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THERE 18 NO RELIGION INGIIER TIIAN TRUTIL.
[Lamily wmotto of the Maharajahs of Denaves. ]

The Editors disclaim responsibility for opinions expressed
by coutributors in their articles, with some of which they
agree, with others, not. Great latitude isallowed to corre-
spondents, and they alone are accountable for what they
write. The journal is offered as a vehicle for the wide
dissemination of facts and opinions conuected with the
Asiatic religions, philosophies and sciences.  All who have
anything worth telling are made welcome, and not inter-
fered with, Rejected MSS, are not returned,

IAMBLICIIOS : A TREATISE ON THE
MYSTERIES.*
A NEW TRANSLATION, BY PROFESSOR ALEXANDER
WILDER, F, T.s.}
INTRODUCTION.
LerTir OF PORPHYRIOS TO ANEBO THE EGYPTIAN,
Porphyrios to Ancbo the Prophet} Grecting :

L am led to open this fricudly acquaintance with you Ly cou-
siderations in regard to the gods and good spirits,§ but moro
especially the speculations of philosophers which m‘e‘cognate to
them.  Very many things have been advanced concerning them
Ly philosophers among the Greeks ; but they, for the most part
derived the principles of their faith from conjecture,

DISTINCTIONS AMONG THK SUPERIOR ORDERS.

Tivst, then, the existence of divine beings must be taken for
grauted.  But, T ask, what are the respective peculiarities of tho
higher orders, by which they are to be distinguished from cach
other 7 Is the cause of the distinction amoung them to be sct
forth, perhaps, as the active energics, the passive co-operations,
the things consequent,—or the distribution among the diflerent
bodies, as, for example, of the deities to mtherial, the tutelary
spirits to aérial, and souls to carthly Lodics?

INQUIRIES IN REGARD TO PECULIAR RITES.

I ask also, why, among t1he divinities inhabiting the celestinl
expanse, only those of the Eavth and Underworld are invoked in
the theurgic rites ?

Why are certain onessaid to be of the water and the air, and
others assigned to other places and distributed to particular
parts of bodics as may be circumscribed, having at the san.g
time power uncouditioned, undivided, and uncomprehended ?

1Tow will they lchome at one \\'i”.l cacliother, when they are
thus separated by circumseribed divisions of parts, and accord-
iug to the diversities of places and subject-bodies ?

Why do the Theosophists represent them as moved by pas-
sion, and say that on this aceount phallic images are crected to
them, and indelicate language employed iu' the rites ?

® The Dlatonist,

T-l- Professor of Psychological Science iu the United States Medieal Collewe
New York, and Member of the General Council of the Theosophical SOcictiv:
This very rare work of Iamblichos has never been hitherto fully or even
correctly translated from tho original Greek. Our esteemed friend is an
crrinent Platonist, and no one is better qualified for tho work than he is.
Wo arcliappy to find that he has at last realized his dream of many years'
standing, to give to the public a correct rendering of this most abstruse and
dificult treatise upon thewrgy by the Neo-Platonic mystic,~Thomas
Taylor's trauslation being very unsatisfactory.—¥n. Tueos. ’

§ Iam very reluctant to accept this designation of prephet, Lecauso of
the general misapprehension of ity proper meaning. There was an order
of persons bearing this titloin all the countries usually denominated
Semitic. The Aramiean term Nabia, from Naho the Assyrian Hermes
Letter expresses the idea ; but it eamnot be employed, for obvious reasons,

Ancbo could almost appear to have been so named as being the student
of lamblichos, who made a special pursuit of theurgy, or the peculiar
technie learning of tho Akkadian priests of Assyria and the Shamans of
Middlo Asia.  This appears to bave lLeen in contradistinction to the pecus
liar esoteric doctrines of the Neo-Platonic masters, Amwmonios, Vlotinos,
and Porphyrios, which are strikingly like the Yoga philosophy of India.

The epistlo to Anebo is not quito complete.  This fact reminds us that
the writings of tho groat philosopher, constituting an incxhaustille repertory
of the learning of tho colebrated Alexandrian school, wore destroyed by
order of tho Emperor Theodosios 1., in 381, Ouly a few fragments ‘and

brief treatises escaped.—A. W

§ I have rendered tho term Daimon spivit, move generally guardian or
tutelary spivit. T would havo preferrod leaving it in the toxt ;™ butit has

Leen confounded with deril, und would often be misconstrued, Theos is
genorally translated deity,
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If they arc indeed without sensibility, then will the invoea-

tions of the deities, which indicate that their favor may he
propitiated and their anger appeased by sacrifices, be utterly
uscloss ;3 and still more what are termed “thiec uecessities of tho
gods.” Any being without sensibility can neithier be pleased,
uor compelled, nor constrained by necessity,  Why, then, are
many things done in the Sacred Rites as though they were
sapable of being influenced by passion ? Prayers are likewise
offered up to deities us though they were subject to emotion 5 so
that it would seem that not only the tutelary spirits, but the
very deitics, are affected by passion, as indeed 1I6méros himself
lias declared (Ilias ix., line 493) :—

¢ Tven the gods themselves are ylelding.”

1f, however, wo declare, as some do, that the deities are puro
spiritual essences, and that the guardian spivits are psychical, and
therefore partakers of the spiritual nature, uevertheless the spiri-
tunl essenees will bein a greater degree incapable of receiving
delight and being mixed with things of sense.  The prayers arc
therefore entirely out of place, as being offered to pure spiritual
essence 3 and yet oflerings are presented as to beings of soul
and sense.

Arc not the deities then distinguished from the tufelary
gpirits by the endowment of the latter with Dbodies, while the
former are without body ?

Yet if the deities ouly arc unbodied, why will the Sun and
Moon and the celestial luminaries be reckoned as gods ?

1low is it that some are beneficent and others do harm ?

What is the intermediary agent that conncets the gods in the
gky that have bodies with those that are wubodied ?

The visible deities being classed with the invisible, whatis
the means of distinguishing tutelary spirits from the deities,
visiblo and invisible ?

In what respect do a tutelary spirit, a half-god, and a soul dif-
fer—iu substance, poteney, or active energy 7 N

What is the certain ovidence of the presence of a deity, angel’
archangel, guardian spirit, ov of any potentate, or soul ¢ For i
is o commou affair for the deities, tutelary spirits, and, indeel’
all the higher orders, to speak ostentatiously, and make a pomp
ous display of themselves ; so that the order of gods wil
exhibit nothing superior to the tutelary spirits. 1

Tunorance and error in regard to divine matters are the cause
of impurity of heart and impious action ; whereas to kuow
aright concerning the gods is hLoly and bencficial. Darkness
comes from ignorance of things Lonorable aud excellent, but
from the knowledge of them is light.  The one will ﬁ'll men
with every kind-of evil, througl their lack of instruction and
indiscreet andacity ; whereas the other will Le a fountain of
every species of good.
¢ ENTIEASM, OR ECSTATIC EXALTATION.

What is the outcome in the entheastic condition ? Often
while we are asleep, we oblain through dreams the perception
of things to come, when we are by no means in any tumultuous
ccsmsy: for the body lies tranquil ; yet these matters are not so
well understood as when we are normal,  So also many, 1na
ctate of mental exaltation and divine transport, will attain the
pereeption of the future. Atonc time they will be so wide
awake as to act under the influence of the physical senses 5 but
at another they will not be conscious of their condition, or, at
Jeast, not so conseious as they had been before.

So, also, certain of the cestatics become exeited with onthu_si-
astic frenzy when they hear cymbals aud (h'.ums or a Pccull:u-
melody ; as, for example, those engaged in celebrating the
Korvhantic rites, those who participate in the Sabazian Orgies,
and those who take part in the arcane worship of the Great
Mother, Others are likewise so affected by drivking water, as the
pricst of the Klarian Apollo at Kolophon ; others, by sitting
above a little aperture in the ground, like the inspired ones at
Delphi 5 others, by Lreathing the exhalation from water; like
the women at the oracle in  DBranchide ; and some even Dby
standing upou indented marks, as though they were filled from
some unpereeived insinuation of the peculiar influence.

Others, who are perfectly conscions in regard to themselves in
otlier respects, become divinely aftected through the power of
faney ; others cmploy darkness for their auxiliary to produce
this condition ; others make usc of certain drinks, and others
are excited by certain chants and compositions.  Some display
the phantasy- througl a peculiar influence of water, others in the
niche of & wall, others in the open air, others iu the sun or other

lieavenly bodies. Some have likewise instituted the art of
divining the future by examination of cntrails, the motion of
birds, and of the stars,

SOURCE OF INSPIRED UTTERANCE.

I also inquire, in regard to the matier of oracular utferance,
what it is, and what is its unaturc ? The inspired persons
(manteis) all say that it is througl deities or tutelary spirits
that they obtain foreknowledge of what is to come, and that
others do not perceive it except those having power over the
future. I question, therefore, whether the Godhieal has ever
been brought into such close subjection to human beings as not
fo be reluctant to assist those who divine with meal.
~ As for tho origins of the prophetic art, it is to be doubted
whether a deity, angel, tutelary spirit, or any other such per-
sonality, is present in the manifestations, inspired utterances, or
other such sacred operations, as though drawn  down through
you by the necessities which come forth through the invoea-
tion. Tt is the soul that says and imagines these things ; and,
according to the opinion of some persons, they are its passions
kindled into activity by a very little supply of fuel,

So, also, a certain blended form of substance is evolved, part
from our soul, and part from a divine inspiration beyond.
Ience, by means of joint actions of this kind, the soul gene-
rates the power of fancy which penetrates the future ; or clse
the clements coming from the primal Matter, by virtue of the
poswers inherent in them, evolve the tutelary spirits,—and
espeeially is this the easo where the matter was derived from
living beings.

In sleep, when we arc occupied with nothing, we sometimes
receive suggestions of tho future. But that the soul is itself
the source of iuspirved utierance is evident from the fact that
the physical senses are restrained, vapors are administered, and
prayers put up ; and, also, that not every person, but only the
more ingenuous and young, are suitable for the purpose.

An cestatic condition of the reasoning faculty is likewise a
cause of inspired utterance. So also, is the mania or exaltation
which supervenes in discase, or any aberration, abstinence from
wine, congestion of the body, the phantasies incited by disense,
or equivocal conditions of mind such as are incident after
abstinence from wine, an cestasy, or the visions artificially pro-
duced by magical means,

Nature and art, and the sympathy of parts in everything, as
in a single living being, muke certain things manifest to others
at a time previous to their occurring.  DBesides there ara bodies
so constituted that there is a presaging from some to others, Ix-
awples ot this kindare plain from the effects displayed. The
persons who make the invocations carry magical stones and
Lierbs, tie certain sacred knots and untic then, open places that
were locked, and change the deliberate intentions of the persons
eutertaiving them, so that these arc transformed from being
frivolous into purposes whicl are worthy.

Those individuals are by no means to be held in fow estecn
who restore the images that possess cflfiecacious power. They
observe the motion of the Licavenly bodies, and are able to tell
by the position and relation of one to another in the sky whether
the oracles will be true or false, or whether the rites which are
performed will be to no purpose or siguificant and eflectual,
mlltlnough no deity ov tutelary spirit may have been attracted by
thew,

ELEMENTARY SPIRUTS AND SPIRITUAL MEDIUMS.

There is another class »f persons wlho suppose that there is
an order of spiritual beings that are likely to be attracted by
tliese meang, that are naturally deceitful, assuming every guise,
and changing in cvery way, personating indiscriminatingly the
deities, tutelary spirits, and souls of the dead ; aud they believe
accordingly that by the agency of these beings all such mani-
festations, whethér apparently geod or cvil, are possible. But
such spirits arc notable to contribute anything really good,
sueh as relates to the coul, nor even to perceive such things ;
Lut instead they ill-treat, deride, and often cntangle the feet
of persons endeavoring to attain a condition of moral excel-
lence. They are likewise full of arrogauce, and take delight in
exhalations and sacrifices.

A charlatan, with wide open mouil, will impose upon ns in
many ways with the expeetations that he endeavors to incite.

COMMANDING TIIE BUPERIOR BEINGS.

It perplexes me very much to understand how superior
beings may be comwmanded like inferiors in these invocations,
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They consider it necessary for the worshipper to be just ; but
when they are themselves entreated to do injustice, they do not
refuse.  They will give no heed to the person invoking them if
he is not uncontaminated from sexual intercourse ; but they are
not reluetant to lead chance individuals into unlawful con-
cubinage.

I also question the utility or power which sacrifices possess,
wlicther in the world or with tlie deities, and also the reason
for which they are presented-—fitness for those who are thus
Lonored, and profit for those who receive the gifts.

The ofliciuls who deliver the oracles hold that it is nceessary
for them o abstain from animal food, in order that the divino
beings may not he repelled by the exbalations from their bodics;
and yet it is asserted that the deities invoked by them are espe-
cially attracted by the exhalations from sacrificed animals, It
is alzo regurded as essentinl that the epoples (or seer) shall not
come in contact with a dead body 5 yet the ceremonies cmployed
to compel the deities to be present are considered to Le rendered
effective by means of dead animals,

But, asif to be more irvational than such things indieate, it ig
not merely to a tutelary spirvit or tho soul of a dead person, hut
to the King Sun Limself, or the Moon, or some one of the hea-
veuly luminaries, as to & man that may be brought into sulijection
by sucli ehanee hitting upon him, that they make use of threats
and senseless alarms in order to induce the disclosing of tho
trath.  Does not the expression that the supplicant will Dbreak
down the gky, divnlge the Mysteries of Isis, expose to public
gaze the areanmum i the inner shrine [adyton for Abydos], stop
the DBaris in ils voyage, give the limbs of Osiris to Typlou to be
seattered, &e., contain some resevvation inregard to the exag-
geration of rash utterance in the making of threats which lie
does not understand, and is not able to carry out 2 Bt what
of the pusillanimous eondition, very much liko children not yet
arrived at mature undersianding, which is indueed in those per-
sons who are frightened at the vain alarms and senseless fietions ?
And yet Chairtmou, the expounder of the Mysteries, records
these things as common matters with the Iigyptians. It is also
stated by others that these and similar expressions were of the
nost violent character,

What sense, I ask, do these prayers havo whiclh declare that
a cerfain divinity was evolved from the primal matter, that ho
is sitting upon the lotos-blossom. that he sails in a boat, thathe
changes his forms nccording to the season, and adapts hisappear-
ance according to the animal in the Zodine 7 Tor so they say
it is at the autopsia(or sclf-inspection)s and, having uo interior
conception of the fuct, they attach to him the peculiar ercation
of their own fancy. If, however, such things are spoken sym-
bolieally, and are symbols of his operations, then lTet me demand
the interpretation of the symbols.  For it is plain that if these
things are like the Passion of the Sun, as in eclipses, they will
be apparent to all who are gazing intently upon the spectacle.

TIIE USE OF UNCOUTII FOREIGN TERMS,

Why are cbscure names chosen, and of such as pro obscure,
why are foreign ones preferred over those which exist in our
own lauguage 7 If the hearer fixes his attention upon the
meaning, it is evident enough that the idea remains the same,
whatever the nnmes may be. The god who is invoked is evi-
dently not an Fgyptian, nor of that race ; and even if hie is an
Lgyptian, he seems never to use the Bgyptian language, nor,
indeed, any which is used by human beings.  These things are
all fabrications of wizardg, aud concealments which aro impated
to the Godhead, but are actually evolved from our own pas-
sions and conditions ; or we are entertaining ideas contrary to
the truth in respect to the Divine Nature, or it is constituted of
renl essence itself-—

T TIRST CAUSE,

I desire it to be explained to me what the Egypliang believo
in regard to the First Cause,—whether it is an Interior Mind
or au entity beyond Mind ; a single Drinciple, or associnted
with another, or with others ; whether it is without body or
Las a body ; whether it is the same as the Creator, or prior to
the Creator salso, whether the universehas its origin froin One
or from many ; whether they accept the hypothesis of Matter
or that in respect to certain primal bodies ; and whether they
suppose Matter to have been unbegotlen or generated.

Chairémon and others express no bhelief in regard to any-
thing whatever antevior to the visible universe ; adopting at
the beginning of their discussions the deities of tho Igyptians,
and no otliers, except the planets, as they are called, and those

other luminarios which fill up the Zodiac, and such as appear in
their neighbourhood. They also accept the division into decans,
ilic horoscopes, the Mighty Leaders, ns they are called, whoso
names are given in the Almanaes, the services to which they
ere subjected, their risings and settings, and their foreshowing
of things to come.  For it was perceived that what wasaffirmed
concerning the Sun as tho Creator, concerning Isis and Osivis,
and all the nyths related by the priests, might bo changed into
narrations about the stars, their phazes, oceultations, and rizings,
or clse the inerense and decrease of the. Moon, the journey of
the Sun, the vaule of the Sky as scen by night or day, or the
viver Nile, if nothing else.  Indeed, they interpret everything
s physical, and nothing as relating to incorporeal and living
essences.  Very many of them do away with the ageney of thoe
stars in relation to humankind, and bind oll things, I know
not lhow, with the indissolublo bonds of Necessity which
they denominate Fate; binding all things fast and connecting
them absolutely with the deities, whom they worship in tem-
ples, and with statues and other emblems,

THE DEMON OR GUARDIAN SPIRIT.

In relation to tho guardian spivit of an individual, it must bo
asked how the Overlord® (lord of the house, city, or habitablo
carthy gives it ; according to what manner, what modo of
emanation, or life, or facnlty, it was imparted from him to
ourselves 3 whether it has actunl being or not 3 and whether it
is possible or impossible to find out the Overlord, Hence,
indeed, he is happy who, comprehending the plan of his exist.
ence, and knowing his guardian spirit, is liberated from Fate.

T'he ennons of the science of casting nativities, however, are
innumerable and hard to comprehicnd 3 but it is impossible for

skill in such learning to mature into real kunowledge. Indeed,
there is much disagreement in regard to it, and Chairémdn,

together with many others, has disputed its pretensions.  So
also theright idea of the Overlord or Overlords, if there aro
more than one to a nativity, upon which they say that tho
knowing of one’s own gnardian spirit intimately depeuds, is
confessed by them to be almost impossible to ascertain. A

But further ; does a particular guardian spirig rule parts of
our organism ? It is imagined by some that tutelary spirvits
preside over specific parts of the body, over the health, tho
general appearance, and the physieal habits, acting in concert
with each other ; and that one ehief is placed over them all in
conmon.  Aud further, that there is a guardian spirit over tho
body, snother over the soul, and another over the inferior
mind ; and that some of these are good, but others are bad. I
question, however, whether this peculine guardian  spirit may
not be itself a part of the soul 3 and if I am right in this mat-
ter, then whoever is wise from the interior mind is truly
fuvored.

I observe likewise 1hat tho cultus of tho peculiar tutelary
spirit becomes t{wofold ; that it is rendered as to two, and
ngain as if to three,  But the invocation is made by all accord-
ing to a common form of prayer.

CONCLUDING SUGGLESTIONS.

I ask further whether there is not some other areane way fo
happiness, entively separate from this peculiar worship of the
deities, I doubt scriously whether it is at all necessary to look
to human opinions in divine utterances and theurgy ; and
whetlier the soul does not of itself, as by chance, perform certain
great things.

Morcover, there are other methods which may be employed
Lo nscertain things tocome. DPerhaps they who are endowed
with the divine faculty foresee, aund yet are not happy ; they
foresce the future, but fail to employ the kunowledge to any
gooll purpose for themselves, I desire of you, thorefore, to
point out to me the way of happiness, and in what its esseuco
consists, Thereis a great deal of controversy about this matter
among us, as though good conclusions might como from man’s
disputes.  But, as for those who have continued means for
intimate associntion with the denizens of the higher world, if
ihis part of tho subject is passed over in the investigation,
wisdom will be possessed by them to little purpose. It will be
in such case but the calling of the attention of the gods to
assist in the finding of a fugitive slave, ov a purchase of land,

* This designation, bath in Ureek and English, is tho exaet equivalent
of Baal-Zeboul, the I'hcenician Apollo, or Esculapius. In the Gospel inscrib.
ed to Matthew, tho play on the name repeatedly appears: ‘“ 1f they call
the Overlord  Beelzeboul.” ¢ Ilo casteth not out darmonia except by
Becelzeboul, archon of thoe daimon/a.” 1 judge that Porphyrios, who wasa
Tyrian of Jewish extraction, was familiar with this divinity, and bis peculiar
functionz, and translated the name accordingly,—A, W,
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or perchance a marriage or traffic. Yet even though they
do not pass this matter over, but hold discourse, and say what
is most true concerning other things, but nothing certain or
trustworthy about Happiness itself,—employing themselves
with matters that are indeed difficult, but utterly useless to
munkind,—then neither deities nor good spirits will be in
association with them, but only some one of tho kind deno-
minated erratio 5 or else it will ba a devico of men, or a
tleception of the mortal nature.

A NOVEL * HOLY ALLIANCE”
“ Behkold ! Iow these Christians love cach other I

It is a novel and rather amusing experience for us to
find a Christian journal bestowing its benediction upon
the Theosophists., Of the other sort of thing there has
always been a superabundance. The comical feature of
the present affair is that our labowrs are praised by one set
of Christians, because of the fatal blow they are likely to
give to other bodies of Christians : better that the Theoso-
phists should succeed, is the argument, than that the
dishonest hypocrisy of those wicked people should not be
exposed ! The Ceylon Catholic Messenger, an organ of the
Roman Catholic Church in Ceylon, says in its issue of
May 20:—“ The Theosophists cannot in any case be
worse than the sectarian (<. e the Protestant) mission-
aries, aud if Colonel Oleott can induce the Buddhists to
establish schools of their own, as lie is trying to do, ke
will be doing us a service. Because, if the Buddhists would
have their own denominational schools, as we have ours,
they would put a stop to the dishonesty now practised
by the sectarian missionarics of obtaiming Government
money for proselytizing purposes under the pretext of
grants-in-aid for education.”

