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S P E C I A L  N O T I C E S .
I t  Is e v i d e n t  t h a t  t h e  T i iK osor i li f iT  wil l o f fe r  t o  a d v e r t i s e r s  u n u s u a l  ad* 

VnlitiU'a* in  c i r c u l a t i o n .  W o  h a v e  a l r e a d y  s u b s c r i b e r s  iu  e v e r y  p a r t  of  
I n d i a ,  iu  C e y lo n ,  B u r m a h ,  C h in a ,  a n d  o n  t h o  P e r s i a n  G u l f .  O u r  p a p e r  
a l so  g o e s  t o  G r e a t  B r i t a in ,  a n d  I r e l a n d ,  F r a n c e ,  S p a in ,  H o l l a n d ,  G e r m a n y ,  
N o r w a y ,  H u n g a r y ,  G r e e c e ,  R u s s i a ,  A u s t r a l i a ,  S o u t h  A f r i c a ,  t h e  W e s t  I n d i e s  
a n d  N o r t h  a n d  S o u th  A m e r i c a .  T h o  fo l lo w in g  v e r y  m o d c r a t o  r a t e 9 h a v e  
b e e n  a d o p t e d  : &e., i; c , ,  &c.

AnVKItTIKING R aTKS.

F i r s t  i n s e r t i o n ............. IG l i n e s  a n d  T inder..............1 Tiupcc .
F o r  e a c h  a d d i t i o n a l  l i n e ...............................................1 A n n a .

S p a c c  is c h a r g e d  f o r  a t  t h e  r a t e  o f  12 l in e s  t o  t h e  i n c h .  S p c c i a l  a r r a n g e *  
nienb* can^ b e  m n u o  f o r  1 aTL'C a d v e r t i s e m e n t s ,  a n d  f o r  l o n g e r  a n d  fixed  
p e r io d s .  F o r  f u r t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  an i l  c o n t r a c t s  f o r  a d v e r t i s i n g ,  a p p l y  to

, , M i s s u s .  C O O P E R  k  Co,,
A d v e r t i s i n g  A g e n t s ,  B o o k s e l l e r s  a n d  P u b l i s h e r s ,  M e a d o w  S t r e e t ,  F o r t .  

B o m b a y .  ’

T o  S U B S C R I B E R S .  .......  ........................ '
T h e  S u b s c r i p t i o n  p r i c e  a t  w h ic h  t h e  T i i i : o s o 1' H i s t  is p u b l i s h e d  Imrc lv

co v e rs  c o s t — t h e  d e s ig n  in  e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h o  j o u r n a l  h a v i n g  b e e n  r a t h e r
t o  r e a c h  a  v e r y  w ide  c i rc le  of  r e a d e r s ,  t h a n  to  m a k e  a  p ro l i t .  W c  c a n n o t  
af fo rd ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t o  s e n d  s p e c i m e n  co p ies  f ree ,  n o r  t o  s u p p l y  l i b r a r i e s  s o ­
c ie t i e s ,  o r  in d i v id u a l s  g r a t u i t o u s l y .  F o r  t h e  s a m e  r e a s o n  'we a r e  o b l i g e d  
t o  a d o p t  t h e  p la n  n o *  u n iv e r s a l  in A m e r ic a ,  of r e q u i r i n g  s u b s c r i b e r s  to  
p a y  m  a d v a n c e ,  a n d  o f  s t o p p i n g  t h e  p a p e r  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  t e r m  p a i d  fo r 
M a n y  y e a r s  o f  p r a c t i c a l  e x p e r i e n c e  h av e  c o n v i n c e d  W e s t e r n  p u b l i s h e r s  t h a t  
t h i s  s y s t e m  of  c a s h  p a y m e n t  is t h o  b e s t  a n d  m o s t  s a t i s f a c t o r y  t o  b o t h  
p a r t i e s  ; a n d  all r e s p e c t a b l e  j o u r n a l s  a r e  n o w  c o n d u c t e d  on th i s  p la n  

.Subsc r ibers  w is h in g  a  p r i n t e d  r e c e i p t  f o r  t h e i r  r e m i t t a n c e s  m u s t  s e n d  
s t a m p s  fo r  r e t u r n  p o s t a g e .  O th e r w is e ,  a c k n o w l e d g m e n t s  will bo  m a d o
t h r o u g h  t h e  jo u r n n l .  «i«mu

T h e  TnKu.sorni .ST will a p p e a r  e a c h  m o n t h .  T h e  r a t e s ,  f o r  tw e l v e  n u m ­
b e r s  of n o t  less t h a n  40 c o l u m n s  K o y a l  4 t o  e a c h ,  of r e a d i n g  m a t t e  or 
4S0 c o l u m n s  in  a I, a r c  as  fo llows : - T o  S u b s c r i b e r s  in  a n y  p a r t  of In d ia  
Ils. . 6 p e r  a n n u m ;  in  C e y lo n ^  Us. 7 ; in  t h e  S t r a i t s  S e t t l e m e n t s ,  C h in a  J  a p'  I ’ 
a n d  A u s t r a l i a  I ts .  8 ; m  A f r ica ,  fcu ropc ,  a n d  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  £  l’ | l a | f  
> e a r  I n d i a  Its.  4 ; S in g le  c o p i e s  a n n a s  R e m i t t a n c e s  in p o s ta l  s t a m p  
m u s t  b e a t  t h e  r a t e  o f  a n n a s  1 , t o  t h e  I tu p c c  to  c o v e r  d i s c o u n t1 T h e  a l  ovo 
r a t e s  in c lu d e  p o s ta g e .  J>o n am e ir ll l  he a i t , r , , l  h i  the b o o h  
n n td  the r ,  r e m it te d ;  a n d  in ra r ia b h , the Va P, r  V-Ut be d l c  j i u u e d
a t h e  e x p ira tio n  o f  the t n  „i. S c r i b e d  fo r .  J t e n . i t t a n c e s  s h o u ld  b e  n n d c .  
M o n o y - o r d e r s ,  I lu u d i s ,  Bill che . ines ,  („ r  T r e a s u r y  bi l ls  if in J '
o t t e r s )  a n d  m a d e  p a y a b le  o n ly  to  t h e  P n o n u i i T o n s  ok Tin; T i n  oa"oi '„Tst 

B r e a c h  Cruxly , H o tnbay ,  I n d i a .  “ w ja u i  n i s r ,

« TTM B OCTOltKIl ANf. NOVKMBKIl NttMIIKKS OF TUB MUST V0U.M P IIVVINC 
b e e n  r e p r i n t e d ,  t h e  s u b sc r ip t i o n  for t h e  l i r s t  v e a r  (/. ,.  f ro m  O c t o b e r  l  sYn t n 
S e p t e m b e r  IbSO) will be  Its. (i-S as a d v e r t i s e d  in  t h e  A p r i l  a n d  s id .se  , n ^  t 
b e r s  o f  t h a t  A o lu n ie .  S u b s c r ib e r s  fo r  t h e  S e c o n d  V o lu m e  p a y  I ts .  (j o n l y . " ' " " ’

A r k n t s  : L o n d o n  (E n g .) ,  B e r n a r d  Q u a r i t c h ,  If, P i c c a d i l l y  W M  P  r 
L c j m a n e ,  f», l t u c  N e u v e  d e s  P e t i t s  C h a m p s ,  P a r i s ,  F r a n c e  • \  I '  v  ,l

p » i ^ ; , “ “ : 
iT : id " ; ; ^ ; ,v 'v „ ; r lcr thoir i,ni,ors q-

: " dicrt K a n d y .  C h i n a  : K e l l y  a n d  W a l s h ,  S h a n g h a i . '  J l l , l o t l O K n n m a r a t n c ,
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T r f e f r  q f r  y t j f  : |

T I I  E K E  I S  N O  R E L I G I O N  I 1 I G H E U  T 1 I A N  T R U T I I .

motto o f  the. M a h a ra ja h s  o f

1w ll lC ,lVll,U>rs (l!scl!;im responsibility for opinions e x i n x ^ d  
by contributors m their articles, with some of which thev 
agree, with others, not. Great latitude is allowed to e o m -  
spondents and they alone arc accountable for what thev

fered with. Rejected MSS. are not returned.

D R .  C O L O D O N ’S  A U D I P H O N E .

A n d  J e s u s  “  r e b u k e d  t h e  fo u l  s p i r i t ,  s a y i n g  u n t o  
h im . . .  l h o u  d u m b  a n d  d e a f  s p i r i t ,  I  c h a r g e  t h e e ,

O l ' i r k ° l ' x  "4  alK'  ° “ t c r  m o r c  il lto h im .”

. In  1879> an American named Rhodes, residingat Chicago 
invented an apparatus, which he called the audiplwne and 
which was immediately adopted by many institutions for 
deaf-mutes. The success of the  apparatus surpassed all
expectations : m  two or three months, with its help the
poor, afflicted patients learned to hear and distinguish the 
sounds of the human voice, and even to know the differ­
ence between the  sounds of several musical instruments 

, A p p ie r  results weie attained with those persons 
who without being dumb, simply suffered from deafness.

I h e  Rhodes apparatus has the form of a fire-scrceu 
and is made of a thin, strong india-rubber. The 
top of the apparatus is cut in the  shape of a n  arc 
and joined with the handle by two cords, stretched so 
tightly, as to bend it entirely. Applying to the teeth of 
the upper jaw the  bended end of the screen the deaf 
person suddenly acquires the faculty of hearing sounds 
of a certain volume and to. discern words and musical 
notes. If tlie deaf-mute patient had been previously able 
to articulate a few syllables, then., with the help of the new 
apparatus and under the guidance of an experienced tutor 
he very soon learns to understand and repeat with preci­
sion words and whole sentences. In  short, the areat 
merit  of tlie and,pi,one, say the most competent autho­
rities, is beyond question. I t  has bu t one defect ■ it is 
very expensive, and cold, frosty weather causes the india- 
rubber membrane to shrink and burst

In consequence of this, a Geneva scientist Dr. Colodon,
had the idea of perfecting the discovery by replacing the

(T ra t" S ?  a ,stiU silHI)lcr o n e - o n e  tha t  
.liodld be cheaper and more durable a t  the same time A t 
first, lie tried to use instead of tlie india-rubber niem- 
bicinc, th m  metallic and even wooden plates, but these 
would not answer. Then, he experimented with various 
kinds of paper, and after a  good deal of research found at 
last what he wanted m a  specimen of cardboard made 
from nettles, which is used for polishing, a .ul known in 
^ r a ie e  as carton d o r /u s .  The latter  acted quite as well 
as the india-rubber membrane and had the enormous ad­
vantage of lowering the cost of the  apparatus to but 50 
centimes (less than  8 annas), whereas the American one 
cost d ) fiaiics (Rs. 20). This cardboard has all the  re­
quired compactness, elasticity, and homogeneity in its

thickness,„ ,♦ , iiuhtmvite in uiicKiii
th iec  centimetres wide, and four centimetres, in length is
cut out of it. A portion of the disc is saturated with a water­
proof composition, so as not to be liable to decay as a result
m r t t l K t  iS1C7 ’Stm,t breathing on i t  ; this being tho 
pa i t  th a t  the deaf man applies to his upper teeth, while
disc A s C1|rCSSeS thc oppcsite part, so as to bend the 
disc A sound wave, s triking the  convex surface, produces 
a vibiation m  the teeth which is transmitted into the 
tympanum and is distinctly heard by the deaf person. This

Rhodes Sf CqU,lCS r ithC1' COnls handles like th a t  of
th  e s on I id s 1 )i f 1* , i m t" T fy th ° disti' ^ ' . e s s  between V ] )>. Colodon takes a small bit of hard wood

sl)Ilt m lts m >tWle (.about the size of the  “ sardine” or



T II I'] T II K U S O  I* li 1 S T [ F e b r u a r y ,  1 >S8I,

string-tightcncr in a violin), and attaches it. to l l ia t part: of 
the cardbourd disc which is water-]iroof; this obviates tlio 
necessity for the  deaf person's placing tho cardboard in the 
month. All lie ban to do i.s to apply to liis tipper teeth the 
b it  of wood and the result will be equally com ple te !

It is difficult to imagine an apparatus more simple, less 
complicated or cheaper. Every deaf man i.s now enabled 
to prepare for himself as many such audi/dames as he 
likes almost without cost. I ts  extreme simplicity na tu ra l­
ly raised serious doubts as to its practical titness. To 
th ink  th a t  a bit of .simple cardboard, applied to the teeth 
of a deaf man, was able to return him his faculty of 
hearing and discerning sounds, was held to border on the 
miraculous. B u t  a series of experiments made at Geneva 
by Dr. Oolodon, in the  presence of numerous witnesses,' 
including a host of physicians, dispelled every doubt. They 
had at last to bow before one more wonder-working force
iu n a tu re . ......  a little piece of cardboard ! The most
convincing and crucial test of all, is unanimously declared 
to be the one tried by Dr. Colodcn upon eight, deaf and 
dumb pupils of Dr. Zegcr, the  well-known professor of the 
D<‘ if-mute Institute. These eight young men had 
improved so far already, under the trea tm ent of the learned 
doctor, that, simply, by the motion of the ir  tu to r’s lips, 
they could understand -whole sentences and pronounce 
distinctly a few words. F irs t  of all, Dr. Colodon ascer­
tained tiie precise distance a t  which i t  became absolutely 
impossible for them, even with the help of acoustic 
instruments—-to discern the slightest musical sound. 
Placing them  at such a distance from a, violin, a piano, a 
violoncello, and soveral other instruments, the inventor next 
furnished each of them with au audiphonc. No sooner 
had they applied it  to their  teeth, thau  they immediately 
received the faculty of hearing and discerning even the 
faintest sounds ! Their eyes were then  tightly  bandaged, 
so as lo prevent their seeing either the instruments or the  
motions of those who played upon them  ; but notwith­
standing this precaution, they could invariably tell each 
tim e whether the sound proceeded from a violin, a piano, 
o r  a violoncello, and whether the note struck was a high 
or a low tone &e. A similar experiment was tried with 
the  hum an voice. .With their eyes bandaged, and when 
unable to observe the motion of tli<j lips of the speaker, 
they, notwithstanding, received very distinctly words and 
sentences ■pronounced at a certain distance from the 
amliphoM . After only a few experiments, the  eight 
p a t i e n t s  were even enabled to repeat distinctly and 
w i t h o u t  the slightest mistake the  sounds they had ju s t  
heard, u ttered  by the human voice. According to Dr. 
Zeger’s opinion, bu t a  very short period of time is now 
required, with, the  help of Dr. Colodon’s wonderful new 
apparatus, to teach any deaf-and-dumb person to speak, even 
t h o u g h  he he one of the least gifted pupils. The “ Colo­
don audiphonc” is shortly to be tried a t  Paris, at the 
celebrated “ Deaf-mute Ins ti tu tion” of the Abbe l'Enc.

WJ.IO j \ K K  T U K  ( J E N l / i y r :  C H U r S T I A N S  ? M l ! ,  i ’. J .  T H O M A S  

writing upon the belief of F ree-th inkers in that ad ­
mirable and useful magazine, F red  bought, (Sydney) inci­
dentally quotes some statistics relative to the  sects of 
Christendom, which our Ceylon branches will find use­
ful to remember. .In the “ Dictionary of Sects, Heresies, 
Ecclesiastical .Parties, and Schools of Religious Thought,” 
edited bv the .Itev. -I. II. Blunt,, M.A., F.S.A., in 1S74, are 
descriptions of 12 Jewish Sects ; (J .Heathen Religions ; I 3 
Heretics referred to in the New Testam ent ; ">'> Harly .Here­
t i c s  between the. Apostolic Age and A.I), ol.'!; ">2 Later 
Heretics A.J). 313-700 ; 40 Media;val Sects and Heresies ; 
58 Continental. Sects of the Reformation and later da te ;  I ■ > 
English Sects (long ex tinct) :  I.S Chief .Existing Sects iu 
England, together with 23 other English Sects “ very insig­
nificant and some of them nearly e x t i n c t 33 Scottish 
Sects; 41. American Sects ;  24 Russian Sec ts ;  also 22 
“Church Parties ;” and 38 Schools of Thought. Here are 42') 
ways of getting Lo the Christian Heaven pointed out 
since the “ Apostolic Age ;” W h a t  wonder th a t  so many 
ye t  contused aud prefer to stay “ H eathen .”

T H E  S A D  J1 0 0 ' S  B U R IA L  A L I V E  A T  L A H O R E :
, I M P O R T A N T  N E W  T E S T IM O N Y .  •, . • ■ - 1

A t page 20 of the present Volume of this Magazine, in 
the late Dr. P au l’s Treatise . n-poh the Yoga Philosoph'y, 
allusion is made to the well-known case of the voluntary 
inhumation of a Sadhoo, or religious man, for forty days, 
and his subsequent resuscitation,, in the presence of 
Maharajah R unjeet Singh. This case has long been 
quoted by European and American writers upon physiology 
and psychology as an instance of extreme physical endu­
rance. I t  was originally printed in Sir Claude W ade’s 
.Camp and. Court of Runjeet Singh, and in Dr. MacGregor’s 
History of the Sikhs. Of these thoroughly . credible 
witnesses, the  former was British Resident a t Lahore, and 
the  la tter  the Residency Surgeon. Their two accounts 
substantially agree, and the  evidence certainly is conclu­
sive th a t  this sadhoo, or fakir, offered to allow himself' to 
be buried alive for forty days, -was done up in a sack, 
locked in a chest, anil shut up in a chamber specially 
excavated iu the ground of one of R un jee t’s gardens ; where 
a detail of the M aharajah’s own body-guard watched the 
place night and day until the  expiration of the  period 
agreed upon, l i e  was. then  exhumed, taken out of his 
several confining covers, and after various frictions and the 
application of hot cakes of flour to the crown of his head, 
fully resuscitated. Among other la ter authors who have 
quoted from W ade’s aud Maegregor’s works, is Miss Cathe­
rine Crowe, who gave the story at length in her Night- 
side of Nalure.  Our reeent visit to Lahore offered too 
favourable an opportunity to collect from surviving 
witnesses corroborative testimony upon this famous ease to 
be neglected. AVe heard of two respectable Native 
gentlemen wdio had been present a t  the  time in question, 
and from one, now an octogenarian pensioner, but former­
ly Sir Claude’s own clerk, wc through the  kindness of 
Lala Birj Lall, of the  Government Advocate’s Office a t  
Lahore, obtained the  interesting narrative which is given 
in the subjoined letter, and which our friend has kindly 
translated from the oriyiiial Urdu.©
'T ransla tio n  o f  a  le tter  dated, L u d h ia n a ,  10th N ovem ber  1880, fro m

Baboo d o iw .lla  P ersh a d , P ensioner , la te  clerk to Colonel Wade,
P o litica l A g e n t a t M a h a ra ja  R u n je e t  S in g h 's  Jh irb a r, to L e i la
J iir j  L a l l ,  ./ le a d  C lerk, G overnm ent A d vo ca te 's  Office, Lahore.

“M v D kar F rie n d  L alla. B irj L all,
“With niy compliments to you, .1. beg to state tha t I 

received your le tter  dated 8 th November, 1880, by yester­
day’s post ami have not been able to reply sooner on 
account of headache, from which I  am not yet quite 
relieved even now.

“The Sadhoo about whom you enquire came from the 
Deccan with liis disciples to Lahore and was perfectly 
skilled in the  a r t  of Samadhi. The Maharaja Runjeet 
Singh tested him, and shut him up in a wooden box of the 
.Punjabi fashion, which was locked up, and was placed iu 
the Baraduri of the Garden called Sardar Gowla Singh 
Bhuraniawabla, situate on the banks of Rawi river. The 
doors of this Baraduri were closed with pukka bricks, and 
a military guard was appointed to watch ou the roof and 
a t  the  closed doors of this building until the  experiment' 
was finished. i t was agreed th a t  the Sadhoo should be 
taken out from th a t  place alive after forty days. W hen 
this period was about to expire, Colonel W a d e , : the Politi­
cal Agent of the British Government, arrived at Lahore 
with a stall 'of English officers (including Dr. Murray and 
Dr. McGregor), on a mission from the Governor-General. 
The Maharaja Runjee t Singh informed Colonel Wade, 
through Fakeer  Azeez Deen (one of the  principal cour­
tiers of the Maharaja), th a t  a Yogi who was buried in 
Samadhi forty days previously was to be taken out the 
nex t morning, and th a t  it would be highly desirable th a t  
Colonel Wade, with the  Doctor and other European offi­
cers, should be present ou the occasion. N ex t morning 
Colonel Wade with all his staff went to the spot, and a 
few minutes later, the  Maharaja, accompanied by Raja 
Shyan Singh, Raja H eera Singh, and other principal 
courtiers apd attendants, arrived aud ordered. M\ssur Boli



R a m ,  l i i s  T r e a s u r e r ,  t o  b r i n g  t h e  k e y s  o f  t h e  H o s e d  d o o r s  

a n d  t o  o p e n  t h e m .  T h e  s o l i d  b r i c k - w o r k  w a s  d e m o l i s h e d  
a n d  t h i s  w a s  d o n e .  T h e  M a h a r a j a  t h o u  o r d e r e d  t l i e  w o o d e n  
b o x  t o  b e  o p e n e d  a n d  t h e  b o x  w a s  a l s o  o p e n e d .  T h e n  
t h e  d i s c i p l e s  o f  t h e  S a d h o o  t o o k  h i m  o u t  o f  i h e  b o x ,  a n d  
p l a c e d  h i m  b e f o r e  t l i e  d o o r  o f  t h o  B a r a d u r i .  T h e  S a d l i o o  
w a s  f o u n d  w r a p p e d  in .  a  B h a g w o n  ( l i g h t  r e d d i s h )  c l o t h  
s e w n  a l l  o v e r  s o  a s  t o  f o r m  a  c l o s e d  b a g .  W h e n  t h e  b o d y  
o f  t h e  S a d l i o o  w a s  u n w r a p p e d ,  t h e  M a h a r a j a  a s k e d  C o l .  
W a d e  t o  r e q u e s t  t h e  D o c t o r  t o  e x a m i n e  t h e  S a d h o o ’s  b o d y ,  
a n d  t h e  d o c t o r  f e l t  t h e  p u l s e  a n d  s a i d  t h a t  i t  w a s  s t o p p e d ,  
a n d  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  110 s i g n  o f  l i f e  i n  t h e  b o d y .  M e a n w h i l e  

t h e  S a d h o o ’s  d i s c i p l e s  o p e n e d  t h e  m o u t h ,  e a r s ,  n o s t r i l s  
a n d  e y e s  o f  t h e  S a d l i o o ,  w h i c h  h a d  a l l  b e e n  p l u g g e d  
w i t h  c o t t o n  a n d  w a x ,  a n d  r u b b e d  t h e  o i l  o f  a l m o n d s  o v e r  

t h e m .  A f t e r  t h e y  h a d  d o n e  t h i s  t h e  S a d h o o ’s  e y e s  w e r e  
o p e n e d  a n d  h o  b r e a t h e d  h e a v i l y  a n d  l o u d l y ,  m a k i n g  a  n o i s e  
s o m e t h i n g  l i k e  t h e  h i s s i n g  o f  a  b i g  b l a c k  s n a k e .  T h i s  

b r o u g h t  l i f e  i n t o  t h e  S a d h o o ’s  b o d y ,  a n d  l i e  b a t h e d  h i n t -  
s e l f  w i t h  t h e  G a n g e s  w a t e r ,  w h i c h  h a d  b e e n  p r o v i d e d  b y  h i s  
d i s c i p l e s .  T h e  M a h a r a j a  t h e n  g a v e  h i m  s o m e  m i l k  t o  
d r i n k ,  a  p r e c i o u s  hhilat ( c o a t  o f  h o n o u r )  w o r t h  2 0 0 0  
r u p e e s ,  a n d  t o o k  l e a v e  w i t h  h i s  a t t e n d a n t s  a n d  r e t u r n e d ' t o  

l i i s  p a l a c e .  T h e  B r i t i s h  o f f i c e r s  a l s o  r e t u r n e d  t o  ( h e i r  t e n t s .
“ T h i s  S a d l i o o  h a d  a r r i v e d  a t  L a h o r e ,  w h e n  K o u n i a r  

N o w n i h a l  S i n g h  w a s  m a r r i e d ,  a n d  u s e d  t o  s a y  t h a t  b e  
c o u l d  s i t  i n  s a m a d h i  f o r  o n e  y e a r .  I f  t h e  B r i t i s h  G o v e r n ­
m e n t  s h o u l d  w i s h  t o  t e s t  h i m ,  t h e y  m i g h t ,  b u t  i n  c a s e  o f  
s u c c e s s  h e  w o u l d  e x p e c t  t h e m  t o  m a k e  o v e r  t o  h i m  t h e  c i t y  

o f  C a l c u t t a  a s  t h e  r e w a r d  o f  h i s  l a b o u r s .
“ N o w ,  1 h a v e  t o l d  y o u  w h a t e v e r  I  s a w  w i t h  m y  o w n  e y e s .  

P l e a s e  r e a d  o v e r  t h i s  l e t t e r  t o  C o l o n e l  O l c o t t  a n d  a c q u a i n t  

h i m  w i t h  t h e  a b o v e  m a t t e r s  011 m y  b e h a l f .

Y o u r s  t r u l y ,

“ J o  w a l l  A P l i i iK H A D  H a l d k r , P e n s i o n e r .

“ L u d h i a n a ,  1 0 t h  N o v e m b e r ,  1 8 8 0 . ”

O n e  i n t e r e s t i n g  f a c t  w a s  e l i c i t e d  i n  c o n v e r s a t i o n  w i t h  
a n o t h e r  g e n t l e m a n  w h o  b a d  k n o w l e d g e  o f  t h o  a b o v e  

d e s c r i b e d  e v e n t .  W e  b a d  e x p r e s s e d  t h e  o p i n i o n  t h a t  
t h e  S a d l i o o  c o u l d  n o t  h a v e  b e e n  a  t r u l y  p i o u s  a s c e t i c  

s i n c e  h e  a l l o w e d  M a h a r a j a  R u n j e e t  S i n g h  t o  m a k e  
h i m  c o s t l y  p r e s e n t s .  O u r  i n f o r m a n t  r e p l i e d  t h a t  t h a t  w a s  
t h e  v e r y  o b s e r v a t i o n  m a d e  b y  t h e  M a h a r a j a  t o  t h e  o f f i ­
c e r s  o f ' h i s  D u r b a r ; a n d  t h a t  c o n s e q u e n t l y  t h e  S a d l i o o  

w a s  a l l o w e d  t o  d e p a r t . -  ’ W h e r e a s ,  h a d  I k ; r e f u s e d  t h e  
p r e s e n t s ,  h e  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  k e p t  t h e n 1 a s  a  h o l y  m a n  
a n d  r e v e r e d  a s  a  s a i n t .  H e  h a d  a c t u a l l y  l e a r n t  h o w  t o  
h y b o r n a t c  i n  s a m a d h i ,  b u t  h a d '  n o t  f r e e d  h i m s e l f  f r o m  

t h e  w e a k n e s s e s  o f  c o m m o n  m e n .

