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T H E R E  I S  N O  R E L I G I O N  H I G H E R  T H A N  T R U T H .

[ F a m i ly  m o tto  o f  th e  M a h a r a ja h s  o f  B e n a r e s . ]

T H E  S O U L  OF T H IN G S .

T e n  years ago P rofessor W illiam  D enton, an A nglo- 
A m erican Geologist and  a m an of m arked  intellectual 
capacity , issued in collaboration  w itli liis equally g ifted  
wife, a w ork in  th ree  volum es, bearing  tho title  which, 
heads the  p resen t article. I t  is a record of extensivo 
researches into the  orig in  of th ings visible, or the  world 
noum enal. No laboratory  instrum ents or processes 
were em ployed in  th is  research  ; th ere  was n e ither 
furnace, nor crucible, nor flask, nor chem ical, nor lens 
availed of, and  yet th is  book contains facts w ith respect 
to tlie h idden  half of n a tu re  w hich equal, if th ey  do 
not outvie, in in te rest and  suggestive im portance any 
discovery in th e  science of objective phenom ena re ­
ported  to any learned association. The researches of the 
D entons have done especially much good to studen ts  of 
A ryan science, for they  link  in w ith, and  give tho key to, 
the previously puzzling  m ysticism  of th e  A th arv a  V eda 
and subsequent w orks on occult science. The agency 
employed was Psychom etry , and  P sychom etry  (soul- 
m easuring) is a G reek word to express the  facu lty—• 
natural, b u t ordinarily  la ten t in  us— by which the  inner- 
self cognizes the  th ings of the  sp iritual (or, if you please, 
dynamic) world of causes. This facu lty  was s trong  in 
M rs. D enton, h er son, and m em bers of P rof. D en ton 's own 
family, and the two form er especially developed th e ir 
psycliom otrical powers to  a  m arvellous degree. I f  any 
ob jec t—a le tte r, b it  of clothing, frag m en t of stone or 
o ther m aterial from  a bu ild ing , or of a geological speci­
men, etc., were given them  to clasp in th e ir hands or 
hold against the  m iddle of th e ir  foreheads,— an inch 
above the  line of the  eyebrow s— they  would a t  once come 
into sym pathy witli the  Akasa, or soul, of the  person or 
th ing  w ith whom or w hich the  ob jec t had been in re la ­
tions, and  describe th e  same. S tep  by step , these re ­
searches proved the  tru th  of the  old A ryan  dogm a th a t 
the A kasa (E ther) is tlie cradle and  grave of objec­
tive n a tu re ; and th a t it  holds im perisliably the records of 
every th ing  th a t ever existed , every phenom enon tlia t ever 
occurred in the outer world. T he hypothesis of physical 
science was thus endorsed and en larged , and a bridge  
of one span flung across th e  <( nufathom able chasm ” 
seen by tlio g re a t Tyndall to lie betw een tho visible 
and invisible worlds. Prof. D enton was not tlie m odern 
discoverer of P sy ch o m etry ; th a t honor is due to Prof. J .  
It. Buchanan, M. D-, an  Am erican an th ropo log ist of emi­
nence and  a fellow of our Society. I t  is 0 1 1 0  of the g rea t 
merits of this science th a t its researches may be carried  
ou w ith o u t r isk  to th e  “  p a t i e n t / '  a u d  w ith o u t th ro w in g

him or her into the  sta te  of M esmeric unconsciousness* 
“ A t first,” says P ro f. D enton in his book,*

“  T b e  se n s i t iv e ,  o r  p s y c h o m e t e r ,  is  g e n e r a l l y  a m e r e l y  p a s s iv e  
s p e c t a t o r ,  l ik e  o n e  w h o  s i t s  a n d  o b s e r v e s  a  p a n o r a m a  ; b u t  in t i m e  
b e  b e c o m e s  a b le  to  in f lu e n c e  t h e  v i s io n s — to  p a s s  t h e m  a l o n g  
r a p id ly ,  o r  r e t a i n  t b e m  l o n g e r  f o r  a  c lo se  e x a m in a t io n .  T h e n  t b a  
p s y c h o m e t e r ,  a t  t im e s ,  d w e l l s  in  t b a t  p a s t  w h o s e  h i s t o r y  se em a  
t o  be  c o n t a i n e d  in t h e  s p e c im e n  * * * A t  l e a s t  b e  b e c o m e s  r e l e a s ­
e d  e v e n  f r o m  t h e  s p e c im e n .  A t  w i l l  h e  l e a v e s  t h o  ro o m ,  p a s s e s  
o u t  in to  t h e  a i r ,  looks  d o w n  u p o n  th o  c i ty ,  sees  t h e  e a r t h  b e n e a t h  
birn l ik o  a  m a p ,  or, s a i l i n g  st i l l  h i g h e r /  b e h o ld s  t h e  r o u n d  w o r ld  
r o l l i n g  i n t o  d a r k n e s s  o r  s u n l i g h t  b e n e a th  h im .  f i e  d r o p s  u p o n  
i s l a n d  o r  c o n t i n e n t ,  w a t c h e s  t h e  w ild  t r ib e s  of A fr ica ,  e x p lo r e s  t h a  
d e s e r t  i n t e r io r  of  A u s t r a l i a ,  o r  s o lv e s  t h e  p r o b le m  of t h e  e a r t h ’s 
m y s t e r i o u s  po les .  H e  c a n  d o  m o r e  t h a n  th i s  : h e  b e c o m e s  m a s t e r  
of  t h e  a g e s .  A t  h i s  c o m m a n d  t h e  p a s t  o f  i s l a n d  a n d  c o n t i n e n t  
c o m e  u p  l ik e  g h o s t s  f r o m  t b e  i n f in i t e  n i g h t ,  a n d  I10 se e s  w h a b  
t h e y  w e re  a n d  h o w  t h e y  w ere ,  w h a t  f o r m s  t e n a n t e d  t h e m ,  a n d  
m a r k s  t h e i r  f i rs t  h u m a n  v i s i t a n t s ,  s e e in g  t h o  g r o w t h  of  a c o n t i ­
n e n t ,  a n d  i t s  f r u i t a g e  in  h u m a n i t y ,  w i th in  t h e  b o u n d a r y  of  a  l i t t l e

• houi* * * * t h e  u n i v e r s o  s c a rc e ly  h o ld s  a  s e c r e t  t h a t  t h e  f r e e d  
s p i r i t  c a n n o t  b e h o ld  w i th  o p e n  eye .”

Prof. D enton estim ates th a t the  psychom etric facu lty  
is possessed by  a t least one w hite female in ten, and ono 
m an in tw enty . D oubtless the percen tage would be even 
g re a te r  am ong A siatics.

The Psychom etor, as we have rem arked , does no t liavo 
to  be m esm erised for the  exercise of the  power. H is eyes 
should be closed, the b e tte r  to help concentration  of 
th o u g h t upon th e  psychic observations. “  O th e rw ise /’ 
says Prof. D en ton—  ‘

h e  a p p e a r s  to  b e  in  a  p e r f e c t l y  n o r m a l  c o n d i t io n  d u r i n g  t h e  
t im e ,  a u d  c a n  r e a d i l y  n o t i c e  w l ia t  t a k e s  p lace  in  t h e  r o o m ; 
f r e q u e n t l y  la y in g  d o w n  t h e  s p e c im e n ,  j o i n i n g  in  t b e  c o n v e r s a t i o n ,  
o r  d r a w i n g  o b j e c t s  s e e n  a u d  th e n  g o i n g  on w i th  t b e  e x a m i n a t i o n .  
W h e n  t b e  s p e c im e n  is in  p o w d e r ,  i t  is  m e r e ly  n e c e s s a ry  to  s t r o k e  
t b e  fo r e h e a d  w i t h  a s  m u c h  a s  will  c l i n g  to  a d u m p  f i n g e r ;  a n d  
w h e r e  h e a v e n l y  b o d ie s  a r e  e x a m in e d  t h e  r a y s  a r e  a l l o w e d  to  
s h i n e  u p o n  t h e  f o r e h e a d . ”

Thus it will be seen th a t  w ith a copy of P rof. D en ton ’s 
book in hand, a com m ittee of a B ranch  Society has tho 
m eans of easily p u rsu ing  research  of th e  m ost in te restin g  
and  profitable k ind  into a  dom ain w here no t m erely th o  
secrets of A ryan  h isto ry  b u t of th e  h isto ry  of our p lan e t 
and all its  m uta tions are recorded iinperishably. Saya 
P ro f. J .  W . D raper, one of the  ab lest scientists and m ost 
b rillian t w riters  who have adorned  our p resen t age :
“ A  shadow never falls upon a wall w ithout leav ing  
thereupon a perm anen t trace— a trace  which m igh t be 
m ade visible by  reso rtin g  to  proper processes. * * * 
U pon tlie walls of our m ost p rivate apartm ents, whero 
we th ink  th e  eye of in trusion  is a ltogether shu t out and. 
our re tirem en t can never bo profaned, th ere  ex ist tlio  • 
vestiges of all our acts, silhouettes of w hatever we havo 
done.” f  i t  is a c ru sh ing  th ough t to w hoever has com m it­
ted  secret crim e, th a t the  p ictu re  of his deed and tha  
very echoes of his words may be seen and heard  countless 
years a fte r I1 0  has gone the  way of all flesh, and left a  ■

* The Soul o f  Th ings  ; ov  P s y c h o m e t r i c  R es e a r c h e s  a u d  D iscover ie s , '  
B y  W i l l iu m  D e n to n .  Vols  I ,  I I  u u d  I I I .  P r i c e  Its.  12-8-0 in c lu d in g  p o s t '  
ago .  . ’ . '

t  H istory  of the Conflict be tween Iteligiou a n d  Science, p, 133.



repu tation  fo r “ respectab ility”  to  his ch ildren . To 
m em bers of our Society  the idea should come hom e w ith  
peculiar w eigh t, since they live, act, speak  an d  even th in k  
under th e  observation  of those M a s t e r s  from  whom  no 
secrets of n a tu re  can be hidden if th ey  choose to  explore 
h e r arcana. T h ere  have been several cases am ong  us of 
Belf-reform ation due m ainly to the  conviction of th is fac t, 
and  if the  resources of Psyehom etry  w ere b u t suspected 
generally  there  would be many more. F o r i t  is proved 
th a t  not only a re  the  images of the P a s t in “  the fadeless 
picture-galleries of the A kasa,”  b u t also th e  sounds of 
past voices, even the  perfum es of archaic flowers, w ithered  
ages ago, an d  the  arom as of fru its  th a t hung  on trees 
when m an was b u t a m um bling savage, an d  polar ice, a 
milo th ick , covered w hat are  now the  fa irest countries 
under the  sun. W e have been th e  m eans of p u ttin g  
m ore than  seventy copies of the Soul o f Things  in to  c ir­
culation in In d ia  and  hope to pu t seven hundred  m ore. 
A nd we also hope to  be soon able to  in troduce to  the  
acquaintance of our In d ian  friendg tho  au th o r him self, 
who has ju s t com pleted a h igh ly  successful lec tu ring  sea­
son in A ustra lia  and  will take  In d ia  on his way hom e to 
A m erica. A m ong his lectures was one on Psyehom etry , 
a  condensed rep o rt of w hich we find in  th e  Liberal 
(Sydney) of F eb ru ary  10th, and w hich we copy, as fol­
lows :—
: P r o f e s s o r  D e n t o n  sn id  t h a t  d u r i n g  t h e  In s t  300  y e a r s  t h e  u n i v e r s e  
h a d  b e e n  e n l a r g e d  to  o n r  c o m p r e h e n s i o n  m o ro  t h a n  a t h o u s a n d ­
fo ld .  l ' h e  h e a v e n s  h a d  b een  e x p a n d e d ,  a n d  G e o lo g y  to o k  in  a g e s  
on n g es  F u r th e r  b a c k , to  s e e k  fo r  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o£ o u r  p l a n e t , t h a n  
i t  d id  300 y e a r s  ago .  J u s t  a s  t h e  e x t e r i o r  u n i v e r s e  h a d  e n l a r g e d ,  
so  t h e  i n t e r io r  u n i v e r s e  of m a n  h a d  e n l a r g e d , a n d  b e c o m e  in f in i t e ly  
g r a n d e r .  T h e r e  w ere  h e a v e n l y  b o d ie s  r e v o l v i n g  w i th in  t h e  m i n d  
of  m a n ,  a n d  t h i s  u n i v e r s e  of o u r s  w as  to  be  e x p a n d e d ,  a s  t h e  i n t e ­
r i o r  on e  h a d  boen b y  t h e  e x e r c i s e  of  s c ie n c e  a n d  in t e l l e c t .  I f  we 
e x a m in e  t h e  e y e  of  a  m a n  w h o  is  l o o k in g  a t  a  l a n d s c a p e ,  we,4J>n 
see t h e  p i c tu r o  in m i n i a t u r e .  N o w  w e h a v e  g e n e r a l l y  s u p p o s e d  
t h a t  w h e n  a m a n  t u r n s  h is  face  t o  o n e  s id e  t h e  i m a g e  is  e n t i r e l y  
e l i m i n a t e d  a n d  c a n n o t  b e  r e n e w o d .  H e  w a s  s a t is f ie d  t h a t  t h i s  
■was n o t  c o r re c t .  S i r  I s a a c  N e w t o n ,  w h o  s p e n t  a  g r e a t  d e a l  of h is  
t i m e  e x a m i n i n g  th o  s u n ,  d e c l a r e d  t h a t  h e  c o u ld  se e  i t  d i s t i n c t l y  
w h e n e v e r  ho t h o u g h t  a b o u t  i t ,  e v e n  w h e n  h e  w a s  in  b e d .  T h e  
l e c t u r e r  k n e w  a g r e a t  m a n y  p e r s o n s  l ik e  th i s .  I f  t h e y  w e r e |h a n d -  
1 iti pr o b je c t s  d u r i n g  t h e  d a y ,  p i c k i n g  b e r r i e s  o r  g r a p e s ,  j u s t  as  
noon as t h e i r  e y es  w e re  c lo s ed  a t  n ig h c ,  t h o y  c o u ld  se e  t h e  o b j e c t  
w i t h  s t a r t l i n g  v iv id n e s s .  N i e b h u r ,  t h e  g r e a t  D a n i s h  t r a v e l l e r ,  
t a l k e d  to  h is  f r i e n d s  a f t e r  h e  w a s  b l i n d  of  t h e  b e a u t i f u l  s c e n e s  h e  
h a d  g a z e d  u p o n  in  t h e  e a s t .  T h e y  a s k e d  h im  h o w  h e  c o u ld  d e ­
sc r ib e  t h e m  so  m i n u t e l y ,  h e  sa id  “ I  c a n  see  t h e m  a n d  d e s c r ib e  
t h e m  as  no o t h e r  m a n  w i t h o u t  t h i s  c o u ld  d o .”  W e  r e a d  of a  
p a i n t e r  w h o  d r e w  300 a c c u r a t e  l i k e n e s s e s  in  o n e  y e a r ;  o n  b e i n g  
a s k e d  h o w  h e  d id  t h i s  h e  r e p l i e d ,  “  W h e n  a  m a n  c o m e s  to  m e  
fo r  h i s  p o r t r a i t  I  look  a t  h im  a n d  d r a w  fo r  h a l f - a n - h o u r ,  a n d  t h e n  
te l l  h i m  to  g o  a n d  h e  n e e d  n o t  c o m e  b a c k  to  s i t  a g a i n  p” N o w  
h o w  c o u ld  h e  f in ish  t h e  p o r t r a i t ?  H e  s a y s ,  “  W h e n  I  t o o k  o u t  
m y  c a n v a s  a n d  w ish e d  to  p ro c e e d ,  I  s a w  m y  s u b j e c t  a l t h o u g h  
h e  w a s  n o t  t h e r e ;  t h u s  s a v in g  m e  t r o u b le  a n d  p e r m i t t i n g  m e  to  
m a k e  a p e r f e c t  l ik e n e s s .  B y  th i s  m e a n s  I  f i n is h e d  a g r e a t  m a n y  
p o r t r a i t s  in  a  s h o r t  t im e ,  a n d  sa v e d  m o n e y  f o r  m y  c h i l d r e n . ”  
T h e s e  p i c t u r e s  of  w h a t  w e  h a v e  se e n  r e m a i n  in  u s ,  a n d  w e o n ly  
b e c o m o  a w a r e  of  t h i s  w h e n  w e  a r e  s i c k .  T h u s  w e  f ind  H u g h  
M i l l e r  r e l a t i n g ,  in  h i s  “ S c h o o ls  a n d  S c h o o l m a s t e r s , ”  t h a t  w h e n  
h e  w a s  a boy of  f o u r t e e n ,  h e  saw  a t  E d i n b u r g h  a p la y  w i th  a 
s i n g u l a r  d r o p  sc e n e .  H o  te l l s  u s  t h a t  w h e n  h e  h a d  a f e v e r  v a r io u s  
im a g e s  b e g a n  to  p a s s  be fo ro  h im  l ik e  t h e  f i g u r e s  in  a n  i t i n e r a n t  
s h o w m a n ’s box. H o  w a s  well e n o u g h  t o  k n o w  t h e y  w e r e  id le  
u n r e a l i t i e s ;  b u t ,  c u r io u s  t o  k n o w  if  h i s  w i l l  w o u ld  a f fe c t  t h e m ,  
h e  w ish e d  fo r  a  d e a t h ’s h e a d  ; i n s t e a d  t h e r e  c a m e  a  k e t t l e  on  t h e  
f ire,  t h a t  o h a n g e d  in to  a c a t a r a c t  w i t h  w h i t e  foam  a n d  b lu e  w a te r ,  
n n d  th e n  t h e  w h o le  c a m e  d a s h i n g  d o w n  in to  o n e  f r i g h t f u l  se a  of  
b lood .  T h e  c a t a r a c t  w a s  in  e v e ry  d e ta i l  e x a c t ly  c o in c id e n t  w i th  t h e  
i n c a n ta t io n  sc e n e  in  t h e  t h e a t r e  a t  E d i n b u r g h .  H e  f u r t h e r  s a y s ,“  I  
s u s p e c t  t h a t  t h e r e  ^ r e  p ro v in c e s  in t h e  m i n d  t h a t  p h y s i c ia n s  h a v e  
n o t  v e n t u r e d  i n to .”  I t  w as to  e n l i g h t e n  u s  o p o n  t h e s e  m y s t e r i o u s  
c a b i n e t s  t h a t  t h e  l e c t u r e r  c a m e  t b a t  n i g h t .  T h e r e  w a s  n o t  a 
b e g g a r  u p o n  t h e  s t r e e t  t h a t  d o e s  n o t  b e a r  a w a y  in  h i s  m i n d  m o r e  
p i c t u r e s  t h a n  t h e  b e s t  g a l l e r i e s  t h a t  e x i s t  in  t b e  w o r ld .  T h e y  
a r e  as  i n d e s t r u c t i b l e  ns h i s  sou l ,  a n d  w il l  e n d u r e  f o r  ev e r .  B u t  
t h i s  w a s  o n ly  t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  oE h i s  s t o r y .  N o t  o n ly  d id  w e  d a g u ­
e r r e o ty p e  w h a t  w e  saw ,  b u t  e v e r y t h i n g  d o e s  t h e  s a m e  t o  e v e r y ­
t h i n g  t h a t  i s  in  i t s  v i c in i ty ,Y o u  s i t  d o w n  t o  h a v e  y o u r  p h o t o g r a p h  
taken b y  t h e  o ld  p ro o e ss ,  T h e  o p e r a t o r  eayg  '• I  h a v e  g o t  y o u  
a n d  y o u  c a n  g o . ”  Y o u  s a y ,  “  I^et m e  h a v e  a  l o o k  a t  i t  b e f o re  I  
go .” “ N o ,  I  c a n ’t ;  t h e r e  i s  n o t h i n g  to  b e  s e e n .” “  B u t  d i d n ’t  y o u  
s a y  y o u  h a d  g o t  m e  ?”  “  Y e s ,  b n t  i t  h a s  to  b e  d e v e lo p e d . ’* A n d
y o i l - le a rn  t h a t  y o u r  p o r t r a i t  m a y  b e  t a k e n  a n d  y e t  n o t h i n g  se en  
of it. What man would have believed tbat a plate of metal could

c a r r y  y o u r  p h o t o g r a p h  w i t h o u t  b e i n g  v i s ib le  ? T a k e  a p e n n y ;  l e t  
i t  l ie  on a  p l a t e  o f  p o l i s h e d  m e t a l  f o r  a  l i t t l e  t im e ,  a n d  toss  i t  off 
a g a i n .  N o w  b r e a t h e  n p o n  t h e  p l a t e ,  a n d  on  i m a g e  of  t h e  p e n n y  
w il l  b e  v is ib le ,  P u t  i t  a w a y  fo r  a  y e a r  a n d  t h e  g h o s t  of  t h e  p e n n y  
will  c o m e  o u t  w h e n  b r e a t h e d  u p o n .  N o w  h e  w o u ld  s h o w  how  th e  
i m a g e s  of o t h e r  t h i n g s  c o u ld  b e  b r o u g h t  o u t  b y  t h e  s e n s i t i v e  m in d ,  
a n d  t h o  g r a n d  u n i v e r s e  of  k n o w l e d g e  r e v e a l e d  to  t h e  h u m a n  sou l .  
H e  m a d e  t h e  d i s c o v e ry  t h r o u g h  p r e v i o u s  d i s c o v e r ie s  m a d e  by  D r .  
B u c h a n a n ,  w h o  i n  h i s  t u r n  w as  l e d  to  t h i s  s t u d y  b y  a  b is h o p  
of  t h e  C h u r c h  of  E n g l a n d ,  w h o  w a s  h im s e l f  a  se n s i t iv e ,  o n d  c o u ld  
t a s t e  b ro ss  b y  t o u c h i n g  i t  w i t h  h i s  f in g e r .  D r .  B u c h a n a n  t h o u g h t  
o t h e r  p e o p le  m i g h t  be  s im i l a r ly  c o n s t i t u t e d ,  a n d  b e g a n  to  e x p e ­
r i m e n t  w i th  h i s  s t u d e n t s .  S o m e  of t h e m  c o u ld  te l l  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  
m e t a l s  w h ic h  w e re  p u t  i n t o  t h e i r  h a n d s  w i t h o u t  l e t t i n g  t h e m  see 
o r  k n o w  what ,  k i n d  t h e y  w ere .  T h e n  h e  t r i e d  t h e m  w i th  m e d ic a l  
s u b s t a n c e s  : w h e n  i t  w a s  a n  e m e t i c  th e y  c o u ld  o n ly  k e e p  f ro m  
v o m i t i n g  b y  t h r o w i n g  i t  a w a y .  T h o  l e c t u r e r  k n e w  s o m e  o f  t h o se  
s t u d e n t s ,  no w  p r a c t i s i n g  m e d ic in e  in  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  T h e y  
c o u ld  a lso  d i a g n o s e  a  s ic k  p e r s o n  b y  t a k i n g  h i s  h a n d ,  a n d  s u b s e ­
q u e n t l y  w r i t e  o u t  h i s  c h a r a c t e r  b y  t h e  sa m e  m e a n s  o s  c o r r e c t ly  
a s  a  p h r e n o lo g i s t  c o u ld  d o  i t .  T h e n  i t  w as  f o u n d  t h a t  w h e n  a 
p e r s o n  w r o te  a  l e t t e r ,  h e  p e r m e a t e d  t h e  p a p e r  w i th  h i s  in f lu e n c e ;  
a n d  h e  k n e w  m o r e  t h a n  t w e n t y  p e o p le  w h o  cou ld  t a k e  t h a t  l e t t e r ,  
p la c e  i t  to  t h e i r  f o r e h e a d ,  c lose  t h e i r  eyes ,  a n d  d e l in e a t e  t h e  c h a ­
r a c t e r  of t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  w h o  w r o t e  i t .  W h e n  h e  d e t e r m i n e d  to  
t e s t  th e s e  f a c t s  h e  b e g a n  a t  h o m e .  H e  fo u n d  t h a t  h i s  s i s t e r  c o u ld  
d e l i n e a t e  th o  c h a r a c t e r  of t h e  w r i t e r s  of  l e t t e r s  w h ic h  h e  g a v e  h e r ,  
n a y ,  e v e n  see  t h e i r  p h y s i c a l  s u r r o u n d i n g s ;  a n d ,  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  a  
w e l l -k n o w n  la d y ,  p r e d i c t e d  t h e  b r e a k i n g  of a n  a b s c e s s  o n  t h e  
l u n g s ,  w h ic h  w a s  b o r n e  o u t  e x a c t ly .  W h a t  e n a b le d  t h e  s e n s i t i v e  
t o  do  t h i s  P W h i l e  t h e y  w e re  w r i t i n g  n a t u r e  w a s  d r a w i n g  t h e i r  
i m a g e  u p o n  t h e  l e t t e r ,  a n d  w h e n  t h e  s e n s i t iv e  g o t  i t ,  o u t  c a m e  t h e  
i m a g e  t h a t  to ld  t h e  s to ry .  H e  w as  n o w  d e t e r m i n e d  to  g o  o n e  s t e p  
f a r t h e r .  I f  l e t t e r s  p h o t o g r a p h e d  w h y  n o t  foss ils  P H e  w a s  th e n  
i n  t h e  foss il  l i n e ,  so  h e  g a v e  h i s  s i s t e r  a  s p e c im e n  f ro m  t h e  c a r ­
b o n i f e ro u s  f o r m a t i o n  ; c lo s in g  h e r  eyes ,  she  d e s c r ib e d  th o s e  
s w a m p s  a n d  t r e e s ,  w i t h  t h e i r  t u f t e d  h e a d s  a n d  s c a ly  t r u n k s  
w i th  t h e  g r e a t  f r o g  l i k e  a n i m a l s  t h a t  e x i s te d  in t h a t  a g e .  T o  h is  
i n e x p r e s s ib l e  d e l i g h t  t h e  k e y  to  t h e  a g e s  w as  in  h i s  h a n d s .  H o  
c o n c lu d e d  t h a t  n a t u r e  h a d  b e e n  p h o t o g r a p h i n g  f r o m  t h e  v e r y  
f i r s t .  T h e  b l a c k  i s l a n d s  t h a t  f loa ted  u p o n  t h e  f ie ry  sea,  t h e  ge la -  
t i n o u s - d o t s ,  t h e  f i r s t  l i fe  on  o u r  p l a n e t ,  u p  t h r o u g h  e v e r y t h i n g  
t h a t  flew o r  s w a m ,  h a d  b e e n  p h o t o g r a p h e d  b y  n a t u r e .  S in c e  t h a t  
t i m e  10,0d0 e x p e r i m e n t s  h a d  c o n f i rm e d  th e  t h e o ry .  I t  w a s  
b e c a u s e  h e  h a d  t h e  f a c t s  b e h i n d  h im  t h a t  h e  c a m e  to  te l l  t h e m  
t h e s e  t r u t h s .  H e  g o t  f r o m  a  m i s s io n a ry  a  s p e c im e n  of  t h e  lava  
t h a t  f low ed  f r o m  K i l a v a ,  in  H a w a i i ,  in  1818. H i s  s i s t e r  b y  i t s  
m e a n s  d e s c r ib e d  th o  b o i l i n g  o ce a n ,  t h e  c a t a r a c t  of  m o l t e n  lava,  
t h a t  a l m o s t  e q u a l l e d  N i a g a r a  in  s ize. A  sm a ll  f r a g m e n t  of  a  
m e t e o r i t e  t h a t  fe l l  in  P a i n e s v i l l e ,  O h io ,  w a s  g iv e n  to  h i s  w ife ’s 
m o t h e r ,  a  s e n s i t i v e  w h o  d id  n o t  t h e n  b e l i e v e  in  p s y s c h o m e t r y .  
T h i s  is  w h o t  s h e  s a i d — “  I  s e e m  t o  b e  t r a v e l l in g  a w a y ,  a w a y ,  
t h r o u g h  n o t h i n g ,  r i g h t  f o r w a r d .  I  seo w h u t  lo o k s  l ik e  s t a r s  a n d  
m i s t .  I  s e e m  to  be  t a k e n  r i g h t  u p ; t h e  o t h e r  s p e c im e n s  to o k  m e  
d o w n .”  H i s  w ife ,  i n d e p e n d e n t l y ,  g a v e  a  s im i l a r  d e s c r ip t i o n ,  b n t  
s a w  i t  r e v o l v i n g ,  a n d  i t s  ta i l  of  s p a rk s .  H e  to o k  s t e p s  to  p r o v e  
t h a t  t h i s  w a s  n o t  m i n d - r e a d i n g ,  b y  w r a p p i n g  t h e  s p e c im e n s  in 
p a p e r ,  s h a k i n g  t h e m  u p  in  a  h a t ,  a n d  a l lo w in g  t h e  s e n s i t iv e  to  
p i c k  o n e  o u t  a n d  d e s c r i b e  i t ,  w i t h o u t  a n y o n e  k n o w i n g  w h ic h  i t  
w as .  A m o n g  t h e m  w e r e  a  f r a g m e n t  of  b r i c k  f ro m  a n c i e n t  R o m e ,  
a n t i m o n y  f r o m  B o rn e o ,  s i l v e r  f ro m  M exico ,  b a s a l t  f r o m  F i n g a l ’g 
C a v e .  E a c h  p la c e  w a s  d e s c r i b e d  c o r r e c t ly  by  t h e  s e n s i t i v e  in  t h e  
m o s t  m i n u t e  d e t a i l .  A  f r a g m e n t  f ro m  t h e  M o u n t  o f  O l iv e s  
b r o u g h t  a  d e s c r ip t i o n  of  J e r u s a l e m ;  a n d  o n e  f r o m  t h e  G r e a t  
P y r a m i d  e n a b le d  a  y o u n g  m a n  of  M e l b o u r n e  t o  n a m e  a n d  d e ­
s c r ib e  i t .  T h e r e  w a s  a  p r a c t i c a l  s id e  to  t h e  q u e s t io n .  H i s  w ife  h a d ,  
f ro m  a  c h ip  o f  w ood, d e s c r ib e d  a  su ic id e ;  th i s  w a s  s u b s e q u e n t l y  c o n ­
f i rm e d .  F e m a l e s  w e r e  m o r e  s e n s i t i v e  t h a n  m a le s .  T h e  in f lu e n c e  of

Eeoplo  w h o  h a d  l iv e d  in  a  h o u s e  w o u ld  r e m a i n  in  i t ,  a n d  c o u ld  
e s e n s e d  b y  w o m e n ,  w h o  w o u ld  d e c l a r e  t h a t  t h e y  c o u ld  n e v e r  

b e  h a p p y  in  t h a t  h o u s e .  T h e s e  w e ra  g e n e r a l l y  t h o u g h t  t o  be  
w o m e n ’s w h im s .  A n u m b e r  o f  e x p e r i m e n t s  f ro m  a  f r a g m e n t  of 
K e n t ’s C a v e ,  f r a g m e n t s  f r o m  P o m p e i i  a n d  o t h e r  p laces ,  b r o u g h t  
m i n u t e  d e s c r i p t i o n s  f r o m  t h e  s e n s i t i v e .  T h e  l e c t u r e r  c o n c l u d e d  
b y  d e c l a r i n g  t h a t  t h e s e  w e r e  sc ie n t i f ic  f a c t s  w h ich  c o u ld  b e  v e r i ­
f ied a t  a n y  t im e .  H e  k n e w  of t h e i r  t r u t h  as  w el l  a s  h e  k n e w  he  
l ived .  T h e s e  f a o u l t ie s  b e l o n g e d  to  t h e  s p i r i t .  W e  a r e  n o t  to  
d ie  a n d  bo  k io k e d  i n to  a  h o le  j w e  o r e  m e n  a n d  w o m e n  w i th  
i m m o r t a l  s p i r i t s  t h a t  c a n  r a n g e  t h e  u n i v e r s e  w h e n  d e a t h  sha l l  
t a k e  o a r  b o d ie s .

■ ♦ -
(iC oncluded  from , o u r  la s t.)

Z O R O A S T R IA N IS M  
I n  t h e  L i g h t  o f  O c c u l t  P h i l o s o p h y .

T h e  offers m ade by  A hura-M azda to  Y im a (the first 
man) to  receive in stru c tio n  from  him  are rejected. (Farg. 
I I — 17). W h y  ?“ B ecause,”  as he answ ers, “ I  was no t born, 
I  was not ta u g h t to  be th e  p reacher and  th e  bearer of 
the  law .”  N o, ho was no t born, tho  O ccult Science tells 
us, fo r from  whom  could he have been bo rn  since he,was



the Jirst m an  (let th e  m odern an th ropo log ists and  physio- • 
logiats explain if th ey  can). B ut lie was evoluted fro m  a 
pre-existing fo rm , an d  as such had  no need  as y e t of tlie 
laws and  teach ings of his 7th P rincip le . The “  S uprem e” 
and the  “  A lm ig h ty ”  rem ains satisfied ! H e m akeshim  only 
promise th a t he will tak e  care of his crea tu res and  m ake 
them  happy, w hich promise is fulfilled by  “  the  som of 
V ivanghat.”  D oes not this show th a t  A hura-M azda ia 
som ething w hich can be explained and  defined only by  
the O ccult D octrine  ? A nd wisely does i t  explain  to  us 
th a t A hura  is our own inner, tru ly  personal God and  th a t  
he is our S p iritu a l ligh t and the  “  C reator of th e  m aterial 
world” — i. e., th e  arch itect and  shaper of the  M icrocosm— 
Man, when th e  la tte r  knows how to resis t A ngra-M ainyu, 
or K am a,— lu st or m aterial desires— by re ly ing  on 
him who overshadow s him , th e  A hura-M azda or S p iritua l 
Essence. T he la tte r  invokes “  V ayu ,”  who, in th e  Maz- 
dean occult sense, is the  Universal, as he is, the  In d iv i­
dual, l ig h t of m an. H ence  his p rayer to  “  V ayu ,”  th a t  
ZaratusH tra, th e  b e ing  who will teach  tru th  to  his follow­
ers, should side w ith  him , A hura , and  help  him  to figh t 
A hrim an, w ithout w hich help even “ H e” (our 7 th  P rin c i­
ple) is powerless to  save m an fro m  h im se lf; for A hrim an  
is the allegorical rep resen ta tion  of the  low er hum an p rin ­
ciples, as A hura-M azda is th a t of th e  h igher. T hen , th in k  
of the  symbolical allegory in Y im a, th e  rep resen ta tiv e  of 
th e  first unborn hum an race of th is, our Fourth -R ound .*  
I t  is too sp iritual, too unacquain ted  w ith evil upon its 
first reaw akening to  life, to  be ye t in  need of the  tru th s  
of the sacred science, the  common foundation of all the  
g rea t religions. H ence “ th e g re a ts lie p h e rd ,” Y im a,refuses 
A hura’s instructions, for A hrim an  is so fa r pow erless over 
the innocence of infancy, irresponsib le and  unconscious 
of m or^l and  physical d anger. H e “  keeps (spiritual) 
death  and  disease aw ay”  from  his people, and  “  enlarges 
three tim es the e a r t h f o r  the root-race m ultiplies and  
‘ ‘ shoots off seventy tim es seven b ranch  races .”  B ut Zara- 
tu sh tra  accepts and  w orships A hura-M azda in  the  V endidad 
and  elsew here, because th is  p rophe t in  th e  generic  sense 
of the nam e is the  rep resen tative of th e  la tte r  portion  of 
the second race. A nd now let the  P a rsee  m athem aticians 
calculate how long ago lived the  fir s t  Z a ra -Ish ta r, or 
Z oroaster ; and let them  study  the  real M azdaism , n o t the 
la te r excrescences w ith w hich i t  becam e overgrow n 
tliroughont the  cycles of the  ages and races. W hich  of 
th e  Z ara tuslitras was the  rea l law -giver of th e  C haldean 
M azdaism  ? Surely  no t he, to  whom A hura-M azda says : 
“  The fa ir Y iipa . O holy Z ara th u stra , he was th e firs tm o r- 
ta l before thee, w ith  whom I , A hura-M azda, did converse, 
whom I  ta u g h t the  Jaw of A h u ra , the law o f  Z ara thustra .” 
(Farg. I I ,  2), .Teaching the  law of Z a ra th u stra  to  the  same 
Z ara th u stra , and  ages before th a t  Z a ra th u s tra  was born, 
rem inds one of Moses m ade to  n a rra te  in his “  P e n ta ­
teuch” h is own death and burial. In  th e  Vendidad, if A hura  
is " th e  C reato r of the  m aterial toorld,” i.e ., th e  M icrocosm 
man, Y im a, is the  real creator of the earth . T here, he is shown 
— piaster of S pen ta  A rm aiti, th e  genius of the  ea rth , and 
he,by the pow er of his inn& teuntaught lig h t and  know ledge, 
sim ply for th e  absence of A n g ra  M ainyu— who comes la te r 
on— forces “  the  earth  to grow  la rg e r and  to  b ear flocks 
and herds and  men at his w ill and tcish.” (Farg. I I ,  11). 
A hura-M azda is also the  F a th e r  of T istrya , th e  rain- 
bestowing god (the 6 th  Princip le) th a t fructifies the 
parched  soil of the 5 th  and 4 th , and  helps them  to  bear 
good fru it th rough  th e ir own exertions, i. e., by  ta s tin g  
of H aom a, the  tree  of e te rn a l life, th ro u g h  sp iritua l 
en ligh tenm ent. F inally  and  undeniab ly  A hura-M azda 
being called the  chief and fa th e r of th e  six “  A m esha Spen- 
tas”— or of th e  six principles of w hich he is th e  seventh , 
the  question is settled . H e is “ A h u ra” or ra th e r  A su ra—  
the  “ liv ing  sp irit in m an,”  the  first of whose 20 different 
nam es he gives a s ' ‘A hm i,”  “ l a m .”  I t  was to im press upon 
his audience the  full im portance of the  recognition  of, and 
reliance upon, (hence th a t of add ressing  i t  in “ p ray e r” ) 
this one God from  whom proceed and  in  whom are  cen­

tre d  H um ate,’ H ukh te , an d  Huvareshte,*  the  sublim e con­
densation of all hum an and  social law, th a t Colonel O lco tt 
recom m ended to  th e  “  P arsee  youths,”  the study of their  
prayers. I t  is very likely , as D arm esteter th inks, th a t  
“  H erodotus m ay have heard  th e  M agi sing, in  the  fifth 
cen tu ry  B. C. the  very same gathas which are sung  now- 
a-days by  the  M obeds in Bom bay ;” b u t it is m ost un­
likely , th a t  sung  as th ey  are now, they  are an y th in g  
b e tte r  th a n  the  “  shells”  of the  old gathas, the  an im at­
in g  sp irit hav ing  fled from  them , never to re tu rn  unless 
forcibly recalled  b y  th e  re su rrec tin g  po ten tia lity  of th a  
“ Occult Sciences.”

