope the lesson of his
self-sacrificing  quest after divine knowledge—that  true
wisdom which teaches man the nature of his inner Self, its

csouree and desting—will not be thrown away upon the

youth of his conutry.  Happy, indeed, would we feel if we
could see the bright young 1nen who are flocking into his
Arya Samajes, enmulating his conduct as well as reverencing
his person. No Western reader need be at a loss to under-
stand the intevest that attends cvery movement in his
preaching pilgrimage throughout India,  And, ohject as
our pandits may to his constructions of Vedie texts, not
even the most orthodox can fail in respeet for one who
juins to a profound knowledge of Sanskrit literature an
absolute purity of motive and of' lite, and a fervid sense of
duty never surpassed by reformers.  For Theosophists of
every nationality the account of his adventures among
adepts of the sceret (and sacred) science will have a pecu-
lar charm.

Dr. Pandurang Gopal, GGM.CL a0 wall-known surgeon-
oculist and botanist, of Bowbay, gives in the present num-
ber of owr journal the fivst of & proposed series of articles
upon the Indian Materia Medica,  As little, or, indeed, we
may say less, is known by Western science of this highly
inportant subject than of other questions relating to the
motherland of vur race. With them all rescarches prac-
tically begin with the period of Greck leaming; if we ex-
cept the very recent data which the Egyptologists and Assy-
riologists have supplicd frone theiv excavations. Though
common sense would teach them that men fell sick and
were cured before the times of the Asclepiadie, the Pytha-
goreans, or the Galenites, the absence of translations from
the Sanskrit, has compelled imoderm medical writers to say,
with the learned anthor of the suticle on “ Medicine,” in
Appleton’s New dwmerican Cyclopadia : “1In what con-
sisted the mcedicine of the Fgyptians, the Hindus, &e.,
s« malter of congectiure only”  To remove this necessity
for blind guess-work, wnd show modern seience what  the
Aryas knew of the infirmities to which mankind are
liable, 1s the aime of our contributor and fellow Theoso-
phist, Dr. Pandurang.

From many correspondents we have reecived letters ex-
pressing deep regret that the majority of Hindns outside
the Civil Service are provented  from reading the Thgo-
SOrHIST beeause of its being publishied  in linglish.  The
ouly remedy that ocenrs to us is the issue of an edition of
the Journal in one of the vernacnlar languages. “But this
is to undertake the management of two publications  in-
stead of one, agreater task than most societies would  care
for.  Still, as the suceess of our present veuture is now an
assured fuct, i1t qon be shown us that a vernaceular paper
would support itself, we might. consent, for the sake of
Indiac and of our brothers, the Hindus, We invite o gene-
ral expression of opinion upon the subject. And the only
convineing shape that such @i copression can asswine, 13
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Jor owr fricnds to suy how many copics of the vernaenlar '
edition they and their fricnds will subseribe for, at R« G
cacl, per annvn, cash in advance; writing the names
and addresses plainly, and stating in what language they
will be satistied to have it. I we find that 300 persons
will snbseribe on these terms, and, after notifying them that
their ofters are aceepted shonld | reccive the  subseription
money of that number, we will then at onee issue such an
edition of the THEosorHIsT, commencing with the first
number, taking the risks of publication upon ourselves,
But. we conld not consent to allow present. subseribers to
the English edition to trmmsfer their names to the verna-
enlar edition’s list, shonld such an edition be undertaken,
They and we are mutually bonnd by owr present contract.:
if they wish a vernaenlae Tigosoviist, they must sub-
seribe for it.  Weare subsidized by no government, prinee,
or patron, and therefore must see to it that for every -
pee of expenditure there are 16 annas of assets forth-
coming.

A recent number of the London Spérvitnalist contains one .
of the most important s ticles—from the standpoint (»flllny-
sieal seienee ever printed on the subject of the medium-
istic. phenomenn, 1t is o detailed report, by NI', .\\'.
H. Harvison, of an experiment with o self-registering
apparadus to verify the weight of a medinm wh.il‘c a -
terialised spirit,” so ealled, or, more properly, visible psy-
chie form, is being seen, felt, and conversed with by the
observers present, S Defeel dest eondilions are supplicd
by the wachinery cand this experiment has at onee sug-
gested that the substanee of the psychic form s taken
from the hulle of medinim, the antomatic register show-
ing that his weight is veduecd the moment the form
steps off the floor of the suspemded box in which he sits,
:mn\ recovers itself the monent it steps hack again. ]\ll'.|
Harrison's report is illustrated  with a number of Jarge
and small drawings which—it" the resourees of Bombay
do not prove utterly inadeguate—we hope to reproduee,
together with the report ilself] in the Jannary nnmber
of owr journal.  This experiment is but the beginning of
a series which cannot fail to prove, in the most striking
and irremtable mamer, the trath of the Aryan h‘\"pntlwsis
of psychology. It woukl he prematare to enter into the
reflections natmally suggested by this subjeet before lay-
ing the veport before onr venders, so we refrain,  But \\'ul
may say, at least, e the dden instantly ti(‘l,‘ll.l'l'('(l to us
that the experimenters had omitted one most. important
detail—the awveighing of the psychic form itself while the
arlowatic balanee was recording the allered aweight of
the medinm.  Nothing is easier, It needs only to place
an ondinary American “platform-seale " at a short distance
from the suspended cabinet, and have the psychic form
stand upon it long enongh to be weighed by one of the
Committee, who conld adjust the counterpoise, and read
the markings, by the light of anordinary phosphorus-lamp.
1f it should be fownd that the weight of the form tallied
with the s abstracted from the weight of the medinm, !
here wonld be presumptive physical proof that the former
was exwded from the Iatter. And then—Dbut perhaps our
friends, the Spivitualists, will prefer to fill out the sentence
for themselves

A werns Pracen Preey —The (Charivari, deploring the
growing infidelity of the day, gives as an instance of
medizeval picty the following letter, from the collection of
autographs of Baron Girardot, which was reeently adver-
tised to be soll at auction. The mother of Cardinal
Richelien writes to o young married lady :—

“For years I awas frrvently praying God (o send to my
ron @ mistress like you ; one that has oll the desived qua-
lities. 1 now find that God Almighty was pleased to
accept. my humble prayer, since you have allowed my dear
son to be yonur humble servant.”

Chavming picture, forsooth, of mother, son,pricst, church,
and God !
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CHRISTMAS TIHEN AND CHRISTMAS NOW.
We are reaching the time of the year when the whole

Caoristian world is preparing to cclebrate the most noted of its

solemnitios—thebirthofthe Founder of their religfon. When

tl is paper reaches its Western subscribers there will be fes-
ti -ity and rejoicingineveryhouse. In North Western Europe
and in America the holly and ivy will decorate each hone,
ard the churches be decked with evergreens; a custom
derived from the ancient practices of the pagan Druids “that

8y lvan spirits might flock to the evergreens, and remain un-

nipped by frost till a milder season.”  In Roman  Catholic
ceuntries large erowds flock during the whole evening and
night of “ Chiristimas-eve’ to the churches, to salute waxen
itaages of the divine Infant, and his Virgin mother, in her
grth of “Queen of Heaven.”  To an analytical mind, this
biavery of rich gold andlace, pearl-broidered satin andvelvet,

| atal the hejewelled eradle do seem rather paradoxical. When

ore thinks of the poor, worm-caten, dirty manger of the
Jowish country-inn, in which, if we must eredit the Gospel,
th e futere * Redeemer” was placed at his birth for lack of
a better shelter, we eannot help suspecting that before the
di zzledd eyes of the unsophisticated devotee the Bethlehem
stable vanishes altogether. To put it in the mildest terms,
this gandy display tallies ill with the demoeratic feelings and
the truly divine contempt for riches of the “Son of Man,”
who had “not where to lay his head,” Tt makes it all the
harder for the average Christian to regard the explicit state-
ment that—“it. is easier for a camel to go through the
eve of a needle, than for a rich man to enter the kingdom
of Tieaven” as anything more than a rhetorieal threat.  The
Yoman Chureh acted wisely in severely- forbidding her
parishioners to either read or interpret the Gospels for
themselves, and Teaving the Book, as long as it was possi-
ble, to proclaim its truths in Latin—* the voice of one
crying in the wilderness.” In that, she but followed the
wisdom of the ages—the wisdom of the old Aryans, which
is also “ justificd of her childreny” for, as neither the mo-
dern Hindn devotee understands o word of the Sanskrit,
nor the modern Parsi one syllable of the Zend, so for the
arerage Roman Catholic the Latin is no better than Hie-
reglyphies.  The result is that all the three—Brahmani-
oL High Priest, Zoroastrian Mobed, and Roman Catholic
Pontitt, are allowed wnlimited opportunitics for evolving
new religious dogmas out of the (L ths of their own faney,
for the benefit of their respeetive clmrchcs.

To usher in this great day the bells are set merrily ring-
ing at midnight, throughout England and the Continent.
In France anl Italy, after the celebration of the mass in
chinrches magnificently decorated, « it is usual, for the re-
vellers to partake of a collation (revetllon) that they miay be
better able tosusiain the futigues of the night” saith a hook
treating upon Popish church ceremonials,  This night of
Christian fasting reminds one of the Sivaretree of the fol-
lowers of the god Siva,—the great day of gloom and fast-
ing, in the T1th month of the Hindu year.  Only, with the
Intter, the night's long vigil is preceded and followed by
a strict and nigid fasting. No reveillons or compromises for
tlem.  True, they are but wicked “ heathens,” and there-
fore their way to salvation must be tenfold harder.

Though now universally observed by Christian nations ag
tl ¢ anmversary of the birth of Jesus, the 25th of Decem-
ber was not originally so aceepted.  The most movable of
the Christian feast days, during the carly centuries, Christ-
was was often confounded with the Epiphany, and ccle-
rated in the months of April and May.  As there never was
any authentic record, or proof of its identification, whether
m secular or ccclcsinshicu‘ history, the sclection of that day
long remained optional ; and it was only during the 4th
century that, urged by Cyril of Jerusalem, the Pope (Julius
[y ordered the bishops to make an investigation and come
fiaally to some agreement as to the presumeble date of the
nativity of Christ.  Their choice fell upon the 25th day
ol December,—and a most unfortunate choice it has since
proved I It was Dupuis, followed by Volney, who aimed the
fi-st shots at this natal anniversary.  They proved that for
it caleulable periods before our era, upon very clear astrono-
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mical data, nearly all the anciont peoples had eclobrated the
births of their sun-gods on that very day. *Dupuis shows
that the celestinl sign of the VIRGIN AND CHILD was in ox-
istence scveral thousand years before Christ”—remarks Hig-
gins in his dnacalypsis.  As Dupuis, Voluey, and Higgins
have all been passed over to posterity as infidels, and ene-
mies of Christinnity, it may be as well to quote in this
relation, the confessions of the Chiristian Bisan of Ratis-
bone, * the most learned man that the middle ages pro-
duced”—the Dominican, Albertus Magnus. The sign of
the celestial Virgin rises above the horizon at the moment
in which we fix the birth of the Lord Jesus Christ,” Lic says,
in the Recherches historiques swr Fiduise, par Langevin pré-
tre. So Adonis, Bacchus, Osiris, Apollo, ete., were all born on
the 25th of Deeember.  Cliristinas comes just at the time
of the winter solstice ; the duys then are  shortest, and
Durdness is more upon the face of the carth than evor.
All the sun-gods were believed to be annually born at that
epoch ; for from this time its Light dispels more and more
darkness with each succeeding day, and the power of the
Swn beging to increase,

However it may be, the Christimas  festivities that were
held by the Christians for nearly fiftcen centuries, were of
n particularly pagan character. Nay, we are afraid that
even the present cercmonies of the church ean hardly
escape the reproach of being almost literally  copied
from  the mysteries of Egypt and Greece, held in honour
of Osiris awd Horus, Apollo and Bacchus.  Both Isis
and Ceres were edled * Holy Virgins,” and o Divize
Base may be found in every “heathen” religion.  We
will now draw two picturesof the Merrie Chiristinas ; one
portraying the “good old times,” and the other the
wesent state of Christian worship.  From the tivst days of
1ts establishiment as Christmag the day was regarded in
the double light of a holy commemoration and a most
cheerful festivity @ it was equally given up to devotion and
insane merriment.  “Amony the revels of the Christinng
season were the so-called feasts of tools and of asses, grotes-
que saturnalia, which were termed * December liberties,” in
which every thing serious was burlesqued, the order of socic-
ty reversed, and its decencies vidiculed”—says one compiler
of ol chronicles. “ During the Middle Ages, it wag eelebrated
by the gay tuntastic spectacle of dramatic mysteries, per-
formud by personages in grotesque masks and singular cos-
tumes. The show usually represented an infant in a cra-
die, surrounded by the Virgin Mary and St Joseph, by
bull’s heads, cherubs, Eastern Magi, (the Mobeds of old) aud
manifold ornaments.”  The eustom of singing canticles at
Chiristinas, enllied Carols, was to reeall the songs of the shep-
herds at the Nativity,  “The  Dbishops and the clergy
often joined with the populace in cavolling, and the
songs were cnlivened by dances, and by the music of tam-
bours, guitars, violins and organs...” We may add that
down to the present times, during the days preceding
Christmas such mysteries are being enacted, with wario-
nettes and dolls, in Southern Russia, Poland, and Galicia;
and known as the Aalidowki., In Italy, Calabrian min-
strels descend from their mountains to Naples and Rome,
and crowd the shrines of tho Virgin-Mother, cheering her
with their wild music.

In England, the revels used to begin on Christinas eve,
and continue often till Candlemas (Feb. 2), every day being
a holiday till Twelfth-night (Jau. G). In the houses of
great nobles a “ lord of misrule,” or “abbot of unrcason”
was appointed, whose duty it was to play the part of
a buffoon.  *The larder was tilled with capons, hens, tar-
keys, geese, ducks, beef, mutton, pork, pies, puddings, nuts,
plums, sugar ad honey”......... “ A glowing fire, male
of great logs, the principal of which was termed the “Yule
log,” or Christimas block, which might be burnt till Candle-
mas eve, kept out the cold ; and the abundance was
shared by the lord’s tenants “amid music, conjuring,
riddles, hot-cockles, fool-plongh, snap-dragon,  jokes,
langhter, repartees, forfeits and dances.”

In our modern times, the bishops and the clergy join
no more with the populace in open carolling and dancing;
amd feasts of © fuols and of asses”
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ered privacy than under the eyes of the dangerous, argus-
eyed reporter. Yet the enting and diiuking festivities are
preserved  thronghout  the Christinn world 3 and, more
sudden deaths are doubtless eaused by gluttony and intem-
peranee duving the Christinas and Kaster holidays, than at

any other time of the year, Yet, Christian worship heeomes

cvery year more and more a false pretence. The heart-
lessitess of this lip-serviee has been depouneed  innumer-
able times, but never, we think, with o mwre affecting touch
of realism than in a charming dreain-tale, which appeaced in
the New York Herald about last Cliistias,  An aged man,
presiding at a public meeting, said he would avail himself
of the opportunity to relate o vision he had withessed on
the previous night. = He thought he was staanding in the
prlpit of the most, gorgeous and magnificent eathedeal he
had ever seen. Belire b was the priest o pastor of
the chureh, and heside himn stood an angel with a tablet
and peneil in hand, whose mission it was to make record
of cvery act of worship or prayer that transpived in los pree-
scenee and ascended as an aceeptable offering to the theone
of Gad,  Lvery pew was illed with vichly-attived worship-
ers of cither sex. The most subline music that ever fell
on his envaptured car filled the aiv with melody, — All the
beantitul vitualistic Chureh services, inchiding a surpassingly
cloquent sermon from the gifted minister, had in tien traus-
pived, and yet the recording angel made o entry in his tab-
let { The congregation were atlengthdisinissid by the pastor
with a lengthy and beantifully-worded pragyer,  followed
by « benediction, and yet the angel made no sign !

“Attended still by the angel, the speaker left the door of
the chureh in rewr of the vichly-attived congregation, A
poor, tattered castaway stood in the gutter beside the
curbstone, with her pale, funished hand extended, silent-
ly pleading for alms.  As the vichly-attived worshipers
from the chureh passed by, they shvandk fron the poor Mag-
dalen, the ladies \vitluh'elwing aside their silken, juwul—
bedecked robes, lest they should be polluted by Lier touch.”

“ Just then an intoxicated sailor cime recling down the
sidewalk on the other side. When he got u])lnmi(c the
poor forsaken girl Le staggered acvoss the street to where
she stood, and, taking a few  peonies rom s pocket, he
thrust them iuto herhand,  aceonpanicd with the suljiora-
tion. * Here, you poor forsaken cuss, take thisi? A ce-
lestinl radianee now lighted up the face of the recording
angel, who instantly entered the sailoar’s act of sympathy
and charity in his tablet, and departed with it as a sweet
sacrifice to Goil.”

A conerction, one might sy, of the Biblieal story of
the judgment upon the woman taken i adultery, Do it
so; yet 16 portrays with a master hand the state of our
Christian socicty.

According to tradition, on Christmas-eve, the oxen may
always be found on their knees, as thougliin prayer and de-
votion; and, “ there was a fimous hawthori in the church-
yard of Glastonbury Abbey, which always budded on the
24th, and blossomed on the 25th of Decemnber;” which,
considering that the day was chosen by the Fathers of the
church at random, and that the calendar has heen changed
from the old to the new style, shows a remarkable perspi-
cacity in both the animal and the vegetable ! There
is also a tradition of the chureh, preserved to us by Olans
archbishop of Upsal, that, at the festival of Christinas,
“the men living in the cold Northern parts, ave suddenly
and strangely metamorphosed into wolves 5 and that, a hnge
multitude of them meet together at an appointed place
and rage so fercely against snkind, that it satfers more
from their attacks thaw cver they Jdo from the natual
wolves.”  Metaphorieally viewed, this would seom to he
more than ever the ease with men, and particularly with
Christian nations, now.  There seems no need to wait for
Christinas-eve to sce whole nations changed into “ wild
beasts "—cespecially in time of wa

Brine Poor.—An American wayg says—There is no dis-
grace in being poor. The thing is to keep it quiet, ud
not let yowr neighbors know anything ahout it
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TIHE P()i’ULAR, 1IDEA OF SOUL-SURVIVAL

At what epoch the dawning intellect of man first ac-
cepted the idea of future lite, none can tell. But we
know that, from the very first, its roots struck so deeply,
g0 entwined about human instinets, that the belief has en-
dured through all generations, and is imbedded in the
consciousness of every . nalion and tribe, civilized, sthni-
civilized or savage.  The greatest minds have speculated
upon it : and the rudest savages, though having no name
for the Deity, have yet helieved in the existence of spirits
and worshiped them.  If, in Christian Russia, }Vul]:\chia,
Bulgaria and Greece, the Hrivntt.ll Chureh '(-n_]()ins that
upon All-Saints day olferings of vice and ill'l!lk shall be
placed upon the graves; and in “heathen” bndin, the sane
propitiatory gifts of vice are made to the (l(-Hmr(,u! | 80, lflf"'
wise, the poor savage of New Caledonin makes his sacrifice
of fond to the skulls of his beloved dead.

According to Herbert Spencer, the worship of souls and
relies is to be attributed to “the primitive idea that any

property characterizing an aggregate, inheres in all parts of
1t...... The sonl, present in the body of the dead man pre-

served entive, is also present in the ln'vsm'vt'(l parts of his
body. Henee, the faith in relies” This «lvi:mit,mn, thou.gh in
logic equally applicable to the gul«l«cus!n'qul and bejewel-
led relic of the cultured Roman Catholic devotee, and to
the dusty, time-worn skull of the fetish worshiper, might
yet be excepted to by the former, sinee he would say tTmt
he does not helieve the soul to be present iu either the
whole cadaver, skeleton, or part, nor does he, strictly speak-
ing, worship it.  He but honowrs the relic as m.)met,hing
which, having belonged to one whom he deems saintly, has
by the contact acquired a sort of miraculous virtue.  Mr.
Spencer's definition, therefore, does not scem to cover the
whole ground.  So also Professor Max Miiller, in his
Science of Religion, after having shown to us by citing
numerous instances, that the human mind had, from
the beginning, a “vague hope of a futwre life” explains
no more than Herbert Spencer whenee or how came origi-
nally such & hope.  But merely points to an inherent fa-
culty in waenltivated nations of changing the forces of
nature into gods and demons. He eloses his lecture upon
the Turanian legends and the nniversality of this belief in
ghosts and spirits, by simply remarking that the worship of
the spirits of the departed is the most widely spread form
of superstition all over the world.

Thus, whichever way we tuen for aphilosophical solution
of the mystery 5 whether we expoct an answer from theo-
logy which is itselt I):mn_(l to believe in mim.clcs, and teach
supernaturalism ; or ask it from the now dominant schools of
modern thonght—the greatest opponents of the miracu-
lous in nature; or, again, turn for an explanation to that
philesophy of extreme positivism which, from the days
of Epicurus down to the modern sehool of anu‘fs Mill,
adopting for its device the glaring sciolism “wilil in in-
tellectue, quod non ante fuerd in sensn,” makes intellect
subservient to matter—we receive a satisfactory reply from
none !

If this article were intended merely for asimple collation
of facts, authenticated by travellers on the spot, and con-
cerning but “ superstitions ” horn in the mind of the pri-
mitive man, and now lingering only among the savage
tribes of humanity, then the combined works of such phi-
losophers as Herbert Spencer, might solve our difficul-
ties. We might remain content with his explanation
that in the absence of hypothesis “foreign to thought
in its earlicst stage...primitive ideas, arising out of vari-
ous expericnces, 30|’ivcd from the inorganic world "—such
as the actions of wind, the cecho, and man’s own shadow
—proving to the unedneated mind that there was “an
invisible form of existence which manifests power” were
all sufficient to have created a like “inevitable belief”
(sec Spencer’s Genesis of Superstition.)  But we are now
concerned with something nearer to us, and higher than
the primitive man of the stone age; the man who,. totally
ingored “those conceptions of physical causation which have
arisen only as expericnces, and have been slowly organi-

THE TIIEOSOPHIST,

[December, 1879

zed during civilization.,” We are now dealing with the
beliefs of twenty millions of modern Spiritualists ; our
own fellow men, living in the full blaze of the enlightened
19th century. These men ignore none of the discove-
ries of mudlern science ; nay many among then, are them-
selves ranked high among the highest of such scienti-
fic discoverers, Notwithstanding all this, are they an
the less addicted to the same “form of superstition,” 1f
superstition it be, than the primitive man? At least
their interpretations of the physieal phenomena, when-
ever accompanied by those coincidences which carry to
their minds the conviction of an intelligence behind the
physical Force—are often precisely the snme as those
which presented themselves to the apprehension of the
man of the early and wndeveloped ages,

What is a shadow ? asks Herbert Spencer. By a child
and a savage “ a shadow is thought of as an entity,” Bas-
tian says of the Benin negroes, that « they regard men's
shadows  as their souls”...thinking “that they...watch
all their actions, and bear witness against them.”  Accor-
ding to Crantz, among the Greenlanders a1 man's shadow
“is one of his two sou{fs—t‘hc one which goes away from
his body at night.” By the Feejecans, the shadow is
called *the dark spirit, as distingiished from another
which each man possesses.” And the celebrated author
of the “ Principles of Psychology " explains that  the com-
munity of meaning, hercafter to be noted more fully,
which various unallied languages betray between shade
and spirit, show us the same thing.”