“ WIIAT IK YOUR SECRKT ?” ASKED A LADY OF TURNER, 
t h e  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  p a i n t e r .  H e  r e p l i e d ,  “ I h a v e  110 s e c r e t ,  

m a d a m ,  b u t  h a r d  w o r k . ”
S a y s  D r .  A r n o l d  : “ T h e  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  o n e  m a n  a n d  

a n o t h e r  i s  n o t  s o  m u c h  i n  t a l e n t  a s  i n  e n e r g y . ”
“ N o t h i n g , ” s a y s  R e y n o l d s ,  “ i s  d e n i e d  w e l l - d i r e c t e d  l a b o r ,  

a n d  n o t h i n g  i s  t o  b e  a t t a i n e d  w i t h o u t  i t .  ’
“ E x c e l l e n c e  i n  a n y  d e p a r t m e n t , ” s a y s  J o h n s o n ,  “ c a n  n o w  

b e  a t t a i n e d  b y  t h e  l a b o r  o f  a  l i f e t i m e ,  b u t  i t  i s  n o t  t o  b e  

p u r c h a s e d  a t  a  l e s s  p r i c c . ” :
“ T h e r e  i s  b u t  o n e  m e t h o d , ”  s a y s  S y d n e y  S m i t h ,  “ a n d  

th a t ,  i s  h a r d  l a b o r  ; a n d  a  m a n  w h o  w i l l  n o t  p a y  t h a t  p r i c e  
. f o r  d i s t i n c t i o n  h a d  b e t t e r  a t  o n c e  d e d i c a t e  h i m s e l f  t o  t h e  

p u r s u i t  o f  a  f o x . ”
“ S t e p  b y  s t e p / '  r e a d s  t h e  F r e n c h  p r o v e r b ,  o n e  g o e s  

v e r y  f a r .” .
. “ N o t h i n g , ” s a y s  M i r a b e a u ,  “ i s  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  a  m a n  w h o

1 c a n  a n d  w i l l .  . T h i s  i s  t h e  o n l y  l a w  o f  s u c c e s s . ' ”
“ H a v e  y o u  e v e r  e n t e r e d  a  c o t t a , g e  o r  t r a v e l l e d  i n  a  c o a c h ,  

e v e r  t a l k e d  w i t h  a  p e a s a n t ,  i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  o r  l o i t e r e d  w i t h  a  

m e c h a n i c  a.t  t h e  l o o m , ” a s k e d  S i r  E d w a r d  B u l w e r  L y t t o n ,  
“ w i t h o u t  f i n d i n g  t h a t  e a c h  o f  t h e s e  m e n  h a d  a  t a l e n t  y o u  
h a v e  n o t ,  k n e w  s o m e t h i n g  y o u  d o  n o t ? ” .

W h a t  m e n  w a n t ,  i s  n o t  i n  t a l e n t ,  b u t  p u r p o s e  ; i n  o t h e r  
w o r d s ,  n o t  t h e  p o w e r  t o  a c h i e v e ,  b u t  t h o  w i l l  t o  l a b o r .

T R A N S C E N D E N T A L  P H Y S IC S . *

A s  w a s  r e m a r k e d  l a s t  m o n t h ,  t h e  n o w  w o r l d - k n o w n  
w o r k  o f  P r o f e s s o r  Z o l l n e r ,  011 h i s  e x p e r i m e n t a l  i n q u i r y  
i n t o  th e .  t h e o r y  o f  a  f o u r t h  d i m e n s i o n  o f  s p a c e ,  w i t h  t h e  
a i d  o f  D r .  H e n r y  S l a d e ,  t h e  A m e r i c a n  s p i r i t u a l  m e d i u m ,  
i s  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  v a l u a b l e  t h a t  h a v e  e v e r  a p p e a r e d  i n  
c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  m e d i u m i s t i e  p h e n o m e n a .  M o d e r n  
s p i r i t u a l i s m  h a s  s p a w n e d  a l m o s t  a s . m a n y  b o o k s  a s  a  
f e m a l e  h e r r i n g  d o e s  o f  e g g s  ; a n d  o u t  o f  t h e  n u m b e r  a l l  

b u t  a  f e w  m i g h t ,  a s  w e l l  h a v e  n e v e r  a p p e a r e d .  B u t  n o w  
a n d  a g a i n  t h e  e n q u i r y  i n t o  t h i s  s u b j e c t  h a s  b e g o t t e n  

s o m e  w o r k  t h a t  i s  a :  p e r m a n e n t  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  p r o ­
g r e s s  o f  s c i e n c e .  A  n d  P r o f e s s o r  Z o l l n e r i s  o f  t h a t  c l a s s ,  

i t  i s  t h e  r e c o r d  o f  a  s e r i e s  o f  s i t t i n g s ,  o r  s e a n c e s . ,  w i t hO ' -
o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t ,  s t r a n g e l y  e n d o w e d  ‘ p s y c h i c s ’ o f  o u r  t i m e s .  
S l a d e  i s  a  m a n  w h o  s e e m s  t o  b e  s u r r o u n d e d  wri t l i  a n  

a u r a ,  o r  m a g n e t i c  a t m o s p h e r e ,  c a p a b l e  o f  s o  s a t u r a t i n g  t h e  
o b j e c t s  a b o u t  h i m  a s  t o  m a k e  t h e m  s u b j e c t  t o  d i s i n t e g r a ­
t i o n  a n d  r e i n t e g r a t i o n  a t  t h e  c a p r i c e  o f  s o m e  i n t e l l i g e n t  
p o w e r  w h i c h  h e a r s ,  c o n s e n t s ,  w i l l s ,  a n d  e x e c u t e s .  H e  
f a n c i e s  i t  i s  t h e  h o v e r i n g  s o u l  o f  h i s  d e c e a s e d  w i f e  w h i c h ,  
h o w e v e r ,  i s  b e l i e v e d  t o  y i e l d ,  i t s  p l a c e  m o m e n t a r i l y  t o  o t h e r  

1 s p i r i t s ’ t o  w r i t e  t h e i r  o w n  m e s s a g e s  t o  t h e i r  o w n  ( s u r ­
v i v i n g )  f r i e n d s ,  i n  t.hei i: o w n  l a n g u a g e s — l a n g u a g e s  w h i c h  
n e i t h e r  S l a d e  n o r  s h e  e v e r  k n e w .  . M o s t  m e d i u m s  h a v e  
s o m o  o n e  o r  t w o  f o r m s  o f  p h e n o m e n a  p e c u l i a r  t o  t h e m ­
s e l v e s .  T h u s ,  W i l l i a m  E d d v  p r o d u c e s  w a l k i n g ,  a n d  s o m e ­
t i m e s  t a l k i n g ,  f i g u r e s  o f  d e a d  p e o p l e  ; M e s d a m e s  T h a y e r ,  
o f  A m e r i c a ,  a n d  G u p p y - V o l c k m a n n ,  o f  E n g l a n d ,  h n v o  
s h o w e r s  o f  f l o w e r s  ; t h e  D a v e n p o r t s  s h o w e d  d e t a c h e d  

h a n d s  f r o n t  t h e i r  c a b i n e t  w i n d o w ,  a n d  m u s i c a l  i n s t r u m e n t s  
f l y i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e  a i r  ; F o s t e r  h a s  n a m e s  i n  b l o o d - w r i t i n g  
o o z e  u p  u n d e r  t h e  s k i n  o f  h i s  a r m ,  a n d  p i c k s  - t h e  s a m e  

n a m e s  o u t  o f  a  l o t  o f  ' w r i t t e n  b a l l o t s  s t r e w n  o n  t h e  t a b l e  ; 
a n d  s o  011. S l a d e ’s  c h i e f  s p e c i a l i t y  i s  t o  g e t  a u t o m a t i c  
w r i t i n g  u p o n  s l a t e s  u n d e r  p e r f e c t  t e s t  c o n d i t i o n s  ; b u t  h e  
i s  a l s o ,  s o m e t i m e s ,  c l a i r v o y a n t ,  h a s  v a p o r o u s  f i g u r e s  a p p e a r  

i n  t h e  r o o m ,  a n d  u n d e r  P r o f e s s o r  Z o l l n e r ’s  o b s e r v a t i o n ,  
l i e  p r o d u c e d  a  s e r i e s  o f  n o v e l  a n d  a s t o u n d i n g  p h e n o m e n a  
i l l u s t r a t i n g  t h e  p a s s a g e  o f  m a t t e r  t h r o u g h  m a t t e r .  T h i s  
L e i p s i c  savant, i t  m u s t  b e  n o t e d ,  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  e m i ­
n e n t  a m o n g  a s t r o n o m e r s  a n d  p h y s i c i s t s .  H e  i s  a l s o  a  p r o ­
f o u n d  m e t a p h y s i c i a n ,  t h e  f r i e n d  a n d  c o m p e e r  o f  t h e  
b r i g h t e s t ,  c o n t e m p o r a r y  i n t e l l e c t s  o f  G e r m a n y .  H e  h a d  
l o n g  s u r m i s e d  t h a t  b e s i d e s  l e n g t h ,  b r e a d t h ,  a n d  t h i c k n e s s ,  
t h e r e  m i g h t  b e  a  f o u r t h  d i m e n s i o n  o f  s p a c c ,  a n d  t h a t  i f  t h i s  
w e r e  s o  t h e n  t h a t  w o u l d  i m p l y  a n o t h e r  w o r l d  o f  b e i u g ,  
d i s t i n c t  f r o m  o u r  t h r e e - d i m e n s i o n a l  w o r l d ,  w i t h  i t s  o w n  

i n h a b i t a n t s  f i t t e d  t o  i t s  f o u r  d i m e n s i o n a l  l a w s  a n d  c o n ­
d i t i o n s ,  a s  w e  a r e  t o  o u r s  o f  t h r e e  d i m e n s i o n s .  H e  w a s  
n o t  t h e  © r i g i n a t o r  o f  t b i s  t h e o r y  ; K a n t ,  a n d ,  l a t e r ,  G a u s s ,  

t h e  m e t a p h y s i c a l  g e o m e t e r ,  h a d  f o r e c a s t  i t s  c o n c e p t i b i l i t y .  
B u t ,  t h e  e x p e r i m e n t a l  d e n o m i n a t i o n  l a c k i n g ,  i t  r e m a i n e d  

a s  a  m e r e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  s p e c u l a t i o n  u n t i l  Z o l l n e r  w a s  e n a b l e d  
t o  s o l v e  t h e  p r o b l e m ,  a n d  t o  c o n v i n c e  h i s  g r e a t  c o l l e a g u e s  
W e b e r ,  F e e h n e r  a n d  S c h e i b e r .  T h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e s e  
e x p e r i m e n t s  h a s  c r e a t e d  a n  i n t e n s e  i n t e r e s t  t h r o u g h o u t  

t h e  w o r l d  o f  s c i e n c e ,  a n d  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  p a r ­
t i e s  o f  p r o g r e s s i v e  a n d  c o n s e r v a t i v e  t h i n k e r s  i s  a c t i v e l y  
a n d  e v e n  a n g r i l y  p r o c e e d i n g .  O u r  s p a c e  d o e s  n o t  p e r m i t  

a  v e r y  e x h a u s t i v e  r e v i e w  o f  P r o f .  Z o l l n c r ’s  b o o k ,  a n d  a s  i t  
s h o u l d  b e  i n  t h e  l i b r a r y  o f  e v e r y  o n e  w h o  p r e t e n d s  t o  b o l d  
i n t e l l i g e n t  o p i n i o n s  u p o n  t h e  s u b j e c t s  o f  F o r c e ,  M a t t e r  a n d  

S p ir i t , ,  t b e  r e a d e r  m u s t  b e  l e f t  t o  s e e k  i n  i t s  p a g e s  t h e  

m a j o r  p a r t  o f  i t s  w o n d e r f u l  c o n t e n t s .  . ,

, B r i e f l y ,  t h e n ,  t h e  f a c t s  a r o  t h e s e  : Z o l l n e r  s t a r t e d  w i t h  
t h e  p r o p o s i t i o n  t h a t ,  g r a n t i n g ,  f o r  a r g u m e n t ’s  s a k e ,  t h e  

, e x i s t e n c e  o f  a  w o r l d  o f  f o u r  d i m e n s i o n s  w i t h  f o u r - d i m e n ­
s i o n a l  i n h a b i t a n t s ,  t h e s e  l a t t e r  o u g h t  t,o b e  a b l e  t o  p e r f o r m  

t h e  s i m p l e  e x p e r i m e n t  o f  t r y i n g  h a r d  k n o t s . i n  a n  e n d l e s s

* T ranarendcn ta l P hysics  . An account of Experimental Investigation*! 
from tlio scientific trentises of Johnnn Carl I'riednch Zollner, Professor of 
Physical Astronomy nt tho University of Leipsic; Mem IN'V.il ^nxcn Poe 
of rtcicne.es ; kc., kc- Translated from ' German, with a  Preface nnd 
Appendices, by Charles Carleton Mnxscy, of Lincoln’s lpn, Bnrrister-at- 
Lftw, (Vice-President of tho Theosophical Society).



cord. For th e  fourth dimension of apace— or, shall we 
say, the fourth property of m atte r— m ust he perm eability. 
So, when he knew  th a t the  m edium  Shule was coming to 
Leipsic he took a  cord, tied th e  two ends together, and 
sealed them  w ith wax which he stam ped with his own 
signet. S lade came and the Professor sat w ith him  a t a 
table, in broad daylight, th e ir  four hands laid upon the 
table, S lade’s feet in sight, and the  endless cord w ith the 
sealed end lying on the table under the  Professor’s thum bs, 
and the loop hanging down and resting  upon his lap. I t  
was the  first tim e Slade hnd heard of th a t k ind of an ex­
perim ent, and no one had tried  it w ith any m edium . In  
a few seconds the  Professor felt a slight m otion in the 
cord—which no one was touching— and upon look­
ing, found to his surprise and joy  th a t his wish had been 
gratified. Only, instead of oue knot four had been tied 
in his string. To a  scientific mind like his, th is result, 
though infinitely less sensational than  hundreds of m cdiuin- 
istic phenom ena, was as conclusive and im portan t a proof 
of the theory of four dimensions, as was th e  falling of a 
single apple to N ew ton in corroborating his im m ortal theory 
of gravity. H ere was clearly an instance of the  passage of 
m a tte r  th rough m atter, in short, th e  corner-stone of a 
whole system  of cosmic philosophy. This experim ent he 
frequently, and in th e  presence of several witnesses, had 
repeated. As a fu rth er test he bethough t him  of having 
tu rned  two rings out of solid pieces of wood of different 
species— one of oak, the  o ther of alder wood— which lie 
s trung  on a cord of catgut. H e also p u t on th e  string 
an endless band, which he had cut from a bladder. 
H e then  sealed the ends of his cord as in th e  previous ex­
perim ent, and as before, held the  seal on th e  table under 
his two thum bs, le ttin g  the  loop w ith the  two wooden 
rings and the  endless band or ring  of bladder, hang down 
betw een his knees. Slade and he sat— again in full day­
lig h t— a t two sides of the  table, w ith all th e ir  hands in 
view, and th e  m edium ’s feet where the  Professor could see 
them . J u s t  near the  fa rth er end of the tab le  stood a 
small, round-topped stand, or teapoy, w ith one stout 
pillar to w hich the  top was perm anen tly  attached, and 
th ree  branching feet. A fter a few m inu tes had  elapsed a 
ra ttlin g  sound was heard  a t  the  sm all stand, as of wood 
knocking against wood, and th is sound was th rice repeated. 
They left th e ir  seats and looked around ; the  wooden rings 
had d isappeared from the  endless catgu t cord ; the  cord 
itse lf was found tied in  two loose knot*, through which the 
endless bladder band icas hanging uninjured.  The two 
solid wooden rings were— w here? Encircling the  pillar of 
th e  small stand, w ithout th e  slightest solution of the con­
tin u ity  of th e ir  fibres or those of the  p illar ' H ere  was a 
perm anent, m ost undeniable proof th a t  m a tte r could be 
passed th rough  m a tte r ; in short, to the  vulgar a ‘m iracle.’

N um erous o ther like phenom ena were obtained during 
th e  th ir ty  sittings which Professor Zollner had w ith Slade. 
Am ong them  th e  abstraction of coins from a herm etically- 
sealed box, and th e ir  passage through the  tab le  on to a 
slate held flat against th e  under side of th e  ta b le -to p ; 
w hile sim ultaneously two fragm ents of slate pencil 
laid on th e  slate a t the  com m encem ent of th e  experi­
m ent, were a t  the  close found to have passed into the 
sealed box. Again, two separate endless bands of leather 
laid loosely under th e  hands of Professor Zollner on the  
table, were under his very hands m ade to interlock, one 
w ith th e  other, w ithou t tlie  breaking  of th e  seals or any 
in ju ry  to th e  fibre of the  m aterial. A  work, taken  from 
the  library  shelf and laid upon a  slate which Slade held 
p artly  under the  edge of th e  table, disappeared, and 
a fte r th e  sitters had vainly searched for it  for the  space 
of five m inutes all over th e  room, and then  reseated 
them selves a t the  table, it  presently  fell s tra igh t from 
the  ceiling of the  room on to th e  table w ith violence. 
T he room was light, th e  seance was a t eight in the  
m orning, and the  book fell from th e  direction opposite 
to  th a t in w hich Slade was s i t t in g ; so no hum an hand 
could have throw n it. The small table, or stand p re ­
viously referred to, on one occasion, no one touching it,

began to slowly oscillate. W h at ■ fu rther happened we 
will le t Dr. Zollner him self describe :—  <

“ The m otions very soon became greater, and the  whole 
table approaching the  card-table laid itself under the 
latter, w ith its th ree feet tu rned  towards me. N either I  nor, 
as it  seemed, Mr. Slade, knew how the  phenom enon would 
fu rther develop,* since during the  space of a m inu te  which 
now elapsed nothing w hatever occurred. Slade was about 
to take slate and pencil to ask his “ spirits” w hether we 
had any th ing  still to expect, when I  wished to take  a 
nearer view of the  position of the  round table lying, as I  
supposed, under the  card-table. To my and Slade’s g reat 
astonishm ent we found the space beneath the card-table 
com pletely em pty, nor were we able to find in all th e  rest 
of the room th a t table which only a m inute before was 
present to our senses. In  the  expectation of its reappear­
ance we sat again a t the  card-table, Slade close to me, at 
the  same angle of th e  table opposite th a t near which the 
round table had stood before. W e m ight have sat about 
five or six m inutes in intense expectation of w hat should 
come, when suddenly Slade again asserted th a t he saw 
lights in the  air. A lthough I, as usual, could perceive 
nothing w hatever of the  kind, I  yet followed involuntarily 
w ith m y gaze th e  directions to  which Slade tu rned  his 
head, during  all which tim e our hands rem ained constant­
ly on the table, linked together (iiber-eivander licgend) ; 
under the table, my left leg was alm ost continually touch­
ing S lade’s righ t in its whole extent, which was quite 
w ithout design, and owing to our proxim ity a t the  same 
corner of the  table. Looking up in the  air, eagerly and 
astonished, in different directions, Slade asked me if I  did 
not perceive th e  g rea t lights. I  answered decidedly in 
the  negative ; b u t as I  tu rned  my head, following Slade’s 
gaze up to the  ceiling of the  room behind m y back, I 
suddenly observed, a t a he ight of about five feet, the 
h itherto  invisible table w ith its legs turnedupw ards, very 
quickly floating down in the  air upon the top of the  card- 
table. A lthough we involuntarily  drew back our heads 
sideways, Slade to th e  left and I to th e  right, to  avoid 
in jury  from th e  falling table, yet we were both, before the 
round table had laid itself down on th e  top of the  card- 
table, so violently struck  on the  side of the  head, th a t I  felt 
the  pain on the  left of m ine fully four hours after this 
occurrence, which took place a t about half-past eleven.”

The E nglish-reading public is under many obligations 
to Mr. Massey for his translation  and synopsis of the 
G erm an edition of Dr. Zollner’s work. H is self-imposed 
and entirely  disin terested  (he reaps no pecuniary profit 
from it) task  was th e  more difficult inasm uch as he was 
alm ost entirely  self-taught in German, and his satisfactory 
rendering of his au th o r is all the  more to be adm ired. In  
a  preface of some forty pages, Mr. Massey introduces us to 
th e  several personages concerned in the  ever-memorable 
Leipsic experim ents, and shows th e ir  evident good faith 
and credibility ; while in an appendix of tw enty  more, he 
handles w ith able lucidity  th e  question of the  two sides 
of the  proposition th a t evidence, to command assent, should 
be proportioned to th e  probability  or im probability of the 
fact to be proved.

I t  will in terest our readers, and perhaps th e  public, to 
learn th e  circum stances which led to Mr. Slade’s v isit to 
Europe in 1877, from which such startling  results have 
happened. In  th e  w inter of 1870-7 the  professors a t  tho 
Im perial U niversity  of St. Petersburgh, Russia, deter­
m ined— under th e  pressure of very august au thority—
to form a com m ittee for the  scientific investigation

• • • iof th e  m edium istie phenomena. The Hon. A lexandre 
Aksakof, R ussian Im perial Councillor, and now an 
officer of the  Theosophical Society, having long studied 
the  subject, was invited to lend his help. He, there­
fore, asked Colonel Olcott and the  Conductor of this 
Magazine, both th en  in America, to select out of the

• •  T h o  m o v e m e n t  o f  h e a v y  o b j e c t s  w i t h o u t  a n y  p o ss ib lo  c o n t a c t  b y  S la d e  
w a s  so  c o m m o n  t b n t  wo lo o k e d  o n  t h o  m o v e m e n t  o f  tb<j tp b l e  as  o n ly  th q  
b e g i n n i n g  o f  q f u r t h o r  s u c c e s s io n  o f  pUen©moD*»



best American mediums one whom they could recommend 
to the  Committee. A  careful search was accordingly 
made and Mr. Slade fixed upon for the following reasons :—• 
(1) His phenomena all occurred in full l i g h t ; (2) They were 
of a character to convince scientific men of the real presence 
of a force and the absence of charlatanry and sleight-of- 
hand ; (•*!) Slade was willing to be placed under any 
reasonable test conditions and assist in try ing scientific 
experiments— the importance of which he was intelligent 
enough to appreciate. So, after he had subm itted  himself 
for three months to an enquiry by a  Special Committee of 
our fellows, expressly chosen by President Olcott, out of 
the  skeptics in our Society ;and  the  Committee had favour­
ably reported, Mr. Aksakof was recommended to engage 
liim. In  due time the  choice was ratified, the  necessary 
money to pay Slade’s passage was sent to us, and the 
medium sailed from New York for Russia, via England. 
His subsequent adventures, including his arrest and trial a t 
London upon a malicious charge of a ttem pted  fraud, 
release, aud tr ium phant vindication of his psychic powers 
a t  Leipsic and other European capitals,— are all well 
known. It, is not too much to say th a t  in this one case the  
agency of the Theosophical Society was productive of an 
effect upon the relations of exact science with psychological 
research the importance of which must be felt for long 
years to come. Not only was Slade originally chosen 
by Theosophists for the European experiment and sent 
abroad, b u t  a t  his London trial he was defended by a 
Theosophist barrister, Mr. Massey ;a t  S t.Petersburg  another 
Theosophist, Mr. Aksakof, had him in ch a rg e ; and now 
Mr. Massey has bequeathed to future generations of English 
readers the full story of his wondrous psychical gifts.

G O L D E N  R U L E S  F O R  T H E  E X A M I N A T I O N  
O F  W IT N E S S E S .

H Y  D A V I D  P A U L  B R O W N .

The name of Mr. David Paul Brown, of the  Philadel­
phia Bar, is known throughout all America as th a t  of 
one of the  ablest and most successful criminal lawyers of 
the day. These “ Golden Rules” of his embody in a suc­
cinct form all the essential principles to be observed by 
counsel in the  m anagement of witnesses, and should be 
memorized by every one who aspires to rise in his profes-' 
sion. W e are led to transfer them  to our columns 
because, among our subscribers, are a very large num ber of 
pleaders and law-students to whom the  directions will be 
especially valuable. They are as follows :—

“ There is often more eloquence, more mind, more know­
ledge of hum an nature displayed in the  examination of 
witnesses than  in the discussion of the  cause to which their 
testimony relates. Evidence without argum ent is worth 
much more than  argument without evidence. In their  
union they are irresistible.

“ The trisil of a cause may be aptly compared to the pro­
gress of a painting. You first lay your groundwork, then 
sketch your various figures, and finally by the  power and 
coloring of argum ent separate them or group them to­
gether with all the advantages of light and shade. But 
if the  groundwork be imperfect or the  delineations 
indistinct, your labor will frequently commence where it 
ought to conclude, and even after all will prove u t terly  
unsatisfactory if not contemptible. Or perhaps it  may 
more justly  be likened to a complicated piece of music, 
■wherein a single false note may destroy the  entire harmony 
of the  performance.

“ F irs t  as to your own witnesses:
“ I. If they are bold and may injure your cause by pert- 

ness or forwardness, observe a gravity and ceremony of 
m anner toward them which may be calculated to repress 
the ir  assurance.

“ II .  I f  they are alarmed or diffident and their thoughts 
are evidently scattered, commence your examination with 
matters of a familiar character remotely connected with 
the subject pf their  alarm or the  m a tte r  in issue; as, for

instance, W here  do you live ? Do you know the  parties ? 
How long have you known them  1 &c. And when you 
have restored them to the ir  composure, and the mind has 
regained its equilibrium, proceed to the more essential 
features of the case, being careful to be mild and distinct 
in your approaches, lest you may trouble the  fountain 
again from which you are to drink.

“ I I I .  I f  the  evidence of your own witnesses be unfavor­
able to you (which should always be carefully guarded 
against) exhibit no want of com posure; for there are 
many minds th a t  form opinions of the na ture  or character 
of testimony chiefly from the effect which i t  may appear 
to produce upon the counsel.

“ IV. I f  you perceive th a t  the mind of the  witness is 
imbued with prejudices against your client, hope bu t little 
from such a quar te r— unless there be some facts which 
are essential to your client’s protection and which that 
witness alone can prove, either do not call him, or get rid 
of him as soon as possible. If  the opposite party perceive 
the bias to which I have referred he may employ it to 
your ruin. In judicial inquiries of all possible evils, the 
worst and the  least to be resisted is an enemy in the 
disguise of a friend. Y o u  cannot impeach him, you can­
not cross-examine him, you cannot disarm him, you cannot 
indirectly even assail him, and if you exercise tiie only 
privilege th a t  is left to you and call other witnesses for 
the purpose of explanation, you m ust bear in mind that 
instead of carrying the war into the enemy’s country, the 
struggle is still between sections, of your own forces, and 
in the very heart perhaps of your own camp. Avoid this 
by all means.