The late Pope Pius IX. at the instance of an influential
friend of the Colonel’s at Rome, and without his participa-
tion, once sent him his special papal blessing, much to
the Colonel’s surprise, This was years ago, before our
Society was organized ; and now that the Catholic eccle-
siastics in partibus infidelium have blessed us, we ought,
indeed to be happy; and would be if the ccclesiastical
benediction were not likely to be turned into anathemas
when we also tread upon the Catholic corn, as we are
more than likely to do. How the “sectarians” regard
our work in Ceylon may be inferred from the abusive
tirades that have been appearing in their religious and
sccular organs in that island, since our first arrival there
last year. The Lord Bishop of Colombo pays us his
compliments after the following fashion in his organ,
The Ceylon Diocesan Gazette, apropos of our flourishing
High School for Boys at Galle, says : “A local branch of this
society of Atheists (1) isin full activity between Galle and
Buona Vista.,. Its avowed intention is to counteract the
work of the Christian missionaries who have, say its
(the school’s) promoters, long enough undermined Bud-
dhism by means of school-teaching. Though this may be
looked upon as no small testimony to the good done by
Mission Schools, there can be no doubt that for the pre-
sent the opposition is an evil...... Buddhists in great
numbers have been pledged to send their children to the
rival school, and not to any under Christian influence......
Meanwhile the scheme secems to prosper. The Wesleyan
school which is within a stone-throw of the rival one has,
we are informed, been nearly emptied, the Roman Catholic
school at Kaluwella has suffered, and so also has even
the Government school in Galle itself, where certainly
the Christian teaching is as colourless as possible...”

This article was printed when the school had not more
than half its present number (380) of pupils, Since then
the movement inaugurated by us has been progressing,
and the Singhalese people in mass are just realizing how
the missionaries have been stealthily undermining their
national religion under the cover of disinterested educa-
tional labours. Though Hindus may not like Buddhism,
fromseeing only its vulgar aspeet and being uninformed as

to its spirit, still as it is one of the rarest flowers of
Indian religious thought, it commands their entire sym-
pathy when the choice is between that and Christianity.
And when they learn that the arrack-distillery is already
playing among the Christianized Singhalese the same
havoc that the toddy-shop has among Christianized
Hindus, their best wishes must follow us in the heavy task
we have, at the prayer of our Singhalese brothers, under-
taken in Lanka, that emerald gem which India has
always worn with such pride on her dusky brow. Our
avowed purpose is to try to bring every Buddhist child in
the Island under the intluence of its forefathers’ religion ;
to aid in founding schools with Buddhist teachers wherever
they may be needed ; to help in purifying the religion
of the vast accumulations of rubbish by which the essen-
tial teachings of Gantama have been hidden from sight
to infuse into the native mind the same decent sense of
self-respect and national pride, which we have been appeal-
ing to among the Hindus, these last two or more years ;
finally, by largely increasing the Membership of our
Socicty, to unite the Singhalese Buddhists with our
Hindus and Europeans in the strong bonds of a common
brotherhood, and a common research after hidden truth.
The first and prime factor in such an undertaking as this
is, of course, a funded ecapital. Col. Olcott is now raising
this by addressing crowded meetings of Natives, enlist-
ing the good-will of the Buddhist priests, and rallying
around him a large body of the most intelligent and
zealous gentlemen of the better class. Since his second
arrival in Ceylon he has issued an “ Appeal” to the peo-
ple, backed by the signatures of a number of the most
eminent priests of both sects—the Siam and Amarapura.
He has also—since nobody else scemed ready to under-
take the task—composed a Catechism of the Buddhist
Religion according to the Canon of the Southern Church,
This is being printed in English and Singhalese, and will
shortly be issued, When ready for sale it will be duly
advertised in these columns.

The paramount necessity for our giving immediate
attention to this vast field that has so suddenly opened
before us, will make heavy drafts upon the already
overburdened energies of both the Founders of our Society.
We must spend a portion of every year in the Island
until at least the movement acquires an impetus which
will carry it onward towards the ultimate success aimed
at. The remaining months of each year we can devote as
heretofore to journeys throughout India, with occasional
divergences to other countries. Asour work increases we
two are made morec and more wanderers, despite our
inclination ' (one that always strengthens with advancing
years) for a quiet settlement in some fixed place. Last
year, though we paid twelve months’ rent, we were only
able to occupy our house during five, the rest of the time
being spent in travel ;' how much more fortunate we are
likely to be henceforth remains to be seen. At present
the theosophical barometer is pointing to “ Change.”

MATTER AND METHOD.*

There is but one method in science and philosophy, the
same for the study of the problems of man and mind, as for
chemistry, geology, or astronomy—the Inductive method
as expounded by Francis Bacon in his Novum Organum,
go well explained by Professor Fowler of Oxfor(f in his
recent work. In my letters to Miss Martineau, I set out
with—*" men have been wandering amidst poesies, theolo-
gies, and metaphysics, and have been caught in the web

~of ideal orations, and have to be brought back again to

particulars and material conditions, to investigate the
real world, and those laws of being and action which are
the form and nature of things, and the phenomena which
they present, as they arc here, within us and about us

® This letter isn reply to one of Col. Olcott's, which appeared in the
Philosophic Inquirer (Madras) of April 3, 1881, in answer to Mr. Henry
G. Atkinson's,—Ep, I'Rxos,



July, 1881.]

211

In reality and in truth, and not as we would fancy

them to be.”

I have not seen a number of the THEosOPHIST but
see that it is “a monthly journal devoted to Science,
Oriental Philosophy, History, Psychology, Literature and
Art”—which is a pretty wide field of survey in these days
of division of labour and separate lines of enquiry, and
for all which there are different ways and means, but oaly
one true and the same philosophical method—Induction—
and all phenomena whatsoever are to be referred to mat-
ter as the source of all, which in its ultimate nature or
natura naturans, you may call it spiritual or atomical or
force, or cause, or “summary law ” or, with Tyndall, refer
to it as “mystical and transcendental” or magical, or if
you will in its constructive interrclations and correla-
tions observe the unity of nature in a general resem-
blance and uniform principle to the acts of unconscious
instinet or to the result of mental acquirement in the
designs of men, or if it so pleases you call it divine as
transcending human conception and in a word God.

What's in a name ? That which wo call a roso
By any other name would smell as sweel ;

Call it as we will, by matter I mean the substance or
nature, be it as it may, or what it may, or philosophy,
says Bacon, must be abandoned as without a basis, for
even the “imaginary” soul must be a substance and birth
of matter, “a thinking substance,” nor could a God be
different. A perception of pain is not an entity any
more than the perception we term thoughts and ideas,
but all the phenomena of the body in its relation to
all external to it, for every idea or perception hasand
must have in the nature of the case an objective relation,
and the science of mind is as much a physical science as
any other—light, heat or electricity. (fol, II.' S. Olcott in the
Madras Philosophic Inquirer refers to ¢ spiritual in-
tuition " as though it was opposed to any thing that is
real and normal, for instance, the sense of truth, of self,
of non-self or sense of visual distance, &c., &ec., is all in-
tuitional as is the sense of causal dependence. But
when we know that the sense of light is illusion,
and of color and sound as well as all the other primary
impressions of the several senses, ought we not to be on
our guard against the illusion of “ metempsycal notions”
and feelings, as, for instance, of the intuitive sense of a
personal Creator or Man-God and the like ? All we can ever
know of causation is that all nature is causation or as
termed the natura naturans of the natura naturata or flow
of effects and consequences, and that we cannot separate
nmind from matter any more than motion, for mind and mo-
tion and force are no more entities than time and space,
in which all things exist and act, and have theirbeing.
Shakespeare and Milton were materialists as well as Bacon;
Humboldt and Tyndall, read the fine utterance of old
Timon—* Common Mother thou,” &ec., and of Milton
“one first matter all” &c, leading up by a natural
process to reason and intuition, and all that is most noble
as the consequence and function of matter, and hence
this matter, as Tyndall said, must be regarded as “ mysti-
cal and transcendental at bottom,” but no one Is more
opposed to the inadequate mechanical explanations of the
day, referring all instinct and intuition proper to inherit-
ed experience and the like nonsense. The danger is in
mistaking illusions for realities when our nature is
steeped in illusion but which illusions are essential to
life, and the same for man and animal as T have shown in
my analysis of perception, and I say with Mesic Casau-
bon, “my business shall be, as by example of all pro-
fessions in all ages, to show how men have been prone
upon some grounds of nature, producing some extraor-
dinary, though not supernatural eflects, really, not hypocri-
tically, yet falsely and ecrroncously to deem themselves
or their co-religionists inspired " and my wish is, ‘to
dive into the dark mysteries of nature, for probable con-
firmation of natural operations falsely deemned super-
natural.” (Treatise on Enthusiasm, 1655, c. 1. p. 4.) What
is meant by a second and physical agent that I ignore,

I cannot imagine or what is meant by “contemplation” and
Its resultant “ perceptive and analytical powers,” as special
to Theosoplists, scems to be a curious assumption. Mind
as the instrument must be used in all research and to
contemplate and reflect is surely common to all and to
more or less ponder over a question like Newton waiting
for the thoughts to come. Aud when it is affirmed that
“nothing in visible or invisible nature, transcends man’s
capacity to find out in the long run” what can be
meant cxcept a defiant reply to Socrates that “all I know
15 that I know nothing,” but doubtless these little diffi-
culties can be casily explained, and the mist cleared away
from what for the moment seems obscure and unintelli-

gible.

IIENry (i, ATKINSON.
21nd May, Boulogne, France.

Nore vy e Ebiror :—Col. Olcott being absent in
Ceylon, we conld not publish his reply together with this
letter.  We however expect that when this reaches him, ho
will send us his answer for publication in our next.

A POSTHUMOUS PUBLICATION.

We are glad to lay before our readers the first of a serles of
unpublished writings of the late Kliphas Levi (Abbé Louis
Constant) onc of the great masters of occult sciences of the
present century in the West.  An ex-Catholic priest, he was un-
frocked Ly the ecelesiastical anthoritics at Rome, who tolerate
no belief in God, Devil, or Science outside the narrow cirele
of their circumseribed dogma, and who anathematizo cvery
erced-crushed soul that suceecds in breaking its mental boud-
age.  ‘ Just in the ratio that knowledge incresses, fuith dimi-
nishes ; consequently, those that know the most, always be-
lieve the least”=—said Carlyle. Eliphas Levi knew much ;
far wmore than the privileged few even among the greatest
mystics of modern Burope ; henee, he was traduced by the igno-
rant many. ITe had written these ominous words......« The dis-
covery of the great secrets of {rue religion and of the primitive
science of the Magi, revealing to the world the unity of the
universal dogma, annihilates fanaticism by scientifically ex-
plaining and giving the reason for every wmiracle,” and these
words sealed his doom.  Religious bigotry persecated him for
disbelieving in ‘“divine” miracle ; bigoted materinlism for
using the word “miracle” and “prodigy ;° dogmatic science,
for attempting to explain {hat which she could not yet
explain herself, and in which, thercfore, she disbelieved. The
author of “The Dogma and Ritual of Iligh Magic,” of the
“ Science of Spirits,” and of * The Key to the Great Mysterics,”
died, ns Liis famous predecessors in the occult arts, Cornelius
Agrippa, Paracelsus and many others did—a pauper.  Of all
the parts of the world, Iurope is the one which stones her
true prophets the most cruelly, while being led by the nose
by the falsc ones the most successfully.  Xurope will prostrate
lierself before any idol, provided it flatters her preconceived
liobhics and loudly appeals to, and proclaims her superior
intelligence. Christian Kurope will believe in divine and de-
moniacal miracles and in the infallibility of a book condemned
out of its own mouth, and consisting of old exploded legends.
Spiritualistic Europe will fall into ecstasies before the Eidolon of
a medium—when it is not a sheet and a elumsy mask—aud
remain firmly convineed of the reality of the apparitions of
ghosts and the spirvits of the dead.  Scientific Lurope will
laugh Christians and  Spiritualists to scorn, destroy all and
build wothing, limiting herself {o preparing nrsenals of mate-
rials which she knows not in most cases what to do witlh,
and whose inner nature is still a mystery for her.  And then
all the three agreeing in everything clee to disagree, will
combine their cfforts to put down a science hoary with age
and ancient wigdom, the only science whieh is capable of
making religion—scientific, Science—religions, and of ridding
Luman Intelligence of the thick cobwebs of coxeriT and
SUPERSTITION,

The article that follows is furnished to us by an estecemed
Tellow of the Theosophical Society, and a pupil of Eliphas
Levi. Ilaving lost a dear friend who commitied suicide, the
great master of the occult science was desired by our corve.
spondent and his pupil to give his views upon the state of the
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koul of the felo-de-se. Ile did so ; and it is with the kind
permission of his pupil, that wo now translate and publish his
manuseript. Though personally we are  far from agrecing
with all his opinions—for having been a priest, Eliphas Levi
could neverid himself to his Tust day of a certain theologi-
cal bias—we aro yet prepared (o always lend a respeetful
car to the teachings of so lemrned a Kabalist.  Like Agripp:

and, to a cerlain extent, Paracelsus Limself, AbhE Con-
stant may Dbe termed o Biblical or Christian Kalalist,

though Christ was in his sight more of an ideal than of
a living Man-God or an historical personage.  Meses and
Chuist, if real entities, were human initiates into the sreane
mysteries in his opinion.  Jesns was the type of regenerated
Lhumanity, the deific prineiple being shown wunder a Liuman
form but to prove humanity alone divine. The mysticism of
the official church which secks to absorh the luman in iho
divine nature of Christ, is strongly eriticized by her ex-repre-
sentative.  More than anything else Eliphas Levi is then a
Jewish Kabalist,  Dut were we even so much disposed to
alter or amend the teachings of so great aomaster in Oceultism,
it would be moro than improper to do so now, sinee he is no
longer alive {o defend and expound Lis positions.  We leave
the unenviable tazk of kicking dead aud dying lions to the
Jackasses—voluntary nndertakers of all  attacked reputations,
Thenee, though we do not personally agree with all his views,
we do concur in the verdict of the world of letters that Lli.
phas Levi was one of the cleverest, wost learned, aud interest-
ing of writers upon all such abstruse suhbjects,

A SUICIDIES AFTIIR-STATY,
BY ELIPHAS LEVI,
{ From an wnprdlished letter.)

Voluntary death is the most irredecmable of sinful
actions, but it 1s also the least inexcusable of crimes
owing to the painful effort vequired to accomplish it
Suicide 1s the result of weakness demanding at the same
time a great mental force. It may be inspired by devo-
tion, as it can be due to selfishness, and, proceeds as often
through ignorance.  Did men but know what a solida-
rity binds them together, that they live in other men as
other men live n them, they would rejoice instead of
lamenting in finding a double share of suflering allotted
them in hife; for, aware of the immutable law of universal
equilibrium and harmony, they would be cognizant then of
the double share of felicity due to them ; hience they would
be less ready to renounce their price of Jabour under the
plea of the work being too rough. T pity sincerely your
unfortunate friend, though it is for him and his like that
the consoling words may be addressed :—* Father, forgive
thew, for they know not what they do.”

I am asked what could be done to help his suffering
soul 7 T would certainly never advise you to turn for
consolation to the Church. Though she does not forbid
hope, the Church regards the snicude as one debarred for
ever {rom the communion of saints; her rigorous laws
foreing her always to condemn him.  You may help the
poor deserter of life, with “ prayer”—but that prayer
must be one of «etion, not words.  See wlether he has not
left soniething undone, or might not have done some
more good on carth than he has, and then try to accom-
plish the deed for him, and in his name*  Give alms for
him ; but intelligent and delicate alms ; for the latter
bear fruit only when helping the cripple and the old, those
wlio are incapable of working ; and the money devoted
to charity ought to serve to cuncourage labour and not to
favour and promote laziness.  1f that hapless soul moves

* The Kabalistic theory is, that a mau having so many years, days, and
hours Lo live upou carth and not ona minute less than the period allotted
to him Dby fate whenevor tho fgo pets consciously and  deliberately
rid of its body Dbefore the howr marked, for then must it still live
even as o disembodied sultering soul. The FEyo, or tho sentient indivi-
dual soul is unable to free itsclf from the atteaction of the earth and has to
vegetate and suffer alt the torments of  the mythical hell in it. It he-
comes an Elementary Spirit ; and when the hour of deliverance strikes, the
sonl having learned nothing, and in its wmental torture lost the remens-
brauco of the little it knew on earth it is violently ejected out of the carth’s
ntmosphere and carried adrift, a prey to the blind current wkich forces it
into some new reincarnation which the soul itself is unalle to sclect asit
otherwise might with the Lielp of its good actions.....

you so much to compassion, and you fecl such a sympathy
for it, then does that feeling come from on high, and you
will become the providence and light of that soul. It
will live, so to say, on your intellectual and moral life,
receiving in the great darkness into which it has rushed
by its action no other light but the reflection of your good
thougiits for it.  But know, that by establishing between
yoursclf and a suffering spirit such a speeial bond of union
you exposc yourself to the risk of fecling the reflection of
analogous suffering.  You may experience great saduess ;
doubts will assail you ; and make you feel discouraged,
That poor being adopted hy you, may, perbaps, cause you
the same agony as the child on the eve of being born
makes his mother suffer.  The last comparison is so exact
that our forefathers have given to that adoption of suf-
fering souls the name of EMBRYONATE In owr holy Science
(Occultisin)., T have touched this subject in my work
The Science of Spirits ; but, as the question concerns you
now personally, 1 will try to make the idea plainer.

A suicide may be compared to a madmau, who, to avoid
work, would cut off his hands and feet and thus would
force others to carry and work for him.  He has deprived

* himself of his physical limbs before his spiritual organs

were formed. Life has become impossible to hiim in such
a state ; but that which for him is still more impossible is
to annthilate himselt before lis time. If, then, le is
fortunate cnongh to find a person devoted cuough to his
memory to sacrifice himself and offer him a refuge, he
will Jive through and by that person’s life, not according
to the way of the vampires, but according to that of the
embryos who live on their mother’s substance without
diminishing for it that substance, for nature supplies the
waste and gives much to those who spend much,  In his
pre-natal life the child is conscious of his existence and
manifests already his will, by movements independent of,
and undirected by, his mother's will, and causing her even
pain.  The baby is ignorant of his mother’s thoughts, and
the latter knows not what her child may be dreaming of.
She is conscious of two existences but not of two distinet
soulsin her, as their two souls are one in the fecling of
her love ; and that the birth of her babe does not sever
the souls as it does the two bodies. It only gives them—
if I may usc the expression—a new polarization (as the
two ends of a magnet). The same in death which is our
second birth.  Death does not separate but only polarizes
the two souls which were sincerely attached to each other
on this earth. The souls disenthralled from their carthly
fetters elevate our own to themselves ; and in our turn
our sonls can attract them down* througlh a power similar
to that of the magnet.

But the sinful souls sufter two kinds of torture. One
is the result of their imperfeet disenthralment f{rom the
terrestrial bonds which keeps them.down chained to our
planet ; the other is owing to a lack of “cclestial
magnet,” The latter becomes the lot of those souls
which having despaired have violently broken the chain
of life, hienee of their equilibrium, and have to remain in
conscqience in a state of absolute helplessness until a gene-
rous embodied sonl volunteers to share with them its
magnetism and life, and so helps them in time to re-enter
into the current of universal life by furnishing the needed
polarization.

You know what that word means. It is borrowed
from astronomy and physical science. Stars have opposite

* It would be an error to infer from the above that Eliphas Tevi believed
in the so-called Spiritnaltsm. 1le dorided DLoth the Spiritnalistic and the
Spiritist theory of the return of the disembodied souls or spirits in an
objective or materiatized form on earth.  Teaching the Kabalistic doctrino of
the subjectire inter-comnnmication between the embodied and the disenibodied
spirits, and the mutnal influence exerciscd by thoso souls, that influence is
limited by him to purely psy:hological aud moral effects, and lasts but so
long as the pure soal slumbers in its transitory state in the cther, or the
sinful one (the Flemeuntary Spirit) is kept in bohdage in the carthly
regions,

t Celestiad magnet means here that sphitnal buoyancy, (the absence of
sinful deeds and thoughts supposed to be possessed of a material heaviness)
which alone is enabled to carry the disembodied Soul to liigher or rather to
purer regions,
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and analogous poles which determine the pogition of their
axis ; and natural as well as artificial magnets have the
same.  The law of polarization is universal and rules the
world of spirits as that of physical bodies,

A LETTER FROM SOORB-OVANESS.

ereen Our Zovoastrian Tellows would fain hiear a page of
their history torn out of the book of popular memory
and woven into legends.  That book, so full of the glories
of their forefathers, in that hoary past when they formed
not ouly a proud and independent nation, but many linked
together by one religion, one polity and civilization—is
rapidly fading out. Its fate was like that of some precious
manuscripts of the pre-Christian ages, which are some-
times found mouldering in the libraries of old monas-
teries.  First its broad margins were used for monkish
dissertations, and later on, its contents themselves began
being rubbed out by vandal hands to make way for
polemical discussions on some Arian heresy...... Strange to
say, even thie fow traditions that have remained intact, did
not find refuge among the Beledin,—that small remnant
of “ the followers of the true faith,” who, clinging to their
old religion are now scattered all over the province of
Kerman—Dbut, are all centred, on the contrary, around the
mountain chain of Great or Major Armnenia, and of the
Lake Van, among the semi-Christian  Annenian popula-
tion. o extricate them wlole and undisfigured from the
entangled skein of Mahometan, Christian  and pagan
traditious, demands a more dexterous hand than that of
the cnchanted Prineess in the faivy tale of “ Blue Bird.”
Very luckily, some of the principal records are saved and
preserved in - the shape of a whole library of cylinders.
They may serve one day to strongly damage the wild
theories and interpretations of the Anquetil Duperrons,
the Spicgels and Haugs.  Vor populi wvox dei.  Popular
rumour, always alive to the marvellous, has spun out an
intricale cobweb of fancies around the central speck  of
fact ¢ it will have a stately figure—which it persists in
identifying with Mathan, the last of the great Magimx
1figh Pricsts, gathered unto his fathers for the last sixteen
centuries—appear daily at sunset at the entrance of an
inaccessible cave at the top of one of the peaks of Allali-
Dag, with a book of records under his arm......