What all this shows us the most clearly however, is
that, wrong and contradicting as the conclusions may be,
yet the premises on which they are based "are no fictions,
A thing must be, before the human mind can think or con-
ceive of it. The very eapacity toimagine the existence of
something usually invigible and intangible, is itself evi-
dence that it must have manifested itself at some time. Sket-
ching in hisusual artistic way the gradual development of
the soul-idea, and pointing out at the sume time how
“mythology not only per ':u}fos the sphere of religion...but,
infects more or less the whole realin of thought, ” Professor
Miiller in his turn tells us that, when men wished for
the first time to express “ n distinction between the body,
and something else within him distinet from the body...
the name that suggested itself was breath, chosen to ex-
press at first the principle of life ag distinguished from
the decaying body, afterwards the incorporcal...immortal
part of man—his soul, his mind, his self...when a person
dies we, too, say that he has given up the ghost, and
ghost, too, meant originally spirit, and spirit meant breath.”
As instances of this, narratives by various nissionaries
and travellers are quoted. Questioned by Father F. de
Bobadilla, soon after the Spanish conquest, as to their
ideas concerning death, the Indians of Niearagna told
him that * when men die, there comes forth from their
mouth something which resembles a personand is called
Julio (in Aztec yuli ‘to live'—explaing M. Miiller.)
This being is like a perzon, but does not die and the corpse
remains here...” In one of his nuimerous works, Andrew
Jackson Davis, whilom considered the greatest American
clairvoyant and known as the “ Poughkeepsie Seer,” gives
us what is a perfect illustration of the belief of the Ni-
caragua Indians. This book (Death and the Atter Life)
contains an engraved frontispiece, representing the death-
bed of an old woman. It is called the “ Formation of
the Spiritual Body.” Out of the head of the defunct,
there i1ssues a luminous appearance—her own rejuvena-
ted form,*

* ““Suppose a porson isdying " says the 'oughkeepsic Seer : The clairvoyant
soes right over the head wfmt may bo called a maguetic halo—an ethereal
emanation, in appearance goldon, and throbbing as though conscious......The
pevson has ceased to breathe, the pulso is still, and the emanation is elon-
gnted and farkioned in the outline of the human form! Benenth it, is con-
nected the brain.........owing to the braln’s momentum, 1 have seen a dying
[)ernon, even at the last feoblo pulse-heat, rouse impulsively and rise up in
»od to converse..,but the next instant ho was gono——‘nis brain being the last
to yield up the life-principles. Tho goldon emaunntion .....is connected with
the brain by n vory fine life-thread. Whaon it ascends, there appears some-
thing white and shining like a human hoad ; next, n faint outline of the faco
dirine; thon the fair neck and beantiful shoulders ; then, in rapid succession
come all parts of the new body, down to thefeet—a bLright shining image o
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Among some Hindus the spirit is supposed to remain
for ten days seated on the eaves of the house where it part-
ed from the body. That it may bathe and drink, two
plantain leaf-cups are placed on the eaves, one full of milk
and the other of water.  “On the first day the dead is sup-
posed to get his head ; on the second day his ears, eyes,
and nose ; on the third, 1is hands, breast, and neck ; on the
fourth, his middle parts; on the fifth, his legs and feet ; on
the sixth, his vitals; on the seventh, his bones, marrow,
veins and arteries; on the eighth, his nails, hair, and teeth ;
on the ninth, all the remaining limbs, organs, and manly
strength ; and, on the tenth, hunger and thirst for the re-
newed body.”  (The Pibine Prablius, by Krislmandth Ra-
ghundthji ; in the Government Bonbay Gazetteer, 1879).)

Mr. Davig's theory is accepted by all the Spiritualists,
and, it is on this model that the clairvoyants now describe
the separation of the * incorruptible frow the corruptible.”
But here, Spiritualists and  the Aztees branch oft into two
paths; for, while the tormer maintain that the soul is in
every case immortal and preserves its individuality through-
out eturnity, the Aztees say that =~ when the deceased has
lived well, the julio goes up on high with our gods; but
when he has lived ill, the julio perishes with the body, and
there is an end of it.”

Some persons might perchance find the © primitive”
Aztees more consistent in their logic than our modern
Spiritualists.  The Laponians and Finns also maintain
that while the body decays, a new one s given to the dead
which the Shaman can alone see.

“Though breath, or spirit, or ghost” says further on Pro-
fessor Miiller “are the most common nanes.. . we yet speak
of the shades of the departed, which meant originally their
shadows......Those who first introduced this expression—
and we find it in the most distant parts of the world—
evidently tovk the shadow as the nearest approach to what
they wished to express ; something that should be incorpo-
real, yet closely connected with the body. The Greek
eidolon, too, 1s not mueh® more than the shadow......but
the curious part is this......that people who speak of the
life or soul as the shadow ol the body, have hrought them-
selves to bulieve that a dead body casts no shadow, because
the shadow has departed from it ; that it becomes, in fact,
a kind of Peter Schlemihl”  (* The Science of Religion”).

Do the Amazulu and other tribes of South Africa only
thus belicve ¢ By no means it is o popular idea among
Slavonian Christians, A corpse which is noticed to east o
shadow in the sun i3 deemed a sinful soul rejected by
heaven itself. It is doomed henceforth to expiate its sing
as an carth-bound spirit, till the Day of the Resurrection,

Both Lander and Catlin deseribe  the savage Maun-
dans as placing the skulls of their dead ina civele. Eacen
wife knows the skull of her former husband or child, and
there seldom passes o Jday that she does not visit it, with a
dish of the best cooked food...... There is scarcely an hour
in a pleasant day but more or less of these women may be
seen sitting or lying by the skulls of their children or hus-
bands—talking to them in the most endearing  language
that they can use (as they were wont to do in former days)
“and geemingly getting an answere back”  (Quoted by
Herbert Spencer in Fetish-worship.)

What these poor, savage Mandan mothers and wives do,
is performed daily by millions of civilized Spiritualists, and
but the more proves the universality of the conviction that
our dead hear and can answer us.  From a theosophical,
magaetic,—hence in a certainsense a scientitic—standpoint,
the former have, morcover, far hetter reasons to offer than
the latter.  The skull of the departed person so interro-
gated, has surcly closer maguetical atfinities and relations
to the defunet, than a table through the tippings of which
the deml ones answer the living; a table, m most cases,
which the spirit while embodied had never seen nor touch-
ed.  But the Spivitualists are not the only oues to vie with
the Mandans,  In every part of Russia, whether mourning
little smaller than the physical body, but a porfuct prototypo...in all except
its disfigurements.  "The fine life-thread continues attached to the old brain.
Tho next thing is the withdrawal of the electric principle. When this thread

aun\:s, the spivitual body is frov (!) and prepnred o accompany its guardians
. tothe Symmer Laud,”

over the yet fresh corpse, or accompanying it to the bury-
ing ground, or during the six wecks following the death,
the peasant women as well as those of the rich mercantilg
classes, go on the grave to shout, or in Biblical plirase-
ology to “lift up their voices” Once there they wail
in rhythm, addressing the defunct by name, asking of
him questions, pausing as it for an answer.

Not only the ancient and idolatrous Fgyptian and Peru-
vian had the curious notion that the ghost or soul of the
dead man was either present in the mununy, or that the
corpse was itselt’ conscious, but there is a similar belief
now amony the orthodox Christiaus of the Greek and the
Roman churches. We reproach the Fgyptians with  pla-
cing their embalined dewd at the table; and the heathen
Peruvians with having cavried around the fields the deied-
up corpse of a parent, that it might sce and judge of
the state of the crops.  But what of the Christian Mexi-
can of to~day, who nuder the gnidance of his priest, dresses
up his corpses in tinery ; bedecks then with Howers, and in
cuse of the defuncet happening to be a fumale—even paints
its cheeks with rouge. T'hen seating the body in a chair
placed an a large table, trom which the ghastly carvion pre-
sides, as it were, over the mourners seated around the table,
who eat and drvink the whole night, and play  various
games of cards and dice, consult the defunct as to their
chances, On the other hand, in Russia, 1t is a universal cus-
tom to crown the deceased person’s brow with a long slip
of gilt and ornamented paper, called Ventelil: (the erown),
upon which a prayer 1s printed in gaudy letters. This
prayer is a kind of a letter of introduction with which the
parish priest furnishes the corpse to his patron Saint, re-
commending the defunct to the Saint’s protection®  The
Roman Catholie Basques write letters to their deceased
friends and relatives, addressing themn to either Paradise,
Purgatory or—Iell, according to the instructions given by
the Father confessor of the late addresses—and, placing
them iu the coftins of the newly departed, ask the latter
to safely deliver them in the other world, promising as a
fee to the messenger, more or less masses for the repose of
his soul.

At a recent sdunce, held by a well known medium in
Ameriea,—(sce Banner of Light, Boston, June 14th, 1879.)

“ Mercedes, late Queen of Spain, anmounced herself, and came
forth in full bridal arvay-—a magniticent profusion of lace and
Jewels, aud spoke in several diterent fongues with a linguist pre-
sent,  Her sister, the DPrincess Clidisting, came alo just after in
much plainer costutne, aud with a timid school-giel aie”

Thus, we see that not ouly can the dead people deli-
ver letters, but, even retwrning from their celestial homes,
bring back with them their “lace and jewels.”  As the
ancient pagan Greek peopled his Olymipian heaven with
feasting and tlivting “deitios; and the American ved In-
dinn Las his happy hunting-grounds where the spivits of
brave ehiefs bestride their ghostly steeds, and ehase their
phantoin game; and the Hindu his many superior lokas,
where their numerons gods live in golden palaces, sur-
rounded with all manner of sensual delights ; and the Chris.
tian his New Jerusalem with strects of © pure gold, as
it were transparent glass,” and the foundations of the wall
of the city * garnished. . with precions stoues;” where bo-
diless chirping cherubs and the cleet, with golden harps,
sing praises to Jehovah s so the moder Spiritualist has
his * Swinmer Land Zone within the nilky way,"} though
somewhat higher than the ccelestial tevritories of other
people.d There, amid cities and villages abounding in
palaces, muscums, villas, colleges and temples, an cternity
1s pussed.  The young are nurtured ad taught, the un-
developed of the carth matured, the old rejuvenated, and
every individual taste and desive gratitied ; spivits  fhirt,
get married, and have familics of ehildren. §

* |t rans iu this wise 1 © St Nicholas, (or St. Mary So-and-s0) holy patron
of —(follow defunct's full namoe nnd title) receive the sonl of Gud's servant,
and intercede for ramission of hix (or her) sins.”

+ Seo ' Stellar key to the Summer Land ™ by Andrew Jackson Davis,

+ Tu the same author's work - —** Tho Spivitual Congress,” Galen says through
the clairvoyaut secr: * Betwecen the Spirit Home and the carth, there ave,
strewn along the intervening distanco ., ... more than four fradred thousend
planets, and fifteen thouswnd solar budics of lesser mugnitnde.

§ The latest intolligence from America is that of the marviage of a spirit

3 K t
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is thy sting ; O grave, where i thy victory " Selief in
the survival of the ancestors is the oldest and most time-
honoured of all beliefs. )

Travellers tell us that all the Mongolian, Tartar, Fin-
nish, and Tungusic tribes, besides the spirits of natire,
deify also their ancesteal spivits. The Chinese historvians,
treating of the Turanians, the Huns and the Telui—the
forefathers of the modern Turks, show them as worship-
ing “the spirits of the sky, of the carth md the spirits
of the departed.” Medhurst enumerates the various classes
of the Chinese spirits thus:  The ]n'ilwi)ml are the ce-
lestial spivits (fien «hin); the terrestrial (£7-47) 5 and the an-
cestral or wandering spirits (jin kel Among these, the
spirits of the Iate Fmperors, great philosophers, and sages,
nre revered the most. They are the publie property of
the whole nation, and are a part of the state religion,
“while each family has, besides this its own wianes, which
are treated with great regid ; ineense is burned  before
their relies, and many superstitions rites performed.”

But if all nations cqually helieve in, and  many worship,
their dead, their views as to the desivability of a direet in-
tercourse with these late citizens differ widely,  In fact,
among the educated, only the modern Spivitualists seck
to communicate constantly with them,  We will take a
few instances from the most widely separated peoples.  The
Hindus, as a rule, hold that ne pure spirit, of a man whe
died reconciled to his fate, will ever come hack bodily to
trouble mortals.  They mnintain that it is only the bhatas

—the souls of those who depart this life unsatisfied and |

having their terrestrial desires unquenched, in short, bad,
sinful men and women—who become “ earth-hound.”  Un-
able to aseend at onee to Moksha, they have to linger npon
earth until cither their next  transmigration or complete
annihilation, and thus take every opportunity to obsess
people, especially weak women.  So undesivable is to them
the return or apparition of such ghosts, that they use every
maans to prevent it.  Fven in the case of the most holy
fecling, the mother’s love for her infant—they adopt mea-
sures to prevent her veturn to it. There is o belief among
some of them that whenever a woman dies in child-birth,
she will return to sce and wateh over her child.  There-
fore, on their way back from the ghaut, after the burning
of the body,—the mourners thickly strew mustard seeds
all along the road leading from the funeral pile to the de-
funct's home.  For some nneonceivable reasons they think
that the ghost will feel obliged to pick up, on its way
back, cvery one of these seeds.  And, as the labor is slow
and tedious, the poor mother can never reach her home
before the cock etows, when she is obliged—in accordanee
with the ghostly laws—to vanish, till the following night,
dropping back all her harvest.  Among the T'chuvashes, a
tribe inhabiting Russian domains, (Castren’s “ Finaische My-
thologic,” p. 122) a son whenever offering sacrifice to the
spirit of his father, uses the following exorcism: “ We  ho-
nour thee with a feast : look, here is bread for thee, and
various kinds of food : thou hast all thou eanst desire : but
do not trouble us, do not come back near us”  Among
the Lapps and Finng, those departed spirits which iake
their presence visible and tangible are supposed to be very
mischievous and “ the most mischievous are the spirits of
the priests.”  Everything is done to keep them away from
the living. The agreement we find  between this blind
popular instinct and the wise conclusions of some of the
greatest philosophers, and even modern specialists, is very
remarkable.  “ Respeet the spirits and—keep them at a
distance”—said Confucius, six centuries B.C.  Nine centn-
ries later, Porphyry, the famous anti-theurgist, writing

daughter of Coloucl Enton, of Loavonworth, Kanzas, a prominent member of
the National Democratie Committee.  This daughter, who died at the sgo of
three weeks, grew in some twenty-olld years in the Summer-Land, to bea
fine young lady and now is \vclhlmi to the spirit son of Franklin Pierce, lnte
Prosident of the U, S, The welding, witnessed by a fninons ciairvoyant of
New-York, was govgeous. ‘e ““spivit brilo” was “artnyed ina dress of
mild green.” A wedding supper was spread by the spirit's ovder, with lights
and bouquets, and plutes placed for the happy couple. The gruests assem-
bled, and the wedded ghosts fully ‘ materialized’ themselves and sat at table
with them.
(New-York Ténes, June 20th, 1879.)

Verily, verily we ean exclaim with Paul, “ O death where

upon the nature of various spirits, expressed his opinion
upon the spirits of the departed by saying 5 that Le lnew
of no evil which these pestilent demons wonld not be
ready to do. And, in our own century, a kabalist, the
greatest magnetizer living, Baron Dupotet, in his “ Magie
Devoiled”” warns the spiritists not to trouble the rest of the
dead. For “the evoked shadow can fasten itself upon,
follow, and for ever afterwards influence you; and we can
appease it but through a pact which will bind us to it—
till death {7

3ut all this is a matter of individual opinion ; what we
are concerned with now is merely to learn how the basic
fact. of belief in soul-survival could have so engrafted itself
upon every suceceding age,—despite the extravagances
woven into it—if it be but a shadowy and unreal inteflee-
tual conception orviginating with “ primitive man.”  Of
all modern men of science, although he does his best in
the body of the work to present the belief alluded to as a
mere “ superstition”—the only satisfactory answer is given
by Prof. Max Muller, in his “ Introduction to the Science
of Religion.” And by his solution we have to abide for want
of a better one,  He ean only do it, however, by overstep-
ping the boundaries of comparative philology, and boldly
mvading the domain of pure metaphysies; by following, in
short, & path forbidden by exact seience. At one blow
he cuts the Gordian knot which Herbert Spencer and
i his school have tied under the chariot of the “ Unknow-
able,”  He shows us that: “ there is a philosophical disei-
pline which examines into the conditions of sensuous or
intuitional knowledge,” and “another philosophical dis-
icipline which examines into the coditions of rational or
conceptual knowledge ;™ and then defines for ns a third
facnlty...“The faculty of apprehending the Intinite, not
only in religion but in all things ; a power independent of
sense and reason, a power in a certain sense contradicted
by sense and reason, but yet a very real power, which has
lield its own frowm the beginning of the world, neither sense
nor reason being able to overcome it, while it alone, is able
to overcome both reason and sense.”

The faculty of Tntuition—that which lies entirely be-
“yond the seope of onr modern biologists, could hardly be
*l)ul,t.ur defined. And yet, when elosing his lecture upon
( the superstitions vites of the Chinese, and their temples
s devotaed to the worship of the departed aneestors, our great
'philologist remarks:  « All this takes place by slow de-
[grees; it begins with placing a flower on the tomb; it
ends—with worshiping the Spirits......"

E————  ———————

“LIEUTENANT COLONEL St. ANTONY.”

In 1808 Juan VI, then Prince-Regent of Portugal, fear-
ing Napoleon I, made his cseape to Brazil; and in 1815,
was crowned monarch of the United Kingdom of Portugal,
Brazil, and Algarve.  Recalled to his country by the Cortes
of Portugal, he sailed back to Lishon in 1821, And now,
a very interesting document, containing  neither more nor
less than the appointment of long-dead St. Antony to the
rank of Licutenant Colonel in the Portugese army, by this
Prince, is just published in the Lishon paper “ Revista
Militar”  The following is a verbatim translation froui
the Portuguese of this unique proclamation : “ Don Juan,
by the will of God, Prince-Regent of Portugal and both
Algarve, of the two seas on both sides of Africa, Ruter of
Guinea, and master of navigation and commerce in Ethio-
pin, Arabia, Persia and India, ete, cte,, ete. By the present
we declare to all whom it may concern that, in considera-
tion of our special devotion to the very glorious St. Antony,
who, morcover is constantly addressed 1 all their nceds
and in full faith by the inhabitants of this capital, and like-
wise for the reason that the belligerent powers of our armies
are evidently under the protection and enjoying the bless-
ing of God, and that thus the peace of Portugal is ensured ;
a propitious result which, we are firmly persuaded, is solely
due to the powerful intercession of the said Saint,—we
have resolved : to confer upon him the rank of Lieutenant
Colonel, and an adequate salary, which will be received by
him in the shape of our royal decorations and orders (for-
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ma das minhas reaes ordens), through the office of Field-
marshal Xaviers Cabra da Cunha, who, in s capacity of
General-Adjutant, is now temporarily holding the office
of Comnuunder-in-Chief of our armies. So be it. The
said salary to be entered in the ofticial books, and to be
paid regularly at each term.  In assurance of the authen-
ticity of the present we herewith sign it with our name,
and stamp it with the large seal hearing our arms, — Given
in the city of Rio-di Junciro, August 31st, A.D. 18147

We may add that this is not the first thme that de-
ceased saints have been appointed to high military posi-
tions. Saint Yago, in his capacity of Captain-General,
received for years his salary from the Spanish Treasury,
it Dbeing turned over by him (?) to the Clhurch bearing
his nane,

ANCIENT OPINIONS UPON PSYCHIC! BODIES.

By C. C. Mussey, Esq., President of the British Branck,
 Theosophical Society.

Tt must be confessed that modern Spiritualism falls very
short of the ideas formerly suggested by the sublime de-
signation which it has assumed.  Chiefly intent upon recog-
uising and putting forward the phenomenal proofs of a
future existence, it concerns itself little with speeulations
on the distinction between matter and spirit, and rather
prides itsclf on having demolished  Materialisin - without
the aid of metaphysics.  Perhaps a Platonist might say
that the recognrtion of a future existence is cousistent
with a very practical and even  dogmatic materialism, but
it is rather to be feared that such a materialismn as this
would not greatly disturb the spiritual or intelectual re-
pose of our modern phenomenalists.* Given the conscions-
ness with its sensibilities safely housed in the psychic body
which demonstratively survives the physical earcase, and we
are like men saved from shipwreek, who are for the mo-
ment thankful and content, not giving thought whether
they are landed on a Lospitable shore, or on a barren rock,
or on an island of canuibals. Tt is not ol conrse itended
that this “hand to mouth” immortality is sufticient for
the many thoughtful ninds whose activity gives life
and progress to the movement, but that it attords the
relief which most people feel when in anage of doubt they
make the discovery that they are undoubtedly to live
again.  To the question “ how are the dead rvaised up,
and with what budy do they come 27 modern Spiritualism,
with its cipirical methods, is not adequate to reply.  Yet
long before Paul suggested it, it had  attention of the most
celebrated schools of philosoplty, whose speculations on
the subject, however little they may  seem to be verified,
ought not to be without mterest to us, who, after all, are
still in the infancy of a spiritualist revival.

It would not be neeessary to premise, but for the fre-
quency with which the phrase oceunrs, that “ the spiritual
body ” is a contradiction in terms, The office of hody is to
relate spirit to an objective world, By Platonic writers
it is usually termed oblema— vehicle” It is the medium

of action, and also of sensibility, In this philosophy the'con- I

ception of Soul was not simply, as with us, the inmaterial
subject of consciousness, How warily the interpreter has to
tread here, every one knows who has dipped, even super-
ficially, into the controversies among  Platonists them-
selves.  All admit the distinetion between the rational and
the Irrational part or principle, the Litter including, first,
the sensibility, and sceondly, the Plastie, or that power
which in obedience to its sympathics enables the soul to
attach itsclt to, and to organise into a suitable body those
substances of the universe to which it is most congruous.
It is more dificult to determine whether Plto or his prin-
cipal followers, recognised in the rational soul or nous a
distinet and separable entity,—that which is sometimes

* ¢ Lam afeaid,” says Thomas Taylor in his Introduction to the Phivds,
* there are searcely any at tho prescut day who know that it is one thing
for the soul to bie separated from the body, aud another for the body to be
separated from tho soul, and that tho former is by no meuns a nocessary
consequence of the latter,”
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| discriminated as * the Spirit.”  Dr. Henry More, no mean
Lauthority, repudiates this interpretation, *There ean be
nothing more monstrous,” he says, “than to make two souls
in man, the one sensitive, the other rational, veally distinet
frum one another, and to give the name of Astral spirit to
the former; when there 1s in man no Astral spirit beside
the Plastic of the soul itself, which is always msceparable
from that which is rational.  Nor upon any other account
can 1t be called astral, but as it is liable to that cor-
poreal temperament which proceads from the sturs, or
rather from any material causes in general, as not being
yet sutticiently united with the divine hody—that vehiele of
divine virtue or power.” So he maintains that the Kabalistie
three sonls—Nephesh, Ruack, Nesehamah, originate in o
misunderstanding of the true Platonic doctrine, which is
“that of a three-told * vital congruity.,”  These correspond
to the tlree degrees of bodily existence, or to  the
three  “ vehicles,” the  terrestrial, the aerial, and  the
ctherial.  The latter is the angoeides —the luciform ve-
hizle of the puritied soul whose irvational part has been
brought under complete subjection to the rational.  The
acrial is that in which the great majority of mankind find
themselves at the dissolution of the  terrestrial body, and
in which the incomplete process of purification has to be
wdergone during long ages of preparation for the soul’s
return to its primitive, ctherial state.  For it must be
remembered that the pre-existence of souls is a distinguish-
ing tenet of this philosophy as of the Kabala.  The soul
has “ sunk into matter”  From its highest original state
the revolt of its irrational nature has awakened awd de-
veloped successively its # vital congruities” with the re-
saions below, passing, by mcans of its “ Plastic,” first into
the acrial and  afterwands into the terrestrial condition,
Bach of these regions teems also with an appropriate
population which never passes, like the human soul, from
one to the other—" gulds,” = demons,” and animals.* As to
duration © the shortest of all is that of the terresteial ve-
licle.  In the aerial, the soul may inhabit, as they detine,
many ages, and in the etherial, for ever” Speaking of the
second body, Henry More says © the soul’s astral velicle
is of that tenmuity that itsell can as easily pass the smallest
pores of the budy as the light does glass, or the lightning
the scabbard of a sword without teaving or scorching of
it.”  And again “T shall make bold to assert that the soul
miay live inanaerial veliele as well asin the etherial, and
that there are very few that arrive to that high happiness as
to acquire a celestial vehiele immediately upon their quit-
ting the terrestrial one 5 that heavenly chariot necessarily
carrying us in trivmph to the greatest. happiness the soul
of man s capable of, which would arive to all men in-
differently, good or bad, if the parting with this carthly
body would suddenly mount us into the heavenly. When
by a just Nemesis the souls of men that are not heroi-
cally virtuous will find themselves restrained  within the
compass of this caliginous air, as both Reason itself sug-
gosts, wnd the Platonists have tunanimously  determin-
ed,” Thus also the nost thorongh-going, and probably
“the most deeply versed in the doctrines of the master
among modern Platonists, Thomas Taylor (Introduction,
Phaddo). < After this our divine philosopher inforing
that, the pure sond will after deathe return to pure and cter-
nal natures; but that the impure sonl, in consequence

of  being  imbucd  with  terrene  affections,  will e
Pdrawn down to a kindrad  nature, and - he  invested

with o gross vehicle eapable of being  scen by the
curporeal cyed  For while o propensity to hody remains
in the soul, it eauses her to attract o certain vehicle to
herself, either of an aerial nature, or composed from the
spirit and vapours ot her terrestreial body, or which is re-
cently collected from surronnding air; for according to the
arcana of the Platonic philosophy, hetween an ctherial body,
which is simple and imnaderial and is the cternal connate

* Ihe allusion heve is to those beings of the several kinoloms of the
vlements which we, ‘Theasophists, following after the Kabalists, havo called
the “ Eleraentals.”  ‘They never become wen. - Kd. Theos.