W i l l  t h e  l e a r n e d  C o lo n e l  b e  bo  k i n d  a s  to  sa y  w h e t h e r  in hia 
o p in io n ,  i t  d o e s  n o t  a p p e a r  t h a t  t h e  Z e n d a v e s t a  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  
g e n u i n e  dicta tes  of Z o r o a s t e r ,  o r  t h a t  i t  c o n t a i n s  e x t r e m e  
m u t i l a t i o n s  an d  a d d i t i o n s  m a d e  b e fo re  i t  w a s  w r i t t e n  a n d  a f t e r  
i t  w a s  w r i t t e n  ?

W e th in k  we can, for th e  Colonel’s opinions, are our’s 
hav ing  stud ied  under th e  same M aster and  know ing th a t  
he shares in the  same views, nam ely, th a t the Z endavesta 
rep resen ts now only the  genera l system , the  dead le tte r , 
so to  say, of the  d ictates of Z oroaster. I f  the  O rien talists 
ag ree th a t the  bu lk  of the  A vesta  is pre-SaBsanian, never­
theless, they  do not, n o r can  they , fix a  definite period  
for its  orig in .

A s well expressed  by  D arm este ter, th e  P arsee  “  sacred 
books are  the  ru ins of a re lig ion .”  The A vesta  revised 
and  tran sla ted  in to  P ah lav i b y  A rdesh ir B abagan  is no t 
the  A vesta  of m odern Parseeism , w ith its num berless 
in terpolations and a rb itra ry  com m entaries th a t lasted  un til 
th e  last days of tho Sassanian dynasty  ; nor was the A vesta  
of A rdesh ir identical w ith th a t w hich was b rough t out and  
given to  G ushtasp by  Z a ra -Ish ta r (the 13th prophet o£ 
the  Desatir); nor th a t of th e  la tte r quite the  same as the  ori­
g inal Zend, a lthough  even th is  one was b u t the  exoteric 
version of the  Zen-Z ara  doctrines. A s shown by B urnouf, 
the  Pahlav i version is found nearly  in every case to  w ander 
strange ly  from  th e  tru e  m eaning of the  orig inal (?) Zend 
te x t, while th a t  “  tru e  m ean ing”  w andered (or shall we 
say— was veiled?)as g rea tly  from  the  esoteric tex t.T h is,fo r 
the  good reason th a t  th e  Zend te x t is sim ply a  secret code 
of certa in  w ords and  expressions agreed  upon by the ori­
g inal com pilers, an d  th e  key to  w hich is bu t w ith the  
in itia tes. T h eW este rn  scholars may s a y ; “ the key to  the  
A vesta  is no t the  P ah lav i b u t th e V e d a s ;” b u t the Occul­
t i s t ’s answ er is— “ a y e ; b u t th e  key to the  V edas is tho  
S ecre t D octrine ,”  T he form er assert correctly  enough 
th a t, “ th e  V edas come from  the  sam e source as tho  
A v e s ta ;”  th e  stuslents of Occultism  ask— “ Do you know  
even th e  A , Bj C, of th a t  so u rce?”

To show th a t  the  O ccultists are  justified in thoir disres­
pectful rem ark , i t  suffices to  give one instance. On page 
six of h is In troduction  IV ,'to  P a r t  1 of the Zend-Avesta  
— the V end idad , M r. J .  D arm este ter has the  follow­
in g  rem ark  : “  T he A ncestors of tho  In d o -Iran ian s h ad  
been led to speak o f seven worlds, th e  Suprem e God 
w as often  made sevenfold, as well as the ivorlds over which  
he ruled. . . . The seven worlds becam e in  Persia  th a  
seven K a r s h v a r e  of th e  ea rth  : the  earth  is divided in to  
seven K a r s h v a b e ,  only one o f  which is known and accessi­
ble to m an, th e  one on w hich we live, nam ely, ‘ hvan i- 
r a t h a which am ounts to saying that there are seven 
earths .”  The la tte r  belief is a ttrib u ted , of course, to  
ignorance and  superstition . N or do wc feel quite  cer­
ta in  th a t th is  opinion will no t be shared by those of our 
readers who n e ither are Chelas nor have read tho  
“  Fragm ents o f Occult T ru th .” B ut we leave it  w ith th a  
“  lay chelas”  and o thers to judge  w hether th is  sevenfold 
division (see Farg. X IX ) is no t the  A , B, C, of the  
O ccult D octrines. T he agreem ent found betw een the s ta te ­
m ents of P lu ta rch  and  A nquetil’s transla tion  of ihe Avesta, 
o n l y  s h o w s  th e  correctness of the  la t te r ;  it does not a t  
all prove th a t P lu ta rch  gave th e  tru e  version of the  secret 
m eaning of th e  Z oroastrian  religion. W ell m ay Sir W . 
J  ones have exclaim ed th a t  the  Avesta  of A nquetil, so

* See Fragm eatB  of Occult  T ru th .—Ed.- *  P u r i ty  of  speech, pu r i ty  of  action, pn r i ty  of thought .



full of silly tales, and  laws so absurd , could not be the  
w ork of such a sage  like Zoroaster !

Tlie first Z a ra - ls lita r  was a M edian, born  in  R ae, say 
th e  G reeks, who place the epoch in w hich he flourished
5, or 6,000 years before the T rojan w a r ; while accord ing  
to  the  teach ings of the  Secrct D octrine th is  “ l irs t” was 
th e  “ la s t”  or Z aratush tra , (the 13tli of the Dcsatir)
‘—though  he was followed by one m ore Zuruaatafa  or 
Surydchdria  (later, owing to a n a tu ra l change of language 
transfo rm ed  into Z uryaster and  again  in to  Z ara tush tra ,) 
who lived in the  days of the  first G ushtasp (not the  fa th e r 
of Darius though, as im agined by  somo scholars).*  Tho 
la tte r  is very im properly callod “ the  founder” of m odern 
M onotheistic  Parseeism , for besides being^only a revivalist 
nnd the exponent of the m odern philosophy, he was the 
la s t to m ake a  desperate  a ttem p t a t the  resto ra tion  of 
pure  M agianism .- H e is know n to have gone from  Shiz, 
to  the M t. Zebilan in the cave, w hither proceeded the  in i­
tia tes  of the  M a g i; and  upon em erg ing  from  it to have 
re tu rn ed  w ith the Zend A vesta  re -tran s la ted  once m ore 
snid com m ented upon by  him self. This orig inal com ­
m entary , it  is claim ed, exists till now am ong o ther old 
w orks in  the  secret lib raries. B ut its copies— now in 
th e  possession of the profane world, bear as m uch re ­
sem blance to  it  as the  C hristian ity  of to-day to th a t  of 
its F ounder. A ud now, if wo are asked, as we havo 
lioeii repeatedly, if there  are indeed men in whose power 
it is to give the correct version of tru e  Zoroastrianism , 
Ihen why do not they do so ?— W e answ er, “  because— 
very few will believe it  in this our age .” In s tead  of 
benefiting men they would bu t h u rt the  devotees of 
1 hose tru th s . A nd as to g iv in g  to the  world moro in ­
formation about the locality know n as A iryanam  Y aejo, 
u-e need p o in t out b u t to  th e  sentence in F argard  I , ii  ̂
which we find A hura  M azda saying to S p itam a “ the 
m ost benevolen t” — th a t  he had m ade every land ,— even 
though it  had no charm s w hatever in i t— dear to  its 
dw ellers, since otherw ise th e  “ whole liv ing world would 
have invaded the A iryanam  Y aejo’’ (v. 2 ) . t  H ence unable 
to satisfy en tire ly  our readers, we can say b u t very little . 
Jf our opinion can in any  way help our correspondent, 
avo are ready to share it  w ith  him  and  say, th a t Zend 
scholars and  O rientalists no tw ith stand ing , i t  is our belief 
Unit uot only have the P ersian  theologians of the  la tte r  
portion of the  Sassanian dynasty  d isfigured entirely  
the ir sacred books, bu t, th a t owing to th e  presence of the 
pharisaical elem ent and  th e  R abbis d u rin g  th e  pre- 
C hristian  as well as post-C hristian  periods in P e rs ia  and  
.Babylonia, they  have borrow ed from  the Jew s a t least 
ns much as the  la tte r  have borrow ed from  them . I f  the  
sacred books of the  Pharisees owe th e ir  angelo logy  and 
o ther speculations to the B abylonians, th e  m odern A vesta

* I t  is  n o w  tin  e x p lo d e d  th e o r y  t h a t  s h o w e d  K in g  V i s t a s p a — ( o r  G a s -  
i a s p )  a s  id e n t i c a l  w i th  t h e  f a t h e r  o f  D a r iu s ,  h e n c e  a s  f l o u r i s h in g  6 0 0
B .  0* V i s t a s p a w a s  t h e  l a s t  o f  t h e  l in e  o f  t h e  K a ia n i a n  p r in c e s  w h o  r u le d  in  
B a c t r i a n a ; a n d  B a c t r i a n a  w a s  c o n q n e r c d  b y  t h e  A s s y r ia n s  1 2 0 0  B , 0 .  
O u r  e a r l i e r  Z e n d  s c h o la r s  a r e  g u i l t y  o f  m o r e  t h a n  o n e  s u c h  g r o s s  m i s ­
t a k e .  - T h u s  l l y s t a s p e s  is  m a d e  in  H i s to r y  to  c r u s h  th e  M a g i, a n d  r e in t r o ­
d u c e  th e  p a r e  r e l ig io n  o f  Z o ro a s te r , a s  t h o n g h  th o s e  w e r e  tw o  d i s t i n c t  
r e l ig io n s  • a n d  a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  a n  in s c r i p t i o n  is  f o u n d  o n  t h e  to m b  o f  
D a r iu s  o r  D a r a y a v n s h ,  s t a t i n g  t h a t  ho* ( t h e  c r u s h e r  o f  M a g ia n is m  !) 
w a s  h im s e lf ,  “  t e a c h e r  a n d  h i e r o p h a n t  o f  m a g i c / ’ o r  M a g ia n is m  I (S e o  
l s i 3  U n v e i le d , V o l. I I ,  p p .  141— 2 ) .

f  W h y  d o  w e  f in d  Z o r o a s t e r  i n  t h e  B u n d e h e s h  o f f e r in g  a  s a c r i f i c e  in  
“ I r f tn  V e j” — d is to r t e d  n a m e  f o r  A iry & n d m  V a e jo ,  a n d  w h e r o  o r  w h a t  
■was th i s  c o u n t r y  ? T h o u g h  s o m o  O r i e n t a l i s t s  c a l l  i t  “ n o  r e a l  c o u n t r y ,”  
n n d  o th e r s  id e n t i f y  i t  w i th  t h e  b a s in  o f  th e  A r a s ,  t h e  l a t t e r  h a s  n o th i n g  
t o  d o  w i th  A iry & n ilm  V a e jo .  T h e  l a s t  Z a r a t n s t  m a y  h a v e  c h o s e n ,  a n d  h e  
h a s  so  c h o s e n ,  th o  b a n k s  o f  t h e  A r a s  f o r  t h e  c r a d l e  o f  h is  n e w ly  r e b o r n  
r e l ig io n  ; o n ly  t h a t  c r a d l e  r e c e iv e d  a  c h i ld  r e b o r n  a n d  s u c k le d  e l s e w h e r e ,  
n a m e ly ,  in  A ir y a n a m  V a e jo  ( t h e  t r u e  “ s e o d  o f  t h e  A r y a s , ”  w h o  w e re  
t h e n  a l l  t b a t  w a s  n o b le  a u d  t r u e )  w h ic h  p la c e  is  i d e n t i c a l  w i t h  t h e  
f ih q m b a l ta h  o f  t h e  H in d u s  a n d  th e  A r l ia t s ,  a  p la c e  n o w  r e g a r d e d  a l s o  a s  
m y th ic a l .  I n  F a r g a r d  I I  A h n r a  M a z d a  c a l l s  t o g e t h e r  “  a  m e e t i n g  o f  
th e  c e le s t i a l  g o d s ,”  a n d ,  Y im a ,  t h e  f i r s t  m a n  “  o f  t h e  e x c e l l e n t  m o r t a l s , ”  
i n  th o  A iryA nA m  V a e jo *—~u in  th e  ftir~ o ff la n d s  o f  th e  r i s in g  s u n ,”  s a y s  
t h e  B ook o f  N u m b e r *  o f  t h e  C h a ld e e s ,  w r i t t e n  o n  th e  E u p h r a t e s .  T h o s e  
o f  th e  P a r s e e s  w h o  h a v e  e a r s ,  l e t  th e m  h e a r ,  a n d — d r a w  t h e i r  i n f e r e n ­
c e s ;  a u d , p e r c h a n c e  . i t  m a y  b e  a l s o  f o u n d  t h a t  t h e  B r a h m a n s  w h o  
e a \n e  f ro m  t h e  N o r t h  t o  I n d i a  b r i n g i n g  w i t h  t h e m  a l l  t h e  l e a r n i n g  o f  
.sec re t w is d o m , c a m e  f r o m  a  p la c e  s t i l l  m o r e  u o r t t n v a r d  t h a n  la k g  - 
Hansarovftrrr-ii’ai

Com m entaries owe the  Jew s undeniably tlie ir an th ropo­
m orphic crea to r, as well as th e ir  crude notions about 
H eaven  and H ell.
_ T h e  l e a r n e d  C o lo n e l  will  b o x l o i n g  a  g r e a t  f a v o r  to  t h e  P a r s e e s ,  
i f  h e  will  c o n s e n t  to  s a y  w h a t  lie t h i n k s  of  t h e  fo l lo w in g  f ro m  
t h e  “ H i s t o r y  of  t h e  C o n f l ic t  b e t w e e n  S c i e n c e  a n d  l t e l i g i o n , ” by 
W .  D r a p e r  ■

“  P e r s i a ,  a s  is  t h e  c a s e  w i t h  a l l  e m p i r e s  o f  lo n g  d u r a t i o n ,  h a d

Si issed t h r o u g h  m a n y  c h a n g e s  of  r e l i g io n .  S h e  h a d  fo l low ed  th e  
l o n o t h e i s m  of Z o r o a s t e r  ; h a d  t h e n  a c c e p te d  D u a l i s m ,  a n d  e x ­

c h a n g e d  t h a t  f o r  M a g i a n i s m .  A t  t h e  t i m e  o f  M a c e d o n ia n  e x ­
p e d i t io n ,  s h e  r e c o g n i z e d  o n e  U n i v e r s a l  I n t e l l i g e n c e ,  t h o  C r e a t o r ,  
P r e s e r v e r  a n d  G o v e r n o r  of  a l l  t h i n g s ,  t h e  m o s t  ho ly  e s se n c e  
of  t r u t h ,  i h o  g i v e r  of a l l  g o o d .  H e  w as n o t  to  b e  r e p r e s e n t e d  
b y  a n y  i m a g e  o r  a n y  g r a v e n  f o r m . ” ( P a g e  15).

“  I n  t h e  l a t t e r  y e a r s  of  t h e  e m p i r e ,  t h e  p r in c ip le s  of  M a g ia n i s m  
h a d  g r a d u a l l y  p r e v a i l e d  m o r e  a n d  m o re  o v e r  t h o s e  of  Z o ro a s t e r .  
M a g i a n i s m  w a s  e s s e n t i a l l y  a  w orsh ip  of  t h e  e l e m e n t s .  O f  t h e s e ,  
f ire w a s  c o n s id e r e d  t h e  m o s t  w o r t h y  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of  t l ie  S u p r e m e  
B e i n g . ”  (P a g e ,  1 5 — 16.)

Colonel O lcott would p robab ly  answ er th a t  P rof. 
D raper was r ig h t w ith reg ard  to  the  many phases th ro u g h  
w hich the  g rea t relig ion of P ersia— if we have to call it 
thu s— had passed. B u t D rap er m entions by nam e only 
M onotheism , D ualism , M agianism — a kind  of refined 
Y isishtadw aitism — and  F ire  or elem ent w orship, w here­
as he m ight havo enum erated  the  g radual changes by the  
dozen. M oreover, he begins his enum eration a t the  w rong 
end. I f  M onotheism  has ever been the religion of the  
Parsees a t any  tim e, it  is so now, not then, nam ely, in  the 
Zoroaster period.

T h e  Z e n d  A v e s t a ,  w i t h  s o m e  e x c e p t io n s ,  c o n ta in s  n o t h i n g  
e s s e n t i a l l y  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  w h a t  t h e  V e d a s  c o n ta in .  T h e  god?,  t h e  
r i t e s ,  t b e  c e r e m o n ie s ,  t h e  m o d e s  of  p r a y e r s ,  a n d  t h e  p r a y e r s  
t h e m s e lv e s ,  a r e  b u t  a  re f lex  o f  t l i e  V e d a s .  S u r e l y  t h e n  w h e n  
Z o r o a s t e r  d i s s e n t e d  f ro m  t h e  B r a h m a n s ,  it  c o u ld  n o t  b e  m e r e l y  
to  a d o p t  t h e  s a m e  p a n t h e i s m  o r  p o ly t h e i s m  in  a  d if fe ren t -  
l a n g u a g e .  T h e  t e a c h i n g  of  Z o r o a s t e r  m u s t  n e c e s s a r i l y  be  s o m e  
t h i n g  q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t .  S o m e  m a y  sa y  h e  d i s s e n t e d  f ro m  tl ie  
id o l  w o r sh ip  o f  t h e  B r a h m a n s ;  b u t  I  t h i n k  h i s t o r y  c a n  p r o v e  
t h a t  t h e  B ra h m a n s  w e r e  i d o l a t o r s  b e f o re  they le ft A r ia n a ,  D oes  
i t  n o t  r a t h e r  a p p e a r  t h a t  t h e  M a g i a n s  w h o  fo l lo w ed  Z o r o a s t r i ­
a n i s m ,  co p ied  e v e r y t h i n g  f r o m  t h e i r  c lose  n e i g h b o u r s  t h e  B r a h ­
m a n s  a n d  m u d d l e d  i t  u p  w i t h  t h e  c u r r e n t  a n d  e as i ly  r e l i a b le  
n a m e  of Z o r o a s t e r ,  f o r g e t t i n g ,  p e r h a p s ,  u n d e r  t h e  sw a y  of 
a l t e r e d  p o p u l a r  s u p e r s t i t i o n s  of t h e  a g e ,  t h e  t r u e  t e a c h i n g  of 
Z o ro a s t e r .  T h e  l e a r n e d  C o lo n e l  o r  y o u r s e l f ,  o r  a n y  of  y o u r  c o n ­
t r i b u t o r s ,  w h o s e  l e a r n i n g  is,  I  m a y  s a y  w i t h o u t  f l a t t e ry ,  v e r y  
e n v ia b le ,  w il l  bo d o i n g  a  g r e a t  s e rv i c e  to  t h e  P a r s e e s ,  if h e  will  
k i n d l y  say  w h a t  h e  t h i n k s ,  t h e  t r u e  t e a c h i n g  of  Z o r o a s t e r  w as .

E nough  is said, we believe, in our p reced ing  sta tem ents 
to  show w hat we honestly  th in k  of “ the  tru e  teaching 
of Z oroaster.” I t  is only in such ra re  non-liturgical f ra g ­
m ents as the H ddokht N osk for instance, th a t th e  true 
teach ings of Z a ra tu sh tra  Spitam a, or those of p rim itive 
M agianism  m ay be ye t found ; and  even these have to be 
read as a sacred code to  w hich a  key has to be applied. 
Thus, every word in the  tene ts  g iven in  the  Iladohht and  
re la tin g  to  th e  fate of our soul a fte r  death , has its  occult 
m eaning. I t  is no t co rrec t to  say even of the  la te r  
versions of th e  Zend A v esta  th a t  its  gods, prayers and 
rites are all “ b u t a reflex of th e  V edas.”  N e ith e r th e  
B rahm ans, nor th e  Z oroastrians have copied one from 
the other. W ith  the  exception of the  word Zeruana  in  its  
la te r m eaning of “ B oundless”  time, instead  of th e  "B o u n d ­
less” S p irit, the  “  One e te rn ity ,”  explained in th e  sense 
of the  B rahm anical chnkkra  or endless circle, there  is 
n o th in g  borrow ed from  th e  V edas. B oth the  V edas and 
the  Z end-A vesta o rig in a tin g  from  the  same school, have 
natu ra lly  the  sam e sym bols only— very differently explain­
ed, still—having  the  sam e esoteric significance. P rof. 
M ax M uller, speak ing  of the Parsees, calls them  “ the  
d isinherited  sous of M a n u a n d ,  declares elsewhere, 
th a t the  Z oroastrians, and th e ir  ancestors s ta rted  from 
In d ia  during  the  V aid ik  period, “ which can be proved 
as d istinc tly  as th a t  th e  in h ab itan ts  of M assilia s ta rted  
from  G reece.” * W e certa in ly  do uot mean to  question 
th e  hypothesis, though  as he gives it, it is still bu t a p e r­
sonal opinion. The Z oroastrians have, undoubtedly,

*  S e e  Y d .  I  o f “ C h i p s , ”  p .  8 1 ,



boon “ se ttled  in In d ia  before th ey  im m igra ted  into 
Persia*’ aa th ey  have ages la ter, re tu rn ed  again  to A ry a­
varta , w hen, they  gotindeod "  u n d e rth e  away of a lte red  
popular superstitions, and fo rg o t th e  truo  teach ings 
of Z o ro aste r.”  B u t this theory  cu ts bo th  ways. F o r, it, 
ne ither proves th a t they have n o t en te red  In d ia  to g e th e r 
and  a t  th e  same tim e as the first B rahm ans who came 
to it  from  the  far n o r th ; nor th a t  th e  la tte r  had  not 
been "  s e tt le d ” in Persia, M edia, B abylonia and  elsew here 
beforo they  im m igrated  into the  land  of the  Seven R ivers. 
Between Z oroaster, the  prim eval insticutor of “ Sun”  wor­
ship, and  Z ara tu sh tra , the prim eval expounder of tlie 
occult p roperties and transcendental pow ers of the  divine 
(Prom ethoan) F ire, there lies th e  abyss of ages. The 
la tte r  was one of the oarliest h ie rophan ts, ono of the  first 
A thravans  (priests, or teachers of “  fire” ), while the  
Z oroaster of “  G ushtasp”  was liv ing  some 4,000 years
B .C . Indeed , Bunson places Z o ro aste r a t B ak tria  and  
the em igration  of the  B ak trians to the Indus a t 3784 B. C. 
A nd th is Z oroaster tau g h t, no t w hat he had  learned 
“  from ,”  bu t w ith, tho B rahm ans, i. e., a t A iryanam  Vaejo 
since w hat is iden tical w ith B rahm anieal sym bology is 
found b u t in the  earlie r Vedas, not in any of the la to r 
Coipm entaries, th a t  it may be even said of the V edas 
themaolV0 3 , th a t though  com piled in the  land of the 
Seven Rivors, they  ex isted  ages beforo iu the  north . 
Thus if any one is to be blam ed for g e ttin g  under 
“  th e  sway of a lte red  popular suporstitions”  of the  B rah­
m ans, it  is no t the  Z oroastrians of th a t age , b u t indeed 
H ystaspos who, a fte r v isiting  “  th e  B rahm ans of U pper 
In d ia ,”  as A m m ianus tells us— and  hav ing  boen in s tru c t­
ed by them , infused tho ir la te r  rites and ideas into the 
already disfigured M agian worship.

H a r g r a v e  J e n n i n g s ,  a  m y s t i c ,  h a s  e u lo g i s e d  f ire  a s  b e i n g  t h e  
b e s t  s y m b o l  of  w o r s h ip ,  b u t  h e  s a y s  n o w h e r e  t h a t  t h e  f ire s y m  
bol,  dii-t:Cbly w o r s h ip p e d  in i t s  o w n  n a m e  n n d  ns 0110 o f  t h e  
croaked e l e m e n t s ,  an is d o n e  in  Z e n d -A v e s t a ,  is in a n y  w ay  d e f e n ­
s ib le .  T h o  le a rn e d  C o lo n e l ,  in  h i s  l e c t u r e  o n  t h e  S p i r i t  of  
Z o r o a s t r i a n i s m ,  d e f e n d *  f i r e - w o r s h ip p e r s ,  b u t  d o e s  ho r e a l ly  
u n d e r s t a n d  t h e m  a s  o f f e r in g  d i r e c t  p r a y e r  a s  a b o v e  s t a t e d  P 
F i r e  w o r s h ip  i s  b o r ro w e d  f ro m  t h e  V e d a s .

W e th in k  not. F ire  worship, or ra th e r  reverence for 
fire, was in the  rem ote ages universal. F ire  and  w ater are 
the elem ents iu wliich, as Occult Scienco teaches, the  active 
and  passive productive power of th e  universe are  respec­
tively centred . Says H ippocrates: (D ivite  1— 4) “ A ll living 
crea tu res . . . .  anim als and  men o rig inate  from  tho two 
Principles, d iffering in potency b u t ag ree ing  in purpose. I  
mean F irean d  W ater. . . . F a th e rfiro g iv e s life to a llth in g s , 
but M other w ater nourishes th em .”  H as  our friend who 
Boems to  hIiow such an ev ident scorn fo r th e  em blem s of 
fiis own religion, ever stud ied  those of o th e r people ? H as 
ho ever boen told, th a t thero  never was a relig ion b u t 
paid reverence to the  Sun and F ire  as th e  fittes t embloms 
pf Life, hence— of the  life-giving p r in c ip le ; nay, th a t 
there  is no t, oven a t  p resent, one single creed ou our 
globe (including C hristianity) b u t has p reserved  th is  
reverence in its ritualism , though  the  em blem s w ith timo 
have boen changed an d  disfigured ? T he only essential 
difference betw een tho m odern P arsi M obeds aud  the 
C hristian  C lergy lios in th is : the  dovotoos of tho form er 
being  profoundly a ttached  to th e ir  old re lig ion ,— though  
they  m ay have fo rgo tten  its  o rig in ,— have honestly  
loft exoteric Z oroastrianism  s tan d in g  bofore the ju ry  of 
the world, who judges on m ere appearances— unveiled  in 
its apparen t nakedness; wliilo C hristian  theologians less 
unsophisticated , lcopt porpeti^ally m odifying C hristian ity  
in oxact p roportion  as SGionce advanced  and  the world 
becam e more enligh toned , un til finally th o ir religion 
now stands under a th ick , w ithal very insecure, m ask. 
All tlie roligions from tho old V aidic, the Z oroastrian  
and tho Jew ish  creeds down to m odern C hristian ity , tho 
illegitim ate and  repud ia ted  p rogeny  of the  lfist, sp rang  
from archaic M agianism, or the  R elig ion basod upon tho 
knowlodge of O ccult naturo , called som etim es Sabaism —• 
the “ w orship”  (?) pf the Sun, m oon, and  stars . Seo 
v rh ty teyen  Pow ell I fe re d ith  in  h is  “  CQrroapondenco

touching  the  D ivine O rigin of the C hristian R elig ion ,” 
w ith the  V icar of W hap lode, says :—

“  \ 011r s a c r e d  b o o k s ,  S ir ,  a r e  r e p l e t e  w i th  p h r a s e s  u sed  in firq* 
Wl il'rthip am i  w i th  n a r r a t i o n s  of  t l iu  a p p e a r a n c e s  of a  f irp -^od .  
I t  way iid u f l a m e  of fire t h a t  t h e  J e w i s h  D e i ty  f i rs t  a p p e n re d  t o  
M oses .  I t  w a s  us firo  ho g a v e  th o  law o n  M o u n t  S inai  : ' I t  w a s  
th e  G od ,  t h a t  a n s w e r e d  a s  fire, w o o  w as  to  be  Lhe t r u e  g o d  in t h o  
eo i t e H  l i r l J  b e t w e e n  liilij.i,, m id  Lho P r o p h e t s  of  13at» 1. I t  whs  Q3 
fire  t h o  s a m e  G o d  a n s w e re d  liis s e r v a n t  D a v id .  T h e  ' a l t a r  p£ 
11iC'-'iiSG d i s p l a y e d  t h i s  fire. T h e  s a m e  fire , w i th  i n c e n s e — a  p e r ­
f u m e  u se d  by h e a t h e n s  in t h e i r  w o rsn ip — w as c a r r i e d  h y  t h a  
p r i e s t s  in t h e i r  c e n s e r s  ; a n d  t i n s  fire  o n c e  m i ra c u lo u s ly  k i l l e d  

ot i.hem. All t h e  b u r n t  o f f e r in g s  ot" t l ie  Je w s ,  l ik e  t h e r e o f  
o t h e r  n;*tion9, o r i g in a t e d  iu  f ire w tnvh ip ,  t h e  w o r s h ip p e r s  tsnp- 
p u s iu g  t h a t  th o  G od  o f  fire d e v o u r e d  t h e i r  sacrif ices a s  fo od ,  
w h e t h e r  ve^ei .ublo, o r  a n i m a l ,  lm m a n  or b e s t i a l .  I n  4 a  C h a r i o t  o£ 

fire ,  am i  h o rd e s  of fire,* p rec ise l  y l ike  t h e  h e a t h e n  c h a r io t  a n d  
h o r s e s  of ih e  S u n ,  E l i j a h  w e n t  u p  to h e a v e n  W e  a r e  to ld  thati  
J e h o v a h  w e n t  b f o r e  th o  J e w s  ‘ a s  a  c o n s u m i n g  f i r e a n d  Wo 
a ro  H s su iv d ,  n o t  o n ly  by t l ie  J e w ,  t h a t  h i s  J e h o v a h  A le im  is a  
c o n s u m i n g  fl,e  “  jevon a  j e a l o u s  G o d ” (or,  a s  s o m e  t r a n s l a t e  t h e  
l a t t e r  e x p r e s s i o n ,  t l ie  b u r n i n g  G od  . . . ,) b u t  a l s o  b y
tl io  C h r i s t i a n ,  t h a t  I h e n s  n r  Zeus (loue, Iavo, Jove, J u p ite r , &c.)  
is  a c o n s u m i n g  l i r e ! W e i ind  t l i a l  th o  s a c r e d  f ire of J e h o v u h  w a a  
in  Z io n ,a d  well us in t h e  t e m p l e  Vostii , o r  M in e rv a (  I sa . x sx i ,  9),iwid 
aa  a  s t i l l  m o r e  r e m a r k a b l e  p roo f  o f  t h e  i d e n t i t y  of t h e  J e w i s h  fire- 
w o r s h ip ,  wiili  i .hat  o f  l h e  G e n t i l e s ,  we f ind  th a t the fire  o f Jeho­
vah , on the brazen a ltar, wan to be Ic y t a lw ays b u rn in g — waa never
lo be allow ed to go out. ( Nev. vi. 1:5.) P re c i s e ly  in  l i k e  m a n n e r  
w us t h e  s a c r e d  fir e  k e p t  ( j u r y i n g  in t h e  t e in p lo  of  D ia n a ,  a m o n g  
t b o  Pe i  siting. T h e  M a g i  of  P e r s i a  a n d  C h a ld e a  h a d  t h e  c a r e  o£ 
p r e s e r v i n g  t h i s  ho ly  fire .  I n  t h e  t e m p l e  of  C e re s  a n d  oE 
A p o l lo  th o  s a c re d  fir e  w as a l w a y s  k e p t  b u r n i n g .  T h e  p r e s e r ­
v a t io n  of  t h e  fire  in t l io  t e m p l e  of  M i n e r v a  w as  e n t r u s t e d  to  a  
n u m b e r  of y o u n g  w o m e n ,  j u s t  a s  tl io v e s ta l  V i r g i n s  w e re  c h a r g e d  
w i th  t h e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  of  t h e  s a c re d  fire  iu t h e  t e m p le  o f  V e s t a  
u n d e r  p e n a l t y  of  d e a t h ,  if t h o y  a l l o w e d  th i s  p r e c io u s  fire t o  bo e x ­
t i n g u i s h e d .  T h o  c u s t o m  o f  p r e s e r v i n g  t h e  s a c r e d  fire is m u c h  
o ld e r  t h a n  t h e  H e b r e w  m y th o lo g y .  D io d o r u s  S ic u lu s  te l l s  n s  
t h a t  i t  w a s  d e r iv e d  by  t h e  R o m a n s  f ro m  t h e  G r e e k s ,  a n d  by  t h e m  
f r o m  t h e  E g y p t i a n s  ( w h o  b o r ro w e d  i t  f ro m  t h e  l . ' liuldees).  T h e r a  
is v e ry  l i t t l e  d o n b t  t h a t  it  is n e a r ly  a s  old  a s  S u n - w o r s h i p ,  a n d  
t h a t  fire  w h e n  w o r s h i p p e d  w as o r ig in a l ly  r e g a r d e d  a s  an  e m b lo rn  
of  t h e  S o la r  D e i ty .  All d i e  a n c i e n t s  im u g i r . e d .  t h e  g o d  to  bo a  
b o d y  of  fire. Uy all  h i s  w o r s h ip p e r s ,  he w as  c o n s i d e r e d  to  h a v e  
e x i s te d  f ro m  E t e r n i t y ,  a n d  to  lnivo c r e a t e d ,  n o t  o n ly  a l l  othet*
I>itninous bod ie s  b n t  t h e  w h o le  U n i v e r s e .  H o  w a s  t h o u g h t  to  b a  
t h e  f a t h e r  of l i g h t s  a u d  lo  h a v e  all  o t h e r  l u m in a r i e s ,  s u c h  a s  
tl io M o o n ,  s t a r s ,  a n d  so  on u n d e r  h is  c o n t r o l  a n d  g u i d a n c e .  Aa 
a  c r e a to r ,  h e  w us  c a l l e d  H elios D etniourgos,— the Sun-crea tor or 
the S o la r creator. I n  t h e  P s a l m s ,  a s  well a s  in  o t h e r  p a n s  o£ 
t h e  B ib le ,  t h o  c r e a t io n  a n d  g o v e r n m e n t  of  th e  w o r ld  a r e  a t t r i b u t e d  
to  th o  S o la r  L)eity in  a  v a s t  n u m b e r  of  i n s t a n c e s  w h ich  y o u  w i l l  
f ind  in t h e  se q u e l  ( V i d  V o s s iu s ,  d e  O r ig .  e t  P r o g .  Id o l .  lib. ii, 
c. 5. B o c h a r t  C a n a a n ,  l ib .  ii, c. 5)  a s  G o v e r n o r  o f  t b e  C e le s t i a l  
B od ies ,  t h o u g h t  by t h e  a n c i e n t s  in fe r io r  g o d s .  T h e  H e l io  D e i t y  
of  t h e  13ib le  is c o n t i n u a l l y  c a l l e d  ‘ God o f  H o s t s , ’ ‘ L o r d  of H o s ts , ’
‘ L o rd  G o d  of  H o s t s , ’ &c. Jehovah  Tsabaoth , A le i T sabnoth). 
W h e r e v e r  t h e  Qod o f  H o sts  is  m e n t io n e d  in tb o  H e b r e w  B ib le ,  
t h ' i r e  c a n  b e  no  room  fo r  d o u b t  t h a t  t b e  w r i t e r  m e a n t  t h e  S i m  
( t h e  L o r d  of t l io  H o s t  of  S t a r s  ) W e  o f t e n  r e a d  o f  t h e  lig h t, 
glory, a n d  sh in in g  o f  t h e  G od  of  H o s t s ,  s u c h  a s — “ O L o r d  G o d  oE 
H o s t s ,  c a u s e  t h y  face  to  s h i n e  ( P s a lm s  Ix z x ) .” — T h e  R e p o u m e b ,  
‘‘ Delot on  T h e ism ,’’ p p .  28 ,  29.

W e invito our correspondent, if lie w an ts to  trace in 
the  R itualism  of m odern C hristian  theology  tho old F ire - 
w orsh ip— to road Tha llosicrucinns, by H arg rav e  J on- 
niiig.s, w ith  moro a tten tio n  than  ho had  h itherto  done. 
F ire  is tho ossence of all activo pow er in  natu re . F ire  
and w ater aro the  eleinonts to wliich all organized  ancl 
anim atod beings owe th e ir  existence on our E a r th , 
a t  any ra te , tlio sun is the only visible and  undeniablo 
C reato r and  R eg en era to r of life.

I f  ono  s h o u ld  t a k a  a  c u r s o r y  g la n c o  t h r o u g h  t h e  S p i e g e l  Bleofc 
T r a n s l a t i o n  of  Z e n d  A v e s t a ,  he  will f ind t h a t  t h o  p o r t io n s  iu 
l a n g u a g e s  oLher t h a n  Z e n d  a ro  m a r k e d  in i t a l ic s ,  H e  will a lso  find 
t h a t  in c o m m o n  w i th  se v e ra l  o th e r s ,  a l l  t h e  p e n i t e n t i a l  p o r t io n s ,  
in  t h a  A v e s ta ,  w i t h o u t  excep t  ion ,a ro  a lso  in i t a l i c s ,  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  
t h e  p o r t io n s  a u d  t h e  d o c t r in e  l l iey  c o n ta in ,  w e r e  i n t r o d u c e d  a t  a 
v e r y  lu le  p e r io d .  W il l  Lho l o n rn e d  C o lo n e l  o r  y o u r s e l f ,  o r  a n y  of 
y o u r  c o n t r i b u to r s , k in d l y  say  w h a t  Z o r o a s t r i a n i s m  lo o k s  l ike  w h e n  
d i v e s t e d  of t h e  d o c t r i n e  of p e n i t e n c e  p A n d  w h e n  f u r t h e r d i v o s t -  
c d  o f  a l l  t h a t  h a s  b een  co p ie d  b y  th o  M a g ia n s  f ro m  t h e  V e d a s ,  I  
think n o t h i n g  w o r t h  k n o w i n g  r e m a in s .