With the exception of the “ Guebers”—the Behedin
of Kerman—now, all the millions of the ancient Fire-
worshippers have turned Mussulmans and Christians.  Of
the human blood spilt during the forcible conversions to
Clhrist and Mahomet, the national traditions are full.  The
tears of the Recording Angel, wept throughout the whole
duration of the two ages allotted to humanity from the
period of Ciayo-Maratan, would hardly su.fh'ce' to wash
away the cntries made in his book of the ferocious and
cruel deeds committed by Christians and Moslems against
the followers of Zuratushta. Of the works of ages
in the shape of Fire-temples and monuments destroy-
ed by the zeal of the proselytizing “Saints "—the “men
of Tionest repute” rceorded in the ceclesiastical fables
called the 1listory of the Church—the ruins are plenti-
ful, and each of them has its tale uf' woe to relate. _I
have just visited one of suclt historical spots built 1n
tlie undated period of an antiquity, more remote from us
than would e willingly conceded to us by the Europeans.
I write to you on a firc-altar, 4*,00'() years olfl, which hz}s
escaped destruction by some '11'111'ucle, having turned it
into a very comfortable prepifre.

Leaving  Dyadin the day before yesterday carly in
the worning, I made my way to the foot of Allah-
Dag through sunow and ice and wrived at the cave
36 hours later......Allah-Dag, geographically speaking,
is the modern mname for the whole range of the
mowuntainous chain  south of DBayazid and Dyadin;
Nepant, Shusehik-Dag, Tchir—Gerool; and K(_)omb(‘g-l)ag
being all independent peaks, though included in the samnie
denomination of Allali-Dag or “ God’s Mountain,”  They
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arc not to be compared with the Himalayas, their lofticst
peak measuring but 11,600 feet above the sea-level, but
they are interesting for the traditions clinging to them.
It would be premature and even useless to give out what
may be kunown of the truth.  Yowr archmologists and
cthnologists arc yet bound hand and foot by the Bibli-
cal weeds which, for a century or. so, will still prevent
the Plant of 7vne Knowledge from taking firm root on
the Western soil.........But, I may tell you of a popular
tradition the nucleus of which is built upon fuet. Upon
licariug of my intention to start on exploration of the
mountain fastnesses, o venerable Armcnian patriarch of
Dyadin, on the decline of life, and who tries to put to
the best use the only and solitary organ left in him
intact by the Kurds, namely, Lis tongue, let it loose upon
that occasion. e tried his best to frighten me out
of my intention, No mortal man, he said, could cver
visit that particular place and live. Besides cvery cave
being the private property of *Mathan,” he would cause
the sacred fire to appear under the traveller’s foot and
burn hin to death for his sacriligeous attempt ; and then
Noal's Avkispreserced in the highest cave...* And what do
you make of the Ark on Mount Ararat then ? ” I inquired
of him.  Forthwith I was apprized of the novel geological
discovery that Ararat had formed once upon a time
part aud parcel of Allah-Dag, but falling into the
hands of the Persians it broke away from the latter
and placed itselt on Christian teriitory, leaving in its
precipitate flight the “ sacred” ark in the safe keeping
of Allah-Dag.  Since then “ Mathan 7 refuses to give 1t
up*  Aunother tradition—among the Behedin, and in
the oasis of Yeuml—tells us of the initiated Magl who in
times prehistoric had become through their knowledge
and  wisdom— gods.”  These lived in the Armenian
mountains, and were astrologers.  Having learned from
the star-gods that the world was going to be fHooded,
they caused the mountain on whicl they lived to hreathe
fire and lave, which covered with bitumen all the outward
surface of the mountain; and this made the great
cuve in it sccure against the water. After that they
placed all the good people with their cattle and goods
mside the mountain, leaving the wicked ones to perish.
A still simpler version might be found, and one which
would come nearer to the historical facts. But of that,
no more at present.

You know, of course, that the Armentans, who, until the
fourth and even seventh centuries of the Christian era were
Larsees inreligion, call themselves Haiks, the descendants
of Iaig, a contemporary of Bilie (Belus) a king of the
Babylonians + who deified and worshipped him  after
death as a Sun and Moon  God. Haig is made to have
flourished 2200 B. C. according to accepted date, and
more than 7,000 agreeably to truth,  Their legend states
that Iaig and his clan were compelled to emigrate from
Babylonia to Armenia on account of the religious per-
sccutious to which they were subjected from Belw who
sought to pervert them from pure Parseeism to Sabaism
by mcluding the moon into sun-worship., Twenty-six cen-
turies later, (aceepted date) when their King Tirdates the
last of the Arsacidm began to force them into Christianity
(fourth century) and the new faith bad gpread its own ver-
sions of cosmogony from Genesis, that Haig had the honour
of finding himself transformed into a descendant of Japhet,
the son of Noah—that virtuous old man who had per-
formed every achievement but that of being born, But
even in their forgotten traditions we find that they

% Tn George Smith's Iistory of Babylonia, the author expresses
an opiuion to the effect that the Diblieal Arvarat “ does not niean
the mountain now called Ararat, but a mountainous country south
of this and near the lake Van,” (p, 50). The great Assyriologist can
Lardly have heard of that popular tradstion and must have been
prompted to say this on sowe krowledge grounded upon  weightier
reasons than popular tradition, Butone corroborates the other,—
Lp. Tnros.

+ Not to Le confounded with the Sun-God Belus and Baal—two
far more ancient deities,—BEp, ‘I'neos,

‘



204 THE THEOSOPHIST.

claimed to have remained true to the teachings of Zoroas-
ter. These they had accepted cver since Musarus Oannes
or Annedotus—the Heaven or Sun-sent (the first Odakon
Ano-Daplios, the man-fish) arising daily from the sea at
sunrise to plunge back into it at every sunset, taught
them the good doctrine, theirarts and civilization. That
was during the reign of Amecuon the Chaldcan, (8 sari,
or 244,800 years before the Deluge. Since then, (as
demonstrated by the Assyriologists, according to the
cylinder-records) several other Odakons bhad ascended
from the sea, the last coming during the days* of the
Chaldean King Ubara-Tutn—* the glow of sunset,”—the
last but one of the antediluvian kings of Berosus. Iach
and all of these aquarian teachers came from his habitat,
in lands unknown escending from the Persian Gulft If we
study the account given of the Annedotus by Apollodorus
and then amplify it with the old pre-Chuistian traditions
of Armenia, which say that he made them Inow the seeds
of the carth, taught them to worship their mother Ioarth and
their father the Sun and showed them how to lelp the two
to bring forth fruit, i, ¢, taught mankind the arts of agri-
culture, we will not wonder at discovering that the Chal-
dean Oannes and Zoroaster are one in thelr reminiscences.
The Chaldean Annedotus was called the * Son of the Fish,”
and the latter was the name of Zoroaster’s mother, Wonder,
what your Zend scholars, Parsees and Europeans, will say
to this 2 They will not feel a little surprised, perhaps,
when told, that 1t was the Hellenized name of their
Zoroaster—Anncdotus, whom the Grecks called QOannes
that led the old Armenians more easily into accepting
Christianity than it otherwise might—as I am now prepared
to show,

From Allah-Dag 1 procceded west of Dyadin and
Lalted at the monastery of Soord-Ovaness-— John the
Precursor” (the name Ovaziess being identical with the
(freek Oanies or John), Now Soorb-Ovaness is the oldest
Christian monastery in Armenia. 1t is built on the site of
an antediluvian Fire-temple, and situated on the left
bank of the Kuphrates, at the foot of the majestic Nepat.
Centuries before the Clristian era there was a town here,
called by some DBhagvan and by others Ditza-van con-
scerated to Ahura-mazda or Ormuzd., The country is
alive with traditions, and even the convent libraries have
preserved many fully authenticated records of these pre-
Christian centuries,  There is one thick manuseript, among
others, which contaius the Clronicles of all the festivals of
the fire-worshipping Armenians, written upon parchment.
Their New Year, which began with them in August, was
celebrated with extraordinary pomp. Armenian civilization
wrought out by the Zoroastrian philosoply, scems to bave
been ignoraut of but few of our modern comforts. These
chronicles (fourth century of the Christian era) contain an
account of the death and hurial of the High Priest Mathan
(with whose ghost T am daily threatened by the inhabitants)
a brother of the King Tigrancs 111, When he digd his royal
relative had a gorgeous fire-temple built to his mewmory,
There were scveral inns attached to it, oftering free
lodging and Dboard to cvery traveller and relief to pil-
grims of whatever nationality. Alas !these were the
last sunny days of the faith...... In 302 King Tiridates
with DLis nobles and army was receiving baptism on
this same spot in the waters of the Euplrates from
Gregory the Illuminafed. There is no doubt but
that the venerable saint could claim to have found
hiwmself illwminated with a most brilliant idea ; since,
had it not occurred to him at the time, the many
millions of the baptized Armenians might have re-
mained fire-worshippers to this day. Though the king
and a portion of his nobles had accepted baptism, the

* During the millendums rather, since, according to the clivono-
logy left to us by Berosus, the reign of that king lasted 8 sari or
28,800 years.

t One of the cylinders states that this sen was part of
the great chaotic deep out of which our world was formed ;
the celestinl region where the “gods and spivits? (the initiated
Magi, or Sons of God) dwelt was in their neighbourhood, but not
i their country,—-Iip, "I'uxos,
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people resisted, aud had to be forced with great trouble
to accept the new faith. To overcome their reluctance,
the king was advised in the same year by Gregory to
pull down and rase the Bhagvan fire-temple to the
ground and replace it with a Christian church, wherein
relics (a thigh bone and two finger bones) alleged as
those of St. John the Baptist, or the “Precursor”
were placed.  The Armenians, during a century and a
Lalt of subjection to Macedonia (from 325 B, C.) had
accepted the name of Owvaness for their Chaldean man-
fish Aunedotus. They were easily made to believe that
“ Ovaness thic Baptist 7 who led them into the water, was
tdentical with Ovaness or Oumnnes, who had instructed
their forefathers arisiug out, setting in, and replunging
back into the water before, during, and after the preach-
ing. The identity of the name and the clement, in short,
proved useful allics in the plan devised by the diplo-
matic Saint. Before the cud of the eleventh century
all Armenia was baptized.* The moral to be inferred
from the tale is, that old men die and new arise in their
place, but that the samme partisan and sectarian spirit
which animates the missionary and the priest of to-day
animated the missionary and the priest of old—the
priestly caste being the toughest of all. This tradition
about, aud belicf in the Chaldean Oannes was the only
additional feature to that of modern Parseeism in the
Armentans of old. Aund yet I am not prepared to say
that the Parseeism of the pre-Sassanian period did not
include the same belief, at least in a legendary form.
At the time when the last sparks of Persian nationality
were (quenched by the downfall of the Sassanide, nearly
all their books and records spared by Alexander were lost,
The Sassauian dynasty, I know, had restored the Magian
religion in all its primitive splendor ; and the ancient
Chaldean Magi were believers in Oannes the man-fish, the
messenger sent to them by Belus, the Sun-God, to instruct
humanity, as Berosus a priest of the Temple of Belus tells
us.  To accept Zoroaster as the reformer of the Magian
religion is to move the period in which he flourished to
the very threshold of the Cliristian era, in which case there
could never exist such a diserepancy about the age he

lived in, as there is now, and as we find among the Greek
historians.

Now to bring iy letter to a close. In the years
(34-639the Byzantine limperor Irakliy (Heracles) returning
from his campaigu to Persia, and finding the church too
meal to contain such a treasure, as the relics of the
“ Precursor,” had the edifice pulled down and a monastery
of gigantic size built in its place. Its outward majestic
aud most grandiose proportions strike the {raveller with
astonishument upto this day. It is the largest building in
Armenia,  But—inside it 1s all darkness and cmnptiness,
The wall bearing the deeply cut inscription which tells of
the meritorious deed of the Byzantine Emperor is per-
forated with Mussulman bullets...... The cupola rests on
four massive granite pillars, inside which are excavated a
number of roomns, scveral stories Ligh, onc above the other,
with spiral staircases winding round them and leading to
cacl of the cells, and sceret passages managed in the wall
leading thie imnates in hours of danger to the top of the
cupola, aud from thence into the heart of the mountain
and its many natural caves. Owing to the recent invasions
of the Kurds the last ornaments ot the church and altar
have disappearcd—the holy thigh and two fingers having
failed to protect the place. Alone the library, composed

. * Joannes the Daptist who is usually associnted with waters,
is but & Petro-Paulite name and symbol of the ebrew Jonah
(the Jonas swallowed by the whale) and the Assyrian Oannes,.....
"The fishermen and fishers of man in the Gospels are based on this
mythos.”  (£noch, the Book of God Vol. 11, 80.) This appeara
the more probable as the Mahometan inhabitants of Mosul, near
the ruing of Nineveh have assumed for centuries that the mound

“called by them.---“ Nebbi Yunus'—contained the tomb or sepul-

chire of the prophet Jouah, on its summit ; while the excavatious
of Layard brought to light on the neighbouring mount Kouyunjik

a colossal image of the Fish-God Quunes—the cause most probably
of the later Jegend,.—Ep, Tnros.
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of books and old manuscripts heaped up as waste paper
in every corner of the pillar-cells teinpting no Kurd are
scattered over the rooms.  Out of the three mnonks who
weré here in 1877 there remains but one.  For the con-
sideration of a daggerand a few silver abazes 1 got several
precions manuseripts from him.........”

X LTS
April.

ey B e n

LVOLUTION OF A SIXTII SENSE.
BY F. A, PERROUX, ESQ.

The evolutionary doctrine supposes that in the incipient
stage of animal development, the entire surface of the
bodies of these lowly organisms, was the medium of sensa-
tion of out-side influences ;—but on certain points being
acted upon by light, sound &e.,—in a manner more pro-
nounced than the rest of the exposed surface was—the
parsimony of nature compelled the employment of these
extra-sensitive points in preference to the original diffused
means, Gradually disuse is held to have reduced the
latter to a rudimentary form, while the portions centering
under the extra-sensitive points beecame developed,
through constant excreise into veritable eyes, cars &c.
The =cnse of touch, except in some degree, in the case of
armored animals, from the difficulty of its being isolated
to special points on the body, have still the original dif-
fused means of sensation in active working order.

I shall not enquire here, whethier the rudimentary dif-
fused faculties (those replaced by special organs) are still
factors physiologically, by studying the phenomenon of
nourishment absorbed througl the pores, or the eftect of,
say, violet light on the systemn ; but shall draw attention
to the potentiality of the extra cognitions of light, sound,
&e., whicli tlic possession of special organs would indicate,
having resulted from the novel needs of a higher type of
aninial vitality,

Though not bearing materially on the present issucs, a
question naturally arises : whether the requirements of
animal life exhaust the repertoirve of nature, and whether
with the possibility of the existence of interests having
wants different from those of organic life, it may not im-
ply that conditions of matter different from those made
familiar to us through our senses, do hold a place in
nature—our failure to perceive them proceeding from
want of adequate faculties to do so. Imust qualify this
statcment by pointing out that we cannot ncpessarily as-
sume that our organic well-being would require us to be
consciously sensible of all the causation that affects us.
This presumedly indicates the possibility, that a portion
only of the primordial means which made us en rapport
with external nature, have been localized, 4. ¢., replaced by
special organs, and that the remaining portion is still
working silently and nuknowably, in fact that such work-
ings are outside both of our ken and our volition. In the
February number of the Fnrosornist (1880), it is said :—
« Tt is even certain that under mesmeric influence the mind
becomes capable of receiving impressions otherwise than
by the recognized channels of the senses” Now why
_cannot these channels be the primordial channels of the
senses that have not yet been replaced by special organs ?
1f such be the case, then the definition of mesmeric sleep
would be simply—an abnormal state when the conscious
IZgo is en vapport with the surviving _primordial means
of sensation.  To admit such a possibility is, I think,
more philosophical than either that of calling in the aid
of a legion of disembodiced spirits on the one hand, or the
only remaining alternative, a bovine stohdl@y w}nch rejects
all evidence on the ragged plea of “ hallucination,” on the
other.  Scientists are agreed that the entire surface of our
bodics was once the medivm of sensation, and that the
special organs of later development arvse for the purpose
of taking extra cognitions of a few kinds of vibrations,
which the novel conditions of life under evolutionary de-
velopment necessitated, Further, if on rational grounds
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we reject the theory of a simultaneous formation of these
special organs of the senses, and on the same grounds
maintain that the organs in question were supplicd inde-
pendently and as correlations of independent mneeds, we
cannot pause, but ask what warrant we have to show
that this process of supply following demand is at an end,
and that in man, as at present developed, nature has
reached  her wltima-thule in constructive ability 2 If
not, then it is possible, that in the dim future, men will be
provided with special faculties to grasp the hidden side of
nature—those shadowy and fleeting cognitions of whicl,
we at present class with the unknowable. Thus the
abnormal phenomena of Yog, mesmerism, somnambulism,
dreams, &c., may be taken as the premonitory symptoms
of a futurity—when the vague, contradictory, and mislead-
Ing processes we now call thought, will be replaced by
cognitions, having all the vividness and accuracy of sensi-
ble impressions,

Before T conclude, I shall call attention to a certain
condition which appears to favor the creation of the mys-
terious states under notice. This condition appears to me
to be the absence of light. The present enquiry—an
endeavour to study Yog Vidya by means of the Darwinian
cluc—points to the thesis, that the states of mesmerism,
somnambulism, dreams, &c., result from the efforts
of nature to connect the FKgo with partially developed
primordial “senses,” and in doing so she aids the junction
by surrounding the body with primordial conditions—
viz.,, darkness, rest, and silence. The low animal type,
I deseribed at the commencement, is supposed to have
reached that state, only under couditions of darkness,
rest, or silence—perhaps by being permanently fixed in
the rock interior of a marine cavern, shrouded in teue-
briousness and quiet.  On some of these lowly organisws,
through disturbing causes, being subjected to the novel
effects of light, sound and motion, special faculties were
supplied them to utilize the novel conditions—but on the
recurrence every tweniy-four hours of the mocturnal state,
ensuring tenebriousness and silence, they readily reverted
tothe primordial comatose stale—A 1ABIT WHICH STILL
sTiCcKs To Us. This 1s my theory of sleep—i. ¢, a periodical
reversion to the ancient comatose state—generally in-
duced by the want of light, sound, motion,

If the truth of the foregoing be allowed, then the semi-
davkness affected by the bulk of modern plienomenalists,
may not be for the purpose of aiding trickery, but because
it is & physiological necessity. But granting this, as also
granting the reality of manifestations, whether autienlar.
ocular, or tangible, and granting the possibility of the
levitation of matter, as all being effects of a little known
power, conventionally called psyclie, still I do not scc
Low we are expected to assign an objective existence to
the appearances produced by the medium, and to consider
such appearances as rcasoning cntities, that can think.
talk, hear, move &e., by the exercise of independent voli-
tion—and to crown all, to draw inferences from sucl:
assumptions of the survival of the soul after death. Thc
only sound conclusion a non-partisan can draw on witness-
ing “a talking manifestation,” is that the medimmn  whe
produced the appearance also produced the words, ap-
parently coming from the mouth of the “ Spirit "—unless,
of course, evidence be adduced, proving the contrary,

Maunbhoom, 22nd May, 1881.

THE FIVE-POINTED STAL.
Jacksonville Florida, Teb, 14, 1881,
To Mapame 1T, P. BLAVATSKY,

Editor Tnrosormst, and Corresponding Secretary,
Theosophicul Society, Bombay.
HicHuLy ESTEEMED MADAME AND SISTER,

Circumstances of a peculiar kind force e to imake
an iuroad upon your valuable times

.
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The following letter which I addressed to Colonel
Bundy of Religio-Philosophical Jowrnal explains itself. T
am really in need of more light in this matter. What is
it 7 A delusion 2 A trick of the Elementals ? Spiritual-
ism or Occultism 2 Some will call me insane, others, a
dreamer, and the majority of humanity, an impostor.*
Of that I feel sure. However, it is « fact for me person-
ally, and my word is as good as that of any one clse. Has
my vegetarian life anything to do with it ? In a few
weeks it will be exactly seven years that I quit the usc of
any aninal food. Or is it my physical sufferings, lung
affection, that have something to do with it 7 Yet neither
that nor my other troubles can be the only cause... ......

A few days ago my wife had agounizing cramps in the
abdomen. I magnetized her, making unintentionally in
my motions the figure of the five-pointed star over the
suffering parts, and lo ! the cramps disappeared as by
enchantment—she never felt them any more ! Has this
pign anything to do with it 2 At any rate, please explain
it to me.......

The following is the copy of the letter I sent to Colonel
Bundy :—

Fen. 14, 188L.