+ This is the Hiudu theory of nearly cvery one of the Aryan philoso.
pPlhivs. - £,
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vehiele of the soul, and a terrene body, which is material 1 one Sensory.  He by this one sensory meaneth the spirit,

and composite, i of short duration, there is an aerial |
body, which is material indead, but, simple and of a more
extended durdtion s and in this hody the wnpurified soul
dwells for a long time after its exit from henee, Gl this
poewmatic vehicle being dissolved, it is again invested
with s composite hody 5 while on the contrary the puritied
soul immediately ascends into the eclestial regions with
ita etherial vehicle alone”  Always it is the disposition of
the sonl that determines the quality of its body, “ However
the soul be in itself atfected " says Porphyry, (translated
by Cudworth) “so does it always find a body suitable and
agrecable to its present disposition, and  therefore to the
purged soul does naturally acerne a body that comes next
to innmateriality, that is, an etherial one”  And the same
author, * The sonl is never quite naked of all hody, but hath
always some hody or other joined with it, suitable and
agreenble to its present disposition (either a purer or
impurer one).  But that at its first quitting this gross
earthly body, the spirituons boady which accompanieth it
( as its vehicle) must needs go away fouled and inernssated
with the vapours and steams thereof, till the soul afterwards
by degrees purging itself, this becometh at length a dry
splendour, which hath no misty obseurity nor casteth any
gshadow,”  Here it will be seen, we lose sight of the spe-
cific difference of the two future vehicles—the etherial
is regarded as a snblimation of the acrial.  This, however,
is opposed to the general consensus of Plato’s commen-
tators,  Sometimes the ctherial body, or angocides, is ap-
proprinted to the rational soul, orspirit, which must then
be considered as o distinet entity, separable from the lower
goul,  Philoponus, a Chiristian writer, says “ that the Ra-
tional Soul, as to its energie, is separable from all body, but
the irrational pavt or life thereof is separable only from
this gross hody, and not from all body whatsoever, but hath
after death a spivituous or - airvy budy, in which it acteth—
this I say ix atrue opinion which shall afterwards be proved
by us. .. . The imational life ot the soul hath not all its
being in this gross earthly body, but remnaineth after the
soul’s departure out of it, having for its vehicle and sub-
jeet the spirituons hody, which itself is also compounded
ot of the four elements, hut veceiveth its denomination
from the predominant part, to wit, Air, as this gross body
of onrs is called earthy from what is most, predominant
thercin”  Cudwaorth, Intell. Syst. From the snme souree we
extract the following.  * Wherefore these ancients say that
impure souls after their departure out of this body wander
here up and down for a certain space in their spirituons va-
porousandairy body appearingabout sepulehresand haunting
their former habitation. For which eause there is great rea-
son that we should take eare of living well, as also of abstain-
ing from a fouler and grosser dict 5 these Ancients telling
us likewise that this spirituons body of onrs being fouled and
inerassated by cvil diet, s apt to render the sonl in this life
also more obnoxious to the disturbances of passions. They
further add that there is something of the Plantal or
Plaatic life, also exereised by the soul, in those spirvituons
or airy bodies after death : they being nonrished too, though
not atter the same manner, as those gross earthy hodies of
ours are here, hut by vapours, and that not by parts or |
organs, but thronghout the whole of them, (as sponges ) §
they imhibing every where those vapours. For which cause
they who are wise will in this life also take care of using
a thinner and dryer dict, that so that spirituous  body
(which we have also at this present time within our proper
body) may not be clogged and incrassed, but attenuated.
Over and above which, those  Ancients mlde use of eath-
arms, or purgations to the same end and purpose also, For
as this carthy body is washed by water so 1s that spiri-
tuons bady cleansed by cathartic vapours—some of these
vapours being nutritive, others purgative. Morcover, these
Ancients further declared coneerning this spivituous hody
that it was not organized, but did the whole of it in every
art throughont exercise all functions of sense, the soul
]waring, seeing and perceiving all seusibles by it every
where,  For which cause Aristotle himself affirmmeth in
his Mctaphysics that there is properly but one Sense and

or subtle miry hody, in which the sensitive power doth all
of it throngh the whole immediately apprehend all varie-
ty of sensibles,  And it it be demanded to how it eomes
to pass that thisspirit hecomes organised in sepulehres, and
most. commonly  of haman form, but sometimes  in
the forms of other animals, this those Ancients
replicd that their appearing so frequently  in human
form  proceeded  from  their heing  inerassated  with
evil diet, and then, as it were, stamped  upon with the
form of this exterior ambient body n which they are, as
crystal is formed and coloured like to these things which it
is fastened in, or reflects the image of them.  And that their
having sometimes other different forms procecdeth from
the phantastic power of the soul itself, which can at plea-
sure transform the spirituous body into any shape.  For
being airy, when it is condensed and fixed, it becometh
visilﬁt-, add again invisible and vanishing out of sight
when it is expanded and rarificd.”  Proem in Arist, de
Aunimid, And Cudworth says “ Though spivits or ghosts had
certain supple hodies which they could so far condense as
to make them sometimes visible to men, yet is it reason-
able enongh to think that they could not constipate or fix
them into such a firmmess, grossness and solidity as that of
flesh nndd bone is to continue therein, or at least not with-
out such ditliculty and pain as would hinder them from
attempting the same.  Notwithstanding which it is not
denied that they may possibly sometimes make use of
other solild bodies, moving and acting them, as in that
famous story of Phlegons when  the body vanished not as
other ghosts use 1o do, but was left a (]o:ul)"curcns(: behind.”

In all these speculations the Anima Mundi plays a con-
spicuous part; It is the sonree and prineiple of all animal
souls, including the ireational soul of man,  But in man,
who would otherwise be merely analogus to other terres-
trial animals—this suul{):11'ti(‘ipu(‘cs in a higher principle,
which tends to raise and convert it to itself,  To compre-
hend the nature of this union or hypostasis it woulkl be
neeessary to have mastered the whole of - Plato’s philoso hy
as comprised in the Paormenides and the Timans am{ he
would dogmatise rashly who without this arduons prepa-
ration should claim Plato as the champion of an uncondi-
tional inmmortality.  Certainly in the Phasdo the dialogne
popularly supposed to contain all Plato’s teaching on the
subject—the immortality allotted to the inipure soul is of a
very questionable character,and we should rather infer from
the account there given that the human personality, at all
events, is lost by successive immersions into* matter.” The
following passage from Plutarch, (quoted by Madame Bla-
vatsky, ** Isis Unveiled” Vol 2, p.284) will at least demons-
trate the antiquity of notions which have recently beenmis-
taken for fanciful novelties. « Every soul hath - some portion
of nons, reason, a man cannot be a man without it ; but as
much of each soul as is mixed with tesh and appetite is
changed, and through pain and pleasure beeomes irrational,
Every soul doth not inix hersell after one sort 5 some phimge
themselves into the body, and so in this life their whole
frame is corrupted by appetite and passion ; others are mix-
ed as to some part, but the purer part still remains with-
out the body, It is not drawn down into the body, but it
swims above, and touches the extremest part of the man's
head s it is like o cord to hold up and direet the subsiding
part of the soul, as long as it proves obedient and is not
overcome hy the appetites of the flesh.  The part that
is plunged into the body isealled soul.  But the incorrup-
tible part is called the wows, and the vulgar think it is
within them, as they likewise imagine the image reflected
from a glass to be in that glass. But the more intelligent,
who know it to be without, call it a Divmon.”  And in the
same learned work (* Isis Unveiled”) we have two Christian
authorities, Irenirus amnd Orvigen, cited for like distinetion
hetween spirit and sonl in such & manner as to show that
the former must necessarily be regarded as separable from
the latter.,  In the distinetion itself there 18 of course no
novelty for the most moderately well-informed. It isin-
sisted upon in many modern works, among which may be
mentioned Heard's “ Trichotomy of Man” and Green's,

fo
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Spiritual Philosophy ; the latter being an exposition of
Coleridge’s opinion on this and cognate subjects. But the
difficulty of regarding the two principles as separable in
fact as well as in logic arises from the scuse, it it is not the
illusion of personal identity. That we are partible, and
that one part only is immortal, the non-metaphysical mind
rejects with the indignation which is always cncountered
by a proposition that is at once distasteful and unintelligible.
Yet perhaps itisnota greaterdifficulty (if,indeed, it is notthe
verysame) than that hard saying which troubled Nicodenus,
and which yet has been the key note of the mystical reli-
gious consciousness ever since. This, however, is too ex-
tensive and deep a question to be treated in thisarticle,
which has forits objectchictly tocall attention to the distine-
tions introduced by ancient thought into the conception of
body as the instrument or “ vehicle” of soul. That there is a
correspondence between  the spiritual condition of man
and the medium of his objective activity every spiritualist
will admit to be probable, and it may well be that some
light is thrown on future states by the possibility or the
manuer of spivit communieation with this one,

INDIAN JUGGLING.

A copy of the following certificate, found among the
papers of the late VcnuycT( Gungadhier Shastree, losq., the
eminent Indian Astronomer has been kindly placed at our
disposal by his son, Mr. B. V. Shastree, after due compa-
rison with the original by Rao Bahadur S. P. Pandit :—

CERTIFICATE,
Buroda, 20tk February 1841,

This is to certify that a Jedugear (juggler) by name
Lalla Bhadang, an inhabitant of Kuppudwun, in Guzerat,
has been at this place during the last week, and that he
exhibited the most extraordinary feats, or, T shoull rather
say, he wronght miracles, in the presence of o large con-
cowrse of curtous spectators, among whom I was one. He
produced certain things, tlowers, koonkoo, betelnuts, su-
garcandy, a cocoanut, a scorpion, a picce of bone, &c.
though we could not discover, nor conceive any  possibility
of his having previously coneealed them with him. e
converted certain  things into certain others merely by
once holding them in his fist, in spite of the most  vigilant
attention we paid, in the hope of being able to discover
the mystery,  However, he could not produce or exhibit
any such article ag (apparently not at Lmnl) had not, he
pretended, been previvusly sanctioned by his Patron G-
dess, called Bechardjee.  We so far put him to test that
he was stript of his clothes and left  almost naked, when,
to our great surprise, he pinched out some betelnuts from
my body, and drew out a few pieees of sugarcandy appa-
rently from the cloth of my jacket.  He took out my gold
chain mud justantly struck my thigh with it, when 1t dis-
appeared.  In a minute he made it renppear in a pillow
two feet behind hime  Our gold seals and rings apparently
vanished, no sooner were they put into his hand, and were
reproduced merely by pinching over the fame of w lany,
or at the point of a trident, which he always bears for las
seeptre.  In fact, none of us could perecive the least sleight,
or dexterity, of hand, it it might be possible for him to
exercise it, during any of these very wonderful, I may say,
supernatural exhibitions.

e (Signed.)) NANU NARAYAN.

Not far from the town of Tornco (Uleaborg, Finland),
the mountain enlled Aavasar, becomes every year, on St
Jolm's day, a place of  remdezvous for many tourists.
During that whole night the sun never sets at all, and
lundreds gather to withess the magnificent  spectacle.
This year, according to the Uleabory gazettes, there were
about 300 people, among them  three Englishimen, two
Frenclunen, several Russians, Germans, Danes and Swedes;
the rest, Finns.  The sun shone with marvellous bright-
ness the whole night.  An hotel is being built on the
mount for the convenience of future travellers,

———

A CHAPTER ON JAINISM.
By Babw Rum Dus Sen, Ordinary Member of the Oriental
Academy of Florence,

The Juain religion never spread beyond the limits of
India. Being thus much less widely known, it has never
stood high, like Buddhism in the estimation of forcigners.
Even in India itself, after flashing like a meteor across the
religious sky for a short time, it long since grew compara-
tively dim.  As a matter of course, it has tailed to com-
mand any considerable degree of notiee from heyond.

Arhata was the founder of the Jain religion, and was «
king of the Benkata hills in the South Camatie.  Early
retiving froin the workd, he went about exhorting the peo-
ple to follow the exmmnple of Rishabhia Deva, whose cha-
racter he held up as a model to imitate.

The Degambar and Switimbara sects of the Jains
diverged and cione into notice long afterwards,

Rishabha Devais mentioned in the fifth book of Sri Mata
bhiigavata,  He is, according to the Hindus, o part-incarna-
tion of Vishnu, The Jains acknowledge hin as the first Ar-
hata, and he is styled Avhata, beeause, following in the wake
of Resava, he attempted to effeet a religions reformation.
According to the Paranas, Rishiabhin was father of Bha-
vata, and flourished in very carly times. The Jains do
not deny the existence of God ; but they hold the Arhata
themselves to be that God, It s sand in Vitard gastati,
a Jain work, that * there is only one Creator of the world,
and no other, who is cternal aud omnipresent ; and be-
sides i, ceverything else here Is a source of evil, and
unsubstantial even as o dreeson, O Avhana P There is no-
thing in this world, which thou hast not ercated.”  The
attributes of the Jain God are different. from those of the
Vaidantic God.  With then God is omniseient, conqueror
of anger, envy, and of every evil passion; revered in the three
worlds and the speaker of trath s Arhata only is the true
(:m.l."

In their opinion virtue is the only avenne to salvation.
Virtue absolves man from the bonds of action, and there-
hy restores him to his original purity of natwre.

Salvation is in its very nature ever up-lifting.  The
Jains lawve it thus: There is a limit beyond which even
the sun, moon, and the plancts camot rise s and, when
they reach their point of elimax, they come down again.
But the souls that have onee attained to pertection, never
come down agnin, - The very tendeney of the soul is ever
to rise high, 1t grovels below, only because of its mor-
tal tencment that holds it in; or, beeause it is weighted
down with its clayey enviromment.  As soon as this mor-
tal coil is shuflled off) it restmes its original nature,  In-
finite is space. Infinite so is the progress of the soul s or
infinite is the improvement the soul is capable of. - A pump-
kin, for instunce, though in itself light enough, would,
it enveloped in clay, or weighed heavily otherwise, sink
to the bottom of the sea s bat, if it could disburthen itself
there, it would steadily work its way up to the surface
again.  Even so is the nature of the soul,

The Jain moralists say :—

Wisdom is an attribute of man.  Wisdom only can lead
to salvation, or cnable man to sail safely over the solemn
main of life.  Wisdom only can dispel the gloom of false
kuowledge, like anists after sun-rise. . Wisdom only can
absolve man from the consequences of action.  Wisdom is
Suprenie ; and no action can cqual wisdom, Wisdow s joy.
Wisdom is sumun bonw.  Wisdon is Bralina himsclf.

Further on, in the cthical part of the Jain religion, it
15 said r—

“A man should dwell only where virtue, truth, purity
and good name ave prized, and where one may obtain the
light of true wisdon.

Man should not dwell where the sovercign is a boy,
a woman, or an ignornnms ; or, where there are two kings,

A man should go nowhere without an object in view.

A man should not travel alone ; nor steep alone in a
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house or on an clevated place ; nor enter any man's house
suddenly.

A good man should not wear torn or dirty clothes; nor
put on his body a red flower, except it he ared lily.

A wise man should never deceive gods or old men ; and
neither should be a prosecutor or a witness.

When you come back from a walk, you should take
a little rest, then put off your clothes, and wash your hands
and feet,

A grinding mill, a cutting instrument, a_cooking uten-
sil, a  water jar, and a water pot, are the five things that

bring men to sin: which, again, in its turn, causes them

to deviate from the paths of virtue.  For these are the
sources of envy,  Take what care you will, they are sure
to give rise to envy,

The ancients preseribed several virtues to enable man
to escape from this sin.  Hence men should always prac-
tise virtuous actions.

Kindness, charity, perfeet control over the passions,
worshiping the gods, reverence to the Gnru, forgiveness,
truth, purity, devotion, sud honesty :—these are the virtues
that every house-holder should possess.

Virtue is toe extensive,  Its most prominent feature,
however, is doing goold to mankind.

There are two kinds of  virtue—that which atones for
our sins; and that which seeures or brings about salvation,
The first-mentioned virtue embodies the redemption of
the fallen, benevolenee, hnmility, perfect. control over the
passions, and mildness.  These virtnes destroy sin,

Priests, gurus, guests, and distressed persons, when they
come to our house, should first be welcomed, and  then fed
to the best. of our means.

We should relieve and soothe as much as we can the

sick, the hungry, the thivsty, and the frightened.

Being so fortunate as to have been horn men, we should
always be engaged in something useful cither to ourselves
or to others.”

There is very little difference between  the Hindu and
the Jain systems of morality,  This is owing to the Hindus
and Jains living together and in the smne conntry, and - to
the fact that most of the ethies of the Jains were derived
from the Aryan code of morality.

THE SOCIETY’S BULLETIN,
Two persoms of influence conmceeted with the Vieeregal
Government have reeently joined the Society,  The tide
turns, evidently,

Our Fellows will be glad, our adversaries sorry, to learn
that our journal has, within sixty days after its first ap-
earnnce, freo-cd-a-half (imes as many snbscribers as it
{:(’gun awith. Not one day has passed, sinee October Ist,
without some names having been added to our list.

wide interest felt by the Indian reading public in this
attempt to recall the golden memories of ancient Aryan
achievement,  But most precious of all to us, have heen
the letters of blessing and enconragement that we have
received from natives living in all parts of this Peninsula.
We have marked upon o map of India, in colored chalk,
the localities of our subseribers, and find that our paper

already goes, each month, to nearly every important eity,
If we should continue

from the Himélayds to Comorin.
to receive contributions from such erudite Indians as those
whose articles grace our present issue, the THRoSOPIHIST
will eertainly have a brilliant and useful career.

The Ceneral Couneil thanks the Fellows who have
presented books to the Library, and has ordered cach
volume to be inseribed with the donor’s name. A parti-
cular request is made that Fellows will send to the Libra-
rian all uscful books, magazines and journals that have
been read by them and are not especially wanted for
reference.  Works upon any branch of Oceult Science will
have a peculiar value, as it is the desire of the General

This .

unexpected good fortune must be taken as proof of the
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’ Council to make our Library, in time, onc of the richest
lin the world in this respect.  Acknowledgement is also
due to Professor Sakharam Arjun and Dr. Pandurang
" Gopal for magazines loaned to the Library.

J e . o e
. ARYA PRAKASH,
[ Continved from the October Number, ]

! THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF DAYANUND
‘ SARASWATI, SWAMI.

Irvitten by kim expressly for the ‘I'nircsormst,

] . . . . . .
i After passing a certain time in solitude, on the Rushee-

i kesh, a Brahmachiri and two mountain asceties joined
‘me, and we all three went to Tidee,  The place was full
lof ascetics and Ry (Royal ) Pandits—so called on account
[of their great learning.  One of them invited me to come
and have dinner with him at hishouse. At the appoin-
"ted hour he sent a man to conduct me safely to his place,
and both the Brahmachiri and myself followed the mes-
Isenger. But what was our dismay upon entering the
“house, to first sce a Brahmin preparing and cutting meat,
“and then, proceeding further into the interior apartients,
“to find a large company of pandits seated with a pyramid
Lof flesh, rumpsteaks, and dressed up heads of “animals
before them i The master of the house cordially in-
| vited me in; but, with a few brief wordls—hegging them
to proceed with their good work and not to disturb
themselves on my account, 1 left the house and returned
to my own quarters. A few minutes later, the beef-eating
pandit was at my side, praying me to retumn, and trying
i to excuse himself by saying that it was on a0y acconnt
 that the sumptuous viands had been preparved i I then
firmly declaved to him that it was all uscless.  They were
_earnivorous, flesh-eating men, and myself a strict vegeta-
crian, who felt sickened at the very sight of meat.  If he
Swonld insist upon providing me with food, he might do so
by sending me a few provisions of grain and vegetables
- which my Bralmachiri would prepare for me.  This he
, promised to do, and then, very much eonfused, retired,
- Staying at Tidee for some time, T inquired of the same
Pandit about some books and learned treatises T wanted
to get for my instruction ; what books and manuscripts
could be procured at that place, and where.  He men-
tioned some works on Sanskrit grammar, classics, lexico-
araphies, hooks on astrology, and the Tunfrdis—or ritua-
listics.  Finding that the latter were the only onesun-
known to me, I asked him to procure the same for me,
. Thercupon the learned man brought to me several works
upon this subject.  But no sooner had T opened them, than
my eye fell upon such an amount of ineredible obscenities,
Unistranslations, misinterpretations of text and absurdity,
that T felt perfectly horrified. In this Ritual T found that
incest was permitted with mothers, danghters, and sisters
(of the Shocmaker's easte), as well as among the Pariahs
or the outeastes,—and worship was performed in a per-
feetly nude state (..., .Spirituous liquors, fish, and all
kind of animal food, and Moeod ra (2} (ex}lil)itiun of indecent
images)......were allowed, from Brahmin down to Mdng.

”.H)rl’or rearonx which will be apprecinted we prefer giving the teat in
] —
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(2) The word Moodra has been variously understood and  interpreted. It
means the signet of n royal aswell as of a religious personage ; n ring scal

with initials engraved upon it.  But it is also understood in another sense—
the prestine and esoteric.

Bloochwrri, Chackirri, Khechari, Chwrackari, and Agockuri~these five
were the Moodras practised by the Aryas to qualify themselves for Yog,
They are the initiative stages to the diflicult system of Rad-You, and the
preliminaries of Dhatipoti, the early discipline of Hat-Yoa, Tho Moodrais
a yuite distinet aud independent course of Yoga training, the completion of
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And it was explicitly stated that all those five things of
which the name commences with the nasal ), we, as for
instance, Madya (intoxicating liquor) ; Meen (fish) ; Mdons
(flesh) ; Moodra......; and Maithoon.........were so many
means for reaching Mulktee (salvation)i By actually
reading the whole contents of the Tuntrds I fully as-
sured myself of the eraft nud viciousness of the authors of
this disgusting literature which is regarded as RELIGIOUS !
Tleft the place and went to Shreenagar....

Taking up my quarters at a temple, on Kedir Ghit, 1
used these Tantrds as weapons against the loeal pandits,
whenever there was an opportunity for discussion.  While
there, I became acquainted with a Sidhoo, named Gangd
Giri, who by day never left his mountain where he resided
in a jungle.  Our nequaintance resulted in friendship as 1
soon lenrned how entirely worthy he was of respect. While
together, we discussed Yoga and other sacred subjects, and
throngh close questioning and answering became fully and
mutnally satistied that we were fit for each other. So
attractive was his society for me, that 1 stayed over two
months with him. It was only at the expiration of this
time, and when autumn was setting in, that I, with my
companions, the Brahmachari and the two asceties, left
Kedir Ghit for other places.  We visited Rudra Prayiy
and ‘other cities, until we reached the shrine of Agasta
Munee.........Further to the North, there is a mountain
peak known as the Shivpooree (town of Shiva) where 1
spent the four months of the cold scason; when, finally
parting from the Brabmachiri and the two asceties, 1
proceeded back to Keddr, this thme alone and unimpeded
i my intentions, and reached Gupta Kishee®) (the secret
Benares).........