W o would p u t the  la s t sontence otliorwiso, and say 
th a t “  divested  of its  few rem aining non-liturgical frag ­
m en ts ,” aud  a fe w F a rg a rd s  an d Y ash ts  explained esoteri* 
cally, nothing worth knowing  can be found in the  Avesta  as



i t  s tands a t p resen t. Prodicus and  some of the  early  
Gnostics were th e  la s t who had in the ir possession some 
of the sec re t books of Zoroaster. T lia t those “  secre t” 
books w ere no t the  Avesta in its p resen t form , can be

roved .by tho non-attractiveness of its tex ts  w hich
avo n o th ing  in them , as explained now, to fascinate the  

m ystic. P rodicus had the secret code as well as the  key 
to  it. A few of the adep ts of ancien t M agianisin  existed  
an d  wero know n public ly  in those days, since Clem ent 
A lexandrinus speak s of those who follow the  heresy of 
Prodicus and  “ boast of possessing the  secre t books of 
Zoroaster.” (S trom . I.)

Y o u  h a v e  o f t e n  s a id ,  n n d  y o u r  T h e o s o p h i s t  b r o t h e r s  h a v e  a lso  
Baid, t h a t  t l ie  ( Jh r i .s t ians  live in a h o u s e  ot’ g l a s s ,  :>.nd t h a t  t h e  
T h e o s o p h i s t s  k n o w  w h a t  t h e  C h r i s t i a n s  u re .  'L h e  s u n e  is sa id of 
Zoroi iSt.imiiibui, H i n d u i s m ,  a n d  B u d d h i s m ,  H u t  we a r e  n e v e r  to ld  
w n d t  t h e  Chritsi.iiius r e a l ly  a r e  o r  w h a t  t h e i r  t r u e  t e a c h i n g  s h o u ld  
bo. D o  Thcoso |>his l.s  t h i n k  that , s u c h  f;ef:enil  r e m a r k s  w i th  
o u t  th o  s l i g h t e s t  a t t e m p t  to  s u p p o r t  t h e m  by  p roof*  b e l t e r  t h a n  
t h o s e  f u r n i s h e d  by  o r d i n a r y  h im o r i e s ,  will in a n y  w ay  .nerve a n y  
p u r p o s e  P If  t h e  arguments should be any other t h a n  f o u n d e d  u p ­
o n  O c c u l t  p h i lo s o p h y ,  t h o u  ] t  l ink  t.ho d i f f i c u l t .k r  in y o n r  w ay  
s h o u ld  p io v o  s i m i l a r  to th o so  t h a t  h a v e  b e s e t  a u d  d e t e r r e d  t h e  
C h r i s t i a n  m i s s io n a r i e s  in Tndiu .

' The followers of every one of the  p resen t g rea t exoteric 
re lig ions " l iv e  in a  house of g lass.”  T he im peachm ent 
is p re tty  well proved, we should say, by th e ir  respective in ­
h ab itan ts  having  n igh  broken by th is tim e all the window
panes of the ir neighbo urs,w hohave re tu rned  the com plim ent.
I t  is sufficient, we believe, to  study C hristian ity , and  com­
pare  its hundreds of m utually  conflicting and  destroy ing  
sects, to find ou t w hat they  are, or ra th e r  w hat they  aro 
n o t ; for surely a  tru e  C hrist-like C hristian  is ra re r in our 
days than  a  w hite crow. I t  is n o t, how ever, in the  
colum ns of th is jou rnal th a t we can uudertako  to show 
all th a t “ th ey  really  a re ,”  nor have wo h ith e rto  shown 
any signs— w henever occasion p resen ted  itself— of lim it­
in g  our charges to “  general rem arks bu t, since tru th  is 
very  unpalatab le,and  as they are  show ing by th e ir  actions 
b e tte r , than  we can ever do so in w ords, the ir real m oral 
s tan d a rd — we reg ard  it as a loss of tim e to be ever p re ­
sen tin g  before tliem am irro r. I t  is tlio task  u n d ertak en an d  
carried  out in a most oxcellent way by the  free-th inkers , 
in  whose cu rren t lite ra tu re  one can find every th ing  ono 
m ay desire in tho shape of proof. Our business is to 
winnow by .the m eans of Occult philosophy the  gra in  
from  the chaff, to show w hat a  th in g  is not, and  thus 
allow the profane an opportun ity  to  judge fo r them selves 
and  see w hat it is. .
• T h e  a b o v e  n re  t h e q u e s t i o n s  t l m t  h a v e  b e e n  e m b a r r a s s i n g  m e  
l o r  m o n t h s ,  a n d  I  d o  In-pe t h a t  d i f fu s e  t h o u g h  t h e y  a r e ,  y o u  will  
d o  m e  t h e  f a v o r  to  i n s e r t  t h e m  in  t h e  n e x t  i s s u e  o f  t b e  Thtoso• 
•phist. I f  t h e y  will o n ly  s e rv e  to  s t i r  t h o  P a r s e e  s c h o la r s  ( u n f o r ­
t u n a t e l y  I  a m  n o t  a  s c h o la r}  I  sha l l  b e  sa t is f ie d .

W e have done our best to  satisfy our correspondent. 
T he subject is of a trem endous in te rest to  every th ink ing  
P arsee , bu t he has to help h im self if he would learn  more. 
H is religion is no t dead y e t ; and under the  lifeless m ask 
of m odern Zoroastrianism  tho pulse of the  M agi of 
old still beats. W^o have endeavoured as briefly as 
possible to g ive a  correct, though  a very superficial, view 
of the pu rpo rt and sp irit of tru e  M agianism . T here  is 
toot a sentence in this for wliich au th o rity  canno t be 
shown.
• , —■■■■ •---------

H IE R O SO P H Y  AN D  T H E O S O m Y .  ,
B y W it,mam Oxley, F. T. S.

' W h e n  I wrote out my paper on tlie above subject, and 
which was courteously inserted in the Theosophist, I  did not 
write, or send it in the spirit of antagonism, or with any 
assumed air of the possession of superior knowledge ; but 
simply to put forward thoughts which have been imparted to 
me from time to time, and which to my view, a t least, appear 
to follow in natural Rcqucncc, according to the “ Law of 
Evolution, and Cyclic Development.”
• In dealing with what appears to be the difference between. 
Hierosophic and Theosophic teachings, as to Re-birth, or Re­
incarnation, we should have to deal with what Theosophy, 
tprms the “ Seventh principle” in man, but which I  liavo

t e r m e d  t h e  “  M a s t e r  a t o m , ”  t h a t  i n  i t s  d c s c e n t  t h r o u g h  v a n -  
o u s  s p h e r e s  c l o t h e s  i t s e l f  w i t h  a  c o v e r i n g  d e r i v e d ,  o r  d r a w n ,  
f r o m  s u b s t a n c e s  p r o p e r  t o  e a c h  s p h e r e  t h r o u g h  w h i c h  i t  d e s ­
c e n d s  u n t i l  i t  u l t i m a t e s  u p o n  t h e  p h y s i c a l  o r  m u n d a n e  p l a n e  
o f  c o n s c i o u s n e s s .  T h e  q u e s t i o n  n o w  c o m e s — I s  t h a t  “  s e v e n t h  
p r i n c i p l e ”  a n  e n t i ty , i .  e., i s  i t  a  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  a t o m  o f  l i f e  ? 
T o  w h i c h  I  r e p l y —-In  a p p earance— y e s .  I n  r e a l i ty —-no. T h o  
t e r m  “  a tom , o f  l i f e ”  h a s  a u  a p p l i c a t i o n  o n ly  p e r m i s s i b l e  o n  t h e  
p l a n e  o f  h u m a n  t h o u g h t  a n d  c o n s c i o u s n e s s .  I t  i s  r e l a t i v e ,  n o t  
a b s o l u t e .  I f  w e  m u s t  g o  b a c k  f a r  e n o u g h ,  o r  d e e p  e n o u g h ,  I  
u r g e  t h a t  t h e r o  is  b u t  o n e  L i f o  a n d  o n e  S u b s t a n c e ;  a n d  th a t ,  a l l  
w h i c h  is ,  i s  bu l j  t h e  p h e n o m e n o n  o f  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n ,  w h i c h  is 
c e a s e l e s s ,  c h a n g i n g ,  a n d  e t e r n a l . *  P r e c i s e l y  a t  t h e  p o i n t s  w h e r e  
t h i s  p h e n o m e n a l ' d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  c o m e s  in ,  t h e r e  t h e  “  a t o m  o f  
l i f e ” a p p e a r s ; a n d  w e  h o l d ,  t h a t  t h i s  spec i f ic  a t o m ,  o n c e  d i f ­
f e r e n t i a t e d ,  a n d  e n t e r i n g  u p o n  i t s  c y c l i c  r o u n d ,  a f t e r  h a v i n g  
a t t a i n e d  a  s p e c i f ic  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  o f  i t s  o w n  o n  t h e  m u n d a n e ,  
o r  p h y s i c a l ,  p l a n e ,  c a n  n e v e r  r e - e n t e r  t h e  s a m e  p l a n e  a g a i n  ; 
a s  t h e  p u r p o s e  is  a c c o m p l i s h e d  f o r  w h i c h  i t  w a s  so  d i f f e r e n t i ­
a t e d .  B u t ,  t h i s  “  m a s t e r  a t o m ” i n  o r d e r  t o  m a k e  i t s e l f  v i s ib le ,  
o r  c o g n i s a b l e ,  o n  t h e  v a r i o u s  p l a n e s  i n  i t s  d e s c e n t ,  a t t r a c t s  
t o  i t s e l f  o ther a to m s,  w h i c h  f o r m  i t s  e n v e l o p e ,  o r  c l o t h i n g  : 
a n d  these a tom s,  b y  v i r t u e  o f  c o n t a c t — t e m p o r a r y  a s  i t  i s —  
i m p r e g n a t e d  w i t h  t h e  l i f e  q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  m a s t e r  a t o m ,  a n d  
a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  i n  t h e  sc a le  o f  c o n s c io u s n e s s ,  
c o n s c i o u s n e s s  w h i lo  a s c e n d i n g ,  u n c o n s c i o u s n e s s  w h i l e  d e s ­
c e n d i n g — so,  c o n d i t i o n s  a r e  s u p p l i e d  f o r  p h e n o m e n a l  e x ­
p r e s s i o n s  o n  t h e  i n f i n i t e  v a r i e t y  o f  B e i n g . f

I  t h i n k  a l l  t h i s ,  a n d  m u c h  m o r e ,  i s  c l e a r l y  s h o w n  i n  t h e  
s e r i e s  o f  F r a g m e n t a r y  T r u t h s ,  g i v e n  f r o m  t i m e  t o  t i m e  b y  
t h e  M a h a t m a s ,  w h o ,  w i t h  a  w i s d o m  t h a t  c a n n o t  b e  g a i n s a i d ;  
i m p a r t  so  m n c h  a s  c a n  b e  a p p r e c i a t e d  a n d  n o  m o r e .  M y  l a t e  
v i s i t  t o  E g y p t  b r o u g h t  m e  i n t o  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  a n c i e n t  
E g y p t i a n  d o c t r i n e  o f  m e t e m p s y c h o s i s ,  w h i c h  s e e m e d  to  
t e a c h ,  t h a t  t h e  s o u l ,  o r  v i v i f y i n g  p r i n c i p l e ,  a f t e r  l e a v i n g  t h e  
b o d y ,  w a s  r e - i n c a r n a t e d  i n  l o w e r  a n d  e v e n  a n i m a l  f o r m s ,  a n d  
t h a t  i t  r i iu s t  p a s s  t h r o u g h  e v e r y  v a r i e t y  of  o r g a n i s e d  l i fe  
f o r m s ,  u n t i l  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h r e e  t h o u s a n d  y e a r s  i t  w o u l d  r e t u r n  
a n d  b e  r e - u n i t c d  w i t h  t h e  p h y s i c a l  b o d y ,  w h i c h  w a s  so  
c a r c f u l l y  p r e s e r v e d  a n d  m u m m i f i e d  u n d e r  t h i s  i d e a .  T i m e  
h a s  p r o v e d  t h e  f a l l a c y  o f  t h e  d o c t r i n e ,  a s  so  m a n y  m u m m i e s ,  
n o w  .in  e x i s t e n c e ,  a r c  c o n s i d e r a b l y  o l d e r  t h a n  t h e  3 ,0 0 0  y e a r s ,  
a n d  t h e  s o - c a l l c d  s o n l  h a s  no t r e t u r n e d  t o  c l a i m  i t s  p h y s i c a l  
b o d y .  W e  m u s t  t h e r e f o r e  s e e k  f o r  a n o t h e r  s o l u t i o n  t o  a n  
a n c i e n t  d o c t r i n e  w h i c h ,  u n d o u b t e d l y ,  h a d  a n  u n d e r l y i n g  c o n e  
o f  t r u t h .  |  •

I  n o t i c e  t h e  E d i t o r ’s n o t e  i n  M a r c h  n u m b e r  o f  t h e  T h eo so p h ist, 
i n  r e p l y  t o  t h e  q u e r y  r a i s e d  b y  a  c o r r e s p o n d e n t  X  i n  r e f e r e n c e  
t o  t h e  r e t r o g r e s s i o n  o f  t h e  “  s p i r i t u a l  s u r v i v a l ”  a f t e r  p h y s i c a l  
d e a t h .  I  a m  R o m e w h a t  a t  a  lo s s  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  r e l e v a n c y

* T h i s  is  g o o d , o r th o d o x  o c c u l t i s m  a s  i t  n o w  s t a n d s .  O n ly  w i th  o u r  
c o r r e s p o n d e n t ’s p e r m is s io n ,  w e  a r e  o b l ig e d  to  r e m in d  h im  t h a t  a c c o r d ­
in g  to  t h e  O c c u l t  d o c t r in e  th o  t e r m  “  W a s t e r  A to m ’* is  n o t  a p p l ic a b le  to  
th o  7 t h  p r in c ip le ,  t h o u g h  i t  c a n  b e  v e r y  p r o p e r ly  u s o d  in  r e f e r e n c e  to  
t h e  6 t h , t h e  v e h ic le  o f  s p i r i t ,  o r  s p i r i t u a l  s o u l. T h e  v ie w s  o f  t h e  o c c u l t i s t*  
u p o n  s p i r i t  a n d  s o n l m a y  b e  s a id  to  a d o p t  th o  m id d lo  g r o u n d  b e tw e e n  
th o  th e o r ie s  o f  H o sc o v ich  a n d  H e lm h o l tz ,  o n  th o  i n t i m a t e  n a t u r e  o f  
m a t t e r .  T lie  7 th  p r in c ip le ,  o r  r a t h o r  i t s  e s s e n c e ,  b e lo n g s  to  t h e  se v e n th  
s t a t e  o f  m a t t e r ,  i .  e ., a  s t a t e  w h ic h  m a y  b e  v ie w e d  in  o u r  m u n d & n o  
c o n c e p t io n s ,  a s  p u r e  s p i r i t ; w h i le  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  s i x t h  p r in c ip le ,  £> 
n  i t  a  ce n tre  n f  f o r t  a l ik o  i t s  s p i r i t ,  a  c e n t r e  in  w h ic h  th o  id e a  o f  a l l  s u b -  
s t  in c o  d i s a p p e a r s  a l t o g e t h e r ,  b u t  a  f lu id ic  o r  r a t h e r  e t h e r e a l  "  a to m .”  
T h e  f o r m e r  is  u n d i f f e r e n t i a t e d ,  t h e  l a t t e r — d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  m a t t e r ,  
th o u g h  in  i t s  h ig h e s t  a u d  p u r e s t  s t a t e ,  O n e— t h e  l i f e  t h a t  a n i m a t e s  t h e  
a t o m ,  t h e  o t h e r  th o  v e h ic le  t h a t  c o n t a in s  i t .— E d .  ■ -

+ T h is  is  h e te ro d o x .  I f  b y  “  M a s to r  a t o m ”  t h e  d iv in e  “  h u m a n  m o n a d ”  
is  m e a n t  th e n ,  it  r e m a i n s  unconscioiiB o r  r a t h e r  ir responsible  w h e th e r  
“  descending '’ o r "  a s c c n d i n g ”  t h e  c i r c le  o f  s p h e r e s  f o r  3 |  xounds, a f t e r  
w h ic h ,  so  lo n g  a s  i t  is  united  to  personalit ies i t  r e m a in s  b o th  c o n s c io u s  
a n d  r e s p o n s ib le .  — E d .  ;

^  M r. O x le y  w il l  p e r m i t  u s  to  c o r r e c t  h im .  H e  lo o k s  a t  t h e  o b je c t iv e  
t e r r e s t r i a l  a n d  e m p ty  s h e l l— t h e  “  m u m m y ,”  a n d  f o r g e t s  t h a t  t h e r e  m a y  
bo  h id d e n  u n d e r  t l io  c r u d e  a l l e g o r y  a  g r e a t  s c ie n t i f i c  a n d  o c c u l t  t r u t h .  
W e  a r e  t a u g h t  t h a t  f o r  il.OOO ycaiB a t  le a s t  t h e  “  in n m m y ”  n o tw i t h s t a n d .  
in g  a l l  t h e  c h e m ic a l  p r e p a r a t i o n s  goeB  o n  th r o w in g  off to  t h e  l a s t  
in v is ib lo  a to m s ,  w h ic h  f ro m  t h e  h o u r  o f  d e a th  r e - e n t e r i n g  t h e  v a r io u s  
v o r tic e s  o f  b e i n g  g o  in d e e d  “  th r o u g h  e v e r y  v a r i e t y  o f  o rg a n iz e d  l i f e  
f o r m s .”  B u t  i t  is  n o t  t h e  s o n l,  th o  5fch, l e a s t  o f  a l l  t h e  ( jth , p r in c ip le ,  b u t  
th o  L'fe a to m s  o f  th o  j i v a  t h e  2 n d  p r in c ip le .  A t t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  3 ,0 0 0  y e a r s  
s o m e t im e s  m o re , a n d  s o m e t im e s  le s s ,  a f t e r  e n d l e s s  t r a n s m i g r a t i o n s  a l l 
th e s e  a to m s  a r e  o n c e  m o i o d r a w n  to g e th e r ,  a n d  a r e  m a d e  to  f o r m  t h e  new ; 
o u t e r  c lo th in g  o r  t h e  b o d y  o f  t h e  s a m e  m o n a d  ( th o  ro a l  s o u l)  w h ic h  h a d  
a l r e a d y  b e e n  c  o t l ie d  w i th  tw o  o r  t h r e e  th o u s a n d s  o f  y e a r s  b e fo re .  E v e n  
in  th o  w o r s t  c a s o  t h a t  o f  t h e  a n n i h i l a t io n  o f  th e  c o n s c io u s  p e r so n a l  
P  'in c ip lo  t h e  m o n a d  o r  in d i v id u a l  s o u l is  e v e r  t h e  s a m e  a s  a r e  a l s o  th e  
a to m s  o f  t h e  lo w e r  p r in c ip le s  w h ic h  r e g e n e r a te d  a n d  r e n e w e d  in  t h i s  e v e r  
f lo w in g  r i v e r  o f  b e in g  a r e  m a g n e t i c a l l y  d r a w n  to g e t h e r  o w in g  to  t h e i r  
a f f i n t y ,  a n d  a r e  o n c e  m o r e  r e - i n c a r n a t e d  to g e t h e r .  S u c h  w a s  t h e  t m q  
o c c u l t  t h e o r y  o f  t h e  E g y p t i a n s .— E d .



of tho Editor’s note, who must know tha t “ morality” is not 
a substance—but a term used to express the quality of 
a conscious entity in human form.* The real question 
involved is this : “ Does the life principle that escapes from 
tho human body a t death, maintain the consciousness 
of its individuality,—not personality : and if so, does that 
conscious individuality advance to higher, or more interior, 
states of being P To which we reply in the affirmative.f 
The revered Mahatmas know as well as I  do, tha t 
overy spirit atom which is ultim ated into physical condi­
tions of existence is absolutely needful to fulfil the grand " 
purposes of so called creation : and th a t viewing this from 
the interior plane of Being, a l l  are equally good. There can­
not be such a thing as a mistake ; for no atom can be ulti­
mated without a speific purpose to fu lfil; and tha t purpose is 
fulfilled by such atom becoming differentiated. Good and 
evil ; righteous and wicked ; sinner and s a in t ; are relative 
terms applicable only to the sensuous planes of consciousness. 
Nevertheless in the infantile state of humanity a t large upon 
this planet, tho educative process of the individuated atom 
cannot bo accomplished, under present conditions, in other 
mode, than the solf-eft’ort which is requisite to enable such 
atom to consciously progress in the scale of being.

------•------
T H E  A L M O R A  S W A M I

UPON
P h i l o s o p h y  i n  G e n e r a l  a n d  o u r  F a i l i n g s  i n  P a r t i c u l a r .

I n our F eb ru ary  N um ber (see page 118) prefacing1 
the valuable though som ew hat hazy con tribu tion  by the 
venerable Swam i of A lm ora on “  A dw aita  P h ilo so p h y /’ 
we wrote the  following editorial lines :—

11 As the Hulijoincd letter come.i from hucIi n learned pource, 
we do not feel justified in commenting upon il editorial I}'. Our 
peruoual kno»'li'di*e <»f tlie Adwaita douLnne buini; unquestion­
ably meagre when contrasted witli tliat of a Pui'umulmnsu—henca 
TUB yoOT NOTES Br OUE LKAUNKU BltOTHKIt, 'i . SlIBBA liOW, TO 
V11UM WK T U It N K D OVfc.ll TUB il. S. FOU llKi’LY.”

T his notice, we believe, was plain enough to screen us 
th e rea fte r from any such personal rem arks as are  now 
flung a t our head by the holy ascetic of A lm ora in the 

aper th a t follows. Some of those rhetorical blossoms 
aviug been left by us for the purpose of enlivening the 

otherw ise too monotonous field of his philosuphical sub­
ject, th e  reader may jud g e  for him self. W e say 
“ som e,1'  for, having to  satisfy all our contribu tors, and 
our space being lim ited, we cannot consent to crowd out 
more in te restin g  m atte r to  m ake room fo r ju s t  154 
columns of quotutionsprafusely mixed w ith reprim ands and 
flings of any  correspondent, even though  the la tte r  be as 
we Jearn from  his own words, “  a m odest herm it of the 
ju n g le .”  . Therefore, w ith all our profound respect for 
our opponent, we had to  curta il hia too long paper 
considerably. W e propose, however, to  show him hia 
chief m istake, and thus to b lun t a few of the m ost pointed  
shafts in tended to pierce th rough th e  po in ts of the edito­
rial harness. .

If , a fte r the  hum ble confession quoted above from our 
F eb ruary  num ber, the  editorial reply th a t followed 
ano ther paper from  the sam e ascetic, nam ely, the  “  In  
R e-A dw aita Philosophy,” in the  M arch N um ber— was 
utill taken  ns em anating  from one who lwd ju s t confessed 
her incom petency to hold a d ispu tation  with the learned 
Swami upon A dw aita tenets— the fau lt is not ours.-. This 
erro r is the  more s tran g e  since tlio Swami liad been 
clearly w arned tha t his po in ts would be d isputed  and 
questions answ ered in fu ture by our b ro th e r M r. T. Subba. 
Row, as learned in A dw aita philosophy as in tho esoteri- 
cism of th« sacred books of the E ast. Therefore w e , had 
a r ig h t to  expect th a t the  P aram ahansa  would have

•  U n a b lo  t o  f in d  in  t h o  M a rc h  n u m b o r  tb o  e e n to n c o  r e f e r r e d  to , w o  
d o  n o t ,k n o w  w l ia t  M r . O x le y  is  r e f e r r i n g  to .— E d .  ' ’

t  W e  a r e  s o r r y  to  r o p ly  in  th o  n e g a t iv e .  T h a t  w h ic h  m a i n t a i n s  t l io  
c o n s c io u s n e s s  o f  i t s  in d i v id u a l i t y  is  th o  G th  p r in c ip lo  in  c o n ju n c t io n  
w i th  th o  7 t h  a n 1  t h e  a  p o r t i o n  o f  th o  5 t h  a n d  i t s  v o h ic le  t h e  4 t h ,— th o *  
t r i a d  th u s  c o n s t i t u t i n g  th o  c o n s c io u s  m o n a d .  L i f e  a t o m s  o r  ‘‘ l i f o - ’ 
p r i n c i p l e ” '  (tl<e. J i v )  t h a t  e s c a p e a  a t  d e a t h  h a s  n o  c o n s c io u s n e s s  in  
i ta  d i s i n t e g r a t e d  c o n d i t io n !  n o r  h a s  t h i s  a n y  b e a r i n g  u p o n  th o  g r a n d  
p u rp o e o s  o f  c r e a t io n / * — E d .

rem em bered th a t he was ven tila ting  his no t over-kind 
rem arks upon the  w rong person , since we had nothing to 
Jo personally w ith the replies. T hus the  disagree­
m ent upon various topics in  general, and the  ab->. 
e truse ten e ts  of esoteric A dw aita Philosophy especially, 
betw een the  “  A lm ora Sw am i” and  Mr. T. S ubba Row, 
can in no way, o r w iW any  degree of ju s 'ice , be la id  by 
th e  form er a t  th e  dour of either the  “ fo reigners who 
have come to In d ia  for knw ledge,” nor of “ W estern  
T heosophy ;” for, in th is particu lar case he  has foijnd an 
opponent (quite as learned , we love to th ink , as himself) 
in one of his own race  and  country— a real A dwaitee 
B rahm in. To take  therefore to ta sk  theosophy for i t  or 
the  conductor of th is m agazine, expressing dissatisfaction 
in  such very s tro n g  term s, does no t show e ith e r th a t 
philosophical equanim ity , or ta c t  and  discrim ination th a t 
m ig h t be expected  from  ono who has devoted  hia life 
exclusively to m editation and the Y oga Philosophy. If 
pardonable in a person who has to lead th a t so rt of life 
which in the  words of M r. M ax M uller, quoted by  th e  
“  A lm ora Sw am i” — (as an  additional h in t and a h it Vfe 
suppose)— a life “ w ith te legram s, le tte rs , newspapers, 
reviews, pam phlets and books” — it is quite  unpardon­
able in a holy ascetic, who is never troubled  w ith any 
th in g  of the  so rt aud  ge ts , as we snspect, even h is  appro­
p ria te  quotations from  E uropean au tho rs ready  m ade for 
him  by his am anuenses und friends. B u t, since th e  a r ti­
cle is addressed  iu the  form  of a le tte r to the ed ito r, the 
hum ble individual who holds th is  office hastens to aasuro 
the  venerable Swam i th a t beyond th e ir  appalling  leng th , 
his le tte rs  have never given the  said ed ito r one m om ent 
of “  annoyance and  troub le ,” as he seems to  imagine.

In  reference to ano ther personal tau n t, we agree w ith 
him . I t  is moro than  likely th a t some (not all by any 
means) V edau tists, such as the  m odern “ A ryas”  and some 
D w aitees and  V isishtadw aitees— afte r  “ hailing  W est­
ern Theosophy w ith  jo y ,” have ended by com paring ifc 
“  to the m ountain th a t  gave b irth  to  a  m ouse” — the  dia* 
enchantm ent being due to im n y  and various reasons 
upon which it is needless to en te r a t  p resen t. W e  can 
only hope and  tru s t th a t the  lofty A lm orian m ountain, 
chosen by our venerable friend as the seat of his co n ten t, 
p lation, may no t b rin g  fo rth  some day , for India, a n y , 
worse anim al than  the  hum ble “  black m ouse.”  T rue 
we have come to learn  in th is  country , and  we have 
learned a good de d already. One fac t, am ong several, 
o thers, nam ely, th a t the  learned ascetics cf modern-' 
In d ia  havo w idely shot off from  th e  original m ark when 
com pared w ith the  Ilish is of old. Spinoza is quo ted ' 
aga in st us in his definition of m ethods of investigation . 
O ur sain tly  critic  fears th a t his venerable friends havo 
followed the  lirs t (or vulgar) m ethod. T he proof 
which with him  goes fa r to justify  liis “  fear,”  resta 
chiefly upon a fa lla cy  and m istake  of ours— (one happily 
held by us iu common w ith nearly  all th e  g rea t men o j 
science in E urope, viz., our ignorant claim t h a t  m a t t e r  M 
i n d e s t r u c t i b l e , H E N C E  e t e r n a l . W e will not understand  
his ideas, he says, because being  fond of absurdities, “  our 
owu absu rd ity  would be exposed.”  I f  so, we p refer 
indeed our absurd  belief in the  indestructib ility  of m atte r 
to  any scientilic opinion upholding the contrary , sub» 
m ittin g  cheerfully , in this case, “ the  w eakness of ou.r 
understan d in g  to be laughed a t” — even by au ascetic ia  
“ the  s ta te  of N irv ika lpa .”

W e feel very gra tefu l to the good Swami for hia 
explanation of “  P ran iiva” . and  o ther k indred  worda. 
M r. S ubba  Row will no doubt profit by, and  answ er them . 
Personally , however, we respectfully  decline to be tau g h t 
the  noble science by any o ther m an, however learned ha 
m av be, th an  him who has originally  undertaken  tho 
ta: k  —nam ely, our owu M a s t e r  : yet, as m any of our 
r e a le rs  may well benefit by tho controversy, we will, 
w ith his perm ission, leave the arena for the  presen t to  
M; S ubba Row, a fa r ab le r controversialist than  we can 
ever hope to  become. -

------» ■ .



T H E  S W A M I OF ALM ORA TO H IS  O F F O N E N TS.
“ We do not wage war of words, but simply speak 

and seek the truth.”
W e aro sorry to Bee that we havo been the cause of 

something like irritation to you by our last letter, which 
perhaps was not suitable to the modesty of a hermit. 
Therefore, we beg your pardon, if there was in it  anything 
offensive to you, and, a t the same time, bog liberty to speak 
tlio truth. Wo are always friendly to every ono, but parti­
cularly to the foreigners, who have come to India for 
knowledge. Wo aro friendly in tho spiritual senso of the 
word, therefore, we must be taken as a roal friend and not 
a flatterer, even if we say Boinothing disagreeable now and 
then...;Those who seek to find fault with us aud become hostile 
to ils, are, we think, projudiccd and stubborn, and wo desire 
them to acquire simplicity of heart and an unbiassed mind to 
enable them to understand us thoroughly.* We hermits aro a 
nomadic class of people and gonerally pass our time in places 
far away from habitation, and do not much cultivate the 
the language and idioms of the world, nor do we care much 
for, these. To attack us about modes of our expressing 
our ideas is, therefore, only childish. Our readers a::e 
to 'tdke our idea only aud not our stylo. Because,— wo are 
neither an M. A., nor a 13. A .; neithor an Addison, nor a 
Johnson, nor a Macaulay, but simply a herm it of the jungle.

• Let us now see what was tlio purport of our letter. Our 
woi’ds were, “ you should bear in mind that, we are speaking 
of m atter aud spirit beyond tlio present developed form or in 
the state of prefect laya, according to P atan jali’s 2nd and 3rd 
Sutras, or from the stand-point of the Esoteric Theosophy.” 
How can this mean tha t we are asking you to answer the 
questions according to Patanjali’s 2nd and 3rd Sutras, we 
fail to understand. By the abovo sentences, we simply meant 
to Bhow our own stand-point whonco our enquiry commences. 
We referred to Patanjali’s Sutras, because we intended to 
show that our starting point was in porfoct accord with the 
true yoga, state, nirvikalpa, ecstasy, i. e., the Turya, state, 
and not with ordinary Jagrata, Swapna and Sushupta (for 
the former, i. e., Turya, state of man is of real awaking aud 
the'latter illusory), while you havo boon pleasod to under­
stand us as speaking of ordinary human states. Moreover, by 
lay,a, we never meant annihilation, as isassumod by you I t  
is your own version that tho word laya means “ a state of 
absolute dissolution, annihilation of all substance,f &c.” Iu 
some of the former numbers of tho Theosophist the word laya 
waS,explained by you as merging, and in this number you 
give .another meaning of i t . |  Why, morely because you 
require a handle to ridicule us. However, we forget all this, 
anti beg to say, that according to Aryan adepts, by laya is 
meant and understood “ absorption or transformation of one 
thing into another,” such as the river is absorbed or trans­
formed, when it  loses itself in the sea. I t  is a process among 
tliq Aryan occultists, by which they can (like the modern 
scientific Realists and Chomists as you understand them), 
analyse tlio different component parts of a compound body, 
and reduce them to their prim ary or original condition—and 
by-which they are not only able to ascertain what the sub- 
ntabce realty is, but they can also ponotrato into the mystery 
of its past and future, to make thomselvea certain about the 
oau.se of-1 ihe  origin and termination of the phenomenon, 
known ajs creation or dwaita in its present manifested 
form. !-It. is odd-that our phrase “ present developed form” 
has cost you more than a column to comment on it.^f We 
might heVe explain our meaning. By this we simply meant 
soul in. its Viswa, Taijasha, and Pragna, states, or, tho spirit 
in iits  impure condition by contact with m atter and force,
i. e., in a state of duality. But, perhaps, nominal yogees, 
who are disturbed in head and heart, and cannot tranquillize

*  Q u i te  bo ; a n d  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h i s  k in d  d e s i r e  is f n l l y  r o c i p r o c a t e d .—Ed.
+ T h e  p r o o f - r e a d e r  p le a d s  g u i l t y  o f  a n  o m is s io n .  T h e  n o n n  ( s u b s t a n c e )

o u g h t  t o  h a y o  b e e n  p r e c e d e d  b y  t h e  v e r b — d i f f e r e n t ia te d .— E d .
'  £ .N o  “  m e r g in g "  o r  a b s o r p t io n  c a n  t a k e  p l a c e  w i t h o u t  d is s o lu t io n ,  a n d  
a n  a b s o ln t e  a n n i h i l a t i o n  o f  t h o  p r e v i o u s  f o r m .  T h o  l a m p  o f  s u g a r  
th r o w n  i n t o  a  c u p  o f  l iq u id  m u s t  b e  d is s o lv e d  a n d  i t s  f o r m  a n n i h i l a t e d  
J> e fp re  i t  c a n  b o  s a id  t o  h a v o  b e e n  a b s o r b e d  b y ,  a n d  in ,  t h e  l i q u id .  I t  ia  
a  c o r r e l a t i o n  l ik o  a n y  o t h e r  in  c h e m is t r y .  Y e t  i n d e s t r a o t i b l e  m a t t e r  
c a n  a s  in  t h e  c a s o  o f  s u g a r ,  o r  a n y  o t h e r  c h e m ic a l  e l o m e n t ,  b e  r o c a l lo d  
t o  l i f e  a n d  e y o n  to  i t s  p r o v io n s  fo rm .  T h e  m o le c u le  t h a t  c a n n o t  b e  d i ­
v id e d  b y  a n y  p h y s i c a l  m e a n s  is  d iv id e d  b y  t h e  u n i v e r s a l  s o lv e n t  a n d  
r e s o lv e d  in to  s o m e t h in g  e l s e .  H e n c e — i t  is ,  f o r  th o  t i m e  b e in g ,  a t  l e a s t ,  
■ a n n ih ila te d  ip  i t s  f o r m .  T h i s  is  s im p l y  a  w a r  o n  w o r d s — £<2.

i f  I t  is  B till o d d e r  t h a t  a  f e w  f o o t - n o t e s  s h o u ld  h a v e  c o s t  t h e  v e n e r*  
a b le  P a r a m a h a n s a  o v e r  1 5 c o lu m n s  o f  i l l  d is g u is e d  a b u s e ,  o u t  o f  w h ic h  
n u m b e r  th r o e  o r  f o u r  c o lu m n s  a r o  g iv e n .  T b a t  w h ic h  w a s  ,8upp r.csae{ l 
m a y  b e  j u d g e d  b y  w h a t  r e m a i n s .— E d ,  " ’

and compose themselves for Nirvicalpa* ecstasy, will not be 
able to comprehend us, nor also those who confound Prakriti 
with Purusha, or m atter with sp irit.f If by “ scientifically” 
be meant curiosity, then not only we, but the whole class of 
philosophers from Thales to Auguste Comte are only hunters 
of curiosity, and our respected friends more so, as for tliia 
purpose only, they havecome from the other part of the world' 
and pledged their lives and fortune on this. But to come to tho 
point, wo are not attracted by curiosity! Our motives a,re not 
shallow. W hatever we ask, wo ask for scientific purposes, and 
for th a t only wo entreated you to kindly ascertain the extent 
of mesmeric force, whether it influences the outer man only, or 
tho inner one too—you said “ * * * that a mortal wound may 
bo inflicted npon the inner man, &c. &c.” Now according to 
our knowledge the inner man means tho double, i. e., tho 
Taijasha, pragna being the original or first, and the Anna- 
maya or tho Viswa, the third.]; To this third, we applied 
the term treble, and we aro justified in doing so, in the same 
way as you apply double to the Taijasha,—and we do not see 
any harm in taking the gross ono as th ird ; but those who aro 
fond of absurdities will not understand our i d e a s .W h y ,  
becauso their own absurdity will bo exposed. We beg your 
pardon for this outspokenness.|| How can you, being a 
practical theosophist, say carelessly that; a mortal wound 
may be inflicted upon the inner man, &c., &c., when in reality 
the outer one was the victim. You evade our question in an off­
hand m anner by saying tha t the question is not whether the 
double murdered the double or treb e. Now wo particularly 
begged you to remove our doubts by establishing this fact 
scientifically.§ Instead of complying with our request, you 
have been gracious enough to make that a m atter of humor­
ous jokes, and try  to make us ashamed of our question: 
W hen we say “ * * * tho double murdered, the treble
not tho double, and in no case the spiritual one,” then in this 
sonse, by treble you should havo understood tho Annamaya, 
but instead of so doing you are disgusted with the sen­
tence ; not only this sentence, but also another one, in regard 
to which you say, “ why should he then use against his own 
argum ent the term laya ?” How can we erase tho word out of

* S u r e ly  o u r  r o s p o c tc d  c o r r e s p o n d e n t  c a n n o t  m e a n  to  c o n v o y  
th o  id o a  t h a t  in  p e n n i n g  t h i s  a n s w e r  he  h a d  “ c o m p o B o d ”  h im s e lf  
in to  th o  s t a t e  o f  N i r v i c a l p a :  u n l e s s  w e  t a k o  M o n ic r  W i l l i a m s ’ d e f in i t io n  
o f  th o  t e r m  a n d  b e a r  i n  m in d  t h a t  i t  is  a  s t a t o  “ d e s t i t u t e  o f  a l l  r e f l e c ­
t i o n .”  { S e e  I n d i a n  W is d o m ,  p a g o  1 2 2 , f o o t - n o to  2 .)— E d .

t  T o  t h i s  k in d  t h r u s t  w o  a n s w o r  t h a t  w e  h a v e  n o v o r  c o n f o u n d e d  P r a ­
k r i t i  w i th  P u r u s h a  a n y  m o r o  t h a n  w o  h a v e  c o n f u s e d  th o  n o r th  w itl j 
t h e  s o n th  P o lo . A s  b o th  P o le s  b e lo n g  to  t h e  s a m e  a n d  o n o  e a r t h ,  so  s p i r i t  ‘ 
a n d  m a t t e r ,  o r  I ’n r n s h a  a n d  P r a k r i t i  a r e  th o  tw o  e n d s  t h a t  lo se  th e m -  
p e lv e s  in  t h e  e t e r n i t y  o f  u n m a n i f o s t e d  a n d  th o  c y c le s  o f  m a n i f e s te d  
m a t t e r .  B n t  l i k e  s o m o  o f  o u r  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  w e s t e r n  m e ta p h y s ic ia n s ,  
o u r  o p p o n e n t  s e e m s  to  r e g a r d  m a t t e r  a n d  e n o r g y  a s  tw o  d i s t i n c t  th i n g s ,  
w h e r e a s  t h e  E s o te r i c  d o c t r in o  r e c o g n iz e s  b u t  o n e  s u b s t r a t u m  f o r  o v e ry  
t h i n g  v is ib le  a s  in v i s ib lo .— “  P u r n s h - I ’r a k r i t i ”  a n d  v ic e  v e r s a .  M o ro o v e r^  
w o  m a y  r e m in d  th o  g o o d  S w a m i,  t h a t  o n o  n e e d  n o t  bo a  y o g e e  to  b e  a  
g o o d  o c c u l t i s t ,  n o r  a r o  t h o r o  m a n y  y o g o e s  in  I n d i a  w h o  k n o w  a n y  t h 'n g  
o f  r e a l  o c c u l t  s o ie n c e s .— E d .