“A more than curlous case caie under my personal obser-
vation, which I feel like communicating to you, giving
you full power to use its contents or to send it to the
waste-basket. It being a very personal case, I should
like to be excused for talking so much about myself. I
guess, I told you at our last interview t.lmt on account
of my weak lungs I was obliged to sacrifice a splendid
position and to seck Lealth and home in the more con-
genial climate of Florida, and start life again on the first
round cf the ladder.  On the 18th of January last, I ceme
here with wmy family in the expectation that my house-
lhold goods should immediately follow e, in which, 1{0\\'-
ever, 1 have been sadly disappointed, and am yet obliged
to spend in a hotel or boarding-house, the moncy I
intended to start business with. This worried me more
than I can describe. Last unight I could not sleep from
sorrow and anxiety. After laying awake till about mid-
night, I dozed but T was fully conscious. St Paul says,

or is made to say, somewhere, that the body must be

killed to make the spirit alive; in iy case the body
was prostrated by worry and sorrow. This may have
something to do with the following revelation—allow
ne to give it thisname for it was a real revelation fo me
as I never before thought about anything of the kind,
and always rather preferred to be excused from this kind
of revelations, for reasous not necessary to explain here
now.  But, “ revenons ¢ nos mantons : 7 dozing but con-
scious and, as it seemed to me, fully awake, I {1otico(.1 in
my room ncar the head of my bed a person in ancient
garb, with a long, black, lowing beard, a peculiar head-
dress with characters on it unknown to me ; upon his
forehead I saw some figures or marks, which I prefer to
.all masonic ; his cyes were black, large, but soft aud
gentle ; his robe hung from his shoulders down to the
floor and was even more than his head-dress covered with
wnknown characters.  He lifted his arm, and his right
hand enclosed his little finger and ring finger, making
some peculivr motions, as in the act of magnetising me.
It seemed to me, I became unconscious then ; how long
this lasted T do mot know, but I seecmed to awake again,
Delwolding my visitor in the same attitude as before, but
botter outlined. He moved his lips as if speaking to me,
and yet I did not hear with my ears what he said, but
rather folt it ; a sensation so agreeable went through my
whole system that words are iadequate to describe it—

& Most undoubtediy they will ; and every member of .tho'l'heosoplncal
Socicty,—unless ho koeps all such occult and psychologieal” personal ex-
pericn-co to limsclf and strictly secret,—tnust be prepared for it. A public
(including the Lest society) —ready at any day to turn round upon its iduls
and anthorities and, dashing them to picces, to pelt them with stones and
trample into the mud such eminent men of rcionce as Professor Hare and
Zistlner, Messrs, Wallece and Crookes, for no hetter rcason than that they
found themselves compelled to recognise certain phencmena as jec's and to
honestly proclaim them as such—1is not likely to ‘Fhow itsclf more lenient
towards such bumble individyals as wo ar ¢ —Ep, THE0S,

but what he said has been so clearly impressed upon my
mind that neither heaven nor hell will ever be able to
erase it. To express in my own words what he said :
“ Your sorrow, liowever intense it may be, cannot be com-
pared with that of the poor sufferers from the many ills
belonging to our sphere.  Unknowingly you used a
secret to relieve your wife’s pains a few days ago, which
secret, when known generally, wonld change the practice
of medicine to a very great extent'if it should not make
it a supertluity. Used in the right way, it would be a pre-
veutive against the most vehement diseases, epidemic or
endemic; the bites of scorpions and poisonous animals
will be made harmless by 1ts application ; the discased
parts of the respiratory and other organs of man and
animal will be cured by it ; pain, no matter how excruciat-
ing, will be relicved by its application which will also
recuperate the diminished nervous power. T will teach
you how to apply it personally, and how to give this power
to certain substances. When you are willing to become
my pupil, I will teach you all this: only one promise I
demand in return, viz, do all the good with it you can,
bring it under the reach of every one, rich or poor, but
never reveal the secret of 1t to any one outside your own
family (which consists only of {Zree persons) which must
keep it sacred; the power of the last word will be felt
again and many sigos and tokens will be necessary to
bring Lumanity back again to the true light, the true
wisdom, the true atm of cxistence.

“My prowmise was sincere, and it wasas if a light stronger
than the sun’s, penetrated everything around me aud in
me, and as if I found myself for another time before the
altar of M... What was further revealed to me, will be
a secret, never to be given away by me, but by the order
of ny teacher. Coming to my natural scnses, or rather
to my corporeal existence, again I felt happy, joyful,
unspeakably satisfied ; and my wife and son were soon
made the participators of my never-to-be-forgotten experi-
ence. The means to be used will Le a kind of amulet con-
sisting but of silk, wool and cotton to be worn upon the
diseased, or to-be-protected parts.”

The facts are all correct, and I give them as they occurs
red to me ; only my words arc inadequate to do them

justice. I feel very much delighted with the suc-
cess that the work of our Society 1ncets. Here (in

Ainerica) it makes less headway., Sclfishness and other
similar vices ereated nearly nincteen hnndred years ego, by
system whose teachings develop impostors and  fools, i,
Lowever, to blame for it. Indeed, when our Buddhistic
brethiren should unite to send us some missionaries they
would be considered by us as real benefactors; indeed,
they shall find the harvest ripe for them amongst us.
Every onc is cager to hear more about Buddha and his
teachings. Your works and Arold’s Light of Asia have
created a thirst for more iuformation ; the more so, when
we sce that boasting Cliistianity cannot keep its ground
much louger, while Buddhism did not lose for centuries
one inch of it.  Crime of the most dastardly kind is ram-
pant all over Christian lauds; morals are growing worse
daily, and the spiritual activity of men and women, high
and low, in and out of the churches,” is slackening and
making room for full inditfercnce. Humanity deviating
thereby from its real destination and degenerating hourly,
......Science itself becomes corrupt, for it refuses to either
accept or to 1uvestigate facts.®* Indeed, the seat of Cas-
siopela ought to be occupied again, a new 'messenger
of “ peace and good-will to men,” another Avatar being
much needed. .........Will it come ? We are looking
Eastward, as of old, for light, for more light, for the
removal of the veil.  Shall Theosophy fill that 1mis-
sion ? I for one, still hope it may.

* Many men of science do, on the contrary. Bub it requiresa man of no
ordinary moral cournge to face the storm of criticism which the avowal of
such investigations—especially when success{ul—brings upon the experi-
menter.  Sece Professor Zollner's Trenscendental Physics, and Researches n
the Phenomena of Spirttualism, by Wm, Crookes, F, R, 8., and judgo for
yoursolf,- Ev, THEeS,
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Please accept our very best regards ; our thoughts and
our prayers aro with you and your noble work.,

With due respect for yourself and all your co-workers,

Yours sincerely and fraternally,
C. H. VAXDER LINDEN, F.T.8.

Editor’s Note :—Such visitations by “ Ovientals’” as the one
with which our Brother, Mr., Vinder Linden was favonred,
become rather frequent in omr days.  We have several letters
to the same cftect. No explanation, however, we venture to sny,
would doany grood, unless preceded by along study and athorough
understanding of the oceult laws of  ‘“ magnetic corve-
spondenees 7 so-called.  First let us see whether by the ne-
cumulation of testimony for identical results, we have a right to
inelude this mysterious influcnce among facts. Tt is premature
for ns to speak of such things when even the seientifie
hypothesis of Professor Zillner’s fourth dimension of space
finds so little favour iu the eyes of the materialist.  Meanwhile,
we append to this eontribution, another letter upon the same
subject from a Parsee gentleman, an 1.T. S, a full-blown
seeptic but yesterday, but whose scepticisin was a little stng-
gered by the same results.

To MapaMe H. P. BLAVATSKY,
Editor, Trrosorurst, Bombay.

Dear MADAME—When I read the Hindu story of
reincarnation by a Khsatrya lady in thie number of the
Turosorist, I made up my mind to write to you ; but
as I hiad to say but little then, T waited till T found other
matter to add to it. I am now enabled to kill two birds
with one stone, and, therefore, trouble you again with a
few lines.  After reading the TuiRosornisT, I usually lent
it to friends. Some of them said, it was all “ bosh.”
Others hinted that if I continued reading ghost-stories,
&c., T would soon become alunatic. I assured them it
mattered little it T went mad. I would at any rate be
safe in a lunatic asylum, though my family might be
less comfortable on the small allowance, the benign
(Government would grant them. But to return to the
subject :—When I was a young man, I mean to say about
twenty years old—I am now on the right side of forty-two
—1I recollect having read in the Illustrated London News
that the world was like a theatre, that every thing in it
was regularly recurring ; even the transmigration of souls ;
that a hundred thousand (I cannot vouch for the figure
at this distance of time) died every secoud, and an equal
number was born every second.  Since then, I had some
faiut belief in palingenesis. I now find that the lady's
story confirms my suspicions, as it stands to reason that as
nothing increases or decreases in this perishable (or call
it imperishable if you like) world of matter, the atma of
one as soon as it leaves the frame or body cuters into
another. I must admit though that I am still half
sceptical about what it is, or what it should be*
The second bird I wanted to hit is this. Night before
Jast, one of the maid servants in the house was bit by a
scorpion. The pain was agonizing, and she complained of
excessive burning. I had previously in a laughing sort of
way spoken of the star-charm ; so a member of my
family woke me up and asked rather merrily to try
whether the so-called charm had really any charm in it
I got np, bronght out pen and ink and drew the quinque-
angular triangle a little below the left shoulder. As soon
as I had made a second figure close to the first one, both
abreast, the girl said the pain had gone down, I then
removed the bandage and made another star near the
elbow. I was then agrecably surprised to licar the servant
girl say that the pain had subsided, and had gone down
to the finger's end where she was bit.  So after all it is
not “ bosh,” that which we found published in your
journal ?

I beg to remain,
Yours faithfully,
DArAsitA DOSHABIIOY, F. T. S,

Sholapur, 12th May 1881,

® What it is or “should be” is incapable ef rcientific demonstratiou.,
What it @8 not and cannot be is pretty well vorified though. It is neither
“harp” nor ¢ wings” ou a bodiless head with nothing but its ears to
sit upon—and that alone is a comfort,—ED. THE0S,

A REPLY T0 OUR CRITICS.

( Our final answer to several objections.)

In the ordinary run of daily life speech may be silver,
while “silence is gold.”  With the cditors of periodicals
devoted to some special object “ silence” in certain cases
amounts to cowardice and false pretences.  Such shall not
be our case. :

We are perfectly aware of the fact that the simple pre-
sence of the word Spiritualism” on the title-page of our
Journal, “causes it to lose in the eyes of materialist and
sceptic 50 per cent. of its valuc”—for we are repeatedly told
so by many of our best friends, some of whom promise us
more popularity, hence—an increase of subscribers, wonld
we but take out the “contemptible” term and replace it
by some other synonymous in meaning, but less obnoxious
pPhonetically to the general public.  That would be acting
under false pretences. The undisturbed presence of the
unpopular word will indicate our reply.

That we did not include “ Spiritualism” among the
other subjects to which our journal is devoted “ in the
hopes that it should do us good service among the Spivitual-
ists” is proved by the following fuet :—From the first issue
of our Prospectus to the present day, subscribers from
“ Spiritual” quarters have not amounted to four per cent.
on our subscription-list. Yet, to our merriment, we are
repeatedly spoken of as  Spiritualists” by the press and—
our opponents.  Whether really ignorant of, or purposely
ignoring our views, they tax us with belief in Spirits. Not
that we would at all object to the appellation—too many
far worthier and wiser persons than we, firmly believ-
ing in “ Spirits”"—but that would be acting under “ falso
pretences” again.  And so, we ave called a “ Spiritualist”
by persons who foolishly regard the term as a « Lrand,”
while the orthodox Spiritualists, who are well aware that
we attribute their phenomena to quite another agency
than Spirits, resent our peculiar opinions as an insult to
their belief, and in their turn ridicule and oppose us.

This fact alone ought to prove, if anything cver will,
that our jonrnal pursues an honest policy. That estab-
lished for the one and sole object, namely, for the elimina-
tion of truth, however unpopular—it has remained
throughont, true to its first principle—that of absolute
impartiality. And that as fully answers another charge, viz.
that of publishing views of our correspondents with which
we often do not concur ourselves. “ Your journal teems
with articles upholding ridiculous supecstitions and absurd
ghost-stories,” is the complaint in one letter. “ You
neglect laying a sufficient stress in your editorials upon the
necessity of diserimination between facts and error, and in
the selection of the matter furnished by your coutributors,”
says another, A third one accuses us of not sufficiently
rising “ from supposed facts, to principles, which would
prove to our readers in every case the former no better
than fictions.” In other words—as we understand it—
we are accused of neglecting scientific tnduction 7 Our
critics may be right, but neither are we altogether wrong,
In the face of the many crucial and strictly scientific
experiments made by our most eminent suvants* it would
take a wiser sage than King Solomon himself, to
decide now between fuct and fiction.  The query : “ What
is Trath” is more difficult to answer in the nineteenth
than in the first century of our era.  The ajppearance of
his “ evil genins” to Brutus in the shape of a monstrous
human form, which, entering his tent in the darkness and
silence of night promised to meet him in the plaing of
Philippi—was a fuet to the Roman tyrannicide ; it was
but a dream—to his slaves who neither saw nor heard any-
thing on that night. The existence of an antipodal con-
tinent and the heliocentric system were fucts to Columbus
and Galileo years befcre they could actually demon-
strate them ; yet the existence of "America as that of
our present solar system was as fiercely denied several
centuries back as the phenomena of spiritualism are now.

* See the article following this: *“ Science, Phenomena and the Press.”
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Facts cxisted in the “ pre-scientific past,” and errors are
as thick as berries in our scientific present.  'With whom
then, 1s the criterion of truth to be left 2 Are we to
abandon it to the merey and judgment of a prejudiced
socicty constantly caught trying to subvert that which it
does not understaud ; ever seeking to transformn stam and
lypocricy into synonyms of * propricty” and “ respecta-
bility 27 Or shall we Dblindly leave it to modern exact
Science so called 7 But Science has neither said her last
word, nor can her various branchies of knowledge rejoice
in their qualification of ezact, but so long as the hypotheses
of yesterday are not upset by the discoveries of to-day.
“ Science 1s athelstic, phantasmagorical, anl always in
labor with conjecture. It can never become knowledge
per se. Not to know is its climax,” says Professor A. Wilder,
our New York Vice-President, certainly more of & man of
Science himself than many a scientist better khown than
he is to the world. Morcover, the learned representatives of
the Royal Socicty have as many cherished hobbies, and
are as little free of prejudice and preconception as any
other mortals. It is perhaps, to religion and her hand-
maid theology, with her “ seventy times seven” sects, each
claiming and none proving its right to the claim of truth,
that, in our scarch for it, we ought to humbly turn? Oue
of our severe Christian Areopagites actually expresses the
fear that “ even some of the absuvd stories of the Puranas
have found favour with the Theosophist.” But let him
tell us; has the Bible any less of “ absurd ghost-stories”
and “ ridiculous miracles” in it than the Hindu Puranas,
the Buddhist Maha Jotaka, or cven one of the most
« shamefully superstitious publications” of the Spiritnal-
ists 2 (We quote from his letter). We are afraid in all
and one it is but :
“ Taith, fanatic faith, once wedded fast
To some dear falsehood, hugs it to the last...”

and—we decline accepting anything on faith., In
common with most of the periodicals we remind our
readers in every number of the THEOSOPWIST that its
« Editors disclaim responsibility for opinions expressed by
contributors” with some of which they (we) do not agree.
And that is all we can do.  We never started out in our
paper as Teachers but rather as humble and faithful
vecorders of the innumerable beliefs, creeds, scientific
fuypotheses, and—even “ superstitions” current in the
past ages and now more than lingering yet in our
own. Never having been a sectarian—i. e. an interest-
ed party—we maintain that in the face of the pre-
sent sitnation, during that incessant warfare, in whicli old
creeds and new doctrines, conflicting schools and authorities,
revivals of blind faith and incessant scientific discoveries
running a race as though for the survival of the fittest,
swallow up and mutually destroy and aunihilate each
other—daring, indeed, were that man who would assume
the task of deciding between them | Who, we ask, in the
presence of those most wonderful and most unexpected
achievements of our great physicists and chemists would
risk to draw the line of demarcation between the possible
and the impossible ¢ Where is the honest man who con-
versaut at all with the latest conclusions of archeology
philology, paleography, and especially Assyriology, would
undertake to prove the superiority of the religious “ super-
stitions” of the civilized Europeaus over those of the
“ heathen,” and even of the fetish-worshipping savages ?

Having said so much, we have made clear, we hope
the reason why, believing no mortal man infallible, nor
claiming that privilege for ourselves, we open ourcolumns
to the discussion of every view and opinion, provided it
is not proved absolutely supernatural. Besides, whenever
we make room to “unscientific’ contributions it is when
these treat upon subjects which lic entirely out of the
province of physical science. Generally upon questions
that the average and dogmatic scientist rejects @ priort
and without examination ; but which, the real man of
science finds not only possible but after investigation
very often fearlessly proclaims the disputed question as
an undeniable fact, In respect to most transcendental

subjects the sceptic can no more disprove than the be-
liever prove his point. Facr is the only tribunal we
submit to and recognise it withont appeal. And before
that tribunal a Tyndall and an ignoramus stand on a per-
fect par. Alive to the truism 'that every path may event-
ually lead to the highway as every river to the ocean, we
never reject a contribution simply because we do not
believe in the subject it treats upon, or disagree with its
conclusions, Contrast alone cau enable us to appreciate
things at their right value ; aud unless a judge compares
notes and hears both sides he can hardly come to a cor-
rect decision.  Dwm vitant stulli vitia in conlraria—is our
motto ; and we seck to prudently walk between the many
ditches without rushing into cither. For one man to
demand from auother that e shall believe like himself,
whether in a question of religion or science is supremely
unjust and despotic. Besides, it is absurd. For it amounts
to exacting that the brains of the convert, his organs of
perception, his whole organization, in short, be recon-
structed precisely on the model of that of his teacher, and,
that e shall have the same temperament and mental
faculties as the other has. And why not his nose and
eyes, in such a case 2 Mental slavery is the worst of all
slaveries. It is a state over which brutal force having no
real power, it always denotes either an abject cowardice or
a great Intellectual weakuess ......

Amnmong mauy other charges, we are accused of not
sufficiently exercising our editorial right of sclection, We
beg to differ and contradict the imputation. As every
other person Dlessed with brains:instead of calf’s feet-
jelly in liis head, we certainly have our opinions upon things
in general, and things oceult especially, to some of which
we hold very firmly. But these being our personal
views, and though we have as good a right to them as any,
we have none whatever to force them for recognition upon
others. 1 do not believe in the activity of departed
spirits’—others and among these, many of the Fellows
of the Theosophical Society de—and we are bound to
respect their opinions, so long as they respect ours. To
follow every article from a contributor with an Jdifor's
Note correcting “ his erroneous ideas” would amount to
turning our strictly impartial journal into a sectarian
organ.  We decline such an office of ¢ Sir Oracle.”

The THE0SOPHIST is a journal of our Society. Each of
its Fellows being left absolutely untrammeled in his
opinions, and the body representing collectively ncarly
every creed, nationality and school of philosophy, every
member has a right to claim room in the organ of Lis
Society for the defence of his own particular creed and
views. Our Scciety being an absolute and an nncom-
promising Republic of Conscience, preconception and
narrow-mindedness in science and philosophy have no
room in it. They are as hateful and as much denounced
by us as dogmatism and bigotry in theology ; and this
we have repeated ad nauseam usque.

Having explained our position, we will close with the
following parting words to our scctarian friends and
critics. The materialists and sceptics who upbraid us in
the name of modern Science—the Dame who always
shakes her head and finger in scorn at everything she has
not yet fathomed—we would remind of the snggestive but
too mild words of the great Arago: e is a rash wan,
who outside of pure mathematics pronounces the word
“impossible.  And to theology, which under her many
orthodox masks throws mud at us from behind every
secure coruner we retort by Vietor Hugo's celebrated
paradox : “ In the name of RELIGION, we protest against
all and every religion !”

SCIENCE, PHENOMENA AND THI PRESS.

Fiat Justitia, rvat clum is not the motto of our
century. Nothing is so amusing as to watch at every
fresh exposure of sonie tricky mnedium—of whom there
are a good many—the attitude of the press in general,
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and  those time-serving editors of psendo first-class
papers—of whom there are still more—especially.  In
order to flatter the sympathies, and bow to the pre-
judices of their subseribers, they, who speak in terms of
the utmost veneration of a church they often do not be-
110'\70 in, will, at the same time, denounce in the most
objurgatory and vituperative language  spiritualism in
which they occasionally themselves believe, and Theosophy
of whose tenets they know next to nothing. o

Such s the present attitude of some Anglo-Tndian
papers in relation to the Fletcher case.  The trial and
sentence to hard labour of Mis. Fletcher—who was pu-
nished for fraudulently obtaining valuables and not at all
for being, or rather not being a” medinm—seems to have
thrown some of them into cestacies of joy. Two of them
especially—one o Laliore and the other an Allababad
paper—have got quite off their balanee and gone beating
about the bush after those “ impostors calling themselves
Theosophists and Spiritualists” (17) We serionsly doubt
whether the respective editors of the two abovementioned
papers could ever hope for the lLigh honour of being
received into the company of even the flunkeys of some
of our titled “ Spiritualists and Theosophists” of England,
whom  they include in the category of *“ impostors.”  But,
as there is every probability, in the case in hand, of a
certain professional cnvy on their part against spiritual
medinms, their irritation may have its raizon d'etie. The
mediums “ produce” while these editors “ absorb” spirits.
Hence—with an eye to their incurable and well-known
bibacity we have to be charitable.  One, who is generally
s drunk as David’s sow, can hardly be made responsible
for what he says.  The phenomena of obsession and P08~
session assuming most varied forms: one medium will be
obsessed by “ an imaginary goblin,” while another one will
be possessel—hy the seven fiends of drink. Ilence we
accuse the two * medinm-cditors” of gross inconsisteney.
For, if the public is made to credit the witty defiuition of
that American reporter who notified the world of his dis-
covery that “ materialized spirits are but frozen whiskey,”
they ought certainly to show themsclves a little more
grateful toward their brother wmediums than they do.
Leaving, however, English and Yaukce—Irish editors to
the tender mercies of delirium {remens and the spiritual
snakes in their boots—we will broach our subject at once.