I stayed but few days there, and went thenee to the
Triyugee ) Nirdyan shrine, visiting on my way Gowree
Koond tank, and the cave of Bheemgoopha,  Returning
ina few days to Keddr, my favorite place of residence,
[ there finally rested, a number of ascetic Braliniin wor-
shipers—called Pindis, and the devotees of the Temple
of Keddr, of the Jangamn sect,—keeping me company
until my previous companions, the Bru‘nnaclu'\ri with his
two ascetics, returned. 1 closely watched their eeremo-
nies and doings, and observed all that was going on with
a determined object of learning all that was to be known
about these sects. But once that my ohject was fulfilled,
I felt o strong desire to visit the surrounding moun-
taing, with their eteriial ico nnd glaciers, in quest of those
true ascetics I have heard of, but as yet had never met—
the Muldtmas), 1 was determined—come what might—

which helps the eandidate to attain Awima, Laghima and Gurima (For the
meaning of those Siddhis, sce miticle ou Yog-Vidya in the Nov, munber of
IHEOSOPHIST). "The senso of this holy word once porvortud, the ignovant Beal-
mins debused it to imply the pictorinl roproscutation of the emblems of
their deities, and to signify the marks of thase sexnnl omblems daubed upon
their bodivs with Gopichand mado of the whitish clay of rivers hell sacred.
I'bo Vaishnavas dobaso the mark and tho word less than the Nhaivas ; but
tho Shaltas by applying it to the obscono gostures and the indocent ex-
Ln::-l.-mrus of their ti lfny llitual, have entirely dogendeld its Arynn meaning, -
Al

(1) ko fullowing ave the tive naruls in Suuskyit ; -

(1) & (nuga), (2) 3 (yna), (3) 9T (nna), (4) A (na), (3) | (ma).

(2) Gupta Kfshoo —(fupta, secret, hidden ; Kishee, the aucient name of
Benares —is a holy placo enshronded iu mystery, It is about 80 miles from
Bhadrinith. Outwandly there is scen only a tomple with colutms ; buta
firm helief provails amony pilgrims to the effect that this shrine only serves
asa landmark to indicate t"w loculity of the sncred hidden Benares—a wholo
city, in fact, underground. ‘This holy place, thoy bolieve, will ho revenled at
the proper time, to theworld. Tho Makdtmds alone can now rench it, and
some inhabit it. A learned Swimi friond, and a native of Bhadrinith, highly
respected at Bombay, has just told us' that thero isa prophecy that in 25
years from this time Benares will bogin to decline in_every other respect as
it has Jong dono in holiness, and, owing to the wickedness of men, will
hunlly fall. Thon, the mystery of Gupta Kdshoo will be disclosed and the
truth begin to dawn upon men. Swhmi P—, wolomuly avers that, having
often visited this very shvine, ho has several tines cbsorvod, with his
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to ascertain whether some of them did or  did not live there
as rumoured,  But the  tremendous  ditheulties  of this
mountainous  journey and the excessive cold  foreed
me, unhappily, to first make inquiries among  the hill-
tribes and learn what they knew of such men,  Fvery-
where 1T encountered either a profound ignorance upon
the subject or a ridiculous superstition.  Having wan-
dered in vain for about twenty days, disheartened, T re-
traced my steps, as lonely as before, my eomnpanions who had
at first accompanied me, having left me two  days after we
had started through dread of the great cold. T then aseended
the Tungandth Peak.® There, I found a temple full of idols
and officiating priests, and hastened to deseend the peak on
the sine day,  Before e were two paths, one leading
West and the other South-west, [ chose at randows that
which led towards the jungle, and ascended it Soon after,
the path led meinto a dense jungle, with rugged rocks and
dried up, waterless brook.  The path stopped abraptly
there,  Secing nyscelt’ thus wrvested, T had to make my
choice to either climb upstill higher, or descend.  Reflect-
ing what a height there was to the summit, the tremendous
difficulties of climbing that rough and steep hill, and that
the night would come before I could ascend it, T concluded
that to reach the smnmit that night was animpossibility,
With much dithienlty, however, catehing at the grass and
the bushes, I suceeeded in attaining the higher hauk of the
Nilu (the dry brook), and standing on s rock, surveyed
the environs, I saw nothing but tormented  hillocks, higl
land, and o dense pathless jungle  covering the whole,
where no man could pass, Meanwhile the sun was rapidly
descending towards the horizon, Darkness would soon set
in, and then—without water or any means for kindling a
fire, what would be iy position in the dreary solitude of
that jungle !

By dint of tremendous exertion, though, and after an
acute sufiering from thorns, which tore iy clothes to shreds,
wounded my whole body, and lamed my feet, T mnnaged
to cross the jungle, and at last reached the foot of the hill
and  found myself on the high-way,  All was darkness
around and over me, and 1 had to pick my way at
random, trying only to keep to the voad.  Finally T
reached a cluster of huts, and learning from the people that
that road led to Okhice Math, T direeted my steps towards
that place, and passed  the night there,  Tn the moring,
fecling suficiently rested T returned to the Gapli Kishee
(the Sceret Benares), from whenee 1 had started onomy
Northward journey. But that journey attracted me, and
soon again I repaired to Okhee Math, under the pretext of
examining that hermitage and observing the way of living
of its immnates.  There T had time to examine at leisure,
the ado of that fmous and rich monastery, so full of pious
pretences and a show of asceticisin, The high priest (or
Chief Hermit), ealled Malent, tried hard to mduace me to
remain and live there with him, becoming his disciple.
He even held before me the prospect, which he thought
quite dazzling, of tnheriting some day  his lacs of rupees,
his splendonr and power, and finally suceceding him in his

apiredd by the eold neuation of tho age, despise the traditions, as well
as the religion of their forefathers, calling all that was held sacred
Ly tho latter, a ‘‘ rotten superstition.” Alas!they havdly remark thoem-
selves that from idolutry they havoefsllen into fetichizm. 'Fliey have but
changed their idols for pooror ones, anld romain the snme,

(1) At Blindvindith (Northern Indin), on the vight bauk of the Bishenganga,
whero the edlebrated templo of Vishun, with hot mineral springs in it, au-
nually attracts numerous pilgrims, there is a strange tradition amoug the
inhabitauts. ‘Thoy believe that loly Mdbdtunix (nuchorites) have lived
the iunaccessillo mountuin peaks, in caves of the greatest beanty for
soveral thousand yoars.  ‘Their residonco is approachable ounly through o
cavern porpotunlly choked with snow, which forbids the apprench of the
curions aud tho skepticnl,  ‘I'he Bhadeindth peaks in this neighbourhood aro

own eyes, as it were, shadowy forms disappearing at the eutranco—as though
balf visible men, or the wraiths of men were entering. —Ed

(3) Three yugs, or tho Three Epochs.

(4) The Maldtmils, or literally yreat souls, from two words— Mk, great,
sudl dtmd, soul--are those mysterious adepts whom thoe popular funcy views
av magicinug,” nnd of whom every child knows in India, but who nre met
with so rarely, especinlly in this ago of degencration. With the excoption of
some Swhmis and ascetics of a perfectly loly life, thore are fow whoe know

itively that they do exist, and aré no myths created by superstitious
ancy. It will be given, perhaps, to Swdmi Daydnund, the grent and holy
wan, ta disabuse the skeptical wiuds of his degonorating conntrymen ; es-
weinlly of this yonng decorated generution, tho Jeuwnesse Dorée of Indi, the

LB wud ML AL weistocracy --who, fed upon Westeru jpaterialism, and in-

above 22,000 fool Ligh.—

Since the above was written one of our most respected and learned Fellows
has informud ns that his Gure (Preceptor) told him that  while stopping
at tho temple of Niniyan, on the Himflayds, wheeo ho had passed oo
wonths, he saw theroin a copper plate Learing slate, with an inscription,
said to have boen mado Ly Shanknedelfrya that that temple was the ex-
trome limit whore oue should pro in ascowling the Himdlayds, The Guru
also snil that further up tho heights, und beyand apparently unsurmountalile
walls of snow nnd ice, ho several times saw men of a most venerable ap-
fearnnce, such as tho Aryan Rishis are represented, wearing bair so long
ax to hang below tiicir waist.  Theroe isreasou to know that he saw correctly,
aud that the current belicf is not without foundation that the place is
inbabited by adepts aud 46 one who is nut au dept will oo succoed in

D getling an entrpnee

(i) '
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Mahantship, or sapreme vank. T frankly answered him g through the bodies of medinms or by assuming temporarily
that had I cever eraved any such rviches or glory, 1 would i objective forms themselves ; that this state of existence is
not have seeretly left the house of my father, which was not ; better than the carthly one s and that in that incorporeal
less sumptuous or attractive than his monastery, with all its - existence they will develop and attain to the degree of final

riches—“I'he object, which indueed me to do away with
all these wordly blessings” T added,* I find you neither
strive for, nor possess the knowledge of”  He then en-
gquired  what was that objeet for which T so strived,
“That object,” T answered * is the seeret knowledge, the
Vidyn, or true erwdition of o geneine You ; the Mooktee,
which is reached only by the purity of one's soul, and cei-
fain attainmentsunattainable withont it Meanwhile, the
performance of all the duties of man towards his fellow-men,
and the clevation of hnanity thereby.”

The Mahant vemarked that it was very good, and asked
me to remain with him for some time at least,
kept silent and retirned no veply @ Tl not yet found
what I sought,

There, in the company of Dakshanee, or Malidrdshtea Shis-
trees and Sunnyfsis, the true aseetics of the $th Order—I
rested for a while, '

(To e continved.)

HINDU IDEAS ABOUT COMMUNION WITIL
THE DEAD.

By Rao Bahadur Januvdhan Sullharam  Goadygil, LLD.,
.15,

Now that a medinm of regular eommunieation, in the
shape of the Theosophist, has been established between the -

Fast and the West, for exchanging ideas on matters of
philosophy and oceultism, it may be nselul to state in
general terms what  Hinduw philosophy and - psychology
have to say about Spiritualism.  This is the more impor-
tant inasmuch as Europe and Anerica are at the present
day startled and bewildered by those remarkable manifes-
tations of so-called spirits, which have vivetted the attention
of the learned, and are said to have drawn away more
than twenty millions of people there from the materialistic
tendencies of the present, age,

Viewed from the standpoint of Hindn philosophy, nay,
that of any philosophy worthy of the name, the spiritua-
listic movement in America and Lurope is to be hailed as
n demonstrative condemuation of that gross materialisi,
subversive of all religion and true science, which preaches
that nothing of man swrvives the corporeal dissolution
called death.  Amongst Hindus, this was the belief and
the creed of the Chirviiks, whom our philosophers have
regarded, on that account, as so despieable that no writer
of distinction among Hindus eonsiders it worth his while

to take the trouble of noticing their ereed or refuting it. |

These Chirviks are put down as pdanars, that is, ereatures
who are so deficient in philosophical capacity that they
are not fit to be argued with, and must be left to them-
selves till by experience or even meditation they get the
capacity of perceiving that something survives the bodily
dissolution,  The spivituadists of Ameriea and Burope have
this truth phenomenally  demonstrated to them and so far
Jastern philosophy weleomes the movement,  But beyond
this it can not go; for it finds little reason to congratulate
the spiritualists upon the new ideas and aspirations they
put forth. That death is the mere separation of the corporeal
frame from the Jive, or soul that animates it, is a truth
admitted in all schools of Oriental 1’»hilu9.n|»l|‘v. The Bhag-
watgita says that the Jiva, which is a part and pareel of my-
selt) that is, Brahm, leaves the eorporeal body at the time
of death, and it draws in and takes with it, the mind and the
senses ; just as the breeze of air that touches and leaves a
flower bears off its perfume.  So far Oriental philosophy
and Western Spiritualism are at one. But it appears that
Western spiritualists are drifting into the helief that every

human soul, after its severance from the corporeal body

which it animated on this carth, remains for ever without
another corporeal bady ; that all inman souls can, and some

do make themselves nuifest to living hwman heings, either !

. perfection. Now, Hindu philosophy and religion teach
differently on every one of these points. Though they
"admit that some human souls may continue for a long
( time without another corporeal bady, after their severanco
Hrom: the hunan bodies which they animated, still this
“is the lot of comparatively a few,—of those only who, du-
iring their existence on this earth, led a life of sensual
Lappetites, and who died prematurely with the intensity
“of those carnal desires unabated and surviving their sepa-
“ration from their gross budies. It is such Sl)llTS only that

rare considered to stick to the earth, and become what
But I are called Pishachas®* or what the Western spiritualists
| miseall ‘spirits " !
Rising on the following morning very jcontinue i this state of existence for ever, nor is this
carly, Tleft, this rich dwelling sl went to Joshee Math, | state considered as in any way desirable,

But c¢ven these are not considered to

With regand
“to the majority of human souls, it is held that according
'{‘ to their holy or unholy deeds and desives in this life, they
“go either to higher and better worlds, ending with Brah-
ma loka, by the archivddi mdrge, or to the nether worlds,
by the yama margat The former are considered to be
temporary elevations to hetter existences, the latter to
worse existences than on this world in human shape.  But
the stage of existence known as Pishacha yoni, is regar-
ded in the Hindu system of philosophy and religion as
the most horrible and pitiful that the human soul ean
enter, The veason of 1t is that it is the state that comes
over the hwman soul as the result of the baser desires
having Tr(-lmmlerance at the time of separation from the
corporeal body ; it is the state in which the capacities for
the enjoyment of sensunl pleasures are in a developed
state, but the soul lacks the means of physical ¢njoyment,
viz, a corporeal body; it is the state in which the soul
can never make progress and develop into better exis-
tence. It is consulered that, in this state the soul being
deprived of the means of enjoyment through its own phy-
sical body, is perpetually tormented by hunger, appetite
cand other bodily desires, and can have only viearious en-
Hjoyment Dy entering into the living physical bodies of
others, or by absorbing the subtlest essenees of libations
awd oblations offered for their own sake. Not all Pisha-
chas  can cnter the living human body of another,
and none ean enter the bodyof a holy wman, that is, an
ascetic or adept in occultism.

Very few spirits are considered to possess the power
of making themselves manifest by assuming physical ap-
pearances for even a short time. These arc regarded as
having greater strength than the others, and it is believed
that these get this power over those who in the stage
of their corporeal existence on earth, were given up to the
worship of, aud association with demons (Pishachas), or to
the contemplation and practice of mantras that control
them, or who were the victims of some overbearing pas-
sion. But thisstate of being is deemed the most miserable
and awful that any one could have entered upon, and it
is only the comparativelly good souls that after long sufter-
ing and purification are able to extricate themselves,

The whole series of preseribed Hindu funeral ceremo-
nies, from the 1st to the 11th day after a man's death, is
nothing more than the mode inculeated by that religion to
prevent the human soul from becoming a Pishacha. The

® Pishachas : this word can hardly be rendered aceurately in Euglish, though
the nuthor of * Isis Unveiled" gives a good equivalent in the term ¢ Elemen-
tarics.” They are gross, depraved human rouls which, after the death of the
baly are earth-bound as the result of their utter lnck of spirituality and the
»re(‘ominnnco of their baser natures, These aro the only disembadied human
lnoingu with whom the living ean, necording to Hindu belicf, communo ; and,
necdleas to ray, the iden of this intercourse is abhorrent. Meun of mere in-
tellectunl endowments, who lack gpiritual intuitions may becomo Pishachas
equally with the vicious. In short *‘l'ishacke” is a returning soul, a demon.

+ Hindus mostly believe that tho purifieation and progrossion of the human
roul after death nro offected by its roturn Lo this earth from tho several other
worlds whither it goes, and its reincarnation, or transmigration ; each new
reincaruntion is governed by its deeds in the previous birth, those souls which
have been grood reappearing under higher reincarnations, those which were
bad under lower ones.  But the true Yogi so purifies his iuner self as to go at
death immediately to Brikwma lola, whence he never returna, but whers he
remains until the next Pralaye, or dissolution of the visiblo universo, com-
pletes his emancipation from all carvthly taint, aud transfers him into Moksha,
or the otornal Lliss,
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cercmonics performed and oblations offered by the relatives
of the deceased, are considered efficacions for this purpose,
and henee Hindu religion enjoins it as the most atfectionate
duty of a son or other relative to save his departed ones
from this dircful fate. In the Shastias, the king, as the
hieir of the heirless, is enjoined by the sacred books to per-
form or get performed these sacred vites for those that have
no relative’s to perform them in their behalf'; for it is con-
sidered of paramount hmportance that the post-mortem
condition of Pishache Yoni should be avoided by all
possible means.  Even after this calamity overtakes a hu-
man soul, and it beging to manifest itself as a Pishach,
there nre ceremonies enjoined, ealled  Pishdcha amochant,
intended to emancipate it from this state and put it in
the way of assmining o corporeal body according to its de-
serts.  Kven the transmigration of 1 human soul into a
lower existence, such as that of a beast, reptile, iuseet, &e.
is considered preferable to the state of  Pishacha-Yoni ;
for, in the fivst place, there is in that state a corporeal
body for enjoyment, and secondly, it is comparatively a
very short existence, at the end of which the soul las

the ‘mssibility of rising up to a better state of existence.
The human form of existence is regarded as the highest

goal to be aspired to in this serics of transmigrations, for
in that nlone, the sonl has the capability of knowing the
ultimate  sceret of its wature, and  thercby  attaining
the highest beatitude,  Existence in worlds even better
than the carth, is depreeated, for, although the eapacities
and powers of outward cenjoyment in those worlds are
greater than on earth, yet no other world besides the carth,
the Brahma loka exeepted, is considered to give to a soul
such development as it is capable of receiving  when
clothed in the human body,—a development which enables
him to acquire knowledge of our own essence, and therehy
attain final cinancipation,

It will be seen from the above that the Hindus are not
spiritualists in the sense that they foster medinmship or
hold willing communion with their dead.  The obsesscd
person the Hindus regard as_unfortunate, and if by an
unhappy chanee, the house is visited by a dead relative,
the occurrence is considered a disaster, and the returming
one a subject for pity and prayers.  But the Yoga philo-
sophy, with the Yogi's cvolution of his psychical powers,
is a very different thing. By it he can separate his kdud-
rgue or astral soul from lis physical body, ean enter and
teml)m'm'ily dircet another man's body, can become om-
niscient, can commune with the high spirits of other worlds,
and can attain to powers which to ordinary persons appear
mirnculous, but which to a philosopher aud  true scientist,
prove ouly the intimate connection of the miecrocosi and
the macrocosm, and the incomparable power of the human
soul over the material universe,

[Continned from tho November Number.]
THE VEDA, THE ORIGIN AND HISTORY OI
RELIGION,
By Rao Buhadwr Shankar Panduwrang Pandit, M.A,

The bare, innocent, naked, unsophisticated Trath is
there, viz. that the iden of many gods is the most natural
to human thinking and that the idea of one Supreme
God is the result of much thinking, speculating and ge-
neralizing. Thus we have the genesis of the many gods
out of the great phamomena of nature, such of them, that
is to say, as strike the imagination of simple but specu-
lative minds.  Indra the god of rain, storm, and light,
that sends showers of refreshing and fructilizing rain to
the carth, strikes with his thunderbolt—the lightning
accompanicd by thunder—the supposed demon that with-
holds the rain andgprevents the light of the heavens
from reaching the enrth. Varupa wus conceived as the
great power that enveloped the earth with the blind
all of night, punished the wicked and rewarded the
just, without their being aware of who it was that pu-
nished or rewarded them, Agni was a necessary creation
to account for all the phanomena conneeted with light and

heat—the light and heat that extends from carth below to
heaven above.  The sun, that fruitiul souree of wmuch re-
ligion in all ages and countries, did not fail to be viewed
from many varied poetical standpoints. The sun beeame
Savitd, e the daily progenitor of the world, as he made
the world daily rise into visible existence from the death
of darkness in which it Iny enveloped during the previous
night.  The sun beeame Pislia, the wearisher, beenuse it
was through his light that nowrishing food was grown,
The sun as befriending all lite by his life-inspiving light and
preventing the world from heing always plunged  in dark-
ness, came to be considered as the universal © Friend”—
Mitra who becine finally persouified, deified and exalted
inchymms under that name. The sunccould not fail to bo
spoken of as the © great traveller” that goes swittly  roud
t}ue earth as none else could go; as the “ Heavenly Bird of
excellent wings” flying through heavenly space with in-
deseribable rupidity—and thus to be hymmed as Supuer-
wa Garatmdn.  The morning dawn, so refreshing and
brilliant, so fijr and benutiful, and ever young, daily
shining forth into maunifestation and yet daily vanishing
away without tarrying long, was necessavily personified,
and was deified into Ushas.  All these and shnlar beings
seemed to awake daily in the early morming (Usharbudhias)
and to rise into daily existence frome the womlb of  that
vast unliniited space, that infinity of brilliant heavenly
space, which could not but be personified, deified and
hymmned by them as Aditic Tt required no great streteh
of imagination to speak of the principal gods, who secemed
to be born in the morning in the far east in the womb of
lieaven's unlimited brilliant space dditi, ns Adilyas or
sons of Aditi.

But speculation did not fail to be regulated by reason,
and reason led to gradual generalization.  The Vedie
seers began to perecive that their seniors had after all
been speaking of one and the same * One Being ™ nuder
different nunes.  * Not knowing 1 ask here those that
“know, for the sake of knowing, 1 that am ignorant ;. He
“that upholds these six worlds in their respective places,
“there is, is there not, somcthing in the nature of that
“Unborn One, that is one £7.% ** <Pley eall [him] Didia,
“Mitra, Vioruge [and] Agni. Also he [is the same as] the
“Heavenly Bird of excellent wings,  The sages name the
*Oue Betng in various ways. They eall [hin] dgied, Y,
[and] Matierisea,® says one of the rishes, Dirghatanas,
certainly one of the ohlest Vedie poets,  Another, speen-
lating on the creation of the universe, the gods, and other
beings, says of the time before the creation: * There was
“ then no nonentity nor entity, there was no world, nor the
“heaven that is aloft. What envelopad [the world] ¢ Where
“and for whose benetit [was it] 7 Where was water, the
“deep abyss? - There was then no death, nor immortality,
“no distinction of night and day.  That one breathed
“quietly, through its own power.  For besides that  there
“was nothing else.  In the beghming there was darkness
“enveloped in dackness, AllL this was undistingnishable
‘nothing,  That one which had been enveloped  every-
‘where in undistinguishable nothingness was developed

“through the foree of fervor.  Desire arose in it in the
*beginning, which was the tirst germoof the mind. Sages

“searching with their intellect have found that to be
“the connection between the entity and the non-eutity.
‘The ray of these [non-entity, desire and germ], was it
“across, below, or above 7 There then arose those that
“could impregnate, and there arose those that were mighty
objeets.  There was scllsupporting prineiple below and
cpower above.  Who knows truly, who can here declare,
“whenee, whenee this ereation arose ¢ ‘The gods are poste-
‘rior to the creation of the universe.  This being so, who
“knows whence this universe sprang ¢ Whenee this uni-
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“verse arose, whetlior it has been ereated or whether it
“has not been created at all—IHe who is its Ruler in this
“highest heaven, He alone knows ; and if he does not, then
“no one knows.' ¥

The highest flight of speculation, the most laborious dis-
covery or even the boldest assertion of allowable dog-
matism of modern days have nol, we think, gone much
beyond this philosophy of religion of the Vedie Rishi.