J  I n  Rnch c a s e ,  o n r  r o s p e c t e d  c r i t io  o n g h t  t o  c r i t i c i z e  a n d  c o r r o c t  
P r o f e s s o r  M o n io r  W i l l i a m s  a n d  o th o r  S a n s k r i t i s t s ,  w h o  r o g a r d  A v n a -  
M a y a  a s  “  t h e  c o v e r i n g  s u p p o r t e d  b y  fo o d , i .e . ,  th o  c o r p o r e a l  o r  g ro s s  
b o d y ”  c a l l i n g  i t  t h o  fo u r th ,  w h ile  w o  n a m e  i t  a s  th e  f i r s t  s h e a t h  o f  
K 6 s a .  (S e o  p .  1 2 3  o f  I n d i a n  IFiscZom.)— E d .  _

IT W e  lo a v o  i t  t o  o u r  r e a d e r s  t o  j u d g e  w h ic h  is  th o  m o s t  a b s u r d — 16 
c o n s id e r  o u r  p h y s ic a l  b o d y  a s  t h o  f i r s t ,  o r  t o  c a l l  i t ,  a s  t h e  S w a m i doofi * 
th o  tr e b le  o r  t h e  t h i r d  ; t h o u g h  o f  c o u r s e  t h e r e  i s  “  n o  h a r m ”  in  
c i t h e r .— E d .

|| W e  w i l l in g ly  f o r g iv o  th o  im p o l i t e  r o m a r k  u n d e r  i t i  g a r b  o f  “ o n t-  
p p o k o n n e s s .”  W o  b o g  o u r  r o s p e c t e d  e o r r o s p o n d o n t  to  b o a r  i n  m in d  
th o n g h  t h a t  i t  is  o n o  t h i n g  t o  b e  “  o u ts p o k e n ,”  a n d  q u i t e  a n o t h e r  o n o  to  
b o  r u d e .— E d .

§ I t  is  p r c o i s e ly  b e c a u s e  w e  c l a im  to  k n o w  s o m e t h in g  o f  “  p r a c t i c a l ” 
O o o u lt i s m  in  n d d i t io n  to  b e in g  a  T h e o s o p h i s t  t h a t  w o  a n s w e r  w i th o n t  in  
t h e  le n a t  “  e v a d in g  t h e  q u e s t i o n ”  t h a t  a  m o r t a l  w o u n d  m a y  bo  in f iio to d  
“  n o t  o n ly  u p o n ,  b u t  a l s o  b y  o n o ”  in n o r  m a n  u p o n  a n o th o r .  T h is  is  th e  
A . D. 0 .  o f  C B oterio  m o s m e i i s m .  T h e  w o u n d  is  in f l ic t e d  b y  n e i t h e r  
a  r e a l  d a g g e r  o r  a  h a n d  o f  f le s h  b o n e s  a n d  b lo o d , b n t  s im p ly  b y — W i n .
I t  is  th o  i n t e n s e  w il l  o f  t h e  “  G o s p o ja ”  t h a t  g u id e d  th o  a s t r a l  o r  in n e r  
b o d y , th o  M a y a v i - r u p a  o f  F r o z y a .  I t  is  th o  p a s s iv o ly  o b o d ie n t  a c t io n  
o f  th e  l a t t c r ’s  “  d o n b lo ”  t h a t  s c a n n in g  s p a c o  a n d  m a t e r i a l  o b s ta c le s ,  
fo l lo w e d  th o  “ t r a i l ”  o f , a n d  f o u n d  th o  r e a l  m u r d o r o r s .  I t  is  ag n iri 
t h a t  W ill s h a p o d  b y  t h e  i n c o s s a n t  t h o u g h t  o f  th o  r e v e n g e r ,  t h a t  in flic t*  
e d  th e  i n t e r n a l  w o u n d s  w h ic h  t h o u g h  u n a b l e  to  k i l l  o r  e v e n t o h n r t  th o  
i n n o r  m a n ,  y e t  b y  r e a c t io n  o f  th o  i n t e r i o r  p h y s ic a l  b o d y  p ro v o d  m o r t a l  
t o  th o  l a t t e r .  I f  th o  f lu id  o f  th o  m e s m o r iz e r  c a n  o n re , i t  c a n  a l60 k il l .  
A n d  n o w  w o  h a v e  "  e s t a b l i s h e d  th o  f a c t  o s  s c ie n t i f i c a l l y ” — a s  science) 
w h ic h  g e n e r a l l y  d i s b e l ie v o s  i n  a n d  r e j e c t s  s u o h  m o s m e r ic  p h e n o m e n a  
w i l l  p o r m i t  i t .  F o r  th o s p  w h o  b e l ie v e  in ,  a n d  k n o w  s o m e th in g  o f, 
.m e s m e r is m ,  t h i s  w i l l  b e  p la in .  A s  to  t h o s e  w h o  d e n y  i t  t h e  .e x p la n a t io n  
w il l  a p p e a r  t o  t h e m  a s  a b s u r d  bb a n y  o t h e r  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  c la im  : Ofl 
joattoh bo (lh t b e  ^c laim s o f  Y o g g is jn  w i th  itR b e a t i t u d e s  o f  £ a m a d b {  
p u d  o t h e r  jft^fcefli f o r  t h e  .m a t t e r  o f  t ^ a t . — E d ,



Kosha (dictionary) ? I t  would be better to understand us 
by our own idea and not through your own interpretations.

“ There are two methods of investigation,” says Spinoza, 
“ the vulgar and the scientific. Tlie one starts from principles 
which have been accepted without examination, which are 
not, therefore, clearly understood. The other starts from 
principles clearly defined and accurately known. I t is the 
la tter only which can lead to true knowledge.” We fear, 
our venerable friends have followed the first method, which 
we shall try  to prove by and bye. . . .

Before doing this, however, may we be perm itted to ask 
an answer to our question—Is spirit and m atter the same 
th ing  ? or w hether Prakriti, Shakti, and Spirit are the same 
th ing ? Unless P rakriti be the same with spirit, how can the 
former be eternal, since two eternals cannot exist a t the same 
time, and the belief in two eternals Is against tlie fundamen­
tal tru ths of the Adwaita Philosophy,* as embodied in the 
aphorism ek meva dwitiyam. And m atter has attributes, 
such as, color, form, sound, touch, sight, taste and smell ; but 
the spirit has none. M atter is dead (jad), Spirit is living 
(chaitanya) ; m atter is temporary and subject to change, and 
spirit is eternal; m atter is partial, and spirit is universal.f 
B at what is temporary ? That which appears and exists for 
a certain period of time, or th a t which has beginning and end. 
And what is eternal ? E ternal means that which exists 
throughout present, past, and future, and also in Jagrita, 
Swapna, and Sushupta. Owing to these and various othor 
causes m atter cannot be spirit nor vice versd. If you say like 
Vashishtha that the sleeping particles of Chid (spirit) are 
ignorantly called matter, then we agree with you to a certain 
e x ten t; but still how can they, for tha t reason, be called by 
the erroneous and misleading term matter which is inert and 
spiritually non-existent. W hy do you not call a piece of 
wood or stone spirit ?J Can you prove the existence of mat­
ter in sound sleep Perhaps you will reply like tho Naya- 
yiks th a t m atter exists with Karana in sleep, if so, where does 
it exist in Turya ? You cannot prove th a t either m atter or 
P rakriti exist in Turya. How then can m atter or P rakriti be 
called eternal ? If m atter is merely a manifestation of spirit, 
why call it by the false namo of m atter instead of its own 
name spirit ? || Now having done with the effect, matter, 
we come to its cause the M ula-Prakriti, which is also called 
Avidya or ignorance, the mother of Karm a and the causc of 
Bundlia. So long as this P rakriti is not lay od. into spirit by 
dissolving it into Satvaguna, there is no emancipation, Mukti 
with P rakriti is no M ukti a t all. Beyond P rakriti is emanci­
pation. T'his is the conclusion of the whole of our Aryan Oc­
cultism. Let us now see what the Mimansa says. We make 
a few quotations from the Sad-darshana-Chintanika or Studies 
in Indian Philosophy, Vol. V. of 1881, No. 11, page 347§ 
Edited at Bombay. * * *

I t  is not our object, even if we could, to cite all 
the Aryan books, but we would desire you and your 
readers to read in continuation of our qntoations all the 
numbers of tho sixth Volume of 1882 of the Suddarshana 
Cliintanika which will shew that not only Sankaracharya, 
but also almost all the commentators and reformers and other 
great Rishis, not to speak of the Upanisads, havo rejected the 
theory of the m atter being as eternal as spirit, by which you 
are misled,** We will now see w hat other schools of phi­
losophy say about the Prakriti. By other schools we mean 
the systems of Patanjali, Buddha and Jaina. Let our readers 
remember that we aro speaking of the first class Boudhas,

* T h i s  ia  p r e c i s e ly  th o  q u e s t i o n  w e  h a v o  b e e n  a s k i n g ; a n d  a l s o  t l ie  
r e a s o n  w h y , k n o w in g  t h a t  m a t t e r  i s  i n d e s t r u c t i b l e ,  a s  a l s o  s p i r i t  o r  
r a t h e r  e iie r .jy— w o s a y  w i th  a l l  t h e  e s o te r ic  A d w a i te e s  t h a t  m a t t e r  a n d  
s p i r i t  a r e  one.— E d .

f  S e o  M . S a b h a  R o w ’s  r e p ly .  W h i l e  w e  m e a n  c o s m ic ,  in d e s t r n c t i b lo  
m a t t o r ,  th o  S w a m i s p o a k s  o f  o b je c tiv e  a n d  d i f fe r e n t ia te d  m a t t e r ! — E d .

J B e c a u s e  i t  is  n o t  u s u a l  to  c a l l  th e m  b y  s n c h  a  n a m e . N e v e r th e l e s s ,  
w o  m a in t a in  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  in  a  p ie c e  o f  w o o d  o r  a  s to n e  a s  m u c h  o f  l a t e n t  
s p i r i t  o r  l i f e  a s  th o r e  i s  in  a  w e a k — o ld  h u m a n  fo e tu s .— E d .

IT S o e  M . T . S u b b a  R o w 's  r e p ly .— B<i.
|| F o r  th o  B am e g o o d  ro a s o n  t h a t  w o  c a l l  a  c h a i r  b y  i t s  “  f a l s e ”  n a m o  

o f  c h a i r  iu B te u d  o f  c a l l i n g  i t  b y  t h a t  o f  th o  “  o a k ”  o r  a n y  o th e r  w o o d  o f  
w h ic h  i t  w a s  m a d o .— E d .

§ W e  r e f o r  th o  r e a d e r  to  t h e  p a g e s  o f  th o  a b o v e u a m e d  e x c e lle n t. 
M o n th ly  M a g a z in e .— E d .

# * W e  t h a n k  th o  g o o d  S w a m i f o r  h is  a d v ic o .  W o  h a v o  r e a d  n il  th o  
m o n t h ly  n u m b e r s  o f  t h e  S u d d a r s h a n a  C h in ta n ik a  w i th  g r e a t  a t t e n t i o n  
u n t i l  l a t e l y ,  a n d  a d v o e a to d  i t  z e a lo u s ly  b o th  i n  A m e r i c a  u n d  u p o n  o u r  
a r r i v a l  h e r e .  N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  a l l  t l m t  S a n k a r a c h a r y a  m a y  b o  in a d e  
to s a y  in  th o  a b o v e  n a m e d  s tu d ie s ,  w o  c la im  to  k n o w  t h a t  h e  s a id  n o th in g  
o f  t h e  k in d ,  u o t  a t  a n y  r a t e  i n  t h e  s e n s e  o o n v e y e d  b y  o u r  o p p o n e n t .  W e  
le a v o  th o  q u o s t io u  to  b e  s e t t l e d  b e t w e e n  h in t  a n d - M r .  S u b b a  R o w .— E d .

who agreed with Aryans in many essential points, and, 
particularly, as regards Nirvana, though they disagree in re­
gard to Kriyakanda. The esteemed Editor of the Theosophist 
seems to follow the doctrine of Madhyamica, i. e., middle class 
Buddhists, or those who are followers of Sugata’s doctrines 
of whom we shall speak afterwards.* We call our reader’s 
attention to tlie summary, Vol. V I (1882), No. 2, page 106, of 
the studies in Indian Philosophy-j- * * * * * * * *
We cite a few lines from Sutra 24 and 25........ The Jainas
do not believe in the independent power known as delusion 
to the Vedantists. The spirit is naturally knowing. I t  is 
omniscient. Its knowledge is covcrcd over and obscured by 
an activity or karma. The perception of the spirit is also 
obscured by karma, &c., &c. The Boudhas believe that pure 
Nirvana alone exists. Nirvana is a transcendental condition. 
I t  is infinitude. I t  is not subject to being acted upon. 
Nothing excels it. The great Rishis who are free from 
all desire, describe it to be so. Besides the Nirvana, karm a or 
activity is also eternal.J Aided by ignorancc, activity 
produces five elements and dcvelopes worldliness. These five 
elements are form or Rupa, sensation or Vedana, perception or 
Sangna, discrimination or Samascar, and consciousncss or 
Vijnana, virtue and contemplation, destroy the power of igno­
rance. Activity thus becomes impotent and Nirvana is next 
attained to.^f All these schools are described together in 
this place, because tliey represent Indian pessimism, and that 
the reader may know their points of resemblance and 
difference.

We now come to your foot-note. “ Asat or P rakriti existed 
first, &c.” A brief reply to this is given somewhere in the 
History of Philosophy. “ The pagans said ex-nihilo nihil. 
The Christian father altered it to ex-nihilo-omnia." Still let 
us see what our Aryan Rishis say. We call your attention 
to the verses from the second Book called Panch Mahabhuta 
Viveka of Panchadasi, which speaks in accordance with 
Upanisads||.......You will please understand the verses accord­
ing to their commentary, now very ably translated into Hindu.

Manduka Upanisad says, Prakritis are of two kinds, Apara 
and Para ; tlie former produces Karma and the latter Mukti. 
The one is Jad, the other Chaitanya. This is also the opinion 
of Bhagvat Gita, seventh chapter. M andukia K arika, third 
chapter, and Prasna Upanisad also speak of Maya and 
P rakriti—please see the Upanisads with Sankara’s commen­
tary. Vasishta, Vyasa, Ashtavakra and all great sages 
recommend the divorcement of this illusive Prakriti, and no­
where in their works do we find any sentence which 
says that this illusive Prakriti is to be known with 
God. If Brahma can, in your opinion, be known through 
Prakriti, then why not with all others but Tamasa 
only ? According to Indian philosophy and the practical ex­
perience of hermits, this Mula Sakti or Avidya, as you under­
stand it, is not to be known in Brahmam. Because it is illusive 
and false, moreover, it can be dissolved and made inactive. 
I t  loses itself in Turya when layaed, as the river into thp 
ocean. But as long as you will bo ignorant of this process, 
so long you have liberty to call it a protest of religion ; but 
the thinking class, who understand this mysterious process, 
will laugh at your weakness of understanding. As you have 
purposely come to India for true esoteric knowledge, we 
always pray for your success, aud entreat you to understand

* T h e  “ e s t e e m e d  E d i t o r ”  f o l l o w s b u t t h o d o c t r i n e s o f  E s o te r ic B u d d h ie m , 
w h ic h  a r o  n e a r l y  id e n t i c a l  w it l i  t h o s e  o f  th e  e s o to r ic  A d w a ite e s — t h e  tr u e  
f o l lo w e r s  o f  S a n k a r a c h a r y a .— E d .

t  W e  r e f e r  t h e  r e a d e r  t o  t h e  a b o v e n a m e d  v o lu m e  o f  th e  “ S tu d ie s  
in  I n d i a n  P h i lo s o p h y .” — E d .

J  A n d  i f  “  a c t i v i t y  i s  a lso  e te r n a l  y t h e n  h o w  c a n  o u r  p h i l s o p h ic a l  a n t a ­
g o n i s t  m a in t a in  t h a t  m a t t e r  ie n o t  bo ? C a n  a c t iv i t y  ( in  th o  u s u a l  s e n s e  
o f  t h e  w o r d )  w h e t h e r  p h y s ic a l  o r  m e n ta l ,  m a n i f e s t  i t s e l f  o r  e x i s t  w i th o u t ,  
o r  o u t s id e  o f , m a t t e r , o r  t o  b o  p l a in e r — o u t s id e  o f  a n y o n e  o f  i t s  s e v e n  
6 t a t e s p  A n d  h o w  a b o u t  h is  c o n t r a d i c t i n g  h im s e l f  ? “ A c t i v i ty  a lso  
e t e r n a l . ”  T h e n  t h e r e  a r e  a f t e r  a l l  txvo e t e r n a l s ,  h o w  ? A n d  ho  j u s t  
s a y in g  t h a t  “  tw o  e t e r n a l s  c a n n o t  e x i s t  a t  th o  s a m e  t im o ”  (S e o  
a b o v e ) .— Ed*

U W o  b e g  to  d r a w  o u r  c o r r e s p o n d e n t ’s  a t t e n t i o n  to  t h e  f a c t  t h u t  
h o  is  a g a in  c o n t r a d i c t i n g  h im s e l f .  O r  is  i t  t h e  “  B o u d h a s ” ? B u t  a
fe w  l i n e s  a b o v e  h e  d e c l a r e s  “ a c t i v i t y .........c / m i a / ”  a n d  n o w  lie  n ia k e a
i t  “  im p o t e n t ” — in  o t h e r  w o rd s  k i l ls  a n d  a n n i h i la te s  t h a t  w h ic h  
i s  e te r n a l !— E d . ■

|| T h e  r e a d e r  is  in v i te d  to tu r n  to th e  S a n s k r i t  ve rse s  o f  th e  a lo v e  n a m e d  
w o r k , a s  th e  a d d i t io n a l  q u o ta t io n s  w o u ld  a g a in  r e q u ir e  a t  le a s t  tw o  
c o lu m n s .  O u r  m a g a z in e  a v o id s  a s  m u c h  a s  p o s s ib le  th e  p u b l i c a t io n  o f 
a n y t h in g  th a t  is  n o t o r ig in a l  m a t te r .— E d .



us a little hermitically * We explained to you Pranava 
nccording to tlie interpretation of Rama Gita, a chapter of 
esoteric Ramayana, but as you are not well acquainted with 
tho laya theory, you could not accept it. I t  does not, however, 
m atter much ; practical Vedantists have accepted it before. 
We very gladly and without any apology quote a few lines 
from Max Muller’s very able preface to “ The Sacred Book 
of the East,” as it bears on our subject. “This concentration 
of thought, Chagrata or one pointedness, as the Hindus called 
it, is something to us almost unknown,—our minds are like 
kaleidoscopes of thoughts inconstant motion; and to shut our 
mental eyes to every th ing  else, while dwelling on one thought 
only, lias become to most of us almost as impossible as to 
apprehend one musical note without harmonies. W ith the 
lifo we are leading now, with telegrams, letters, newspapers, 
reviews, pamphlets nnd books even breaking iu upon us, it 
has become impossible, or almost impossible, ever to arrive 
nt that intensity of thought which the Hindus meant by 
Chagrata, aud the attaintm ent of which was to them the in- 
despensable condition of all philosophical and religious specu­
lation. The loss may not be altogether on our side, yet our 
loss it is, and if we see the Hindus, even in their compa­
ratively monotonous life, adopting all kinds of contrivances 
iu order to assist them in drawing away tlieir thoughts from 
all disturbing impressions and to fix them 0 11 one subject only, 
we m ust not be satisfied with smiling at their simplicity but 
try  to appreciate the object they had in view.”

Below nre the few verses on Laya Prakarana from Siva 
Sanhita, which it is hoped will show you how you mistake 
our m eaning.f...........  .

Nowhere throughout Yoga Vasisht and Bhagvat do we 
find any statement which recommends this P rakriti to be 
known. On the contrary, every Aryan occultist, particularly 
Kapila iii his lectures to Devhutce speaks against it. Will 
you be so kind as to point out to us the placcs where Vasishta 
Vyasa, Suka, and Sankaracharya have given expression to 
their views which agree with your doctrines of the Arliat 
philosophy, otherwise, we m ight or might not, believe in your 
explanation.

Purusha, according to Upanisads, is Swayam Prakasha, i. c., 
self-manifesting; therefore cannot be dependant on Prakriti 
only, for its manifestation. No Adwaitee will take Brahmam 
with Prakriti or gun or duality. Their Brahmam is Purusha 
beyond the Prakriti, or in other words, Akshara. Latent spirit 
is never referred (o as Maha Tswara. Please read the verse 
quoted below, which distinctly states that Maha Iswara is the 
spirit beyond P ra lo  iti when the latter is la.yed.%

Void is a fictitious name to the Aryan Rishis, who knew the 
omnipresence of the soul, and that void they destroyed by fill­
ing it up. Moreover, there is 1 10  void in nature, vide the 
maxim “Nature hates Vacuum.” A t present wc desist to 
answer your other points, till we have your reply to this. 
As the subject is very serious and important, we en treat you 
to discuss the point calmly and dispassionately ; w ithout this 
mood of mind, one cannot penetrate into the esoteric philoso­
phy of India. Your present opinions are not esoteric, they 
are rather exoteric.

SWAMI OF ALMORA.
A l m o r a , )

22nd A pril 1883.)
E d . N o te .— W o  s in c e r c ly  r e g r e t  t h a t  s u c h  s h o u ld  b e  t h e  o p in io n  o f  tl io  

S w a m i o f  A lm o r a .  H u t  s iu c o  w c  k n o w  n e i t h e r  l i im s c l f ,  n o r  t h e  r e l ig io n  
o r  s c h o o l o f  p h i lo s o p h y  lie  b o lo n g s  to ,  w e  m a y  p e r h a p s  r e p e a t  w i th  h im  
“  I t  d o e s  n o t ,  h o w e v e r ,  m a t t e r  m u c h ”  w h e t h e r  lie  a g r e e s  w i th  n s  o r  n o t ,  
fo r  p r a c t i c a l  ( e s o t e r i c  a u d  in i t i a te d )  V e d a n t i s t s  h a v e  f o u n d  o n r  o p in io n s

* Soo M r. T - S u b b a  R o w 's  r e p ly .  W e  t l in n k  a g a in  o u r  k in d  a d v i s e r  
f o r  t h e  i n t e r e s t  I10 d i s p la y s  in  o u r  s p i r i t u a l  w e l f a r e ,  a n d  r e f e r  h im  i f  
h e  d e s i r e s  t o  l e a r n  t h e  c a u s e  o f  o u r  r e f u s a l  to  o n r  n o t e  a t  t h o  e n d  o f  h is  
l e t t e r .  W o  c a n  a l s o  a s s u r e  h im  t l m t  w o  h a v o  n e v e r  a n d  n o w h e r e ,  
c a l lo d  L a y a  “ a  p r o t e s t  o f  r e l ig io n ” .— E d .

+ H e a d e r  r e f e r r e d  to  t h e  a b o v e m c n t io n e d  w o r k .— E d .

J  W e  b o g  to  b e  e x p la in e d  th e  h id d e n  m e a n in g  o f  t h i s  r e a l l y  i n c o m ­
p r e h e n s i b l e  s e n t e n c e .  “ L a t e n t  s p i r i t  is  n e v e r  r e f e r r e d  to  a s  M a h a  I s tv a .  
r a ,”  ( a  to r m  w e, a t  a n y  r a t e ,  n o v e r  n s e d ,)  w h ile  t i i e  S a n s k r i t  v e r s e  “ s t a t e s  
t h a t  M a h a  I s w a r a  is  tb o  s p i r i t  b o y o n d  P r a k r i t i ,  w h e n  th o  l a t t e r  is  l a y e d ."  
N o w  d o e s  th o  lo a r n e d  S w a m i m e a n  to  s a y  t h a t  t h e  s p i r i t  b o y o n d  d i f f e r e n t i ­
a t e d  m a t t e r  i s  a c t iv e  ? I t  c a n n o t  m e a n  a n y  t h i n g  e l s e ,  f o r  o th c r w i s o  
th o  tw o  a s s u m p t i o n s  w o n ld  c o n t r a d i c t  e a c h  o t h e r  m o s t  a b s n r d ly  a n d  
w o u ld  bo  s u ic id a l  ; a n d  i f  h e  do cs  m e a n  t h a t  w h ic h  h o  s a y s — v iz ., t h a t  
M a h a  I s w a r a  ( i f  t h e  l a t t e r  is  id e n t i f i e d  h e r o  w i th  P a r a b r a h m a ) ,  t h e  s p i r i t  
b ey o n d  P r a k r i t i  b e c o m e s  a c t iv e  s in c e  i t  is  c a l le d  M a h a  I s iv a r a ,  w h ic h  i t  
w o n ld  n o t  b o  w e r e  i t  l a t e n t— th o u ,  w o  a r o  s o r r y  to  s a y  to  t h e  l e a r n e d  
P a r a m a h a n s a  t h a t  h e  d o c s  n o t 'k n o w  w h a t  h e  t a l k i n g  a b o u t ,  l i e  is  no  
E s o te r ic  A d w a i te e  a n d — w o  c lo so  t h e  d is c u s s io n  a s  b e c o m in g  q u i t e  
u s e le s s .— E d .

c o r r c c t  a n d  in  p e r f e c t  h a r m o n y  w i th  t h e i r  o w n . T h e r e  a r e  n e a r l y  ne  
m a n y  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  o f  t h e  e s o t e r i c  m e a n in g  o f  c e r t a i n  w o rd s  w e  h a v e  
t o  n s e  a s  t h e r o  a r e  y o g e e s  a n d  s a n n y a s i s  o f  v a r io n s  s e c t s  in  I n d ia .  A  
V i s i s h t a d w a i t a  y o g i  w il l  c o n te n d  t h e  c o r r e c tn e s s  o f  t h e  m e a n in g  a s  
g iv e n  b y  a n  A d w a i te e - a s c e t ic ,  a n d  a  d e v o te e  o f  C h a i t a n y a  o r  a  I lh a k t i - y o g e e  
w ill  n e v e r  a c c e p t  th e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h e  V e d a s  o r  i l h a g a v a d g i t a  m aide 
b y  a  B r a h m o  o r  a n  A r y a .  T h u s  t r u t h  i s  e v e ry w h e r e  a n d  m a y  b e  s a id  
t o  b e  n o w h e r e .  F o r  n s  i t  is  a b s o lu t e ly  a n d  s o le ly  in  t h e  A r h a t  e s o te r ic  
d o c t r in e s  ; a n d — w e  r e m a in  f i rm  in  o n r  c o n v ic t io n ,  a l l  o n r  o p p o n e n t s  
b e in g  q u i t e  a s  f r e e  a s  o u r s e lv e s  t o  a d h e r e  b y  t h e i r  o w n  v ie w s . W e  h a v e  
m e t  in  th e  N . W . P .  w i th  a n  e r n d i t e  P u n d i t ,  a  r e n o w n e d  S a n s k r i t i s t ,  t h e  
m o s t  l e a r n e d  a u t h o r i t y  w i th ,  a n d  a t  t h e  h e a d  o f  t h e  V a is h n a v a s ,  a n d  
r e c o g n iz e d  a s  s n c l i  b y  m a n y  o th e r s  ; a n d  h e  w a n te d  n s  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  th o  
c u lm in a t io n  o f  “  R a j - y o g a ”  w a s  t h e  p r a c t ic a l  a n d  a b s o ln t e  p o w e r s  i t  
c o n f e r r e d  u p o n  t h e  R a j - y o g e e  o v e r  a l l  th e  f e m a le  s e x  in  c r e a t i o n !! 
S h a l l  w e  b e l ie v e  e v e r y  e x p o n e n t  o f  t h e  V e d a s ,  th e  S l in s t r e e  o f  e v e r y  s e c t ,  
o n ly  b e c a u s e  lie  m a y  b e  a n  a u t h o r i t y  t o  t h o s e  w h o  b e lo n g  to  t h e  s a m e  
d e n o m in a t io n  w i th  l i im , o r  s h a l l  w e  m a k e  a  ju d ic io u s  s e le c t i o n ,  f o l lo w in g  
b u t  t h e  d i c t a t o s  o f  o n r  r e a s o n ,  w h ic h  t e l l s  u s  t h a t  h e  is  m o s t  r i g h t  a n d  
n e a r e r  t o  t r u t h ,  w h o  d iv e r g e s  t h o  le s s  f r o m  lo g ic  a n d — S c ie n c e  ? T h e  
occult- p h i lo s o p h y  w e  s tu d y ,  n s e s  p r e c i s e ly  t h a t  m e th o d  o f  in v e s t ig a t io n  
w h ic h  is  t e r m e d  b y  S p in o z a  t h e  “  s c ie n t if i c  m e t h o d .”  I t  s t a r t s  
f r o m , a n d  p r o c e e d s  o n ly  o n  “  p r in c ip l e s  c l e a r ly  d e f in e d  a n d  a c c n r a tc ly  
k n o w n ,”  a n d  is  t l i c r e f o r o  “  t h e  o n ly  o n e ”  w h ic h  c a n  le a d  to  t r u e  
k n o w le d g e .  T h e r e f o r e ,  b y  t h i s  p h i lo s o p h y ,  a n d  110 o t h e r  s h a l l  w c  a b id e . 
A n d  n o w  w e  m n s t  l e a v e  t h e  v e n e r a b l e  S w a m i a n d  h is  v ie w s  to  th e  d i s ­
s e c t in g  k n i f e  o f  M r .  T .  S n b b a  R p w .

» ■

P R A K R I T I  A N D  P U R U S H A .
B y T . S obba R ow.

T iie editorial a t the  head of the  article th a t precedes 
w ill explain to  the  learned  H erm it of A lm ora and the 
readers of th e  Theosophist the  reason for my having 
undertaken  to w rite th e  following lines in connection 
w ith  the controversy  raised by the Swami as regards 
P ra kr iti lay am  (dissolution of P rak riti) .

I  am really quite de ligh ted  to be inform ed by the res­
pected ascetic th a t his “ m otives are not shallow ,”  and 
th a t lie has raised the  p resen t controversy "  for scientific 
purposes.”  B ut it is certa in ly  a very dangerous ta sk  to 
en ter into controversy  w ith a d ispu tan t who, according 
to  liis own candid confession, is unable to give a clear 
expression to his th o u g h ts , bu t who, nevertheless, is p re­
pared  to declare th a t  “ those who seek to  find fau lt w ith” 
him  “  and becomc hostile to ”  him “ are prejudiced aiul 
s tu b b o rn .”  P robab ly  if understood “ herm itically” and 
(we are called upon to construe the Sw am y’s artic le  in 
th is  m anner) thoy m ay  disclose some other m eaning, and 
I  sincerely hope they  will. M eanwhile I  tru s t he will 
not bo pleased to consider me as e ither “  p rejud iced” 
or “ s tu b b o rn ” if I  ven ture to defend the position taken  
up by tho  ed ito r of th is  journal (who belongs to the 
same school as I  do) as reg ard s  the subject in dispute.

I  will beg in  by respectfully  inform ing the learned h er­
m it th a t  it is no t childish “ to scrutinize and  try  to  
understand  th e  w ording of a question before a ttem p tin g  
to  answ er i t .”  N obody has found fau lt w ith  his style, 
nor lias any one th o u g h t of “ a tta c k in g ”  him . On the 
o ther hand  every a ttem p t was m ade to weed out the 
gram m atical e rro rs in his artic le  (the foot-notes to which 
have provoked his anger) before it  was p rin ted . B ut 
controversies like the  p resen t one can never come to any 
satisfactory  conclusion unless the  d ispu tan ts clearly 
understand  each o ther. I  claim the rig h t to  rem ark 
th a t in the  shape h is  articles generally  reached the 
Theosophist Office, it becam e nex t to impossible to  correct­
ly ascertain  the  real m eaning of the “ idea” he tried  to 
convey, so long as the  la tte r  found itself successfully 
concealed under w hat he term s his “  sty le .”  Philosophical 
disputations apparen tly  form idable in th e ir  appearance 
have often been found to  have th e ir orig in  in the various 
m eanings a ttach ed  to a single word ; and  it  will be no 
exaggeration  to say th a t  innum erable creeds and sects 
havo arisen from  d isputes about m ere words. U nder 
such circum stances, it m ay be hum bly subm itted  th a t it 
is extrem ely im proper on the Swam y’s p a rt to lose his 
tem per in  spite  of his N irv ika lpa  Sam adhi as soon as an 
a ttem p t is m ade to analyse his question aud  ascertain  its 
real m eaning. E ven  now, a fte r so much discussion, it is 
no t easy to see w hat th e  ed ito r is called upon to prove ? 
I f  the Swamy had  m erely asked the  editor to explain moro 
fully the  assertion  contained  in  one of th e  issues of this



journal to  tlie eSect th a t P ra k r it i  co-exists e ternally  w ith 
Purusha, th ere  would be no confusion w hatever. Froiji 
th e  explanations given in his article, itw ould  how ever ap ­
pear th a t the learned  herm it requires th e  ed ito r to  prove 
th a t P rak riti exists in Tureeya Avastha,*  E ven then  the  
question still rem ains vague and  uncertain . I  shall now 
proceed to  po in t out clearly the  difficulty involved in  the 
question and  explain the doctrines of esoteric theosophy 
on the  sub jec t under consideration, in order to  enable 
th e  Sw am y to see th a t the difficulty is no t m erely an 
im aginary  one created  by the ed itor fo r th e  purpose of 
g iv ing  “  evasive replies" to his questions and  rid icu ling  
him  fo r h is bad  E nglish  ; b u t th a t tlie teach ings of eso­
teric  science being , I  can assure him , n e ith e r absu rd  and 
illogical nor as “ unscientific”  as he has im agined,— one 
lias to thorough ly  understand  and  assim ilate before cri­
tic ising  them . L e t us tru s t this may not becom e a hope­
less task  w itli reg a rd  to our learned  critic  !