“ V. Never call a witness whom your adversary will be 
compelled to call. This will afford you the  privilege of 
cross-examination, take from your opponent the  same pri­
vilege it thus gives to you, and iu addition thereto, not 
only render everything unfavorably said by the  witness 
doubly operative against the  party calling him, bu t also 
deprive th a t  party of the  power of counteracting tho 
effect of the  testimony.

“ VI. Never ask a question without an object, nor 
without being able to connect th a t  object, with the  case, 
if objected to as irrelative.

“ VII. Be careful not to pu t your question in such a 
shape tha t  if opposed for informality you cannot sustain it 
or a t all events produce a strong reason in its support. 
F requent failures in the  discussions of points of evidence 
enfeeble your strength in the estimation of the jury , and 
greatly impair your hopes in the  final result.

“ V III .  Never object to a question from your adversary 
w ithout being able and disposed to enforce the  objection. 
N othing is so monstrous as to be constantly making and 
withdrawing objections ; it  either indicates a want of 
correct perception in m aking them or a deficiency of reason 
or of moral courage in not m aking them  good.

“ IX. Speak to your witness clearly and distinctly, as if 
you were awake and engaged in a m atter  of interest, and 
make him also speak distinctly and to your question. 
How can it  be supposed tha t  the Court and ju ry  will be 
inclined to listen when the  only struggle seems to bo 
whether the  counsel or the  witness shall first go to sleep.

“ X. Modulate your voice as circumstances may direct. 
Inspire the fearful and repress the  bold.

“ XI. Never begin before you are ready, and always 
finish when you have done. In  other words, do not 
question for question’s sake, bu t for an answer,”

• C r o s s - E x a m i n a t i o n .

“ I. Except in indifferent matters, never take your eye 
from tha t  of the w itn ess ; this is a channel of communica­
tion from mind to mind, the loss of which nothing can 
compensate.

( t W i t h  fa l s e h o o d ,  h a t r e d ,  a u g e r ,  s co rn ,  d e s p a i r ,
A n d  a l l t h o  p a s s i o n s —al l  t h e  sou l  is t h e r e . ”

“ II. Be not regardless, either, of the  voice of the wit­
ness ; next to the eye, this is perhaps the  best interpreter 
of his mind, The very design to screen conscience from



crime— tlie mental reservation of the witness— is often 
manifested in the tone, or accent, or emphasis of tlie voice. 
For instance, it becoming important to know th a t  the  witness 
was at tho corner of Sixth and Chesnnt streets a t  a certain 
time, the question is asked. Where you at, the  corner of 
Sixth and Chestnut streets a t six o’clock ? A frank w it­
ness would answer, perhaps, “ T was near there. ’ B u t a 
witness who had been there, desirous to conceal the fact 
nnd to defeat your object, speaking to the  le tter rather 
than spirit of the inquiry, answers “ No," a lthough lie 
may have been within a stone’s throw of the place, or at 
the  very place, within ten minutes of the time. The 
common answer of such a witness would be— “ I was not 
a t  tho corner at six o'clock!' '

“Emphasizingboth words plainly implies a mental evasion 
or equivocation, and gives rise, with a skilful examiner, to 
the question, “ A t what hour were you at the corner ?” or,
“ A t what, place were you at six o’clock?” And in nine 
instances out o ften ,  it will appear th a t  the  witness was at 
the  place about, the time, or a t  the  time about the place. 
There is no scope for further illustrations ; bu t  be watch­
ful, I say, of the voice, and the principle may be easily 
applied.

“ I II .  Be mild with the  mild, shrewd with the  crafty, 
confiding with the honest, merciful to the  young, the  frail, 
or the fearful, rough to the ruffian, and a thunderbolt to the 
liar. But in all this, never be unmindful of your own 
dignity. Bring to bear all the powers of your mind, not 
th a t  you may shine, but tha t  virtue may triumph, and 
your cause may prosper.

“ IV. In a criminal, especially in a capital case, so long 
as your cause stands well, ask hut few questions, and be 
certain never to ask any, the answer to which, if against 
you, may destroy your client, unless you know the witness 
perfectly well, and know that, his answer will bo favorable 
equally well, or unless you be prepared with testimony to 
destroy him if he plays the traitor to the t ru th  and your 
expectations.

“ V. An equivocal question is almost as much to he 
avoided and condemned as an equivocal answer, and it, 
always leads to or excuses an equivocal answer. Single­
ness of purpose, clearly expressed, is the best t ra it in the 
examination of witnesses, whether they be honest or the 
reverse. Falsehood is not, detected by cunning, bu t  by the 
light of tru th  ; or if by cunning, it is the  cunning of the 
witness, and not of the  counsel.

“ VI. If  the witness determine to be wily or refractory 
with you, you had better settle th a t  account with him at 
first, or its items will increase with the  examination. Let 
him have an opportunity to satisfy himself e ither  tha t  he 
has mistaken your power or his own. B u t  in any result 
bo careful th a t  you do not lose your temper. Anger is 
always the precursor or evidence of assured defeat in every 
intellectual conflict.

“ VII. Like a skilful chess-player, in every move fix 
. your mind upon tho combinations and relations of the 
gam e; partial and temporary success may otherwise end in 
total and remediless defeat. ‘

“ V III. Never undervalue your adversary, bu t  stand 
steadily upon your guard ; a random blow may be ju s t  as 
fatal as though it were directed by the most consummate 
skill. The negligence of tho one often cures and some­
times renders effective tho blunders of another.

“ IX. Be respectful to the Court and to the jury, kind 
to your colleague, civil to your antagonist, b u t  never 
sacrifice the slightest principle of duty  to an overweening 
deference toward either.”

TKJER AND UKOI'ARD.— A EUROPEAN FRIEND OF OURS 
is anxious to procure a number of skins of the  tiger and 
leopard. H e  would like, if possible, to have them in an 
unmutilatod condition, th a t  is, with tho heads and elaws 
attached, bu t a t any rate to get them. Will our subscri­
bers and correspondents do us the favour of reporting how 
many skins are obtainable in the ir  several localities, and at 
what cost ? Please address the Manager of this Journal,

T H E  E L E C T R I C  A N D  M A G N E T IC  A F F I N I T I E S  
R E T  11 rE E N  M A  N  A  N D  N A  T U R  E. :

W ithou t  going too deeply into certain vexed questions 
based upon what the  orthodox men of science please to term 
the “ hypothetical ” conclusions of the Psychological School,, 
whenever we meet with discoveries made by the former, 
coinciding perfectly with the teachings of the latter, we 
th ink  ourselves entitled to make tlieni known to the  world 
of skeptics, For instance, this psychological, or spiritual, 
school holds tha t  “ every being and naturally-formed object 
is in its beginning, a spiritual or monadial entity” which, 
having its origin in the  spiritual or monadial plane of 
existence, must, necessarily have as many relations with the 
la tter as it lias with the  material or sensuous plane in which 
it  physically developes itself. T hat “ each, according to 
species, evolves from its monadial centre an essential aura, 
which has positive and negative magnetoid relations with 
the essential aura of every other, and that, mesmeric a t ­
traction and repulsion exhibiting a strong analogy with 
magnetic .attraction and repulsion, this analogous attraction 
aud repulsion obtains not only between individuals of tlio 
same, but of different species, not only iu animate bu t in 
inanimate nature.” (Clairvoi/ance, Jlycjienic and Medical, 
by Jacob Dixon, L. S. A. L.) . 1

Thus if we give our a ttention bu t to the electric and 
magnetic fluids in men and animals, and the existing mys­
terious but. undoubted interrelation between these two, as 
well as between both of them and plants and minerals, we 
will haye an inexhaustible field of research, which may 
lead us to understand more easily the production of certain 
phenomena. The modification of the peripheral ex tre ­
mities of nerves by which electricity is generated and dis­
charged in certain jrenera of fishes, is of the most wonder-o o ‘ . t
ful character, and yet, to this very day its nature remains 
a mystery to exact science. For when it lias told us th a t  
the  electric organs of the fish generate the electricity which 
is rendered active by nervous influence, it lias given ns an 
explanation as hypothetical as th a t  of the psychologists 
whose theories it  rejects in ioto. The horse has nerves 
and muscles as well as a fish, and even more so ; the exist­
ence ofaniinal electricity is a well-established fact, and the 
presence of muscular currents has been found in the  undi­
vided as well a,s in the di vided muscles of all the animals, 
and even in those of man. And yet by th e  simple lashing 
of its feeble tail a small electrical fish prostrates a strong 
horse! Whence this electric power, and what is the  u l t i ­
mate nature and essence of the electric fluid ? W hether as 
a cause or effect, a primary agent or a correlation, the rea­
son for each of its manifestations is yet hypothetical. How 
much, or how little has it to do with vital power ? Such 
are the ever-recurring and always unanswerable queries. 
One th ing  we know, though, and th a t  is, th a t  the  pheno­
mena of electricity as well as those of heat and phospho­
rescence, within the animal body, depend on chemical 
act ions; and tha t  those take place in the system ju s t  as they 
would in a  chemist’s laboratory ; ever modified by and sub­
jected to this same mysterious Proteus— the Vital Principle, 
of which science can tell us nothing.

The quarrel between (Jalvani and Volta is well known. 
One was backed by no less an authority  than Alexander 
Humboldt, the other by the  subsequent discoveries of Mat- 
teueci, Dubois Reymond, Brown-Sequard, and others. By 
their  combined efforts, it  was positively established tha t  a 
production of electricity waft constantly going on in all the 
tissues of the living animal economy; that, each element­
ary bundle ol'fibrils in a inuscle was like a  couple iu a gal­
vanic ba tte ry ;  and th a t  the longtitudinal surface of a 
muscle acts like the  positi ve pole of a pile, or galvanic bat­
tery, while the transverse surface acts like the negative 
pole. Tho la tter  was discovered by one of tho greatest physi­
ologists of our century-—Dubois Ileymond ; who, neverthe­
less, was the greatest opponent of Baron Reichenbach, the 
discoverer of the Od Force, and ever showed himself the 
most fierce and irreconcilable enemy of transcendental spe­
culation, or what, is best known as the st udy of the occult,
i.e., the yet undiscovered forces in nature, , -



E v e r y  n e w l y - d i s c o v e r e d  p o w e r ,  e a c h  h i t h e r t o  u n k n o w n  
c o r r e l a t i o n  o f t l i . i t  g r e a t  a n d  u n k n o w n  F o r c e  o r  t h e  P r i m a l  

C a u s e  o t  a l l ,  w h i c h  i s  n o  l e s s  h y p o t h e t i c a l  t o  s k e p t i c a l  
s c i e n c e  t h a n  t o  t h e  c o m m o n  c r e d u l o u s  m o r t a l s ,  wa.s , p r e v i o u s  
t o  i t s  d i s c o v e r y ,  a n  occult power of nature. O n c e  o n  t h e  

t r a c k  o f  a  n e w  p h e n o m e n o n  s c i e n c e  g i v e s  a n  e x p o s i t i o n  o f  
t h e  t a c t s — t i r s t  i n d e p e n d e n t  o f  a n y  h y p o t h e s i s  a s  t o  t h e  
c a u s e s  o f  t h i s  m a n i f e s t a t i o n  ; t h e n — f i n d i n g  t h e i r  a c c o u n t  

i n c o m p l e t e  a n d  u n s a t i s f a c t o r y  t o  t h e  p u b l i c ,  i t s  v o t a r i e s  

b e g i n  t o  i n v e n t  g e n e r a l i z a t i o n s ,  t o  p r e s e n t  h y p o t h e s e s  b a s e d  
u p o n  a  c e r t a i n  k n o w l e d g e  o f  p r i n c i p l e s  a l l e g e d  t o  b e  a t  w o r k  
b y  r e a s s e r t i n g  t h e  l a w s  o f  t h e i r  m u t u a l  c o n n e c t i o n  a n d  d e ­
p e n d e n c e .  T h e y  h a v e  not explained t h e  p h e n o m e n o n  ; t h e y  
l i a v e  b u t  s u g g e s t e d  h o w  i t  m i g h t  b e  p r o d u c e d ,  a n d  o f f e r e d  
m o r e  o r  l e s s  v a l i d  r e a s o n s  t o  s h o w  h o w  i t  c o u l d  n o t  b e  p r o ­
d u c e d ,  a n d  y e t  a  h y p o t h e s i s  f r o m  t h e i r  o p p o n e n t , s ’ c a m ] )  
t h a t  o l  t h e  T r a n s c e n d e n t a l i s t s ,  t h e  S p i r i t u a l i s t s  a n d  P s y ­
c h o l o g i s t s ,  i s  g e n e r a l l y  l a u g h e d  d o w n  b y  t h e m  b e f o r e  a l m o s t  

t h e s e  l a t t e r  h a v e  o p e n e d  t h e i r  m o u t h s .  W e  w i l l  n o t i c e  a  f e w  

o f  t h e  n e w l y - d i s c o v e r e d  e l e c t r o - m a g n e t i c  p h e n o m e n a  w h i c h  
a r e  s t i l l  a w a i t i n g  a n  e x p l a n a t i o n .

I n  t h e  s y s t e m s  o f  c e r t a i n  p e o p l e  t h e  a c c u m u l a t i o n  a n d  
s e c r e t i o n  o t  e l e c t r i c i t y ,  r e a c h  u n d e r  c e r t a i n  c o n d i t i o n s ,  t o  
a  v e r y  h i g h  d e g r e e .  T h i s  p h e n o m e n o n  i s  e s p e c i a l l y  o b s e r v ­
e d  i n  c o l d  a m i  d r y  c l i m a t e s ,  l i k e  C a n a d a ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e  
a s  w e l l  a s  i u  h o t ,  b u t  a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e ,  d r y  c o u n t r i e s .  T h u s ,  
— 011 t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  t h a t  w e l l - k n o w n  m e d i c a l  j o u r n a l ,  
t h e  Lancet— o n e  c a n  f r e q u e n t l y  m e e t  w i t h  - p e o p l e  w h o  

h a v e  b u t  t o  a p p r o a c h  t h e i r  i n d e x  f i n g e r s  t o  a  g a s - b e a k  
f r o m  w h i c h  a  . s t r e a m  o f  g a s  i s  i s s u i n g ,  t o  l i g h t  t l i c  g a s  a s  i f  
a  b u r n i n g  m a t c h  h a d  b e e n  a p p l i e d  t o  i t .  T h e  n o t e d  
A m e r i c a n  p h y s i o l o g i s t .  D r .  J .  1:1. H a m m o n d ,  p o s s e s s e s  t h i s  
a b n o r m a l  f a c u l t y  u p o n  w h i c h  h e  d i s c o u r s e s  a t  l e n g t h  i u  
h i s  s c i e n t i f i c  a r t i c l e s .  T h e  A f r i c a n  e x p l o r e r  a n d  t r a v e l l e r  
M i t e h i s o n  i n f o r m s  u s  o f  a  s t i l l  m o r e  m a r v e l l o u s  fact , .  
A V h i l e  i n  t h e  w e s t e r n  p a r t  o f  C e n t r a l  A f r i c a ,  h e  h a p p e n e d  

a t  v a r i o u s  t i m e s  i n  a  f i t  o f  p a s s i o n  a n d  e x a s p e r a t i o n  a t  t h e  

n a t i v e s ,  t o  d e a l  w i t h  h i s  w h i p  a  h e a v y  b l o w  t o  a  n e g r o .  

T o  h i s  i n t e n s e  a s t o n i s h m e n t  t h e  b l o w  b r o u g h t  o u t  a  s h o w e r  
o f  s p a r k s  f r o m  t h e  b o d y  o f  t h e  v i c t i m  : t h e  t r a v e l l e r ’s  a m a z e ­
m e n t  b e i n g  i n t e n s i f i e d  b y  h i s  r e m a r k i n g  t h a t  t h e  p h e n o ­
m e n o n  p r o v o k e d  110 c o m m e n t s ,  n o r  s e e m e d  t o  e x c i t e  a n y  

s u r p r i s e  a m o n g  t h e  o t h e r  n a t i v e s  w h o  w i t n e s s e d  t h e  f a c t .  
T h e y  a p p e a r e d  t o  l o o k  u p o n  i t  a s  s o m e t h i n g  q u i t e  u s u a l  
a n d  i n  t h e  o r d i n a r y  r u n  o f  t h i n g s .  I t  w a s  b y  a  s e r i e s  o f  

e x p e r i m e n t s  t h a t  h e  a s c e r t a i n e d  a t  l a s t ,  t h a t  u n d e r  c e r t a i n  
a t m o s p h e r i c  c o n d i t i o n s  a n d  e s p e c i a l l y  d u r i n g  t h e  s l i g h t ­
e s t  m e n t a l  e x c i t e m e n t  i t  w a s  p o s s i b l e  t o  e x t r a c t  f r o m  t h e  
e b o n y - b l a c k  b o d y  o f  n e a r l y  e v e r y  n e g r o  o f  t h e s e  r e g i o n s  

a  m a s s  o f  e l e c t r i c  s p a r k s ;  i n  o l d e r  t o  a c h i e v e  t h e  p h e n o ­
m e n o n  i t  . su f f ic e d  t o  g e n t l y  s t r o k e '  h i s  s k i n ,  o r  e v e n  t o  

t o u c h  i t  w i t h  t h e  h a n d .  W h e n  t h e  n e g r o e s  r e m a i n e d  c a l m  
a n d  q u i e t  110 s p a r k s  c o u l d  b e  o b t a i n e d  f r o m  t h e i r  b o d i e s .

I n  t h e  American Journal of Science, P r o f e s s o r  L o o m i s  

s h o w s  t h a t  ‘' p e r s o n s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  c h i l d i e n ,  w e a r i n g  d r y  s l i p ­
p e r s  w i t h  t h i n  s o l e s ,  a n d  a  s i l k  o r  w o o l l e n  d r o s s ,  i n  a  w a r m  

l o o m  h e a t e d  t o  a t  l e a s t  7 0 ’, a n d  c o v e r e d  w i t h  a  t h i c k  

v e l v e t  c a r p e t ,  o f t e n  b e c o m e  s o  e l e c t r i c a l l y  e x c i t e d  b y  
s k i p p i n g  a c r o s s  t h e  r o o m  w i t h  a  s h u t t l i n g  m o t i o n ,  a n d  r u b ­
b i n g  t h e  s h o e s  a c r o s s  t h e  c a r p e t ,  t h a t  s p a r k s  a r e  p r o d u c e d  
o n  t h e i r  c o m i n g  i n  c o n t a c t  w i t h  o t h e r  b o d i e s ,  a n d  011 t h e i r  
p r e s e n t i n g  a  f i n g e r  t o  a  g a s - b u r n e r ,  t h e  g a s  m a y  b e  i g n i t ­
e d .  S u l p h u r i c  e t h e r  h a s  b e e n  t h u s  i n f l a m e d ,  a n d  i n  d r y ,

' c o l d  w e a t h e r  s p a r k s ,  h a l f  a n  i n c h  i n  l e n g t h ,  h a v e  b e e n  
g i v e n  f o r t h  b y  y o u n g  l a d i e s  w h o  h a d  b e e n  d a n c i n g ,  a n d  
p u l v e r i z e d  r e s i n  h a s  b e e n  t h u s  i n f l a m e d ” . S o  m u c h  f o r  
e l e c t r i c i t y  g e n e r a t e d  b y  h u m a n  b e i n g s .  B u t  t h i s  f o r c e  
i s  e v e r  a t  w o r k  t h r o u g h o u t  a l l  n a t u r e ; a n d  w e  a r e  t o l d  b y  

L i v i n g s t o n e  i n  h i s  Travels in South Africa,  t h a t  t h e  h o t  
w i n d  w h i c h  b l o w s  d u r i n g  t h e  d r y  s e a s o n s  o v e r  t h e  d e s e r t  
f r o m  n o r t h  t o  s o u t h  “ i s  i n  s u c h  a n  e l e c t r i c  s t a t e  t h a t  a  
b u n c h  o f  o s t r i c h  f e a t h e r s ,  h e l d  a  f e w  s e c o n d s  a g a i n s t  i t ,  
b e c o m e s  a s  s t r o n g l y  c h a r g e d  a s  i f  a t t a c h e d  t o  a  p o w e r f u l  
e l e c t r i c  m a c h i n e ,  a n d  c l a s p s  t h e  a d v a n c i n g  h a n d  w i t h  a
s h a r p  c r a c k l i n g  s o u n d ........................ B y  a  l i t t l e  f r i c t i o n  t h e  f u r  .
of the m antles worn by the natives givey ou t a lumimmg

a p p e a r a n c e .  I t  i s  p r o d u c e d  e v e n  b y  t h e  m o t i o n  c o m m u n i ­
c a t e d  i n  r i d i n g  ; a u d  a  r u b b i n g  w i t h  t h e  h a n d  c a u s e s  s p a r k s  
a n d  d i s t i n c t  c r e p i t a t i o n s  t o  b e  e m i t t e d . ”

F r o m  s o m e  f a c t s  e l i c i t e d  b y  M .  J .  J o n e s ,  o f  P e c k h a m ,  
w e  f i n d  t h e m  a n a l o g o u s  t o  t h e  e x p e r i m e n t s  o f  D r .  R c i e h e n -  
b a c h .  W e  o b s e r v e  t h a t  “ a  n i a g n e t o i d  r e l a t i o n  s u b s i s t s  
b e t w e e n  s u b j e c t s  o f  a  n e r v o u s  t e m p e r a m e n t  a n d  s h e l l s — ■ 
t h e  o u t g r o w t h  o f  l i v i n g  e n t i t i e s ,  a n d  w h i c h ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  d e ­
t e r m i n e d  t h e  d y n a m i c a l  q u a l i t i e s  o f  t h e i r  n a t u r a l  c o v e r i n g s . ” 
T h e  e x p e r i m e n t e r  v e r i f i e d  t h e  r e s u l t s  u p o u  f o u r  d i f f e r e n t  
s e n s i t i v e  s u b j e c t s .  H e  s a y s  t h a t  h e  " w a s  f i r s t  d r a w n  t o  
t h e  e n q u i r y  b y  t h e  f a c t  o f  a  l a d y  l o o k i n g  a t  a  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  
s h e l l s ,  c o m p l a i n i n g  o f  p a i n  w h i l e  h o l d i n g  o n e  o f  t h e m .  
H i s  m e t h o d  o f  e x p e r i m e n t i n g  w a s  s i m p l y  t o  p l a c e  a  s h e l l  
i n  t h e  s u b j e c t ’s  h a n d  ; t h e  purpiim chocolatuw, i n  a b o u t  

f o u r  m i n u t e s ,  p r o d u c e d  c o n t r a c t i o n  o f  t h e  f i n g e r s ,  a n d  
p a i n f u l ,  r i g i d i t y  o f  t h e  a r m ,  w h i c h  e f f e c t s  w e r e  r e m o v e d  
b y  q u i c k  p a s s e s ,  w i t h o u t  c o n t a c t ,  f r o m  t h e  s h o u l d e r s  o f f  a t  
t h e  f i n g e r s . ”

A g a i n ,  h e  e x p e r i m e n t e d  w i t h  a b o u t  t h i r t y  s h e l l s ,  o f  
w h i c h  h e  t r i e d  t w e l v e ,  011 M a y  !J, 1 8 5 3  ; o n e  o f  t h e s e  c a u s ­
i n g  a c u t e  p a i n  i n  t h o  a r m  a n d  h e a d  f o l l o w e d  b y  i n s e n s i b i l i t y .

“ H e  t h e n  r e m o v e d  t h e  p a t i e n t  t o  a  s o f a ,  a n d  t h e  s h e l l s  t o  
a  s i d e b o a r d .  “ I 11 a  s h o r t  t i m e ” s a y s  M r .  D i x o n ,  f r o m  w h o s e  
b o o k  w e  q u o t e  t h e  e x p e r i m e n t ,  “ t o  h i s  a s t o n i s h m e n t  t h e  
p a t i e n t ,  w h i l e  s t i l l  i n s e n s i b l e ,  g r a d u a l l y  r a i s e d  h e r  c l a s p e d  
h a n d s ,  t u r n i n g  t h e m  t o w a r d s  t h e  s h e l l s  011 t h e  s i d e b o a r d ,  
s t r e t c h i n g  t h e  a r m s  o u t  a t  f u l l  l e n g t h ,  a n d  p o i n t i n g  t o  
t h e m .  H e  p u t  d o w n  h e r  h a n d s ;  s h e  r a i s e d  t h e m  a g a i n ,  

h e r  h e a d  a n d  b o d y  g r a d u a l l y  f o l l o w i n g .  H e  h a d  h e r  r e ­
m o v e d  t o  a n o t h e r  r o o m ,  s e p a r a t e d  f r o m  t h a t  c o n t a i n i n g  
t h e  s h e l l s  b y  a  n i n e - i n c h  w a l l ,  a  p a s s a g e ,  a n d  a  l a t h  a n d  
p l a s t e r  w a l l  ; t h e  p h e n o m e n o n ,  s t r a n g e  t o  s a y ,  w a s  r e p e a t e d .  
H e  t h e n  h a d  t h e  s h e l l s  r e m o v e d  i n t o  a b a c k  r o o m ,  a n d  s u b ­
s e q u e n t l y  i n t o  o t h e r  p l a c e s ,  o n e  o f  w h i c h  w a s  o u t  o f  t h e  
h o u s e .  A t  e a c h  r e m o v a l  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  h a n d s  a l t e r e d  

t o  e a c h  n e w  p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  s h e l l s .  T h e  p a t i e n t  c o n t i n u e d  
i n s e n s i b l e . . .  f o r  f o u r  d a y s .  O n  t h e  t h i r d  o f  t h e s e  d a y s  t h e  a r m  

o f  t h e  h a n d  t h a t  h a d  h e l d  t h e  s h e l l s  w n s  s w o l l e n ,  s p o t t e d ,  

a n d  d a r k - c o l o u r e d .  O 11 t h e  m o r n i n g  o f  t h e  f o u r t h  d a y ,  
t h e s e  a p p e a r a n c e s  h a d  g o n e ,  a n d  a  y e l l o w  t i n g e  o n l y  r e ­
m a i n e d  011 t h e  h a n d .  T h e  e f f l u e n c e  w h i c h  h a d  a c t e d  m o s t  
p o t e n t l y , i n t h i s e x p c r i m e n t ,  p r o c e e d e d  f r o m  t h e  cinder murex 
a n d  t h e  ehania viaerophylhi, w h i c h  w a s  m o s t  w o n d e r f u l ; t h e  

o t h e r s  o f  t h e  t w e l v e  w e r e  t h e  purjmrata cookia, cerethinum 
orth.,pyrula ficordin, tea urchin. ( A u s t r a l i a ) ,  valuta can- 
tioiea, volute, muxicapurpura chocolatum,purpura hyppocas 
tannin, mehtne/ria, jhtviinc.it,, a n d  monodonta dcelivex.”