This is about creation. The other attributes of the
Deity, viz. Wisdom, Infinity, Merey, Immutability, T-
mortality, Justice, Universal eare, the quality of being the
shelter of the helpless, the poor, the oppressed—these and
all others which go to form the God of all nations not,
only find a prominent place in the Veda, but we have
therein a reliable history as to ow man—the Aryan man at
least—originally came to eonceive of themn, iow he deve-
loped them and how he matured them to a point beyond
which no religion or philosophy has progressed to the
present day—and all this, be it remembered, unaided, un-
assisted, uninspired by direet divine revelation—at loast
so far as the Vedic poets and anthors themselves are con-
cerned.f

Other religious systems—granting them an origin in-
dependent of the vencerable Veda—do indeed teach the
same attributes of the Divinity, but they do not any of
them -allow us to sce through them, to see beyond them,
to sce belind them.  Christianity, for instance, finds it
necessary to stand upon revelation for the basis of what
it teaches, though we have no hesitation whatever in say-
ing that though it teaches many good things it teaches
nothing that the Veda had not taught before.

Revelation is an unsatistactory method of accouuting
for your possession.  The acquisition requires a more na-
tural, more intelligible, and more aceeptable explanation,
This explanation is furnished in abundance by the Veda,
and it i3 chiefly for this reason that we call the Veda
the origin and history of all religion.

But not only have we in the Veda what we may call
the virtues of religion, and the history of their origin
and development, but also the vices thereof and the his-
tory of their origin and development.  Like all things
human, religion—which we regard in its development as
human and value it to that extent only that it is haman
—has had its mistakes and evil consequences. It has
also done—or more correctly something else has done in its
name—great harm sinee it began to get any votaries
together under its standard,  Religion has had its mytho-
logy, its miracles. It has paralysed the free exercise of the
best part of man, reason ; 1t has taught us to believe  that
God s partial to certain men and inimieal to certain
others 5 it has taught us to believe in imaginary horrors of
worlds unseen, aud to kill those people who do not believe
i what we believe.  These and other blemishes which
attach to religion arve in the Veda, and as in the case of
the virtues of religion we have a clear and  well-conneeted
history of the rise and development of the blemishes also,
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It is in this view again of the Veda that we regard it
as the origin of religion,  And looked at from this point
of view,—the point of view, that is to say, from which you
see in it all the true principles of universal religion and
the chicf blemishes thereof, and also see through those
principles and blemishes to their earliest germ and follow,
them through all the phases undergone by them until
you come to a stage which induce people to say that the
good principles were revealed by God and the blemishes
were imparted by God's enemy, the Devil—looked at
from this standpmut, the whole of the Veda is the most
valuable hook in the world, It is the oldest contenipo-
rary history, the oldest biography of man, the oldest song
that man ever sang to a higher Power or Powers.  When
we remember this we cease to reject the hymns as erude
and uncultivated and take the Upanishads, or to take
the hymns and reject the Bralimanas.  To the biographer
the infancy, the childhood, the school days, the youth as
well as the old age of his subject are all equally impor-
tant, Look at the Veda as a historieal record to be read
and interpreted historieally, and it is a treasure of per-
feet gems, unequalled in lustre or size.  Look at it from
the point of view which is gencrally adopted by theo-
logians of whatever scet who wish to find in it either
nothing hut divine knowledge or nothing but human ra-
vings, and it at once beecomes a perfect chaos,  To the his-
torian, the scientific scholar, the student of human insti-
tutions, the followers of universal religion and above all
to the Theosophist the Veda will always continue to be
the most important book.

SOUNDINGS IN THE OCEAN OF ARYAN

LITERATURE..

By Nilkant K. Chhatve, B.A., L.CL.

The way in which knowledge of Physical Science is im-
parted to usis apt to mislead.  The principles are laid
down, but our text-hooks are silent as to the original dis-
coverers and exponents; so that, getting our education
from Furopean instructors, with the help of European
text-books, and having no coneurrent teaching as to ahcient
Indian history, arts, seicnces or literature, we are as ignorant,
of our national anteeedents as though we were at schivol in
Ireland or Germany, or even Iceland or Russia.  No won-
der, then, that the fires of a true patriotism—that which
makes one love and revere his native land and his ancestors,
are being quenched. We are becoming more Furopean,
and less Aryan every day,  Let us avail then, of the present
opportunity, to sound the sea of Aryan Titerature and bring
up whatever important thing wecan,  The idea of a siphon,
for example, is obtained by us through the medinm of the
English tongue.  No historical sketeh is attached to im-
portant treatises on these sciences.  This most naturally
breeds in us a false idea that the subject we read of must
be a Kuropean discovery. Although Sanskrit literature
abounds in references to various conclusions of these scien-
ces, still there is no work yet found which is «le{"il:e(l to
any special subject.  The progress of Europe and the back-
wardness of Hindustan in the cultivation ,of Physical
Sciences strengthen this prejudice, until we eome to believe
that nothing was done in this direction in Aryivarta even
in its golden days. This is saddening: true, but we cannot
deny it; the fact is there. Patience, however, in our search
through the profound depths of Aryan literature, rewardls
the inquirer every now and then with facts which at least
for a moment cnable one to realise to some extent what
must have been the good old times of Arydvarta.  Up,
then, brothers ; let us search, and we will surely find. Let
us begin with the siphon, '

1. The Kulkwta Nadi: what is this! It is no other
than the siphon.  T'he name when translated comes to mean
“a cock tube,” and is analogous to “ the U shaped tube.”

Bhaskarichirya, the celebrated Hindu astronomer, who
lived cight centuries ago, says* :— “ If a metalli¢ tube
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if one end of it be ]mt out of, and the other into a pot |t
full of water, and if we let go both the ends, the water
will fow out in a continuous stream. This is” says the
author of the Siddhidnta Shiromanni, “ well known to the
artizans by the name of a cock-tube or Fulbuta nad? 5 and
wonders arc wrought by means of this.”

Ganot speaks thus:—* The siphon is filled with some
liquid and the two ends being closed, the shorter leg is
dipped in the liquid  *  * Tt will then run out t]mm«rh
the snphon as long as the shorter end dlps in the lignid.”

: (Ganot's “ Physics”: The Siphon.)

Now, while the Aryan knowledge of the siphon can not
be hypothecated upon an Indian work only eight centuries
old, yet this passage makes it clear enough that this hy-
dranlic instrument wasused in this cnuntly long before
Ganot's “ Physics” was written, and henee the lads in our
schools are not obliged to believe the siphon a Kuropean
invention merely because Ganot describes it.  And that
point being scttled, the remoter question of Aryan priovity
over the Greck and Egyptian plnlusuplncls may be safely
postponed for another oecasion.
our ancient hydraulic works ought to bdt,lbfy us that engi-
necers capable of constructing them must have known thoir
science thoroughly.

In the works called Sukranfti and Brihatsanhitd, much
interesting information is given.  We will pl(lu. it before
our readers in the next isste,

DPoond, Novendber, (87

SANKARACHARAYA, PHILOSOPHER AND
MYSTI1C.(1)
By Kishinath Trimbal Telang, M.A., LL.B.

I might well plead the multitudinous engagements of a
bus ])lut(,‘b.slt)lhl.l and literary life, as an execuse Tor not com-
plying with the request to briefly notice in the Thnroso-
rHIST the incidents of Sankaracharaya’s illustrious career,
But I am, first and last, & Hindu, and my sympathies and
humble codperation are pledged in advance to cvery legi- |
timate attenapt to clucidate the history of India or better
the intellectual or physical condition of my conuntrymen.
From the carliest time the study of philosophy and mcta-
physics has been prized and encouraged in this country,
and ligh above all other nanmes in its history are written
those of our people who have aimed to hielp men to clear-
er thinking upon the subjects embraced in those categories,
whether by their writings, discourses or example.  The
lite which foris my present theme is the life of one of the
greatest men who have appeared in Indin. Whether we
consider his natural abilities, his unselfish devotion to
the cause of religion, or the influence he has exerted upon
his countrymen, this splendid ascetic stands fucile princeps.

So enchanting, in fact, are all his surroundings, that it

is 1o wonder that the adwmiration of an astonished people
should have cnhemerized him into an inearnation of the
])(,ity Our jgnoble Inunan nature scems ever so con-
scious of its own weakness and tmperfeetion, as to be pmnc

° Ankuut —isa go.ul for dmm g clephants with, and in form it msuublus
the English letter * p.”
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(1) At tho request of Col. Oleott T have ponnnlul the following paper to be
publizhed with materials collected by me fur a paper veaid to the Stwients’
Literary und Scientitie Society, in 1871 1 had intended to rewrita the life
of S.mkur.lch.m)n, with some additions and alterations, but as present
i'l'c-:slnv' cugagements do not leave mo suflivient leisure for such an cffort,

have thought it advisable to consent to my orviginal hasuy bying uti-
lized by Col, "Oleott nccording to his own diseretion.-- I,

beut in the hn m of an anl usu * be hllul w1th water, aml

The magniticent ruins of
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to dufy \\'llolmowel c\unphhcs its higher aspnatunm, as
though the keeping of him on the Tumian plane made
other men seem meaner and more little by contrast.

Sunkaracharaya’s biographers apotheosised their hero,
as Alexander’s and Cicero’s and those of Apollonius, Jesus
and Mahomet did theirs.  They made his advent presaged
by a heavenly vnsmu—ot Mahadeva, to his father, Siva-
guru—and his career attended by miracles which no theo-
ry of interior, or psychical, development can cover. A le-
nient posterity may well pass over these pious embellish-
ments as the fruit of an exhuberant partiality, for after all
these have been stripped away, the true grandeur of the
pandit, philosopher, and mystic is only the more plainly
revealed to us.

We are, unfortunately, without the necessary data to
enable us to precisely hx the epoch in which this great
teacher Hourished,  Sonie aseribe it to the scecond century
before, others would bring him down to the tenth after,
Christ. Most modern scholars agree in locating him in
the cighth eentury of the Christian era; and, since we have
for this opinion the conewrrent authority of Wilson, Cole-
brooke, Rammohan Roy, Yajnesvar Shastri, and Professor
Jayanarayan Tarkapanchanam, the Bengali editor of An-
andagivi’s Sanlara Vijaye, and it s less important, after
all, to know when he taught than what he tanght and did,
we may as well aceept that decision without debate. No
more certainly ean his Dbirth-place be determined.  As
seven citivs competed for the honor of having produced a
Homer, so five biographers ascribe his nativity to as many
different  loealities.  Sringert is comimonly  believed to
have been the favored town (1) but a passage from the
Sivarahianja, quoted in the Kavicharitra, would indicate a
town in the Kerala district, named  Sasalagrama 2 ;. Anan-
; Ma-
dhov puts forward Kalati (05 and lastly, Yajnesvai Shias-
tri, in his Avyavidya Sudhakara, tellsus that Sankara first
saw the light at Kalpi 9,

Taking no notice of the portents and wonders said to have
oceurred in the animal and vegetable kingdoms at his birth

' —such as the fiaternizing together of beasts ovdinarily hos-

tile to each other, the vicommon pellucidity of the streams,
| the ]nvtcln.ltln.ll shed ling of fragranec by trees and plants,
nor of the joy of the U]mmsh.uls or the glad pueans of the
whole celestial host, we tind our hero dlslnl.lymg a most
wonderful precocity.  In his first year he acquired the
Sanskrit alphabet and his own Tangnage s at two, learned
to read 5 at three, studicd the Kavyas and Poranas—and
Anan-
dagiri, less circumstantial, merely states that Sankara he-
cme conversant with Prakrit Magndha and Sanskrit laun-
guages even in sedsced, infaney. ~

l{.l\'mg studied the Itithasa, the Puranas, the Maha-
bharat, tho Smritis, and the Shastras, Saunkara, (n his
seeenth year, veturned from liis preceptor to his own home,
Miudhav narrates that the mother of his hero being, one

sday, overpowered by the debility resulting from the aus-

terities she had practised before his birth to propitiate
the gods and make them grant her prayer for a son, as well
as by the torrid heat of the sun, fiunted s whercupon San-
kara, tinding her in the swoon, not only hrought her back
to consciousness but drew the river up, as well, a cir-
cumstance which of course spread his fame as a thauma-
turgist fur and wide! The king of Kerala vainly offer-
ing “himn presents of gold and clcph.mts through is own
nnnlstcl, came himself o piLy reverence, and disclosing
his longing for a son like himself, was made happy by the
sage, who taught the king privately the rites to be per-
formed in such cases. 1 must not Jose the opportunity
to point, in passing, to the two things implied in this
biographical scrap, viz, that (771t was “believed that the
birth of progeny may be brought about by the recitation
of mantriuns and the performance of ceremonial rites, and

(1) See Pudit KV, Ramaswdmi's sketehes, P4 and the Map at the end
of the book. (2) Kavicharita, p 3, line 17. () Ph. 9 and 19, [t may be
added here lhlt I have grave doubts as to the Sankara Vi ijaya, published
at Caleutta, really a \\ork of Anandaivi, the pnpil of S wkara. (1) Madha.
vacharaya, 11, 3, (5) I 226, () Madbav 1V, 1.3,

(7) Madhay V, L Compare Anandagiri p. 11,
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(1) that the seeret is never publicly taught, bat privately
conveyed from adept o diseiple, T shall not dwell npon
these facts bt leave themn to be disposed of as they will
hy our new friends, the 'l'lwnsapl.uisl,s, for whom the mys-
tieal side of nature offers most enticements.,

About this same time the great snge Agastya, visiting
him with other sages, prophesicd to his mother that h.q-
would die at the age of thirty-two:  Feeling that this
world is all a passing show, this oy of cight ycars deter-
mined to embrace the life of a holy Sannyisi, bt las
mother objectad, her motherly pride doubtless craving a
son to her son who shonld inherit his own greatness of sonl
and mind,  The lad's detervination was not to be shaken,
however, and the maternal consent. was obtained, as the
biographers tell us by the working of a prodigy (2), B:‘lt‘lning
in the river, one day, his foot was eaught by an alligator.
He wailed so loud that his mother v to the spot, and being
toll that the alligator would not leave go his hold until
she had agrecd to her son's beeoming an ascetie, felt coereed
into giving her consent. Sankaracharayn thereupon eae
out of the viver, and eonfiding hier to the eave of relatives
and friends, and telling her he would eome back to her
whenever she shonld need his presenee, he went away anld
took up the career for which he had so strong a natural
bent.

As if drawn by some Drresistible magnetic attraction
towards acertain spot, Sankara travelled for several days,
throngh forests, over hills, by towns, and across rivers, yet
all the while uneonscions of all, and oblivious to the men
and beasts that went by him on his way, he arrived at the
cave in a hill on the banks of the Nerbudda, where Go-
vinel Yati had fixed his hermitage,  After the usual pre-
Tminaries the sage aceepted the Tad as apupil and taught,
him the Bralonacout of the foure great sentences.—Know-
ledoe is Brahma ; This soul is Bralimac Thon art that
umf I am Brabma®™, it is related by Madhav that, nn-
mediately after he had entered upon this discipleship,
Sankara performed,-——one day, when Hnis gure was hier-
sed in contemplation, or, as we should say  dharana,—
the prodigy of quelling o furions tempest of rain aceom-
panicd by awful thonder and Tightning, by prononncing
certain mystic verses.  Hearing, upon returning to cons-
cionsness of external things, what his illustrions pmpil
had done Govind Natha was overjoyed, ag this very event,
had heen foretold  to him by Vyasa at a saerifice
celebited, Jong before, by the sage Atrl. Bestowing
his benediction wpon Sankara, he bade him go to Holy
Benares and veecive there the blessing of the Deity.

‘O thy glmious work,
Then enter, and hegin to save mankind™ (),

Thus adimonished, Sankara procecded to Benares where,
after o residence for some time, he s satd to have received
his first pupil. Sanandana=—the same who afterwards be-

cume celebrated as his greatest favorite under the title of

Padimapadn, T eonfess to a donbt of the aceuracy of this
date, though Tgnote the cirenmstanee from Madhav's book,
for it does seem impossible that Sankara should have he-
gt Lo get pupils at sueh aovery tender age as, npon Ma-
dhav's own showing, he nimst have reached at the time.
However, he this as it may, Padmapieda was duly envolied
as a diseiple at Benares, and there most of the others also
Juined him,

In his twelfth year Sankara removed to Badard, on the
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bauks of the Ganges, where he composed his masterpicee,

the commentary on the Bralima Sutras,
wrote the commentary on the Upanishads, on the Bhaga-
vadgita, on the Urisimhatapaniya (so called by Madhavy),
wid on the Sanatsujatiya, hesides other works,  He then
taught his great commentary to his numerous pupils, hat
nlways reserving lis greatest powers o instruction for
(1) Madhny V, 09,

(N Maelhavy V. 87, None of Madhav's details ave to be found in Avan-
dngiri, where we have Lut two lines on this kubject altogether, p 17,

(M The originals are ﬂiﬂ;.f ﬂtg i Nﬂﬂliqm’{ 1 LERLIE] 1"
mﬁﬂ*ﬁlf{q Il
(4) Mosdhav V. 53-61,

Here also, he’
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Padmapada.  This excited envy in the breasts of the other
pupils, to dispel which Sankara, once stawding on one
shore of the river which flowed by his residence, ealled to
Padmapada to come over to him direetly from the opposite
bank. ‘The latter obeyed, and dauntlessly walked over on
the surfuce of the waters. which sent up a lotus at each
step he tool, It was on this oceasion that the name Pad-
mapada was given him by Sankara, as he wariily embra-
ced i in recognition of his enthusiastic devotion.

While teaching his pupils the youthful teacher did not
fail of adversaries among the learned men who lield tenets
different to his own, but he always eame off victor, He drew,
says Madhav, from the arsenal of a vast Vedic learning,
the weapons with which to combat his powerful assailants,
We are treated to the deseription of an eight days’ debate
between himself and Vyasa, who appeared wnder the guise
of an aged Brahmin but whose identity was intuitively re-
cognized at-least by Padmapada,  The biographer tells us
that the spivit, in his assumed guise of the living Brahmin,
propounded athonsad objections to Sankara’s great Bha-
shya on the Bralima Sutras, which were all trinmphantly
answered, and in the end, gave.the latter an extension of
sixteen years of life over and above the set term ef sixteen
that he was to have lived, and after l)ill(“llg him under-
take a refutation of all the other philosophic systems in
vogue, blessed him and then disappeared.

After this, Sankara sct ont for Prayiga in search of
Bhatta Kumarila, whom he wished to ask to write vartikas
on his Bhashya, but found that he was upon the point of
self-cremation in disgust with the world, Vainly entrea-
ting him to reconsider his determination, Sankara never-
theless was permitted to explain his commentaries, which
Kumarila praised unstintingly : and after the Iatter had
accomplished his act of self-immolation, procecded on to
Mahishiati, the city where, as Kumarila had informed him,
he would find Mandana Mism whe would undertake the
work Sankara had vequested him to perform.  Arrived at
the place, he was directed to the sage’s liouse by parrots
miraculonsly endowed with human speeeh and able to
discuss most recondite questions of philosophy i He found
the Tonse but found it closed, so that to obtain entrance
he had o raise himself up into the air and alight, a dews e
wachina, in Mandana's |]I.'I“. An animated and, at first,
even acrimonious discussion ensued between the host and
his wnexpected and wnweleome guest, the two finally e-
ciding to make the wife of Mandana Misea umpire between
them. But she, having other matters to attend to, gave each

P garland, stipulating that he should be deemed vanquished

whose garlind withered, T will not attempt in such time
and space as I now command, to even epitomise this wonder-

Cful debate, but vefer the reader to Madhav (VIIL. 34) for

particulars, adding that they will richly repay study, Sankara
won, and in winning, under the terms of the debate, elajmed
his antagonist as a disciple and requived him to abandon
the domestie life amd become an aseetic,  He consented, and
the wife—who was an incarnation of Swrasvati, as we are
told—started for the other world,  But before she had
quite departed she was prevailed upon by Sankara to tarry
while Lie should hold debate with ber also.  Then com-
meneel the second discussion, but the vemdy answers of
the former to all guestions put to him l'ni])ccl Sarasvati,
as she may how be called, until she strmek into a path to
which Sankara was a total stranger.  She asked him
question on the science of love.  He was, of course, unable
to answer it at once, being a Samayasi and a celibate all
his life ; 5o he eraved a respite of one month, which being
granted, he left Mahishmati.  The sequel will be told in
my next paper,

In gpite of the “arbitrary seepticism” of the large ma-

jority o the medieal profession, the most satisfactory re-

sults aro daily obtained in the hospitals by the external
application of metals,  Symptomws of  the most enrions na-
ture develop under their influence, and give rise to inter-
esting discussions in medical circles,

s e pg—
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THE PHANTOM DOG.*

Aun authentic story by a Russian officer,

During the last war in Turkey, a small but very mixed
company were assembled, on a Christmas eve, in the
apartments occupied by Colonel V...in one of the best
hotels of Bucharest. Among others, there were present the
correspondents of the New-York Herald, Lomlon Times,
the Golos, and the Berjevor Viedomosti; Colonel N. ; u
captain ; and the President of the Society of the Red-Cross,
the well known P—f. The only lady was the wife of
Colonel V..., our host, who was busy at the large round
table around which we were all seated, pouring out tea.

We had all become very merry and congenial.  All felt
in the best of humours, and each vied with the other in
telling interesting stories. Alone poor Mac-Gahan and
Lytton, the correspondents, respectively, of the American
and English papers, did not seem to share in the general
_hilarity ; a circumstance which attracted attention to them.

“ What's the matter with you, Lytton " asked Colonel V.,

“ Nothing,” answered the correspondent, thoughtfully,

“ T was thinking about home, and trying to see what they

were doing now.”

“One may speculate with perfect security "—remarked
Mac-Gahan, “ and say that the whole family is now assem-
bled around the fire-place, drinking cider, speaking about
far-away friends in India, or talking of ghosts...”

“ You dont mean to say that in England they believe

till now in ghosts ?” enquired Mme. V.

“ The majority do not,” replied Lytton “but there are n
good many who do, and a multitude who claim to have
seen ghosts themselves.  There are also such as have not
themselves seen yet who believe all the same...”

We were all struck with Captain L's uneasy look and'

pallor, as he abruptly left the table.

“ You may say what you like and laugh at such notions,” '

he remarked. “ As for myself, I cannot deny the exist-
ence of ‘ ghosts,'—as you call them. I, myself, was but a
few months ago, an eye-witness to a case which will never
be obliterated from my memory. This upset all my pre-
vious theories...”

Yielding to our curiosity, though very unwillingly, the
brave Captain told that which he wrote down himself for
me a few days after, and which I now publish with his
consent.

“During the war in the Caucasus, I was serving in one
of the regiments sent against the mountaineers. At that
time, a young officer, from the Imperial guard, named
Nedevwitchef, was transferred into our regiment. The
young man was remarkably handsome, with the figure of a
Hercules, and would have soon became a general favourite |
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‘ ping an old man to pieces with his sword. I was exces-
' sively shocked at such a display of uscless ferocity, and
'hurried forward to stop him.  But, before I had reached
( him, the door of the hut flew open, and a woman, with a
icry which made my blood run cold, rushed out of it, and
| flung hersclf upon the corpse of the old man. At this
sight Nedewitchef sprang backward as if he had been
shothimself,and trembled violently. I looked atthe woman
and could hardly suppress a cry of surprise. Heavens,
what a gorgeous beauty was there! With her lovely face,
{:ale as death itself, uplifted toward us, her magnificent

lack eyes, full of namcless terror and mortal hatred were
phosphorescent, flaming like two burning coals as she
fixed them upon us. Nedewitchel stared at her like one
fascinated, and it was with an eftort that, coming out of
his stupor, he mechanically gave the orders to beat the
rappel in order to put an end to uscless bloodshed. I did
not see Nedewitchef for several days after that accident;
and only learned accidentally from his orderly that the
same young woman, two days later, had come to his tent,
had thrown herselt at his feet, and pouring her whole soul
into her tale, had confessed an ardent love for him, She
declared that, nccording to the Cireassian custom, his
“courage had madce her his slave, and that she wanted to
be his wife......His envious friends had added much more
details which would be uscless here. Remembering  well
her Jook of hatred, I did not at first believe, but had to
yield at last to the cvidence.