F o r the  purposes of th is controversy, i t  m ust be ex­
plained th a t P ra k riti m ay be looked upon from  two 
d istinct stand-points. I t  m ay be looked upon e ith e r as 
Mai/a when considered as tlie Upadhi o f Parabrahm am  or 
as A vidya  when considered as the Upadhi oi J iva tm a  (7th 
principle in  m a n ) t A vidya is ignorance or illusion arising  
from M aya, The term  M aya though  som etim es used as a 
s y n o n y m  for A vidya is properly  speaking ,applicab le  to P ra ­
k riti only. T here  is no difference betw een P rak riti, M aya 
and Sak ti; and the ancien t H indu  philosophers m ade 1 1 0  
distinction w hatsoever betw een M atte r and  F orce. In  
support of these assertions I  may refe r the learned  herm it 
to “  Sw etasw atara U pan ishad" and  its com m entary by 
S ankaracharya. In  case we adopt the four-fold division 
of the A dw aitee philosophers, i t  will be clearly seen th a t 
Ja g ra ta J  Swapna^f and Suslm pti A vasthas|| are  tlie 
results of A vidya, and th a t V ysw anara§ H iranya- 
garbha** and S u tr a tm a t t  are  th e  m anifestations of 
Parabrahm am  in M aya or P rak riti. Now I  b eg  to inform  
tho learned herm it th a t the  sta tem en t m ade in the  Theo­
sophist reg a rd in g  P ra k riti has no connection w hatever 
w ith A vidya. U ndifferen tia ted  cosmic m a tte r  or M ula- 
p rak riti eternally  co-exists w ith  Purusha, b u t there  is 
■Avidya Layam  in Tureeya A vastha. The E d ito r of the 
Theosophist has never m aintained th a t  A vidya, illusion or 
ignorance, is eternal. W h y  should, then , the learned  h e r­
m it require the E d ito r to  prove th a t which has never been 
claim ed ? I  cannot help suspecting  th a t the erud ite  Swamy 
is confounding A vidya w ith P rak riti, th e  effect w ith its 
cause. In  draw ing a d istinction  betw een A vidya and 
P rak riti, I  am m erely following the  au th o rity  of all the 
g rea t A dw aitee philosophers of A ryavarta. I t  will be 
sufficient for me to  re fe r the  Swamy to his favourite 
book of reference, the  first chap ter of Pancliadasi. If , 
however, the  learned Sw am y is p repared  to  say th a t 
M ula P ra k r iti  itself is no t e ternal, I  b eg  to inform  him  
th a t  h is views are clearly w rong and  th a t  his argum ents 
and liis Layaprakarna, of w hich he is_ so very  proud, do 
not prove tiie Layam  of “  M ulap rak riti,”  w hatever m ean­
ing  ho may a ttach  to the  word “ L ay a ."  Before proceed­
ing to notice liis a rgum ents, I  shall say a few words 
abou t the  “  m urder by the  double" which appears so 
very ridiculous to th is, our “ p rac tica l"  Y ogi. The herm it 
ia p robab ly  aware of th e  fac t th a t, som etim es, a severe 
m ental shock can cause dea th  when th e  physical body 
itself rem ains apparen tly  unhurt. A nd every p ractical

* C o n d i t io n  o f  th e  h i g h e s t  S a m a d h i  ( o r  t r a n c e ) ,  o r  a s  e x p r e s s e d  b y  tl io  
3 w a m i  ‘‘ in  s le e p .”

f  U p a d h i— v e h ic le .
J  J a g r a ta — w a k in g  s t a t e ,  o r  a  c o n d i t io n  o f  e x t e r n a l  p e r c e p t io n .

' I f  S w a p n a — d r e a m y  s t a t e ,  o r  a  c o n d i t io n  o f  c la ir v o y a n c e  in  t h e  a s t r a l  
p la n e .

j| S u s h w p l i— a  s t a t e  o f  e x t a s i s ;  a n d  A v a s ta s — s t a t e s  o r  c o n d i t io n s  o f  
P r a g n a .

§ V y s w a n a r a — tl ie  m a g n e t i c  f iro  t h a t  p e r v a d e s  th e  m a n i f e s t e d  s o l a r  
B y s te m — t l io  m o s t  o b je c t i v e  a s p e c t  o f  t h e  One L ife .

* *  H ir a n y a g a r b h a — t h e  o n e  L ifo  a s  m a n i f e s t e d  in  th o  p ia n o  o f  a s t r a l  
L ig h t .

■ft S u t r u tm a — t h e  E t e r n a l  g e r m  o f  t h e  m a n i f e s t e d  u n iv e r s e  e x i s t i n g  
in  th o  f ie ld  o f  M u la p r a k r i t i ,

occultist know s th a t  in several instances when d ea th  ia 
caused by recourse to  “ b lack  m ag ic ,"  the  v ic tim ’s p h y si­
cal body bears no sign of in jury . In  these cases the  
blow given, as it  were, in  the  first in stance  to  the  4 th  
and  5th  principles of m an w hich co n stitu te  his astra l 
body is im m ediately com m nnicated to his Sthoola-sari- 
ram. A nd  hence th ere  is no absurd ity  in saying th a t 
a  wound which proves m ortal to the  v ictim 's S thoola- 
sariram  can be inflicted on liis astra l body. The Swam y 
however seems to  th in k  th a t  the  astra l body itself is th a  
victim  in the E d ito r’s opinion. There is 1 10  room w h a t­
ever for any  such m isapprehension in the article re g a rd ­
ing  the subject in question ; and  I  am very sorry th a t th e  
herm it has th o u g h t it fit to abuse the E d ito r under the  
plea of outspokenness, hav ing  him self carelessly m is­
understood the  co rrect m eaning. The Sw am y is a t full 
liberty  to  call S thoolasariram  the treble if lie is pleased 
to do so ; b u t as the U padh is are generally  nam ed Sam- 
liarakram a* th e  treb le  would ordinarily be tak en  to 
m ean K aran asa riram t and  w hen the  Swam y was pleas­
ed to nam e them  in a d ifferent order, he ough t to have 
expressed him self in less am biguous m anner. Our cor­
responden t seems to be very fond of stale rem arks. 
There seems hard ly  any necessity  for all his wise flings 
about modes of investiga tion  in general, w hen he is not 
fully p repared  to show th a t our m ethod of investigation  
is unscientific.

The Swaniy now comes forw ard w ith ano ther ques­
tion : w hether m a tte r is identical w ith sp irit ? Our
learned herm it is always ready  to raise fresli issues w ith­
out any cause for it. T he real question is, w hether M ula­
p rak riti is eternal, and  I  fail to  see the necessity for 
exam ining the  n a tu re  of its  relationship to w hat is ordi­
narily  called sp irit in decid ing  w hether it is e ternal or 
not. B u t if the Sw am y insists upon my g iv ing  him  a 
definite answ er to his question, I  b eg  to refer him  to my 
article on “ Personal and  Im personal God,” published in 
tlie Theosophist and  to  S ankaracliarya’s com m entary on 
the 4 th  para ., of the 1st ch ap te r of B rahm a S u tras. In  
tru th , P ra k r it i  and P uruslia  are b u t the  two aspects of 
the sama One R e a l i t y .  A s  our g rea t Sankaracharya 
tru ly  observes a t th e  close of his com m entary on the 
23rd S n tra  of the above m entioned P ada, “ P a rab rah ­
mam is K a rta  (Purusli), as there  is 1 1 0  o ther A d h islita th a ,t 
and P arab rahm am  is P ra k riti, there  being no o ther 
U padanam .”  This sentence clearly  indicates tho  re la ­
tion betw een “  the  One L ife”  an d  the One E lem en t” of 
the  A rh a t philosophers. A fte r  ask ing  us th is question, 
and quoting  the  doctrines of the  A dw aita philosophy 
against th e  assum ption  th a t m a tte r is no t spirit, the  
learned Swamy proceeds to show 0 1 1  liis own au tho rity  
th a t m a tte r is not S p irit, in  fact. If  so, is the  Sw am y’s 
doctrine consisten t w ith tlie doctrines of the  A dw aitee 
philosophers ? Onr h erm it p robably  th inks th a t the  
quotation will no t affect h is own statem ent, in as much 
as he holds th a t m a tte r is not eternal. W h a t then is the 
m eaning of the statement- so often quoted  by A dw aitees— 
“  Sarvam  K halv itham  B rahm a” ? 1 f  and  w hat is m eant 
by saying th a t  B rahm am  is the  Upadanakarnam  of the  
U niverse ? I t  seems to  me th a t the Swamy has entirely  
m isunderstood the  A dw aitee doctrine regard ing  the re la ­
tion betw een P rak riti and  Purusha. I f  confusion is to 
be avoided, it  is h igh ly  desirable th a t the our critic  should 
inform  us d istinctly  w hat he means by “ m a tte r ."  I  shall 
now exam ine his argum ents or ra ther his assum ptions to 
show th a t P ra k riti  is no t e ternal in th e  order in  which 
they  are  sta ted .

I .  F o r certain  reasons m a tte r is no t S p ir i t ; S p irit 
is e ternal and  therefore  m atte r is no t eternal.

* S a m h a r a k r a m a — o r d e r  o f  in v o l u t io n  o r  e v o lu t io n  ro v c r s e d .

+ K a r a n a s a r ir a m — th o  g e r m  o f  A v id y a  ( ig n o r a n c e )  w h ic h  is  t h e  c a n s e  
o f  r e b i r t h ,

% A d is h ta th a — T h a t  w h ic h  i n h e r e s  in  a n o t h e r  p r in c ip le — th o  a c t iv e  
a g e n t  w o r k in g  i n  P r a k r i t i .

■ff E v e r y t h i n g  i n  th o  u n i v e r s e  ia  B r a h m a ,



In  rep ly  to  th is  argum ent I  bog to  s ta te  th a t  tlio 
m ajor prem ise is w rong  in  itself, and does no t affect n i l -  

differentiated  P ra k riti  as the grounds on w hich it is based 
are not applicable to i t  for the  following reasons :—

(a) M ulaprakriti has not tho  a ttrib u te s  enum erated ,
as th e  said a ttribu tes im ply d ifferentiation  and  M ula­
p ra k riti  is undifferentiated accord ing  to our doctrines.

(b) M ulaprakriti is not dead or ja d a m , as P u ru sh a—  
the  one life— always exists in  it. I t  is in fact C hitanya  
deepta (shining w ith life) as s ta ted  in  U tta ra  T apani 
(see also Goudapatha Karilca.)

(c) M u lap rak riti is not tem porary  b u t eternal.
(d) W h en  subjected  to change it  alw ays loses its 

namo, reassum ing  it a fter re tu rn in g  to  its  orig inal un­
d ifferen tia ted  condition.

(e) I t  is n o t p artia l bu t co-oxtensive w ith space.
(f) I t  e ternally  exists in th e  universe iu w hatever 

A vastha (stato  or condition) a pa rticu la r hum an being  
may be.

A nd, m oreover, I  deny th e  valid ity  of tho inference 
drawn even if, for tlio sake of argum ent, the tru th  of tlie 
premises be g ran ted .

Our Sw am y’s second a rg u m en t is extrem ely  rid icu­
lous. W hen sta ted  briefly i t  s tands thus :—

I I .  T h o  e x i s te n c e  o f  m a t t e r  is n o t  k n o w n  e i t h e r  i n  Snnliup ti 
o r  Tureeya  ( ’ ) A v a s t h a ,  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  m a t t e r  is  n o t  e t e r n a l .

This is enough to  convince me th a t the  Swam y of 
A lm ora knows as much about Tureeya A vastha  as of the  
features of th e  man in the  moon. The learned  gentlem an 
is in fact confounding A vidya w ith M aya. Indeed , ho 
says tlia t M ulaprakriti is Avidya, I  shall be vory happy if 
he can quote any au tho rity  in support of liis proposition. 
I  beg  to  inform  him again  th a t A vidya  lay am  is not 
necossarily followed by P ra kr iti lay am. I t  is the differ­
entiation of M ulaprakriti t lia t is the  causo of A vid ya  or 
ignoran t doltision, and  w hen tlio d ifferen tia ted  cosmic 
m atter re tu rns to  its o rig inal undifferen tia ted  oondition 
a t the  timo of M ahapralaya, A vidya  is com pletely go t rid 
of. Consequently, M ulaprakriti instead  of being  identical 
witli A vidya implies tlie absence of A vidya. I t  is the 
h ighest sta te  of non being— tho condition of N irvana, 
M ukti, therefore , is beyond differentiated P ra k riti  and 
beyond A vidya, b u t it expresses tho condition of undiffer­
entiated M ulaprakriti. On re fe rring  to U tta ra tap an i 
and its com m entary, tlie learned herm it will be ablo 
to seo th a t oven the  M ahacliitanayam  a t tho cud 
of Shodasanthum  indicated by A vikalpa pranava is 
spoken of as ex isting  in what is described as "  Gima  
beejopadhi S a k ti  viandalum .” f  This is th e  nearost a p ­
proach to the  one undifferentiated elem ent called M ula­
p rakriti, I t  will also be seen from th e  passage above 
referred  to tb a t M ulaprakriti exists even in tlio h ighest 
stage of T ureeya A vastha, Tlio Swam y is pleased to 
ask us why we should call this elem ent m a tte r if it  is 
bu t au aspect of P un ish . W e aro obliged to  use the 
word m atte r as we have no o ther word in E nglish  to 
indicate in ; bu t if the  Swam y means to object to  the 
word P rak riti being  applied to it, i t  will be equally 
reasonable on my p a rt to object to  its being called e ither 
God, S pirit or P un ish .

Our Swam y’s leng thy  quotations from  S addarsliana 
C hintanika happily elim inated by the E d ito r do no t help 
him much. If  the  term  A vyak taJ is applied to  B rahm an 
instead of being applied to “’the P rak riti of the S ank liyas,” 
how does i t  prove th a t undifferentiated  P ra k riti  is not 
eternal.? Sankaracharya m erely says th a t A vidya or 
ignorance can bo ex te rm in a ted ; b u t he says n o th ing  
about tho  laya of M ulaprakriti. I t  is unnecessary  for 
me to say an y th in g  about the  Swam y’s views reg ard in g  
Other system s of philosophy. I  am only concerned w ith

* D re a m ie s t)  s lo o p , a n d — T u r e e y a  A v a s th a ,  o r  th o  c o n d i t i o n  o f  iu t im a te  
n n io n  w i th  P a r a b r a h m — a  s t a g e  h i g h e r  t h a n  e x t a s ia .

f  A  c o n d i t io n  o f  P r a k r i t i  w h e n  i t  h a s  b u t  th o  g o r m s  o f  t h e  t h r e e  
p n » n m R , v iz .,  S a tw a ,  R a ja s ,  a n d  T a m a s .

t A v y a k t a — T h e  u n r e v e a le d  C a u s e .

the  esoteric A rh a t philosophy and the A dw aita philosophy 
as ta u g h t by S ankaracharya . The rem aining quotations 
from  the w orks of various authors, contained in the  
Sw am y’s artic le  are, in my hum ble opinion, irrelevant. 
The C hapter on P ancha M ahabhutaviveka in Panchadasi 
does not show th a t A sal has not existed w ith S a t  from 
all e tern ity . This is the  first tim e I  hear tliat the Para- 
vidya m entioned in M anduka U panishad is a k ind  of 
P rak riti as s ta ted  by our learned herm it. I havo reason to 
th ink  th a t the en tity  indicated  by th e  said Parav idya is 
P arabrahm am . In  conjunction with tho said e n t i ty ' 
S ankaracharya spe aks of undifferentiated P ra k riti as 
“  A kasakhyam aksliaram ”  pervading it everywhere. Our 
opponent seems to  th ink  th a t as every Y ogi is asked 
to rise above the  influence of A vidya, it m ust necessarily 
be assum ed th a t P ra k riti is no t eternal in its undifferen­
tia ted  condition. This is as illogical as his o ther argu ­
m ents. Illusion arises from  differentiation or, Dwai- 
tabhavam  as it  is technically  ca lled ; and  absence of 
differentiation, w hether subjective or objective is the  N ir­
vana of A dw aita. I f  tho  Swam y only pauses to consider 
th e  nature  of “ th is  one elem ent” in its dual aspect, he will 
be able to see th a t it  is b u t an aspect of P arabrahm am . 
A ll tho argum ents advanced by him  seem to show th a t 
he is labouring  under th e  im pression th a t we are con­
tend ing  for tho porm anancy of this illusive m anifested 
world. If  th is M ulaprakriti th a t I  have a ttem p ted  to  
describe is no t noticed in Brahm am  accord ing  to  tho 
“ practical experience of h e rm its ,” all th a t I  can say is 
th a t tho ir experience is different from  the experience of 
S ankaracharya, V yasa, G oudapada and  several o ther 
R ishis. The herm it is welcome to  “ laugh at our w eak­
ness of understan d in g ”  if i t  can in the least com fort him; 
b u t m ere v ituperation  will b rin g  him  very little  
bunefit if ho rushes into controversy w ithout clearly 
understand ing  the  subject under disputation and with 
w orthless argum ents and irre levant quotations as his 
weapons.

The Editorjof th is journal is, I  th ink , perfectly  justified 
in re jec ting  our h erm it’s in te rp re ta tio n  of P ranava , as it 
is not quite consistent w ith w hat is contained iu M andu- 
kya, U tta ra tap an e  and  N aradapariv ra jaka  U panishads 
and o ther au tho rita tive  trea tises  on tlio subject. I  do 
not th in k  th a t the  th ree man m s in P ranava mean m atter, 
force and sp irit respectively , as sta ted  by the Swamy, 
1 have seen several in te rp re ta tions of Pranava in various 
b o o k s; b u t th is  explanation is en tire ly  novel to me; and 
I  respoctfully  subm it th a t it  is w rong, inasm uch as no 
olear distinction is over draw n betwoen m atter and  force 
in our ancien t philosophical works. I f  our Swam y is 
satisfied th a t R nm agita is a g re a t au tho rity  on E soterio  
science I  shall not a ttem p t to  deprive him  of his satis­
faction ; and as the  E so teric  dootrino tau g h t by S ankara­
charya and o ther g rea t V edantic  w riters is alm ost iden­
tical w ith tho Esotoric A rh a t doctrine as far as it goes, 
it is impossible for mo to enum erate  all th e  sim ilarities 
betw een tho  tw o system s for O n r  herm it’s delectation : 
but 1 shall be very ghid if ho can k indly  point out where 
and  in what they  differ.

I  beg  also to inform  him  th a t it is impossible to th ink  
of Purusha except in conjunction w ith M ulaprakriti, since 
P u rusha  can ac t only through P rakriti. In  support of 
these views I  may refer him  to S ankaracharya’s Soundar- 
ya  lahari and his com m entary on N am akam  and Sweta- 
sw ataraupanisliad. I t  is qu ite  clear th a t an A dhish ta tha  
can nevor ex ist w ithout U padanam . If, as is sta ted  by 
Sankaracharya, P u ru sh a  is A d ish ta tha  or K arta , and  if 
P rak riti is U padanam , th e  necessary co-existence of thoso 
two aspects becomes inevitable. A s regards the passage 
quoted from  T a ittir iy a  U panishad , I  havo to inform  tho 
h e rn r t  th a t  th e  word P ra k riti  theroin m entioned means 
differentiated  P ra k riti . N o t satisfied w ith tho abusive 
language contained in  th e  body of his article and his 
allusion to the “ black m ouse,”  (a passage om itted there­
from fordocency’s sake,) ourlearned  opponenthas thought 
it  p roper to record an em phatic declaration a t the  term i­
nation  of his artic le  th a t  th e  E d ito r’s views are Exoteric



and no t Esoteric. U ndoubtedly , as fa r  a9 th ey  are 
com m unicated to  him  th ro u g h  th e  m edium  of thia 
journal, they are exo teric ; for if really esoteric they  
would not be thus m ade public. B u t it ia a m a tte r  of 
very little  consequence to the  progress of theosophy 
w hether tho Swamy of A lm ora considers them  esoteric or 
exoteric, provided they are  reasonable, and in harm ony 
w ith the  doctrines of th e  g re a t teachers of ancien t 
A ryavarta .

------•------
“  O D O R IG E N ” A N D  J I V A T M A *

By D h a r a n i d a e  K a u t h u m i ,  F . T . S.

I  h a v e  perused  w ith m uch in te res t and  care th e  excel­
len t p ap e r read  by Dr. Salzer (F . T. S.) a t the  first an n i­
versary  m eeting  of the  B engal Theosophical Society. I t  
would bo of immense advan tage  if the  teach ings of the 
ancien t philosophical schools of th is coun try  are exam in­
ed in th e  lig h t of m odern science, by  sc ien tists, able to 
b rin g  to  th e ir  ta sk  the  ra re  qualification of an  unbiassed 
mind, ready to follow tru th , w herever she m igh t lead. 
Dr. Salzer deserves well of us in having  public ly  come 
forw ard to show how the  researches of our ancestors 
iuto tho m ysteries of n a tu re  lie in advanco of the  fu rth e s t 
confines of m odem  scientific th o u g h t. T here  is a well- 
know n S an sk rit trea tise , w here m ost of tho deductions 
of D r. Y aegar are an tic ipated  and p ractically  applied  to 
sexual selection in the  hum an species. This sub jec t of 
aura seminalis finds a p re tty  full tre a tm en t there . The 
connection betw een w hat D r. Y aeg ar calls “  odorigen” 
and  jivatrna  or prana  as i t  is differently called in differ­
en t system s of In d ian  philosophy has been well traced. 
B u t his rem arks on th is sub ject, able as th ey  no" doub t 
are, call for a few observations from  th e  po in t of view  of 
occult philosophy. Jivatrna  has been described by  a tru s t­
w orthy au thority  as a “  form  of force, indestruc tib le , and 
when disconnected w ith one set of atom s is im m ediately 
a ttrac ted  by ano ther se t.” D r. Salzer concludes from  th is 
th a t occult philosophy looks upon it  as an ab s trac t force 
or force per se. B ut surely th is  is bend ing  too m uch to 
th e  P rocrustian  phraseology of m odern science, and if 
po t properly guarded  will lead to  some m isapprehension. 
M atter in occult philosophy m eans existence in the  w id­
est sense of th a t word. H ow ever m uch the  various form s 
of existence, sucli as physical,v ital, m ental, sp iritual, &c., 
differ from each other, th ey  are  m utually  re la ted  as b e ­
ing  parts of the O n e  U n i v e r s a l  E x i s t e n c e ,  the  P a ra b ra h ­
m a of the  Y edan tist. F orce is the  inheren t pow er or 
capacity  of P arabrahm a, or the  “ M a tte r” of occultism , to 
assum e different forms. This pow er or capacity  is not a 
separate  en tity , b u t is the  tilin g  itself in which it  in ­
heres ; ju s t as the  th ree-angled  ch arac ter of a tr ian g le  is 
no th ing  separate  from  the  trian g le  itself. F rom  th is it 
will be abundan tly  clear th a t accep ting  the  nom enclature 
•f occult science, ono cannot speak of an  ab s trac t forco 
w ithout be ing  guilty  of a palpable absurd ity . W h a t is 
m eant by Jivatrna  being a “  form  of force, &c.” is th a t it 
is m a tte r in a state, in which it  exhib its certa in  pheno­
m ena, not produced by  it in its sensuous s ta te , o r in o ther 
words, it is a p roperty  of m a tte r in a  particu la r sta te , 
corresponding w ith properties called under ordinary  c ir­
cum stances heat, electricity , &c., by  m odern scicnce, bu t 
a t  the  same tim e w ithout any correlation  to them . I t  
m ig h t here be objected th a t if Jivatrna  was not a force 
per se, in tho sense which m odem  science would a ttach  
to the phrase, then how can i t  survive unchanged  the 
g ran d  change called death, w hich th e  protoplasm s, it in­
heres in, undergo; and even g ra n tin g  th a t Jivatrna  is m a t­
te r in a particu la r sta te , in w hat p a r t of th e  body shall 
we locate it in th e  tee th  of the fact th a t the  m ost careful 
exam ination has no t been successful in de tec tin g  it ? 
Jivatrna, as has a lready  been sta ted , is subtle supersen-

* J i v a t r n a  a p p l ie s  h e r e  t o  t l io  2 n d  p r in c ip l e  o f  m a n  r o f o r r o d  to  in  th o  
F r a g m e n ts  o f  O c c u lt T r u th ,  N o . 4?, a n d  n o t  t h e  7 t h  p r in c ip l e  o f  t h e  V e d a a -  
t e e s .  I t  o u g h t  t o  b o  p r o p e r l y  c a l l c d  J i v a  o r  p r a n a  ( l i f o ) .— E d ,  '

suous m a tte r , perm eatin g  the  en tire physical struc tu re  of 
the  liv ing  being , and w hen it  is separated  from such 
s tru c tu re  life is said to become extinct. I t  is no t reason­
able therefore  to  expect it  to be subject to detection by 
tlie surgeon’s knife. A  p a rticu la r set of conditions is 
necessary  for its  connection w ith an anim al s tru c tu re , and 
when those conditions are d isturbed, it  is a ttra c te d  by  
o ther bodies, p resen tin g  snitable conditions. D r. Y ae- 
g a r ’s “ odorigen”  is not perhaps Jivatrna  itself, b u t  is one 
of th e  links w hich connects it w ith  the physical b o d y ; it 
seems to bo m a tte r  s tan d in g  betw een S th u la  S a rira  and  
Jivatrna,

------«------ '
P R O F : E D A R D ’S  N E W  E L E O T R O -M A G N E T IC  \ 

A P P A R A T U S  F O R  T H E  T R E A T M E N T  OF  
D IS E A S E S . '

W e have to  acknow ledge w ith th an k s  a small brochure 
in F ren ch  from  P rofessor E d ard  of P aris  g iv ing  us a 
sho rt descrip tion of the  new electro-m agnetic appara tu s 
he has inven ted  and  perfected  for tho trea tm en t of a 
varie ty  of diseases which m ortal flesh is heir to. F rom  
w hat we have heard  of him  from friends resid ing  in 
P aris , and from the  notices th a t  have occasionally appear­
ed in the  F ren ch  p ap ers— especially the one published in 
“ L a  Vie D om estique,” b y  M. L. de Cazeneuve, we find 
th a t the inventor has been very successful w ith his appa­
ra tu s in  allev iating  hum an suffering. Diseases, such as 
rheum atism , g o u t, asthm a, palp ita tions of the  heart, 
bronchitis, &c. &c., th a t were pronounced by medical 
men as alm ost incurable, have yielded before his electro­
m agnetic  fric tionneurs, the  like of w hich are  not many, 
and  which can bo easily and  advantageously  used by the 
patien ts  them selves even w ithout any  technical know ledge 
of th e ir  use. T hey  consist of brushes (frictionneurs), 
belts and solos (semelles) to be worn in tlio shoes, b race­
lets, &c., and  are freo from  those dangers th a t are insepa­
rable from the  use of the  m agneto-electric apparatuses em­
ployed a t  p resen t in th e ir  practice by  medical men who 
have b u t lately  begun to  learn  th a t “  E lec tric ity  is L ife.”

The “ F ric tio n n eu r” or Brush consists of a th in  p late 
of cork having  four grooves into w hich are inserted  as 
m any brass tubes. These have tlieir laminae of m agnetised  
iron and  are filled up w ith m agnetic iron ore in powder 
which we shall refer to  presently .

The belts, solos, &c., are m ade of canvas, to  w hich are 
also a ttach ed  tubes con tain ing  th in  m agnets and  the iron 
ore.

The fric tionneur  is used, as its name implies, as a brush 
on tho affected p a rts , or it  may be m erely applied there  
as in th e  case of im paired digestion or pulm onary affec­
tions, or pa in  in any p a rt of the body. T he electro­
m agnetic belts, b racele ts and soles aro used with perfect 
ease by the patien ts , of course in d irect contact w ith the 
affected parts . T he soles m ade of th in  layers of cork are 
to be placed w ithin the  shoes aud are an excellent antidote 
for th a t inconvenient and  annoying  m alady— coldness of 
the  feet. '

These contrivances—the  resu lt of long study aud  in ­
num erable experim ents— the m anipulation of tho m ag­
netic ore is a secre t w ith the inventor—are a  constant 
reservoir of electricity  im parting  it to the nerves where 
it  is w anting , and favouring an equal d istribu tion  of th a t 
sub tle 'fo rco  in those p arts  where it has accum ulated to 
an inconvenient ex ten t as in the  ease of heat or inflam­
m ation. Thoso persons who are no t good sailors and are 
no t blessed w ith “  dura ilia ” will bo g lad  to learn th a t 
M. E d a rd ’s belts are an instantaneous and  never-failing 
cure for sea-sickness. N um erous w ell-authenticated  and 
verified instances and  successful experim ents have been 
recorded of theso belts  as charm s aga in st th a t  malady 
which, as we have heard , deters m any a native of In d ia ’ 
from proceeding  to  Europe. W e also learn  th a t M. 
E dard  does not d iscard  the mesmeric cure of diseases, for 
in the  trea tm en t of some of them  which he personally 
superin tends, he supplem ents electro-m agnetism  with.



mesmerism, the co ncen tra ted  and purified essence, so to 
«poak, of tlie m agnetic  forces of N a tu re  in th e ir  crude 
and unrefined s ta te . •

"  E very  liv ing  body” —w rites Mons. Cazenouve— “ is 
an e lec trical and maguefcical ap p ara tu s  w ith functions 
under atm ospheric influence— tho reservoir of the two 
electricities. A m pere has proved it. . . Tho habitual 
function of tho muscles has to bo a ttr ib u te d  to  the  effect 
produced by a cu rren t the  fountain head  of which is none 
o ther than our w i l l . ”

Now “ M. E d a rd , a veritable hum an torp illa , finds in 
himself the  elem ents which furnish him w ith the means of 
producing a well regu la ted  vibration to the  degree th a t is 
needed, in the  a lready  v ib ra ting  organism  and  the 
m aterials which com pose his electro-m agnetic ap p a ra ­
tu ses........” One can im agine the results th a t can bo pro­
duced by th e  in te lligen t guidance o f th e  m agneto-electric 
curren ts. One of the  most curious of his experim ents is 
th a t of the so-called “ dry ba th— ” an invention of M r. 
Edard.

A  vast room in his house a t Passy (near P aris), 22, P u e  
Dubare, th a t any one can visit, is devoted specially to this 
operation. A  large autom atical arm  chair, is the chief 
olectro-m agnetic appara tus in the  experim ent and  of an 
enormous power. The patien ts under trea tm en t aro
placed in i t ........ Insu lated  by four g lass cups and  a th in
layer of g u ttapercha  from tho floor, the  arm  chair rests  on 
a carpet covering 1419 sheaths of canvas filled w ith  
the oxyidized ore of m agnetic iron. Tho arm  chair fu r­
nished inside w ith a m echanism  of 36 spools and  arm a­
tures of soft iron, finds itself a t  a given m om ent under the  
influence of a m agnetic cu rren t produced by five elem ents 
(the g rea t model of a “  Gaiffo-pile” w ith a basis of b i­
chrom ate of potassium ). The hea t d isengaged  by tho 
arm -chair s trongly  disposes th e  pa tien t to receive tho 
special electro-atm ospheric action proceeding from the 
d isengagem ent of the ozone* g enera ted  by a pow erful 
statical m achine of Oltz, placed in sim ultaneous com­
m unication w ith the  sheaths th a t cover an  area  of 24 
square m etres of the  floor. In  th is pa rticu la r s ta te  of 
chemical activ ity , the oxygen acquires physiological p ro­
perties th a t  ac t d irectly  upon tho organism  in sur- 
exciting its  functions.

Ozone, as every one well know s, exists w herever there  
is an active vegetation, as in tho fields, tho  forests, etc., 
whereas th ere  is a considerable dim inution of it  in towns. 
Thus an  artificial atm osphere  im pregna ted  w ith oxygen 
is being  created  and m ust a c t beneficially upon tho 
patien ts  who are dying  for the  need of i t . .. “  Thus Mr. 
E dard  bathos him self and  his pa tien ts  in th is  life-resto r­
ing  atm osphere, sa tu ra tes him self w ith  tho effluvia all 
charged w ith ozone I and thanks to tho  reactive force 
w ith w hich ho him self is endowed, he excites a sim ilar 
reaction in his su b jec t........”

"  A nother statical m achine of C arre, is som etim es
placed in com m unication w ith  the  p a tie n t........  N o th ing
bo curious as to w itness M r. E d a rd ’s experim en ts, during  
tho evening in dark . The whole room appears lite ra lly  
on fire ; operator and  p a tien t, arm -chair and  floor, are 
flashing with thousands of b rillian t sparks. U nder M r. 
E d a rd ’s hand, the  liv ing ba tte ry , tho  hair of those presen t, 
lik e  luminous rays seem moved to and  fro by a gentle  
breeze, stand ing  on end and  being  low ered in tu rn , while 
u nder the  feet of the  persons p resen t move in lum inifer- 
ous do ts innum erable sparks and  crack ing  sc in tilla s ...”

T he m agnetic  iron ore used in his appara tus is b rou g h t 
from M adagascar, from N aples, from  the  banks of the 
R hine, and from  two places in F rance, Puy-en-V elay and 
Boulac. B u t M. E dard  accords preference to tho ore 
from the last-m entioned place, a lthough i t  is charged  w ith 
a quartzose sand rendering  it difficult of purification.

I t  is an  established fac t in science th a t  all m agnetic  
.iron, w hether artificial or na tu ra l, loses its m agnetism  
when exposed to a very h igh  tem pera tu re  or w hen more

•O iy g cn  in nn active or  h ighly  electro-negativo atato, as  explained b y  
Faraday.— Sd,

or less oxydized. B u t M. E d a rd  has found out a process 
— the secret of w hich he keeps to him self— by which no 
elevation of tem pera tu re  nor oxydisation can destroy the 
m agnetism  of the  m ineral iu pow der th a t he uses in h ii 
tubes, so th a t this p ro p erty  renders liis electro-m agnetic 
appliances m ore enduring  and valuable than  those which 
we have seen advertised  elsewhere.

W e conclude th is sho rt notice of the Professor’s appli­
ances by draw ing  the  a tten tio n  of our readers to an in te­
resting  experim ent described  by M. L. de Cazeneuve 
made of tho vivifying efficacy of this m agnetic m ineral 
powder. A n orange tree  200 years old having a g irth  
of nearly  18 feet was found to bo sluggish in grow th and 
losing its  v ita lity , p resag ing  to ta l ruin and  death . M. 
E dard  adm inistered  to it  a dose of 250 gra ins of hiu 
pow der and in a short timo the tree  gradually  resum ed 
its  original v ita lity , and  recovered its norm al sta te  of 
v igour and fruitfulness. This experim ent thus establishes, 
nay corroborates, tho fac t th a t anim al life and  p lan t 
lifo aro identical in the m ain and aro bu t different phase* 
of th a t m ysterious V ital Forco th a t porvades and  vibrate* 
th rou g h o u t the  whole universe.

Wo would strong ly  advise those of onr readers who 
suffer from diseases pronounced incurable by th e ir  blessed, 
learned physicians, whose god is allopathy and them selves 
its p rophets, to  try  th e  new apparatuses. They are 
extrem ely cheap aud  can be had for a few rupees.

[Tho M anager of this Jo u rna l will be m ost happy to ren­
der services in th a t  d irection to whomsoever may need 
them .]

--------- »  . ..

K A R M A .

(A n  A ppend ix  to Fragm ents o f Occult T ru th .)

W i t h  reference to a ten e t in ono of the F ra g m m ts o f  
Occult T ru th , a respected  m em ber of our Society— N. 
I). K .— w rites to enquire “ W hat K arm a propels th$ 
higher Ego in to  the next b irth ,” when “ a highly depraved 
personality  is dropped ou t.”

A t the ou tse t it may be well to repea t again  w hat has 
been already so often s ta ted , nam ely, th a t the  Fragm ents 
being bu t fragm en tary  and  incomplete, m ust go on exh i­
b itin g  difficulties and  even apparent discrepancies until 
the whole doctrino concerning tho a fte r-s ta te  of the  Ego 
is thoroughly  m astered . B u t studen ts w ith a tolerable 
am ount of in tu itive  perception  havo had  enough of ph ilo ­
sophy given them , to  cnablo the  m ore advanced Ones to 
w ork out many a detail : especially if they  live the lifo 
which clears the  inner vision. Few  of these can be given 
in a publication th a t roaches tho outsider as well as the  
s tuden t of occultism . T here  are secrets of in itia tion  th a t 
i t  is im possible to  com m unicate prom iscuously to th* 
w orld a t largo, for it  would am ount to th row ing  m any n 
m ind into a direful confusion, unless the whole doctrino 
is explained ; and  th is  no ad ep t or even advanced neo­
phyte  would consent to do a t  th is  stage  of the  teaching. 
B u t th is pa rticu la r tene t hav ing  been already outlined, 
thoro is no fu rth e r necessity  of rem aining silent with 
reg ard  to th is special detail.

The readers of Ool. O lco tt’s Buddhist Catechism  may 
woll recall here w ith ad van tage  the  following very sug­
gestive passages (pages 54 and  55) :—

“ ........In  each b irth  th e  personality  differs from  th a t of
the  previous or nex t succeeding b irth . K arm a, tho deu* 
ex m achina, m asks (or shall wo say reflects ?) itself now 
in tho personality  of a sage, again as an  a rtisan , and so 
on th roughout the  s tr in g  of b irths. B ut though person­
alities ever sh ift, tho one line of life along w hich they 
are  s tru n g  liko beads, runs unb ro k en ........”

A longside w ith tho above quotation should bo p u t tho 
following from  the Fragm ents o f Occult Truth, No. 1 (Octo­
b er Theosophist, Vol. I l l ,  No. 1, page 19, col. 2) :—

“ ........The timo will come, no doubt, bu t many step*
h igher on the ladder, when the Ego will regain  its con­
sciousness of all its  p ast stages of existence........”