I 11 a  v o l u m e  e n t i t l e d  “ T h e  N a t u r a l  a n d  t h e  S u p e r n a t u ­
r a l  ” M .  J o n e s  r e p o r t s  h a v i n g  t e s t e d  t h e  n i a g n e t o i d  a c t i o n  

o f  v a r i o u s  s t o n e s  a n d  w o o d  w i t h  a n a l o g o u s  r e s u l t s ;  b u t ,  
a s  w e  h a v e  n o t  s e e n  t h e  w o r k  w e  c a n  s a y  n o t h i n g  o f  t h e  
e x p e r i m e n t .  I n  t h e  n e x t  n u m b e r  w e  w i l l  e n d e a v o u r  t o  g i v e  
s o m e  m o r e  f a c t s  a n d  t h e n  p r o s e e d  t o  c o m p a r e  t h e  “ h y ­
p o t h e s e s ” o f  b o t h  t h e  e x a c t  a n d  t h e  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  s c i e n c e s  
a s  t o  t h e  c a u s e s  o f  t h i s  i n t e r - a c t i o n  b e t w e e n  m a n  a u d  

n a t u r e ,  t h e  Microcosm a n d  t h e  Macrocosm.
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In sp e c to r  o f  l ’olicu, T a n n a  D is tr ic t.

I  r e a d  w i t h  g r e a t  i n t e r e s t  t h e  s t o r y  o f  t h e  p h y s i o l o g i c a l  

t e s t  f o r  t h i e f - c a t c h i n g ,  s u p p l i e d  t o  y o u  b y  D r .  B a t u k r a m ,  

a n d  i n s e r t e d  a t  p a g e  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  v o l u m e  o f  t h e  T h e o  
s o l ’j u s t  w i t h  a n  e d i t o r i a l  f o o t - n o t e .  A V it l i  r e f e r e n c e  t o  
y o u r  n o t e ,  I  b e g  t o  s t a t e  t h a t  011 t h e  2 ”) t l u l a y  o f  A u g u s t  1 8 8 0 ,  

s e v e r a l  g o l d  a n d  s i l v e r  o r n a m e n t s ,  t o  t h e  a g g r e g a t e  v a l u e  o f  
I i s .  (JO, w e r e  s t o l e n  f r o m  t h e  h o u s e  o f  a  W a d w a l ,  n a m e d  
M a h a d e o  J h a o r i a ,  i n  N u r p u r ,  a  v i l l a g e  t w o  m i l e s  w e s t w a r d  
f r o m  t h e  D h a u a  R a i l w a y  S t a t i o n  011 t h e  B .  B .  &  C .  I .  l i n e .  

O n  t h e  d a y  f o l l o w i n g  a  B l i a g a t  R a m j i  B a j a  W a r l i ,  o f
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Koubsul, was called to enquire into tlie theft. Tlie 
Bhagat requested all the villagers of the  Wadwnl castes, 
seventy in number, to be assembled on the open ground 
in front of the P a te l’s house. There, in the  presence of 
all lie took out a  small brass pot of a round form from 
his hand-bag, and putt ing  i t  on the ground, chanted 
some K okani words. After a time the  pot became 
self-agitated and began to roll about the  assemblage 
until it  touched the  feet of one Barik Mangla, brother 
to a clerk in the  Fam ily  Prin ting  Press, in Fnnas- 
wari a t Bombay. On asking him if he were guilty, he 
adm itted  the  offence before the  Patel Bapu Nana, and 
said he had given over the  property to one Bhagur Jh in a  
for disposal. B u t th is  inan having been questioned by the 
people of Nurpur, denied all knowledge of the  theft, and 
said th a t  Barik was liis enemy. Thereupon Barik was a r ­
rested by the  Patel, and taken before th e F o u jd a ro f  Dlianu, 
who made enquiries and finding no direct proof against 
the accused, released him 011 the  10th of Septem ber 1880. 
Hence anger and a  spirit of revenge took root in the  heart 
of Mahadeo 011 account of losing his ornaments, which 
were not produced by Barik although a  B hagat was em­
ployed with a view to find out the  t ru th  of the  case. The 
result was th a t  on the  n ight of the  9th November 1880, 
Mahadeo went into the  field of Barik, which is near the  
Railway line, and killed him there in the  presence of his 
wife, Radki. The case is now under investigation by the  
District Police.

Bam lora, 
oth December, 1880.

(Concluded from tho January  number.)

P u r e  g o l d  a r t i f i c i a l l y  m a d e .

A n  a c c o u n t  of  s o m e  E x p e r i m e n t s  o n  M c r c u i y ,  S i lv e r ,  a n d  G o ld ,  m a d e  a t  
G u i ld f o r d  in  M a y  1782, in  t h e  L a b o r a t o r y  o f  J a m e s  l ’r i c e ,  M .D . ,  F .K .S . ,  
t o  w h ich  is p r e f i x e d  a u  a b r i d g m e n t  of  B o y le ' s  A c c o u n t  o f  a  D e g r a d a t i o n  
o f  Gold .

( T H A N S t i t l D I ! I )  l 'OK “  T1IK T l lK O S O I’l l I S t ”  JIT l ’ETK It  D A V I D S O N ,  K S ^ . ,  K T . S  )
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Made, Saturday, May 25, 1782, in the  presence of the 
Lords Ouslow, King, and Palmerstone, Sir Robert Barker, 
and Sir Philip N. Clarke, Barts  ; the  Rev. 0 .  Manning,
B. Anderson, G. Pollen, J .  Robinson, Clerks ; D r.  Spencer, 
William Maim Godschall, William Smith, W. Godschall 
Junr., Esqs., Messrs. Gregory and Russell.

,^ij mercury were taken  from th e  cistern formerly 
mentioned, and in a similar manner, and rubbed up with 
a few drops of Y it  : E ther, in the  small mortar, as in 
Experim ent VI.

A bare grain of the white powder was projected, and 
afterwards rubbed up with it. The mercury, which 
before the  addition of the powder had been very bright 
aud fluid, was now perceived by the company to  be dull 
and run heav ily ; it  was poured out into a small glass 
vessel and after standing for about 45 minutes, was pu t 
into a cloth to be strained. I t  now poured so sluggishly 
th a t  the  la tter portion of it  seemed in a  sta te  intermediate 
between fluidity and solidity, or to use a term  less scienti­
fic, but like m any other vulgar ones, very descriptive, 
poured “ groaty.”

A great part  of the  superfluous mercury being strained off, 
a mass similar to an amalgam was left in th e  cloth; and the 
remaining mercury which could not be pressed out bcino- 
driven off by fire from a portion (about a fourth) of the 
whole mass, a globule of white m eta l which had all the 
appearance of silver remained, and was k ep t  in a white 
heat for about 2 minutes, before the  blow-pipe. This 
globule weighed about 10 grains, so th a t  the  whole product, 
by means of one grain, would have been found, if collected’ 
to be 40 g ra in s ; besides what was left iu the expressed 
mercury.

On the same day and before the same company :— Half 
an ounce of mercury revoirfied from cinnabar, brought by 
the Rev. Mr. Anderson, was by him placed in a small 
round English crucible, taken from among a number ot 
others in the laboratory, by Lord Palmerstone, on a flux 
composed of a small piece of charcoal and a piece of borax, 
both taken  casually-by some of the  company from large 
quantities, and pounded in a mortar previously imspected' 
by those present.

This flux being pressed down in the crucible with a small 
pestle, also examined, the  mercury was poured into the 
depression, by one of the  spectators, and on i t  h a lf a  grain, 
bare weight, of the  Red Powder, was pu t by Lord Palm er­
stone. The crucible being then covered with a lid taken 
in the  same manner as the  crucible from among many 
others, and shown round to the  company, was placed in 
the  furnace, surrounded by lighted charcQal.

One or more of the  company, particularly the  Lords 
K ing  and Palmerstone were during the  whole time of the 
experiment close to the  furnace and operator ; and as 
requested by him, gave the  closest attention to every part 
of the process.

W hen the crucible had acquired a full red heat, the 
cover was removed, and several of the  company saw the 
mercury in . a tranquil state, neither evaporating nor 
boiling, in which sta te  i t  continued even when the mer­
cury itself was completely ignited.

The cover being replaced, tlie fire was gradually raised 
to  a white heat, the  crucible being continued in this heat 
for 30 minutes, was token out, cooled, and broken.

A globule of metal was found at bottom, neatly fused, 
and exactly f ittin g  the  concavity of the  divided scow'tr, 
This globule fell out by the  blow, among the fragments 
of the  crucible, and was taken up and shown round to 
the  company by Lord Palmerstone, and in their  presence 
replaced in the  hollow of the  vitrified borax, to which it 
was accurately adapted.

Many other globules were diffused through tlie scoricr, 
a ttached to the sides of the crucible, fragments of which 
■were distributed among the  company a t  their request.

The bead which lay a t  the  bottom, weighed about 10 
grains, and was taken  away, together with the silver, by 
Mr. Godschall, and by him afterwards transmitted to 
Lord Palmerstone, to be.submitted to proper examination.

Mr. Godschall returned the gold with the  Assay-mas- 
te r’s report on it  and on the  silver. The  Assay-master, 
whom Mr. Godschall for greater certainty on this occasion 
had the  precaution to have recommended by the Clerk of 
the  Goldsmiths’ Company, reported both the gold and 
silver to be perfectly pure.

Dr. Price, though well acquainted with the characters 
employed by Assay-masters in making their  reports (which 
are peculiar to them) unwilling to rely entirely on his 
own knowledge, and being desirous to offer collateral 
evidence to the public, showed the  gold and the report to 
Mr. Lock, an experienced goldsmith, and a magistrate of 
th e  city of Oxford, without informing him of any of the  
above particulars.

Mr. Lock (before two gentlemen of Magdalen Hall 
wdio were present) affirmed the  metal to be by the Report 
pure Gold ; which he added was confirmed by its appear­
ance ; and th a t  i t  consequently was superior to gold 
of the  English S tandard .

Two experiments, similar to those made on Saturday, 
May 25, were repeated on a larger scale, before some of the 
above company on the  Tuesday following ; with the  same 
attention on the ir  part, and more on th a t  of th e  Doctor 
to the regulation of the fire ; which he observed to them, 
being now less engaged and his attention not divided, 
he could employ to produce a much greater effect.

Twelve grains of tho white powder produced from 30 ot, 
of mercury upwards of an ounce and a quarter, or 000, 
grains of fixed white mutal ; or in proportion of 50: 1/ 
And two grains of the  Red Powder, produced from one 
ounce of mercury, 2 drains, or 120 grains of fijted amj 
tinged m etal, i ,  e ., GO tim es  its  own weight,



These last portions of gold and silver, as well as a part 
of the produce of the former experiment have had the 
honor of being submitted to tlie inspection of His Majesty, 
who was pleased to express his royal approbation.

T1 lis honor may be mentioned with the  less improprie­
ty, as it  is conferred by a sovereign equally revered for his 
patronage of Science, and beloved for his amiable conde­
scension.

p h i l o s o p h y  i n  s a n s k i u t  n a m e s  a n d

W O R D S.

BY RAO BAHADUR DADOBA PANDURANG.

The names o f Vhhnu.
N arayana .— This is another well-known name of Vishnu- 

The forms and the attributes which were described in the 
shloka given in the preceding part of the  present article 
(see T h e o s o p h i s t  No. 10)  are peculiarly appropriate to 
Vishnu under his present denomination Narayana, as 
will be seen from the following definition of the te rm —

wtftarnsfcr :
s m a W T :  Wcr: II

This verse is translated by Prof. H, H. Wilson as 
follows:— •

“ The waters are called Nani, because they  were the 
offspring of N ara  (the Supreme S p i r i t ) ; and as in them  
his first (Ayana) progress (in the  character of Brahma) 
took place ; he is thence named Narayana (lie whose place 
of moving was the waters).”

The above is the  well-known verse of Manu, I. S., ren ­
dered by Sir W. Jones, probably prior to the  translation of 
Prof. Wilson as follows :—

“ The waters are called Nara, because they  were th e  
production of Nara, or c the spirit’ of God ; and since they  
were his first Ayana,, or place of motion, he is thence 
named Narayana., or ‘ moving on the waters.” 5

There appears to me not much difference in the lan­
guage of these two translations of the same verse, though 
the “ moving on the  waters” is an idea more in consonance 
with the language of the Christian Scriptures than  the  
wording of the present text can strictly warrant.

Different writers have more or less modified the above 
text from Manu, and have given different explanations of 
the name N arayana as suited their  own ideas. Thus, the 
Markandeija, Vayu, and the Linga Puranas in citing the 
same verse have modified its wording as follows :—

'  ̂ o o
STOW s n c m :  11

Apa is the same as Nara, or bodies (Tanavah) ; such, we 
have heard (from the Vedas), is the  meaning of A]>a. H e  
who sleeps in them  is thence called Narayana.

W e have not as yet met with water as the meaning of 
the word Tanu (plu : Tanavah) as is given in the above 
modified verse, and the  meaning must, therefore, be turned 
and twisted in order to render it perfectly intelligible.

W hat strikes me, particularly in this, as it m ust  strike 
many of the readers of this paper,is, th a t  the  name Nara- 
yatia should be suggestive of an idea tallying so exactly 
with what Moses conceived, as is now supposed some three 
or four thousand years ago, when he wrote* the  well- 
known verse in Genesis, which says— “ And the  Spirit  of 
God moved upon the  face of the waters.” I t  is difficult, bu t  
very interesting to conceive how could the  coincidence of 
these two ideas em anating from such d istant and different 
sources have ever occurred ; unless they could be traced to 
the very source in the conception of water as being an ele­
ment universally known for its creative and prolific n a ­
ture, which it  ultim ately derives from the  all-pervading 
Supreme Spirit  inhering in it.

Vasudeva .— This is : another name of Vishnu. I t  is 
derived from V as ,” to dwell, from Vishnu’s abiding in  all 
things, and all in him, in conformity with the explanation  
of the  term  as is found given in Sanskrit—

|| ||

In  the M ahabhurata it  is explained as follows ,

“ H e  causes all things to dwell in him, and he abides in 
all ; whence he is named Vasu ; being resplendent as th e  
sun, he is called Deva : and he who is both these, is deno­
minated Vasudeva.”— ( W i l s o n ’s  V i s h n u  P u r a n a . )

The same idea seems to be propounded in the Bhag- 
vadyita in which K rishna  commends the knowledge of 
the  name Vasudeva in the  following verse :—

“ After many generations the person who has a true 
knowledge th a t  the  whole Universe is Vasudeva obtains 
m e  ; ( s a y s  Krishna  to Arjuna) such a person is magnani­
mous and not easily to be found..”

The name Vasudeva is the  very essence of the  holy 
m antra  held peculiarly sacred by all the Vaishnavas, and 
known amongst them  under the peculiar appellation of 

tfsr or the  holy formula of twelve syllables ; which 
is constantly repeated by them  in their  devotions.

(T o  be continued.)

1 Rather, is alleged to haVQ been w ritten,—Ed,

A N  U N E A S Y  G H O ST

BY BIRJ LALL, ESQ.

As 1 have read many interesting accounts of spiritual 
manifestations in your journal, I  feel inclined to acquaint 
your readers with a singular experience of this nature. ■

I have felt very grea t interest in the phenomena of 
spirit-manifestations from the early days of my life, and 
have consequently been m aking numerous enquiries from 
trustworthy sources. Some years ago there lived at 
Lahore an old Pundit  of a very high position, well versed 
in Sanskrit and acquainted with the English language 
also. H e held a very im portan t position in Maharaja 
Runjeet S ing’s Durbar, and had good opportunities of 
being associated with every European officer. H e  had a 
very exalted mind and was much above the superstition by 
which the common Hindoo Pundits  are generally suspect­
ed to have been influenced. I  had the honor of being 
well acquainted with this Pundit, and on more than  one 
occasion I  enquired of him  of the t ru th  of spiritual 
phenomena, telling him th a t  I  would not believe a n y th in g  
bu t what m ight be the result of his personal experiences. Ho 
related to me the  following story, which 1 write here 
verbatim.

“ Many years ago” said he " I knew a K hutree  resident 
of Lahore who often used to come to me, and attended 
regularly a t leutha reading at my temple every evening. 
This man was well known for his devotion, and was con­
sequently called Bhagat. After a few years, this Bhagafc 
died, and his departed spirit began to manifest itself through 
his living younger brother, whom he used as ‘ medium.’ 
This spirit manifested himself very often, and used to tell 
strange things through his medium. He even sometimes 
predicted future events, which afterwards came to pass 
exactly as he had predicted. The sign of the manifesta­
tion was th a t  the  medium used to become senseless sudden­
ly, and after one or two minutes, while the living body of the 
medium appeared quite  senseless, the spirit used to ta lk  
through the  vocal organs of the medium. In  the course of 
time the  familiarity of the spirit became so great with the 
medium th a t  the  spirit used to come whenever the  m edium



would merely recall him to mind. The news spread abroad, 
and I  was at last informed of it. I  could not believe the 
story a t first, and sent for the medium, viz., the  younger 
brother of the  deceased man. I  enquired of him whether 
the  story I  had heard was true, and he answered in the af­
firmative. I  asked him to show me the  phenom enon; where­
upon he lixed his mind upon the spirit and immediately 
fell senseless 011 the ground. After a m inute  the spirit ad­
dressed me thus,— 'Good morning, Punditjee  ; I  now sec you 
after a long  time. I  used to come to your temple to hear 
leutha. Now tell me what do you wish to ask me and 
why have you called me.’ I  was quite  astonished to 
hear this speech of the supposed spirit, and told him th a t  
before I  asked my questions he should tell me through what 
bad K a rm a  he had become a ghost, or an earth-bound 
soul. The spirit replied,— ‘W hy do you ask this, Pundit.je ? 
This has no connection with your object. I  am  happy in 
th is  s ta te  also, and even now I  spend much of my time in 
devotion, as I  used to do when living on earth with the  m a­
terial body.’ I  then asked him  some questions as to the 
fu ture  fate of some principal men then  residing at 
Lahore, and the  spirit predicted the ir  destinies exactly as 
it  c an u  to pass th ir ty  months afterwards. Sometime after 
the  spirit obliged his brother, the medium, to go to Gya 
and perform his sh rad d h a ; and after this was done, the 
spirit neither spoke nor appeared any more.”

W hatever view your readers may take with respect to 
this fact, I  regard its authenticating  evidence so strong 
th a t  I  am not prepared to deny it, though I am a great

• sceptic about these things.
Lahore ,

11 (A November, 1880.

S O M E  M O R A L  M A X IM S .

BY TANDIT DAYANAND SARASWATI, SWAMI.

I.
1. N oth ing  is created w ithout a purpose or uselessly ; 

th a t  is to say, every th ing  th a t  is, is useful.
2. Losing better  gain for smaller present advantage is 

entirely improper.
1J.

(To suffer) a smaller disadvantage for a higher good is a 
wise action.

1IT. .
W hatever is contrary to natural laws, is always opposed 

to science, to God and wise men.
IV.

T r u e  wisdom and learning yield greater advantages to 
others ; as a m an holding a lamp in his hand  gives light 
to others with a very little profit to himself: The
A lm ighty’s creation is solely for the  advantage of others.

°  Y.
True dharma, or religion, harms no one.

VI.
Kings aud subjects aro related exactly as parents  and 

children. I t  is the  duty of parents  to do good for the ir  
children and to extirpate every cause of the ir  uneasiness. 
I f  not, the  parental duties remain unfulfilled.

V II.
I t  is a  filial duty  to do every th ing  .that may benefit 

parents ; w ithout this, a child’s duty is unaccomplished.
V III.

The true man is lie who, without regard to great or lesser 
considerations, adopts true  doctrines and acts accord­
ingly ; and is never intimidated by those who arc strong, 
nor ever afflicts those who arc weak and infirm.

IX.
Proper men are those who neither  like dogs arc 

enemies of the ir  own race, nor, like monkeys, wage war 
against other races of animals ; bu t  arc always friendly 
to  virtuous persons and the  opponents of miscliicf- 

■ makers. - ' ■

■ X. ; '
Good men are those who do good themselves and make 

others to do the  same, and are always protectors of the 
good. The opposite qualities are shown by bad (dusht) 
men. ‘ : '

■ 11 ------------------- - ♦ ---------- :----------- ' ’ ’ ’

A L C H E M Y .
BY MUHAMM ED A R IF ,

N a z ir  o f the Collector’s Court, Benares.

T hat which is commonly known in this country as Uk- 
sccr and which in the  English language is term ed Elixir, 
appertains to the  science of Alchemy and has generally 
been adm itted  by Egyptians, Hindus, Chinese, Arabians, 
and Grecians as a probable means of transm uting m e ta ls ; 
although as to th is  m a t te r  there have been many sceptics 
and the  same diversity of opinion prevailed in Europe down 
to the days of Iii chard Bacon and others who supported 
the  views of the  learned Gaber. W hen  the  light of 
knowledge dawned on the  Arabian intellect, much a t ­
tention was bestowed on this subject, and after 
many experiments the  enquirers were divided into two 
sects, the one adm itting  and the  other ignoring the 
mutability  of metals ; the  ringleader of the  la tter sect 
was H akim  Yakoob, of Kund, whose works on scientific 
subjects are most prolific, and who wrote especially on the 
improbability of m utation  of metals with such force tha t  
several of the  other sect who, notwithstanding th a t  they 
were themselves men of excessive attainments, began to 
waver and change the ir  views on the  subject. The principle 
of his theory was th a t  the  heretofore-made assertions of 
learned doctors th a t  every metal was a composition of 
mercury and sulphur was an error, and that, on the contrary, 
metals of all denominations were independently  created 
and not composed.

This view was maintained by another learned doctor, 
Takki-oo-Deen Elimed, son of Tum m eem ah, who has like­
wise written a work on the  subject. Even Moulvie Saina 
a t  the  commencement of his literary career entertained this 
view of the matter, and it  was not until after many expe­
riments th a t  he arrived a t  the  conclusion th a t  metals are 
compositions. H e  ascertained after the  most indefatig­
able researches th a t  arsenic and mercury can be brought 
to such a condition as to withstand the  effects of fire, 
aud it  is whilst they  are in this s ta te  th a t  we are
able to transm ute  copper into silver. H e  has in liko
manner discovered th a t  sulphur being reduced to
a similar condition is capable of transm uting  copper 
into a semblance of gold. H e  goes on to say tha t
the  m utation  of metals can be effected in two ways, viz., 
e ither by adding some heterogeneous matter, or by remov­
ing some of the component substances. The deductions 
of H ak im  Yakoob, of Kund, and of Takki-oo-Deen 
Ehmed, abovementioned, were subsequently controverted 
by Zacharish of Kazee, and Nujum-oo-Deen, son of Dar 
of Baghdad, respectively. ,

Later  on, one Ishmael alias Tagrai, a son of Hosein, wrote 
a work entitled “ Ish tah ad u t t” in support of the  possibility 
of mutation, in which he has completely vanquished the 
expositors of the  adverse views ; their  principal a rgum ent 
being th a t  all bodies differ from one another in twelve 
distinctly essential properties, viz., color, smell, taste, den­
sity, sound &c. &c., and th a t  they cannot all be changed to 
the  essentials of another substance,or body. B u tlsh m ae l  ha3 
proved by experiments th a t  each of the twelve properties 
is capable of being changed separately as well as collective­
ly ; as, for instance, though the  natural sulphate of mercury 
(shingrijf) differs in all the twelve essentials from mercury 
and sulphur, yet the artificial sulphate of mercury is made 
to assume the same properties as the n a tu ra l ; iu like m an­
ner artificial ammoniacal salt and borax are made to assume 
all the  properties of the natural. There were, however, 
some who opposed this view, bu t they were materialists 
who would not be convinccd, simply because they never 
witnessed the making of gold or silver, and their  opinions



cannot, therefore, be held to have nmcli w e ig h t ; for some of 
the most unquestionable authorities on the subject have 
opined th a t  until the  actual properties of these bodies can 
be definitely determined, it  is premature to offer a contra­
dictory opinion.

Such were the  contentions among the  ancient authors ; 
the  contradictions now offered by the  modern writers in 
Europe are based on the fact th a t  gold and silver being 
held to be elements, similarly with oxygen, hydrogen and 
other gaseous bodies, defy all a r t  in the ir  production, as do 
the other elements. B u t those wlio have urged this argu­
m ent give 110 proof of these being actually elements, so 
th a t  under these circumstances the  same issue is obvious 
as was first attained, viz., th a t  until the  actual properties 
can be definitely determined, no contradiction to the theory 
can with certainty be adduced. More anon.

Q U E ST IO N S  A N SW E R E D  ABO UT YOGA V II)  YA.

A H indu  gentleman of the  Madras Presidency pro­
pounds a number of questions about Occult Sciencc which 
we answer in these columns, as the information is often 
demanded of us and we can reach all a t  once in this way.

Q. Do you or Col. Olcott undertake to teach this 
wonderful V idya  to any one who may be anxious to 
learn i t  ?

A. No : the correspondent is referred to our January  
number for remarks upon this point.

Q. Would you like to give proofs of the existence of 
occult powers in man to any one who may be sceptically 
inclined, or who may desire to have his faith strengthened,
as you have given to Mr. and Mrs------ and th e  Editor of
the Amrita Bazar Patrika ?

A. W e would “ l ik e” th a t  every one should have such 
proofs who needs them, but, as the world is ra ther  full of 
people-—some twenty-four crores being in Ind ia  alone— 
the  th ing  is impracticable. Still such proofs have always 
been found by those who sought them  in earnest, from 
the beginning of time until  now. W e found them in 
India. B u t  then we spared neither time, trouble nor 
expense iu journeying around the world. ^

Q. Can you give such proofs to one like myself who is 
at a great distance ; or m ust I come to Bombay ?

A. Answered above. W e would not undertake  to do 
this thing, even if we could, for we would be run down 
with thousands of curiosity-scekers, and our life become a 
burden.

Q. Can a married man acquire the  Vidya? _ _
A. No, not while a Grihasta-. You know the invari­

able rule was th a t  a boy was placed a t  a tender age
under his guru  for this tra in ing ; he stopped with him 
until he was 25 to 30 ; then  lived as a married man
15 to 20 years ; finally retired to the forest to resume his 
spiritual studies. The use of liquors, of beef, and certain 
other meats and certain vegetables, and the relations of 
marriage prevent spiritual development. _

Q. Docs God reveal himself by inspiration to a Yogi ?
A. Every man has his own ideas about “ God.” bo

far as we have learned, the Yogi discovers his god in 
his inner self, his A tm a. W hen he reaches th a t  point he 
is  inspired—-by the  union of himself with the Universal, 
Divine Principle— Parabrahma. W ith  a personal God— a 
God who thinks, plots, rewards, punishes and repents— 
we are not acquainted. N or do we th in k  any Yogi ever 
saw such an one— unless it  be true, as a missionary affirm­
ed, the  other day, a t  the  close of Col. O lcott’s lecture at 
Lahore tha t  Moses who had murdered a man in Egypt and 
the adulterous murderer, (David), were Christian Yogis !