“ After the submission of the rcbellions aoill, the com-
mander-in-chief ecneamped us at the foot of the mountain
in its neighbourhood, so that we should command the great
Shemaha highway.  We had to camp there quite a consi-
derable length of time, and having nothing clse to do we
could easily occupy onr days with picnics, rides, and hunt-
ing.  One afternoon, calling my dag, T took a gun and
went out for a stroll in the wild vineyards. I had no in-
tention to hunt, but simply to take a walk and watch the

splendid sunset from the the top of Ali-Dag. Mi path
ran through the most lovely scenery, along a thick dou-

ll»lc alley of mimosas, white accacia, and other trees, en-
|twined with vines, lnmg thickly with bunches of grapes,
"and chestnut trees with their large crowns of leaves inter-
'mingled with fruit.  The whole mountain slope was cover-
led with blooming bushes and flowers, which grew in rich
profusion and spread themselves like a carpet.

“The air was bahny, heavy with scents, and still, except-
ing the incessant buzzing of the bees ; not a breath of wind
disturbed one single leaf, and nature itself scemed slumber-
ing. Not a human step, not even the sound of a far-uway
| voice ; so that T was finally overpowered by a hallucination

which made me dream I was walking upon a deserted
island....

“ Having gone

about two or three miles by a narrow path

were it not for his shyness and extraordinary misanthropy. | wl_lich wound up to the 'muuntaiu top, 1 (_:nlcret_l a small
Sulky and unsocial in disposition, his only affcction seemed ! ”[leOt "1'0\"’"?(1 m Sllll‘“ghfv and burning like a jewel sct
to be centred on an enormous black dog with a white star | with gol«’l, rubies and «]lu!nuntls. uder a group of tnl.l trees
upon its forchead, which he called Caro. Once our regi- Uying lazily on a patch of green moss, I saw Nedewitchef
ment had to move against an aoll (Circassi

an village) that | the Dlack-cyed beauty was sitting near him, playing with
was in full revolt. The Circassians defended their posi- |

tions with desperate bravery, but as we had on our side:
the advantage of twice their nuinbers we disposed of them
very casily. The soldiers driven to blind frenzy by the
stubborn defence of the enemy, killed every one they met, |
giving quarter neither to old men nor children. Nede-
witchef commanded a company and was in front of every-
body. Near a s«kly (¢ mud hut) I happened to meet himn
face to face—and I felt thunderstruck | His handsome,
magnificent face was all distorted by an expression of bru-
tal cruclty, his cyes were Dbloodshot and wandering like
those of maniac in a fit of fury. He was literally chop-

* This narrative has just been published in the Messeager of hlessa, The
old and brave ofticer who vouches for it and who was an'eye-witnoss at two
of the opizodes of tho strango occurrence, is too well known in tho socioty
circles of Titlis and Oddossa for us to rognrd this as a cock and bull story.
Aud moreover we have the names of all the participants in the tragical finale
Whatever olse an incredulous public may think, Captain L. at least —an Lighly
respacted ofticer —guve tho story at Buc imrcs( asa fact, and wo print it on

his hair, and, asleep at. the feet of his master, was the faith-
ful dog. Unwilling to break their téte-d-téte, 1 passed un-
perceived by them and began climbing higher up.  While
crossing with difticulty a thick vineyard, T suddenly came
upon three Clreassians, who, pereciving me, rapidly (!ls~
appeared, though not quickly enough to prevent my seeing
that they were armed to the teeth,  Supposing them to be
runaways from tho conquered aolls, T passed on \Vitll()l.lt
paying them mch attention.  Charmed by the splendid
evening T wandered about till night, and returne home
very late and tired out. Passing through the camp towards
my tent, [ at onee perceived that something nnusual had
happened.  Armned horsemen belonging to the General's

“escort rapidly brushed by me. The division adjutant was

furiously gallopping in my direetion.  Near one of the
officers’ tents a crowd of people with lanterns and torches
had assembled, and the evening breeze was bringing the
hum of animated voices.  Curions to know \vat had

account of its value as a coutribution @ tho liternturo of Psychology. (Fd.)

happened, and surmounting my fatigue I went straight
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to the crowd. I had bardly approached it when I saw
that it was Nedewitchel's tent, and a horrid presenti-
ment, which soon became a fearful reality, got hold of me
at once.

“The first object 1 saw was a mass of hacked and bleeding
flesh, lying on the iron bedstead. 1t was Nedewitchef; he
had been literally chopped to picces with yatagans and
daggers. At the foot of the bed Caro, also bleeding, was
stretched, looking at his master’s remains with such a
human expression of pity, despair, and affection mingled,
that it brought a gush of hot tears to my cyes. Then it
was that I learned the following : soon after sunsect, Caro
furiously Larking, ran into the camp and attracted general
attention, It was immediately remarked, that his muzzle
was bleeding. The intelligent dog getting hold of the
soldiers’ coats, scemad to invite them to follow him ; which
was Immediately understood, and a party of them sent
with him up the mountain.  Caro ran all the time be-
fore the men, showing them the way, till he brought them
at last to a group of trees where they found Nedewitchef's
mangled body. A pool of blood was found at quite a dis-
tance from the murdercd man, for which no one could
account, till pieces of coarse clothing disclosed the fact
that Caro had had his battle also with one of the murderers,
and had come out best in the fight; the latter accounting
also for his bleeding muzzle. The black-cyed heauty had
disappeared—she was revenged. On the following day
Nedewitchef was buried with military honors, and little by
little the sad event was forgotten.

“Several of the officers tried to have Caro; but he
would live with none: he had got very much attachied to
the soldiers, who all doted upon him. Several months after
that I learned that the poor animal got killed in his turn
by a mounted Circassian, who blew his brains out and,—
disappeared.  The soldiers buried the dog, and many theve
were among them who shed tears, but no one laughed at
their emotion. After Shamyl's surrender, I left the regi-
ment and returned to St. Petersburg.

“Eighteen years volled away. The present war was
declared, and I, as an old Cancasian officer well acquainted
with the secat of war, was ordered off to Armenia. I ar-
rived therc in Angnst and was sent to join my old regi-
ment. The Turks were in a minority and evidently feel-
ing afraid, remained idle. We also had to be inactive
and quietly awaiting for further developments, encamped at
Kizil-Tapa, in front of the Aladgin heights on which the
Turks had entrenclied themselves.  There was no very
rigourous discipline observed as yet in-the camp. Very
often Mahomedans of the cavalry were sent to occupy po-
sitions on advanced posts and pickets; and sleeping sen-
tries on duty were often reported to the chiefs. On the
unfortunate day of August 13th welost Kizil-Tapa.  After
this unsuccessful battle rigour in discipline reached its
climax; the most trifling neglect was often punished
with death.  Thus passed some time.  After a while 1
heard people talking of the mysterious apparition of a dog
named Caro who was adored by all the old soldiers,  Once
as I went to see our Colonel on business, [ heard an ofticer
mentioning Carvo, when Major T** addressing an artillery
man sternly remarked :

“ It must be some trick of the soldiers’...

“ “What does all this mean 7 I asked the Major, extreme- |

ly interested.

“ “ Isit possible that you should not have heard the foolish
story told about a dog Claro? he asked me, full of sur-
prise. And upon receiving my assuranco that I had not,
explained as follows :

“ ‘ Before our disastrous loss of Kizil-Tapa, the soldiers
had been allowed many unpardonable liberties.  Very of-
ten the officers on duty had seen the sentrics and patrols
asleep. But notwithstanding all their endeavours, 1t had
hitherto proved impossible to catch any of them ; hardly did
an officer on duty appear going the rounds, than an enormous
black dog, with a white star on its forchead, mysteriously
appeared, no onc knew whence, ran toward any carcless
sentry, and pulled him by his coat and legs to awaken him.
Of course as soon as the man was fairly warned he would

THEOSOPHIST,

I December, 1870,

begin pacing up and down with an air of perfect innocence.
The soldiers began circulating the most stupid stories
about that dog. They affirm that it is no living dog, but
the phantom of ' Caro’ a Newfoundland that had belonged
to an officer of their regiment, who was treacherously kil-
led by some Circassians many years ago, during the last
Caucasian war with Shamyl’

“ The last words of the Major brought back to my memory
the pictures of the long forgotten past, and at the same
time an uncasy feeling that I could not well define. I could
not pronounce a word, and remained silent.

““You heard, I suppose,’ said the Colonel addressing the
Major, ‘that the commander-in-chief has just issued an
order to shoot the first sentry found asleep on his post,
as an example for others ?’

“ “ Yes—but I confess to a great desire to first try my hand
at shooting the phantom-dog,—or, whoever represents it.
I am determined to expose the trick ;' exclaimed the iras-
cible Major, who was a skeptic.

““Well, there is a good opportunity for you,—put in
the adjutant—‘I am just going to make my rounds and
examine the posts. Would you like to come with me?
Perhaps we will discover something.’

“ All readily assented. Not wishing to part from good
company, and being besides devoured with curiosity, I said
I would go. Major T** carefully loaded his revolver,
and—we started. It was a glorious night. A silvery vel-
vet moonlight fantastically illuminated the heights of

' Aladgin, towering high above us, and of Kizil-Tapa. An
unrufled stillness filled the air.  In both hostile cam})s all
was quiet. Here and there the faint tinkle of a volynka (a

kind of primitive guitar), and, nearer, the mournful cadence
of a soldier’s voice intoning a popular air, hardly broke
the dead stillness of the night; and as we turned an angle.
in the mountain path sounds and song abruptly ceased.

“ We passed through a lonely gorge and began mount-
ing a steep incline.  We now distinctly saw the chain
| of sentries on the picket line. We kept to the bush, in
the shadow, to escape observation; and, in fact, we ap-
proached unobserved. Presently, it became too evident that
a sentinel, seated upon a knoll, was asleep. We had come
within a hundred paces of him, when suddenly, from be-
liind a bush, darted a huge black dog, with a white star
on its forehead. O, horvor! It awas the Curo of Nede-
wilchef; 1 positively recognized it.  The dog rushed up to
the sleeping sentry and tugged violently at his leg. 1
was following the scene with intense concentratiom of at-
tention and a shuddering heart...when at my very ecar
there came the crack of a pistol-shot...1 starte({ at the un-
expected explosion... Major T—had fired at the dog; at
the same instant the culprit soldier dropped to the ground
in a heap.  We all sprang towards him.  The Major was
the first to alight from his horse ; but he had hardly begun
to lift the body, when a heart-rending shriek burst from
his hips, and he fell senseless upon the corpse.

“ The truth became instantly known; a father had killed
his own son.  The boy had just joined the regiment” as a
volunteer, and had been sent out on picket duty. Owing
‘to a terrible mischance he had met his death by the band
tof his own father,

“ After this tragedy, Cwro was seen no more.”

EAST INDIAN MATERTA MEDICA,
(INTRODUCTORY).
By Pandurang Gopal, G.G.M.C., F.T'S,

India, where Nature has been so bounteous, nay, lavish
in her gifts, has always presented the greatest inducements
to the zealous student of her forces. 1t was here that the
first progenitors of the Inunan race were matured physically
and ntelleetually.  Here the intellect of the Timan race
was first nartured under the influence of pictnresque na-
tural scenery, and fed on the sight of the multifarious
productions of organic nature ; and here, in the first dawn
of conscions cxistenee, it began reverentially to ap-
prehiend the fact of w Diving Lower, and acquired  powers
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of expression, language taking form, and sound, and
grace, mil a variety of original deflections and conjugations,
and growing after the lapse of unrecorded ages into those
majestic, yet melodious forms of thought which bound its
first offspring into a community of divine sympathy and
created a glorious and harmonions whole,

In India, thercefore, history finds those primitive grand
conceptions of nature, her forms, and all-pervidling forces,
which her highest form of creation, the typical man illus-
trates in himsclf.  To his remote sucecessor, the modern
European, is reserved the mere remoulding of the vast ex-
})eriencu of the Loary ages into a new structure of artificial

aws and deductions for the praduction of new 1eans of

earthly comfort, in what we now call conventionally, Nu-
tured, or Physical Science.

Without derogating from the honor justly due to mo-
dern discoverers of the laws of matter and motion, or un-
dervaluing their deductions, or universal generalisations
in the difterent branches of natural or physieal scienee, or
their numerous and trustworthy observations, conducted
in the spirit of truth, no reader of those venerable tomes
of inspired Aryan teaching, which reveal to us the pro-
found lore of old Indix’s sages, whether in graimmar, scienee
or philosophy, can fail to appreciate the original discoveries
of our forcfathers, or properly value the erude but systema-
tized observations of their unaided senses,

In cannot be denied that in their writings are found
such shrewd generalisations, and such descriptions of  such
matter-of-fact phenomena, as every sound intelleet must
apprecinte, and cherish as the first finished works of intel-
leet and imagination.  And, if we give a moment’s thought
to those vast extensions of power which our senses have re-
ceived in these latter days from such wonderful contrivances
as the genius of a Newton, Davoisier, Davy, Faraday, or
Tyndall has devised, we must feel but small and humble
when confronted with the evidences of thought and research
which have been bequeathed to posterity by sages and
seers like Atreya and Aguevesha, or, later on, by Charaka
and Dhanwantari.

The writings of these revered men have come to us,
through the changes and vicissitudes of ages, through strug-
gles for the retention of independence and power, through
ntellectual mists and chilling frosts, considerably detached,
or mutilated and interpolated for want of more genuine
guides. Their study was gradually neglected for want of
encouragenient from suecessive dynasties of crnel or sen-
sual rulers.  Thus the spirit of their teachings came to be
misapplied in practice, and their theories misunderstood in
principle.  The sources of new currents of thought were
dried up, and observation was neglected, to the detriment
of seience ns well as art.  The diagnoses of disease hecane
in time n matter of guess-work and uncertainty, and its
treatment empirical, hap-hazard, and dangerous.

In this dearth of the professors of scienee, however, the
nomenclature of discases with their classes arranged ac-
cording to the seat, origin, or nature, was transmited
through successive generations of enfeebled and depressed
intellects, and practitioners of the art were compelled  to
ply it on the borrowed and indireet testimony of legendary
accounts of supposed, and often fanciful, virtues of drugs
and their combinations.  Such unworthy followers of Sush-
ruta and Charaka being neeessarily dwarfed in intellect
and warped in observing powers, were compelled to live
largely on the credulity of their patients, or, by uacting in
a measurc on their imaginations and prejudices ; alternate-
ly seeking to kindle hope or excite fear of loss of health
and death ; they in themr tnen trusting to the mercy of
chanee, or to the fancied contrivances of an erring imagi-
nation.

This state of medical scicnce still prevails among the
Hindus, unhappily to a large extent, and were it not for
the establishment of a few schools for medical instruction
in India, where the study of physical science is obligatory,
would be likely to continue for somne time to come.

There is, at present, no prospect of resuscitating the
study of these works, except as a means of healthy intel-
leetual recreation, as the whole systein is based on an as-

smaption of 3 vilritees, or corruptions of the man, or vital
force residing in the human frame, to which the Aryan
physicians gave the conventional names of pitte (bile), véite
(nir), and Lapha (phlegm) ; to which some add the blood,
a fourth vikritee or transformed foree,  The modern reader
is therefore at onee inclined to reject the theory as well as
the deseriptions of discases based on that theory, as absurd
and without experimental proof. But these descriptions
need not deter any student of inedicine from following the
experience of these writers on the wore practical parts of
the subject ; viz, their knowledge of the propertics of sub-
stances used as remedies, and of speciol vivtves attributed
by them to certain drugs, which have not hitherto been
known or found.

This phase of the subject has recently attracted some
attention among the medieal graduates in Bengal, and
since the time of Dis. Wise and Ainslie, who first made
most creditable attempts at investigating the nature and
value of indigenous drugs used in native practice, Drs, Ka-
naya Lal Deva, and Mohideen Sherveef, of Madras, accom-
plished the most laborious and scientitic task of identifying
them, and of reducing the numerons synonyms for the
satne materials, which the vinions languages of Indin af-
ford, to order and precision.  Welave recently been pre-
sented with a veritable epitome of the whole range of
[ndian Materia Mediea by a Bengali edieal scholar, Dr,
Oodaya Chandra Datta, in a goodly volime in which the
reader can find a carefully classified wrrangement of medi-
cal substances, according to the three prineipal sonrees of
their production, viz, the mineral, vegetable, amd animal
kingdoms; with their Sanserit names, their Bengali or
Hindi equivalents, and  their moderm English or current
Latin appellations,  Each substanee is preceded by a des-
eription of the it used in practice, and accompanied by
noted formula: for its administration ; according to the
systematic arrangement of Cliakia-datta, the most system-
atic therapeutist of old, whose verses ave cited in anthority.,

The labours of these physicinns are deserving of one gra-
titude, and have opened to the native practitioner of me-
dicine in Indin a wide field of reseavele wherein to cultivate
an experience of the activd propertios of native remedies,
or their phiysiological action, in graduated as well as ho-
maopathic doses, on the different functions of the human
baody,

These anthors have supplied a reliable index to the
most ordinary medical virtues, but it is left to the future
investigator to separate their active principles, proximate
or remote, and furnish to the practising physician ready
and trustworthy means  to counteract norbid action, or
meet sueh indications for relict ag may boe warranted by
lis knowledge of the supposed  or proved actions on the
healthy human system.

The modern practitioner is too much imbued  with a
minute ncquaintance with the striieture of the human organs
and with a stereotyped kuowledge of their functions in
health (as contrasted with his idens o the signiticance ot
symptoms produced by proximate or remote causes of dis-
ease), to be actuated by o pure desive of influencing those
changes for a rcturn to health by means the most ready,
or the most nctive and certain of the desired effeet.  In
the treatment of discase the prevailing dogmas on the pa-
thology of any particular organ influence hin so much that,
in his desire to secm scientific or keep up his reputation
as a man of science, he often clings too serupulously to the
teaching of his school. He is consequently less fmpatient
to cure by the simplest or what at all events would seem
to be ecommmon-place remedies.  But we helieve a time will
come, when such high-class prejudices will give place to a
more matter-of-fact experience, and the practice of ra-
tional medicine will depend on remedies or measures suy-
gested cqually by modern pathology, with its rling Gale-
uical doctrine, sublater causa, tolliter effectus, and by
the doctrine of [alimemann, populirly ealled Howeeo-
pathy, the similia sincidibus carantur, provided only that
the drug proposed is proved by experience to be exactly
homaopathic of the syniptoms of discase.

We feel that we are just beginning o traverse the true
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paths of science, and if we cultivate experience in a trne
spirit, then with fresh advances i our knowledge of the
composition of organic products, and a surer acquaintance
with the physiology of vegetable scerctions, we may he
able to alight on the specific actions of these products as
influencing individual and isolated forees of animal lite,
And such results will tend to clearer indications for con-
trolling morbid actions, in the blood or in the tissues, to a
degree commensurate with the different manifestations of
that vital foree which feeds the organs and sustains their
healthy action.

We do not yet know how, out of many other pro-
ducts of our so-called European Materia Mediea, the dif-
ferent classes of vegetable bitters and astringents act, and
we are yet in the dark as to the veal significance of the
actions of what are ealled nervine stimmlants and tonics,
or, it you will, what arc known as nervine sedatives and
depressants.

Leaving out of mind other species o drags still credi-
ted with alterative properties, and which influence the
various or the primary centres of the sympathetic system

3 : . |
of nerves, we have yet to leawrn in what relation to the

various dynamical forces of the. human body these arti-
ficial classes of remedies stand.

We shall not, at this stage of our theme, tire the reader’s
patience with a consideration of what is assumed on hy-
potheses drawn from previous experience, as they can best
bo studied with the help of many exeellent works on the
subjeet.  We have merely to ask the indulgence of an at-
tentive perusal of what we will vender from the original
Sansgkrit of the classification and properties of substances
deseribed by the Aryan physicians, with the explanation
of their actions which modern physiology suggests,

We shall for the present. only seleet the more eopious
and the more reliable bhrameh of their researches, viz., the
vegetable Materia Mediea, and devote our future papers to
a consideration of the subjeet of the sensible properties ad
apparent uses of Aryan medicinal substances,

A STRANGE REVERY.
By K. P B
The query naturally su

D0

serving this © poor shadow™ of the Avyan land,—TIs the Sun

of Indic’s glory set never to rise again 2—a question that
comprehends in abstract all the philosophical, scientifie,
and even political interests affecling the country,  And
yet, how invaluable soever inits nuture the point be, an
answer to it is all hut impossible.  Hope, however, that
darling supporter of lnumnanity, never forsakes while there
is still life, and makes cevery loving heart tien sufficiently
credulous to faney at the Iast a speedy recovery,  Hence—
the propriety for a native Hindu taking counsel with him-
self:

Shall, then, our glorious Aryécaita lie always dark ?
No, she cannot ;—ske that yet takes pride in having
been the carliest quarter of civilization on the globe, the
first. hotbed of sciences, the oldest vepository of arts, and
the most ancient seat of Tearning and improvements ; the
land whenee such as Solon, Pythagorns, Aristotle, Ammo-
nius Saccas and Ptolemy drew their minds.  Where was
that wide-famed Republic then, or that time-hononred
mistress when thou, Queen of all Fairy Lands, wast already
shining with riches, grandeur, and refinement 2 Art not
thon the original archetype, from which the elder Egypt
copied her peculiar priesteraft 2 Was not thy wealth, as it
is to this day, the envy and ambition of the Dariuses, the
Alexanders, the Antonii and Maximii, as of those who pre-
ceded them even in earlier days ¢ What, then, has made
thee this day niggard all and worn ouat, to wail, darkling
under demolitions and depredations 2 Ah, MoTHER ! those
days of thine arc past, those thy glories lost, and even
those brave sons of thine that crowned thy beauty and
formed thy greatest pride. are gone—gone for ever i Such
mighty princes as Rama Chandra, Yidhistir, Asoka, and
Bikra-Maditya, kind, benevolent, generous and  magnani-
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mous ; monarchs, so much unlike those of the present day,
the tyrannical, oppressive, selfish, and debauched—thein-
selves immortals though mortal beiugs, where are they ?
Heroes like Laklimana, Bhismu, Drona, Karna and Arjuna,
whose very names were thy honour, whither are they gone ?
When will again arise sages like Jandka or Bilmikee,
Veda-Bydsa or Manu, Patanjali or Golitama—saints, whose
works and deeds have made them immortal, like the
Phaenix of old! The irresistible scythe of Time has
mowed them down, withal thy glories and power too,
The hateful Crescent first foreed in its way and did all but
complete thy ruin......

But “Providence protects the fallen:” the Cross at
length took up the Moslem’s pace, and redeemed (Heaven
willing) the disabled and captive Queen. So MOTHER,
despair not ! The breath that once inspired thy latent
spirits shall soon revive. A great aid 1s come to thee:
weeping so long in the wilderness, thy sighs shall now be
lieard—The Tnrosorist shall lead thy sons along.

Sneh being the importance of the worthy Journal and
its great originators.* the Theosophical Society, there
arises this “ Strange Revery” which I have made the
heading of this artiele, It is a revery, indecd, but neither
unaccountable nor inconsiderate—rather the issue of
ardent deliberation,—to wit, a eraving of the contributor
to have himself cnlisted as a Fellow of this great body.
He sceks thereby no name or fame, before the public. A
man of a philanthropic turn of mind, but in circunstances
of life little favourable to the end, he desires but to gratify
his desire to see himsell moving within the “ Universal
Brotherhood of Humanity,” He is not one of those “dark-
lantern visnges” that sceks to shed light but upon his own
path, and canse all around an wniversal gloom ; but one,
whose sonl generates in him an universal love. He is
really of one mind with the Theosophists on questions of
theology and sectarianism—or move properly, he is a
Hindw. Brahmin obeying the Liberalism of the Vedas,
Thus, he considers himself in ne way unfit, and is willing
to follow the prescribed rules of the Society. Favored by
such conclusions, and further, emboldened by the express
statement 1n the last number of the Journal that “The
Society’s members vepresent the most varied nationalities
Fand races, and were born and edueated in the most dis-

t

fsimilar creeds and social conditions ;" and also, that “ a cer-
tain number have scarcely yet acquired any definite helief,
but are in a state of expectancy;’ the writer strengthens
himself with the hope of success, and wishes the readers in
general to wateh the progress of aflairs with eyes of gene-
rosity and hope.