That spiritualism has made itself unpopular, is an
undeniable faet. That its plienomena have become so,
chicfly owing to claims of supernatural intervention for
them, to the agency of epirite in the production of the
manifestations, is as theontrovertible. But when the sceptic
has onee pronounced in tones of contempt the tabooed word
“ Spiritualism,” is there one man in ten thousand who fully
realizes the meaning of that which he so abuses? Is it
Spiritualisim proper that is denounced 2 Or, that faith
which professes blind belief in the communieation of the
living men with the spitits of their departed friends,
through mediums 7 Or, is it only belief in the oceur-
rence of ocenlt phenomena that the average public so
strongly objeetsto 2 'Which 7

And now, we are inclined to demonstrate, that were
Society—Christians and materialists included—ever ca-
pable of acting with anything like impartiality, and
reason its antipathics before il bacame eutirely blinded
by its prejudices, spiritualism could never have hecome
its héte moire as it now has. At all events, whetlier
Judged from its social, or examined from its philoso-
plical standard it stands certainly higher than any of
the sects of the “ revivalists”—against which Socicty has
nevertheless, not a word to say., Since its ranks are
composed chiefly from the well-educated classes and that
spiritualism was never half as aggressive and offensive
as we find most of the sects of dissenters, the public
has no right to taboo it, as it does.

However it may be, as tlic policy of onr paperis to
present all things in their true light, we wmecan now to
seriously nnalyze spivitualism. Owing to long years of
study, we belicve we arc more competent to judge of it
than these who really know nothing of it—as the native

and the Anglo-Indian press for instance. On the otler
hand, our own theories as to the agency producing most of
the phenomena being diametrically antagonistic to thoso
of the Spiritnalists—the accusation of partiality in our case
an but fall to the ground.  We will now show the incon-
sistency of the anti-Spivitualists of all classes.

IEit is against © Spiritualism” proper that the public
wrath waxes so hot, then every Cluistian who abuses i,
is untrue tohis ereed.  He plays into the hands of Infide-
lity. Besides having been used for ages in contradistine-
tion to that of materialism the word spiritualism served
no farther back than the first half of our century to
designate the doctrines and religious life of that class of
Chvistian mysties who believed themselves to be under the
guidance of the Divine Spirit ; the adjective “ Spiritualists”
having been always applied to those persons who spiritual-
ized the Jewish Secriptures. In the past centuries such
was the appellation given to Jacob Bshme, Madame
Guyon, Miguel de Molinas and other Quietists and
Mystics. Inour present age it belongs by right to the
Shakers of America, and even more so to the Apostles” of
the Caleutta New Dispensation, than to the lay belicvers in
medinmistic phenomena, who—we are sorry to say instead
of spiritualizing matter, materialize Spirit...... As the
notion stands though, the most that could be brought by
orthodox Christians against modern Spiritualism is the
accusation of being one of the wany Jeretical Christian
sccts of the day. Not only have the majority of Spiritual-
ists retained their belief in the Bible and Christianity,
but even the most infidel among them do no worse than
the unitarians—who assert the simple humanity of Christ
contending that hie was no more than a divinely illuminat-
ed prophet a medium say the Spiritualists, Hence,
Spiritnalism ¢s « sect has as mwh a »ight for. recognition
and at Jeast outward respect as any other Christicn sect,
But it is perhaps their peculiar belief that is so hateful
to the wunbelicvers 7 Auother and still grosser incon-
sistency ! For liow can belief in spivits, the surviving
souls of departed men-—quite an orthodox Cliristian
dogma—Dbe held disreputable by a Christian public 2 We
do not nican to be disrespectful but only fair, in asking
the following question :—Were a sane person placed under
the necessity of choosing, but had yet the privilege of a
free choice, whichofthe twostories, think ye,he would accept
as the most likely to have occwrred @ that of a materialized
angel and the she-ass whose mouth was opened by the Lord
to speak: to Dalaam in a hwman voice, or that of Mur.
Crookes’ materialized Katie King 7 It really would not be
generous it us to insist upon a direct answer. But we
will do this : placing the Spiritualists on one side, and
the Christian Adventists or Millenarians on the other, we
will ofter our reader a bird's cye view of botli, The forner,
in company with more than one eminent man of science,
will be represented by us at his greatest disadvantage ;
namely, in a spiritual circle, in a half-darkened room
singing in chorus a spiritual melody, and anxiously
waiting for the apparition of a materialized relative......
The Millenarian—surrounded by his family and houschold
gods roosting on the top of a tree, orthe roof of his
louse, singing Clristian psalms and waiting as anxi-
ously for his Christ to appear and carry them all away into
Licaven over a crumbling universe L.....We insist that our
readers should not misunderstand us.  We laugh no more
at the faith of the Millenarian who, notwithstanding many
such days of failure when instead of catching hold of hig
Saviour, le found himself dvenched to the bones, caught
a bad cold and was occasionally killed by lightning,*

* Havdly a few yearsa since such a case happened in Awmerica to
some unlucky Millenavians the. elders of whose churches had
prophesied the day and the hour of the second advent of Christ.
They had sold their  properties and given it away ; settled their
worldly affairs after whicli most of them climbed ou that solemn
day to the highest trees and hills, A shower, accompanied Ly a
terrible thunder-storm and lightning brought two of the Adventist
families together with their trees down to the ground instead of
taking them Elijah-like to heaven., Aud that the belief of a plysi-
cel advent of Christ is not confined to the ignorant classes alone ia
proved by the following clip from an American newspaper of 1878,
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than we deride that of the believer in the materializa-
tions, We simply ask why should the press and the
public permit themselves to despise and langh to scorn
the Spiritualist, while hardly daring to mention, let alone
laugh, at the belicfs of the former ? Learned divines meet
and seriously discuss and devise means “ to be caught up
together in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air” Dr.
Tyng, one of the best educated clergymen of New York,
actually pronounces these wonds:—“ Yes ; we firmly
believe in the coming advent. A conference was held in
London in February last, and the vesult was gratifying...
At this coming the dead that have died in Christ will
rise first, and then those of his children who are alive will
be caught upinto the clouds with them, and their bodies
will undergo a change, and they will dwell in heavenly
places fora season.” ! !

Hence—the logical induction : So long as the
Christian public professes belief in, and vencration for its
a.ncostml faith, it behoves them little to throw thie accusa-
tion of “ degrading superstitions and eredulity” into
the teeth of spiritualism. They are no better than the
hypocrites denounced in Luke ; those who are commanded
by Jesus to cast out first the beam out of their own eye,
and then offer to pull out the mote that is iun their
brother's organ of sight. As for those gentlemen of the
press, who, lacking the courage to denounce the supersti-
tions of the strong and the mighty, fall back upon those,
whose unpopularity has made them weak and helpless
they act more than in a cowardly way. They are the
“ Bashi-boozooks” of Mrs. Grundy's army,—those, who
under the cover of darkness and in perfect safety to
themselves spoil and finish the wounded. The Theoso-
phists and Spiritnalists have at least the courage of their
opinions. They openly and fearlessly proclaim their
Leterodox aund unpopular beliefs and face the enemy’s
fire without flinching. How many of our colleagues of the
press will dare to follow our example ? Verily, the ugly
cancer of sham and hypocricy has gnawed down to the
very bone of educated Society! We find truthfulness and
moral courage now, but in a few atheists, who, like Brad-
laugh and Colonel Ingersoll bravely defy the whole world.
Even great and independent men like Tyndall, cower down
before public wrath.  He who did not blush to speak of
Spiritualism as of “ an intellectual whoredom” was made
before the storm of indignation raised by him in the
English clergy to half recant bis publicly expressed scien-
tific opinion of the absolute “ poteney of matter” But lLe
never thought of offering an apology for his insult to
those of his scientific colleagues who believed in Spiritual
phenomena.......

And now dropping off the adjective of ¢ Spiritual”
from the word phenomena—let us see how far sceptics
are justified in throwing slur upon the latter and to reject
the testimony of the greatest mien of modern Science in
favour of their genuineness. And that, whenever a scien-
tist went to the trouble of seriously iunvestigating the
puaenomena e was forced to admit the objective reality
of these weird manifestations is henceforth an historical
fact. Aud it is preciscly that which we purpose to prove
in the next article.

4 A circular lias been issued signed by the Rev. Dr. Jawmes H.
Brookes of the Presbyterian Church, St. Louis; the Rev. Dr.
Stephen IL. Tyng, Jr., of this city ; Bishop W, R, Nicholson
of the Reformed Episcopal Church, Philadelphia; W. Y. Morchead;
the Revd. A. J. Gordon of the Clarendon Street Baptint
Church, Boston; Maurice Baldwin; the Rev, H. M. Parsous
of the Presbyterian Church, Buffalo; and the Rev. Dr,
Rufus W. Clarke of the Dutch Reformed Chureb, Albany, in-
viting those who believe in the personal pre-millennial advent
of Jesus Christ to meet at the Church of the Holy Trinity
in this city, on the 30th aud 31st of October and the 1st of Novem-
ber, to listen to a series of papers on the pre-millennial advent of
Jesus Christ, and to join in such discussions as the topics may
suggest. A large number of professors, ministers, and laymen
have endorsed the call. Among thew arve the older Tyng, Bishop
Vail of Kansas, Professor Kellogg of Alleghany Presbyterian
Seminary, the Rev. Dr. Tmbric of Jersey City; George T. Pente-
cost, the Boston Evangelist, and other well-known men,”—New
York Sun, ~

TIIE EVIDENCE OF SCIENCE.

From Professor Hare, the great American chemist, of
world-wide celebrity, a quarter of a century ago, down
to Professor Zolluer, the Leipsig astronomer n 1878, each
and all of the men of Science who, undertaking to expose
the so-called Spiritual phenomena in the name of scicnce,
went  yet to work honestly at their investigation—
found themselves bafiled and finally completely beaten
byFaels.

So, in 1833, Professor Hare publicly expressed the fol-
lowing determination :—* I feel called upon as an act of
duty to my fellow-creatures, to bring whatever influence
I possess to the attempt to stem the tide of popular
madness, which, in defiance of reason and science is fast
sctting in favor of the gross delusion called “ Spiritualism.”
(History of Spiritualism, pp. 115) Two years later, aund
after that man of science had brought his kecenest
acumen to bear upon the phenomena, and had invented
all kinds of machinery through which he hoped to
detect tricky mediums, but to no avail, Piofessor Hare
became a Spiritualist. The Harvard professors by whom the
learned doctor had been regarded for forty years as an
authority upon all scientific subjects, now denounced his
“Insanc adherence to the gigantic humbug.” But the pheuo-
mena were found juets and had the best of him as they
had of many more of learned professors at various times.

In 1869 the Committee of the Dialectical Society in
London* composed of twenty-eight persons of education
and good public repute, (among whom we find the
names of Mr, Grattan Geary, the present editor of the
Bombay Gazette, of Mr. H. (. Atkinson, and of M.
Charles Bradlaugh—sce Report of the Committee of the
Dialectical Society of London) after sittings with mediums
for months, and having applicd to them the most crucial
tests, was compelled to acknowledge :—1st That—the
phenomena that they had witnessed were genuine, and
impossible to simulate ; 2nd—that the most extraordinary
manifestations thoroughly upsetting w.any preconceived
theories as to natural laws, did happen, and were un-
deniable.” Some had occurred in their own families.

In 1870 Mr. Crookes, F.R. S, had expressed his opinion
in print that he belicved “ the whole affair a supersti-
tion, ...... an unexplained trick—a delusion of the senses.”
In 1875, in his letter upon Katic King, the young lady
“ Spirit” who visited him for three years during seances
held in the presence of a number of men of science, we
find Mr. Crookes confessing as follows:—“ To imagine
that the Katie King of the last three years to be the
result of imposture does more violence to one’s reason and
common-sense than to believe her to be what she herself
affirms ......” (a“ spirit”). With that man of science, the
discoverer of Radiant Matter, that Force he had so derided
after a long course of houest and scientific investigations
had...... “ become not @ matter of opinion but of absolute
knowledge.+

Mr. Alfred Russell Wallace, the great English natural-
ist, writes in his preface to « Miracles and Modern Spiri-
tualism”...... * Up to the time I first became acquainted
with the facts of Spiritualism I was a confirmed philosophi-
cal sceptic. I was so thorough and confirmed a materialist
that I would not at that time find a place in my mind for
the conception of a spiritual existence......[acts, however,
are stubborn things...... The facts beat me. They com-
pelied mie to accept them as fuets ......and led me to
accept Spiritualism.” (p. 7).

Mr. Nicolas Wagner, Professor of Zodlogy at the
St. Petersburg University, writes at the beginning of his
investigations :—* I accepted Professor Butlerof’s invita-

* At a Meeting of the Council of the LoxpoN DIALECTICAT
Sociery, held on the 26th Jannary 1869, on the motion of Dr.
Edmunds, 2 committee was appointed to investigate the phenomerna
alleged to be spiritual manifestations and to report thereon.”
(Copy of the Minute of the Council).,

+ Researches in the Phenomena of Spiritualiam, p. 45.
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tion to witness the phenomena produced by the medium
Horne who lived in his house, with the greatest mistrust
and even, aversion.” At the end of about twenty seances
e closes a narrative full of the most inexplicable
phenomena  upsetting every scientific hypothesis with
the following admission :—“ I have presented a truthful
account of fucts witnessed by myself. I desire that all
those wlho will not believe me, may prove to me that I ain
wrong ; but in such a case they will have to support their
case with yacts as positive and as undeniable as those that
Jorced metomy present conviction, that the mediumistic
phenomena ARE REAL EXISTING FACTS.”  (Messenger of
Europe, 1876).  Nor has Professor Wagner given up to
this day his firm belief in the objective reality of such
manifestations ; for only a few months ago he closes
another article upon phenomena obtained, which are the
repetition of  Professor Zélner's experiments with Dr.
Slade only with non-professional mediums—(ladies of
high society) with these words: “ Again these facts con-
vince us of the necessity of widening the domain of
recognized science and its methods and means for the ex-
ploration of the invisible and unknown world...... "*
Professor Butlerof of St. Petersburg, a chemist of the
greatest eminence and a member of the Academy of
Sciences—otte of the few men of learning who, secking in
Science truth alone, feared uot to pass on to the inority,
—has been investigating the phenomena for many years.
In the April number of the Rooskoy Vyestuik, an orthodox
journal of the greatest respectability we find him begin-
ning a long and scientific article upon “ Ewmpyricism and
Dogmatism in the Domain of Mediumship” with an
uncquivocal confession of faith :—¢ Firmly and fully con-
vinced of the objective reality of mediumistic phenomena,
I find necessary to point out in print the first attempts
made to connect some of these phenomena, with
scientific hypotheses,” he writes. And then he proceeds to
enumerate several great names, of men of science who
struck “ rock bottom” in Germany, in the shifting sands of
phenomena, which had hitherto eluded all scientific grasp.
These are Dr. Zollner, Professor of Physics and Astronomy
in the University of Leipsig, who stands in the front ranks
of the seientific men of Enrope ; Dr. Fichte, the son of the
celebrated German philosopher, for years Professor of
Philosophy at the University of Tiibingen,+ and who
was at first the greatest sceptic and opponent of the theory
which upheld the reality of the phenomena; Dr. Wilhielm
Weber, Professor of Physics—the founder of the doctrine
of the Vibration of Forces. “ No scientific reputation
stands higher in Germany than that of Weber” (Transe
Physics p. 18). Professor Perty of Geneva ; Professor
Sheibner, of Leipsig University “a well-known and highly
distinguished mathematician ”; Dr. Gustave T, Fechuer, an
eminent natural philosopher, another Professor of Physics
at Leipsig, and von Hoffmann ; Baron vou Hellenbach of
Vienna, ete. cte. Many of these, namely, Professors Weber,
Sheibner, Fechner and others, have been witnesses to M.
Zolner's scientific experiments with Dr. Slade, the 1nedi\1u.1,
and have taken a part in them. Speaking of the physi-
cal phenomena which had taken place in that medium’s
presence, Professor Zsllner says as follows :—* I reserve to
later publication the descriptions of further experuments,
obtained by me in twelve seances with Mr. Slade, and as
I am expressly authorized to mention in the presence of
my friends and colleagues, Professor Fechner, Professor
Wilhelm Weber, the celebrated electrician from Gottin-
gen, and Herr Scheibuer, Professor of Mathematics...who
are perfectly convinced of the reality of ‘tl.le.obs‘erveld facts
altogether cxcluding imposture or prestidigitation.”}
These descriptions of the experiments in the most ex-
traordinary phenomena may be found in that most inter-
esting volume trauslated and published by Mr. C. C,

* See Transcendental Lhysies p. 148 translation by Chbarles Carle-
ton Massey, Barrister-at-Law (Vice-President of the British Theo-
sophical Society ).

+ In contradistinction to the Hegelian pantheism Ifichte esta-
blished a system of his own which he called—* Concrete Theism,”

T Zranscendental Lhysics p. 18,

Massey from the third volume of Zsllner's scientific
treatises, called “ Transcendental Physics.,” Space in our
journal absolutely precludes the possiblity of our men-
tioning them. But in order to auswer beforehand the
well-known and trite objection that “ any clever prestidi-
gitator can do the same, we will append extracts from
two letters, here, from the same volume. These are the
published confessions of two jugglers of wide-known fame-—
Messrs. Maskelyne of London, and Samuel Bellachini
Court conjurer at Berlin,—who repeat that which the cele-
brated Robert Houdin, the French conjurer, had already
stated before ; namely, that « levitations without contact as
produced in the presence of mediums were feats utterly
heyond the power of the professional juggler ;” that it was
“ the work of no hwman agency, whatever clse that agency
might be.”

“On the Ist July 1873 Mr, Maskelyne writes in answer
to a challenge from a spiritnalist who offered him £ 1000
it he could reproduce certain mediumistic phenomena
as follows :—* In accepting this challenge, I wish you dis-
tinctly to understand that I do not presume to prove that
such manifestations as those stated in the Dialectical
Society are produced by trickery—I have never denied
that such manifestations are gewine, but I contend that in
them there is not one iota of evidence which proves that
departed spirits have no Dbetter occupation t}um lifting
furniture about *,.....I have never stated that you cannot
produce some phenomena in a genuine manner”...... And
i a third letter Mr. Maskelyne adds:—* How genuine
phenomena can be produced by trickery Tam at a loss to
know.”

There we have juggler No I, confessing that there is
such a thing as genuine phenomena,

In an ofticial document, Samuel Bellachini, the presti-
digitator and Coourt conjurer to His Majesty the Ewmperor
William 1. of Germany, certifies over his signature and
those of two witnesses to the following : —

veeees “ I hereby certify that the phenomenal occur-
rences with Mr. Slade have been thoroughly examined by
me with the minutest observation and investigation of his
surroundings, including the table, and that 1 have not n
the smallest degree found anything to be produced by
means of prestidigitative manifestations, or by mechanical
apparatus ; and that any explanation of the experimeuts
which take place wnder the circumstances and conditions
then obtuining by any reference to prestidigitation, to
be absolutelly impossible.

“ It must rest with......men of Science...... to search for
the explanation of this phenomenal power, and to prove
its reality. I declare, moreover, the published opinions of
laymen as to the * How’ of this subject to be premature,
and according to my view and cxperience, false and one-
sided. T'his, my declaration, issigned and exccuted before
a notary and witnesses,

(Signed) SAMUEL BELLACHINL”
Berlin, 6tli December 1877,

And that makes juggler No. 2,

These two documents, added to the testimony of the
several eminent men of science, ought to settle the “ to be,
or not to he” of the reality of the phenonena whatever the
ageucy which produces them. If we cannot yet suf-
ficiently prove what it is, there is some consolation to know
what it 18 nof : it is neither supernatural, divine nor
diabolic. And if it is neither and the evidence in favor of
its objective reality rests on such a scientific testimony,
then the sooner the public and its dme damnce—the press
cease to sneer at and hiss it, the better for both—in future,
Until then, to those who oppose and point the finger of
scorn at the Spiritualists and Theosophists we will remark
that they are quite welcome to call us, names in words
and even in print. In the words of a spiritualist—a very
dear lady friend of ours—addressed to a sneering sceptic last
year, at Simla: There is real comfortin the thought that
while you only believe us we—we Inow you to be FOOLS,

* Given in the dppendizes of Transcendental Lhysics, A
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MATERIALS FOR A DISCUSSION OF THE
MERITS OF Tl HINDU AND ENGLISH
+ ASTROLOGY.

(Commumnicated.)

Darukdar and Sardar B. V. Shastrce, J. P., of Shastree
Hall, Tardco Road, Bombay, has kindly procured for us a
copy of a Sanad, or a deed of graut, of the village of Aina,
in the Balesar Mahal and Palsaney Talooka of the Zilla
of Naosaree in the Gaikwar territory, assigned heredi-
tarily to Chintamaurao Madhav alics Tatia Saheb Goley’s
grandfather Chinto Mahadev Goley. It is the most
authentic and curious document in existence to prove the
high state astrology and occult sciences had reached in
India in the olden times, and we hasten to present it to
our readers as near as possible in the English dress. The
Grant runs thus :—

Shri Mhalsakant.