Q. I f  any adept has power to do any th ing  he likes, as 
Col. Olcott said in his lecture a t  Simla,* can he make me, 
who am hungering and thirsting after the  Vidya, a 
thorough adept like himself ?

A. Colonel Olcott is no adept and never boasted of 
being one. Does our friend suppose any adept ever

• Col. O lcott never s a i d  A n y th in g  of tho k i n d , — E d ,

became such w ithout making himself one, w ithout break-* 
ing through every impediment through sheer force of w i l l  
and pSOUJj-powkh ? Such adeptship would be a mere farce; 
“ A n  a d e p t  p.e c o m e s , h e  i s  n o t  m a d e ” was the motto of 
the ancient Rosicrucians.

Q. How is it  th a t  in the presence of such clear proof 
the most civilized nations still continue to be sceptical ?

A. The peoples referred to are Christian, and although 
Jesus declared tha t  all who believed in him should 
have the power to do all manner of wonders (See Mark, 
XXVI, 17,18), like a H indu Yogi’s, Christendom has been 
waiting in vain some eighteen centuries to see them. 
And now, having become total disbelievers in the  possibi­
lity of such S id d h is , they must come to India to get the ir  
proofs, if they care for them a t  all. '

Q. W hy  does (Jol. Olcott fix the year 1848 as the time 
from which occult phenomena have occurred ? -

A. Our friend should read more carefully and not pu t  
us to the  trouble to answer questions th a t  are quite 
useless. W h a t  Col. Olcott did say was th a t  Modern 
Spiritualism dates from 1848.

Q. Are there  any such mediums in India  as William 
Eddy, in whose presence materialized forms can be seen ?

A. W e do not know, bu t  suspect there are. W e 
heard of a case a t  Calcutta  where a dead girl revisited 
her parents’ house in broad daylight, and sat and con­
versed with her mother on various occasions. Medium- 
ship can be easily developed anywhere, bu t we th ink  it a 
dangerous th ing  and decline to give instructions for its 
development. Those who th ink otherwise can find what 
they want in any current num ber of the London S p ir i t ­
u a lis t, the  Alodium and D aybreak, the  Melbourno 
H arbinger o f  L ight, the  American B a n n e r  o f L igh t, 
or any other respectable Spiritualistic organ.

Q. How do these mediums get the ir  powers ;— by a 
course of training, or as the  result of an accident of the ir  
constitution ? '

A. Mediums are mainly so from birth  ; theirs is a' 
peculiar psycho-physiological constitution. B u t some of 
the most noted mediums of our times have been m ade so 
by sitting in circles. There is in many persons a la tent 
mediumistic faculty, which can be developed by effort 
and the right' conditions. The same rem ark applies to 
adeptship. W e all have th e  la ten t germs of adeptship in 
us, bu t in the  case of some individuals it  is infinitely easier 
to bring them  into activity than  in others.

Q. Col. Olcott repudiates the idea of spirit agency as 
necessary to account for th e  production of phenomena ; 
yet I  have read th a t  a certain scientist sent spirits to 
visit the  planets and report what they  saw there.

A. Perhaps reference is made to Professor W illiam 
Denton, the  American geologist, author of tha t interesting 
work The Sou l o f Things. H is explorations were made 
through psyehometry, his wife— a very intellectual lady 
though a great sceptic as to spirits— being th e  psychom e­
ter. Our correspondent should read the  book.

Q. W h a t  becomes of the  spirits of the  departed ?
A. There is bu t  one “ Sp irit”— Parabrahma, or by 

whatever other name one chooses to call the  Eternal 
Principle. The “ souls” of the  departed pass through 
many other stages of existence after leaving this Earth- 
body, ju s t  as they  were in many others anterior to 
the ir  b ir th  as men and women here. The exact t ru th  
about this mystery is known only to the  highest adepts ; 
bu t  it may be said even by the  lowest of the  neophytes 
th a t  each of ns controls his future rebirths, making each 
next succeeding one be tte r  or worse according to his present 
efforts and deserts.

Q. Is ascetism necessary for Yoga ?
A. Yoga exacts certain conditions which will be found 

described a t  p. 47 of our December number. One of these 
conditions is seclusion in a place where the  Yogi is free 
from all im purities—w hether physical or moral. In  short, 
he must get away from th e  immoral atmosphere of the 
world. I f  any one lias by such study gained powers, 
he cannot remain long in the  world w ithou t losing the



greater par t  of his powers—and th a t  the  higher and 
nobler part. So that, if  any such person is seen for 
many consecutive years labouring in public, and neither 
for money nor fame, i t  should be known tha t  he is sacri­
ficing himself for the  good of his fellow-men. Some day 
such men seem to suddenly die, and the ir  supposed re ­
mains are disposed o f ; hu t yet they may not be dead. 
" Appearances are deceitful”— the proverb says.

P R O P H E T IC  H O R O S C O P E S *

B Y  T H E  L A T E  H O N .  M O K A l t J I  G O K U L D A S . ,  C . I . E .

My uncle, Premji Jivan, was a great believer in astrolo­
gy and a patron of learned Brahmins, whom he consulted 
on all im portant matters. One of these, named N ana  
Josliee, was renowned for his skill. H e  would cast horo­
scopes and read the  past and future as though they were 
an open book. W hen my uncle was about 30 or 35 years 
of age, N ana  cast his horoscope and prophesied, among 
other things, th a t  a t  the  time of his death  he would leave ( 
an estate of a certain amount, which was a t  least six times 
as much ns he was then  worth. H e  even stated the exact 
sum in rupees, annas and pies. H e died at  the  age of 54 
and his estate was administered by me as executor. Upon 
calculating the assets it  turned out th a t  the  exact sum 
named by Nana, nineteen years before, not one anna more 
or less, was in the  estate.

A nother instance. A gentleman, occupying a  very high 
position in India, relates the  following :— My horoscope was 
drawn more than forty years ago a t  the  time of childhood. 
I t  mentioned tha t  a t  the age of 1 9 ,1 would have a daughter. 
This proved true. The horoscope of my son was drawn. 
A  certain bad aspect of the heavens was prophesied for 
a  specified day, which caused his mother and myself g rea t 
apprehensions. U n ti l  two days before th is  time the  child 
was well, and we had him  out riding in the  carriage ; but 
on th e  evening of th a t  very day, he was taken  ill aud on 
th e  fatal day of p ro p h ecy , was taken from us for ever. 
Thus, let there be as many false prophets and lying pro­
phecies as you will, there  are still m en left in Ind ia  who 
are able to forecast hum an destinies. How they  do it  I  
will not pretend to say ; perhaps i t  m atters little if they 
only do i t  a t  all.

I T  M A Y  r.E N E W S  T O  S O M E  R E A D E R S  T H A T  T H E R E  I S  

supposed, by modern astronomers, to be some connection, 
not unlike tha t  dreamed of by the  old astrologers, between 
th e  position of the planets and the fortunes of our earth. 
Not, of course, as used to be supposed in Christendom, and 
is still believed in this and other Eastern countries, th a t  
th e  lives of individual men are influenced, b u t  th a t  the 
period of perihelion, when the superior planets approach 
the  sun, is one of misfortune arising from natural 
causes. I t  is alleged th a t  the  history of g rea t epidemics, 
for example, confirms this theory. The view is that, a t 
such times, the  tem perature  and other conditions of our 
atmosphere are so seriously disturbed as naturally  to 
engender irregularities. I t  is not w ithout a ra ther creepy 
sensation, therefore, tha t  we learn th a t  the  perihelia of 
the four greater planets are now about to coincide for tho 
first time during about two thousand years ; and if the  
theory be true, we may look for extremes of wet and 
drought followed by famine, and intensified by pestilence. 
This seems to confirm Mother S h ip ton’s lugubrious 
prophecy th a t  “ The world to an end shall come, in eighteen 
hundred and eighty-one.” I t  is some comfort, however, 
to know th a t  this pessimist old lady has been caught 
tripping in some of her predictions. She announced th a t  
London streets would be deluged in blood when the 
dragon on the top of Bow Church should m eet with the

• •  T h o  f a c t s  g iv e n  in t h e  p r e s e n t  a r t i c l e  w e r e  c o m m u n i c a t e d  t o  a  f r i e n d  a n d  
b y  h im  w r i t t e n  o u t  in  M r .  M o r a r j i ’s p r e s e n c e  s o m e  t i m e  p r i o r  t o  h i s  u n t i m e l y  
a n d  r e g r e t t e d  dtceM.se. I t  w o u ld  b e  v e r y  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  k n o w  h o w  f a r  h is  
o w n  h o r o s c o p e  f o r e c a s t  h is  d cm iso .  W o  will a l so  g l a d l y  r e c e iv e  t h o  t e s t i ­
m o n y  of  o t h o r  r e p u t a b l e  H i n d u  g e n t l e m e n  u p o n  t h o  sv ih jcc t  o f  t h e i r  froro* 
Hcopes, —ftp , ’

grasshopper of the Royal Exchange. T h a t  meeting actually 
took place in 1820, 'when the two architectural monsters 
lay in the same mason’s yard for repair. No blood, 
however, was shed, excepting th a t  of an unfortunate 
carpenter who was knocked on the  head in Hyde Park  iii 
the  riot th a t  accompanied Queen Caroline’s funeral in 
the following year.-—The Pioneer. ■

N o t e : The next step will be for the modern astro­
nomers to discover th a t  no mere change in atmospheric 
tem pera ture  accompanying the  conjunctions of planets 
affects hum an destinies, b u t  a far more important and occult 
power, the magnetic sympathy between the various p lanet­
ary orbs. Astrology may have fallen into contempt 
under the  influence of improved modern science, bu t  u n ­
doubtedly the  tim e is coming when it will again have 
the  attention it  deserves and recover its ancient dignity 
as a sublime science. Perhaps th e  following paragraph 
from the B anner o f  Light, may serve as a help to those 
who would understand the occult forces th a t  pervade our 
globe, and make i t  sensitive to solar m ag n e t ism :—  :

“ I t  is reported tha t  Mr. IT. C. Strong, of Chicago, has invented 
a telephone by which electric earth-currents cun be utilized to 
transmit messages without the use of wires A  magnetic survey 
has been commenced, forty-five stations for observation establish­
ed, and a system adopted by which to record the variation or 
declination of the needle. The hypothesis is tha t the magnetic 
needle is acted on by carth-eurrents, which bend round the dry hills 
and mountains, taking by preference the course of the damper val­
leys and the streams. According to it well-known law, the needle 
tends to set iicross the stream-liues of au electric current : and, if 
earth-currents exist, having a general direction from cast to west, 
the abnormal deviationsof the needle are thereby fully accounted for. 
I t  is proposed to search for these currents according to Matteucei’s 
method, employed in Europe many years ago ; tha t  is, by long tele­
graph lines grounded a t  each end and without a battery. That 
earth-currents do exist is a well-known fact. I t  remains to investi­
gate their direction and strength.

A N O T H E R  D I S T IN G U IS H E D  F E L L O W .  ,

A short time since we had the pleasure of announcing
tha t  the  aged Baron du Po te t  de Sennevoy had accepted
th e  diploma of Honorary Fellow of our Society, and we
published his most encouraging and complimentary letter.
There is one more name attached to the splendid career of
Magnetic Science in F rance during the  last half century,
which the  historian of Modern Psychology will not permit
to be forgotten. I t  is th a t  of Alphonse Cahagnet, who
charmed the public in 1848 with his Celestial Telegraph,
a record of his experiences with certain singularly lucid
clairvoyantes, and who is now living, a septuagenarian
philosopher, honoured and beloved by all who know him,
especially by s tudents of magnetism. H e  too now gives
us tho right to inscribe his name 011 our list. In  all, he

• i l *  has published eleven works, 111 twenty-one volumes, his
latest, Cosniogonie et Anthropoloyie, having accompanied 
his le tter  accepting the  Honorary Fellowship diploma of 
our Society, of which a translation is appended. I t  is our 
ardent desire th a t  a close and intimate relationship should 
be developed between the  Theosophical Society and the 
French school of Maguetists, for the ir  work runs in 
parallel lines. I f  the  W estern  psychologists can throw 
light upon our Asiatic Yoga Yidya, so can the  la tte r  send 
its brillant rays into every corner of the  modern field of 
exploration, to make the  shadows disappear and enlighten 
the  pa th  towards the  Hidden Truth. Some of our 
em inent new confreres have promised to come to India  
one day, in which case they would do good and receive 
good in return. W ith  a close union between all classes of 
s tudents of Occult Science— spiritists, spiritualists,magnet- 
ists, Indian mystics, and the theosophists— a great advan­
tage would inevitably result to the cause o f  truth, and 
the  mocking laugh of the sceptic, the ignoramus and the 
fool would be answered by irrefutable F A C T S .  ■

O ur Society for the  first time in history offers a broad 
and easy bridge by whioh tQ cross the chasm, ’



M. C a h a g n e t ’s L e t t e h .

Argent euil, October 25, 1880,

To the Secretary of the Theosophical Society.

Esteemed Madam and Fellow Student,
I  beg you to be so kind as to thank  for me the General 

Council of tbe Theosophical Society for the  honour it  has 
clone me in admitting me as an Honorary Fellow, upon 
the nomination of Monsieur Leyinaric, of the  Psychological 
Society of Paris.

Deign, dear Madame, to say to the Council— of which 
you are not one of tlie least active members— th a t  tbe 
foundation of such a society has been the  dream of my 
whole life. To bring together all men without subjecting 
them to any other burden than th a t  they should group 
together to offer their homage, in full personal liberty of 
conscience, to the Universal Paren t ; to form bu t one 
family linked together by fraternal love ; to know but 
devotion and especially justice  for each and all : th a t  
is an aim, indeed, to strive after, th a t  is worthy of every 
hear t  free from egoism and pride ! Alas, is not this aim 
placed at the very extreme end of our individual educa­
tion, a t the last stage of our painful journey, and perhaps 
even at tha t of our successive existences ? N o matter, 
it  is always good to raise our thoughts towards it, and 
never to lose sight of i t  by the way. Roman Catholicism 
attempts something of this Sort ; bu t it  does not seem 
willing to leave each man to take the path  of his choice. 
I t  offers bu t a single gate of entrance to the sanctuary 
that hides the secrets of life : and of it, it  claims to hold the 
only key. Those who would enter m ust profess b u t  one 
creed, one faith, and blindly accept its teaching—a teach­
ing which leaves too much to desire to be regarded as 
unique.

Coquercl the Younger, a Protestan t divine, better  grasp­
ed the religious question when ho would have avoided 
making it obligatory upon the  aspirant for a seat a t  the 
fraternal board of their  churches to believe any more in 
the divinity of Christ than  in th a t  of any other. H e  
regarded the temple as a holy place, which each man 
entered to pray to the Deity  of his own studies and choice. 
Tho clergy, assembled to decide upon this modification 
in dogmatic belief taught by them, remained uncompro­
mising pastors ; and poor Coquercl has now gone to sub­
m it his proposition in the spheres of thinkers released from 
the  sad necessity of always maintaining the ir  point. Will 
tho theosopliists of our time be wiser and more fortunate? 
Assuredly yes, if their  teachings, religious and social, are 
k ep t  within tho following limits. Let us love one another, 
protect one another, and instruct each other, by example 
as well as precept. L et us not demand in religion only 
tha t  which wo ourselves believe. L e t  the same rulo 
apply in questions of politics and social aspirations. Let 
us not play the tyrant. L et us not dispute, nor quarrel, 
nor, above all, speculate upon each other. Love, much 
love ; and J u s t ic e , to which one and all, w ithout a single 
exception, shall be subordinated. Help, assistance, w i th ­
out counting which is most needy, him who gives or him  
who receives ; since he who gives with the  ono hand 
receives hy the  other. Who, then, can possess without its 
having been given to him ? Let us desire th a t  the 
H otten to t and the  Parisian may be two men who will 
take each other by the  hand without noticing w hether  
either lacks or has the conventional education or tho 
fashionable dress.

Therein is the law of life, its administration, its preser­
vation, and, let us add, its immortality.

Accept, good Madame aud Sister in Theosophy, my 
fraternal greetings.

A l p . C a t ia g n e t .
P. S.— Kindly salute for me our brothers of the Society, 

Col. Olcott especially. This le tter  is accompanied with a 
copy of the latest work I  have published, under the title  
of Cosmogonic et Anthropologic : or God, the  Earth, and 
Man studied by Analogy. I  beg your accept?nee of it  as 
a mark of my great personal esteem,

An apology is due to M. Cahagnet for the  non-appear­
ance of this benevolent communication in an earlier issue. 
In  fact it  was translated and posted a t  Benares in time 
for the December number, bu t  unfortunately the  parcel 
of MSS was lost in the mails before reaching Bombay.

Aud now, th a t  we have attentively read his recent work 
he so kindly sent us, we must add a few words as much 
respecting the  au thor as his intensely interesting little 
volume. Cosmogony a n d  Anthropology ; or God, the Earth, 
and M an, studied, by Analogy  is, asabove stated, the t itle  of 
tho latest of his long series of works upon the most tran­
scendental subjects. Our respected Brother, M. Alphonse 
Cahagnet, is now iu his 73rd year, and one of the  earliest, 
as a t  present most widely known, spiritists of France. 
From his youth he has been known as a seer and philoso­
pher. In  fact, ho is the  modern Jacob Boehme of France. 
Hum ble and unknown at the  beginning of his career, liko 
the theosophist of Silesia, his early education was as 
deficient if we may judge  from his own confessions. And 
as he went on with his writings, self-taught .and self-' 
inspired, moro than once perhaps, his friends the  Reincar- 
nationists m ight have had good reasons to suspect tha t  
the  soul of the German mystic had descended once more 
upon earth, and accepted a new trial under tho very same 
circumstances as before. As in Boehme, so in h im  tho 
highly contemplative mind, the  same rare powers of 
intuition, and an identical and most exuberant fertility 
of imagination ; while his deep-rooted love of the  mys­
terious workings of n a ture  is the  counterpart of th a t  of 
the  poor shoemaker of Goerlitz. Tlie only substantial 
difference between the two—a decided improvement, 
though, in the modern mystic— is a total absence in 
M. Cahagnet of anyth ing  like a pretension of being 
divinely  inspired. W hile Boehme ended his too short 
'career (ho died hardly forty) by seriously imagining h im ­
self in direct communication and conversation with tho 
Divinity, the  French  seer claims for himself bu t the  faculty 
of perceiving tilings sp iritua lly . Instead of grovelling in 
the formalistic path  of modern science, which leaves no 
margin for the intuitional perceptions, and yet forces upon 
the world hypotheses which can hardly claim any firmer 
footing than  liko hypothetical speculations based upon pure 
intuition, ho prefers to learn as much t ru th  as ho can 
find about all th ings in the  domain of metaphysical 
philosophy. Y et both Boehme and Cahagnet have sought 
“ to light a torch for all who aro longing for t ru th .” Buto © o
while the works of tho former, such as Aurora, or the 
R ising  o f  the Sun, are full of ideas largely speculated 
upon hy philosophers who had preceded him as well as 
by later thinkers, such as Hegel, whose fundamental 
doctrines of speculative philosophy bear a striking resem­
blance to those of Boehme, the  works of M. Cahagnet, 
from tho S p ir itu a l Telegraph  to tho work under notice, 
are absolutely original. They have nothing of the crude, 
enthusiastic and figurative language of the  German 
theosophist, bu t  startling and bold as are tho flights of 
his imagination into the  hazy regions of speculative 
science, his language is always sober, clear and intelligible. 
In  short, our venerable brother is as much the  child of, and 
the  outgrowth of, his century, as Boehme was of tho modireval 
ages. Both rebelled against the  dead le tte r  of scholasticism 
and dogmatism, and both view the  Divinity not as a per­
sonal being, bu t  as an eternal unit, the Universal Substance 
undefined by any hum an  qualification, the  un fa thom able ; 
as incomprehensible to hum an  understanding as the “ abso­
lu te  nothing.”

The last work of M. Cahagnet as a diametrical devia­
tion from the  general hypotheses of Modern Science is 
so original, and so full of novel ideas— which tho author 
is far from claiming to  be infallible— that  to take only a 
short notice of it  would be to do an injustice to our readers, 
especially theosopliists. W e have, therefore, concluded 
to give adequate space for a proper presentation of the 
views of one of our most em inent French theosopliists iii 
th is  “ Journa l  of the Theosopliists.” Some of las ideas, 
moreover, so strangely coincide with those taugh t in the 
occult, or esoteric schools of the East, th a t  we will try  to



point out, as we proceed, all such similarities of thought, as 
well as those which clash with the said philosophy. As 
the mystic speculations ofB oehm e— “ abstruse and chaotic 
lucubrations,” as they may appear to m any— have been se­
riously studied and analysed by the  greatest thinkers of 
every century since his days, so the profoundly original 
teachings of M. Cahagnet have already attrac ted  attention 
and found many an admirer and disciple among the 
wisest philosophers and mystics of France. Shunning  dog­
matism, true and sincere as t ru th  itself, instead of impos­
ing liis own views upon the reader, he always modestly ac­
knowledges his ignorance, and liability to err in his 
“ analytical impressions.” H e  begs th a t  tho reader will not 
allow himself' to be influenced by liis propositions. “ Study, 
and either accept or reject them ”— are his first words ; for 
“ these propositions emanate neither from Herm es Trisme- 
gistus, nor Zoroaster, nor from Mount Sinai, nor yet from 
Confucius, nor'Socrates, nor Jesus, nor least of all from 
Ignatius Loyola...They are 110 more tlie result of con­
scious revelations than  th a t  of vast and profound m edi­
tations, though they do descend 011 me from tho "Unknown. 
Accept them  as they are, and th ink  of them  what you will, 
b u t  I  would advise you before rejecting them  to try  and 
grasp them by analogy, by more ciosely studying chemistry 
and physics...I  dare not ask you to withdraw within your 
ownself, in order tha t ,  acquiring a  better  knowledge of your 
eqo you might, perchance, discover in yourself such superior 
spiritual faculties as would enable you to become the most 
skilful of philosophical locksmiths by furnishing you with 
keys which alone such faculties can give you.” So honest a 
guide as this one feels he may safely follow through the de­
vious paths th a t  lead through the mistlarid of speculation 
up  to tho light of t ru th . Wo will begin our selection from 
his work next month.

H I N D U S T A N I  D O M E S T IC  R E M E D IE S .

B Y  P A N D I T  J A S W A N T  R O Y  B H O J A P A T R A ,  A S S I S T A N T  

S U l t G E O N .

The contribution of Pandit  P ranana th  011 the  efficacy 
of the charm-cure, or the  writing of a quinque-angular 
fio-uro 011 the extreme or proximal end of the limb bitten by 
a°scorpion, has, we are glad to find, i n d u c e d  the  trial of 
similar experiments elsewhere; among others,, by a surgeon 
of Jaulna, whose evidence was published in the  January  
number, and with unvarying success. I t ,  therefore, affords 
us gratification to notico by way of comment th a t  the occult 
power of an impression, tactile or mental, has in 110 small 
num ber of authenticated cases, proved a blesssing to the  
suffering. The sequence of a cure following a poisou- 
bite, oiyto say tlie least, the  relief of agonising pain sud­
denly caused by the  sting of a venomous insect, _ through 
mental, or ra ther  psychological, agency, is in itself no 
small gain to humanity. And if it  could be established by 
experiments conducted elsewhere by faithful and unpre­
judiced practitioners, iu all cases of scorpion-bites, we 
might by and bye test  the  influence of psychological 
me'thods of cure in cases of stronger and more venenata 
poisons, like th a t  of the  snake.

The apparently  real efficacy of the  method of t rea t­
m en t a ttested to by three of our contributors naturally 
leads us to examine more closely the  relations of the 
symptoms caused by scorpion-poisoning to the probable pa­
thological condition temporarily induced by the  poison ; 
and to a t tem p t the solution of a question which suggests 
itself regarding its intimate nature and action 011 man. W e 
have first to determine whether i t  is a local irritant, 
spending its action 011 the nerves of the  part, or a blood 
poison which produces the symptoms developed by the  bite 
through the blood vessels of the  b itten  part. _ _

To approach the solution of tips problem, it  is necessary 
to  analyse the symptoms observed after the bite. L e t  us, 
therefore, see what they are. They are found to be an in­
stantaneous feeling of severe burning in the  par t  attacked, 
a s  if a live coal were placed 011 i t ;  an a v ra  proceeding 
from the part  through the  limb up to its further extremity, 
or as far as the junction of the limb with the  trunk  of the

body ; this further limit being the arm-pit if the  bite was 
in tho hand or the forearm, and the  groin, if it  was in the 
foot or the  leg. Then a general s tunning of the system fol­
lowed by cold perspiration all over the  body, and a feeling 
of exhaustion or prostration, due to a shock to the  nervous 
system as well as the  mind. The above represents, indeed, 
the  whole train of immediate symptoms following the bite. 
We need not here refer to the  after effects, for, they  are nij, 
in many cases. Most of them are indicative of local in­
flammation involving the  absorbents where the  bite is 
caused by a maturo scorpion. .

I t  suffices our present purpose to state th a t  the  influ­
ence ot the poison does not travel beyond the neatest large 
plexus of lymphatics ; and it is also probable th a t  the  poi­
son is not immediately absorbed by the  blood-vesseis, for 
if it  were graver and even, fatal symptoms would have more 
frequently onsued. I t  is true th a t  110 direct experiments 
have yet been made with the  scorpion-poison, isolated like 
the snake poison, on the  lower animals ; and its venenosity 
and the mode of death have not been determined. B u t 
nevertheless we assume th a t  its operation is th a t  of an 
irritant, and caustic a ttacking one or two of the tactile 
Pacenian corpuscles of the rate mvcosmn, or tlie true skin, 
which are highly endowed with sensitive nerves. The 
sudden shock caused by the  injection of the poison in the 
intimate structure of the skin becomes intensified, it  is pro­
bable, from these circumstances, viz, first, in the absence ap­
parently of any visible cause, and secondly, u nder the  wonted 
fear when the  animal is observed, which popular know­
ledge connects with the action of a scorpion-bite. I t  is, 
therefore, apparent th a t  any method which will divert the 
mind from such a notion will mitigate fear, and th a t  tha t  
which also combines with it  an opposite influence on the 
nervous currents, m ust for a time check the aura, neutial- 
ise the tendency to congestions, and allay the  morbid 
muscular irritability, which shows itself in the  tempoiary 
cramps accompanying the aura. Both these effects can be 
controlled by a strong, positive current artificially thrown 
over the par t  from the nearest nerve-centre downwards to 
the part  attacked ; hence it  is probable th a t  a healthy man 
with a strong will and determination to throw a cm rent of 
his own vital magnetism 011 the  b i t ten  pa r t  m ust succeed 
in relieving pain and helping the  absorbents to take  an 
i n c r e a s e d  action and decompose the  poison. I h e  poison 
itself becomes in tim e chemically disintegrated .and earned 
away through the system by absorbents. B u t  this is an 
assumption which experiments conducted with the  poison 
will alone separately determine. Relief from suffering, 111 
the  meanwhile, can therefore be most certainly derived by 
the help of the  psychological tricks described by our con­
tributors.— El).