Every man of Avyan deseent should feel pride and ve-
Joice with the fullest heart over the establishment of snch
a mouth-piece, and uphold to the ntmost limit of his ca-
pacity this only medium of communication for him with
all the contemporary advanced nations of both the East
and the West.  Docs not this signalize a most remarkable
epoch in the revival of the Aryan people 7 To all who are
not blind, it most assuredly does.  No hesitation, therefore,
can there be, on the part of any sensible Hindu to resign
himself into the hands of the great “ Republic of Consei-
ence,” to enjoy God's free Light in company with those
who have made that phrase their peculiar watchword,

Jeypore, November Tth.

Next month we will give an account of the splendid
demonstration ou the 29th ult. to commemorate the open-
ing of the Theosophical Society's Library. It was a me-
morable event in Bombay.

Please write nothing on the fuce of Postal Cards, but
ouwr address,

* Our welcome contributor is a Rajput and imbued, apparently, with that
chivalrous ardor which ever characterized that wavrior race.  While digelaim.
ing for our journal or Society, all pretence of assuming the leadership, or
aspiving to anything more than a vory humble part in the great work of
Indian national reform, we nevertheless aflivm the sincerity of our motives,
apd publish without emendation our Brother's words, in the hope and belief
that his noble patriotisin will awaken respounsive echoes all over the land.
For the regeneration of India, must be cffected by the efforts of her own
children —-Fo, Tixos, )
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AN OLD BOOK AND A NEW ONL.,

Tho nineteenth eentury is the century of struggzle and strife,
par excellence ; of religious, politieal, socinl, and philesophical
conflict. ‘I'he biologists could and wounld not remain silent
witnessos of this memorable crisis.  Clnd from Lead to foot in
the pauopoly of exuet sciences ; havdened in Lattles agninst ig-
norance, superstition and fulschood, they rushed to their places
in tho vanks of the fighters und zs those buving authority
begnn the work of demolition.

But who destroys ought to vebuild s and exaet science does
notbing of the kind, nt lenst so far us the question of the highest
psychological aspirations of Lumanity is concerned.  Strange
to suy, yet nevertheless an incontroveriible fuet, the duty has
fullen upon the daily augmenting body of Spiritualists, to sweep
awny the mangled debris of the warfive, and rebuild from the
ruing of the past something more tangible, more unns=ailable
than the dreamy doctrines of theology.  From the first, Spiri-
tualizin has fortified its pozitions by ocular  demonstrations,
slowly but surely replacing fanciful hypothesis and blind fuith
with a series of phenomena which, when gennine invite the
erucial tests of the mnost exaeting experimentulists,

It is uno of the most curious features of the duy, to sce sei-
enco in her double 73f¢ of the nggressor and attacked.  And
it is  sight, indeed, to follow the steady advance of the columns
of *infidelity ” ngainst the strong-lolds of the Chureh, simnl-
tancously with the pushing buck of materinlism towards its last
intrencliments by the spivitualists.  Botli the fundamental doce-
trinos of theology, and the cold negations of science, have of
Inte been successfully sssailed by lewned and skilful writers,
Aud, it enn hardly be denied, that there nve strong  indieations |
of wavering on the part of both the attucked parties, with an .
evident disposition to capitulate. The ¢« Spenker’s Commentary,” |
followed by the new edition of the revised Lible, giving up as
it despairingly does, the hitherto trensured Mosuic miracles, und
the recent additions to the party of the Spiritoalists of more
thun of one great man of seicnce, ave impressive fuets,  Canon
Furrur, of Westminister Abbey, destroys  the old-fushioned be-
lief in the cternity of hell, and the veternn and learned  philo-
sopher, Dr, Fichito of Germany, dying, all but confesses his bc-i
lietf in the philozophy of Spirvitunlism !  Alus, for the Philis- |
tines of Biology ;5 this Goliath whom they bnt put forth as their!
champion was slain by a single medinm, md the spear which
scemed a3 big and strong * as a weaver's beam,” has piereed -
their own sides !

“ ‘I'he most recent development of this double conflict is a
work whicl comes just in time to pallinte the evil effects of
another one which preceeded it.  We refer to the © Mechanism of
Mun,” by Mv. Sergeant Cox, following tho “Die Anthropogenic”
of Professor Haueckel.  The latier had sown wind and reaped
the whirlwind ; and a furious hurricane it was atone time. ‘I'he
public hnd begun to look up to the Jena professoras to n new
saviour from the “ dark superstitions” of the forefuthers.  Rene-
tion had come.  Between the dying infullibility of the Churches,
the not over-satisfuctory results of Spirvitualism, and, for the
averngo masses, fur too deep and  philosophienl researclies of,
Herbeet Spencer, Bain, und the grent lights of exact Science
the public was hesitating and perplexed.  On the one hand, it
lind a strong, aud ever growing desive to follow a progress that
went hund in hand with science 5 but, notwithstanding its late
conjuests, science finds missing links at cvery step, dreary
Llanks in its knowledge, ¢ chasms' on whose brink its votaries
shudder, fearing to crosz.  On the other lund, the absurdly un-
just ridicule east npon the believers in phenomena, hield buek
the general publie from  personal investigation.  True, the
Church or rather the * schoolmen’s philosophy,” miscalled Chris-
tinnity, ns Huxloy has it, was daily offering to compromise, and
with but n slight effort of diplomacy one might remain within
the fold, while disbelieving even ina personal devil, without
risking to ¢ smell of the tnggot,”

But the spell was broken and the prestige quite gone,
faith there is no middle ground. It must be either completely
blind, or it will sce too much.  Like water, it censes to be pure
as saon ns the smallest foreign ingredient is introducced.

The public is abig child ; cunning yet trusting, diffident and
yet eredulons.  Isit eause for wonder then, that while it hesi-
tated between the conflicting parties, n mun like Iaeckel, vuin
and presumptuous, notwithstanding Lis great learning, ever
veady to dogmatize upon problems for the solution of which
humanity has thivsted for ages, and  which no trae philosophi-
eal mind will dure presume (o answer conelusively—secured
nt one time the greatest attention for his Anthropogeny ¥ Be-
tween men like Balfour Stewart, Dubois Raymond, and other .
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honest scientists, who confess their ignorance, snd one who
proclaims that he has solved every riddle of life, and that nature
has dizelosed to him her Inst mystery, the public will rrely
hesitate,  As one of Ilneckel's eritics remarks, a street quack,
with his pauncen medicine, will often xecure a far more liberul
anmd numierons audienee than an honest and enutious physicinn,
Authropogeny lins plnged more minds info o profound mn-
tevinlism than any other book of which we have knowledge.
Even the great Huxley was at one time inclined (see * Darwin
and aneckel,” Pop. Seience Monthly for Marel 1575), more
than was needed, to support Haeckel's views, and lnud his hook,
which hie ealled % a milestone indieating 1he progress of the
theery of evolution,” a “real live hook, full of power nnd
genius, nnl based upon o foundution of practieal, originul work,
to which few living men can offer w purallel.”  Whethier the
father of Protoplasm coutinues to think o to this day, is
amatter  of little consequence, though wo doubt it.  The
publie, at least, was zpeedily dizabused Ly the combined ettorts
of the greatest minds  of Enrvope.

In thix famous work of Ilneckel’s, not only is man refusel a
psonl, but an aneestor is furced upon hira, in the shape of the
| formless, gelntinons Bathybius Hacchelis,—the protoplasmic
troot of man—which dwele in the slime at tho bottom of the sens
i “before the oldest of the fussiliferous rocks were deposited.”
CAaving transformed himself, in good time into a serie: of in-
| tevesting animals—some consisting of hut one bowel, and others
cof a single nose (Monorhinae ), nll cvolved ont of Professor
Hacckel's futhomless ingennity, our genenlogical line is led up
to, nd ztops nbruptly at the soulless man !

We have nothing whatever against the physieal side of the
theory of evolution, the general theory of which we thoroughly
aecept ourselves ; neither against lueckel’s worms, fi-hes, mam-
mals, nor, linally, the tiilless anthropoid—ull of which he in-
troduces to fill np the hiantus between npe aud man—as our
forefuthers,  No more o we object 1o his inventing numes for
then wmud conpling them with his own, What we object to is
the utter unconcern of’ the Jenn professor as to the other side
of the theory of evolution : to the cevolution of xpivit, silently
developing and asserting itself more and more with every newly
perfeeted form,

What wo nguin objeet to is that the ngenuons evolutionist
not only purpescly negleets, but in several pluces netunlly sneers
at the idea of a spivitual evolution, progressing hand in land

.

with the phy=ical, though he might have done it as scientifienl-

ly as ho did the rest and—more honestly. e woull thereby
have missed, perhaps, the untimely praises of the protoplasmic
uxley, but woun for his Anthropogeny the thanks of the publie,
Per se, the theory or evolution is not new, for every cosmo-
gong—cven the Jewizh Genesis; for him who understands it—
hins it. Aod Manie who veplaces speninl evention with periodi-
enl revolutions or Pralayas, followed, many thousands of years
ago, the chain of transformation from the lowest unimal (o the
Lighest—man, even more comprehiensively if less scientifically
(in the modern senze of the word) than Hueckel, Had tho
lutter held more to the spirit of the wmoedern discoveries of bLio-
logy and physiology than to their dead-letier and his own theo-
ries, he would have led, perhiaps, a new hegirn of scicnee sepn-
rating itself violently from the cold materinlism of the nge. No
one—unot even the staunchest apostle of Positivisim—will deny
that the more we study the orginizms of the nnimal world, aund
assure onvselves that the orgau of all psychical manifestation is
the nervous system, the more we find the neeessity of plunging
deeper into the metaphysical world of psychology, beyomd the
boundury line hitherto marked for us by the matevialists. ‘The
ling of dewareation between the two maldes of lite of the vege-
table md animal worlds is yet terra incognite for every natu-
ralist.  And no wmore will any one protest agninst the seienti-
fically established truism that intelligence wmanifests itself in
direct proportion with the cercbrul development, in the conse-
cutive series of the unimal world,  Tfollowing then, the develop-
ment of this system alone,—from the nutomuatic wmotions pro-
dueed by the simple process of what is called the reflex action
of the nascidinn mollusk, for instance, the instinctive motions of
the bee, up to the highest order of mmumalinns and ending,
finally, with man—if we invacinbly find an unbroken ratio of
steady inevense in cerebral development, hence—a correspond.
ing increnso of reazoning powers, of intelligence,—the dedue-
ticu becomes irvesistible thut there muost be o spivitunl as well
as a physicul evolution.

This is the A. . C. of pliysiology. Awl are we to be tolid
that there is no further development, no future evolution for
man 72 Tlat theve is a0 prospect on earth for the cuterpillar o
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become
form, and for every bird to live after it has vid itself of its shell,
whilo for mun, who has evoluted from the lowest to the highest
point of physical and mental dovelopment on this earth, ail
further conscions, sentient development is to be arvested by the
dissolution of his material erganization 2 That, just as he has
renched the culminating point, nnd the world of sonl begins un-
folding before his mind 3 just as the assurance of another nnd
u better lifo begins dawning upon him 3 his memory, reason,
feeling, conscionsness, intelligenee, and all bis highest nspira-
tions are to desert him in one brief moment, nnd go out into
eternal darkness 2 Were it so, knowledge, scienee, life, and
all nature iteelf, would be the most idiotic of furces? If we
are told that such a vesearch does not pertain to the proviuce
of positive sciences, that no exact and accurate deducticns are
to bo made out of purely metnphysical premisses, then we will
enquire, why should then deductions, ag hypothetical deduc-
tions, from purely imnginury datn, as in the ense of Ilneckel's
Bathybins and tailless anthropoid, be nccepted as ecientitic
truthis, n8 no such missing link  has ever yet been found, any
more thun it has been proved that tho unverteliented moner, the
grand parent of the lovely amphioxus, or that philosophical
recluse—the Bathybius, ever existed ?

But now, peace to the ashes of our diveet ancestor ! The
venerable Professor Vivchof, backed Ly au army of infuriated
unturslists, passing like the powerful khamsin, the wind of the
desert, over the plains of hypothetical speculations, destroyed
all our best hopes for o eloser acquaintanee with onr noblo re-
latives of the slimy ocoze.  Beginning with Bathybins, whom
e dragged out of his see-mud—to show he wns not thore—-the
Berlin savant evinced no wmore respect for the Simiae Catarr-
kinae, (our tail-Llessed ancestor) whom he hurled back into
non-being.  Ile weut further aud crushed out of existence
even tho beautiful tailless ape—the missing link ! So strong
was the renction of thought ns to the mevits of [lueckel’s work,
that it well nigh knocked off his legs even the innocent though
first cnuge of Anthropogeny—ihe great Charcles Davwin, him-
self.

But the wischief is done, mud it requires mighty powerful
restoratives to bring the ex-ndmires of IIacckel back to a belief
in the huwan soul.  Sergennt Cox’s ““The Mechanism of Man ¢
An Answer T'o The Question : What Am 12" now in its
third edition, will vemain as one of the most powerful answers
fo the soul-destroying sophistry of laeckel and his like, It
is quite refreshing to find that & work upon such an unweleome
subject—to the men of science—n book which treats of pey-
chology nnd its phenomenn, is so engerly welcomed by the edn-
eated publie.  In reviewing it, a London weekly very truly
remarks that, *“The Scientists have had a cupital time of it
lately ; they have been able to raise a cloud of doubis about
the most serions questions of life ; but they have not been able
ta solve one of the difficultics they raised. Into the arenn which
they occupicd few men dared to eater and withstand them, so
thut tho bonstful ery the Scientists raised hns goune echoing
far and wide, that the old foundations of beliel in Immortality
were myths, fit for weakminded people.  In Sergeant Cox,
however, the timid believers have found champion able to fight
the Scienists  with their own weapous ; nble to pursue the
theories raised by them to their ultimate conelusions : able to
unmask the pretentious nrrogance of men who would destroy
simply hecause they cannot appreciate ; men who would puil
down, but eannot build up anything to take the place of the
wrecked steueture,”  But wo will now let the nuthor spenk
for himsell :

“The Scientists began by denial of the facts awd phenomena,
not by disproof of them ; by arguinent d priori that they cannot be
and therefore are not.  That failing, Lthe next step was to discredit
the witnesses. They were not houest ; if houest they were not
competent ; if competent by general intelligence and expervience, in
the particular instances they were the victims of illusion or delu-
sion, That is the present position of the controveray. The asser-
tion is still repeated here, with entire confidence, that the Mechanism
of Man is directed and deterimined by some intelligent force within
itself ; that the existence of that force is provml"»y the facts and
phenomena attendant upon the motions of that mechaniam in its
normal and its abnormal conditions ; that this force is by the sume
evidence proved to Le the product of gom-'hing other than the mo-
lecular mechanism of the body ; that this something is an entity
distinct from that molecular slructure, capable of action beyoud
and apart from it ; that this Something is what ix ealled Souw, and
that this soul lives after it has parted from the body.”

This subject, that man Aasn soul—which fo many men of
science, eepecially physicians and  physiologists deny—is tven-
ted in the work under notice with the utmost ability. Num-

a butterfly, for the tadpole to develop into n higlmr! herless new. avennes—as the result of such a knowledgo when

" the most obstinate disenzes,
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proved—are opened to us by this able pioncer ; and under hig
skilful trentment that hope which was blighted for the momeunt
by the brutal hand of Desitivism, is rekimdled in the render’s
Lreast, and death iz made o loso its tervors, So confident is
the author that upoen the solution of this enigmn—which is
one but to those who will not see—depend the most important
questions to hiumanity, such ns disease, old age, chronie and
nervous sullerings, many of which are now considered ns be-
youd human help, that he thinks that a pevfeet nequaintanee
with psychology will be of that utmost Lelp in treating even
e pointedly rveminds his render
that,

“ It seems scarcely eredible, but it is literally true that the
most learned physician cannot tell us by what process any one me-
dicine he ndministers perforins its cures ! He can say only that
experience has shown certain effects as often found to follow the
exhibition of certain drugs.  But he certainly does not kuow /ow
those drugr produce those effects, It is strange and listressing to
observe what irrational prejudices still prevail in all matters con-
nected with the physiology of body and mind, and their mutual
relationship  and influences, even among persons otherwise well
informed and who deem themselves educated. It is still more strange
that not the least prejudiced nor the least instructed in these
subjects are to be found in the profession whose business it is to
keep the buman machine in sound working condition.”

Sorgeant Cox need searcely hope to count the practicing
physicinns among his admivers.  Ilis last remark is more ap-
plieable to Chinese medicine, whose practitioners nro paid by
theiv patients only so lovg ag they preserve their health, and
have theiv pay stopped at the first symptom of disense in their
patrons—thau in Europe. It scems rather the **business,”
of the European doctor to keep the human machine in an wn-
sound condition,”  Human enffering is for Luaropean physi-
cinng, as the torments of purgatory the pricst—n perenninl eourco
of income.

But the author snggests that ¢ the cause of this ignorance of
the laws of life, of Mental DIhysiology and of DPrychology” is

s that “they are not stoadied as we study the strueture which thnt

Life moves and that Intelligence dirvectz” 1le nrks whether
it has “never occurred to the Physician and the Mental Philo-
sopher that possibly in the laws of life, in (he physiology of
mind, in the relationship of the conseious Sclf and the body,
more even than in the structure itself, are to be found tho eanses
of many of the waladies to whieh that strueture is subject,
Therefore, that in the investigntion of these lnws the reeret
is to songht of the operation of remedies, rather than in the
moleculnr structure where for ceuturies the Doctors have been
exclusively hunting for them with so little success ? ™

Dr. Wi, A, Hammeond, of New Yok, the famous professor
of disenses of (he mind nnd nervous eyetem, experimented for
years with the celebrated © Perking' tractors.” metal dises, whose
fame at one time uearly came to grief, through the cunning
fraud of an Knglizh speculator.  ‘T'his man, who was making a
specinlty of the metallic treatment, was detected in imitating
the expensive gold, gilver, copper, and nickel rings, with rings
of wood painted or gilded.  But tho results were not changed ;
patients were cured ! Now this is o clear case of psychologienl
mesmerie power. Aund Dr. IHammond himself ealls it
“nothing more than the power of one mind over another.”
This noted materialist is thronghly convineed that if one person
suggests an iden to another who has complete fnith in that
person’s power, the one acted upon will experience all the sen-
entions tho operator may suggest to him.  Ile has mado a num.
Ler of experiments and even publizhed presumnbly learned papers
upon the subject.  And yet Mesmerism, Spirvitunlism, and ocenlt
psvehological phenomena in general, upon the investigation of
which fergeant Cox lays the greatest stress, have no bitterer
enemy or more active opponent that the New York celelwity,
We need only reeall his doginatic attitude in the ense of Miss
Mollie Fancher, of Brooklyn, n respeetable young givl who,

"according to the statemeut of Dr. Charles I&. West, has lived

without auy food for over nine yenrs.  This extrnordinary girl
never sleeps—her frequent trances being the only rest sho ob-
tning 3 she rends sealed letters ns though they were open 3 des-
eriber distant friends 3 thouglh completely blind, perfeetly dis-
criminates colours 5 aud finally, though her right hand is rigidly
drawn up behind her head, by a permanent paralysiz, makes
enbroidery upon ennvas, and produces in wax, without having
taken a lesson in the art, and with weither a knowlege of hotany
nor even models to capy, flowers of a most marvellously naturnl
appearance.  In the case of this phenomenal patient, there nre
numbers of thoroughly velinblo and well educated witnesses to
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textify for the genuineness of the phenomenn,  The joint testi-
mony of several respectnble clergymen, of DProfessor West, of
Mr. H. Parkhurst, the astronomer, and of such physicians as Dr.
Speir, Ormiston, Kissam and Mitchell, is on record.  With «ll
this examined and proved, Dr. Hammond, notwithstanding his
personn) experience of the * power of mind over matter,” had
not n jut to give the veporter in explanation of the plienomenon,
but the words **humbug L..a clemr case of deception !...Simply
the deception of a hysterical givl, Sir”,..*% But has thie deceived
all these clergymen and physiciang, aud for years 7 inquired
the reporter.

* Oh, that’s nothing, Clergymen aro the most gullible men
in the world, and physicians who have not made n study of
nervous discases are npt to be imposeil upon by these givls”,..
(The N. Y. Sun, of Nov, 25th, 1878).

We doubt whether even Sergeant Cox's sble book, though
lie is Prezident of the Psychological Society of Great Dritnin
aud ought to be n competent witness, will make nuy more im- |
pression upon such a mind us that of the physician Hammond
than o ball of snow upon the rock. And since the multitude
sufters itzelf tobe led by such sciolists ns he, this able book
may have to wait another generation before receiving that meed
of npprecintion which it merits,  Aund yet, no author treating
on psychology has ever built up with more scicutifc precision
or force of argument his proofs of the existence of a soul inman,
aud its manifestation in the “ mechanism of man.”  Ile con-
cludes the work with the following remarks s

* Scicntists may sneer at Psychology as being visionary science,
based upon mere assumption mnl dealing with that whose very
existence is problematical.  But its subject matter i3 as real as
that with which they deal. Even were it not so, the wmore im-
portant it would be that the study of it should be pursued,
with an honest endeavour to ascertain if the foundation on which
it is erected be sound or bascless—that if, after due investi-
gation, it be fonwd to be false, the world nay cease fromy a vain
Iubor ; but that, if it be proved a truth, Man way have the bles-
sed assunuce that, as a fuet and not erely as o fudth, he lum]
a Soul and inherits un homortality,” i

We wish all such learned authors completest suecess in their |
noble cflorts to bring baek humanity to the Light of ‘Truth— |
but we hnve but little hope for the X1Xth century. :

NOCTURNAL THOUGIITS
ON NEWSPATER CLIPPINGS.

We begin with a strange story from the Gainesville Lagle—
an Ameriean journal :— ‘
“Sume  time ago Dr. Stephienson was prospecting the vast |
hornblemle and chloritic slate formation between Gainesville and
Jetterson, aud found asingular vock ou the lund of My, rank Har-
rison, which he considers one of the most intevesting and inex-
plicable ln'oductious of the laws of chewical aflinity, The boulder
of hornblende  weighs nearly a ton, is black, and crystalized
through it in scnms:\T»outonc-cighth of an inch thick of white
quartz ure the figures 1791, They are about fouwr inches long
and plwed at equal distances from cach other. It is commmon
in all plutonic rock 1o see seans of qurtz traverse the granile,
gneiss, hornblende and other classes of rocks in various directions,
from one-eighth of an inch to a foot or more, which sometimes
cross cach other, but never with the regulivity and symnetry of
this. It has not Leen oue thousand years since the Avab invented
our numerals, from 1 to 10, and we find here in porfeet form
the sume figures, mmle by the laws of chemical aflinity on the
oldest rocks, whiclh formed the crust of the earth countless wil-
lions of years before there wasw vegetable or animalin existence,”

It may be a meaningless freak of nature, and it may be the
freak of n scnzationnl aud not over serupulous reporter : cither
is possible, and a great enution is certainly required, hefore we
credit such an extraordinavy picee of news. Dut what is a
freak of uature 7 The effeet of a natural cause ;3 not even a;
“frenk " can happen otherwize.  And yet, when this canse is !
evident who ever presues to go nny decper into its ovigination ¥
Not the seientists; for these generally lenve the prior canses to inke
care of themselves.  Same superstitious souls and the Chivistinns |
might attribute the mysterions figures to some oceult md even
a most intelligent cnuse. Some many see - conneetion between
them and the French revolution 5 others with the finger of God
Himzelt, who traced them for some unfuthomuble reason, to seck
1o penctrate which would bo a sacrilege.  But now, times and
men are changed.  The strong-backed, convenient muid-of-rll-
work cnlled “ Will of God” and ¢ Providence,” upon which
these aminble and unconscions blasphemers (regavded as very
pious Christians) pile all the garbage aud evils of imperfeet
nature—has o timo of pest, The All-Perfect is no more held
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respongible for cvery calamily and inexplicable event, except by
n few of the above-nnmed pious souls.  Lenst of ull by the men
of science. The Christian * Will of God " in company with the
Mahomedan Kismet ure handed over to the ewmotional Metho-
dist aud the irvepreszible Moolals,

Ience, the eause of the figures—if fizures there are—comes
within the category of scientific rescarch.  Only, iu this cuze,
the lntter must be tuken in its broadest sense, that which em-
braces within the area of natural sciences psychology, nml even
metaphysies.  Consequently, if this story of the marvellons
boulder should prove something more than a newspaper henx,
originating with an idle reporter, we will have, perhaps, some
comments to offer. . We may then, strengthen owr arguments
by giving a few sentences from a curions manuseript belong-
ing to u Pellow of the ‘Theosoplical Seciety in Germany, n
learned mystic, who tells us that the document is already on
its way to India, It isa sort of diary, written in those mys-
tical chwracters, half ciphers, half alphnbet, adopted by the
Rozicrucinns during the previous two  centuries, aud the key
to which, is now poszessed by only a very few mysties.  Its
author is the famous and mysterious Count de St. Germaing
he, who Lefore and during the Freneh Revolution puzzled and
almost terrified every capital of Europe, and some crowned
Ieads ; mnd of whom such a number of weird stories are told.
All comment, now, would be premature. The bare suggestion
of there leing anything more mysterious than a blind  freak ”
of nature in this particular find, is calenlated to raize a scorn-
ful lnugh from every quarter, with the exception, perhaps of
some Spiritualists—and theiv matural allies, the Theosophists.