I f  the enqu irer will realise the  real m eaning of these 
two quotations, he will have the  key  to  a co rrect under­
stand ing  of the  question as to w hat K arina  propels the 
h igher Ego in to  the nex t b irth ,w hen  even tha*; of a highly  
depraved personality  is dropped out, to g e th e r w ith the 
personal soul th a t  weaved it out. I t  will be clear from 
these p assages th a t the individuality  or the  sp iritual 
monad is a  th read  upon which are s tru n g  various person­
alities. E ach  personality leaves its own— the h igher 
sp iritua l— im pressions upon the  divine Ego, the  consci­
ousness of w hich re tu rns a t a certain  s tage  of its p ro­
gress, oven th a t  of the  h igh ly  depraved soul th a t had  to 
perish in thp end. The reason for it becomes self-evident, 
if one reflects th a t however crim inal and  lost to every 
glim m er of a h ig h er feeling, no hum an soul is ye t born 
u tterly  depraved, and th a t there  was a time du ring  Iho 
youth of the  sinful hum an personality  when it  had 
w orked out some kind or o th e r of K a r m a ; and  th a t it is 
this th a t survives and  form s the basis of the  K arm a  to 
come. To m ake it clearer, le t us suppose th a t A  lives to 
th a t age when a  person becomes an ad u lt and begins to 
bloom fully into life. N o m an, how ever vicious his 
natural tendency, becomes so a t once. H e has had th e re ­
fore tim e to evolve a K arm a, however fa in t and  insignifi­
cant. L et us fu rther im agine th a t a t  the  age of eigh teen  
or tw enty  A  begins to  give way to  vice and thus g ra d u ­
ally loses the rem otest connection w ith his h ig h er princi­
ple. A t th ir ty  or say forty , he dies. Now, tho personality  
of A  between fifteen and  tw enty  is as little  the  personal­
ity of A  from tw enty to  th ir ty , as though  it  were quito 
ano ther man. Even th e  physiologists divide the  physical 
personality into stages of seven, and  show m an chang ing  
atom s to the  last, every seven years. The sam e w ith the 
inner man. The fifth princip le of the  sensual, h igh ly  
depraved m an, may and  will perish, while tlio K arm a  of 
his youth , though  no t s tro n g  and  com plete enough to 
socure for him a bliss in Devachan and  union w ith liis 
h igher p rincip le— is y e t sufficiently outlined to allow the 
monad a g rasp  on it fo r tho nex t reb irth . On the  o ther 
hand  we are tau g h t th a t  it  so happens som etim es th a t 
the K arm a  of a personality  is not fully w orked out in the 
b irth  th a t follows. L ife is m ade up of accidents, and  tho 
personality  th a t becom es may be h indered  by  circum ­
stances from receiving th e  full due its  K arm a  is en titled  
to , w hether for good or for bad. B u t th e  Law  of R e trib u ­
tion will never allow itself to  be cheated  by  b lind  chance. 
There is th en  a provision to  be m ade, and  tho accounts 
th a t could no t be se ttled  in  one b ir th  will be squared  in 
the succeeding one. Tho portion  of the  sum -total which 
could no t be sum m ed up on one colum n is carried  fo r­
w ard to  the  following. F o r verily  the  m any lives of ' 
an individual monad wero well com pared in the  F rag­
ments to the  pages of an  account book — t h e  B o o k  o p  

L i f e  or— L ivos....
O ut of theso im pressions, then , w hich constitu te  the 

K arm a of th e  youth , is evolved the  new personality . 
Our botanical friends m ay know  th a t  the  croton p lan t 
evolves out of itself another p lan t, when tho  one already  
evolved dies out or w ithers away. N atu re  m ust always 
progress, and  each fresh a ttem p t is more successful than  
the  previous one. T his fresh evolution is due to  tho 
la ten t po ten tia lity  of life it  has w ith in  itself. In  tho 
same m anner, a lthough one particu la r personality  may 
be so fa r depraved as to  be en tire ly  dissociated from tho 
•p iritual monad and go iuto the  eighth  sphere, whero 
annihilation is its  lot, ye t tho im pressions of tho p rev i­
ous personalities upon tho h ig h e r Ego have in thom  
poten tia lity  enough to  evolve a  new physical E go , liko 
the croton p lan t. The connection between a m an’s 
spiritual monad and the succession of physical Egos w ith 
which it  is tem porarily  associated, has been, some where 
in these columns, com pared to the  retrospective glanco 
of a m an on some past period of his earth ly  existence. 
W hile review ing ia  his memory his work day by  day—■ 
those days on which he d id  n o th ing  of any im portance 
and passed idly away, hav ing  left no im pression on his 
iaind, m ust be, aud are to him , like  a  perfec t b lank . No

consciousness th a t  he had  passed such days rem ains 
there. In  the  same m anner, the  Ego when a t the  end of 
its long p ilgrim age will regain  consciousness of those 
personalities only w hich have m ade a sufficiently s tro n g  
sp iritua l, hence indelible, m ark on the m onad, while the 
m em ory of the  conscions acts of the  particu la r depraved 
personality  w hich goes to the eigh th  sphere will be en tire ly  
obliterated .

I t  m ay then  be u rged  w hat stim ulus is there  fo r a 
man to be good and  pure, if his spiritual monad is an y  
how to p rogress ? This is no doubt a side issue b u t a 
very im p o rtan t one. I t  m ust not be discussed how ever 
a t  th is s tag e  of our w riting .

' ----- ■»— ■ ■
“ E S O T E R IC  B U D D H IS M .” .

w M !{; f '  R  SlNNETT> F - T - s . ,  au tho r of "  the  Occult 
W orld ,’ has in the  press of M essrs. T rubuor aud Co. a new 
volume of A siatic  Esotericisin , to which he gives tho 
above title , an d  w hich is destined  to create a m uch 
widei in te ie s t even th an  his o ther work. I ts  g rea t novel-' 
ty  consists in its  being an exposition of certa in  tenets of 
th e  secret doctrino  of T ibetan  B uddhism — th a t of the  
A rlia ts which, as our readers know, is bu t ano ther nam e 
for the “ W orld  R elig ion”  or Occult J)octrino underly­
in g  all the  ancien t fa ith s of m ankind. I t  is the  key alike 
to  the veiled language  of the  P arsi, H indu, B uddhist, 
Babylonian, E g y p tian , H ebrew  Grecian, Rom an, and  
all o th e r S crip tures. H o who m asters it perfectly  will 
com prehend tho essence of w hatsoever religion has been 
evolved by hum anity  as tho vehicle for its h ighest sp iri­
tual concepts. I t  would bo exaggera tion  to  say th a t the 
reader of M r. S in n e tt’s two books m ay count upon find­
in g  a n y th in g  more th an  a glim pse a t  this W isdom  R eli­
gion, for ho is b u t a beg inner in  this b ranch  of study . 
Y et, a t  the  same tim e, it  m ust bo conceded th a t he has, 
under especially favouring  circum stances, boon able to 
g e t a c learer in sig h t into some portions of th is occult 
philosophy, aud perm itted  to express it in p la iner term s 
th an  any o ther a u th o r of m odern times. Tlio world-wide 
circulation  of tho  “ O ccult AVorld” — of which three edi­
tions have been sold already— is a t  once an evidence of 
the  general in te re s t now fe lt in those subjects, and a 
g uaran tee  of the  success w hich aw aits the  new, and  inoro 
im portan t, volume. In  an o th er place will be found the 
m anager’s announcem ent, to which in tend ing  purchasers 
aro referred .

------—
T h e  s p e c i a l  a t t e n t i o n  of tho general reader as well 

as of m em bers is callod to  an im portan t article in the  
Supplem ent on “  C helaship.”  P ac ts  ot the h ighest im por­
tance to  all who aspire to  the  practical study  of occult 
science aro th e re in  given. A s the provisions of crim inal 
s ta tu tes  have no te rro rs  for the  virtuous, so the  w arning 
contained in tho artic le  will no t daun t those who feel 
them selves equal to th e  g rea t Trial,

-----— •
T H E  S E P T E N A R Y  P R IN C IP L E  I N  

E S O T E R IO IS M .

S i n c e  tho p resen t exposition of tho A rh a t esoteric 
doctrine was begun , m any who had uo t acquainted  them ­
selves w ith the  occult basis of H indu philosophy havo 
im agined tlia t tho  two were in conflict. Some of tho 
m ore bigoted  have openly charged tlie O ccultists of tho  
Theosophical Society of p ropaga ting  ran k  Buddhistic 
heresy; aud have even gone to the leng th  of affirming th a t 
the  whole Theosophic m ovem ent was bu t a m asked B ud­
dhistic  p ropaganda. W e wero taun ted  by igno ran t 
B rahm ins and  learned Europeans th a t  our sep tenary  
divisions of na tu re  and every th ing  in it, including maii, 
is a rb itra ry  and  no t endorsed by the oldest religious sys­
tem s of the  E ast.

F o rtunate ly , we have no t been obliged to  wait long 
for our perfect vindication . In  tho following num ber our 
B ro ther M r. T. S ubba  Row, B. A ., B. L ., confessedly a 
learned  O ccultist an d  ripe scholar, will lay before the



public th ro u g h  these columns ex trac ts  from  orig inal 
te x ts  w hich unansw erably prove th a t all the  root-ideas 
em bodied in the Fragm ents series were en te rta in ed  by 
V yasa, the g rea t in itia ted  ad ep t and  Rislii. The tru th s  
of th e  A rh a t secret doctrine are  thus substan tia ted  by an 
au th o rity  whose orthodoxy no Ilin d u  of w hatsoever sect 
will dare deny. The passages were b u t recently  stum bled 
upon by Mr. Subba Row in tho course of read ing  upon 
ano ther s u b je c t ; thus affording us one more of those 
s trik in g  coincidenccs which by some happy  chance have 
of late boen so frequent. M eanwhile, i t  is proposed to 
throw  a cursory glance a t  the V edas, tho U panishads, 
the  Law-Books of M anu, and  especially the  V edanta, and 
th u s show th a t they  too prove the claim. Even in  th e ir  
crude exotericism  th e ir  affirm ation of the  seven-fold 
division is g laring . P assage a fte r passage h in ts  a t it. 
A nd not only can the m ysterious num ber be found and 
traced  on every page of th e  o ldest A ryan  Sacred S crip ­
tu res, b u t in the oldest books of Z oroastrianism  as well ; 
in the  roscued cylindrical tile  records of old B abylonia 
and  Chaldea, in tho “  Book of the D ead” and the R itual­
ism  of ancien t E g y p t and  even in the M osaic books— 
w ithout m ention ing  the S ecret Jew ish  w orks, such as the 
K abala.

W ith in  tho narrow  lim its of a m agazine artic le  th ere  
can scarcely be found room enough for bare  quotations, 
which we m ust leave to  s tan d  as land-m arks and  not 
even a tte m p t long explanations. To really  tak e  up the 
sub ject requires more th an  m ere Fragm ents. I t  is no 
exaggeration  to  say th a t upon each of the  few h in ts now 
given iu the  cited  Slokas a th ick  volume m igh t be w ritten .

F rom  the  well-known hym n To Tim e, in the  A tharva- 
V eda (X IX . 53.)

“ T im e ,  l ik e  a  b r i l l i a n t  s t e e d  w i th  seven r ay s ,
F u l l  of f e c u n d i t y ,  b e a r s  a l l  t h i n g s  o n w a r d .

T im e ,  l ik e  a  se u en -w h e e le d ,  seuert-naved c a r  m o v e s  on,
H i s  ro l l i n g  w h e e l s  a r e  a l l  t h e  w o r ld s ,  h is  axlo
I s  i m m o r t a l i t y ............. ”

■—down to M anu “ the  first and  th e  seventh m an ,”  the 
V edas, the  U panishads, and  all the  la te r system s of 
philosophy teem  w ith allusions to th is num ber. W ho 
was M anu, the  son of Sw ayam bhuva ? The secret doc­
trin e  tells us th a t this  M anu was no m an b u t th e  rep re ­
sentation  of tho first hum an races evolved w ith the  help 
of the  D liyan-Chohans {Devas) a t the b eg inn ing  of the 
first Round. B u t we are  to ld  in his Laws (Book I .  80) 
th a t there arc fourteen Manus' for every K alpa  or “ in terval 
from  croation to c rea tion" (read in terval from  one m inor  
“ P ra lay a”  to  another); and  th a t “ in the p resen t divine 
age, there have boen as y e t seven M anus.”  Those who 
know th a t there  are seven rounds, of w hich we havo 
passed th ree , and  are now in the  fou rth  ; and  who are 
ta u g h t th a t there  are seven dawns and  seven tw iligh ts  
o r fourteen M anvantaras ; tlla t a t  the  beg inn ing  of 
every R ound and a t tho end and  on, and  betw een the 
p lanets there  is “ an  aw akening to illusive Y\ie,” and “ an 
aw akening to real life ,”  and  th a t, m oreover, there  are 
“  root-M anns” and  w hat we have to clum sily transla te  
as “ the seed-M anus” — the seeds fo r  the hum an races o f 
tlie forthcom ing Hound  (a nu’ste ry  d ivulged, b u t to 
those who have passed th e ir  3rd degree in initiation); 
those who have learned all th a t, will be b e tte r  p repared  
to  understand  the m eaning of the  follow ing. W o are 
to ld  in  the  Sacred H indu  Scrijitu res th a t  “  The first 
M anu produced six o ther M anus, (seven p rim ary  M anus 
in  all) and  these produced in th e ir  tu rn  each seven 
other M anus”— (B hrigu I . 61-03)* the p roduction  of the  
la tte r  s tan d in g  in the occult trea tises as 7 x 7 .  Thus 
i t  becomes clear th a t  M anu— the la s t one, the  p rogen ito r 
of our F o u rth  R ound H um anity , m ust bo the  seventh, 
since we aro on our fo u rth  R ound, and th a t thero  is a

# T h e  f a c t  t h a t  M a im  h im s e l f  is  m a d o  to  d e c la r e  t h a t  h e  w a s  c r e a t e d  
b y  V i r a j  a n d  t h e n  p r o d u c e d  t h e  t e n  P r a j a p a t i s ,  w h o  a g a in  p r o d u c e d  
s e v e n  M a n u s ,  w h o  in  t h e i r  t u r n  g a v e  b i r t h  t o  s e v e n  o t h e r  M a n u s ,  
( M a n u , I ,  3 3 -3 G ) r e l a t e s  t o  O th e r  s t i l l  e a r l i e r  m y s t e r i e s ,  a n d  is  a t  t h e  
Baino t im o  a  b l in d  w i t h  r e g a r d  to  th o  d o c t r in e  o f  th©  S e p te n a r y  c h a in  «

a rooi-M anu a t globe A  and  a .sefirZ-Manu a t globe G. 
Ju s t  as each p lanetary  R ound commences w ith the 
appearance of a “  R oot— M anu” (Dyan Cholian) and 
closes w ith a “ Seed-M anu,”  so a root and a Seed M anu 
appear respectively  a t the  beg inn ing  and the term ination 
of the hum an period  on any particu lar planet. I t  will 
be easily seen from  the  foregoing sta tem ent th a t a 
M anu-antaric  period  m eans, as the term  implies, tho 
tim e between th e  appearance of two M anus or D yan 
C holians; and  hencea m inor M anuantara  is the duration  of 
the seven races on any particu la r p lanet, and a m ajor 
m an v an ta ra  is the  perio d  of one hum an roun'd along 
the P lan e ta ry  chain. M oreover, that, as it is said th a t 
each of th e  seven M anus creates 7 x 7  M anus, and  th a t 
th ere  are  49 roo t-races on tlie seven planets during 
each R ound, th en  evory root-race has its M anu. Tho 
p resen t seventh M anu is called “ V aivasvata” and stands 
in  the exoteric tex ts  for th a t Manu who represen ts in 
In d ia  the  B abylonian X isus-tlirus and the  Jew ish  N oah. 
B u t in th e  esoteric books we are told th a t M anu Vaivas- 
va ta , the  p ro g en ito r of our fifth  race who saved it  from 
th e  flood th a t nearly  ex term inated  the fourth  (A tlantis) — 
is no t the  seventh M ann, m entioned in the  nom enclature 
of the R oot— or prim itive M anus, bu t one of tho 49 
“  em anated from  th is “  ro o t” — M anu.”

F o r c learer com prehension wo here give the  nam es of 
th e  14 M anus in th e ir  respective order an d  re la tion  to 
each Round.

- , T> a  f  1 s t  ( R o o t)  M a n u  o n  P l a n e t  A . — S w a y a m b h u v a ,  
s  o u n  . ^ ( g ee (j j  > ja n t l  o n  p l a n e t  G .— S w a r o c h i  ( o r )  S w a ro tiB h a ,

n  i -d j  J 2 n d  ( I t . )  M . o n  P l a n e t  A .— U t t a m a .2 n d  R o n n d .  ^  ^  '  ^

o j  -o j  1 3 r d  ( I i . )  M . ,,3 r d  E o n n d .  j 3rd ( g  ) M  ^

■ui. i)  ,1 ) 4 t h  (11.) M . „4 t h  K o n n d . 1 4(.h  ( g  ) M _ h

, 5 5th  (It .)  M. „
5 t h  R o n n d .  j 6(.h  ( g  )  M  ^

, J G th  ( R . )  M . „
6 t h  R o n n d .  I 6 t h  ( g ) M  ^

„ , J 7 t h  ( I t . )  M . „
7 t h  R o n n d .  |  7(.h  ( S  ) M . (>

V aivasvata  thus th o u g h  seventh  in the  order given, is 
th e  prim itive R oot-M anu of our 4 th  H um an W ave :— 
[th e  read e r m ust always rem em ber th a t M anu is 
no t a m an b u t collective hum an ity ], while our V aivas­
vata  was b u t one of the  seven M inor M anus who aro 

-made to preside over th e  seven races of this our p lanet. 
E ach of these has to becom e the witness of one of tho 
periodical and over-recurring  cataclysm s (by fire and  
w ater in  tu rn) th a t close the  cycle of every Root-race. 
A nd  it is th is  V aivasvata ,— the H indu  ideal em bodim ent 
called respectively  X isusth rus, D eukalion, N oah 'and  by 
o ther nam es— who is the  allegorical man who rescued 
our race when nearly  th e  whole population of one hem is­
phere perished by w ater, while the o ther hem isphere was 
aw akening  from  its  tem porary  obscuration.

The num ber seven s tands prom inently  conspicuous in 
even a cursory com parison of th e  l l t h  T ab le t of tho 
Izd h u b ar L egends of the  C haldean account of the Deluge 
and the so-called M osaic books. In  bo th  the num ber 
seven plays a m ost p rom inen t p art. The clean beasts are 
taken  by  sevens, the  fowls by sevens a lso ; in seven days, 
i t  is prom ised N oah, to ra in  upon the earth  ; thus he stayg 
“ ye t o ther seven days,”  and  again seven days ; while in 
the  Chaldean account of the  D eluge, on tho seventh 
day th e  ra in  quieted . On the  seventh day the dove 
is sen t out ; by  sevens, X isusth rus takes “  jugs of 
w ine” for the  a lta r, etc. W h y  such coincidence ? And 
ye t we are  to ld  by, and  bound to  believe in, the  Euro­
pean orien ta lists , when passing  judgm en t alike upon the 
B abylonian and A ryan  chronology they call them  “  ex­
tra v a g a n t and  fanciful !” N evertheless, while they give 
us no explanation of, nor havo they  ever noticed, as far 
as we knoWj tho s tran g e  ononess in the to tals of the 
Sem itic , C haldean, and A ry a n  H indu  chronology, the 
studen ts  of Occult Ph ilosophy find the following fact ex-

„  G .— T h a m n s a .
„  A .— I ta iv a t a .
,, G .— C h a c k c h n s k a *

j, A .— V a iv a s v a t a  ( o u r p r o g e n i t o r )
,, G .— S a v a r n i .
,, A .— D a k s h a  S a v a r n i .
„  G*— B r a h m a  S a v a r n i .
,, A  — D h a r m a  S a v a r n i .
,, G — R u d r a  S a v a r n i .
„  A .— R o u c h y a .
„  G .— B h o u ty a .



trem ely suggestive . W hile  tlie period of th e  re ign  of the  
10 B abylonian  antediluvian  k ings is g iven  as 432,000 
years,* the  d u ra tio n  of the post-diluvian K ali-yug, is also 
given as 432,000, while the four ages or th e  divine Maha 
yug, y ie ld  in  th e ir  to ta lity  4,320,000 years. W hy  should 
they , if fanciful and “ ex trav ag an t,”  give th e  iden tical 
figures, w hen neither the  A ryans nor the  B abylonians 
have surely  borrow ed any th ing  from  each o th e r ! W e in ­
vite  th e  a tte n tio n  of our occultists to  the  th ree  figures 
g iven 4 s tan d in g  for the  perfec t square 3 fo r th e  tr ia d  
(the seven universal & the  seven Ind iv idua l principles) 
and  2 tha  symbol of our illusionary w orld a figure ignored  
an d  re jec ted  b y  P y thagoras. ,

I t  is in  th e  Upanishads and  th e  Vedanta  though , th a t 
we have to look for the best corroborations of th e  occult 
teach ings. I n  the  m ystical doctrine the R ahasya, o r the 
Upanishads ; “ the  only Y eda of all th o u g h tfu l H indus in 
the p resen t d ay ,”  as M onier W illiam s is m ade to con­
fess, every word, as its  very  nam e im plies, + has a secret 
m eaning underly ing  it. This m eaning  can be fully rea­
lized only by  him  who has a full know ledge of P rana, the  
O n e  L i f e ,  “ th e  nave to  w hich are  a ttach ed  the  seven 
spokes of th e  U niversal W h ee l,”  (H ym n to Prana, 
A th a rv a  V eda X I. 4 '.

Even European O rien talists ag ree  th a t  all th e  system s 
in In d ia  assign to  tho hum an body : a, an ex terio r or 
gross body (sthula-sarira) ; b, an in n er or shadowy 
body (sukshma) , or linga-sarira, (the vehicle), th e  two 
cem ented w ith— c, life (jiv  or karana-sarir a, “ causal 
body.” )J  These tlie occult system  o r esotericism  divides 
into seven, fa rth e r add ing  to  these— kam a, manas, buddhi 
and  atm an. Tlie N yaya  philosophy when tre a tin g  of 
Pram eyas (by w hich the  objects and  subjects of P ram a 
are to  be correctly  understood) includes am ong th e  12 
the seven “ roo t princip les.”  (See IX th  S utra) which are
1. soul (a tm an),and  2 .its superior sp irit Jiva tm an  : 3. body 
(sarira), 4 senses (indriya ), 5. ac tiv ity  or will (pravritti)
6. m ind ,(m anas), 7. In te llec tion  (B uddh i). The seven 
P adarthas  (enquiries or p redicates of ex isting  th ings) of 
K anada in the  Vaiseshikas, re fe r in th e  occult doctrine 
to  the  seven qualities or a ttrib u te s  of the  seven principles. 
T hus : 1, substance (dr any a) — refers to  body or sthula- 
sarira-, 2. Q uality  or p roperty  (guna) to  the  lifo p rinci­
ple j i v ; 3. A ction or ac t (karm an) to  th e  L inga  sarira ;  
4. Com m unity or com m ingling of p ro p erties  (Sam anya) 
to  K am arupa;  5. Personality  or conscious in d iv id u a lity  
(Visesha) to M anas ; 6. Co-inlierence or perpetual in ti­
m ate relation  (Sam uvaya) to B uddhi, the  inseparable 
vehicle of A tm a n  ; 7, N on-existence o r non-being in the  
sense of, and as separate  from  objec tiv ity  o r substance 
(a bhava)—  to the  h ighest m onad or A tm a n .

Thus w heth er we view th e  O n e  as tlie V edic P u ruslia  or 
B rahm am  (neutral) the “  a ll-expanding  essence or as the  
universal sp irit, th e  “  lig h t of lig h ts”  (jyotisham  jyo tih )  
th eT o i’AL independent of all relation—-of th e  U panishads; 
or as the Param atm an of tlie  V e d a n ta ; o r again  as K ana- 
da’s A drishta  “ the  unseen Force ,”  or divine a to m ; or as 
P rakriti, the  “  eternally  ex isting  essence,”  of K apila, we 
find in all these impersonal universal P rincip les the la te n t  
capability  of evolving out of them selves “  six ray s” (the 
evolver being  the  seventh). The th ird  aphorism  of tho 
Sankhya-K arika , w hich says of P ra k r it i  th a t  it  is tlie 
“ roo t and  substance of all th in g s ,”  and  no production  
b u t itself a  producer of “  seven th in g s  w hich produc­
ed by  it, become also producers” — lias a purely  occult 
m eaning.

*  S oo  “  B a b y lo n ia "  b y  G e o rg e  .S iji ith . p .  3 6 . H e r e  a g a in ,  a a  w i th  
th o  M a o s a  a n d  1 0  P r a d ja p a t is  a n d  t h e  1 0  S e p h ir o th s  j n  t f i e  l)o o k  o f  
h u m b e r s — iA e y d w in d le  d o w n  to  s e v e n  !;— E d .

+  U p a - n i s h a d  m e a n s  a c c o r d in g  to  B r a h m in ic a l  a u t h o r i t y '— “  to  p o n - 
<quer i g n o r a n c e  b y  r e v e a l in g  t h e  s e c r e t  s p i r i t u a l  k n o w le d g e .”  A c c o r d ­
in g  to  M o n ie r  W i l l i a m s — th o  t i t l e  ig  d e r i v e d  f r o m  t h e  r o o t  s a d  vy ith  
t h e  p r e p o s i t io n s  u p a  a n d  n i ,  a n d  im p l ie s  “ s o m e t h in g  m y s t i c a l  t h a t  
u n d e r l i e s  o r  i s  b e n e a t h  t h e  s u r f a p e .” — E d ,

X T h is  K a r a n a Ts a r i r a i s  o f te p . m i s t a k e n  b y  th o  u n i n i t i a t e d  f o r  L in g a • 
s a r ir a , a n d  s in c e  i t  is  d e s c r ib e d  a s  t h e  i n n e r  r u d i m e n t a r y  o r  l a t e n t  e m ­
b ry o  o f  t h e  b o d y — c o n f o u n d e d  w i th  i t .  B u t  t h e  O c c u l t i s t s  r e g a r d  i t  a s  t l i e  
l i fe  ( b o d y )  o r  J iv ,  w h ic h  d i s a p p e a r s  a t  d e a t h ; — is  w i t h d r a w n — le a v in g  
£ho 1 ? a n d  3 r d  p r in c ip l e s  t o  d c s in t ip r a te  f in d  r e t u r n  t h e i r  e l e m e n t s .—  
£ d ,  . . ..

W b at are th e  “  p roducers”  evoluted from th is  un iver­
sal root-principle,ifttZa-^>raA:n7i or undifferentiated p rim e­
val coswncmatter, w hich evolves out of itself consciousness, 
and  m ind, and is genera lly  called “  P rak riti” and am u- 
lam  m ulam , “ th e  rootless roo t,”  and A -vyakta , th e  
“  unevolved evolver,”  etc. ? This prim ordial ta ttw a  or 
“ e ternally  ex isting  ‘ th a t,”  the  unknow n essence, is 
said to  produce as a  first producer 1. B u d d h i— “ in te l­
lect— ”  w hether we apply  the la tte r to  the 6 th  m acrocos- 
m ic or m icrocosm ic princip le. This first produced p ro ­
duces in its  tu rn , (or is th e  source of) Ahankara, “ se lf­
consciousness”  and  m anas “ m ind.”  The reader will 
please always rem em ber, th a t  the  M ahat or g rea t source 
of these two in ternal faculties “ B u d d h i” per se can have 
n either self-consciousness nor m ind ; viz., th e  6 th  princi­
ple in m an can preserve an essence of personal self­
consciousness or “  personal individuality”  only * by 
absorb ing  w ith in  itse lf its  own w aters, w hich have run  
th ro u g h  th a t  fin ite  fa c u lty ; for A hankara, th a t  is th a  
perception of “  I , ”  or th e  sense of one’s personal ind i­
v iduality , ju s tly  rep resen ted  by the  te rm  “ E go-ism —  
belongs to  the  second o r ra th e r  the th ird  production out 
of the  seven, viz., to  tlie  5 th  principle, o r M anas. I t  is 
th e  la tte r  w hich draw s “ as the web issues from  th e  
sp ider”  along tlie th read  of P rak riti, th e  “  roo t principle,”  
th e  four follow ing sub tle  elem entary principles or partic les 
Tanm atras, ou t of w hich th ird  class ”  tlie M aha-bhutas 
or th e  gross e lem entary  principles, or ra th e r  sarira  
an d  rupas, are  evolved— the karna, linga , j iv a  and 
sthu la  sarira. Tho th ree  gunas of “  P ra k r iti” —the  Sa ttw a , 
R aja s  and  Tam as (purity , passionate activ ity , and  igno­
rance or darkness,)— spun into a  trip lestran d ed  cord or 
“ rope,”  pass th ro u g h  the seven or ra th e r  six, hum an 
principles. I t  depends on the  5 th— M anas or A hancara 
th e  “ I ” — to th in  the guna, “ rope ,” in to  one th read — 
the  sa ttw a ; and th u s by  becom ing one w ith the  “  unevolv­
ed evolver,”  w in im m ortality  or eternal conscious ex ist­
ence. O therw ise i t  will be again  resolved in to  its  Maha- 
bhutic essence; so lo n g a s th e  trip le  s tran d ed -ro p e is le ft un­
stranded , th e  sp irit (the divine monad) is bound by the  
presence of th e  gunas in the  principles “  like an  anim al”  
(purusha  p a su ). The sp irit, atm an  or jivatm an (the 7tli 
and  6th  principles) w hether of the  macro or m ic­
rocosm, th o u g h  bound by these gunas d u ring  th e  ob­
jective m anifesta tion  of universe or m an, is y e t nirgu- 
na, i. e., en tire ly  free frojn them . Out of the  th ree  pro­
ducers o r evolvers, P ra kr iti, B uddhi and  Ahancara, 
i t  is b u t th e  la tte r  th a t  can be cau g h t (when m an is 
concerned) and  destroyed  w hen personal. T he “  divine 
m onad” is aguna  (devoid of qualities), while P ra k riti  
once th a t from  passive M ula-prakriti i t  has becom e 
a-vyakta  (an active evolver) is gunavat— endow ed w ith  
qualities. W ith  the  la tte r— P uru sh a  or A tm an can have 
n au g h t to  do (of course being  unable to perceive it ip 
its  gunavatic  s ta te ) ; w ith  the  form er— ov M ula-prakriti ov 
undifferep tia ted  cosmic essence it  has— since it  is one 
w ith it  and  identical.

T he A tm a  B oddhi or “ know ledge of soul,”  a tra c t 
w ritten  by  th e  g rea t Sankaracharya, speaks d istinctly  of 
the seven princip les in  m an, (see 14th verse). They ara  
called therein  the  five sheaths (pancha-kosa) in w liich  is 
enclosed th e  divine m onad— the A tm an  and Boddhi, the 
7th and Gtli principles, or tho  individuated soul when 
made d istin c t (th rough  avidya, m aya and the  gunas) 
from  the  suprem e soul— Parabrahm . The 1st sheath  
called A nanda-m aya, th e  “  illusion of suprem e Vliss” — is 
the  manas o r fifth principle of tlie pccult ist3 , \yliep united 
to  B u d d h i; the  2nd sheath  is Vijnana-maya-lfosa, the case 
or “  enyelopo of self-delusion,”  tho manas when 
self deluded in to  th e  belief of the  'personal I ,  or ego, 
w ith  its  vehicle. The 3rd— tlie M ano-maya  sheath  
composed of “  illusionary m ind”  associated w ith the 
o rgans of action and will, is the  K am arupa  and Lingasa- 
rira  com bined, p roducing  an illusive “  I ”  or M ayavi-rupa. 
The 4 th  sheath  is called P rana-m aya, “  illjisionary life ,” 
our second life p rincip le  or jiv, whereixi resides life, thp 
“ b rea th in g ”  sheath . The 5 th  kosa is called Anna-m aya



or the sheath  Supported by food— our gross m ateria l 
body. A ll th e se  sh ea ths produce o ther sm aller sheaths—  
or six a ttr ib u te s  or qualities each, th e  seven th  being  
always th6 root sheath , and the  A tm an  ol* sp irit passing  
th ro u g h  all th e se  subtle ethereal bodies like, a th read , is 
called the  “  th read-soul”  or su tra tm an. _

; W e  m ay conclude w ith the  above dem onstration. 
V erily  the E so teric  doctrine m ay well be called in  its 
tu rn  the “ th read -doc trine,”  since, like  Sutratrtian  or 
P ranatm tm , i t  passes th rough , and  s trin g s  to g e th e r all 
the  ancient philosophical religious Systems) and  w hat 
is m ore,— reconciles and  explains them . F o r  though  
seem ing so un like  externally , they  have b u t one foun­
dation, and of th a t  th e  ex ten t, dep th , b read th  and  nature  

. are know n to  those who have becom e, like  th e  “  W ise 

.M en of th e  E a s t ,”  adep ts in Occult Science.

. M » -  ■

S P IR IT  ID E N T IT Y  AN D  ■R E G E N T  S P E C U L A T IO N S .

(By “ M. A. (Oxon”) in Light.)
The question of spirit, identity is one extremely^difficult 

to square with some of the most recent speculations, which 
fclaim also to be some of the most ancient, touching the 
nature of spirit and hum an individuality. Theosophists 
denounce tlie use of the word “ spirit” by us as loose, inac­
curate, and, in fact, indefensible. They tell us tha t the so- 
called spirits of the seance-room aie not really spirits, in any 
proper sense of th a t misused word, but only shells, reliquite 
of w hat were once individual men, w ith a survival of a 
memory, refreshed from time to time by recourse to tha t 
storehouse of all ages and of every event—the A stral Light. 
Theso fragments of wliat were once men are in no sense 
spirits, and should rather be called Ghosts (I suppose our 
friends would say), being, indeed, shadowy and evanescent, 
and on their* way to extinction. They are but the pale 
reflection of that spirit, the inner principle, the true self, 
which they no longer contain. I t  is not there : it is risen j 
or, perchance, has fallen to its own place.

So th a t when I  say tha t tho spirit of my friend, Epes 
Sargent, for example, has communicated w ith me, I am not 
accurate. I  should rather say—assuming the whole story 
not to bo delusion on my part, or personation on the part of 
some vain-glorious spook with a talent for histrionics—that 
certain external principles which had once belonged to tha t 
entity, and had constituted part of the composite being 
which mado up his complete self, had given me from the 
survival of eartli-recollections, some facts. These, they would 
say, would be found to be probably unim portant, and, even 
as volunteered evidence, only moderately satisfactory. Such 
communications they would regard as going no way towards 
proof of the tremendous assumption which they were sup­
posed by Spiritualists to demonstrate ; and, in. point of fact, 
they would contend that when sifted, they threw upon the 
average belief in the return  of departed spirits the gravest 
doubt. They would tell me tha t in a short time I  shall find 

' my friend dropping out of my life, unless unfortunately he be 
' earth-bound, und so an extremely undesirable companion. 

He will get vaguer and vaguer, paler and more shadowy, 
with less interest in me and my life, and less memory of 
earth and all its concerns, until ho will die out—tliat ex­
ternal part of him tha t lias communicated with me here— 
and I  shall seek in  vain for further messages.

This, on the best view of the case. But, far more proba­
bly, they would tell me that my friend never came near me ; 
tha t his care for earth and its memories was extinct, an d 
th a t he was, being what he was, reposing now prior to his 
next incarnation. This is the assumption, and 1 10  amount 
of evidence shakes it, for just as the average man of science 
says, “ 'I  do not know where the flaw is, but I  am sure there 

‘is a flaw in your evidence,” so the Theosophist says, “ You aro 
talking nonsens'?. I t  is extremely unlikely th a t you are right 
in your suppositions. I t  is not impossible, indeed, but very 
unlikely, th a t a pure spirit should communicate with earth 
in this way ; it does not descend here, bu t the medium rises 
to its pure abode.” I t  would be rude to say th a t the facts 
are against such theories, and that when theories are opposed 
by facts, they must give way sooner or later. This would 
be so, no doubt, w ithin the domain of exact human know­
ledge, dr of speculation that is not entirely airy, But wq

are dealing here with something beyond the range of human 
science, and we have, as yet, no exact standard of judgment. 
W hen any one tells us th a t such and such things cannot be, 
we have a righ t to ask—why ? and even to suggest that, in 
these matters, we are all comprehended , in one common 
ignorance. And we have a right, further, to apply to our 
investigations the ordinary scientific method, which is not to 
theorise and then gather facts to support the bubble we have 
blown, but to amass facts with laborious persistence until it 
is passible to generalize from them with some show of 
fairness. I t  is early days yet to lim it us with theories, or at 
least with a theory, to prescribe for our acceptance a rigid 
dogma which is to be binding on us as a m atter of faith : 
and I, at least, have found no theory th a t was not at open 
variance with some ascertained fac ts; none tha t did not 
break down when tested ; none th a t was, in simple direct­
ness and applicability, any approach to the theory of tho 
Spiritualist, and, for the m atter of that, of the spirits too. 
B ut this is probably, because my facts square with that 
theory, and are not explained by any other tha t I  have met 
with as yet. I ain, however, both re&dy and willing to keep 
a listening ear and an open mind. ’

I  have very recently had means of studying this question 
of identity afresh, and of adding one more to the pile of facts 
th a t I have accumulated. The story that I  am about to tell 
is by no means without its difficulties, and I  do not record it 
as one that offers any definite solution of an abstruse problem. 
B ut it has its interest, is instructive in its way, and has^the 
m erit of being recorded w ith literal accuracy. I  have changed 
all names, because I  should, probably, cause annoyance to 
friends whom I have no Tight to annoy. W ith th a t excep­
tion the story is absolutely exact.

I t  is necessary for me to be retrospective, in order to mako 
myself intelligible. About ten years ago I  received, in un­
broken sequence, extending over several years, a great num­
ber of messages purporting to come from departed human 
spirits. These spirits—I m ust use the word, for life is too 
short for reiterated periphrases—found me a t first very 
sceptical about thom and their concern witli me. I  cross­
questioned them at great length, and did my best to pick a 
flaw in their statements. These were of an ordinary auto­
biographical nature, involving minute facts and dates—a 
sort of skeleton map of their life on earth—and wero 
given in various ways, by raps, by tilts, by automatic w rit­
ing, by trance-speaking, and so forth. The various means 
adopted were always adhered to, and I did not succeed in 
detecting, as other less fortunate investigators unquestion­
ably have, organised fraud or even sporadic attempts a t decep­
tion. Applying the methods which I should apply to  a caso 
of mere human identity, I could detect no flaw. And I  may 
say, in a parenthesis, th a t I  have a righ t to claim from 
this a positive result. W hen a story is told by a large 
mass of witnesses,—where each is tested by such methods

• as man has found most suitable in his daily life, and whero 
none breaks down, where no flaw is found, no lack Of 
moral consciousness discovered, these witnesses have establish­
ed a title to our belief in their veracity. They maybe under a 
delusion : or liko the Scotchman’s grand-m other who had seen 
a ghost, they may be dismissed as her grandson dismissed her, 
“ My grand-mother does na ken it, puir auld body, but she’s 
an awfu’ leer.” I, however, found 1 10  sign of the lie.

Among these invisible interlocutors of mine was one whom 
I  will call John Lilly. He had communicated chiefly through 
the table, and had selected for himself an extremely distinc­
tive sound. I t  was quite unmistakable, and for many years 
it was a thoroughly familiar sound. Then it gradually died 
out, and remained only as a memory : and even that became 
faint, and I  seldom recalled it. From this spirit, as from many 
others, I received various items of autobiographical infor­
mation, facts, dates, and particulars which, since he was a 
man of mark, I  was able to verify. They were exact in every 
particular, so far as they were susceptible of verification. 
Some were personal, and I did not find any record of them, 
but when I did find any record, it corroborated the informa­
tion given me by Lilly.