(Invocation of the God Mhalsakant, the usual way of
the Gaikwar’s personal signature, who never inscribes his
name but writes the preceding at the top of a document).
To

Rassarie CuiNto MAHADEV Gorry, famed for his
extensive knowledge of the Vedas and Shastras, of Gotra
Bhardwaja, Sutra Ashwalayan, Mahajan ( respectable
inhabitant) of the Village of Veldur, Turuph Gooha-
gur, Taluka Anjanvel, Soobha of Dablole, in the district

A
of Rajapur, Greeting—

From his servant, GovINDRAO GAIKWAR SENA KHas
Kuen SaMsuer Banapur.  Kunowing your vast acquaint-
ance with astrological lore and your fame as the favoured
of God and your holy and pious character to give effect to
your utterances, I being an cxile from Baroda for twenty-
five years with no present hope of returning back to that
place in possession of iy patrimony, requested you to
inform me when it was likely that I would regain my lost
Raj or Principality, under a promise of requiting your
intercession with your God in my favor by a grant of a vil-
lage which at least would bring an income of Rs. 5,000 a
year.  On this, first of all, you blessed me by saying that
I would soon regain my patrimony by easy means and
then a year ago handed over to me for safe keeping and
opening at the end of the year when I had regained my
Principality, a scaled letter containing the predictions in
the matter. This scaled letter addressed to me stated
the following :—

“ Four Ghatis * after Dhanlagna or while the sign of Sagittarius
ig vising in the Eastern horizon in the first Prahar,® of the 8th
of the month Margshirsh Shoodh of the year Paridhavi Shak
Era 1714, you, the Gaikwar, will be invited to the presence of the
Peishhwa at Poona and on condition of making some pecuniary
presents and ceding some territory will be invested with a dress
of honour in confirmation of a re-grant of your Principality with
suitable jewelled ornaments, consisting of three Sirpechas (an
aigrette) composed of forty-five vubies and three Iarge and eleven
stiall diamonds, a Poora (a crest-like  ornament for the turban)
of about four hundred and ninety-six pearls, an elepbhant, and an
irongrey horse, and told to go to Baroda to assume the manage-
ment of the Principality. Suddenly thenceafter from some cause
or other, yeu will be detained at Povona for eleven months, out
of which eight mouths will be passed by you in the greatest
anxiety ; but brighter days will ¢hine upon you, and you will
positively be allowed to go to Baroda freely upon the former con-
ditions, in the month of Magh.”

All these statements in the scaled document were ful-
filled to the letter and fully convinced me therefrom, that

you were certainly the favoured of God
and that it was therefore necessary to
substantiate my oral promises to you.
In the hope that it will be conducive
to my own and the good of my Princi-
pality, I beg you to accept as a Dan
or religious Inam for yourself in the
name of the God Krishna, the vil-
lage of Aina, Pargana Balesar worth

The Seal
of the Gaikwar's
acknowledgment
of tho supremacy
of Raja Ram
Shahoo,

* * A Hindoo measure of time.

[Jub‘, 1881,

Rupees 5,000 a year -with all the items usually men-
tioned in Hindu grants, and enjoy it from generation to
generation until the Sun and Moon last, with continual and
constant prayers for the good of my Principality. Given
under my seal, this day, Sooma Arba Tisseyn Maya Va
Alaph 1203 Samvat Era 1850, Shakke Lra 1715, year Pra-
mathi, month Margshirsh Shoodh 1st, Mohamedan Moon
29th, month Rabi Ul Akher,

Large seal 3
Small X g

of the Gaik- af
seal, 035' &

war,

Here follows the Maratha oath in Shiok form of tle
Gatkwar.

About the middle of A, D. 1861, adds Sardar L.
V. Shastree, a native friend of ours, with the view of
testing thie superiority of English astrology in rel
to that of his country sent the birth-time of a friend of
his to Commander Morrison of the Royal Navy,
well-known to the astrological world as Zadkiel, through
his London Agents, taking lowever, the precautizu
of conccaling his name, sex, and position in life, and
cven giving false initials that Zadkiel may not directly
or indirectly come to know who and what he was. The
following is the result of Zadkiel's labour :

A MAP OF THE HEAVENS.
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Annexed as a curiosity follow copies of the Maratha
Map of the Heavens and its English Translation for the
verdiet of our knowing readers—

WPisces Y Jaakird Ny
( Progry @6&1&/
;{\;’ -f;/mw i 3

-QT‘?%.«‘.’J(W

The General Judgment of Zadkiel agrees more with
the life of the native than his Particular and. Rectified
Judgment which is one series of crrors from c¢nd to
end. In the General Judgment the deseription of the
person  and constitution -is mearly similar to that of
the Maratha Judement. Mental  qualities the zame,
General wealth,  “This is a good and prosperous nati-
vity, having very few serious darawbacks. The native
will do well and rise in Jife”  Except the preceding,
Zadkiel's Judument  differs entively from the Maratha
which is more true. The native lost his father when 34
years of age, and that will not, we cunsi(lm',.l)c t]ngl.lght
a great risc in life or the best year of the native’s life, as
Zadkiel cousiders it to be.

Marriage.  This Las twrned out even more correct than
the Maratha horoscope, for, indeed, the first marringe l.ms
been a most painful and vexatious affair. The vative
has married thrice and is expected to marry a fourth time
according to the Maratha Judgment.

Children.—Has had two children, Lut lost both of them
with his sccond wife.

Life. Zadkiel's Particular Judgment has scttled it be-
low forty-threc years, but the Maratha astrolegers have
computed it for upwards of seventy.  Let us sce which
turns ont correet, and for the sake of our friend, we hope
it will be the longest one.

Astrology has in these latter days Dbeen pooh-peohed,
and consequently it has declined, but in the olden
times and in India when it was patronised by powerful
native princes, it produced wonderful men. 'l'lns{m quite
apparent from the English translation of the Sanad or
deed of grant and must convince our intelligent readers
of the truth of our assertion. A science which is able to
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predict so exactly as in the deed of grant and tell the
sex and give a pretty accurate description of a person
from mierely knowing the birth-time, year, and birth-place
1s certainly fit for a closer Investigation by carcful obser-
rations extending over munbers of years, to fix data aud
rules from actual expericnce.

Note by the Lditor :—The above paper was prepared by
the author of *“ The Maratha Marviage in Iigh Life” which
appeared in Mookerji's Magazine for 1872 (vide Vol. I No. 4.)
We particularly draw the attention of the Iinstern and Western
Astrologers with a view fo arouse a discussion on the M.aps
of the Ileavens given above and to come 1o a correet deduction
therefrom as to the superiority and correctness of the Astro-
logical caleulations of one particular nation,

PROCELEDINGS OF A COMMITTEE HIELD 1IN
RATA DHYAN SINGII'S HAVELI ON SA-
TURDAY, THE 21st MAY AT 5 . M.

We have very great pleasure in making room for the following communication
from Lahore. Tt is, indeed, a hopeful aud cheering sign of the times,
that Loth Hindus and Mahomedans should listen to the spirit of the age,
shake hands over past miscouceptivns nud quarrels, and unite in a living
brotherbood.  Acts based on n Theosophical principle Jike this will
always be readily recorded in this jowrnal.—2d. Theos,

This Committee was held with a view to put a stop to -
the distmbances prevailing among  the Hindus and
Mahomedans of Lahore and abroad, on religivus topics.
The reports of these  disturbances were, for a long time,
heard with regret by the educated leaders of Doth the
communitics,  Of these Pandit Gopt Nath, Editor of the
Miliva Vildsa, Mir Nisdr Ali, Editor of the Akhbdr Anju-
man-i-Panjib, Moulvi Muhamad Husain, Editor Risela
Astd at-us-rnnd, and a few more geutlemen of note took
the lead and, after due consultation, proposed to hold a
committee composcd of all the lTeaders of the Hindus and
Mahomedans of the eity.  This was soon carried into cf-
fect, A notice was forthwith circulated whereinthe meet-
ing place was appuinted at Shiklisha Sabhd Hall. It may
not be out of place to state here, that just on the eve of the
meeting Md. Barkat Ali Khan cireulated a note among the
members of the Anjuman to the effect that such a reli-
gious neeting sheuld not be allowed to take place in
a public building like Shikhshd Sabhda. The Seceretary’s
words no one dared to withstand.  The movers no doubt
felt aggrieved at the extraordinary order, but what could
they do at the eleventh hour 7 Nothing to be sure. The
movers of the cemmittee getting vexed strove hard to keep
their word. Pandit Gopi Néth, however, mmanaged to get
Raja Dhyan Singh's Haveli, whose owners felt proud  to
Iend the place for go gramda purpose. A man was
appointed to sit at the door of Shikhshd Sabhd, and
instructed to tell every new comer, of the remorval of the
place of the meeting to the epposite building.  So the
meeting took place at the appointed hour, theugh at a dis-
appointed place.  Hundreds of Hindus and Mahomedans
were present, among whem the following may be named :—-

Editors of diffevent  papers :—1.  Pandit Gopi Nith,
Editor, Aittra Vildso. 2. Pandit Govind Salhifiya, 1ditor,
Allbdr-i-Am. 3. Mir Nisdr AL, Lditor, AkhLar Anju-
aecon-i-Punjab. 4. Moulvi Muhammad Husain, Editor,
Ashdat Sunna. 5. Moulvi Fateh-ud-Dimn, Editor, Panjab
DPunch. 6. Moulvi Barkat-Ali, Editor, Sabhd Daldr, 7.
Moulvi Alé Din, Editor, Pellii Punch. 8. Pandit Mukund
Rém, Propricter, Mittra Vildsa Press, -

Hixvus.—1. Gusdin Gauir Shankicr. 2. Pandit Bliag-
win Dis, Professor Government College. 3. Pandit Govind
Rém, Head Pandit, District-School. 4. Pandit Tej Bhan,
Head Pandit, Mission School. 5. Pandit Dharam Chand,
Teacher Girls’ School, 6. Pandit Kasht Ram. 7, Pandit
Nagin  Chand. 8 Pandit Kishen Chand. 9. Gunesh
Dds. 10. Pandit Thakur Dis, 11, Pandit Sham Dis,
12. Pandit Lakhpat. 18, Pandit Narayan Kol. 14, Pandit
Madhusudan, 13, Pandit Dayd Ram, 16, Pandit Kally
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fusain, 17, Pandit Molhan Lal. 1
19, Pandit Sundar Dés.  20. Pandit Harndrdayan. 21,
Pandit Nathu Ranm.  22. Pandit Vaishnaw Dis. 23, Pandit
Harjas Gusdin, 24, Pandit Shib Datt. 25, Pandit Sukl
Ram. 26. Pandit Harbhagwéan. 27, Pandit Gulzari. 28,
Pandit Ilar Sahai, 29, Pandit Radhé Kishen.  30. Pan-
dit Alir Chand, 31, Pandit Thibo Ram. 32, Pandit
Bahar Chand. 383, Pandit Nanak Chand. 34, Pandit
Viddys Dhar, 35, PanditDurga Datt. 36, Pandit Lakshmi
Datt. 37. Pandit Anant Ram. 38. Pandit Vaishno
Dias, 39, Pandit Ballo Misre. 40. Pandit Nand L&l
41. Pandit Gurdn Ditta. The above are all leading and
ifluential Brahmins, Léla Hukam Chand ; Dr. Ninak
Chand 5 Lald Dewi  Daydl ; Lalla Nérdgyan Dis; Lalla
Mohan Lal; Lald Sild Ram ; Dr. Ganpat  Rai; Lala
Bihdii Lal; Lald Gowardhan Das &e. &e. &c.

Moulvi  Ahmad Ali. 2. Moulvi
Moulvi Shah Mulai-ad-Din. 4,
Moulvi Midan  Alam. 5. Hafiz Ala-wd-Din. 6. Moulvi
Hakim Nazaf Shah. 7. Moulvi Munshi Karam 1lal. 8.
Moulvi Abdul Hakiz, 9. Moulvi Muhammad Hasan,
10. Moulvi Hafiz Abdul Ralman., 11. Moulvi Uliat
Husain. 12, Lalafat Husain., 13. Moulvi Mulla Muhamaul
Ghaws. 14, Moulvi Fatch-ud-Din. 13. Moulvi Barkat
Al 16, Moulvi Shah Abdul Aziz. 17. Moulvi Munshi
Iimdm Din. 18, Md. Jamdal, Moulvi Fazil, 19. Moulwvi
- Ralnm Baklish. 20, Moulvi Ghazanfar. 21, Moulvi IFatelt
Muhamad. The above are all the influential leading
preachers and Moulvis,

Munshi Nur-ud-Din ; Munshi Mabtab Din ; Mian Nur
Mubamad ; Munshi Nisar Ali ; Munshi Jivan Ali; Mian
Fazl-ud-Din ; Mian Badr-ud-Din ; Sk : Abdurraliman ;
Sh s Atd-ulldh ; Hatiz Ibrdhim ; Sayyed Rwwozéan ; Mian
Amar Bakhsh,

L. Munshi Nisar Ali proposed that Moulvi Ahmed
Ali should preside on behalf of Maliomedans,  This was
approved unanimously.

MAnoyMEDANS.—1,

Muhamad Husain. 3.

1L Pandit Gopt Nath, scconded by Pandit Govind
Sahdya, proposed to appoint GusdinPandit Gawrishankar, on
behalf of the Hindus, This too, raised no dissenticnt voice.

11T, A rule was passed by general agreement, that
no geutleman should be authorised to stand up and speak
without previously asking permission for it from the
Presidents.

1V, Pandit Gopi Nath opened  the proceedings, and
delivered a lecture in pure Hindi, impressing upon the
minds of the Hindu community the risks they ran by
widening the gulf of discord between themselves and their
fellow-countrymen, the Mahomedans ; showed the benefits
of union ; proved its nccessity ; and concluded amidst
general applausce,

V. Mir Nisir Ali delivered an cqually  cloguent
speech i Urdu which, to say the least, caused every body
present to be at one with him. 1t dissipated to a won-
derful degree the prejudices of the Mahomedans and gave
considerable strength to the cause of the Committec,

VI. Moulvi Mubhammad IHusain  then stood up and
filledd the gap that was left by his immediate predecessor,
Tfiest of all he informed the public that he had spent
no less than twenty years in preaching his religion.  1le
claimed  proficiency in the knowledge of the Kordn,
which, he said, he had read more than a hundred
times.  “ Nowhere in it,” he coutinued “ have 1 found
any mention made of the approval of the way—bad as it
is—in which my co-religionists have been scen attacking
the faiths of others.” He proved that to call anybody in
the world names, may he be a Yahudi or Nisird or a
Kaffir, was to go against the order of God and to tread
the Kordn, the ouly sacred book, nndetfoot.

All the above specches were recorded by the  presidents
and members of both communities.

VIL Mir Nisdr Ali then proposed the appointment
of a committee, containing an cqual number from both
partics and obtained votes to collect as a duty all the

8. Pandit Ram Datt.
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books written in indecent language against cach other,
in order to submit them to a general meeting, in
whose prescnee were to be read all the indecent passages
of cach book (previously noted) and then to notify its
author, by order of the Committee, to change, if possible,
the bad expressions to more decent and reasonable ones,
or to cause the author to admit his guilt and offer an
apology to the party he has written, against, failing which
to send the names of the recalcitrant authors of the
books to the Government of India, begging on behalf
of the population at large to interferc with strong hand
in the watter, and inflict due punishment upon the
opposers.

VIII. Moulvi Ulfat Husain, in contradiction to the
above, opposed the policy of investigation on the prin-
ciples of “ Let bygounes be bygones.”

This opinion, however, lacked general approval.  Mir
Nisér Al said :— This course, though straight and
simple, will not be able to have a lasting cftect ; it may
subside the excitement for the time being, but it is not
likely to find supporters always and all over Tudia.”

IX. PFandit Gopt Néth proposed that measures should
be takeu to suppress the publication of sucli pernicious
books, and seek the aid of Government to achieve this
end,

X, Pandit Goviud Sabdya was last to speak. He
assured the public, that “ should we unanimously bind
oursclves fast to ask Government to Liclp in putting a stop
to the publication of such books, as are not fit for circula-
tion, because of their impure, immodest and, consequently
mfammatory style, they shall not be wanting in taking us
at our words.” To impress those, who, on the plea of
ignorance, doubted it, he reminded of the fact how
less infamous books, such as Jafer Zatalli and others,
were at onee suppressed, aud added that, should it be
msisted upon, Government would find no fresh difficulty,
but walk over a road already paved,

XL It was proposed to give to this comuittee the
name of “Aujuman-i-Islah” or the “ Auushdsana Sabhd.”

XIL.  The meeting was then adjourned under  gencral
applause, Mahomedans shaking hands with Hindus, and
Hindus embracing freely the followers of Islém—a cir-
cumstance indicative of the full success with which the
mecting may be said to have been crowned.

XILL  The next general meceting for the formation of
resolutions, clioice of books, and to discuss further cou-
ciliatory measures shall (it was proposed and agreed) be
held on or about the 22nd proximo, of the correct date
aud place of which the public shall be duly informed.

By order,
Paspir Gorr NaTi,
(Editor, “ Mittra Vildsa,”)
Secretary for Hindus,

At another mecting held under the auspices of Pandit
Gopi Ndth, in the Hari Guydna Mandira, it was pro-
pused that the following Pandits be elected to form the
Exceutive Committee of the Anushdsana Sabhd on behalf
of the Hindu Community »— '

1. Gusain Pandita Gaurt Shankara, President or the
Sabhd Nayaka (8FIra) 2, Pandita Bhagwan Dds, 3.
Pandita Rupa Chandra, 4. Pandita Braj Lal. 5. Pandita
Raghunath. 6, Paundita Lalo LAl 7. Pandita Nanda L4l
8. Pandita Gowardhana., 9. Pandita Nathu Réwm. 10. Paun-
dita Jandrdana, 11, Pandita Beni Roam, 12, Pandita
Shiva Dayalu, 13, Pandita Uttam Chandra CGaur, 14,
Pandita Gangd Vishnu., 15, Pandita Tcjo Bhaun, 16,
Pandita Pahar Chandra. 17, Pandita Lakshmi Dhara.
18, Pandita Govind Rdama. 19, Pandita Kashi Réma.
20. Paundita Nagin Chandra. 21. Pandita Khushdl Réma.
22, Pandita Gauri Shankara Jetli, 23, Paudita Har Datta.
24, Pandita Dharma Chandra, 235, Pandita Salch Dayalu,

26, Pandita Gopi Nétha, Secy. (@(E[[ELTPJ)
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This book, by Dr. Nobin Chunder Paul, will prove a
useful one to the students of Indian Materia Medica, 1t
takes some fifty or more prevalent Indian discases, and
having arranged them alphabetically, gives their appro-
priate vegetable remedies with doses.

Many of these remedies remain untried and unstudied
by the modern schnol of medicine which has sprung up
under the care of the Indian Government. ‘

The number of remedies given is very great and ap-
pears to have been compiled from various sources, for it is
far beyond the power of one man to have studied the
action of onec-fourth of the drugs given in this book,

Sufficient information, as to the various stages of dis-
ease in which the remedies should be used, is not given
to make the work of any use as a hand-book, except to
advanced students of medicine ; for some of the doses
recommended would not, in some states of the system, be
unattended by danger.

The real use of this work appears to consist in the
very complete eatalogue which has been compiled of In-
dian medicinal herbs and the suggestions it contains as to
the discases in wliich these remedies are likely to prove
uscful,

If students would each sclect a few remedies or a
group of drugs having somewhat similar actions, by
carcfully tabulating the results obtained by their adminis-
tration, both in health and discase, the relative power and
value of many little known drugs might be determined.
The really valuable ones would then hecome vevealed, and
some of the less nseful eliminated.

Such an enormous armoury of weapons is given to
select from, that the physician might well be puzzled
which to choose when bronght face to face with the dis-
case he had to combat. TFor dimmrhea and dysentery
85 drugs arc cnumerated.  For intermittent fever, fifty-
three are mentioned either as useful or specifie. Thirty-
four anthelmintic remedies are given, but, except in a
fow instances the species of worm on which these reme-
dies are to act is not indicated.

The work, however, does not pretend to be a complete
system of medicine, and as far as it goos it is » very uscful
addition to our knowledge of Indian dimgs and their
action. This branch of art appears to be less studied
now than formerly ; great strides have been lately made
by medical science in the more accurate diagnosis of
discase, while the materia medica and therapeuntics have
been a good deal neglected, so that any work done in this
direction will be of use and a publication like the pre-
sent should have the cffeet of showing how much there is to
be done.”