Our spnce is seant, so we will make room for another, and
far more extiaordingry story, endorsed by no less a personage
thau Mwrshal Mac-Malion, ex-President of the Republic of IFrance,
and credited—as in religious duty bownd-~by some hundred
millious of Roman Cutholics.  We adwit it the more willingly
sinee, lid nny such story originated with cither the Theoso-
phists ov the Spiritualists, it would lhave been straightway
vidiculed and set dowu as n cock-and-bull fuble.  DBut cireume
stances alter eazes—with the Catholies ;s none, however skeptienl
at heart, will dare langh (above his breath) at a story of super-
natural *miracles” worked by the Madonna and her Saints,
or by Sataand his impx. For soeh “mivneles ™ the Churel
liolds a patent,  The fuet tacitly conceded, it not always =cevetly
believed, by such a tremendous Lody of Christinns for any one to
dizeredit the power of the devil, even in this age of free thought,
makes Liim ranked at once with the despised infidels.  Ouly
the Spivitmlizts and  ‘T'heosophists have mawde  (hemselves
culpable in the eyes of the panegyrizts of reason, and deserve
to be enlled * lunaties” for believing in phenomena produced by
natural enuses. Even Protestants are warned against pooh-

" poohing the story we here quote s for they too, are bound by

their Calvinistic md other dogmns to believe in the power of
Satun—-u power accorded the Enemy of Man by the ever inseru-
table—** Will of God.”

A Srawrnaxeg  Stonv: Mansnan MeManon’s STiraNce
ApveENrune IN ALciers,—is the senzational title given to the
letter of a correspondent, by the Catholic Mirror of Baltinore
{Sept. 13, 1879), in copying it trom the New-York World,
We print the nareative in full :

“Sir-- One day when talking with a well-known man in Lundon, the
snbject of Spiritnalism cine np, Referving to the late Empueror
Napoleon's belief in the great delusion of the day, my friend l('}ll ne
that he was once at a grand dinner in Parvisat which many notables
were present, and the following incident occurred. A member of the
Tmperial Court was telling about My, D, D, Home's expleits at the
Tuileries ; how that in his prescnce a table wans cansed to float from
the loor to the ceiling with the Emperor seated nponit, and by no
visible power 3 and other similay tades. When the gentleman had
finished, Mishal MaeMahon, whio was present, said, “That reminds
e of s experience of mine,” which was as follows 0 Tt was when |
wis a sub-oflicer in Algiers that the aftuiv I o abiont to speak of took
place. ‘The men of my cotunand wercmostly mives, and we had been
much trouhled by the Jarge number of deaths and mysterious disap-
pearances which had taken place muong them, wnd we had taken great
Pains to find out the canses, but were unable todoso. T had ander-
stood that the men were given to the practice of neeromaney and the
worship of strange gods, - Indecd, | had myself seen many remarkable
feats performod by thend il it wis therefore no great surprise to me
when an old sergeaunt, who had heard e express my intention to
ferret ont the mysteries, ciie to me and, incac timid manner, sugges-
ted that it was generally believed by the soldicis that a certain corpo-
ral could tell more about them than any one el ifhe chose. ‘This
corporal 1 had noticed asa an who Jdid hisduty perfectly, but had
little or nothing to sy toany vne, and always went about alone. e
was from the interior of Africa, tall; giuut, with long, dear-cut fea-
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tures of remarkably stern expression, and the most remarkalle eyes |
ever beheld.  Indeed, it was not extraordinary that he should be said
to have ‘the evil eye, for if any one ever possessed that power it was
he.

‘Bent on finding out the mysteries, I zent for the corporal, and told |

him that I had understood (hat he could tell me abiout them and that
hie must doit. At first he appeared confused. and began Lo mutter to
himself, finally saying he knew nothing aliout the matter ; but, when
1, putting onmy sternest look, tald him that 1 knew hie could make
an explanation, and that, inless he did xo, T woukd lave Lim ponished,
he drew hitself up, and, giving e a long and penetrating look, said
that Leing punished would make no difference to him, Lut that, if 1
was g0 anxious to know the mystervies, I must go with him alone toa
certain place at midnight, when the meen was in the thivd quanter. if
1 had courage enough todo o without telling any one of my object or
trip, and that then he would show me the canses of the deaths and
disappenrances 3 otherwise, he wonld tell e nothing, puvish hin as
1 lllig‘lb. Without acceding Lo or refusing his steange request, 1 dis-
missed him, and, poudering on his proposal, T walked towareds the
nmess.  The place the corporal had mentioned wasaclumyp of halfa
dozen trees, situated abont threc-quarters of a mile outside of our
lines on the cdge of the desert. At fivst, 1 was inclined te think that
it was a plot to rob or murder me, and my impulse was to think no
mare of it ; necordingly. T (ol the oflicers at the niess, and various
was the advice 1 received, some to go amd some not. However, on
thinking the matter over, [ resolved nob to appear afeaid to go atany
rate 5 so, after having quictly examined the spot to see if there were
any pit-falls ov ehances for wnbush, and tinding the ground sineoth
aued solid s no chance for approach in any direction without dis-
covery, I resolved to go, and. sending for the corporal, told him iy in-
tention of accepting his projosal.  Ashe turned away, T noticed his
eyes glewm with ahnost liendish delight, which was not caleuluted to
reassure me. On the appointed night, T starcted out with hing, and
nothing was suid by cither until we reached the spot 3 here his manner
suddenly changed, aud, from the subdued and alniost servile hearing
of the soldier, beeame stern and aunthoritative.  Then he ordered me
to remove everythivg metallic Teom my person s at this 1 felt sure that
he had a plan to rob e, but, as 1 had gone too far to withdraw, and
partly thinking it might be ouly a ot of his perforinnce to require
thig, [ accordingly took oft my sword, anel my purse and wadel from
wmy pockets, and hung e ona convenient branch, thinking this
would be enough 3 Lut he insisted that T must remove everything
metallic orall would bein vain, 1 then took off everything except
my underclothing, and said all was gone. At this heappenved pleased,
and stripped himself entively, then, drawing a cirele wround Jiimself
on the ground, he commanded e that, whatever hould happen, 1
rhould not venture within it.

¢ He then said he was prepavesd nnd would make everything clear
to me provided 1 said nothing and id nothing,  Then, naked an he
wity, standing en the grass, he hegan o series of ineantations, and,
standing up straight in frout of we, and looking e in the eye, he
)uddenly heanme righl and o soddenly disappeared hke a flash,
Until then the moen was shining hrightly avonnd, and his form stoml
out clem-cut against the sky, but as I anbhbed my eyes to Jook, it

suddenly beeame dark and aclap of thunder sonded, after which it |

became clear again, and as it did so a cohnnn of smoke arose from
where the inan had stood,  This wradually vesolved itselfy strange
to say, into the e hitmself, but e appeaved teansigured ;s Fis fuee,
which before was stern, had now hecome fiendish and terrible, and
his eyes flashed five.  Ax [ looked, his gnze biansfixed me and my
hair began to rise, A his look continned 1 heard screams as of agony,
and his expression suddenly cianging to one of terror, he cried, point-

ing tomy breast, * You havelied.” As he said this there was flash

of light with a loud report, and he hal again disappeared, and all
was clear moonlight aronnd,  As e had pointed to my breast, 1
fuvoluntarily put my hand up wml felt a little leaden medal of the
Virgin under my <hivt, which | haol quite forgotton whein removing
my clothes,  Almost thualer struck with the whole scene, seeing
no man visible and fearing then an attack, 1 rusheld to the tree
where iy things were, 1 seized my sword, and wax astonished to
find it go hot that T could hardly hold it.  Calling alond the man's
name, I ran quickly aronnd the clump of trees and looked in vain
iu every direction for him, ‘The moon was then shining brightly,
and any dark figure rauning or lying down could casily he seen on
the light sand, Seizing my clothes 1 hastily polled them on and
ran as fust us I could to the barracks. At once I ealled out the guanrd
and, monnting my=elf, gave orders to scour the country in every
direction, and bring every one found to e, Bot it was all in vain,
for after hows gearching no traces coulld be fonmd of any one, amd
all T had for my pains was that the men, surprised at my swdden
appearance and strange orders, simply supposed that I had become
temporaiily insane. I said nothing, however, ad the next day
after voll-call the corporal was repoerted absent, I had search «uiet-
ly wade for him for some time, but he has never turned up from
that day to this’ Silence reigned for some time at that table,
varivus dignified leads were scratched and quizzieal expressions
assumed,  Fimally the silence was broken hy the question, ¢ How
do you account for it, Marshal ¥’ The Muarshal quietly smiled,
and said, ¢ Ldonw't account for it And your waleh 7 said another
gentleman, Al veplied the Marshal, “that is what I consider the
most remarkable thing.  The next day when I went back to the
place I not only found my watch and the remainder of iy things, but
the corporal’s things were also there, aud the whele place seetncd
undisturbed,”” E, B,
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Unlike the Marshal, we have something to sny. The Spiritu-
alists would advanee a very cagy and well known theory to “nc-
count” for it, nud the Theosophists—though, perhaps, slightly
tmodifying i, would follow cuit.  Dut then, they would have the
great body of Roman Catholics against them. Their theory, or,
cehall we say, “infallible dogma™ 7—is, if the story be true, that
the Arab corpornl Iind sold his sonl to the Father of Evil.  But,
though presumably all powerful for mischief, old Nick found
his match in the leaden charm, or medal of the Virgin ; and,
U guazhing his teeth had to fuke (o his heels before the  presence

of the image of the Queen of Henven, Well, one theory isas gool

as any other wlhen we come to hypotheses.  But then,—the in-
fidels might ask—why not give a slight extrn etreteh to that
divine power, and rid humuanity at once and for ever of that
ctertal mizchiel~maker, who, *“us n roaring lion, walketh about,
secking whom he may devour ” ? Weak is humanity and ful-
teving the steps of man!  Why not, at one clip, save it from
v the snares of the devil 1 the more 0 as humnnity, if ineapable
cof resisting such u power, is weak through no fault of its own,
but again beeause it co plensed kind Providenee 2 Surely, iff
a simple lenden amulet has suel the virtne of putting to
flight the devil, how much more ought the blessed Virgin lier-
sclf to do. Eepecinlly, sinee of Jale she has taken to visiting
in person nnd so often the famous grotto at Loutdes,

But then—dreadful thought '—how could the wicked be sen-
tlenced to cternal perdition 7 Whither could the sinner direet
his trembling steps, when once that kingdom ““where their
worm dieth not, and the fire is never quenched ™ is annexed
by the Romizh Imperial Raj of Heaven ? Impnssable chiasm,
sharp horns of o dilemma ! So long as it bears its nane, Chris-
tinnity cannot get rid of the devil, without, so to sy com-
mitting a most dreadful, unthinkable suicide.  Some ycars ago
he pious aud loly Cardinal, Father Ventura de Rauliea ex-
o pressed his opinion upon the sulject.  * To ‘demonstrate,” ho
says, ‘“the existence of Satnn, is to 1c-cstablish one of the
Jundamental dogmas of the Chureh, which serve as a¢ ba-
sis for Christianity, and without which it would bo but a
tname...”  And, the very Catholic Chevalier Agénor des Mous-
genuX adds,—Sutan is “ the Chief Pillar of Faith...... Dut for
Lim, the Saviour, the Crueified, the Redeemer, would be but
the most ridieulons of supernumeraries, amd the Cross an insult
to good scuse.”  (Mocurs ot Pratigues des Demons—p. 10.)

Thus we sce that the next and most logical move of the in-
fallible Churel would be to institute a yearly vote of thanks—n
Te Deum—to the Devil.  “Thisx happy thought is not eopy-

: righted, and his Holiness is weleome toit.

i1 Fhie more ro, us it seems that ngain, for some inscrutable and
providentinl reasons better known in heaven than comprehended
upon enrth, not only the Devil, but even simple mortals are
allowed to do the deeds of durkness.  In the following horri-
fying trick, played lately at the above mentioned miracle work-
ing grotto of Lourdes, we find the ** Protectress” utterly incapablo
of protecting even herself.  We copy this ead tale of human in-
fuiay alzo from our pious contemporary— 7he Catholic Mirror :

DrskeraTioN AT LoUrbEs.— A very stange story comes to us from
France—a story difficult to credit, hut our authorily is trastworthy,
All who have heen to the miraculons shrine at Lourdes must have
heen struck by the number of trophies that are the offerings of pious
pilgrimg, or that the quick recurring iracles have collected in the
Place.  Thereis a touching appropriateness in the devotion that
makes the grateful pilgrin offer at the shrine the mementoes of his
disease which the mercy of heaven have rendered useless.  All the
walls at Lourdes were hung with crutches, and wooden legs, and
rooden «rms, Lo which serolls were altached with dates and names
authenticating the miracles.  These trophies, it appears, excited
the malignity of the unbelievers. It was a hard thing to scoff at the
miracles with such visible testimony of their trath before the eyes of -
the world.  ‘Iherefore it was resolved that the testimony must be
destroyed.  Tu the dead of the night some miscreants penetrated to
the shrine, the religions trophies were colleeted in # heap and set in
flunes.  They were reduced (o ashes, A beautiful rose tree that
gprang from a cleft in the rocks was destroyed by the fire, and the
face of the statue of the Vivgin was scorched and blackened by the
smoke. It would be diflicult in all history to find a parallel for thig
dastardly and disgraceful outrage hy these @ apostles of reason and
liberty.”

The “apostles of reason and liberty ” are eriminals, and ought
to be punished—as incendinries.  But the majesty of the Law
once vindicaled, onght they uot, as “ apostles of reason” to he
allowed fo respeetfully put n few questions to their judues ?
As, for instance: how is it tlat “our blessed Lnd; of
Lourdcs.',” g0 prompt at producing “ miracles” of the most
astounding character, passively suffered such an appalling personal

outrnge ?  That was just the moment to show her power, con.
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found the “infidels,” and vindicute her “mirvacles.” A better
opportunity was never lost.  As it iz, the eriminals scorch and
blacken the face of the statue nnd—get nway unscorched, even
by the fire of (the Catholic) heaven. Reully, it was very in-
discreet in our contemporary to publizh this stery ! Perhaps these
“apostles” were (he disciples aud followers of thie Zouave Jacob,
whose fime as a henler is not inferior to that of our Lady of
Lourdes nud the miraculous water.  Ov, it may be, they had
known J. R. Newton, the celebrated Awmerican  mesmerice
“Lealer,” whose large veeeption rooms are always hung, and no
less than the walls of the grotto, with “trophics™ of his mesmeric
power, “ with crutches, wooden legs, and wooden,.....arms” (7)

<—no ! not with wooden arms, for this implics previous amputa-

tion of nutural arms,  Aud almost magical as are the healing
powers of our respected friend Dr. Newton, we doubt whether
he has cver claimed the gift of endowinyg humau lheings with
the cxtraordinary peculiarity of 2 cray-fizh—ie. of having
new arm to grow out of an amputated stump, us seems to have
been the case at Lourdes,—according to the Catholic Mirror.
But it is not alone the wondrous ¢ grotio” that proved pow-
erless before the destruetive element. The lightuning (of God ¥)
thowed itsclf no more a vespecter of the houze of God and holy
shrines thun those fircbolts, the ** npostles of renzon nud  Jber-
ty.”  The number of churches, camp-meeting tents, tabernnceles
snd altars destroyed, during these last two years, by hurricane
and lightaing, in Europe aud Amerien, is appalling, Aud now :—

“The famons sanctuaryof Mudouna de Valmala, situated in the val-
ley of the same name in Switzerland, was strack by lightning on Sun-
day, August 24, whilst the priest wins saying Mass at the altar, Six
people were struck down by the futal fluid, one of whow, wlittle girl
who wus kneeling near her parents, wus killed pu the spot, und the
others ave injured beyond hope of vecovery, Several persons who
were near the door had the soles of their shoes torn ofl.”  (Cutholic
Wirror, Nept. Y3th.)

Dear, dear!  Tho little givl killed while kueeling in peayer,
must have been a very wicked child,—perhnps the daughter of
an “apostle of reason,”—and all the vrest **sinners.”  Truly
inserutable are thy ways, O kind Providence ! Not under-
standing, we have but to submit.  Morcover, to fully satisfy our
doubts, and tranquilize our unrestful braing, we have but to
bear in mind that which the good and vious Jesuit padres of
St. Xavier's College, Bombay—kuown thronghout Christendom
as the most acute of logicinns—teach us @ nnmely, that it isbut o
the wicked logic of men that 2 amd 2 neeessarily make 4 5 God,
for whowm everything is possible, is not =0 civernseribed it it
plenzes Him to command that by a miracle 2 x 2 should become
5, why, even Siv Laane Newtou would have to put up with the
new formula,
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Krishua Rio, 12:q.

B. Dutt, Fsq.

Manolinr Lul, Esq.

Rio Babidur Janardan Sukhivdm Gudgil.

Dalptbliii Bhagubhidi, 19sq.

Babu C. R. Krishna Rao. !

Aclumathldl G. Jhaverce, Esq.

Dinzhal Avdeshir ‘Taleyarkhan, Bsq.

Réo Balidur Mahidev Govind Raunde.

Hari Mahdidey Panildit, B,

K. Kewnlelumd, .

Doctor Dhnrmaji Ganesh.

Rio Bialddne Umedrviim Ranchhordas. !

Tipidiz Dayirdm, 1., M.A. )

Balwant Trimbak, Jox,

Doctor Vishram Rémji Ghollay, i

Vithal Wizadev Goorjur, Esq. |

Rao Bihadur Bholindth Sadblai.

Jamnivdas Premelsand Nandvati, s,

ITavi Aunut Paranchpe, L.

Seshagiri Vithal, 15y, l

Rambhaji Rio, By,

Gopatl 1lmi, 12:q.

Harichond Gopil, 15sq,

Khin Siheb Framiji Cuvsetji.

Rio Bikidm Ndvayan Ganesh Sithe.

Captain Kirkwoo.

Rio Babilur Vindyakrdo Jaunrdan Kiv-
tane.

Cianesn Jiwaji Kelkar, 1z

Pandit Girdharldl Dubey.

Wannn Mihddev Kolhatkar, Esq.

Khanderio Jandedan, Esq.

Khan Bahilar Kharsetjii Rustomji.

AL Blhiowini Shanknr Rio, Esq.

Raghunith Rimchandra, Esq.

Major Henry Rocke.

Sheriarji Daddbhoy Blnrueha, Isq.

Yinnynk Vishou Kine, Esq.

Ruo Bihidur Raeji Vithal Punekar.

Nowrezji Frimji Arvdesir, Lsq.

Pandit Molnlal Vishwuldl Pawcden,

Kl Bihivlae Nowrozji Dorahji Khan-
ditlewiilla.

Doctor Hanmantrao Bhosley.

Shrimuut Viuaynkvio Ganezh nlins Rio
Sdheh Nibe,

Aba Vishinu Purdnilk, sy,

Rio Silich Bliogildl I'invalabhndis,

Waman Tatin, Esq.

Khan Balindur Darnshaw Dozubhoy,

Maniklal dagjivandas, Lsq.

Kali Padn Bandyopndbynya, 1.

Sakharam Dhonddev Gupte, 1.

Divan Bahadur Raghunath Rao.

A, G. Aristrong, 1w,

Pandit Venjanith Gautama,

MADRAS (Presipency).

T. Ganapaty Jyer, Esq.

K. S. Ruma Rau, Bsq., B.A.

ML, Chitta Purushottumayyn, Esq.

S. Sandram Iyer, Esq.

G. Narasimhulu Nuidu, Esq.
Uma Runganayakalu Nayudee, Esq.
Nidknrni Mangeshrao, Esq.

A. Cuchapniswarin, Bsq., B.L.

LS. Tannooswiamy Moodliar, Esy.

AL Pundavikakzhuda, Esq.
3. K. Navayauinh, Esq.
Ullal Narnsing Rito, sy,
J. Freneh, Esq.

. Nayaputy Nanina Moorty, Lsq.

R. M. Venkato Rau, Esq.

C. S. Rimn Swimy lyer, Esq.
Surgeon M. E. Reporter.

P. N, Daivanaigan, Lsq.

J. V. Subha Rau, Exq.

M. Nivivan Bhatji, Esq.

S. I’ Narasimulu Nuidu, Exq,

W. Shritivis Ragavachiri, Bsy.

Surgeon D. P, Warlikers,
PUNJAD,

Dr. G. M, Leitner.,

Principal, Oviental College, Luhore.
Urincipal, Government College, Laliore,
Pandit Jusantrio Bhojapatra,

Lulla Lakhpat Rai.

Govardhan Diss, Ksq.

Lalla Manohar Dev.

P, Dam Chand, Esq.

Lalla Jivau Dass.

Prem Singh Alluwalin, Ieg.

Laulln Ralln Ram,

Lalla Kaval Nain,

Lalla Rattan Chand,

Lalla Mungnl Sain,

Lalla Dayn Rom,

Latln Belinet Lall,

Lalla Sgar Mall,

{ Blhioldnath, Esq.

Ralln Ram, Exq.

Greeee Chandar Banerjee, Esq,
Lalla Kishin Chand,

Pandit Pohlo Rium,

Bil Mokand, 12+q.

Khushi Ram, Esq.

Lalln Ghida<i Ram,

Lulla Dulput Ral.

Ladla Amoluk Ram,
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Réjil Pramothubushon Deva Raya,
Mabira) Komal Krishna Bahddur.

Wbu . C. Duit,

Bubu Devendra Chandra Ghose,

Pandit Pramuda Dits Mitea,

Mubarn Navendin Krishina Buhadur,
Bubu Fancendin Molian Bosu.

Miss Minnie Hume.

Babu Krishna Chandra,

Babu Avinas Chandrea Banerjee,

is ighness Thakur Jaga Molan Sinha
Babu Kader Nath Dutt.

Doctor Ram Das Sen.

Rio Bahadur Dunputsingh Pertabsingh,

| Babu Kirpa Ram Swumi,

Iis Highness Rnja Barada Kanta.

B. L. M. Winton, I¢q. C.E,

Bubu Rajendra Nath Dutt.

Her Highness Mala Ranee Surnomoyee,
Memberof the Imperinl Order of “the
Crown of India.

Lieut.-Col, W, (iordon,

Thakore Ganesh Singh, Isq.

Charles Ralph Cosnhon, Esq,

IL. Rivett Carnae, Isq., B.C.S,

D. W, Taylor Esq. )

Ross Scott Esq,

B. Bhjong Rao, L.

His Highuess Rawa Vargi,
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