Somo years had passed since Lilly had apparently dropped 
out of my life. He had done what he had to do, and had 
departed. This year a friend whom I had not seen for some 
ten years invited me to stay with him for a few days. He had 
settled in a new home, and was within my reach. I, therefore, 
went to dine with him and spend the night, I t  was a dinner 
.party, and I had little conversation with my friend before 
retiring  for the night. I  soon fell asleep, and was repeatedly 
disturbed hy raps and noises which though I  had not heard



them for years, were very fam iliar to my ears. I  was soon 
wide awake, and satisfied iny self tha t I  was not dreaming. 
The raps were all over tho room, bu t I  did not receive any 
message by means of them. I  was sleepy, and disinclined to 
give myself trouble, though quite wide awake enough to be 
Certain as to what was going on. Raps there were, no doubt, 
and prominent among them that peculiar sound which Lilly 
had made liis own. I t  was unmistakable, and I sat listening 
to it until I  grow tired, and fell asleep again wondering 
w hat could possibly have brought tha t sound, so long absent, 
there and then, in a house I  had never before entered, and at 
the dead of night. I t  mingled w ith my dreams all night 
through, but in tho morning it was gone, and I  thought no 
more of it. - ■

A fter breakfast my friend shewed me round liis garden, 
and pointed out to me what a curious old house it was that 
Jie occupied. “ I t  has its history, too,” he said, “ it was onco 
occupied for some years by a man whose name you may 
know—John Lilly !”

There was the secret, then. I  had by going to the old 
house iu some way touched a chord of memory that brought 
that spirit again into rapport with me, and liad caused him 
to break the silence of years. I  pondered deeply over tho 
occurrence, and was disposed to think th a t I  m ight have 
heard of him in connection with the place, either from his 
own communications or from some book in which I  had 
sought for their verification. I took pains to turn  out the 
records iu which I  have preserved a detailed account of his 
words and my verification of them. B ut I  found no mention 
whatever of his connection with the place then inhabited 
by my friend. Other things were stated, but not that lie 
had ever lived there. Nor was there in the book which I 
had consulted any mention of that special fact. I  am quite 
clear that I  went to his house totally ignorant of any con­
nection of his with it, and tha t tha t conncction had never 
been brought to my notice at any antecedent period.

Now, there is here interesting m aterial for speculation.
I. Was that spirit, the individual John Lilly (as I have chosen 
to call him) who had lived in th a t house ? W hat maintained 
the connection between him and it?  And why did the fact 
of my sleeping in a bedroom which had been his incite him 
to disturb my repose by a noise wliich I  should naturally 
associate with his name ? Assuming that there was a good 
reason for his first coming to mo (as I  believe there was) 
why, having lapsed into silence, did my going to his house 
cause |him to break that silence ? Had lie been present all 
through those years, and mado 1 10  sign of late, because of the 
reasons that have kept others silent—reasons good and 
sufficient—and was he now at last moved to call my notice 
once again ? Then why not speak or make some communi­
cation ? Was he unable to do more ? or was it not permitted 
to him ?

2. If this was but the external shell of the real John 
Lilly, am I  to conclude th a t his memory—or tlie memory of 
his external principles—was stirred to activity by my visit ? 
How then ? for tha t was not tho link th a t bound him to me, 
nor was it in any way connected with his coming to me at all. 
Was it  a mere accident ? and would the same manifestations 
of his presence have taken place anywhere else where I might 
chance to be ? I  cannot say this is impossible, nor even very 
improbable : but it is rendered unlikely by the repeated cases 
of connection between special places and special spirits that 
I and others have frequently observed. This connection has, 
indeed, been extremely noteworthy in my experience. Aud 
since many and many a dccade has now elapsed since John 
Lilly left this earth aud hundreds and hundreds of decades 
since some others wlio have visited me, what am I  to 
conclude as to the gradual—the very gradual—extinction to 
which these shells are being subjected ?

3. If a personating spirit has been posturing as John Lilly 
all through these years, what a very remarkable power of 
acting, and what a very complete knowledge ot' liis part that 
spirit must have ! The actor blacked from head to foot, tho 
better to personate Othello, is not to be compared to this 
thorough-going relic of what was once a man ! W hat must 
he have been when complete !

Theso and various other questions tha t arise will receive 
different answers from minds of different complexions. 
Probably no answer tha t can be given in our present state of 
ignorance will be so satisfactory as to command general 
acceptance. B ut to one who has had such experience as I 
have had of similar occurrences tho explanation of the 
Spiritualist will seem, I  haye no doubt, the moat satisfactory,

and the least open to objection. The moro subtle Eastern 
philosopher will apply tha t explanation which he derives, not 
from his experience (for he shrinks from actuaf m iddling 
with those whom he regards as wandering shades to bp 
sedulously avoided), but from his philosophical speculations, 
or from what he has taught himself to accept as tho knowledge 
of those who can give him authoritative information. I  do 
not presume, here and now, to say anything on the grounds 
of that belief which I  find myself:—possibly from insufficient 
means of information—unable to share. But I  ask permission 
to point out that cases of fclie kind J have narrated, though 
they do not occur in tho East, do occur here in the W est. 
Tho Eastern Philosophy, when it does not pooh-pooh them, 
makes w hat is to me and to most of those who have actual 
experience, a quite insufficient explanation of them. Any 
true philosophy must take account of them ; and I  am not 
rash enough to assert th a t that Theosophy which is expound­
ed by minds so able has not its explanation at band. But 
no merely academic disquisition on what philosophy pro­
pounds as theoretically probable, or even as demonstrable on 
high metaphysical principles, can get rid of even one assured 
fact, however inexplicable may be its raison d'etre.

In  so writing I am desirous only of making one more 
contribution to the study of a perplexing subject. W hile I 
havo my own opinion, I  am far from desiring to obtrude it, 
and I  trust that I can give impartial heed to tho opinions of 
others.

[ E d i t o r ’ s N o t e s  o n  t h e  s a m e .]

Of all the Spiritualists, “ M. A. (Oxon).” is the last to whose 
argum ents wo would like to take exception, or whose ideap 
we would try  to combat, for he is a friend long and highly 
esteemed. Yet wo m ust perforce join issues with him, sinco 
we have the strongest conviction [we avoid saying knowledge 
lest we should be called dogmatic] that on some ppints he is 
as thoroughly mistaken as any ordinary mortal unblessed with 
his rem arkable power of discrimination. Besides our own 
personal regard for him, there never was a believer entitled 
to more serious and considerate hearing than the author of 
“ Psyehograpliy,” “ Spirit Identity ,” and other like most ex­
cellent works upon psychology. The task becomes the moro 
difficult when 0 110  is reminded of the fact that “ M. A. (Oxon),” 
is not a writer merely advocating spiritualistic hypothesis 
upon second-hand evidence; nor some enthusiastic supporter 
of promiscuous “ spirit visitors ” and new phenomena, but tho 
earnest recorder and careful annotator of his own personal 
dealings with so-callcd “ Spirits,” over a series of many years.

B ut wo become braver when we think that, without having 
the presumption of claiming equal clearness of stylo or his 
remarkable ability in the laying out of that, which to him is 
direct bu t to tho public still •presumptive evidence, we also 
argue from personal experience ; and that unlike the theory 
he has wedded himself to, our doctrino is backed by tho 
teachings of all tho philosophies of old, and moreover by tho 
collective experience of men who have dovoted their lives tp 
study tho occult side of nature. Thus, our. testimony may 
also have some weight, a t any rate,—with unbiassed minds. 
And wc say, that in the eyes of the latter, our theory in ap­
plicability to our facts, will—at least with regard to the “ John 
Lilly ” case,—appear far more reasonable, and will clash less 
with probability tliai^ would tho acceptance of tho common 
spiritualistic theory.

To begin with, we aro constrained to point out that “ M. A. 
(Oxon’s)” chief argum ent with regard to theosophy, is not 
only palpably incorrect but extremely unfair in one sense. 
He tellsus tha t “ we (the spiritualists P) have a right to apply 
to our investigations the ordinary scientific method, which is 
not to theorise and then gather facts to support tho bubble wo 
have blown, but to amass facts with laborious persistence 
until it is possible to generalize from them, w ith some show 
of fairness.” We remind him in reply th a t the spiritualistic 
theory of the return of the departed spirits is as old as tho first 
knocks a t Rochester, i. e., thirty-five years, and that if any one 
is to stand accused of having bloivn a bubble before there wero 
facts enough to hang upon them one single straw, it is not 
the Theosophists but precisely tho Spiritualists. We aro quito 
aware that it is not “ M. A. (Oxoii)” who was tho first to 
give a, name to the agency behind the facts ; but liojyever un­
willing to accept the a prior theory—and in the case of tho 
spiritualists “ a rigid dogma which is to be binding on us aa 
a m atter of faith” from first to last indeed—lie seems to 
have accepted it, nevertheless, and now maintains and



defends from the slightest approach of any dissenting doc­
trine. If we are told that lie does so on very good grounds, 
having found no (theosophical occult) theory tha t was not at 
open variance with some ascertained facts,” or “ tha t did not 
break down when tested”—wo answer th a t if such is lus ex­
perience, o u rs  is quite the reverse. Besides, it is rather dif­
ficult to.conceive how a theory can bo proved an axiomatic 
tru th  so long as only such facts as answer our purpose aro 
applied to it. “ M. A. (Oxon)” was never an occultist, and 
kuows yet nothing of the means used to test the various sets 
of phenomena—and the “ spirits” themselves for the m atter 
of that. W hereas there is hardly a theosophist th a t lias 
now turned an occultist but was a spiritualist before, and 
some of them as ardent and as uncompromising as “ M. A. 
(Oxon)” .himself. Colonel H. S. Olcott was one for about 
a quarter of a century ; and the w riter of this, who along 
with all her family was bred and brought up in the belief of 
returning “ souls” (the great orthodox church inclining to 
class all of these with evil or “ damned” souls—making no 
difference in tho theory) was even until some th irty  yea,rs or- 
so back far moro inclined—occult doctrines notwithstanding— 
toward the spiritualistic then the occultistic views. We 
were a t one time as ardent a spiritualist as any. No one 
clung more tenaciously, may more desperately, to the last 
straw of that hopeful and happy illusion, which promises 
the bliss of eternal p e rso n a l  re-union with all those nearest 
and dearest that one has lost—than did we. One year in 
America during one of our visits to th a t country, 
and a terrible p e rso n a l  ordeal, killed th a t vain hopo 
and sottled our  knowledge for ever. I t  needed tlie death of 
two porsons—tho most dearly beloved relatives—to bury for 
ever tho sweet delusive dream. Wc have learned by experi­
ence since to put implicit faith in our teachers ; to discern 
between objective sh e lls ,men tha t wero— and subject ivc genuine 
spirits ; between elementaries (victims of accident, and sui­
cides) and clemontals,—men tha t will be. And we think we 
havo now learned even the difference between tlie “ Brothers 
of the Light,” to use the graphic Eastern expression, and tho 
“ Brothers of the Shadow”—both in the supra and sub- 
mundane spheres, as well as to recognise between the two 
classes of the same name on our earthly plane. There are 
Spirits and Spirits ; H igh Planetary Spirits (Dhyan Cholians) 
who have been human beings millions of ages since and 
upon other besides our own planet, and there are the m a y a v ic  
appearances of these, projected upon the intra-psychic screen 
of our mediumistie hence confused, perceptions. There are 
seers and there are mediums, as there are great men of 
seienco and willing and sincere, but ignorant tyros. And it is 
unfair in “ M. A. (Oxon)” to represent the theosophists as 
prescribing “ rigid dogmas ” and blind faith, especially when 
a few lines higher he invalidates his accusation by putting 
in the mouths of his opponents, addressing the spiritualists, 
tha t which represents the correct attitude of the former :— 
“ I t is extremely unlikely tha t you are righ t in your supposi­
tions. I t  is not im p o ss ib le ,  indeed, but very, unlikely “ Ac. 
Ac.”—wo are made to say,—words conveying the very op­
posite of dogmatism.

B ut we must be now permitted to analyze the cited case ; 
to see w hether “ John Lilly” could not have performed all 
that is claimed for him while his m o n a d  was in the Deva- 
chanic or other states—from which th ere  is  no co m in g  back on  
ea rth , in our views, which indeed we force on no one who 
prefers his own theory. W hy could not his sh e ll,  which, 
notwithstanding Mr. Morse’s very witty definition (though wit 
is surely no proof) that it is “ something tha t walks about with 
nothing inside it” have had all it had on earth to make up its 
seeming personality, i. e., its illusive ego, with its grosser 
personal consciousness, and memory, refreshed and reanimated 
into momentary activity a t every contact with a living 

-.medium’s brain molecules ?* W hy could not that “ shell,”
: We ask, and though “ many and many a decade has now 
elapsed since John Lilly left this earth ,” have communicated 
for years (with “ M. A. (Oxon) ” though chiefly through the 
table.” ? Spiritualists who lay such astress upon, and point with 
such a trium ph to the Bible when corroborating with its stories 
of angels and apparitions, the claimed materialization of spirits 
ought not to lose sight of, and conveniently forget when 
speaking of “ empty shells,” the “ Repliaim” of tho Jews—

* T h e  m e d iu m  o f te n  n e e d  n o t  k n o w  a n y t h i n g  o r  h a v o  e v e n  h e a r d  th o  
n a m e  o f  h i s  “  S p i r i t ”  v i s i t o r .  H i s  b r a i n  in  t h i s  c a e e  p la y s  s im p ly  th o  
p a r t  o f  a  g a lv a r t i c  b a t t e r y  u p o n  a  d y in g  o r  e v e n  d e a d  m n n ’e b o d y .— E d ,

which people their Sheol or Hades, Is not the literal mean­
ing of “ liephaim ” p i th le s s  or “ empty” sh a d es, and is not 
the Sheol our Kamaloka ?

Nor does this fact clash with our  theory, while it does 
clash with th a t of the spiritualists. Besides it being far 
more likely th a t a real, genuine disembodied spirit would 
have avoided communicating “ through a table,” when he 
had at his disposal a fine medium’s clairvoyance and spiritual 
consciousness, how is it that the familiar sound of his presence 
“ died out” g r a d u a l ly  and not abruptly, as m ight be the 
case with a “ spirit” who had a real mission to perform, 
who “ meant business,” and went away honestly and openly 
after having performed it ? Does not this g ra d u a l d y in g  out 
of tho alleged presence dovetail perfectly with our theory of 
the gradual f a d in g  out of the shell ? Why should an everlast­
ing semi-material, quite conscious  entity use such eccentric 
ways ? And why, since “ John Lilly” was an old friend, and 
meant—if there was any one there to mean anything—to recall 
himself to the memory of “ M. A. (Oxon)” why did he not 
speak, or “ rap out,” honestly and say what he wanted, 
instead of keeping our friend semi-awake and re p e a te d ly  d is ­
tu rb in g  h is  s leep  by  ra p s  a n d  no ises  at the risk of giving him 
a bad head-ache ? “ Was he unable to do more ? or was it
not perm itted to him?” asks the writer. “ Perm itted!” and by 
when or what, we wonder ? As well expect tha t the poisonous 
particles tha t one is liable to catch in a room where a small­
pox patient died, tha t they should tell the name of him in 
whom they were generated or explain their business. “ John 
Lilly” had impregnated with his emanations tho room for 
years, and a p o r tio n  at any rate of the personal consciousness 
of a disembodid and even of a l iv in g  being lingers and will 
linger for hundreds of decades on tho spot he identified 
himself with, a good proof of its being found in many instances 
that could be cited. In  the apparition, for instance, for years 
of the astral simulacrum of a titled lunatic in a room in 
which he had been confined for nine years. Occasional wild 
cries were heard in it—the servants recognizing the familiar 
cry and the doctor testifying to it. under oath at the inquest 
made in this case by the police in one of the capital cities of 
Southern Russia. Whose simalacrum was it, and whose voice ? 
Of tlie lunatic ? B ut the man had recovered and was a t that 
time living again with his family at Penza, the universal 
theory becoming, of course under the handling of good Chris­
tians and clergy th a t it  was the unholy tricks of the Evil 
One. Moreover the ex-patient who had heard of the terrific 
news of his own bodily appearance in the room where he had 
raved for so many years, insisted upon returning to the spot 
and exposing the f r a u d  of his enemies— as he called it. Tra- 
yelling there, under protest of liis family and doctor, he 
arrived, determined tha t he should pass the night in his 
ancient room, and perm itting with great difficulty that 
his friend the said doctor should remain to keep him com­
pany. R e su lt:— his own double was seen by himself and 
doctor, the cries were heard louder than over, and when 
at dawn the room was entered by the physician of the asylum 
and inmates, M. C. * * was found once more a raving lunatic, 
and liis friend in a deadly swoon. The case was officially 
authenticated at the time and m ight be found in the police 
records if searched, for as it happened between 1840 and 1850.

Now let us suppose th a t instead of recovering and leaving 
the asylum, the man had died thore. Who of the spiritualists 
would ever doubt but th a t was his “ spirit” howling and his

M ayavirupa ” in p r o p r ia  p e rso n a  there ? I t  is on a number 
of such instances, and our own personal experiences during 
over forty years—ten of which were passed in a state very 
like, if not entirely, th a t of mediumship, until by a 
supreme effort of will and with the help of initiated friends, 
we got rid of it th a t we speak so confidently. Yet our 
experience is our own, and we would no more ask any one 
to believe us on our word, than we would stake the faith of 
our whole life on th a t of another person. There was no 
“ personating spirit, posturing as Johu Lilly.” But there 
probably was the elementary shell of John Lilly,fading,perhaps 
on the eve of being entirely faded out, yet capable of being 
once more galvanized into producing audible sounds by tho 
presence of one on whose organism it had been living for 
several years. W hen this organism came, once more in con­
tact with the re liq u io e  it proved like a galvanic shock to a dead 
corpsc.

Nor is it righ t to say th a t “ the more subtle Eastern philoso­
pher will apply the explanation which he derives, not from his 
experience (for he shrinks from actual meddling with those 
whom he regards os wandering shades.) . . . but from his



philosophical speculations for the “ Eastern philosopher” 
docs nothing of the kind. I t  is but the incipient “ philoso­
pher,” the as yet uninitiated student who is forbidden to 
meddle with w andering shades, a meddling which, to him, is 
full of danger. The real philosopher studies the various 
natures o£ these invisible agencies in the full possession of 
his physical consciousness and senses, as much th o u g h  n o t a s  
w e l l  as in the still fuller consciousness of his s p i r i t u a l  senses, 
when he paralyzes his body, with its deceptive suggestions, 
and puts it out of its power to impede the clearness of his 
spiritual sight. “ And cases of the kind” (narrated by M. A.
(Oxon) .......do “ occur in the East” as much as, and more,
perhaps, than in the West. B ut were it  even so, tho 
Christian kabalists have believed in, and given out the very 
same doctrine on s h e l l s  as we do now. If our friends will 
refer to “ The I I I  Book of Occult Phislosophy” by Cornelius 
Agrippa, they will find him propounding just the very same 
tenets. In  the chapter “ W hat concerning man after death ; 
diverse opinions,” we find the following, given very fully 
and explicilty in Agrippa’s original manuscripts, and very 
cursorily by his translator, Henry Morlcy. Leaving out 
what Trithemius, Henry K unrath, Paracelsus and other 
great Occultists, may have said on the subject, we will quote 
a few lines from the translation in question made by a 
sceptic :—“ Perceptions of the tru th  exist in the opinions of 
the ancients . . . .  yet do the kabalists refuse the Doctrine 
of Pythagoras * tha t souls which have become bestial 
take bestial forms they say ; ou the contrary, tha t they re­
turn  to earth in human fram es.. . .Sometimes the souls of 
tho wicked reanimate their polluted corpses.. . .But when the 
body returns earth to earth, the spirit returns to God. . . .a n d  
t h i s  s p i r i t  i s  th e  m i n d  (the monad, the B u d d h i )  t l ie  p u r e  
I n te l l ig e n c e  th a t  w a s  in c a p a b le  o f  s in  w h i le  i n  th e  f l e s h ,  how­
ever sinned against by p a s s io n s  o f  th e  so u l, and gross delu­
sions of the body. Then if the soul [ p e r s o n a l  E g o ,  the M a n a s ')  
has lived justly i t  a c c o m p a n ie s  th e  m in d ,  a n d  s o u l  a n d  m in d  
to g e th e r  w o r k  i n  th e  w o r ld  o f  th e  r ig h te o u s  . . . .But th e  s o u ls  
th a t  h a v e  d o n e  e v i l ,  p a r te d  a f t e r  d e a th  f r o m  th e  m in d ,  w o n d e r  
w i th o u t  in te l l ig e n c e  (our shells) subject to all the wild dis­
tresses of unregulated passion, and by the affinity they have 
acquired for the grossness of corporeal matter, assimilate 
themselves and condense as in a fog, material particles, (ma­
terialise ?) through which they become sensible again of bodily 
pain and discomfort. . . .souls after death (separated from 
tlieir spiritual E g o ,  if you please) r e m e m b e r  th e  p a s t ,  and 
retain according to their nature more or less of attraction 
towards the bodies they inhabited, o r o th e r  f l e s h  a n d  b lood  
(the mediums, evidently). This is most true of souls whose 
bodies are miburied or were subject to violence (the suicides 
and victims to accident; See F r a g m e n ts  o f  O c c u lt  T r u t h )  ; . . . . 
there are two kinds of necromancy—n e c y o m a n tia ,  when a 
corpse is animated ; s c y o m a n tia ,  when only a s h a d e  is sum­
moned. But for the reunion of souls with bodies occult 
knowledge is required.” . . . Again in next chapter : “ Now the 
mind only is, by nature, divine, eternal ; the reason is airy, 
durable ; the idolum, more corporeal, left to itself, perishes.” 
Which means as plain as it can mean that the “ mind” 
here standing for the 6th and 7th principles, A tm a n  and 
B u d d h i ,  or “ Spirit and Spiritual soul” or Intelligence, “ rea­
son” stands for that spiritual esscnee the portion of the p e r ­
s o n a l  co n sc io u sn e ss , or “ soul th a t accompanies the mind”
( M a n a s  following B u d d h i  to Devachan). W hat Agrippa calls 
the “ idolum” (the e id o lo n )  we call the astral shell, or the 
" Elementary.”

The above quotations, though strengthening our claims 
will of course have no effect upon the spiritualists, and are 
penned for the sole benefit of our Theosophists. Wc invite 
moreover, their attention to the article directly, following—• 
“ Spirit Idendity and Recent Speculations,” in the same num­
ber of L i g h t  (April 28th 1883)—“ A H aunted House” by J. C. 
A  charming, simple, unpretentiously told story, bearing every 
mark of sincerity and genuineness upon its facc. W hat do 
we find in it ? a loving wife, a mother losing her husband iu 
a house that was haunted before they had comc to live in it. 
Loud noises and crashes without any cause for them. Foot­
steps produced by invisible feet upon the stairs, and myste­
rious voices, words proceeding from ghostly lips. The husband 
—apparently a good and loving husband—is a passionate lover 
of music. He dies. In  the n ight following- liis death, the piano 
begins softly playing. “ I recognized the music—it was the

* Which was never  p roperly  understood, for  i t  was Ml allegorical  
Leaching like th a t  of tho B rah m an iea l  books,

last piece my husband had composed impromptu” writes the 
widow. Well and good. The kabalists reeognizo the possi­
bility of this, and give explanations for it. But that which 
conies next, is not of so easy a solution on the spiritual the­
ory, unless we are asked to believe that good men, loviiig 
fathers, and tender husbands become heartless friends and 
malicious spooks after their death.

In  the words of the narrator, the relations were surprised 
at the widow’s cheerfulness. They “ attributed it to want of 
natural feeling, little thinking how full of gladness I  was to 
k n o w  tha t there was a great hereafter, for his, new-born 
radiant spirit.” Now whence that knowledge and what wero 
the undeniable p r o o fs  of that “ grand hereafter?”

F irst—“ a knock” after the funeral. But there had beeu 
such knocks before in the house ! The children heard often 
“ papa speak to them.” The children will always hear and 
see, what their seniors will tell them t h e y  hear and 
see. The eldest boy was put to sleep in the room where his 
parent had died without however knowing it. “ In  the night” 
writes the widow, “ the boy frightened as all by a terrible 
scream. They all found him sitting up in bed, pale with fright. . 
Some one had touched him on his shoulder and awoke him.” 
Next night the same thing, “ some one touched him again.” 
Third night the same in another room ; “ two or three 
times he aroused the whole school, and when he was on a 
visit during the holidays he also cried out in tho night .” A 
friend oil a visit “ felt her bed-clothes pulled. The noises at 
last affected her nervous system, and she left. . . without any 
stated reason. Soon after the servant was taken ill” owino- 
to the ghostly visits and misbehaviour and—“ had to be sent 
away.” So much in the experience of a boy whom his loving 
father’s s p i r i t  frightened nightly into fits, at the risk of 
making an epileptic or an adiot of his son for the natural term 
of his life. So much for the friends, servants and visitors of his 
loving widow. Then one n igh t...bu t we will let the bereaved 
wife till her own tale. “ After the little ones were all asleep, in 
the happy rest of infancy, I wandered over the house, peering 
cautiously into every nook, half expecting to see a robber 
concealcd ready to pounce out on inc. I was about to retiru 
for the night, when I remembered that I had not looked iu 
my deceased husband’s study. 1 lighted a candle, and taking 
the latch-key I went in. All was q u ie t; but suddenly a breczo 
seemed to sweep round the chamber, blew out my light, and 
shut the door ! I stood for moment numbed with te r ro r ; 
I felt my hair stand on end ;thc dampness of fear bathed my 
forehead. I  could not cry out, all power seemed gone, and 
a throng of ghastly fancies tilled my brain ; reason itself 
seemed to desert me. I fell on my knees aud asked tho 
“ Father of Spirit ” to set me free. I then made for the 
door, felt the lock, and in a moment was outside. I t 
shut with a bang !

“ I ran down to where my children were, and locking my­
self in lay down in my clothes. All was quiet for a time, 
when I heard a noise like the sound of a gong strike against 
the window bars ; then a rumbling, accompanied by knocks 
and voices. My little boy awake and said “ W hat is that 
noise ? ” I told him not to mind but go to sleep, which he
soon did. I then heard my husband’s voice call niy eldest
child by name and tell her to go to the railway station.
Then he said to me, “ Comc up here.” I answered him, and
said “ I cannot, I wish to live for my children’s sake.” Thu 
doors all over the house slammed, and footsteps passed up 
and down stairs, continuing till day break.”

Now we ask in the name of logic and reason whether thia 
behaviour night after night, is more compatible with tha t 
of the human and presumably good spirit of a husband and 
father, or with that of a half crazy s h e l l ! what sophistry 
is required to excuse it in the former, and how natural tho 
why’s of the phenomenal manifestations if the occult theory 
be accepted ! The shell has no more to do w i t h  t h e  liber­
ated m o n a d  of the good and pure man then would the shadow 
of a man with the la tte r’s body, could it be suddenly endowed 
with speech and the faculty of repeating what it finds in 
the people’s brain.

“ M. A. Oxon” closes, as seen above in liis article, with 
the assurance tha t in writing as he does he is only desirous 
ofmaking one more contribution to the study of a perplexing 
subject. “ He is far from desiring to obtrude his opinion.” 
Yet, and at the same he devotes three and half columns to 
proving th a t theosophie teachings are “ bubbles ” based 
upon air, probably only because o u r  facts, do not square with 
h is  facts. We can assure our kind friend that the occultists aro 
far leas desirous than he cau ever be of obtruding their opi­

C



nion upon unw illing minds, or of criticizing those of other 
people. But where their theories are attacked, they answer 
and can give as good facts as he can himself. Occult philo­
sophy rests upon the accumulated psychic facts of thousands 
of years. Spiritualism is but thirty-five years old, and has 
not as yet produced one recognized non-meduimistic adept.

f e f f e r s  fcr %  d e b ito r .

“ N O  R E V E L A T IO N  IN F A L L IB L E .”
M y friend  M r. Jiw an Dass in the  A ry a  for .June finds 

fault w ith m y artic le  en titled  “ No R evelation  infallib le.”
Of me personally  lie speaks in the  k indest te rm s—in 

term s far h ig h er, indeed, than I could ere?’ liope to m erit, 
bu t he condem ns my argum ents.

H e condem ns them , bu t he does not, it seems to  me, 
even attem pt to controvert them . H e and  I  are both  
equally desirous of g e ttin g  a t for ourselves and keeping 
o thers to arrive a t the tru th . N o single question affect­
ing  R eligion can be more im portan t th an  the  one raised  
in my paper, and  if my views in reg a rd  to  it are w rong, 
no g rea te r  servico can be rendered to any of us than  the 
p roving  th is  and  at the same tim e show ing us w hat is 
r ig h t.

W ill M r. -Jiwan Dass k iudly , calm ly discuss the sub­
je c t— take my argum ents, step  by step , fa irly  to pieces, 
con trovert any erroneous argum ents and  correct any 
e rro rs and  thus show us how and w herein we are  w rong ?

Surely here  is a nodus vindice dignus, which even the 
Sw am iji m igh t deign to sever for ns. U n til he or some 
of his followers do th is ;  un til they  disprove our supposed 
facts, expose our fallacies (if they  be such) and m eet 
argum ent fa irly  by argum en t, it is im possible for us to 
adm it th a t they  have e ith er a logical or rational s tan d ­
point— aud w ithout this how can they  hope to  convince 
o thers ?

They may personally, like the earnest and  sincere 
votaries of every creed, possess a deep-seated  sentim ental 
conviction of the  tru th  of w hat they  profess, b u t until 
1hey can show th a t th is conviction is based upon facts 
und reason, they  cannot expect o thers t,o share th e ir  
faith or sym pathize when they  denounce as “ im m oral,” 
views th a t they  e ither cannot or will not disprove.

Y ours obediently ,
A . 0 .  H U M E .

FR O M  T H E O S O P H Y  TO S H A K E S P E A R E .

[W e have received a very interesting letter fro m  M r. H enry
G. Atkinson,-now in Boulogne, France. /Is this excellent 
and most esteemed gentleman seems to labour under 
certain erroneous imjiression/s w ith  regard to Theosophy 
and its promoters, he w ill pardon us if, in  publishing  
his rem arks tve explain to him his m istakes.— Ed.]  
I  forw arded the  (M arch) Theosophist to Professor 

Tyndall as requested . . . I  have shown your rem arks in 
the Journal to several persons, and  we all feel surprised 
th a t you should no t have accepted the P rofessor’s obser­
vation as a com plim ent,* lie not considering  the  article 
(o be exactly  in your special line of enquiries, as showing

* A s  f o u n d  in  M r. A tk in s o n ’s l e t t e r ,  to  t h e  P h i lo s o p h ic  I n q u i r e r ,  th o  
w o r d s  q u o te d  b y  h im  f r o m  P r o f e s s o r  T y n d a l l ’s  n o te  w i th  r e g a r d  to  
t h e  T h c o s o p h i s t s  d id  n o t  s o « n d  “ c o m p l im e n ta r y ”  in  t h o  l e a s t .  I f ,  
h o w e v e r ,  n o  o f fe n s iv e  m e a n in g  w a s  im p l ie d  in  th o  w o r d s  "  to o  s t i f f ,”  t h e  
T h e o s o p h i s t s  h a v e  b a t  to  a p o lo g iz e  f o r  t h e i r  o b tn s e n e s s ,  a n d — to  f e e l  
d e l i g h t e d  o f  c o u r s e ,  to  h a v e  b e e n  n o t i c c d  a t  a l l  b y  t h i s  g r e a t  m a n  o f  
s c ie n c e .  T h e y  h a v e  a n  e x c u s e ,  h o w e v e r ,  f o r  a n y  e x c e s s  o f  s e n s i t i v e n e s s ,  
in  t l i e  r e c o l le c t io n  o f  a  c e r t a in  o t h e r  a n d  s u p e r l a t i v e l y  p n n g e n t  r e m a r k  
m a d e  b y  P r o f e s s o r  T y n d a l l ,  a  f e w  y e a r s  a g o ,  in  h i s  B e l f a s t  a d d r e s s ,  i f  
w c  r e m e m b e r  r i g h t l y .  A n  u n g e n e ro u s  a d j e c t i v e  w h ic h  w e  m a y  n o t  
r e p e a t ,  w a s  a d d e d  t o  a n d  f lu n g  b y  h im , in  t h e  f a c e  o f  s p i r i t u a l i s m  in  t h a t  
fa m o u s  a d d r e s s .  T h u s  t h e  T h e o s o p h i s t s  w h o 'a r e  a l m o s t  o s  h e t e r o d o x  a s  
t h e  S p i r i t u a l i s t s ,  a n d  in c lu d in g  in  t h e i r  r a n k s  a  n n m b e r  o f  v e r y  w e ll  
k n o w n  p e r s o n s  o f  t h a t  f a i t h  h a d  a  c e r t a i n  r i g h t  t o  f e a r  t h e y  m i g h t  b e  
c o m p l im e n te d  in  t h o  s a m e  w a y .  W e r e  P r o f e s s o r  T y n d a l l  a  s im p le  
m o r t a l ,  n o  o n e  w o u ld  t a k e  g r e a t  n o t ic e  o f  h i s  w o r d s .  B e in g ,  w h a t  h e  
is, h o w o v e r , o n e  o f  t h e  g r e a t e s t ,  i f  n o t  t h e  g r e a t e s t  m a n  o f  s c ie n c e  in  
K n ro p e , w h a te v e r  h o  s a y s  a b o u t  n s  i s  o f  t h e  h i g h e s t  c o n s e q u e n c e  t o  t h e  
T h e o s o p h is t s  w h o  h o ld  t r u e  s c ie n c e  a b o v e  a l l  i n  t h i s  w o r ld  o f  e r r o r — E d

your freedom  and  b read th  of view. W hy  there  should 
be any m ystery  in respect to m em bership and the deeds 
and  doings of your m em bers, I  cannot conceive ; it 
rem inds one of P y th ag o ra s  and his secret cave,* and 
why you should consider m esm erism  to be an occult and 
secret science is beyond my com prehension.?- Can anyone 
science be m ore occult or secret than  ano ther ?J I  have 
been m uch engaged  w ith mesmerism or anim al m agne­
tism  ; bu t it never occurred to me th a t th e re  was any  
th in g  p articu larly  occult or secret about it. Those w ords 
would no t a t any ra te  equally apply to any science, from 
astronom y to chem istry  and electricity , &c. O ur object 
should be to reduce “ w onders” to plain th ings, no t to 
inflate plain th in g s into wonders.If Of course, there  is 
in one sense m ystery  a ttached  to all n a tu ra l actiou , and 
from  the  atom s to the  sun shining, and from  the sub­
stance in m otion to its fee ling , th in k in g  and  app rehend­
ing  ; and the idea of an o th er person— called the soul— 
w ithin the person visible, does not explain any th in g  
more than  th a t the  m em ory and  sense of id en tity  is p e r­
petually  tran sfe rred  by an  anim al m agnetic rule to the 
new m atte r w ith bo th  m an, beast, b ird  or fish. B ut thero  
is no th ing  m ore occult or secret about th a t than  
about g rav ita tio n , w hat N ew ton would not a ttem p t to 
account for, the rule being  all to be known or conceived 
of it. P rofessor B lackie in his h istory  of m aterialism  or 
atheism  pronouncing  ag a in s t Professor T yndall and m y­
self says, if all phenom ena w hatsoever, w ith Bacon, is to 
be re ferred  to  m a tte r  as the  common source of all, and as 
old Tim on of A th en s in the p lay— begins his famous 
u tte rance  w ith ‘ common m other th ou ,’ w hilst he d igs— 
then  T yndall is r ig h t, he says, to fix a new definition to 
m a tte r and it is th is. “ I f  these sta tem en ts s ta rtle , it is 
because m a tte r has been defined and m aligned by philo­
sophers and  theologians who were equally unaw are th a t 
it is a t bo ttom , essen tia lly  m ystical and  transcenden tal.” ||

* W c  c a n  f i s s u r e  o u r  e s t e e m e d  c o r r e s p o n d e n t  t h a t  h e  is  q u i t e  m is* 
t a k e n .  T h e r e  is  n o  “  m y s t e r y ”  in  e i t h e r  t h e  m e m b e r s h ip  o r  “  t h e  d e e d s  
a n d  d o in g s ”  o f  o n r  m e m b e r s  a s  T h e o s o p h i s t s .  W i th  t h e  e x c e p t io n  o f  
c e r t a i n  s im p le  p a s s - w o r d s ,  e t c . ,  g iv e n  a t  t h e  t im e  w h e n  a  c a n d id a t e  f o r  
f e l lo w s h ip  is  r e c e iv e d  in t o  t h o  S o c ic ty ,  a n d  a  n e c e s s a r y  c o n v e n ie n c e  in  
s o  p o ly g l o t  a n  a s s o c ia t io n  a s  o u r s ,  t h e r e  is  n o th i n g  s e c r e t  in  i t ,  w h a ts o ­
e v e r ,  a n d  i f  t h e  p a s s  w o r d s  a n d  g r ip  a r e  n o t  d iv u lg e d  to  t h e  g e n e r a l  
p u b lic ,  i t  is  s im p ly  to  p r o t e c t  o u r  m e m b e r s  f r o m  b e in g  im p o s e d  n p o n  b y  
s o m e  u n p r in c ip l e d  t r a v e l l i n g  o u t s id e r s ,  w h o  m i g h t  o th e r w i s e  c la im  
h e lp  f ro m , a n d  a b u s e  t h e  c o n f id e n c e  o f, t h e  ‘‘ u n iv e r s a l  B r o t h e r ­
h o o d ”  n n d e r  a  p l e a  o f  F e l lo w s h ip .  T h e r e  i s  a  s m a l l  f r a c t i o n  in  t h e  
S o c ie ty  o f  th o s e  w h o  s tc id y  th o  o c c u l t  s c ie n c e s — a n d  w h o s e  n u m ­
b e r  h a r d l y  a m o u n t s  t o  |  p e r  c e n t  o f  th o  w h o le  g r o u p  o f  F e llo w s*  T h e s e  
c e r t a i n l y  h a v e  t h e i r  s e c r e t s  a n d  w ill  n o t  g iv e  th e m  o u t .  B n t  i t  is* 
u n f a i r  to  v i s i t  th o  s in  ( i f  s in  i t  is )  o f  t h e  v e r y  f e w  u p o n  th o  w h o le  S o c ic ty  
w h ic h  in  I n d i a  a n d  C e y lo n  a lo n e  h a s  a l r e a d y  6 7  B r a n c h  S o c ie tie s*  
a n d  m o s t  o f  w h o s e  F e l lo w s  n e v e r  g a v e  a  t h o u g h t  e v e n  to  m e s m e r i s m —  
l e t  a lo n e  th e  s e c r e t  s c ic n c c s .— E d .

f  A g a in  M r . A tk in s o n  l a b o u r s  u n d e r  a n  e r r o n e o u s  im p r e s s io n .  N o  o n e  
in  o n r  S o c ie ty  c o n s id e r s  “ m e s m e r i s m  p e r  se  a n  o c c u l t  a n d  se c re t , 
s c ie n c e ,”  t h o u g h  i t  is  a n  i m p o r t a n t  f a c t o r  in  o c c u l t i s m  ; l e a s t  o f  a l l  h a s  
o u r  r r e s i d e n t - F o u n d e r  t r e a t e d  i t  a s  a  m y s t e r y ,  f o r ,  a s  o u r  c o r r e s p o n ­
d e n t  m a y  s e e  f o r  h im s e l f  in  t h e  S u p p le m e n t s  o f  o u r  j o u r n a l  f o r  M a rc h ,  
A p r i l ,  M a y , J u n e ,  a n d  J u l y ,  w h i le  h e a l in g  t l ic  s ic k  o n  h is  t o u r  in  t.he 
B e n g a l  P r e s id e n c y .  C o l. O lc o t t  m a d e  i t  a  p o in t  to  t e a c h  p u b l i c ly  m e s ­
m e r i s m  to  t l i e  r e s p e c t a b l e  m e d ic a l  a n d  o t h e r  m e m b e r s  o f  o n r  v a r io u s  
S o c ie t ie s ,  a n d  e v e n  i n s t r n c t e d  in  i t  q u a l if ie d  o u t s i d e r s .— E d .