D r . B i i o j a p a t r a ’s  N o t e s .
I  call them  “ domestic” because they are remedies1 used 

by unprofessional persons, such as nurses, priests, fakirs 
&c These remedies may be classed under two heads .
1st. Those which act upon the  mind or nervous _ system 
of the patien t by exciting the  imagination, and which may 
be named Psychological ; 2nd. Those acting by the ir  
physical or chemical properties on the  system ' y ien taken 
internally, or applied locally to the  part  affected, and 
which may be term ed Medicinal.

As in the  last few numbers of the  T H E O S O P H I S T ,  some 
such remedies have been given for scorpion-bite, I  take 
this subject first of a ll ;  and after treating on the  stings 
and bites of other animals, I  will deal with diseases 111 
which such remedies are generally used. , , ,

S c o r p i o n -s t i n g .

W hen a person is s tung by a scorpion he first feels an 
agonizing pain in the  part  where the sting has entered the 
skin. I t  shoots probably along the  course of the nerve 
supplying that, part, towards its roots ; or, in other words, 
the  sting produces au excitement of the nerve, winch pain 
is felt along the course of the  nerve thus affected. Now 
anv th ing  tha t  changes this state of the  nerve will relieve 
the pain. To bring on th a t  change several methods are 
t r i e d ,  the object being to a ttrac t  the patient s .attention 
a w a y fr o m  the suffering part. Some make passes over



the  seat of the pain, generally from above downwards to 
the par t  stung, witli a rod of metal or wood. Others 
write or merely draw figures a t  the  painful part, or on the 
ground in front of the patient. Some a t  the  same time 
when making passes or writing figures recite certain 
“ Mantras. Others only pretend to do charms or spells 
without uttering a word, bu t  merely u ttering  now and then 
an unmeaning sound.

The following remedies have been tried in my presence, 
nnd I  am in a position to testify th a t  almost all of them  
liave proved successful.

A fruit or a leaf of a p lan t of exactly the  shape of a 
scorpion, which was given by a Yogi, was shown to the 
patient and the  pain  disappeared.

My cousin reads the  Muntra of Gayutri over a glass of 
water, asks th e  patient to drink seven mouthfuls of it  a t  
one breath, aud wash his hands, feet, and arms with the  
remainder.

I  and my uncle, a t the suggestion of Dr. Chctan Shah, 
iised to give the patieut a little of the  black powder of de­
generated wheat (rye) and tell liim to apply the  same like 
m rm a  (antimony) to the  eye opposite to the  side stung by 
a scorpion. Patients  who came crying to us went away 
cured and thankful always.

The following medicines have been reported to me by 
others :— If during an earth-quake a person stands upon his 
hands and kisses a lum p of earth  several times, th a t  earth  
moistened with water aud made into a paste, and applied 
to the seat of pain, is said to relieve th e  pain a t  once.

Kendeir wood rubbed on a stone with a
little water and applied, lias a similar effect. Mulmundi 
Buti  ) is also similarly used.

Smoke-black and sujee, rubbed together with a. little 
warm water and applied to the  part  stung, is also said to 
be useful.

The head of a fly, moistened with saliva and tied over 
the sting, is said to relieve pain.

Loonak juice, warmed and applied as a wash
to the  scat of pain, is also used by some. .

Multan, Punjab ,
Ja n u a ry , 1881.

(T o  be continued.)

D R . W Y L D ’S F E W  B O O K *

Some months ago (sec T h e o s o p h i s t ,  Vol I p 2 1 3 )  ex­
ception had to be taken in these columns to the views 
officially propounded by Dr. Wyld, the  respected President 
of our British Thcosophical Society, in regard to the  d i­
vinity, or superlative divine perfection of Christ. The 
mischievous and wrong impression was given to the  pub ­
lic tha t  the  Theosophical Society proper, and especially 
its London Branch, shared our colleague’s opinions 
upon th a t  subject. O ur Society was presented almost in 
the light of an U nitarian  Christian sect, whereas the  very 
opposite was the fact, it  not being a sect of any kind. 
Issue was also joined with our esteemed friend and brother 
as regards his estimate of the aims, methods and character 
of Hindu proficients in Occult Science. A t  the  same time 
it  was made d e a r  tha t  under our rules, our colleague was at 
perfect liberty to hold his own religious opinions, and to 
p u t  them forth on his own responsibility, whatsoever they 
m ight be. The  present work comprises the  scries of 
thoughtful, scholarly and interesting papers which the 
author has contributed to current, British literature upon 
the topics designated in the  title. The tone of all is in ­
spiriting to the  moral sense, s timulative of spiritual aspira­
tion,and calculated to win the regard for Theosophy of those 
better and broader minds among Christians who are able 
to tolerate a seeker after divine t ru th  even though he be

•  Theosophy a n th h r . J lifjh t.r  TAfc, or f iv v xn n ic s  a n d  (hr D iv in e  a v d
■ M ua cn lo u A  M a n .  J tyCJ .N V.............. M.lJ .,  K d iu ’r,  P r c s i d o n t  o f  t h o  B r i t i s h

T hcosophical Socicty . L ondon, T rlibno r and  C o , 1880,

known by their  Church as a pagan or a heathen. W ith  
the  religious questions debated by the author, wc do not 
care to meddle, since his Biblical illustrations and quo ta­
tions will carry l ittleweight among the  Asiatic readers of our 
magazine, and his appeals arc more cogent for a W estern  
public. B u t in his chapter 011 Amesthesia as a means of 
experimentally proving the existence of the soul (pp 118­
132), he comes upon ground where he may meet with the 
brightest and noblest of Aryan psychologists. The idea is not 
an original one, i t  having often been discussed, though the 
fact seems to have escaped his notice and th a t  of his crit ics; 
bu t it is full of interest. H e  says :

“ In  the year 1800, Hum phrey  Davy, then  twenty-two 
years of age, suggested th a t  the  inhalation of nitrous- 
oxide gas m ight be used in surgical operations as a means 
of preventing pain ; bu t  i t  was not until 1844 th a t  Mr. 
Horace Wells, a dentist residing at Hartford, Connecticut, 
used it in extracting teeth, and thus demonstrated the 
t ru th  of H um phrey  Davy’s conjecture.

“ I 11 the  year 1840, Dr. Morton, of Boston, U. S., 
demonstrated for the  first time th a t  the  severest surgical 
operations could be performed without pain under the 
inhalation of the  vapour of sulphuric-ethcr. Lastly, Sir 
Janies Simpson, of Edinburgh, in the same year, introduc­
ed the beneficent use of chloroform in the labours of 
child-bed.

“ Ana'sthetics having thus conferred on poor suffering 
hum anity  the  inestimable blessing of painless surgery, 
I  ask with reverence and hope : Are anaesthetics not yet 
destined to confer on the  hum an race the infinitely 
greater boon of scientifically demonstrating the  existence, 
free from the  body, of the  hum an soul ?

“ I t  is true  th a t  the  vast majority of hum an beings do 
instinctively believe in the existence of the human soul; 
and this is of all argum ents the strongest, because any 
spiritual belief which is all bu t  universal in the hum an 
mind, must be regarded as an instinctive revelation in 
harmony with the nature  of man, and therefore true ; and 
when, further, th is  instinct is found to increase the  h ap ­
piness and welfare of the hum an race, the proof to me 
seems absolute, because 110 falsehood can produce ultimate 
good.

“There are, however, among the scientific minds of the 
present day, an ever-increasing num ber of thoughtful, 
truthful, and benevolent men, who doubt or deny that 
there exists any entity or ego apart from the  body, and 
these men assert tha t  when the  bodily organisation dies 
the  man himself, so far as evidence goes, becomes extinct.

"Let us then  inquire w hether or not this materialistic 
assertion is true, or w hether the use of anaesthetics cannot 
demonstrate th a t  th is  assertion of unbelief is contrary to 
fact.

“ I t  has been long known th a t  persons who have been 
all bu t drowned, so as to appear actually dead, bu t  who—■ 
it may be after hours of restorative Inborn-— have been 
restored to consciousness, have sometimes declared th a t  
the  process of drowning, after the  first struggle, was not 
agonising, bu t  actually pleasurable.

“These individuals have sometimes said th a t  the entire 
history of the ir  lives flashed before them as if photograph­
ed instantaneously, and th a t  then  they have seemed to 
ascend to heavenly regions and celestial felicity.

“Again, many of those who have inhaled nitrous^oxide, 
which produces asphyxia exactly analogous to tha t  of 
drowning, have expressed their  enjoyment of like happi­
ness, even as the ir  tee th  were being extracted.

“The same results have often followed the  use of cliloro- 
form ; and I  myself, some six years ago, 011 one occasion) 
while inhaling chloroform as a relief to the agony of 
passing a small calculus, suddenly, to my surprise, found 
my ego, or soul, or reasoning faculty, clothed, and 111 the 
form of my body, standing about two yards outside my 
body, and contemplating th a t  body as it  lay motionless on 
the  bed.

“This startling discovery was to me most significant and 
I  have mentioned the  fact to many others since. 1



“ Y e s t e r d a y ,  b e c o m i n g  s u d d e n l y  a w a k e n e d  t o  t l i e  i m ­
p o r t a n t  s i g n i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h i s  e x p e r i e n c e ,  I  c a l l e d  011 t h r e e  
m e d i c a l  m e n  w h o  h a d  v e r y  g r e a t  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  t h e  g i v i n g  
o f  a n a e s t h e t i c s .

“ I n  r e p l y  t o  m y  q u e s t i o n ,  o n e  g e n t l e m a n  s a i d ,  ‘ I  c a n  

q u i t e  b e l i e v e  y o u r  a s s e r t i o n ,  a s  I  h a v e  o f t e n  h e a r d  p a t i e n t s  
e x p r e s s  a  s i m i l a r  i d e a ,  a l t h o u g h  i n  a  c o n f u s e d  w a y . ’ A n ­
o t h e r  g e n t l e m a n  s a i d ,  ' H e  h a d  h i m s e l f  011 t h r e e  o c c a s i o n s  
t a k e n  c h l o r o f o r m ,  a n d  o n  e a c h  o c c a s i o n  l i e  f o u n d  h i m s e l f ,  
a s  i t  w e r e ,  p l e a s a n t l y  w h i r l i n g  a n d  s o a r i n g  i n  t h e  a i r  ;’ 
a n d  t h e  t h i r d  g e n t l e m a n  s a i d ,  ‘ M y  p a t i e n t s  h a v e  o f t e n  
s a i d  t h a t  u n d e r  m y  o p e r a t i o n s  t h e y  f e l t  n o  p a i n ,  b u t  saw  
a l l  I  w a s  d o i n g  l i k e  s p e c t a t o r s  l o o k i n g  o n  a n d  w a t c h i n g  
t h e  o p e r a t i o n s . ’

“I n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t l i  t h e s e  f a c t s  c o n c e r n i n g  d r o w n i n g  a n d  

a n a e s t h e t i c s ,  I  w i l l  h e r e  d r a w  a t t e n t i o n  t o  w h a t  a r e  c a l l e d  
m e s m e r i c  e x p e r i m e n t s .

“ I  h a v e ,  d u r i n g  t h e  l a s t  f o r t y  y e a r s  w i t n e s s e d  m a n y  m e s ­
m e r i c  e x p e r i m e n t s ,  a n d  I  h a v e  f o u n d  t h a t  c e r t a i n  i n d i v i ­
d u a l s ,  w h i l e  t h e i r  m i n d s  h a v e  b e e n  c o n c e n t r a t e d  011 a  p o i n t ,  
a n d  t h e i r  b r e a t h i n g  h a s  b e c o m e  s l o w e r  a n d  s l o w e r ,  h a v e  

p a s s e d  i n t o  t r a n c e  m o r e  o r  l e s s  p r o f o u n d ,  a n d  w h i l e  i n  
t h i s  s t a t e  i t  i s  w e l l  k n o w n  f r o m  t h e  e v i d e n c e  o f  

D r .  E s d a i l e ,  o f  C a l c u t t a ,  a n d  o t h e r s  t h a t  t h e  s e v e r e s t  s u r ­
g i c a l  o p e r a t i o n s  h a v e  b e e n  p e r f o r m e d  n o t  o n l y  w i t h o u t  

p a i n ,  b u t  w h i l e  t h e  p a t i e n t  h a s  a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  p a s s e d  
i n t o  e c s t a t i c  j o y s .

“ T h e  h i s t o r y  o f  e c s t a t i c  m a r t y r s  h a s  f u r n i s h e d  a d d i t i o n a l  
e v i d e n c e  i n  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n .

“ T h u s  w e  f i n d  i n  m e s m e r i c  t r a n c e  a  c o n d i t i o n  o f  t h i n g s  
e x a c t l y  a n a l o g o u s  t o  w h a t  w e  s o m e t i m e s  f i n d  d u r i n g  t h e  
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  a n a e s t h e t i c s .

“ L a s t l y ,  t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  s t u d i e d  O r i e n t a l  T h e o s o p h y  k n o w  
t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a n  o r d e r  o f  H i n d u  a s c e t i c s  w h o ,  h a v i n g  
p a s s e d  t h e i r  l i v e s  i n  f a s t i n g ,  c o n t e m p l a t i o n ,  a n d  p r a y e r ,  
c a n  s o  d i s c i p l i n e  t h e i r  b o d i e s  a s  b y  p r a c t i c e  t o  r e t a i n  t h e  

b r e a t h  u n t i l  t h e y  b e c o m e  a s p h y x i a t e d .
“T h e y  a s s e r t  t h a t  t h u s  t h e y  c a n  p r o j e c t  t h e i r  s o u l s  f r o m  

t h e  b o d y ,  b e c o m e  e n t r a n c e d ,  a n d  a s c e n d  t o  G o d .
“T h e  R o m i s h  s a i n t s ,  w i t h o u t  e x a c t l y  p r a c t i s i n g  t h e  

S a m e  m e t h o d ,  s o  f a r  a s  t h e  b r e a t h  i s  c o n c e r n e d ,  a l s o  a t  
p e r i o d s  b e c a m e  e n t r a n c e d ,  a n d ,  ‘ a s c e n d i n g  t o  h e a v e n ,  

u n i t e d  t h e i r  s o u l s  w i t h  t h e  L o r d . ’
“ N o w  a l l  t h i s  i s  one.
“ W h e t h e r  b y  d r o w n i n g ,  a s p h y x i a t i n g  g a s e s ,  m e s ­

m e r i c  a s p h y x i a ,  o r  ‘ i n t e r n a l  b r e a t h i n g , ’ o r  t h e  s e l f -  

i m p o s o d  a s p h y x i a  o f  t h e  H i n d u  a s c e t i c s ,  o r  t h e  e n t r a n c e -  
m e n t s  o f  t h e  e c s t a t i c  s a i n t s ,  t h e  m odus opcrandi i s  a n a l o ­
g o u s  a n d  t h e  r e s u l t  i d e n t i c a l ,  n a m e l y ,  t h e  t e m p o r a r y  
d e a t h  o f  t h e  b o d y ,  a n d  t h u s  t h e  t e m p o r a r y  f r e e i n g  o f  t h e  

s o u l .  A s  S t .  P e t e r  s a y s ,  ‘ D e a d  i n  t h e  b o d y ,  b u t  a l i v e  i n  

t h e  s p i r i t . ’
“T h i s  a s p h y x i a  i s  d a n g e r o u s  i f  p u s h e d  t o o  f a r  b y  t h e  

o p e r a t i o n  o f  m e d i c i n a l  s u b s t a n c e s  ; b u t  i n  t h e  c n t r a n c e -  

m e n t  p r o d u c e d  b y  m e s m e r i s m  o r  e c s t a s y ,  t h e  c o n d i t i o n  

m a y  e x i s t  f o r  h o u r s ,  d a y s ,  o r  e v e n  w e e k s ,  w h i l e  t h e  e c s t a ­
t i c  d e c l a r e s  011 h i s  r e t u r n  t o  e a r t h - c o n s c i o u s n e s s  t h a t  h e  

l i a s  i n  s p i r i t  o u t s i d e  h i s  b o d y  b e e n  i n  P a r a d i s e ,  a n d  b e h e l d  
t h i n g s  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  u t t e r .  A l t h o u g h  S t .  P a u l  s a y s  
t h a t  w h e n  c a u g h t  u p  i n t o  P a r a d i s e  h e  b e h e l d  t h i n g s  n o t  
l a w f u l  t o  u t t e r ,  l i e  k n e w  n o t  w h e t h e r  h e  w a s  i n  o r  o u t  o f  

t h e  b o d y ,
" T h e  s c e p t i c  w i l l  s a y  a l l  t h i s  p r o v e s  n o t h i n g  b u t  h a l l u ­

c i n a t i o n  a n d  d r e a m s .
“I n  r e p l y  t o  t h i s  o b j e c t i o n ,  I  w o u l d  s a y  t h a t  t r a n c e  i s  a  

c o n d i t i o n  e n t i r e l y  b e y o n d  m e r e  s l e e p ,  a n d  t h a t  v i s i o n s  o f  
t h e  s p i r i t  a r e  e n t i r e l y  d i s t i n c t  f r o m  t h e  d r e a m s  o f  i m p e r ­

f e c t  s l e e p .  _
“ N o  o n e  i n  m e r e  s l e e p  c a n  s u b m i t  t o  p a i n f u l  o p e r a t i o n s ,  

n o t  o n l y  w i t h o u t  f l i n c h i n g ,  b u t  w i t h  t h e  s i n i l e  o f  j o y  011 
l i i s  f a c e  ; a n d  110 o n e  d l e a l n s  t h a t  h e  i s  outside h i s  b o d y  ; 
h e  d r e a m s  t h a t  h e  i s  w i t h  h i s  b o d y .  M o r e o v e r ,  t h o s e  w h o  
a w a k e  f r o m  d r e a m s  a t  o n c e  n d m i t  t h e  d r e a m ,  b u t  t h o s e  
w h o  r e t u r n  f r o m  t h e  r e v e l a t i o n s  o f  e n t r a n c e m e n t  a s s e r t  

t h a t  t h e s e  w e r e  n o t  d r e a m s  ; a n d ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  s c e p t i c s  w h o  
m e r e l y  suy'i/est e x p l a n a t i o n s  c a n n o t  h a v e  t h e  w e i g h t  o f  

t h o s e  w h o  a s s e r t  t h e i r  b e l i e f s  f r o m  e x p e r i e n c e .

“ I  t h e r e f o r e  s u b m i t  t h a t  s c e p t i c s  h a v e ,  w i t h  t h e  u s e  o f  
a n a 3 s t h e t i c s ,  a  p h y s i c a l  a n d  s c i e n t i f i c  m e a n s  o f  t e s t i n g  t h e  

b e l i e f s  a n d  a s s e r t i o n s  o f  p n e u m a t o l o g i s t s  a s  t o  t h e  e x i s t ­
e n c e  o u t s i d e  t b e  b o d y  o f  t h e  s o u l  o r  e g o  a s  a  s c i e n t i f i c  f a c t .

“ T h e  s c e p t i c  w i l l  d e n y  t h a t  t h e  a l l  b u t  u n i v e r s a l  b e l i e f  
o f  h u m a n  b e i n g s  i n  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  t h e  s o u l  h a s  a n y  
s c i e n t i f i c  w e i g h t .  H e  w i l l  f u r t h e r  d e n y  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  
s p i r i t u a l  r e v e l a t i o n s .  H e  w i l l  d i s c r e d i t  t h e  e x p e r i m e n t s  
o f  m e s m e r i s t s ,  a n d  d e n y  t h e  a s s e r t i o n s  o f  H i n d u  o r  C h r i s t ­
i a n  e c s t a t i c s  ; b u t  i f  b e  e x p e r i m e n t  w i t h  m e d i c i n a l  a n a e s ­
t h e t i c s  011 b i s  o w n  p e r s o n ,  a n d  f i n d  o u t ,  a s  I  a n d  o t h e r s  
h a v e  d o n e ,  t h a t  t h e  s o u l  m a y  b e  p r o j e c t e d  o u t s i d e  t h e  
b o d y ,  a n d  e x t e r n a l l y  e x i s t  a s  t l i e  t r u e  e g o ,  h e  m a y  t h e n  b e  

i n d u c e d  t o  b e l i e v e  i n  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  t h e  h u m a n  s o u l .
“ I f  t h u s  t h e  s o u l  c a n  b e  d e m o n s t r a t e d  a s  a  fact, t h e  

n e x t  s t e p  i s  t o  p o s t u l a t e  t h a t  t h e  e g o ,  o r  s o u l ,  o r  m i n d  i s  a  

unity.
“ A l l  v i s i b l e  s u b s t a n c e s  a r e  c o m p o u n d s ,  a n d  a s  c o m ­

p o u n d s  a r e  l i a b l e  t o  d i s i n t e g r a t i o n ,  d e c a y ,  a n d  d e a t h .  

E v e n  t h e  r o y a l  g o l d  c a n  t h u s  b e ,  f r o m  i t s  l i a b i l i t y  t o  s l o w  
d e c a y ,  s h o w n  t o  b e  n o t  a n  e l e m e n t a r y  b u t  a  c o m p o u n d  
s u b s t a n c e .  B u t  t h e  s o u l  a s  a  unity  i s  i n c a p a b l e  o f  d i v i ­
s i o n ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  i n c a p a b l e  o f  d e c a y ,  a i i d  i s  t h e r e f o r e  i m m o r ­
t a l *  . ;

“ F i n a l l y ,  t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  d e m o n s t r a t e d  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  
t h e i r  s p i r i t u a l  n a t u r e  k n o w  t h a t  i n  s o  d o i n g  t h e y  d e m o n ­
s t r a t e  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  t b e  F a t h e r  o f  a l l  S p i r i t — G o d .

“ T h i s  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  c a l l e d  f o r t h  i n  The Spiritualist, 
t h e  f o l l o w i n g  i n t e r e s t i n g  c o r r o b o r a t i o n s  o f  m y  v i e w s : —

E M A N C I P A T I O N  F R O M  T H E  F L E S H .

‘ D r .  W v l d ’s  l e t t e r ,  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  i n t e r e s t i n g  

q u e s t i o n  o f  t h e  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  i n f l u e n c e  o f  a n e s t h e t i c s ,  i s  

r e c e i v i n g  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  a m o n g  S p i r i t u a l i s t s  t h a t  i t  d e s e r v e s .  
A s  y o u  s a y ,  i f  t h o  s p i r i t  c f  m a n  c a n  b e  s e p a r a t e d  f r o m  t b e  
b o d y  b y  t h e  j u d i c i o u s  u s e  o f  a m e s t h e t i c s ,  a  n e w  a n d  e a s y  
b r a n c h  o f  e x p e r i m e n t a l  p s y c h i c a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  
o p e n e d  u p .  A n d ,  t r u l y ,  D r .  W y l d  h a s  p u t  i t  p l a i n l y  
e n o u g h  w h e n  l i e  s a y s : ‘ W h e t h e r  b y  d r o w n i n g ,  a s p h y x i a ­
t i n g  g a s e s ,  m e s m e r i c  a s p h y x i a ,  i n t e r n a l  b r e a t h i n g ,  o r  t h e  
s e l f - i m p o s e d  a s p h y x i a  o f  t h e  H i n d u  a s c e t i c s ,  o r  t h e  e n -  
t r a n c e m e n t s  o f  t h e  e c s t a t i c  s a i n t s ,  t h e  modus opemndi  i s  
a n a l o g o u s  a n d  t h e  r e s u l t  i d e n t i c a l ,  n a m e l y ,  t h e  t e m p o r a r y  

d e a t h  o f  t h e  b o d y ,  a n d  t h u s  t h e  t e m p o r a r y  f r e e i n g  o f  t h e  

s o u l . ’

‘ T h i s  i s  p l a i n  s p e a k i n g ,  b u t  I  b e l i e v e  i t  t o  b e ,  t o  a l l  
i n t e n t s  a n d  p u r p o s e s ,  a  t r u e  p o s i t i o n ,  a  t e m p o r a r y  a c t u a l  
a b s e n c e  o f  v i t a l i t y  i n  t h e  b o d } ' ,  w i t h  a  q u i c k e n i n g  o f  t h e  

s p i r i t .