The above opinion on the work is from the pen of a well-
known Anglo-Indian military surgeon ; and the author, it
should be added, is no other than the Dr. N. C. Paul,
whose interesting Treatise on the Yoga Philosoply has
been republished in these columns.  We were under the
impression that he was dead, but it how scems that he
still swrvives at a green old age, respected and beloved
by his countrymen of Bengal for his patriotism, and
tireless and unostentatious charity.—ED, THRos,

BIIARAT-DIPIKA OR THE LAMP OF BHARAT, ITAS BEEN
received just as we were going to press, so that we cannot
give a more detailed notice. It purports to be a monthly
magazine of general literature and rescarch.  From the
crrsory glance we have been able to give, it scems to be a
promising little journal, full of readable matter and to fill
an unoccupicd corner of the field of jowrnalism.  We wish
it every success. It is published at Lahore and in the
Hindi langnage by Pandit Gopi Néth, Editor of the
« Mittra Vilasa,”
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TITE SCIENTIFIC BASIS OF SPIRITUALISM,

Having already (p. 139, vol. ii.) borne testimony to
the admirable moral qualities and intellectual endow-
ments of our lamented friend, the late Epes Sargent, it
woulil almost suffice for us to announce the appearance of
his evowning psychological work, The Seientific Basis of
Spirvitualism, to give our readers an idea of its merits.
From the beginning to the close of Mr. Sargent’s busy
literary life, whatever he did was well done. Though a
man of strong convictions, he yet showed throughont an
carnest determination to state his case fairly and without
oftensive combativeness—a talent we honestly envy. He
became a Spiritualist ouly under the pressure of hard
facts that he could not explain away, and since then has
been jotting down for reference instead of merely seeing
and forgetting like many others, the proofs that Spiritual-
ism offers to the man of science that it is worth investi-
gating.  The fruits of this niethodieal industry have, as
we stated in our rccent notice of his death, been given
to the world in the form of threc of the most useful books
upon the subject. Mr, Sargent had no feeling of anta-
gonism to Theosophy.  With many enlightened Spiritnal-
ists hie expressed his entire readiness to join us when he
sliould be convinced of the Theosophical theory of the
mediumistic phenomena by as unanswerable proofs as
those which had made him what he was. And, as from
the nature of things, these proofs were not available out-
side the closed cirele of Asiatic mystics whom he could
not visit, he took up an attitude of friendly yet ncutral
good-will, maintaining correspondence to the Jast with his
Theosophic friends.

In his Scientific Basis, Mr, Sargent makes such an array
of both logic and phenomena as to silence, if not convinee,
the sceptical man of science who would sneer medium-
ism down as a sort of child’s play for servant-girls and
school-boys. Tt isa book to be thought over as well as
read by every real student of Psychology. We commend
it most heartily to such, notwithstanding that, from hav-
ing been more favoured than the lamented author with
opportunitics to learn the real cause of the mediumistic
phenomena, we differ with him as to the nccessary agency
thercin of the spirits of the dead. Messrs. Colby and
Rich, the publishers, will accept our thanks for the copy
of the worl we have received.

WE ARE MUCH INDEBTED TO KAVI SAVITA NARAYAN
Ganpati Narayan for presenting to us a copy of his work
called  Alankdr Chandrika. 1t is arceent publication,
uscful to poets and lovers of fine literature, from the pen
of one who is well known among the Gujarathi community
for lis abilitics, both as a poct and a keen observer of
things that happen to pass under his observatiou. Tho
work is very claborate and so far as we can judge, is an
improvement on the “ Alankdri prarcesh” by the celebrat-
ed poct Narmdédshankar Lalshankar which treats of the
same subject ; and its perfect scientific treatment unques-
tionably entitles the author to very high praise. The
“ Alankar Chandrikd,” contains (110) one hundred and ten
Alankédrs or fioures which are well explained after the
manner of Brijbhdshé and other Sanskrit authors, famed
for their diseriminative powers and subtle nnderstanding,

P. A

PARAGRAPH FLASHES FROM THE IFOUR
QUARTERS.

“ CHEMISTS MAVE DISCOVERED THAT TIHE PRESENCE OF
very minute quantities of certain substances in certain liquids
may be detected by means of the electric spark and a pheto-
graphic apparatus, If the coloring matter known ns anthracene
is mixed with fifty millions times its weight of alcohol, the
presence of ihe color ig shown by a photograph, which will
show the characteristic baunds of the absorbed rays pertaining
to anthracene,” This is interesting news indeed—for tectotalers,
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A SAD PROOF OF TIIE DECLINE OF FAITI MAY BE SEEN IN
the following exiract from a pious correspondent of the Weekly
Register. 11e complains in an article about Teo XTILL that “ the
reecipts of Peter’s Pence for 1880 have fallen off by 1,000,000
of franes. Tor the year 1879, they were abmost 4,000,000
franes.  In the last year they were scarcely 3,000.000.
It is of absolutc wueceessity that the faithful throughont
the world should provide for the Ilead of the Cathoelic

Choreh, becauso the Ttalian Revolution has sacrilegiously
robbed him of all his vights and of all his revenues,

There is no priest on carth poorer than the Viear of Christ,”
writes the corregpondent.

And so it should beif that “ Viear” is a follower of Christ
and not of Mammon.  The “ Son of Man ” hath not where to
lny bis head” But it does scem easier to preach  Lay not
np for yourselves treasurves upon carth,” &e., than enforeo tho
precept by personal practice.

At tne Premrstoric Coxariess WHICH LATELY MET AT
Lisbon an interesting report wasread in regard to some dis-
coveries recently made among the ruins of anancient Portuguese
c¢ity, whicliis suppozed to have been of Celtie origin. The
city must have been quite extensive. Massive circular walls,
gfreets, squares, large architectural monnments, and many
dwellings have already been unenrthed, which, for more than
twenty centuries, have been buried deep below aceumulated
debris, soil, and rich vegetation.  The explorers among  these
ruins ave fast laying open to the world the habitations of
ancient people, among which quite a primitive state of civilisation
must have existed, but one whose architecture, plastic orna-
mentations, sculptured monuments, and profuse inscriptions
point to a somewhat advanced state of art and industry, and
reeall in many of their characteristics the civilization and
religious ecremonies of India and China. The question naturally
avises, is it possible that the tribes who built this and other
neighbonring cities, whose roius are known fo exist, emigrated
oviginally from central or eastern Asia, passed westward
through all the intermediate nations of Western Asinand Eastern
Lurope, until they arvived at the impassable barrier of the broad
Atlantiz before they finally settled down to build new and
permanent howes '— The Bombay Gazette, :

’

Tne “Ixpray Astiouary,” Por Arnin, 1IN ADDITION TO
oviginal articles by such eminent anthorities as Max Miiller, Dr,
Keilhorn, My, Fleet of the Bombay Civil Serviee, and Professor
Beal, contains two essays, both of them written in this country,
which dizplay a quite exceptional amount of acenrate scholarship
and critical ingenuity.  In the one, Pandit Bhagwan  TLal coni-
menees a scarching re-examination of the famous rock inserip-
tions of Asoka, the most ancient and the most valuable records
of the kind that exist in the country. Much light has heen
thrown upon their interpretation by the labours of Prinsep and
Wilson, Kert and Burnouf, and move recently lithographed
copics of (heut bave been published by General Cunningham
in his Corpus Inseriptionum Indicarum.  DBut his transeripts,
though edited with much eare and trouble, and far better than
any that preceded them, ave still susceptible of many improve-
mentg, and eannot be accepted as of final anthovity.  The pub-
lieation of onc of the Paudit's most ingenions discoveries has
been anticipated by M. Senart, writing in the Jowrnal Asiatique;
Lut lis remarks throughont indicate an exactness of method
and a refinement of comparative eriticism which conld not be
surpassed by any Kuropean commentator. Itisno slight triumph
for a Mindu palmographer to lave made a material contribution
to the right understanding of those difficnilt monuments, which
aro recognized as being the most precious witnesses that we
have, both to the religious and linguistic phenomena, and the
Lome and foreign history of ancient India.—-7"he Pioreer.

T “SALVATION ARMY” APPEARS TO BE THE NAME OF A
new body of Revivalists. We would like to enquire whether
blasphemy under the guise of veligious ferver can bo carried
any favther, or a paper published in a mad-housc contain a more
insane phraseology! We copy the following from the Pioneer:i—
The following are extracts from the provineial reports of the
Taster number of the IFar-City, the Gazette of the Salvation
Avmy —Aeerington (Captain Thurrman).—Tast week was
gloricus,  On Good Ifriday we had a ITallelujah Tesn, which
was o grand success, and one poor backslider wept his way to

Calvary. Saturday Free-and-1asy Meeting  grand ; three
souls. ~ Sunday was the best day we have had 3 our Soldicrs

came up well to the help of the Lovrd. Iundreds soon sur-

rounded us, but were very good, instead of throwing bricks and
stones at us, they threw money into the ring to help ns to pay
the rent of the Darracks.  When I eried, ¢ Wanted ! wanted !
recruits for the 53th Royal Bloodwashed Regiment to fight
Satan and sin,” many followed us to omr Barracks, and when
they were t~Id t:e conditions on which they could enlist, and
the pay they wounld receive, seven enlisted in our ranks deter-
mined to fizht for God—two or three of them heing old desert-
ers.  Newcastle (Captain Smart).—The Secrotary writes :—
“ Sunday was  a mighty day, the power of God at
every meeting,  Grand open-air processions ; heavy fiving
victory ! vietory ! Theatre packed at night, God moving in
every part of the building, sinners quaking and erying for
merey. and twenty precious, womnded souls lying at the Master's
feet, @ot bleseedly saved.  Sheffield (Captain Longstaff).—
Glorious times, sinners saved.  Wo have had a cuceessful tea,
goodly numbers.  After tea, great mceeting, chair taken by a
vicar.  Major Cadman with uz, Place crammed, lots of peo-
ple could not get in. At the close of the meeting, sinners
erying for merey.  Some men, who had been to the Sheffield
ITandicap, were now working for Jesus.

A ost wosprrrurn Discovery !1—It is siated that the
Duthil author is husy on a book which will prove to all candid
readers that Giaclic was the language used by Tubal Cain and
the builders of the Tower of Babel, and that ¢ I'ree Church
prineiples” were fiest proclaimed and ineculeated by the first
founders of ancient Egypt.—People’s Jonwrnal.

Curious Discrosunes 1v Grerx Crurical Lire.—Some
curious traits of Greek orthodox clerical life may be gleaned
from the following narrative, veeently published by a leading
Viennese contemporary, In one of the larger villages of
Thossaly, until very lately, the religious requirements of its
inhabitants were provided for by two popas, whose sleek and
comfortable appearance indicated that theiv cure musl be an
exceptionally remunerative one. A peripatetic Greek priest,
happeuing to pass through the village, paid his respects to his
reverend brethren 3 and their well-to-do aspeet suggested to
him the idea that a congregation able to support two popas in
such splendid condition would surely be equal to the mainte-
nance in clover of a third. 1le, therefore, announced his inten-
tion of settling dawn professionally in the pavish ; but tho resi-
dent popag, insteal of welcoming their new coadjitor with open
arms, betook themselves to the bishop of the diocese, and laid
before that dignitary such cogent arguments—among them a
canvas hag containing two thousand piastres in gold—-against the
contemplated infringement of their parochial monopoly that the
good prelate undertook to expel the intruder by speeial deerce.
While, however, he was deawing out the promised docmment,
the new comer ealled upon him and deposited three  thousand
piastres on his Grandeut’s table.  erenpon the hishop changed
the wording of his decree in such sort that it read as authoris-
ing the third popa to practise his sacred office in the village,
Armed with this document the ccelesinstic went back in trinmph
to hiz new parish.  Qn the follawing Sunday he proceeded to
ofliciate in the local ehnreh for the first time-—and the last ; for,
whilst administering the sacramant, he partook of the conseerat-
od wine, and as a strong  dose of poison had heen wixed with it
by his colleagues, he expired shortly after the conclusion of the
service.— Daily Telegraph.

Axorier MISREPRESENTATION 1IN A LoxpoN PAPER oF TiE
« AMinister ” that will make the Indian Mirror “ sad and
melanclioly ” is the anniversary of the Bralimo Somaj that has
just been celebrated at Caleutta 3 but the suceess of the demons-
tration was to some extentmarred by the vagaries of Babu Keshub
Chunder Sen, whao, although he is now disavowed by the ma-
jority of his former followers, still regards himself as leader of
the movement. Keshuly Chunder Sen, in the judgment of many
of his old disciples, has partially relapzed futo Paganism. Ilis
last act has been to introduce into hischureh o ved flag, which
is supposed to symbalise the blood of martyrs ; and at the same
time ho has made it the centre of a fantastic cvremonial.  The
Brakmo Public Opinion states that Mr. Sen himself fanned
the flag with a clamur ov yak-tailed duster, as people generally
fan their idols, while ¢ the other inissionaries went round it
with lightsin their hands in imitation of the idolatrous ccre-
mony ealled arati”  ‘The seceders from  Keshul Chander Sen
denotee all this as® idle mummery”— Daily News.
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A CILERGYMAN COMMITTED FoR
tho Tunbridge Police-conrt, the Riv. Tlugh Tdward Blakeley
Allen, thirty-cight, a clergyman of the Church of Bngland,
was charged  with obtaining by false pretences sundry  goods,
moncy, &e., of the value of £13 10x, with intent fo cleat
and defraud Mr. W, AL Kirhy, of the Bull 1lotel, Tuubridee,

Sergeant Lane, KL.C.C., said that he apprehended  the
prisoner on leaving  Reading  Gozl, where he had heen
undergoing four months” hard labour for false pretences.

The prisover, who fold a lengthy tale about giving way fo
temptation, was committed for teial at the Quarter Sessions,—
(Zimes) —_—

A Crercgyman coxvicreb  or  rnerr.—At  Maidstono
Assizes, John Slater Nye, a clergyman of the Church of
England, formerly viear of CGaddesby, Leicestershire, was
charged with stealing a very large quantity of jewellery.

It appeared that the prisoner, who was upp:n'cntly at thoe
time curate of Marvden, Kent, went to the shop of the prozecutor,
a jeweller at Tonbridge, and obinined the articles, consisting of
o diamond ring, valued at £27 10s, another of £25 value,
two other vings of £20 and £18 respectively, somn silver
gpoons and forks value £46, a wateh and chain valued at 18
guineas and £7 10s. respectively, and two bracelets at £7 and
£4 10s., under the pretence that they were wanted for a lady
to select from.  This was in November, 1880, Lut by the 2ud
of December they were all pledeed in London.  On this latter
day the prisoner obtained another lot of jewellery, including a
wateh and chain at 25 guineas and £7 10s, two bracelets nt 80
guineas and £40, sud a necklet at three guineas from  the pro-
secutor 3 and these articles were hnmedintoly p]edgcd with o
Mr. Vanghan in Tondon. The jury veturned a verdict of
“ guilty 7 of stealing,

T CrimixaL Conpitioxy or Itany.-—An able exposition
of tlic moral condition of Italy has just been published by the
Commemnidatore Medardo Masino, Substitute-Procurator General
of the King for the Turin Court of Appeal.  This work is a
reproduction of the addressdelivered by Masino ut the opening
of the judicial session : and althongh contined to the district of
Turin, shows a frichtful list of erimes.  Amongst othiers are
1,059 forgeries, B3 bankrupteies, 52 crimes against decency,
100 homicides and mortal woundings, 1,887 simple woundings,
28 infanticides, 9 eases of poisoning, 21 assassinations, 434
eases of arson, 129 suicides, and many erimes of other charac-
ters and grades.  According to officinl statisties, Ttaly, besides
liaving on an average 400,000 erimes a year, and a prison
population of 80,000, notwithstanding the facilities of provi
sional liberty, thiscountry surpasses any other in assaults upon
the person of individuals.  In four years and nine months,
according to the latest sintistics, 16,243 homicides, between
those consummafed and those which faited, have ocenrved 3
there have been 165,673 wounndings between serious and minor
wounds ; 343.723 vobberies of various kinds.  Masino says that
with regard to condemnations for crimes of assault with intent
to kill, the proportion in Italy is two more than in Sweden,
three more than in Austria, between three and four mote  than
in France and Belginm, fourteen more than in Ireland, and
sixteen more than in England,  And he also points ont that it
is not from the ranks of the ignorant that criminals chictly
proceed. ¢ Itis sad to see,” he writes,
that for a thousand idiots, who are delinquents, more than double
this number are instructed, thus belonging to the class favoured by
fortune and not uneducated ; and that evimes against property are
to-day the work of many associations, the fruit of premeditated
fraud, of the abuse of trust amongst ciployes, and that even those
against public confidence are on  the increase. (Aud he asks 0
Can the wise man, from penal sanction alone, promise himself the
extinction of the incentive to crime ! Can the doctrines of a fatal-
istic pantheism—the deadly pavent of the delinquent man and of
« jpresistible force™ - can those of a sensnal naterialism, of a rebel-
lious vationalism, bring forth other fruits than thoso whicli the
penal registers record I Can Lhe theatres, the Press, the :s'hmnelgss
prints, the houses, the refuges, and the temples of a mnltlf'on}l vice
enkindie anghtelse but adultery, rape and corrnption 7 Will not
the cherished hatred and the sudden fury continue to he made
manifest in deadly woundings, in calumnies, defamations, and
libels 2—( Weekl y Register. )

The population of Christian Italy, all told, being a little over
thirty millions, we would be glad to learn the exact per cent. of the
arimes committed yearly among the 240 millions of thrice-heathen
ludia ! - Epn. Truros.

A Crericar, Lisen Sutt has been tried in Mareh last, in
the ITigh Court of Justice in London —of one Rev. Chamber-
laine (Clerk) v. Barnwell (Clerk):

The Attorney-General, Mr, Charles Russell, Q. C., M,
Gulley, Q. C., and Mur. ITenry Kisch were counsel for tho
plaintift' s Sir John Ilolker, Q. C., Mr. A. Collins, Q. C., and
Mr. Pitt Lewis appeared for the defendant.

It isan action of libel and slander brought by the rector of
Keevil, Wilts, agningt a neighbouring clergyman, who resides at
Melkshamn, but hasno eure of souls.  Thae libels complained of
were contained in two letters, writfen on Ociober 4 and 18,
1877, to Admiral Chads, a nephew of the plaintiff; and imputed
to the plaintiff horid and vunataral depravity

Evidence was adduced in support of the alleged charges of
immorality and indeceney made against the plaintift, the details
of which are obviously wnfit for publication.

The rest of the evidence found “fit for publication ” in the
London paper, iz, however, found totally wnfit for our pages.
We adduce these eases simply with the philosophical object of
inquiring how much the nefarious year 1881 and the sun spots
may have to do with this increase of clerieal crimes? There is
an Archdencon in the Divorce Court, to answer a suit brought
by his wife seeking for judicial separation on the plea of im-
morality,  Rev. Wentworth Dunbar, the Avchdeacon, got in
1877, ¢ the appointment of an Archdeaconry in the East Indies,
and thither he went to fulfil the duties of it. Ilis wife accom-
panied him.  In consequence of ill-health, ho returned to this
conntry in 1877, and in the following year he took a propric-
tary chapel in Tavistock-place, where o introduced a service
of his own, and conducted the service of the Church of England
ina very florid manner.  Ultimately he got very muel into
debt, whicl his wife paid off.  After he commenced the sec-
viees at that chapel his manuer to his wife was, according to tha
learned counsel, tndifferent and dizrespeetful. The learned comn-
sel then went on to state that during the years 1878 and 1879,
while the respondent was conducting the services of that churely,
Miss Blake and a Miss Poote frequently visited him in the
vestry after the services, where they vemained alone for an
liour or two. It was also alleged that lie was in tho habit of
viziting one of those ladies at a house in Gloucester-place,
Myde-park. ......cte. ete. ete.”  Let us drop the enrtain, Why
does not some one semd missionaries to theso reverend sinners
instead of sending them all to the heathen !

We may conclude with a ¢ Traffic in Relies from tho
Glasgow 1Weekly Mail.  The Pope has lately upset the
arrangements  of  certain  ceelesinsiics  in his  entourage,
inelnding, 16 is sald, a cardinal, who have been traflicking
in the sale of fabricated relics to the numerous pilgrims
who flock to Rome. There is a rvemarkable coincidence
between this  seandal and another which has disturbed the
serenity of the Russian convent at Periaslav——a  monastery
in high repute, sinee it posscsses the relies of St. Blacarius.
The superior of the cstablishment ia the DBishop of Poltawa.
As he has no eathedral, pilgrims flock in large crowds to
the convent chapel. A young monk named Vassilicf murdered
tho treasurer of the convent amd escaped with his spoil,
but he was subsequently captured and has just been condemned
to hard labour for life iu the Siberian mines,  The
prisoner made some curious revelations—how the monks
kept up  their nightly revels with  the female pilgrims,
and how they cleared 15,000 roubles every year by the
sale of old wags, nails, and biis of ecrumbling wood as
relies and  fragments of the frue crosz. This testimony,
however suspicions, was fully corroborated by the evidence
of the other monks.  "The “Sect of the Makarajas” of Bombay
would find a congenial home in that Christian monastery.
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TIE WORK OF TIIIL THEOSOPHICAL
SOCIETIES.
THE PRESIDENT-FOUNDER AT CEYLON.

“ GarLe, 27th, April.—Colonel Oleott and Professor Bruce
landed last evening from the P. & O. steamer ¢ Khiva' which
arrived from Bombay, The jetty was crowded with a large
number of natives, and about one hundred scliwol boys from the
Theozophical school at Magnlla. White eloth was spread from
the jetty to the enrriage. The Colonel and his ecompanion were
driven in a waggon to Magalla, where a house had been  pre-
pared for theiv reception. It is supposed that Professor Bruce
lias come to inspect the Theosophical schools.”-~The Ceylon
Observer, April 28, 1881,

Batvacts from the President's letters to the Bombay
’ Head-quarters.

GALLE, 28th April 1861.—......“ Same cordial welcome
as before.  Landing-place erowded, white cloths laid down
for us to walk upon, some three hundred boyst of our
schools wearing rosettes, in a procession to meet us,
Lodged most comfortably in the upper floor of Mr. Simon
Perera, F.I.S’s bungalow by the sca-shore, where last
year the convention of the Buddhist priests, was held
The very first thing I got by post was—a Christian tract !
So that put the mateh to the train, and Mr, Bruce com-
posed an anti-Christian tract.—“ Why I am not a Christ-
1an.”......It is to be sold for a penny or two for the hene-
fit of the education fund,

My general plan of work I have sketched out. T mean
to raise as much for that fund as possible. I have ealled
n council of a tew of our Dbest men to perfect all the de-
tails, and I shall then begin at the extrome south—
Matara and Tangalle—and visit every distriet in the whole
Island—probably in company of the Rev. Megattiwatte of
Colombo, and Rev. Smmanatissa of Galle, and Mr. Bruce.

Yesterday we examined our school. It was most inter-
esting. Mottoes of weleome on the walls ; onr double
triangle, in red, everywhere ;a verse of welcome in challc
on cach of a half-dozen black boards ; the boys all stand-
ing at attention ; outside the building a great sign “ The
Theosophical Buddhist School” in English and Singlhalese,
—1 tell you it warmed the very fibres of my leart to sce
these signs of onr having done some real, substantial good
to the “ wretched heathen.”

Thursday, May 12, Colombo :—“ T lectured at the
College last evening to an audience of about five hundred.
All day the rain had descended in torrents, and  the light-
ning and thunder had been terrifie. T expected nobody, but
the rain ceased at about 4, and when I began my speech
at 6, the above number had assembled. I had in my hand
a paper on which the High Priest, the Rev. Sumangala
had entered all the les about the Theosophical Socicty,
I was to refute, and T went at it strong. I defied every-
body, Christian or otherwise, that had anything to say
either about the Theosophical Society or ourselves, to

* At the desire of many of our Fellows, wo havo of late begun to add a
Supplement to each of our Numbers to keep our Branches and members
informed monthly of our work and the progress of onr Society. Wo tako
this opportunity to request all our Branch Socicties (those who desiro to
remain unknown, Leing, of course, excluded) to send us oceasionally such
information regarding the work ef their respective Branches as may be
eonsidered desirable for publication,

+ We have about 600 boys, now in our Ceylon Schonls,

come on the platform like men and say it to my face.
I was standing there for the very purpose of answering
charges, &e.  But although I had received a warning and
threatening letter from a Christian that day, not a sowl
dared open his mouth.® |....co...ovieiiinn.i.

Cresssstesasrersase

B R TR NN

At Colombo as at Galle, some members of our Societies ag
Messrs, Andrew  Perera, De  Silva, Abrew and a half
dozen more are indefatigable. Things are very en-
couraging.  The journal of the Colombo Society supports
itsclf and defends us and onr common cause every weck.
There is a very comfortable liead-quarter with a lecture-
hall, reception-room, slecping-rooms, kitchen, bath, etc.
In short, the Socicty isalive and doing what it can, thanks
to its devoted and encrgetic President—Mr, A. Pevera.”

Theso letters are corroborated by the following extracts
from the Ceylon T'imes :—

D R I I I I P I T TSP, tessanse

Porutar Epucatiox ror Tie NartiveEs.—The presence
once more in Ceylon of Colonel Oleolt, this time accompanicd
by a Mr. Bruce, a Scoteh Educationist, is explained by his
intention to establish schoals amongst the people of the country
who hy their religious feelings are prevented attending the
schools of Missionary Societies. Tt is intended in short to work
on ground hitherto unoecupicd, and to impart instruction of an
clementary yet thoroughly practieal character. In orvder to
provide the funds neecessary for this purpose, Colonel Oleott
proposes to deliver n course of lectures, admission to which
shall hie by tickets to be sold atan almost nominal priee. The
first of these will be given on Friday next at the Kelani Temple,
the day of the anunal festival, and another will be delivered at
the College at Maligakande. In connection with this eduea-
tional work a series of elementary school-books will le printed
in the vernacular, and in English, and this alone, if carefully
carried out, will prove a great boon to the people, especially if
popular practical knowledge is dealt with in the series. Mr,
Bruce who has just veturned from a tour through China, Japan,
and portions of India, intends to remain some time in Ceylon
in order to be present at the initiation of the scheme, the funds
towards which will La vested entirely in the hands of Singhalese
Trustees, three in cach pravinece, and these Trustees will ses to
the proper distribution of the mouies for the educationnl work
of their own province.”— Times, May 11.

“ Vigws ANp Praxs or Tne Tueosormsrs.—On the
11th instant, about 7 p. m., n leeture was delivered to a large
audienee, by Col. T, S. Oleott, at the Widdyodaya College.
The ITigh Priest Sumangala presided. The object of the
lecture was to notice and answer slanders circalated by the on-
ponents of the Theosophical Society. TIe announced that he
had come again to proceed with ths work where it was dropped
last time. DBut belore touching upon that question, he said
that it was necessary to answer a series of questions that his
friends had deafted, in veference to various false rumours that
had been set afloat by those who had not had the cournge to
come forward when he was last in Ceylon, but had used the
safe cover of the local papers when lie was hundreds of miles
away. As Buddha zays © There never was, there is not, nor
will there ever be in this world a man of total repute or dis-

* And tho Missionary ovgans, like tho ZLuckuow Witness and others,
denotinee us yet for our lack of sympathy for the padris and Christian
converts | For six years we have to fight step by step, falschoods, slanders
and vilification invented with tho solo object of making the publie
lose every confidence inthe Theosophical Socicty. And all that in the name
of the Dible, which conimands.—““ Thou shalt not bear false witness,” and
in that of Christ, of Him who, represented as the wmeckest and tho most
forgiving of all men, is said to have died for humanity to save the world
from sin I Vorily more crimes are perpetrated, and felse cvidenee daily
givon in the name of the “ meck Nazarene” by his followers, than thero ever
was among those Jews and heathen ho ealled—u ‘¢ generatioon of vipors |
Can T'RUTH ovor need such weapons {—ED, 'I'HE0S,
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repute,” nnd he, the speaker, was well aware that in undertaking
such o task as this he would not eseape abuse.  With the motive
of organising societies to promote the idea of Universal Brother-
hood, and among other things to propagate Buddhism, he said
he had left his native land, his relatives and friends, and had
given up the practice of law which yiclded him an income of
£200 per mensem ; and  for this sacved cause of Universal
Brotherhood he isready to sacrifice all his power, and even his
life in caxe that shoull be necessary. It was also asked
whether the parent socicty is Buddhistic or not. The reply
was yes and no. As the two founders of the socicty are Buddhists,
and the pure motive of the society is to promote Universal
Brotherhood, and among other things to promulgate Buddhism,
the lecturer said that the pavent society may be said to be
Buddhist.*  But as it is also composed of Zoroastrians, 1lindus,
Jews, Mahomedang, Christians, Free-thinkers, Atheists &c., he
said the Society is in that sense un-Buddhistic. 1Ience the
object of enlisting Buddhists in the Society, was to organisc
purely as Buddhists, to promote the best interests of their own
religion.  Ile had been asked the reason why the money rea-
lised from iuitintion fees had not been left behind them in Ceylon
lust year when the Theosophical party returned to Bombay.
Socicties are supposed to be supported by their income, and
income is derived from initiation fees, dues, &e. ? So fur from
any one muking a profit out of the fees of the DBuddhists ov
any other class of members, he, the speaker, and his good
colleague  Madame Blavatsky, had given ont of their own
private resources towards the Society’s support, since lst
December, 1878, ¢ no less than Rs. 20,000, besides all theiv
time and labour.”  'I'lie speaker exhibited in proof the audited
account of the Treasurer of the Theosophical Society.  With
regard to the symbol of the double triangle, he said the first
trinngle in a Buddhist sense represents Matter, Law, their
products, the second Ignorance cleaving to cxisting objects,
and merit and demerit—also the word « Om” is a sacred word
among the Chaldeans, llindus, Jains, that represented the
formless principle in Nature.  Tn Tibet, the sacred words ave
“ Om mane Padmeliom.” O the jewel in the lotus (i e, the
self-creative force in the Kosmos), That is cternal Law
resides in mattery and causes it to tuke on its various forms.
But * Om” iz really a word of the deepest mystical import, and
its meaning is known only to those high proficients in** oceult”
science, called by the Buddhists, Arhats, and by others Ly
other nmmes.  With many quotations  from  scveral Sutras,
and examples drawn from Buddha’s life, the lecturer dwelt
Jargely upon caste prejudices, and showed to the Buddhists
Liow antagonistic its exercisc is to the teachings of Buddhn, and
also showed themn that schools for edueating Buddhist children
are essentinlly vequived.  1f the Buddhists neglect this, this-
very College, and  the Pansalag and Dharmasalas in Ceylon,
would in process of time become places of Chwistian worship.
e added that the Buddhist Brancl of the Theosophical Society
is going to raise funds for establishing Buddhist schools, and
when the money is colleeted it will be deposited in Banks uu-
der the supervision of respectable trustees. The trustees already
appeinted for the Southern Province, he said, are Edmund
Guneratna Muodlyar and Mr. Simon  Perera.  Speaking at
Jength of the work done by the Society during the last year,
and promising to speak before them again on this subject at
Keluni on the full-moon day, and at Moratua on Sunday vext,
the lecture was brought to a close at 9 p. m. After a vote of
thanks to the lecturer by the Rev, 1I. Devamiita, the large
crowd dispersed.”—Ibid, May 16.

Lvuearion ror tui Minniox.—On Sunday, the 22ud
instant, al 3 pany, o lecture for raising funds for establishing
Buddhist schools, was delivered by Col. Oleott at the Rev,

* PThe Neporter must have misanderstood o Prevident,  T'he Parent
Society cannof be xaid to be Buddhist” sinee («) it is move nusectariomn
than any of its branches, aml(h) its numerous body being composed of
members who prefessing the most-widely separated crecds--many of thein
are liberal Christians, Mahomedans, Hindus, Parsces, &e.—while others and
the greater number are materialists and spiritualists The ¢ Parent Society”
is not composed only of the two Founders (now in India) and the Record-
ing Sceretary, thesc three alone heing openly  Burkdbists, but of other
original Founders who are scattered about America and Europe, and of mem-
bers, half a dozen or so of whom also profess that faith and *¢ take refugein
Buddha.” But even tho fact of the two Founders being heldhists does not
make them respect any the less for it the Vedas and especially the Vidanta,
After as much study as we could give to it, wo came to tho firm conviction
that Vedantism and Buddbism were two synonymous, necarly identienl
philesophics, in spivit, if not in practice and interpretation. The Vedanta
system i3 but transcendental or so to say spiritualized Buddhism, while tho
Jatter iv rational or even pradice! Yedantisn, DBetween the tweo stauds
Sankys philosophy,

Subhutie’s Temple aé Wellawatta, and the Rev. M. Gunananda
presided on the occasion.  The lecture was well interpreted by
Mvr. Proctor Goonegckara of Galle.” (Ceylon Times May, 24.)

News coming from Australia, which are sure to please
our Buddhist Brethren in Ceylon, speak also of the work
of the Theosophists in that fair Island.  In the Iarbinger
of Light cdited at Melbourne, by our estcemed friend
and Brother W, H. Terry, Esq., member of our General
Council, and the representative of the Theosophical Society
in the Australian Colonies, we find the following :—

“ By the last Suez mail we are in receipt of a photograph
of the Theosophical Society’s Buddhist School at Point de
Galle, where a reform in the right divection was initiated and
is now in active operation, viz.,, the Redemption from Dblind
Christinnity to rational Buddhism of the Singhalese ‘vising
generntion”  On account of European influence in Ceylon the
religious feaching of the youth in the principal cities had,
until recently, been almost monopolised by the Missionaries
of the Catholic and Protestant Christian Churches, but sinee
the revival of DBuddhism, oceasioued Ly the visit of the Theo-
gophical embassy last year, three schools have been started in
connexion with the Society’s branches in Ceylon, the * Galle’
one alone numbering about 300 scholars,

“ Buddhism is a pure Theism*  combined with the highest
morality, a religion caleulated to expand the higher faculties
of the mind, and exempt from the soul-binding dogmas witl
which the Christinn system is weighted.

“The picture contains portraits of about 250 of the seliolars,
of good physique and having fine intelligent faces, it muy be
seen at the office of this paper.  Aunnexed is the letter from
our friend and brother, D. K. Mavalankar, IS¢q., which accom-
panied it.”

THE ITNINDU SADITA.
InavGURATED AD. 1880.—KaArL1 Lra 4882,
Affiliated to
THE TIIEOSOPIIICAL SOCIETY, BOMBAY.

The wembers of the Sabha will endeavovr their best :—

L. To cite irom the Vyasiyam or the teachings of Vyasa,
authorities for any doctrine ov practice, which they may uphold,
or against any which they may oppose.

2. To give certifieates of qualification and character to
Jearned priests.

3. To encourage the murringe of givls after puberty and the
re-marriage of child-widows,

4. To promote unity and good-will amongst the sccts and
castes of Indin.

Subscription by Members to the monilly Journal and Vyasi-
yam, per annum, R 5.

Subseribers of Re. 7 or more who are not Members will be
called Iaritons.

Ilindu Subscribers who endeavour to promote the objeets of
the Sabha are Members, and those who simply take some
interest in it arc Patrons,

The Vyasiyam will be issued as a Supplement and separately
paged.—dJouraal of the Hindn Sabha.

The President of the Iindu Scbha, our worthy and
active Brothier M R Ry. A. Saukariah, B.A., Mewber of
our General Council has the following appeal in his
journal:—T'he Hindu Sabha is an Association of educated
Hiudus co-operating for certain specitied objects, aund the
Jowrnal and Vyasiyam are issued only to Members and
Patrons in order to secure a common understanding.  The
quality of this mediun of communication can be improved
at present by their contributing articles and funds.......
The Members and Patrons should always remember that
their subscriptions are given in furtherance of the objects
of the Association and not of a literary speculation.”

* Our csteemed friend is mistaken. Buddhism is no “Theism” since
Buddhists do not believe in a *“ personal god,” and reject altogether Rere-
lution, They ¢ take refuge in Buddha ™ aud call him “Saviour ” not beeauso
they regard him as a god but, on account of the * Enlightened Teacher ”
having saved humauity from the great davkness of superstition, from blind
faith in the teachings of fallible nien and Lelief in their authorvity  Siddar-
tha Buddha ¢ a saviour indeed, for, taking us by tho hand he was tho first
to show us the way to truo saleation— deliverance from the miseries of livman
lif¢ 3 futuro everlasting misery aud cternal bliss depeuding but upon our

gwn personal merits.  11%¢ wre vur own Surionrs.—Ln, THLOS, .
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. Further he says : —

“ Whether Orthodox or educated, the Ilindus have been o
nation of ‘L'heosophists believing in Soul, God, Yog, Vedantism, .
Incantations and ceremonies, and geeking wisdom in the ways
of the spirit.  "The Theosophical Socicty to which the Iindu
Sabha is affiliated exists to study ond support the cause of-
Iindu  philosophy, religion and science, and  bring them
Liome {o all other creeds and races, What is there ¢ omi-
nous” in the allinnce 7 A member of our Sabha is not
pledged to any secreey as such. But in the Om stage
neither a llinda Yogee nor the Theosephical Society will
admit a person to FFel'owship exceept under oaths and tests for
the following reason whiclr obtains also with a kindred sect
called Masonic lodges :—that experiments aund trials in respect
of the Llighest knowledge or true Religion are ofien of tremen-
dous efliciey for good or evil and that the practising initiate
and even adept should be protected from being disturbed by the
vulgar and the civil authoritiecs. When the Knowledge is
gpread and recognised, and the men of Jutrinsic power become
also the officers of Iumwan Law, then all veil will be thrown
aside.  Let us hiasten the advent of the day of the ascendancy of
man’s genuine worth and god’s glorious reign—or move strictly
speaking of the recognition of that ascendancy which alwaysis
and must be,  Valmiki Rishi says that Indrajit was killed aiter
he had been prevented from completing the Nikumbala yogam
n species of samadhi yog.  And our Ilindu readers will call to
mind other accounts to support the necessity for pledges and
secreey in the pursuit of the ‘I'ranscendental Vyasiyam or
Theosophy ....vvue,

It is fenvful to contemplate the hypocrisy or inconsistency of
many a Ilindu who performing the Tonsure, the sradla, the
Muarriage aud  IFuncral ceremonics &e, &e., yet do not care to
know why and on what authority they perform them I We
have told them that Tousure is equivalent to swearing allegiance
t6 the mnation ;that the sradha is swearing alleginnee to tho
Rishis or adept theosophists of the nation whose works whether
the Vedas, the Mimamsa, the Smritis, the DPuranas or Itihnsas
may be ealled the Vyasiyam in honor of Sri Veda Vyasa ; that
ceremonies and prayers esoferically observed invoke the various
powers in the universe ; that our definition of Ilindu is ona
who respecets the Rishis of India and loves the nation devoted
to them ; that open definnce of the Vyasiyam is forfeiture of
caste or separation fromn the national communion ; and that
every eduented indu should acquire as much proficiency as is
possible for him in the Vyasiyam and assist or seck nssistance
from others.  Yet still after the publication of cight numbers
of the Journal we have to confront the anomaly of Ilindus
wishing to know what is the Vyasiyam and who is a Hinda,
We request every oue who has received a copy of the Journal
to read it or lend it to as many lindus as possible and sct those
yuestions at rest forever, for we shall not notice them hercafter
in the pnges of the Journal but treat them as the axioms and
postulates of the Ilinda nation.”

Lditor’s Note.—Our csteemed Brother scems to wonder that
“ afler the publication of cight numbers of the jowrnal” he,
the Editor, has ““ to confront the anomaly of Ilindus wishing
to know what is the Vyasiyam and who is a Hindu.”  Ilis sur-
prize may cool, perhaps, when we have told him, that after siv
years of the Theosophical Socicty’s existence, and after the pub-
lication of tiventy-one numbers of the Throsormst journal, full
of the objects and aims of its Socicty, we encounter nearly daily
the * anomaly” of its Members and Lellows wishing to know
“ what is Theosophy ”and * who or what isa  Theosophist 17
Some of them, we find, laboured under the extraordinary im-
pression that no cooner were they initiated than they would
find themselves able to cross the Ilimalayas astride on a cloud,
converse with the * UNkNowaBLE” face to fuce, or—sceuro at
once au appointment for High Court Judgeship !..,

COLOMBO THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY.
Items for June.

CEYLON NATIONAL FUND FORTHE PROMOTION OF EDUCA-
tion.— On the 5th June, Rev, Megittuwatte and Coloucl
Oleott, accompanied by o delegatione fromn the Colombo
"Theosophical Society, lectured at Negowbo on the subject
of promoting edueation among the Buddhists, which, 1t is
now scen, is indispensable if we are to uphold Buddbism
and restore 1t to 1ts ancient lustre, The lectures had o
signal cffect on the Buddhists of this town, Their

PHELOSOPIIIST.

enthissiasn  dnd  patriotic feclings weré so  aroused
that they at once subscribed Rs. 2,000, and a portion of
this amount was colleeted on the spot.  To meet with
such liberality in Negombo which has long been a strong-
hiold of Catholicisim, is a plain indication of the success
for the noble movenicnt in question.

[July, 1881,

MB. SIMON DE SILVA SENAVIRAINE, VICE-PRESIDENT OF
the Colombo Theosophical Socicly, was-on the 9th June, in-
vested by Governmient with the titular rank of “ Mohan-
diram,” 1 recognition of his literary qualifications, and
able services rendered in the capacity of Interpreter in
the Colomibo Municipal Court. ]

Ilis fellow niembers, in company with Colonel Oleott,
paid a visit to his house on the occasion, and presented
him a silver watch and a gold chain.  An address, in
acknowledging his unselfish co-operation in the interest of
the Socicty, was delivered.

ON THE 127TH JUNE A COMMITTEE 0F THE COLOMBO
Theosophical party, numbering about thirty members,
went with Colonel Oleott to Kotte for a lecture about the
National Fund., They were cordially reccived and hospi-
tably entertained by Mr. S. F. Perera, Vice-President of,
the Socicty. The lecture was delivered by Colonel
Olcott at the Kotte Buddhist Temple, situated within
about half & mile from the Kotte Mission House, The
collection amounted to Rs. 350, and the vernacular school
there which had Dbeen established by Mr. Perera, six
months ago at his own expense, was given in charge to
the Society, It is indecd gratifying to say that he has
taken great interest in the cause, and we cannot but ex-
press our wariiest thanks for his liberality and generous
feelings for the well-being of hLis  countrymen, The
school contains eighty boy pupils ; all formerly attendants
at the Mission School, where they are being perverted
from Buddhism by Christian teaching.”

W, I, W EVESERARA,
Secrelary, Colombo Theosoplical Society.

KANDY THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY.

The Kandy Branch has leased a beautifully situate plot
of ground in the town, from the Natha Dewalé with the
inteution of crecting' a suitable hall thereupon for the
Society’s use when the necessary funds shall be collected.
Seventeen new members have joined the Society since
the last report.

GALLE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY.

The igh School, established last year by the Gallo
Branch, flonrishes as usual, and at the expense of the
Mission Schools.  An ofter ot the appointinent of Prin-
cipad has been made to Mr, Bruce, but that gentleman
has declined for the present, as lie has engagements that
detain him at Colonibo,

THIT 00CULT WORLD.

B3 Messrs, ‘I'rithner announee for publication a hook, with
the title of “The Occult World,” or Indian  Theosoply, by
Mr. A, P, Simnett—(Vice-President of the Theos. Socicty),
This is a vecord of personul experiences among the pros
fessors of “© the  occult science” in Eastern countrics. Tho
aunthor seeks to_show that the powers of these men, though
apparently miraculous, vest upon a strictly natuial basis, © being
founded upon a higher plase of knowledge concerning the
lasws of nature than that which European scicnce has yet
reached.”

After the nbove was in type we find the book is already
out, aud, in about a fortnight will be availablo at our .office.

Danovar K, MAVALANKAR,
Manager, Tueosorurst Office,
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