‘ T h a t  I  h a v e  e x p r e s s e d  a n a l o g o u s  o p i n i o n s  i n  y o u r  

p a g e s  w i l l  b e  s h o w n  f r o m  a  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  o f  m i n e  i n  

The Spiritualist  o f  J u l y  1 4 ,  1 8 7 0 .  '

‘ I f ,  t h e n ,  w e  b e a r  i n  m i n d  t h a t  anythin<j w h i c h  d u l l s  
t h e  b o d i l y  e n e r g y  m a y ,  a n d  p r o b a b l y  w i l l ,  q u i c k e n  a n d  

g i v e  s c o p e  t o  s p i r i t u a l  e n e r g y ,  n o t a b l y  s l e e p ,  d i s e a s e ,  o r  
t h e  u s e  o f  c e r t a i n  d r u g s ,  w h i c h  l a t t e r  a r e  o f t e n  
t a k e n  t o  i n d u c e  s u c h  a  s t a t e — h a s c h i s l i ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  

p r e p a r e d  f o r  h e m p  b y  t h e  Z u l u s  a n d  o t h e r s ,  a n d  o p i u m  
b y  t h e  C h i n e s e —  w e  m u s t  a l s o  s e e  t h e  r e a s o n  w h y  v i s i o n s  
a r e  s o  c o m m o n  j u s t  b e f o r e  d e a t h .  T h e  c a r n a l  s t a t e  i s  
n o w  011 t h e  e b b ,  a n d  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  011 t h e  f l o w  ; t h e  f l e s h  i s  

110 l o n g e r  s u b d u i n g  t h e  s p i r i t ,  t h e  r e a l  s e l f ,  t h a t  w h i c h  i s  

o u r  t r u e  n o r m a l  s t a t u s  ; w h i l e  t h e  c a u s e  o f  h a s c h i s l i  a n d  
o p i u m ,  s o  o f t e n  p r o d u c i n g  v i s i o n s  t h a t  a r e  d i s a g r e e a b l e ,  

n o t  t o  s a y  m o n s t r o u s ,  m a y  w e l l  b e ,  b e c a u s e  t h e  l o w  m o r a l  
s t a t e  w h i c h  i n d u c e s  t h i s  i n d u l g e n c e ,  a n d  w h i c h  s t a t e  i s ,  
f o r  t h e  m o s t  p a r t ,  v a s t l y  i n c r e a s e d  b y  t h e  i n d u l g e n c e  i n  
s u c h  n a r c o t i c s ,  b r i n g s  w i t h  i t  real ghostly experiences c o r ­

* W o  b e g  to  d i f fe r  In t h i s  w i t l i  om* l e a r n e d  n u t l i o r  an»l B r o th e r .  Spirit/  
t i lono is a u n i t y .  T l io  *<>"l a s  a n  a g g r e g a t e  c o m p o u n d  of  v a r io u s  fncu l tids  
n n d  b u t  t o  i t —c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  t r a i t s  w h ic h  g o  to  f o r m  i t s  in d i v id u a l i t y ,  n o t  
o n ly  c a n  i t  b e  c a l l e d  a  Viiitij, b u t  i t  is n o t  e v e n  a n  e l e m e n t a r y  s u b s t a n c a  
s inco  it ?  v e r y  i n d i v i d u a l i t y  p r o p e r  r e s t s  u p o n  a  v a r io ty  o f  q u a l i t i e s ,  w h ic h  
o n ly  w h e n  l i k e d  t o g e t h e r  m a k o  i t  w l ia t  i t  i s —a  p s y c h ic  e n t i t y .  T a k o  
in s a n i t y ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e  ; m o n o m a n i a  a l t e r s  t h e  e n t i t y  g r e a t l y  ; c o m p l e t e  lu n a c y  
d e s t r o y s  it .  T h o  f o r m e r  is d u e  t o  t h e  d e r a n g e m e n t  of  o n e  f a c u l t y  ; t h o  l a t t e r  
t o  a  g o n o r a l  d e r a n g e m e n t  o f  t h e  b r a in .  W e  o u g h t  to  I c a r u  to  m a k e a  (Us* 
t i n c t i o u  b e t w e e n  t h e  m a t e r i a l  so u l  a m i  p u r e  s p i r i t , — E d ,



responding with the spiritual state of the victim to the 
degraded habit. The above remark is probably equally ap ­
plicable to some of tlie effects of delirium  tremens, &c.”

“ By the above it  will be seen that, though 1 had not 
comprehended the full light of actual temporary death  as­
sumed by Dr. VVyId, yet tha t  I was not very far off it, and 
tiiat we arc greatly indebted to Dr. Wyld for his discrimi­
nation, and tlie results of liis experience.

“Ur. Wyld points out this great difference between a man 
during sleep aud a man in a trance or vision of the spirit. 
He s a y s : ‘ No one in mere sleep can submit to painful 
operations with a smile ot joy upon his face.’ Personally I 
was never subject to au auftMthr-tic but once. Nitrous oxide 
was tne agent in the case of a rattier formidable array 
of dental operations. I  expected to have had to take the 
gas two or turee times, but it was all over a t  one sitting, 
w h i c h  nuked  me think m a t I must have been abseut ra ther 
long, ividtiy visions nave been vouchsafed me, but 1 know 
of none tuac gave me the exquisite delight of tha t  ana-s- 
tlietic, and never did 1 so regret the awakening as on tha t  
occasion ; and 1 feel now, after Dr. Wyld s powerful eluci­
dation, the fruit of much experience on his part as a mes- 
menser, tha t I  was then really temporarily, to all intents 
aud purposes, dead iu the body but alive in the spirit.

“ tto 1 th ink  I  have been shown, now, not only tha t  I 
can and shall live without the body—a fact I  never doub t­
ed—out also tha t  1 can and may, and probably shall, 
finally live in happiness. Yet 1 would not have auy suppose 
tha t 1 take to myself any honours, or assume the least su­
periority over cue least worthy of God's creatures on ac­
count of this my pleasing experience of the body’s death, 
so to speak, fo ra  short time, or on any other account. I t  
was simply what almost all sensitives feel when iu a state 
of catalepsy; they, too, generally feel regret a t  awaking. 
I t  was simply getting  rid for a short time of the  pains 
and penalties of cartti life : for much of our purgatory is, 
I  think, undergone here— a throwing off, for a very short 
season, the clog of the body. And surely few have more 
reason to appreciate this than one who, like myself, has 
been for many years a bodily sufferer.

“ No. This was the experience of ge tting  rid of a  heavy 
millstone, for a few minutes, th a t  one hopes at least to 
throw off for a longer time when he dies.” .

M.A. (Can tab.)
T1IE PSYCHOLOGICAl< EFFECTS OF 1SREATI1ING 

NITROUS OXIDE.
We have received the following letter in connection with 

the interesting question raised by Dr. Wyld of the psycho­
logical influence of a n e s th e t ic s :—

(To the E ditor o f  “ The Spiritualist.”)
“>Snt,— Since, the publication of Dr. Wyld s article in 

your last number, a remarkable s ta tem ent has been made 
to me by a gentleman to whom I had ju s t  administered an 
auoesthetie. Knowing my patien t (an em inent literary 
reviewer and critic) to be of great intelligence, I  asked 
him iinmediatelely ou recovery to describe any sensations 
or impressions he may have experienced. W ith consider­
able earnestness and excitement he said (in nearly his own 
words), ‘ I  thought I  had in some way, yo u  know, got to the 
bottom and behind everything, saw the cause am i reason o f 
things,and understood the mystery o f  life  and the great secret 
that all have sought,.’ And' I  called to others to p u t  iu 
writing what it was, aud how I  found it out, bu t  I now 
remember nothing more than  this. l!

“W alter  H. C o f f in . 
“ Junior Atheweum Club, Piccadilly, W.

“ December 28, 1879.” _
“ The above sensations may be compared with those of 

Sir Humphrey Davy, who made a long series of experi­
ments upon himself, to ascertain the effects of breathing 
lutrous oxide. About one of his earlier experiments he 
s a y s _

“ I  gradually began to lose the perception of external 
things, and a vivid and intense recollection of some former 
experiments passed through my mind, so th a t  X called 
out, ‘ W hat an amazing concatenation of ideas !’ ”

“ In  one of his later experiments, Sir H um phrey  Davy 
experienced the following sensations :—

“ ‘ I began to respire twenty quarts of unm ingled nitrous 
oxide. A thrilling extending from the chest to the  ex­
tremities was almost immediately produced. I  felt a sense 
of tangible extension highly pleasurable in every limb j 
my visible impressions were dazzling and apparently  
magnified ; I heard distinctly every sound in the rooin, 
and was perfectly aware of my situation.* By degrees, as 
the pleasurable sensations increased, I  lost all connection 
with external things ; trains of vivid visible images rapidly 
passed through my mind, and were connected with words 
in such a manner, as to produce perceptions perfectly 
novel. I existed in a  world of newly-connected and 
newly-modified ideas. I  theorised—I imagined tha t I made 
discoveries. W hen I was awakened from this semideliri- 
ous trance by Dr. Kinglake, who took the bag from m y 
mouth, indignation and pride were the  first feelings p ro­
duced by the sight of the persons about me. My emo­
tions were enthusiastic and sublim e; and for a m inu te  
I walked round the room, perfectly regardless of what 
was said to me. As I  reeoveied my former state of mind 
I  felt an inclination to coinmuuicite  the discoveries I  had 
m a i j  during the experiment. I endeavoured to recall 
the ideas ; they were feeble and indistinct ; one collection 
of term.?, however, presented itse lf ;  aud with the most 
inten ?e belief and prophetic manner, I  exclaimed to Dr. 
K in g lak e ,‘A'othhu; ecists but th o u g h ts !— the universe is 
compjsetl o f  i npressious, ideas, pleasures, and  p a in s ! ” 
About three minutes and a half only had elapsed during 
this experiment, though the time, as measured by the  
relative vividness of the collected ideas, appeared to me 
much longer.’ ”

“On the assumption th a t  anccsthetics occasionally sepa­
rate  tlie soul from the boy, the above is an example how 
entrance into the spiritul state  suddenly transformed ono 
of the greatest physicists of modern times into an idealist.

“ Sir H um phrey  Davy did not enter this exalted state 
on the first occasion of breathing nitrous oxide. Hu 
frequently breathed the  gas, and felt pleasure in so doing; 
lie gradually increased the  quantity  inhaled until he 
reached the maxim um  in the foregoing experim ent;  
consequently, it would seem tha t  a long series of trials 
with each individual is necessary in order to ascertain by 
experiment whether the spirit can be temporarily separa­
ted from the body by the use of nitrous oxide. The after 
effects of the experiment ju s t  quoted were pleasing ; Sir 
H um phrey  Davy was in a happy, lively frame of mind all 
the  rest of the day.

“ Nitrous oxide has not the same effect upon all who 
breathe it. Some experience no pleasurable sensations ; 
others acquire a headache ; others again indulge in lively 
muscular exercise. Mr. Wynne, M. P.. was one of the first 
to try its effects ; lie inhaled seven quarts of it w ithout 
much effect upon his specially stubborn organism. One 
Jam es Thomson found it to cause pains of the day before 
in his back and knees to re turn  to him, and was quite  sure 
of the accuracy of his observations on this point. W hen 
nitrous oxide is used before dental operations it is breathed 
through a large orifice, and the patien t quickly passes 
as a general rule, into a state of insensibility. To expe­
rience its exhilarating effects it  must be breathed through 
a small orifice. Sir H um phrey Davy found th a t  the more 
he breathed it  the more did liis susceptibility to its influ­
ence increase, in which respect its action upon a sensi­
tive resembles repeated applications of the power of mes­
merism. During the sta te  of psychical excitement ho 
found the light of the sun to be painful to him, in which 
respect his s ta te  bore a resemblance to tranee-mediuimhip. 
In  pursuit of knowledge Sir H um phrey  Davy intoxicated 
himself in eight minutes by drinking sufficient wine for 
the purpose ; he discovered no short cut to heaven tha t  
way, but acquired a splitting headache, and experienced 
sensations altogether unlike those produced by nitrous

• » In a |l these experim ents, a f te r  tho first m inute ^ y ( chocks beeiim* 
purple.—II. 1).



oxide. I t  is not certain whether when under the maxi- 
nium influence of this gas he did not see spirits and hear 
them talk, b u t  was afraid to say so, for he owns, in ihe  
sta tem ent already quoted, to having seen something, and 
heard words in an abnormal way,probably by clairaudience. 
Davy says of the after effects of breathing the gas— “I 
slept much less than  usual, and previous to sleep iny 
mind was long occupied with visible imagery.”— E d . S h h .

“ These letters are strongly confirmatory of mv views, 
and go to show th a t  ana'sthetics liberate the  soul by, as it 
were, drowning the  body. T ha t  in fact they  drive the soul 
out of the body and thus render the body incapable of 
experiencing pain, for it is by the mind th a t  pain is known, 
and hence the lower the mental organisation in animals 
the less sensitive are their bodies to pain.

“ The expression used by Mr. Coffin’s patient, when 
under amesthesia, th a t  ‘ he had got to the  bottom and 
behind every thing, and saw the cause and reason of 
things, and understood the mystery of life and the great 
secrct tha t all have sought ’ is the  expression of 
the  profound tru ths known to adepts and ecstatics ; while 
the expression used by Sir H um phrey  Davy, when under 
the influence of nitrous oxide, th a t  ‘ nothing exists bu t 
thought,’ was a  profound revelation of Divine Philosophy.

I would therefore urge 011 Scientists, Psychologists, and 
Materialists further experiments with anesthetics  as a 
means of arriving a t  an experimental demonstration of 
the existence and powers of the  human soul.”

The November Journal o f Scicnce contained a review of 
Dr. Wyld’s book, by a critic who had evidently lead Dr. 
N. C. Pau l’s pamphlet on Yoga Philosophy, and found in 
the  Yoga processes therein described and in an apparently 
ingrained personal hatred of occultists, enough to make 
liim say “ Above all I hold th a t  every friend of humanity 
should wage a war of extermination against ascetism asO O
one of the foulest survivals of ignorance and savagery.” 
Very pretty  and very scientific sentiments, these ; so 
characteristic of the breadth and fairness of tbe modern 
scientists ' This writer falls afoul of occult science in 
a manner of brutal jest, using almost the identical words 
tha t  the New York editors employed against our Society. 
Dr. Wyld happened to mention th a t  the Indian Yogi 
could raise his body in the  air when a t  his devotions. 
Granted, says the London sceptic, now let him do i t  here 
and float above the  heads of the  crowd. Or if he cannot do 
it here let him dot it  a t  Bombay or Calcutta. Meaning tha t  
unless it  is done as demanded, ergo an Indian  Yogi never 
did anything of the sort. This is the  stuff our scientists 
call logic and lay down as law. They— and, unhappily, 
Dr. Wyld also—forgot the  known effects of Soma juice in 
th is  m atte r  of liberating soul from body and opening the 
divine sight. See the panegyrics to this royal sap in 
the most- ancient literary relics of m ankind— the Vedas. 
So marvellous was its potency th a t  it  was hailed as some­
th ing  royal— a king ; “ the king of the world, the
king of heaven and earth, the conqueror of all.” (See Chips
from  a  German Workshop, vol. I, 28.) In  the Rigveda, 
Varuna is styled somapd, the  sonia-drinker. H e comes in 
his chariot, drawn by two yellow horses and attended by the 
Maruts, to quaff the draughts of it presented by his wor­
shippers, and then, iu the  fury it  produces, drives off a t  
once to transfix Vritra, and break open the fastnesses of the 
mountains : this highly poetical imagery evidently refer­
ring to tho soul-liberating potency of the sacred juice. 
Prof. W hitney (Oriental and L in g u is tic  Studies, p 145) 
puts  into metrical form R oth’s translation of a hymn of 
the Rigveda, from which we take th is  ve rse : ■

1NDHA.

1 love the prayers, the  wishes, the  l ibations ;
T he  odors vise ; the  iS'omre-presa is ready ; ;

. T h ey  d ra w  and  win me w i th  the i r  invocation ;
j\Iy coursers  here carry me forward  to them.

Reference to noma is found in the Persian A vesta-, but 
on Indian soil its use was so general for inspirational 
purposes, and its effects were so splendid, th a t  the  hymns in 
its honour fill one entire book of the  Rigveda. “ Soma”

says W hitney  “ is there addressed as a god in the highest 
strains of adulation and veneration ; all powers belong to 
him ; all blessings are besought of him, as his to bestow.” 
The use of narcotics, then, to assist the  develop­
m en t of the  psychic powers dates back to the  earli­
est dawn of our race. From India  and Persia the  cultus 
travelled westward through Babylonia, Egypt, Greece and 
Rome to F a r  Europe. The Egyptians produced an intoxi­
cating substance from hemp, called Assis. They rolled it 
into balls of the  size of a chestnut. H aving swallowed a 
few, they experienced ecstatic visions. Johann Weir 
mentions a p lant in the  Lebanon (7 heangelides) which, if 
eaten, causes persons to prophesy. Kainpfer informs us 
that, a t : a festival in Persia, an exhilarating drink Was 
brought to him, after drinking which he experienced the 
sensation of flying through the air among the clouds. Tho, 
illustrious Van H elm ont in his JJemens idea, (§ 12) de­
scribes'the effects of doses of N apelhis  upon himself. His 
brain retained the idea of movement and sensation spread­
ing themselves from the  head throughout the body, “ yet 
the  whole power of' though t was really and unmistakeably 
situated in the p i t  of the  stomach, always excepting a 
sensation th a t  the  soul was in the  brain as a governing 
power. F or  the above and other most interesting details 
of this par t  of the  subject the reader may consult >Enne- 
moser (H ist, ot Magic, 1, 82). •

Among the  Greek fables is one which describes how 
Venus, mourning the death of Adonis, threw herself upon 
a bed of lettuces to drown her grief. And in Winwood 
Reade’s Veil o f Is is  (p. 10G-7) we read tha t  it  was one of the 
rites of the  Druids of Britain “ to procure a  virgin and to 
Strip her naked, as an emblem of the moon in an uncloud­
ed sky. Then they sought for the wondrous selago or golden 
herb. She who pressed i t  with her foot slept, and heard 
the language of animals.” W e have now only to cross the 
Atlantic and there  wc find the n edieine-men, or inspired 
prophets and oracles of the wild Red Indians, intoxicating 
themselves by swallowing great mouthfuls of the smoke of 
tobacco, and in the phrensy thus produced seeing visions 
and prophesying fu ture  events.

. C U R IO U S  P H E N O M E N A  I N  A M E R I C A .
H Y  S. 7i. S E X T O N ' ,  E S Q . ,  F . T . S .

In  the course of recent studies, I  tried the following 
mesmeric experiment. I  p u t  my sensitive, a young lady 
of about eighteen, into the  mesmeric state, and told her 
to go to a Masonic Lodge tha t  I knew m et th a t  evening, 
and describe to me what took place. After lying uncon­
scious for about an hour and a half, to all appearance 
without life, except for a very slight breathing, she 
said “ I  am back” ; and after telling me tha t  the first per­
son she encountered was a man with a drawn sword iu h is  
hand, who, of course, was the  Tyler, she went ou aud 
described the ceremony of the third degree, the  candidate and 
the inmates of the Lodge, giving me his, and several of their  
names. All these particulars I  enquired into the next 
day, and found they were correct in every particular. 
I  had also a curious experience with a Chicago medium— 
a Mrs. R. H. Simpson. I  asked “ Skiwaukee,” the control­
ling spirit, or whatever it  was th a t  professed to be the 
spirit of an Indian, if he could bring me a lock of hair 
from a mesmeric sensitive of mine. H e  said ’’ W e will try ; 
you m ust will your sensitive to sleep.” H e  then  asked 
for an empty envelope, told me to pu t the  envelope between 
two closed book-slates, p u t  the slates 011 the top of the  table, 
lay my hands 011 one end, and have the  medium lay hers 
on the other. W e did so, and after waiting for about five 
minutes, there came the  sound of three raps. W e took the  
slates apart, opened the envelope, and inside was a lock of 
hair, of the colour of th a t  of the  sensitive mentioned above. 
I t  had the appearance of having been bu rn t  from the  head. 
The next day I received a le tter  from my sensitive saying, 
“ W hy did you will me to sleep ? ” W hen I awoke, my 
head felt as if i t  had had a hot iron passed through it. 
W ith  th is  sam e m ed iu m  I  have had w ritin g  com e inside



closcd slates. In one instance a live snake was brought 
by the invisible a g e n t ; in another a. live fish. For physical 
manifestations she is one of the best I  have ever met, and 
she submits to any test you may propose.

T H E  M I S S I N G  L IN K .

A good many of the Western papers are terribly ex­
cited over a b it of news ju s t  arrived in Europe from 
Sangoon. The most, radical and freethinking of them crow 
over the fact, a.s well they may in the interest of t ru th —  
as though the thickest, and hitherto most impenetrable 
of the veils covering Mother N ature 's  doings had been 
removed for ever, and anthropology had 110 more secrets 
to learn. * The excitement, is due to a little, monster, a 
seven-year old boy, now on exhibition at, Sangoon. Tlie 
child is a native of Cambodia, quite robust and healthy, 
yet exhibiting in his anatomy the most precious and 
rare of physical endowments—a real tail, ten inches long 
and 1 J thick at its root!

This original little sample of hum anity— unii/ue, we 
believe, of his k ind— is now made out. by the disciples of 
Darwin and Haeckel to be the bond ( bony ?) fide Missing 
Link. L et us suppose, for argum ent’s sake, th a t  tho 
evolutionists ( whose colours we certainly wear) are right 
in their  hypothesis, and th a t  thechorished theory of having 
baboons for our ancestors turns out true. Will every 
difficulty in our way bo then removed? By no means: 
for, then, more than  ever will we have to try to solve the 
hitherto insolvablo problem, which comes first, the  Man 
or the Ape ? It. will bo the. Aristotelean egg and chicken 
problem of creation over again. We can never know tho 
t ru th  until some streak of good chance shall enable 
science to witness a t  different periods and under various 
climates either women giving birth to apes, graced with 
a caudal appendix or female orang-outangs becoming 
mothers of tailless, and, morever, sem i-U nm an  children, 
endowed with a  capacity for speech a t  least as great as 
th a t  of a moderately clever parrot or mina.

Science, is but a broken reed for us in this respect, for 
science is ju s t  as perplexed, if not more so, than the rest 
of us, common mortals. So little is i t  able to enlighten 
us upon the myst ery, th a t  the men of most learning are those 
who confuse, us the most in some respects. As in regard 
to the heliocentric system, which, after it had been left 
an undisputed fact more than three centuries, found in 
the  later part of our own a most serious opponent in 
Dr. Shroepfer, Professor of Astronomy a t  the  University of 
Berlin, so the Darwinian theory of the evolution of man 
from an anthropoid, has among its learned opponents one, 
who, though an evolutionist himself, is eager to oppose 
Darwin, and seeks to establish a school of his own.

This new “ perfectionist” is a professor in the  H u n ­
garian town of Funfkirclien, who is delivering ju s t  now 
a  series of lectures throughout Germany. “ Man,” says 
he “ whose origin must be placed in the Silurian mud, 
whence he began evoluting from a frog, m ust necessarily 
some day re-evolute into the same animal !” So far well 
and good. B u t the explanations going to prove this 
hypothesis which Professor Charles Deezy accepts as a 
perfectly established fact, are rather too vague to enable 
us to build any th ing like an impregnable theory upon 
them. “In the primitive days of the first period of evolu­
tion,” he tells us, “ there lived a huge, frog-like, m am m ar 
lian animal, inhabiting the seas, but which, being of the 
amphibious kind, lived likewise 011 land, breathing in tho 
a ir  as easily as it  did in water, its chief habitat, though, 
was in the salt sea-water. This frog-like creature is now 
what we call— man (!) and his marine origin is proved by 
the  fact th a t  he cannot live without sa lt.” There are other 
signs about man, almost as impressive as the above by 
which th is  origin can be established, if wc may believe 
this new prophet of science. For instance, “ a well-defined 
rem nant of fins, to bo seen between his thum bs and 
fingers, as also'his insurmountable tendency towards the

clement of w ater” : a tendency, we remark passim, more 
noticeable in the  H indu than the  H ighlander • 1

No less does the  H ungarian  scientist set himself 
against Darwin’s theory of man descending from the ape. 
According to his new teaching, “ it  is not the  anthropoid 
which begot man, bu t  the la tter  who is the progenitor of 
the  monkey. The ape is merely a  man returned once more 
to its primitive, savage state. Our Professor’s views as 
to geology, and the  ultimate destruction of our globe, 
coupled with his notions regarding the future state of 
mankind, are no less original and are the very sweetest fruit 
of his Tree of Scientific. Knowledge. Provoking though 
they do general hilarity, they arc nevertheless given out 
by the “ learned” lecturer in quite a serious spirit, and 
his works arc considered a.mong the text-books for colleges. 
I f  we have to credit his statement, then we must believe 
th a t  “ the moon is slowly bu t  surely approaching the 
earth .” The result of such an indiscretion on the  par t  of 
our fair Diana, is to bo most certainly the  following ! “ The 
sea waves will, some day, immerse our globe and gra­
dually submerge all the continents. Then man, unable 
to live anv longer on dry land, will have bu t to return to 
his primitive form, i. e., he will rebecome an aquatic animal 
— a mnn-frog”. And the  life-insurance companies will 
have to shu t up their  shop and become bankrupts— lie 
might have added. Daring speculators are advised to 
take the ir  precautions in advance.

H aving permitted ourselves this b it of irreverence about 
Science— those, rather, who abuse the ir  connection with 
ic—-we may as well give here some of the more acceptable 
theories respecting the. missing link. These arc by 110 
means so scarce as bigots would like to make us believe, 
Shwcinfurth and other g reat African travellers vouch­
safe for the tru th  of these assertions and believe they have 
found races which may, after all, be the missing links-— 
between man and ape. Such are the  A kkas  of Africa ; 
those whom Herodotus calls the Pigmies (II. 32) and the 
account of whom— notwithstanding it  came from the very 
pen of tho F a th e r  of History— was until very recently 
believed to be erroneous and they themselves m yths of 
a fabled nation. But, since the public has had the  most 
trustworthy narratives of European travellers, we have 
learned to know better, and no one any longer th inks th a t  
Herodotus has confounded in his account men and tho 
eynoc.ephaloid apes of Africa.

Wc have b u t  to read the  description of the orang-outang 
and of the chimpanzee to find th a t  these animals— all but 
the hairy surface—answer in nearly every respect to these 
Akkas. They are said to have large cylindrical heads 011 
a thin neck; and a, body about four feet high ; very long 
arms, perfectly disproportionate, as they reach far lower 
than their  knees ; a chest narrow at the shoulders and 
widening tremendously toward the stomach which is always 
enorm ous; knees thick, and hands of an extraordinary 
beauty of design, ( a  characteristic of monkey’s hands, 
which with the  exception of the ir  short thum bs have 
wonderfully neat and slender fingers tapering to the  ends, 
and always prettily shaped finger nails.) The A k k a s’ walk is 
vacillating which is due to the abnormal size of their 
stomach, as in the chimpanzee and the orang-outang. Their 
cranium is large, profoundly depressed at the  root of the 
nose, and surmounted by a contracting forehead sloping 
directly backward ; a projecting mouth with very thin 
lips, and a beardless chin— or rather no chin at all. 
The hair on the ir  heads does not grow, and though less 
noisy than  tho orang-outang they are enormously so when 
compared with other men. On account of the long 
grass which often grows twice their  own size in the 
'regions they inhabit, they are said to jum p like so many 
grasshoppers, to make enormous strides, and, to have 
all the  outward motions of big anthropoids.

Some scientists th in k — this time with pretty  good 
reason— thnt, the  Akkas, more even than  the Matimbas 
of which d ’Escayrac de Lauture  gives such interesting ac­
counts— the Kimosas, and the Bushin, of austral Africa, 
are all rem nants of the missing link,



H Y P N O T IS M .
The views of medical men iu regard to H ypnotism  or 

self-mesmerisation have been greatly strengthened of lato. 
This is evident from the roport by Dr. Grishhorn, of St. 
Petersburg, a t  the latest meeting of the Society of the 
St. Petersburg Physicians, on November 18 (Dec. 1), a 
report which is full of interest. Until  recently, tho phe­
nomena of hypnotism have been only accepted under a 
quasi protest, while mesmerism and clairvoyance were 
regarded and denounced by the best authorities in Science 
as pure charlatanism. Tlie greatest physicians remained 
sceptical to the reality of the phenomena, until  one after 
tho other came to learn b e t t e r ; and these were those, of 
course, who had the patience to devote some time and labour 
to personal experiment in this direction. Still many have 
thus acquired the  profound conviction tha t  there exists in 
man a faculty— mysterious and yet unexplained— which 
causes him under a certain degree of self-concentration to 
become as rigid as a statue and lose more or less his con­
sciousness. T hat once in such a nervous state, a t  times his 
spiritual and mental faculties will seem paralyzed, and but, 
the  mechanical action of the body alone remain ; while a t  
others it  will be quite  the contrary : his physical senses 
becoming benumbed, his mental and spiritual faculties will 
acquire a most wonderful degree of acuteness.

Last summer, Dr. Grishhorn made, with Professor Berger,
• » i • • • • © 

a scries of hypnotic experiments and observations in the
Breslau hospital for nervous diseases. One of the first pa­
tients experimented upon was a  young girl of about twenty, 
who suffered actually from rheumatic pain. Professor Ber­
ger, applying to the tip of her nose a  small ham m er used for 
auscultations, directed her to concentrate all her a ttention 
upon the spot touched. H ard ly  a few minutes had elapsed, 
when, to his utmost astonishment, the girl became quite 
rigid. A bronze s ta tue could not be more motionless and 
stiff. Then Dr. Grishhorn tried every kind of experi­
m ent in order to ascertain th a t  the girl did not play a p a r t .  
A lighted candle was closely approached to her eyes aud it 
was found th a t  the pupil did not co n tra c t ; the eyes re­
maining opened and glassy, as if the person had been dead. 
H e  then passed a long needle through her lip and moved 
i t  in every direction ; b u t  the  two doctors remarked nei­
ther  the slightest sign of pain, nor, what was most strange, 
was there a  single drop of blood. H e  called her by her name; 
there  came no answer. B u t  when, taking her by the hand, 
ho began to converse with her, the  young girl answered all 
his questions, though feebly a t  first and as if compelled by 
an irresistible power.

The second experiment proved more wonderful yet. I t  
was made with a young soldier, who had been ju s t  brought 
into tho hospital, and who proved “ what the  spiritualists 
call a m edium 7’—says the  official report. This last experi­
m ent finally convinced Drs. Grishhorn and Berger of the 
reality of the doubted phenomena. The soldier, a Ger­
man, ignorant of a single word of Russian, spoke in his 
trance with the doctor in th a t  language, pronouncing the 
most difficult words most perfectly, w ithout the slightest 
foreign accent. Suffering from a paralysis of both legs, 
during his hypnotic sleep he used them freely, walking 
with entire ease, and repeating every movement and ges­
ture  made by Dr. Grishhern with absolute precision. The 
Russian sentences he pronounced very rapidly, while his 
own tongue he spoke very slowly. H e  even went so far 
as to write, a t  the doctor’s dictation, a few words in tha t  
language, quite unknown to him aud in the Russian cha­
racters.

The debates upon this most im portant report by a well- 
known physician, were announced to take place a t  the next 
meeting of the Society of the S t  Petersburg Medical Prac­
titioners. As soon as the official report of the proceedings 
is published, wc will give it to our readers. I t  is really 
interesting to witness how the  men of science are gra­
dually being led to acknowledge facts which they have 
hitherto  so bitterly denounced.

Hypnotism , we may add, is nought b u t  the  Trataka  of 
the Yogi, the act of concentrating his mind on the tip of

the  nose, or on the  spot between tho eye-brows. I t  was 
known nnd practised by the ascetics in order to produce 
the final Sam ndhi, or temporary deliverance of the soul 
from the body ; a complete disenthralm ent of the spiritual 
man from tho slavery of the physical with its gross senses. 
I t  is being practised unto the present day.

{ C o n t in u e d  f r o m  t h o  O c to b e r  n u m b e r . )

E A S T  I N D I A N  M A TE  HI A M E D IC  A.
B Y  P A N D U R A N G  G O P A L ,  G .G .M .C . ,  F .T . S .

Group No. X V II. contains-
Sanshrit.

Oushaka
Stindbava

M arathi
s r r f w f i

Siiajatu f$T®R??r

Kaseesd
vas)

Hindoo
Toottha

J
two |

T &  f 
n b

Botanical. '
A  saline earth.
R o c k -sa l t .
Bitumen,dark,unctuous 

exudation from the 
rocks (of t.ie Yiti- 
dhya hills). .

Alums of two kinds.

Gum assafoetida. 
Sulphate nf copper.

These drugs diminish congestions and fat, and act as 
diuretics, lithontriptics, and resolvents of internal deposits. 

Group No. X V III .  In ternal refrigerants.
Sanskrit.

Sariva

Chandana 
K 'ochandana 
Padmaka
Kashmaree-fala 
Madhuka |  

pushpa j 
Ushira

M arath i. Botanical. '
Hemidismus Indicus,

(3T^H5!)
Santalum album 
Pierocarpussantalinutn 
Nelumbium speci^sum. 

'fra (jrinelina pai viflora.

^3 Bassia latifolia.
*n55[ Andropogon muricatus

These allay thirst and relieve the dryness of the fauces 
and cool the  blood. They cool the  blood and diminish the 
excessive formation of h eat in the  tissues and blood. They 
are, therefore indicated in fevers, accompanied by the 
increase of blood-heat which is the  most prominent and 
constant symptom of inflammatory fevers (recognised 
formerly by the term ‘bilious fevers.’ )

Group No. XIX. Drugs similar in action to the above, 
bu t  whose special properties are not specified. '

Sanskrit.

Anjana
M arathi.

Nagapushpa

Priyangoo

Neclotpala 
Nala 
I 'analina 
Keshara 
Mad hooka

( ? )

■T5T

Botanical.
Black sulpnide of an­

timony.
The real stuff’ is not 

determined. Somo 
make it as sulphide 
of lead and others as 
the watery extract of 
Berberis known as 
hasot,. ^

Meriiia ferrea.
Aglaia Roxburgbiana.H ©

W .  A .  ,
Nelumbium speciosum. 
Arun lo karka. 
Undetermined 
Crocus sativus. '
Bassia latifolia

Group No. XX. Cordials and appetisers, which clear 
the  urine by equ alising the circulation of the fluids, Some 
of them  are* 9tlb-acid and others astringent,



Sanskrit M arcith!.
Parooshaka 
Draksha ?rr̂ ri
Kat-phala 
Dadima 37fa4
Ra j ad an a
Kataka-phala f̂ T̂rsS? 
Shakaphal ?

Trifala

Botanical.
Grewia Asiatica. 
Vitis vinifera- 
Myrioa sapida 
Punica granatuin. 
Buchanania latifolia 
Strychnos potalorum.

Rodhra vel 
Lodhra

( Terminalias & phyllan- 
|  thus eniblica.

These drugs are grateful to the tongue and act, as cor­
dials, appetisers and equalisers of the  circulation by 
clearing the  urine of its impurities.

Group No. XXI. Sedatives of pain, cordials and cool­
ing agents.

Sanskrit Marathi. Botanical.

Pnyangoo j   ̂ Celastrus paniculata.
Undetermined.
Grislea tomentosa. 

f Calysaccion lougifoli- 
( uni.

Rakt i-onan- ) • „  f Erematoxylon campe-
dana ) ( cm.

Koochaudana 'Ttf’T

.Samanga
Dhatakee
P o o n n a g a

Mocha-rasa

1 var Rasan- 
j a n a

Ca?salpenia sappan.
A D’liramo-r e s i n o i i s  

exudation from the 
outer bark of Butea 
frondosa.

) (rnfsR) 1 f Galena or sulphide of 
2 var. S r o -f  'j lead.

tan jana * V
Tr , ( The fruit of Myrcstica
Koombheeka j nloschlt!L J _ ■
„  , . ĴT55tcTToJ ( The stamens & pistils
Padma kesar q[ lotug flowers
Yojanavalee iffsrs Uubia manjista. _
^ . . f Desriiodiurn Gnngeti-
Deergha-mula -°  I CUtll.

Most, of these drugs, or even all ot them, abound in an 
astringent and colouring principle which is cooling and 
astringent in its cffects, and therefore, in th e  presence of 
this ingredient, when administered in the  iortn ot an in­
fusion or decoction, prove efficacious in allaying and even 
checking inflammations wherever they may occur. ̂

Group No. X X II .  This is apparently  a subordinate or 
supplemental group to the previous one,.but drugs included 
in this group have been credited with a special virtue, viz, 
of being specifically useful in controlling dysentery or 
inflammatory diarrhoja, and of being useful in curing in te r­
nal ulcers, th a t  is, ulcers or suppurating sores situated in 
the internal viscera of the body. They heal ulcers or pro­
mote the healing processes in all branches of tissue.

Sanskrit AfarathL Botanical.
f Cissampelas hernandi-

Patha 
Dhatakee 
koosooma >

( f lo w e rs )  )
Samanga R ^ r
Katvanga a?
Madhuka

m̂asr ( iEsjle marmelos (the Bmva peshika ~ \ - e - L \1 f;ss I u n r ip e  t i u u t )

Ambashta or?
) 

\

TTfrS- R55 ( folia.

Grislea tomentosa.

Sida acuta 
Calosanthes Indica. 
Bassia latifolia.

\

Savar-rodhra

Pal ash a 
Nandee vriksha

Padma kesnra

»T55tf
fm.Cs 1 ^

j -  Î’sT Symplocos racemosa.

f Bombax malabarica
< (Gummy exudation
( from.) ‘

Butea frondosa '
Cedrela toona. 

f Nymphfea odorata.
< (stam ens and pistils 
t of.)

Group X X II I .  This is also a supernumerary group of 
mild astringents, refrigerants and alteratives of uterine 

circulation. They also promote the  formation or secretion 
of lymph. They are :— '

Botanical.

Ficus Indica.
,, religiosa. .
,, religiosa. i, ;

1
9 9  •

Liquoritia offianates. 
Theopesia populnea 
Terminalia tomentosa. 
Mangifera Indica.

7
Valeriana Hardwickii. 
Cinnamonium tatnala.

Sizygium jambolanum.

Buchanania lat’folia. 
Bassia latifolia. 
Soymida febrifuga. 
Jonesia Asoca.
Nanclea kadamba. 
Ziziphus jujuba. 
Diospyros glutinosa. 
Boswellia serrata. 
Symplocos racemosa. 
Bombax Malabarica. 
Semecarpusana cardum 
Butea frondosa.

Cedrela toona.

Group XXIV. Remedies wliich act as mild appetisers, 
specially allaying symptoms arising from an excass of bile. 
They relieve vomiting, hiccup and thirst, and reduce or­

' ‘ ’ ’ They are also febrifuges.

Marathi. Botanical.
Tinospora cordifolia* 
Melia a^idaracta.

: Sanskrit Marathi

Nyagrodlia
Oodoombara
Ashwattha f 7 T 5 5

Plaksha m u

Madhooka
Kapitanak T T U H r  f'TTSS

Kakoobha
Atnra aqNi
Koshainra
Choraka tT'TC
Tamala-patra
Jamboodwaya (•>. "j

(2 var.) j

Peevala ^ i f i a r

Madhooka
Ruhinee r i f o t

Vanjula
Kadamba
Badaree s f k

Tindookee o
Sallakee nra;*T

Rjdhra r r s T  ■

Savava-rodhra Cf'sT
Bhallataka
Palasha ’i ’oSK

Nandee-vrik- ) \
sha j J

gaaic or internal heat.O
Sanskrit. 

Goodoochee 
Nitnba 
Koostoom- 

booroo 
Chandana

Coriandrum sativum.

•  T h i s  p l a n t  is i d e n t i f i e d  w i th  d i f f e r e n t  s p e c i e s ,  b u t  w c i d e n t i f y  i t  w i th  
t h e  C e l a s t r u s  on  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  t t a j - n i ^ h a u t a  w h ic h  is t h o  m o s t  r e l i a b l e  
of nil w o r k s  on  d e s c r i p t i v e  m a t e r i a  raed ica .

Santalum album.
( A fragrant wood resem- 
| bling toon brought 

Padinaka from Malwa or Sou­
thern India (Oodoy- 
chand Dutt.) ' 

Group XXV. Simple refrigerants. They are comprised 
in a:! enumeration of the  varieties of the flowers and the 
flowers of the Bassia latifolia. ,
: Group XXVI. This group includes drugs which exert a 
very remote action through the vascular system on the 
circulation generally and on the uterus also. They 
relieve congestions and all atonic, conditions of the system. 
They promote digestion and purify the secretion of the 
mammary glands ( milk ), and in the long run cure or



modify bilious fevers (febrifuge), Tliey contain th e  follow­
ing '

. Sanskrit, Marathi. Botanical.
; Moosfa 5THc*ipn Cyperus rotundus.

Haridra Curcuma zedona.
Daru-haridra Berberis lycia.
Hareetakee Terminalia ehebuli
Anialaka 3?N°5 m emblica.
Beblieetaka ^fsi „ bellerica.
Kooshta vie, Costus speciosus.
Hairuavatec Piper aurantium.
Vacha Acorus calamus.
Patha raw  ^  f Stephanonia hernandi-

 ̂ ( folia.
Katoo-rohinee Helleborus niger.
Ateevisha wferf^ {  A(f litum lieterophyl-

l lum.
Dravidee Amomum cardamomi.
Chitraka Pumbngo rosea.

Group X X V II.  This is a triad consisting of Hari- 
takee(f^-^f)) Beblieetaka ( ^ ^ r )  and Amalaka (arNoSf), 
the  ilried pericarps of the fruits of which trees form the 

. tri/aln  combination, so commonly used in all Hindoo 
households. These, mixed together and used, relieve 
costiveness, mitigate urethritis  (common inflammation
of the  urinary canal), relieve cerebral congestions, and act 
as alteratives of the skin.

Group X X V III .  This is another triad group of drugs 
which are stim ulant and acrid, acting on mucous tracts 
generally, bu t more especially on th a t  of the  stomach and 
small intestines. They are solvents of phlegm and fat, 
stomachics, relieve anorexia, visceral obstructions and spe­
cially exert their  action on the  skin and the nasal mucous 
membrane,

(T o  he continued.)

A N  I N F L U E N T I A L  R O M A N  C A T H O L I C  O R G A N  I N  A M E R I C A ,  

the  Catholic Mirror, says :—
A troupe of Arabs is in this country giving exhibi­

tions of tlio dress and customs of the people of the East. 
One of them, a Bedouin named Sheik Abou Dayeh, was 
present the other day at a ballet performance in a theatre 
in Boston. W hen the Amazons filed out before the 
footlights in their scant costume, he turned to the  m ana­
ger of the troupe, who was with him, and asked whether 
the young women were all orphans.

“ Oh, no,” answered the  manager.
" Have they brothers and fathers ?” asked the  Bedouin.
“ Yes,” he was told.
“ Well,” he said, “ why don’t  they kill these g irls?  I  

would if they were my sisters before I  would allow them 
to appear like this.”

Y et th is  degrading and corrupting kind of dancing, to 
which the Sheik would pu t  such a  bloody end, is going 
on every night in half a dozen vile dens in this town, the 
people of which are supposed to form a community of 
Christians.

From this we “ heathen” may judge  th a t  the morals of 
a  Christian country are not so severe as to compel the 
police to prevent the dancing of almost naked women in 
public. I f  anything half so shameless were permitted 
among Hindus, all Christendom would lift up  its hands 
in horror. The severe rebuke of the  Catholic journal is 
very creditable, bu t a Catholic priest has ju s t  given a 
glimpse behind the scenes of the confessional which is 
thus  noticed in the Religio-Philosophical Journa l, of 
Chicago :—

“ The Priest, the Woman and the Confessional. By 
Fa ther  Chiniquy. Chicago : A. Craig & Co., publishers, 
1880. . '

“ This book is one well calculated to create a sensation, 
especially among those not familiar with the interior ami 
ecret workings of the  Catholic Church, One th ing is

self-evident— either F a th e r  Chiniquy is one of the most 
consummate falsifiers of the  19th century, or there are 
priests connected with the  confessional of the  Catholic 
Church, more diabolical and corrupt than  the  loftiest 
imagination can conceive ; in fact, words are inadequate to 
express their subtle cunning and lasciviousness; Fa ther  
Chiniquy depicts in a glowing language ‘ the struggle be­
fore the surrender of womanly self-respect in the  Confes­
sional. H e claims th a t  ‘ Auricular Confession is a deep 
pit of perdition for the  priest,’ and th a t  the  ‘ Confessional 
is the  Modern Sodom,’ and th a t  it  destroys all the sacred 
ties of marriage and hum an society.”

P H Y S I O L O G Y  O F  F L O W E R S .

Hardly twenty years ago, the name of Darwin, now one of 
the  most prominent in science, was very little known. I t  
is bu t since the appearance of his book— “ The Origin of 
Species”— th a t  the name ofth isgrea tna tu ra l is t  acquired tbe 
enormous popularity it  has enjoyed ever since. From th a t  
time to the present, “ Darwinism”— represented as a hypo­
thesis by his opponents, and termed theory by his disciples 
— has made a gigantic progress, and now even the most 
irreconcilable foes of the  Darwinian scheme of evolution 
are unable to lower its importance. This is why the  ap­
pearance of a new work by Darwin is hailed in the  scien­
tific as in the  literary world as an event of the first 
magnitude. The one just published in London by M ur­
ray bears the  interesting title of “The Power of Move­
m ent in Plants.” Solely devoted to the investigation of 
one of the  most interesting questions of vegetable phy­
siology, i t  explains, or ra ther defines and develops, the 
ideas of Linnauis, well-known as the “ Hours of Flowers’”, 
and found, we believe, partly in his celebrated Genera 
P la n ta r u m  and partly in tbe  Philosophia B o tan ica*

B ut Darwin does not limit his researches to the investiga­
tion of the phenomenon known as the “ sleep of the  flow­
ers”. He goes further and, bringing forward a variety 
of facts discovered by him, proves the existence of a cir­
cular or ra ther an elliptical movement in the  flowers, 
which affords them  the  greatest benefit and explains a t  
the  same tim e a  world of phenomena. The Aristotelean 
hypothesis about the analogy which exists between the 
motions of the vegetable, and the animal worlds, is thus 
finally and conclusively proved.

T he roots of the plants are assimilated by Darwin to 
the  hum an brain ! They fulfil in relation to the  p lant the 
same functions which, in the animals, is fulfilled by the 
nervous system. From cell to cell is transm itted the con­
sciousness of tha t  which takes place a t  the surface and the 
various extremities of the body. One of the most in ter­
esting of Mr. Darwin’s descriptions is the  rotary movement 
of the stalk around its own axis. Our space is too limited 
to allow us the possibility of treating the  subject a t  any 
length. W e can only add th a t  Mr. Darwin’s new work treats 
of the physiology of flowers under every possible aspect, 
and explains with mathematical precision a number of 
most interesting phenomena, as, for instance, the  well- 
known movements of the  sensitive plant, the  mymosa  
jn tdica,  the  direction chosen by the creepers, &c. The 
work is written iu clear aud most intelligible language, and 
ought to be read by every lover of naturo and of modern 
science.

M R .  J .  G I L L I N G H A M ,  I N  A  R E C E N T  C O M M U N I C A T I O N  T O  

the  M edium  and D aybreak  (London), describes the evil 
effect upon a mesmeric subject of the  iufluence of an 
impure niagnetiser, and sensibly adds, “ Hence the awful 
danger of sitting in circles [for mediumistie phenomena] 
with natures which, if opened to the light, would make 
one scream with terror as having all the virus of the pit 
[Hell]. H e  gives an illustrative fact of science, de­
monstrated by the  gastrograph, to show the infinite

•  T h e  f ir s t of t h o s e  w o r k s  is c o n s p i c u o u s  f o r  u n f o ld i n g  t h e  m y s t e r i e s  of 
t h e  flowers  f o u n d e d  on  t h e  s e x u a l i t y  o f  p l a n t*  o n d  ho ld s  t h e  c h i e f  pU co  
t i m o n ^  t l io  w o r k s  o f  K a r l  y o n  Linn teu* .  •



transmissibility of the subtle aura  o f  material things.” 
“ Place the  pole of a battery in a tum bler  of wine, and at 
some distance away, miles it  may be, place another glass 
with water and insert the other pole of the  battery °  the 
water will become fused with the  qualities of the 
wine.”

T H E  I M P E R F E C T I O N S  O F  S C I E N C E .

Mr. Robert Ward, discussing the questions of H ea t  and 
Light in the  November Jo u rn a l o f  Scicnce, shows us how 
utterly ignorant is sciencc about one of the commonest 
facts of na tu re—the heat of the sun. He says :— " The 
question of the  temperature of the sun has been the  sub­
ject of investigation by many scientists. Newton, one of 
the first investigators of the problem, tried  to determine it, 
aud after him all the scientists who have been occupied 
with calorimetry have followed his example. All have be­
lieved themselves successful, and have formulated tlieir re­
sults with great confidence. The following, in the  chrono­
logical order of the publication of the  results, are th e  tem ­
perature (in centigrade degrees) found by each of them  : 
Newton, 1,600, 300°; Pouillet, 1,461°; Zollner, 102,200° 
Secchi, 5.344.840°; Ericsson, 2,726, 700° ; Fizeau, 7,500°; 
Waterston, 9.000.000 ; Spoeren, 27,000° ; H . Sainte-Claire; 
Deville, 9.500° ; Soret, 5,801,840°; Vicaire 1,398° ; Violle,
1,500°; Rosetti, 20,000°. The difference is, as 1,400° against 
9,000,000°, or no less than  8,998, 600°! There probablv 
does not exist in science a more astonishing contradiction 
than  that revealed in these figures.” And again. Ever 
since the science of geology was born, scientists have ac­
cepted the  theory th a t  the  heart of our globe is still a 
mass of molten matter, or liquid fire and only a th in  crust 
is cool and solid. Assuming the  e a r th ’s d iam eter  to be 
about 9,000 miles, this crust they have estim ated to be 
relatively to it only as thick as the film of a huge soap-bub­
ble to its entire  diameter. And they  have assumed tha t  
tlie alleged increasing tem perature  in certain deep  mines 
as we go from the surface downwards supported this 
theory. B u t  science, through the  mouth of Mr. Ward, re­
bukes this as a fallacious theory though still, w ithou t suf­
ficient data— “ it is confidently asserted th a t  th e  interior of 
the earth is in a red-hot molten condition, and th a t  i t  is 
radiating its heat into spaco, atid'so growing colder. One of 
the results of the  Challenger and other explorations of the 
deep ocean is to determine th a t  the  water towards its 
bottom is freezing cold. Considering th a t  th e  ocean 
covers nearly three-fourths of the  entire globe, th is  fact 
certainly, docs not support the theory  of central heat 
accompanied by radiation. The coldest water, it  is true, 
usually sinks by its greater weight towards the  bottom, 
and that, it  may be said, accounts for its  coldness ; but, 
ou the theory of radiation the water of th e  ocean has been 
for long geological ages supported on the  thin crust of the 
earth, through which the  central hea t has been constantly 
escaping ; and ye t  it  is still of freezing coldness ! 
Experience would say th a t  the heat cannot have escaped 
through the water w ithout warming it, because the capacity 
of water for heat is greater than th a t  of any other sub­
stance. W e can no more imagine such a radiation, and con­
sequent accumulation of heat ill the  ocean, w ithout the 
natural result of a great rise in temperature, than  we can 
believe in a pot resting for hours on a hot fire w ithout the 
usual result of boiling water. We have no reason, there­
fore, to believe, as has been suggested, th a t  the earth  is 
growing colder, or th a t  we, in common with all living 
things, are destined to be frozen out of existence and the© ’
earth itself finally swallowed up by the sun.”

And now let us ask our smart young graduates of Bom­
bay, Calcutta, Madras and Lahore how they like this view 
of the infallibility of th a t  modern science for whose sake 
they are ready to abandon the teachings of their ancestors. 
Is there anything more unscientific in the ir  speculations, 
granting, even, th a t  they are aa stupid ?

OUR RESPECTED COLLEAGUE, PANDIT ADITYARAM BHATTA-
charaya, of Allahabad, writes to warn the  public against 
a  juggler hailing from Delhi who is going about the 
country pretending to  do some wonderful phenomena by 
the  help of djins, or familiar spirits. Among other things 
he pretends to cause the re-appearance of a gold ring 
thrown into a w e ll ; a feat ascribed to Hassan Khan. 
The fellow agreed to do this trick for a reward of Rs. 20, 
and a day was fixed. H e first kep t the company waiting 
while he went through the usual jugglers’ repertory of 
sleight-of-hand illusions, and finally when he saw tlieir 
patience was almost exhausted, did his great tamanha. I t  
proved to be only a clumsy affair of substitu ting  a dupli­
cate ring to be thrown into the well, and keeping the 
original concealed about him to show a t  the right time. 
Persons with a craving after these marvels should bear 
in mind th a t  a man who takes money for showing siddhis 
is, ten to one, a hum bug  and a cheat. Real sadhoos 
never traffic in the ir  spiritual gifts. Mr. Adityaram 
made the Delhi man the very sensible offer, th a t  instead 
of throwing the ring into the well he should drop it  into a 
large j a r  of water whence i t  could easily be recovered. 
B u t it  was not accepted.

THk PUKSIDKtsT a n d  c o r r e s p o n d i n g  s e c r e t a r y  o r  
thc^ Theosophical Society take this occasion to express 
tlieir warmest acknowledgments to the following friends, 
f°r g reat kindness received, during the ir  recent tr ip  to the 
N orth -W est Provinces and the Punjab :— His Highness, the 
Maharajah of Benares, and the officers of his D u rb a r ;  
H. H. Rajah S ivaprasad ; Babu Pramada Dasa M ittra ; 
Pandit  Ruma Misra Sastri and the  other officers and 
members of the Literary Society of Benares Pandits ;  the 
English D ebating Club, Benares ; Swamiji Dayanand, 
S a ra sw a ti ; Babu Chadee Lall, and the Arya Samaj of 
M e e ru t ; the officers and members of the  Arya Samaj, 
L a h o re ; the officers and members of the  Arya Samaj, 
A m ritsa r ;  the  officers and members of the Arya Samaj, 
M ultan ; Lala Gunga Bislien, Commissioner’s Office, Uin- 
b a l l a ; the officers and members of the Arya Samaj, Cawn- 
pore ; Pandit S u n d e r la l ; Babu Avinas Chandra Banerjec; 
Babu Shib  R akhan  Sliukal (Joint-Sec. Allahabad In s t . ) ; 
the  Arya Samaj, aud others, Allahabad.

“ THE CARIBS AKE DESCRIBED AS A CHEERFUL, MoDKST, 
courteous race, and so honest among themselves th a t  if 
they missed anyth ing  out of a  house they said qu ite  •■na­
turally, ‘ there  has been a Christian here.’ ”— P rim it ive  
Culture  ; by E. B. Tylor.

HE, WHO EATS RICE FACING HIMSELF TOWARDS THE EAST, 
shall prolong his days ; he who eats facing the south, shall 
accumulate riches ; he who eats facing towards the  west, 
shall obtain both health  and wealth ; and no man should 
eat rice facing the  no rth .—■ Ancient Eastern Proverb.
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