J  S o m e  o f  t h e  d i s c o v e r ie s  o f  c e r t a i n  s c ic n c e s — s u c h  a s  c h e m i s t r y  a n d  
p h y s ic a l  s c ie n c e — o u g h t  to  h a v e  b e e n  k e p t  “  o c c u l t ,”  a t  a n y  r a t e .  I t  is 
v e r y  q u e s t i o n a b le  w h e t h e r  t h e  s c c r e t s  o f  g u n p o w d e r ,  n i t r o - g ly c e r i n e ,  
d y n a m i t e  a n d  t h e  l i k e ,  h a v o  m o r e  b e n e f i t t e d  t h a n  w r o n g e d  h u m a n i t y ;  
a t  le a s t  t h e y  o u g h t  t o  h a v e  b e e n  w i th h e ld  f r o m  th e  k n o w le d g e  o f  t h e  
i g n o r a n t  a n d  n n p r in c ip l e d  p o r t i o n s  o f  m a n k in d .  S u c h , a t  l e a s t ,  w a s  
th o  o p in io n  o f  F a r a d a y ,  a n d  s o m e  o t h e r  g r e a t  m e n  o f  s c ie n c e -  A n d  th i s  
m a y  e x p la in ,  p e r h a p s ,  w h y  th e  o c c u l t i s t s  u n i l  n o t  g iv e  o n t  t h e i r  e v e n  
m o r e  p e r i lo u s  s e c r c t s  p r o m i s c u o u s l y .— E d .

Q u ite  so  ; a n d  t h e r e f o r e ,  th o  l e a d e r s  o f  th o  S o c ie ty  d o  t h e i r  b e s t  t o  
u p r o o t  s u p e r s t i t i o n  a n d  p r o v e  to  t h e i r  m e m b e r s  t h a t  s in c e  s u c h  a  t h i n g  
a s  m ir a c le  i s  a n  im p o s s ib i l i t y  a n d  b e l ie f  i n  i t  a n  a b s u r d i t y ,  t h e  m o s t  
w o n d e r f u l  p h e n o m e n a ,  i f  g e n u in e , m u s t  h a v e  a  n a t u r a l  e x p la n a t io n ,  
h o w e v e r  o c c u l t  t h e  a g e n c y  b e h in d  th e m  m a y  s e e m  a t  p r e s e n t .— E d .

j| P r o f e s s o r  T y n d a l l  w a s  a n t i c i p a t e d  i n  h is  o p in io n  o n  m a t t e r  b y  
m o s t  o f  t h e  g r e a t  P l i i lo s o p e r a  o f  I n d i a .  P e r h a p s  M r. A tk in s o n  is  n o t  
a w a r e  t h a t  t h e  E a s t e r n  O c c u l t i s t s  h o ld  t h a t  t h e r e  is  b u t  o n e  e l e m e n t  in  
t l i e  u n i v e r s e — in f i n i t e ,  u n c r e a t e d  a n d  i n d e s t r u c t i b l e — m a t t e r  ; w h ic h  
e l e m e n t  m a n i f e s t s  i t s e l f  in  s e v e n  s t a t e s — f o u r  o f  w h ic h  a r e  n o w  k n o w n  
t o  m o d e r n  s c i e n c e ,  a n d  w h ic h  in c lu d e  t h e  s t a t e  o f  R a d i a n t  m a t te r  d is ­
c o v e r e d  b y  M r .  C r o o k e s ,  a n d  t h a t  t h r e e  a r e  t o  b e  y e t  d i s c o v e r e d  in  tl ie  
W e s t .  S p i r i t  i s  t h e  h i g h e s t  s t a t e  o f  t h a t  m a t t e r  t h e y  s a y ,  s in c e  t h a t  
w h ic h  is  n e i t h e r  m a t t e r  n o r  a n y  o f  i t s  a t t r i b u t e s  i s — n o t h i n g .  W e  w o u ld  
r e c o m m e n d  in  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h i s  q u e s t i o n  t h e  p e r u s a l  o f  a n  a r t ic le  
h e a d e d  “ W h a t  i s  F o r c e  a n d  w hafc i s  M a t t e r  p”  in  t h e  S e p te m b e r  N o . 
o f  t h e  T h e o s o p h is t , 1 8 8 2 ,— E d s



You m ay call it occult if you please, b u t tlie same applies 
to all conditions and  to all enquiries, and  from  the  grow th 
of a b lade of grass to th e  form ation of a com plex corre­
la ted  organism , does it  no t ?

. . . .  W e are now reducing  th e  m arvellous into a 
plain m atter.

Pope in  h is preface to his m agnificen t edition of 
S hakespeare a f te r  all his praise an d  fine criticism  ex ­
presses h is aston ishm ent in these w ords th is is p e r­
fectly am azing  from a man of no education  or experi­
ence of those g re a t and public scenes of life, w hich are 
usually the  sub jec t of his th o u g h ts ; so th a t he seems to 
have know n the w orld by in tu ition , to have looked 
th rough  hum an n a tu re  a t one glance, and to be the  only 
au thor th a t gives ground for a very new opinion— th a t 
the philosopher and even tlie man of the  w orld, m ay be 
born as well as the p o e t.”  The same aston ishm ent is 
expressed by all the  g re a t w riters on Shakespeare for 
300 years. B ut a sh o rt while ago, lo and  behold, in a 
publication of Bacon— “ Prom us, or Collection of fine 
T hough ts and Sayings— 1G80 en tries ,”  and  these in one 
form or o ther, are 4,400 tim es in troduced  in to  the  plays, 
a  proof positive th a t  th e  laborious genius Bacon was tlie 
real au tho r of the plays, and  all the  superna tu ra l w onder 
and m ystery  is a t an  end ! Poor ig n o ran t S hakespeare  
never had  a book in his possession, never w rote a line 
in his life !

Tyndall is b e tte r  in health , sleeps b e t t e r ; he is a 
laborious w orker and a fine genius.

V ery  sincerely, 
H E N R Y  J . A T K IN S O N .

M ay  10 th , 1883,
H o t e l  d e  l a  G a k e ,

B o u l o g n e - S u r - M e r ,  F r a n c e .

TH E STATUS OF JE S U S .
I In null the teachings of the beneficent and sublime Wisdom 

-7— Religion now being given forth by the blessed Mahatmas, 
one learns to place even the world’s Great Ones in the ligh t 
of Ti'uth ; where the meretricious greatness caused to grow 
up around them by the delusion of ignorance, and the en­
thusiasms of fanaticism, sink away into insignificance before 
the glories of their true status,—the achievement, through a 
more rapid evolution, of souls who have gone in advance 
of the plodding millions more laggard in the race.

In th a t light, the Great Theurgist, upon whose life and 
teachings the Christian Religion has been founded, becomes 
one of a group of Avatars ; a Brotherhood deserving the 
dignity of being lifted to the rank of Gods and sublime in 
the comparatively isolated grandeur of tha t divine exalta­
tion.

Jesus had a message to give to the world as one of these 
divine souls, and it was like th a t of a “ son of God” descend­
ing to earth and becoming man to save man. For Jesus 
w a s  a son of God, but not as the majority of Christians be­
lieve him to have been. So also was Buddha ; and so also 
are some now upon the earth, who are giving forth their 
messages to save man.

To truly accept the teachings of Theosophy is to lose all 
bigotry and sectarianism ; to feel tha t there is only one 
faith in which all men should be united ; to weed out re- 
luctlessly the falsities which have overgrown the fundamen­
tal tru ths of all religions ; to recognise that one unbroken 
light shines out from a l l ; and tha t there should be no 
separation of the peoples of the earth into sects.

So effectually has my mind been thus tutored within the 
paat four years, that although I am more than ever im­
pressed by the divine beauty, which throughout the greater 
part of my life I attributed to Jesus as to God, yet in the 
light of the knowledge I have derived from Theosophy, I 
cannot now rank him higher than Buddha.

I do not think, however, although I may be mistaken, that 
Buddha can be so greatly beloved, by his followers, as is 
Jesus,—or that his name inspires so much enthusiasm and 
devotion. The long procession of m artyrs, who we may say 
died for the love of Jesus, is, so far as I know, unknown in 
the history of Buddhism.*

* “ T h e r e  is  o f te n  g r e a t e r  m a r t y r d o m  to  l i v e  f o r  t h e  lo v o  o f , w h e th e r  
>11 a n  o r  a n  id e a l ,  t h a n  to  d ie  f o r  i t  is  a  m o t to  o f  t h e  M o h a tn ia B .— E d ,  "

The great power for good which has attended the name 
of Jesus on this earth, * cannot be the work of mere chance; 
nor, on the other hand, caused solely by the exaggerated 
attributes ascribed to him by the false teachings of a design­
ing and mistaken priesthood. May it not rather be said 
to be the result of the divine “ K arina” of a life devoted to 
the service of his fellow men ?

And, again, would it be amiss to say that it is the result also 
of the watchfulness of his uplifted Spirit since his death, 
over the evolution of succeeding races ; and that he has been 
still helpful to humanity, so far as th a t is possible for one 
who is now, I presume, in Nirvana ?

I would also ask (if such an enquiry be permitted) w hat 
is the exact position given to Jesus, by the Mahatmas, in the 
sacred order of adepts departed from the earth .f Do they 
give him the same rank as Buddha ? Did lie too obtain to 
the glory of the sixth Round by the same mysterious process 
as Buddha ? W ould Jesus now be termed (by our Masters, 
who absolutely hnow these facts, and whose reply, for me, 
would be conclusive) a Dhyan Chohan, a Buddha, or a 
Planetary Spirit P And is he now, with beings of his order, 
interested or concerned at all with the progress of humanity 
on the earth ?J

If an answer to these questions be permitted, it will be a 
source of deep gratitude to your enquirer to have them con­
sidered.

I cannot close my letter w ithout some expression of the 
unbounded admiration and gratitude which wells up in my 
heart in contemplation of the beautiful work of Koot Hoomi 
for us W esterns ; who, but for his enlightened wisdom, would 
have been left in the darkness of ignorance as regards the 
treasures of knowledge in the keeping of the Mahatmas, and 
which they, wisely enough, have held heretofore looked up 
from mankind. W ith the clear-seeings of a wisdom truly 
divine, our brother Koot Hoomi has perceived the capacity 
of some minds iu the West, to receive this knowledge ; and 
with that lovo for the “ great orphan” humanity, which ho 
has so eloquently expressed in his letters to Mr. Sinnett, 
(“ Occult W orld”), he has bcnefieiently exerted himself to 
turn in our direction the pure waters which flow from tho 
only real fountain of T ruth on the whole earth. I trnst 
that, w ith the power which, I presume, he possesses, of 
scanning spiritaally a large portion of the minds of meu, he 
has long ere this reaped a reward for his blessed work in tho 
certainty that there are souls in the West, now drinking in 
these holy waters with the avidity of a lo n g  thirst. He has 
bridged over the necessity for those cyclic Rounds which are 
still the destiny ef his more plodding fellow-beings, and is 
already glorified in his adeptship and by tha t beauty of a 
complete and perfectly rounded human nature which shines 
forth through his letters ; but the greater glory of this noble 
work for humanity is to be added to it, and already its rays 
encompass him in the sight of his humble admirers, and, so 
far as they can be, followers. One, at least, would lay at his 
feet a tribute of grateful thanks, which E ternity  itself will 
not suffice to exhaust.

VERA, F. T, S
E n g l a n d ,  April 30th, 1 8 8 3 .

* I  l e a v e  o n t  o f  q u e s t i o n  t h e  p e v t id io a a  p r o f a n a t io n  o f  h is  n a m e  in  
( l i e ir  e v i l  a c t i o n s  b y  m a n y  w h o  c a l l  t h e m s e lv e s  C h r i s t i a n s .

f  T h e  p o s i t i o n  They g iv e  to  J e s n s ,  a s  f a r  a s  w o  k n o w , is  t h a t  o f  a  
g r e a t  a n d  p n r e  m a n ,  a  r e f o r m e r  w h o  w o u ld  f a i n  h a v o  l i v e d  b u t  w h o  
h a d  to  d ie  f o r  t h a t  w h ic h  h e  r e g a r d e d  a s  t h e  g r e a t e s t  b i r t h . r i g h t  o f  
m a n — a b s o lu te  L i b e r ty  o f  c o n s c ie n c e  ; o f  a n  a d e p t  w h o  p r e a c h e d  a  
u n iv e r s a l  R e l ig io n  k n o w in g  o f , a n d  h a v i n g  n o  o t h e r  '* te m p le  o f  G o d ”  
b u t  m a n  h im s e l f  ; t h a t  o f  a  n o b le  T e a c h e r  o f  e s o t e r i c  t r u t h s  w h ic h  h e  
h a d  n o  t im e  g iv e n  to  h im  to  e x p la in  ; t h a t ,  o f  a n  i n i t i a t e  w h o  r e c o g n iz e d  
n o  d i f f e r e n c e — s a v e  t h e  m o r a l  o n e — b e t w e e n  m e n  ; w h o  r e j e c t e d  c a s t e ,  
a u d  d e s p i s e d  w e a l th  ; a u d  w h o  p r e f e r r e d  d e a th  r a t h e r  t h a n  to  r e v e a l  
t h e  s e c r e t s  o f  i n i t i a t i o n .  A n d  w h o , f in a l ly ,  l iv e d  o v e r  a  c e n t u r y  b e f o r u  
t h e  y e a r  o f  o u r  v u lg a r ,  so  c a l le d ,  C h r i s t i a n  e r a .

X W e  d o  n o t  k n o w  w h ic h  o f  t h e  B u d d h a s  o u r  c o r r e s p o n d e n t  is  t l i in k i g  
o f , f o r  t h e r e  w e r e  m a n y  “  B u d d h a s ” ? T h e y  r e c o g n iz e  in  h im  o n o  
o f  t h e  “  E n l i g h t e n e d ”  h e n c e  in  t h i s  s e n s o  a  B u d d h a  ; b u t  t h e y  d o  u o t  
r e c o g n iz e  J e s u s  a t  a l l  in  t h o  C h r i s t  o f  t h e  G o s p e ls . S u c h  q u e s t io n s ,  
h o w e v e r ,  c a n  h a r d l y  b e  a n s w e r e d  in  a  p u b l i c  j o u r n a l .  O u r  c o r r e s ­
p o n d e n t  s e e m s  to  b e  i g n o r a n t  o f  t h e  f a c t ,  t h a t  t h o n g h  w e  l iv e  iu  T n d ia , 
s u r r o u n d e d  b y  2 5 0  m i l l i o n s  o f  h u m a n  b e i u g s ,  w h o s e  d e v o t io n  a n d  
r e v e r e n c e  to  t h e i r  r e s p e c t iv e  a v a t a r s  a n d  g o d s  is  n o t  lo s s  i n t e n s e  o r  
s iu c e r o  t h a n  t h a t  o f  t h e  h a n d f u l  o f  C h r i s t i a n s  w h o  g r a c o  th i s  e o n n t r y  
t o  t h e i r  S a v io u r ,  y e t  w lii lo  i t  is  d e e m e d  r e s p e o t a b le  a n d  la w f u l  to  l a u g h  
a t  a n d  a b u s e  b y  w o rd ,  a n d  in s u l t  in  p r i n t  e v e r y  o n e  o f  t h e  g o d s  o f  o u r  
h e a th e n  B r o th e r s ,  t h a t  j o u r n a l  w h o  w o u ld  p r e s u m e  to  d e n y  t h e  G o d - 
s h ip  o f  J e s u s  a n d  s p e a k  o f  h im  a s  h o  w o u ld  o f  B u d d h a  o r  C h r is h n a ,  
w o u ld  im m e d i a t e l y  lo so  c a s t e  a n d  h a v e  a  h u e  a n d  c r y  r a i s o d  a g a in s t  
i t  b y  i t s  C h r i s t i a n  s u b s c r ib e r s .  S u c h  a r e  C h r i s t i a n  id e a s  o f  j u s t i c e  a n d  
B r o th e r h o o d ,— E d .



,f U N D ER T I IE  S H A D O W  O F G R E A T  N A M E S .” 
I n  tlie M arch issue of your Jou rnal you publish  some 

rem arks upon trance u tterances w hich were, you say, 
p rom pted  “ by a convincing dem onstra tion , by  the  
R eligio-Philosophical Jo u rn a l, th a t a recen t trance  ad ­
dress by our dear deceased friend  E pes S a rg en t th rough  
a  certa in  medium was a sheer fab rica tio n .”  To th e  o rd i­
nary  reader these words bear b u t one in te rp re ta tion , 
nam ely, th a t the  com m unication re fe rred  to was a for­
gery , and  I  accordingly adopt th is , th ough  if in tended  
to convey any different m eaning. I  shall be pleased to 
hear w hat it  is. M y claim to address you on the subject 
is based upon the  ground th a t fo r the la s t seven years I  
have in tim ately  know n the m edium , M r. G eorge S p rig g s, 
in business, social, and p rivate  life, have w atched  tha 
developm ent of his powers from  the first, and  have re ­
corded from  personal observation m uch of the  phenom ena 
m anifested th ro u g h  his m edium ship. H e  is referred  to 
favorably by  M r. W . H . T erry , F . T . S ., in P a r t  I I  of 
“ F ragm en ts of Occult T ru th ,” and  you m ay accept my 
assurance, based  upon an intim ate know ledge of his cha­
racter, th a t he is incapable of the  ac t a ttr ib u te d  to him. 
F u rth e r , it  is needful for your inform ation to  sta te  th a t 
the brief m essage which you have d ignified by  th e  titles 
“ address”  and  “ oration”  was bu t one in a series of about 
one hundred  and six ty  received from various private  in ­
dividuals, m ostly persons who had  lived in  th is, or some 
neighbouring co lo n y ; th a t they  were all received a t 
private s ittin g s , the only person p resen t beside the 
m edium  being  M r. Jo h n  Carson, (long and  honorably 
known in connection w ith the S p iritualistic  M ovem ent, 
and held  in the  g rea tes t respect by his fellow citizens for 
his s tric t in te g rity , clear headedness, and  o ther excellent 
qualities w hich have been m anifested  th roughou t a long 
and useful career) who acted  as am anuensis ; th a t these 
s ittin g s were conducted by  him  w ith the  g rea te s t care in 
regard  to necessary  conditions for securing accuracy, of 
the  im portauco of w hich conditions long experience had 
assured him ; th a t only in a few instances was a th ird  
p a rty  p resen t ; th a t it was his h ab it d u ring  a s ittin g  to 
keep his m ind b lank  and  free from  e x p ec ta tio n ; th a t 
seldom or never un til the  conclusion of a m essage did lie 
gain  any ink lin g  of the nam e ; th a t these s ittin g s  were 
commenced very  shortly  a fto r the  m edium ’s arrival in 
the colony ; th a t m essage a fte r  m essage came, accom pa­
nied by nam es and particu lars which by th e  very  circum ­
stances of the  case, re la tin g  as they often  d id  to d istan t 
parts of A ustralasia, m ust have been foreign  to the  m ind 
of tho m edium , an u tte r  s tra n g e r to the coun try  ; th a t in 
m any cases the  particu la rs  com m unicated were also u n ­
known to the ouly o ther person p resen t, M r. Carson, wlio 
afterw ards on iuquiry  found them  to be correct ; tb a t 
out of n inety  different persons who had  com m unicated up 
to A ugust 1882 the  small proportion  of four were know n 
to the  m edium , th ir ty  to M r. Carson, while fifty-six were 
unknow n to b o th , and sixty-tw o com m unications had 
been verified ; and  th a t in the usual course this m essage, 
accom panied by the nam e “ E pes S a rg e n t” cam e along, 
and was duly published as m any o thers w ith more 
obscure names had  been before it. I  have M r. C arson’s 
assurance th a t  the  sta tem ents above m ade concern ing  
t he m ethod and  resu lts of these s ittin g s are  correct, bu t 
iu addition, a t  iny request, he has appended  a note 
a tte s tin g  thereto .

Now, tho E d ito r of the R. P . Jo u rn a l, though  in  his 
hostile  criticism s he is never rem arkable  for m oderation, 
is ye t gracious enough to say, th a t “ because m uch of 
t he product of trance  is not w hat it  p u rp o rts  to be, it 
does no t necessarily  follow th a t th e  sensitive is d is­
honest.’’ A p p aren tly , however, your philosophy has no 
room for any o th e r a lternative  to abso lu te genuineness 
than  “  sheer fab rica tions.”  P ardon  me if I  suggest th a t 
the  solution of the  problem s em braced in these  do­
mains will scarcely be helped by hasty  im putations. 
There is no necessity  fo r them . I E very  reader of th is 
JSpea S arg en t m essage is a f te r  a ll le ft free to exercise

his or her judg m en t upon the points trea ted  of therein, 
and  if it  should be  found th a t a trance u tterance differs 
in various po in ts from  the  expressed an te  m ortem  opi­
nions of the individual whose nam e accompanies it th a t 
in the firs t place does no t necessarily  disprove its 
genuineness, since i t  may only indicate a change in 
opinion consequent upon view ing m atters from a vastly 
different s tan d  point, and in any event only adds ano­
th e r featu re  to an im p o rtan t psychological problem.

I  feel sure th a t  your reg a rd  for fair play will prom pt 
you a t least to allow space w ithin your pages for this 
p ro tes t ag a in s t your decision.

Yours &c.,
M e l b o u r n e ,  12 th  A p r il  1883. A. J .  S M A R T .

C l u t h a ,

K e w ,  V i c t o b i a ,  23rd A p r il  1883.
A . J .  S m a r t ,  E s q . ,

H aving  called m y a tten tio n  to an article reflecting  on 
the  charac ter of your friend  M r. S priggs, published in 
the  Theosophist,* and  shown me your le tte r  to  the 
E d ito r of th a t  Jo u rn a l in reference thereto . W hile  I  
should much prefer th a t  m y nam e had been re ferred  to 
in  less fla tte rin g  term s, I  can  conscientiously confirm all 
you say of M r. S p riggs. H av in g  known him  in B rita in  
and  this coun try  for the  last four years, and  for two 
years of th a t tim e h av in g  had  sittings w ith him , as a 
rule, twice a week in  m y office by ourselves. The only 
exceptions b e in g  when one of iny sons, a m erchant in 
Sydney, and  o th e r th ree gentlem en were adm itted , one 
a t a tim e, two of these were clergym en.

A  large  experience w ith m edium s in the  U nited  
S ta tes, E urope and  A ustra lia— and a caution— natural 
to those born  north  of th e  Tweed, w ith a tra in ing  of 
several years of my you th  on the  banks of the M ohawk 
R iver, N . Y ., enables me to  sit w ith m edium s in such 
fram e of m ind, as allows the  control if any to have full 
and  free p lay , uninfluenced in any way by me never 
an tic ipa ting  or help ing  in  the  sm allest degree, and  
w ith M r. Spriggs rare ly  m aking  a rem ark  till all th a t was 
to be w ritten  down was finished— in th is m anner am ongst 
the  nearly  two hundred  m essages obtained. Thero were 
m any from  all sorts and  conditions of m en, women and 
children g iv ing  te s t of a know ledge of m atters  quite out 
of tho reach  of the  medium  or the  w riter.

A nd  as for any desire to parade G reat Nam es, tho 
ex-Policem au, th e  B ak er’s W ife , the  Shoem aker’s Child, 
came as freely, and  w hat they  had  to say was tak en  
down as fully and  published as readily, if of in terest, as 
th a t of any otlier b e tte r  know n individual ; b u t as you 
have said I seldom knew  who was contro lling  till a t  the 
conclusion the  nam e was given

B ut is it  of the slig h test use to  give any particu lars 
of these sittin g s to those set ag a in st them . I  followed 
tho au thor of “  People from  the  o ther W o rld ” to the 
F arm  H ouse in V erinont, and  when afterw ards I  go t his 
book, I  failed to see th a t he had  m ade any th in g  of 
the  m atters lie saw one way or o ther. W h a t is m ost con­
vincing to  one is qu ite  the  reverse to another. A s an 
instance. A  M elbourne clergym an who was unknown to 
m e, who had  died while M r. S p riggs and the w riter were 
in E ng land , came and  gave me a m essage for his wife, 
te lling  the  substance of the  last conversation he had 
w ith her when alone the la s t hour he was w ith her in 
the body, g iv ing  his nam e, th e  num ber and address of the 
house he lived in (not the  one his fam ily were in a t this 
tim e), when tlie m essage was taken  to  his widow she 
said “ This is very s tran g e  How could you know this ? 
b u t I  cannot believothat any one can come back. I  will

* \V e  r e f e r  t h e  r e a d e r  t o  t h e  M a r c h  T h e o s o p h is t  (1 8 8 3 , p . 1 37  )  a n d  
le a v e  h im  to  j u d g e  ■ w h e th e r t h e  a r t i c l e  U n d e r  t h e  S h a d o w  o f  G re a t
N a m e s ,”  re flec ts  in  t h e  l e a s t  w a y  o n  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  o f .........M r. S p r ig g s ”
s in c e  n o  n a m e  is  m e n t io n e d .  T h e  S p i r i t u a l i s t i c  J o u r n a l s  h a v e  o f te n  
d r a g g e d  in  f n l l  t h e  w e l l - k n o w n  n a m e s  o f  c e r t a i n  T h e o s o p h i s t s ,  a n d  h a v e  
r e p e a t e d l y  d o n e  m o r e  t h a n  r e f le c t  o n  t h e i r  p r i v a t e  c h a r a c t e r — a n d  th e n  
n s  o f te n  r e f u s e d  to  p u b l i s h  a  r e c t i f i c a t i o n .  W h y  n o t  h a v e  a d d r e s s e d  
t h e  a b o v e  l e t t e r s  t o  t h e  R e lig io  P h i lo s o p h ic a l  J o u r n a l  f r o m  w h ic h  th $  
r e m a r k s  a g a i n s t  t h e  m e d iu m  w e r e  t a k e n  p— E d ,



not accep t tlie message.*’ The clergym an cam e ag a in  
apologised to  the  m essenger for th e  reception  he h ad  
received,and said it  was only w hat he m ig h t expect as he 
had se t his fam ily and  congregation  a g a in s t all investi­
ga tion  of sp irit comm union. '

B efore closing I  m ust add  th a t  M r. S p riggs has never 
tak en  th e  position of a paid  m edium , b u t has fully  given 
hia w onderful powers for th e  good of th e  cause.

Youra fa ith fu lly , '
' . JO H N  C A R SO N .

E d ito r 's  N ote .— O u r  love  f o r  “  f a i r  p l a y  ”  h a s  n e v e r  b e e n  
d o u b t e d  e v e n  by those of o u r  e n e m ie s  w ho  k n o w  u s  p e r s o n a l ly .  N o r  
is  i t  c o r r e c t  to  s a y  t h a t  “ a p p a r e n t l y  y o u r  ( o u r )  p h i lo s o p h y  h a s  no 
ro o m  f o r  a n y  o t h e r  a l t e r n a t i v e  to  a b s o l u t e  g e n u i n e n e s s  t h a n  ‘ s h e e r  
f a b r i c a t i o n  fo r  u n l i k e  s p i r i t u a l i s m ,  o u r  p h i lo s o p h y  h a s  th e o r i e s  
t h a t  c o v e r  t h e  g r o u n d  a n d  t h u s  e x p la in  m a n y  a pparen t d e c e p t i o n s  
o n  th e  p a r t  of  m e d i u m s  t h a t  w o u ld  o t h e r w i s e  h a v e  to  b e  a t t r i b u t e d  
t o  d i s h o n e s t  f r a u d .  W e  a r e  s o r r y  t h a t  o u r  A u s t r a l i a n  c o r r e s p o n ­
d e n t s  h a d  to  p u t  t h e m s e lv e s  to  t h e  t r o u b le  of  d e f e n d i n g  t h e  
p r i v a t e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  M r .  S p r i g g a ,  t h e  m e d i u m ,  s in c e  n o  o n e  
t h o u g h t  of  attaching  h im ,  n o r  w a s  h e  e v e n  m e n t i o n e d  i n  o u r  
e d i to r i a l  by  n a m e .  !i h e  r e m a r k s  in  i t  w e r e  a b s o l u t e ly  i m p e r s o n a l  
h e n c e  t h e r e  w a s  n o  n e e d  fo r  s u c h  a n  e m p h a t i c  d e fe n c e .  H o w e v e r ,  
to  p r o v e  t h a t  w e a r e  n o t  a lo n e  fa i r ,  b u t  e v e r  r e a d y  to  r e c o g n iz e  
t r u e  m e r i t  a u d  g iv e  i t  a n  a d v e r t i s e m e n t — w e h a v e  p u b l i s h e d  b o th  
l e t t e r s  verbatim  e v e n  w i t h  t h e i r  d i s c o u r t e o u s  r e m a r k s .  W e  a r e  
d e l i g h t e d  to  l e a r n ,  a n d  q u i t e  r e a d y  to  b e l iev e ,  t h a t  M r .  S p r i g g a  
is a  m o s t  h o n e s t  g e n t l e m a n ,  w o r t h y  o f  t h e  s t r o n g e s t  e n c o m iu m s .  
O u r  s t r i c t u r e s  w e r e  a p p l i c a b l e  to  a  l a r g e  c l a s s  of  m e d i u m s  w h o  
h a v e  f o r  y e a r s  b e e n  i n f l i c t i n g  u p o n  th e  w o r ld  “  t r a n c e ”  a d d r e s s e s ,  
a r t i c l e s ,  p a m p h l e t s ,  b o o k s ,  a n d  s c h e m e s  of  soc ia l  r e fo r m ,  p r e t e n d ­
in g  to  e m a n a t e  f ro m  t h e  g r e a t  d e a d .  M o d e r n  S p i r i t u a l i s m  is  a  
s o le m n  a n d  a  m i g h t y  q u e s t io n ,  a n  i n f lu e n c e  w h ic h  h a s  n o w  p e r ­
m e a t e d  t h e  t h o u g h t  of  o u r  a g e ,  a  p r o b l e m  w h i c h  a t  n o  p r e v io u s  
t i m e  d u r i n g  t h e  p a s t  t h i r t y - t i v e  y e a r s  h a s  o c c u p ie d  m o r e  a b l e  
m in d s  t h a n  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  h o u r .  I t  is, h o w e v e r ,  w e i g h t e d  d o w n  
w i th  a  m a s s  of f a lse  a p p e a r a n c e s  a n d  u n t e n a b l e  h y p o t h e s e s  w h ic h  
b r i n g  r e p r o a c h  u p o n  it ,  b u t  w h io h  wil l  in  t im e ,  w e  b e l i e v e ,  y i e ld  
t o  m o re  c o r r e c t  v iew s of i t s  p h e n o m e n a  a s  A s ia t ic  p h i lo s o p h y ,  a n d  
t h e  f r u i t s  of  o c c u l t  r e s e a r c h  u p o n  w h ic h  i t  r e s t s  b e c o m e  b e t t e r  
k n o w n .  A m o n g  m e d i u m s  w h o  h a v e  u t t e r e d  a l l e g e d  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  
f ro m  t h e  g r e a t  d e p a r t e d  t h e r e  a r e  tw o  c la s se s ,  of  w h o m  o n e  a r e  
d e c e iv in g ,  t h e  o t h e r  d e c e iv e d .  I f  t h e r e  be  a  t h i r d  c la s s  of  
m e d i u m s  w h o  h a v e  in  f a c t  r ece iv ed  t h e i r  i n s p i r a t i o n  f r o m  g r e a t  
s p i r i t s — t h e  g r o u p  is  v e ry  sm a ll ,  we a r e  p e r s u a d e d ,  in  c o m p a r i s o n  
w i t h  w h a t  t h o  f r i e n d s  of m e d i u m s  c la im .  O u r  T h e o s o p h ic a l  d o c ­
t r i n e  is t h a t  o n e  ia n e v e r  sa fe  in  a s c r i b i n g  m e d i u m i s t i e  c o m m u n i*  
c a t io n s  to  a n y  f o r e i g n  s o u rc e  u n t i l  t h e  w o n d e r f u l  i n t r i n s i c  c a p a ­
b i l i t ie s  of  t h e  h u m a n  m in d  i n c a r n a t e  h a v e  a l l  b e e n  t a k e n  in to  
a c c o u n t .  So ,  to  r e t u r n  to  t h e  c a s e  iu p o in t ,  wo w e re  p e r s u a d e d  
f fo m  a  p e r s o n a l  f a m i l i a r i t y  w i th  t h e  l a t e  E p e s  S a r g e n t ,  h is  q u a l i t y  
of m in d  a u d  w r i t i n g s ,  t h a t  t h o  m e s s a g e  t h r o u g h  M r ,  S p r i g g s  w as  
n o t  g e n u i n e — n o t  f ro m  S a r g o u t — b u t  a  “  f a b r i c a t i o n ”  b y  s o m e ­
b o d y  o r  s o m e th i n g .  I t  n o w  w o u ld  s e e m  t h a t  w e  m u s t  look  fo r  
th o  c u l p r i t  b e y o u d  t h e  g e n t l e m a n  m e d i u m  to  h ia  “  c o n t r o l , ”  a  
f a c t  w e  a r e  g l a d  to  l e a r n  a u d  to  p u t  u p o n  re c o rd .

T H E  P R I N C E  C O N V E R T .
Office op tiie Republican.

F resno , C a liforn ia ,  A pril 12, 1883.
A l l o w  m e  t o  c a l l  y o u r  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  n o t i c e  n o w  

r u n n i n g  t h r o u g h  a l l  C h r i s t i a n  p a p e r s  o f  U .  S .
“  O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  r e c e n t  c o n v e r t s  t o  C h r i s t i a n i t y  is  P r i n o o  

S a r d a n  H e r m a n  S i n g h ,  w h o  is  h e i r  t o  o n e  o f  t h e  r i c h e s t  
p r o v i n c e s  i n  N o r t h e r n  I n d i a .  C o n v e r s i o n  i n  h i s  c a s e  m e a n s  
a  m u c h  g r e a t e r  s a c r i f i c e  t h a n  is  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y  ; f q r  
S a r d a n  H e r m a n  S i n g h  m u s t  f o r f e i t  a l l  c l a i m  to  h i s  w o r l d l y  
e s t a t e s  a n d  b e c o m e  a  p o o r  m a n . ” — Chicago Journal.

I s  t h e r e  a n y  t r u t h  i n  i t  ? Y o u r s ,
G U S T A V  E I S E N .

E d i to r ’s N o te — N e v e r  l i e a r d  o f  s u c h  a  P r in c e .  T h o  n a m e  r e a d s  l ik e  
t h a t  o f  a  P u n ja b i  D u tc h m a n .  P e r h a p s  lie  i s  r e l a t e d  to  P r in c e  J a l r a a  o f  
K u g e n  S u e ’s “ T h e  W a n d e r in g  J o w ”  ? I t  m u s t  b e  a  l i t t l e  i n n o c e n t  
r e p a r tie  a, la  M u n c h a u s e n ,  c o m in g  f r o m  th o  g o o d  M is s io n a r ie s .  T h e y  
a ro  o f t e n  c a u g h t  f ib b in g  in  . t h i s  w a y .  W e  k n o w  o f  S a n l a r  l l a r b a n  
S in ^ h ,—  H o n . I l a v b a n  S a lia ia , o f  A r r a h ,  a  J a i n  M e m b e r  o f  th o  V . R . 
C o u n c il. U o  th o  M is s io n a r ie s  c la im  h i m ?  It' so , l e t  th o  A m e r i c a n  
u d i to r  a s k  h im ,  t h i s  g e n t l e m a n ,  w h a t  h e  t h i n k s  o f  th e  p a d r i s .

W H O  I S  A  B R A H M I N  ?
U n d e r  t h e  h e a d i n g  “  L i g h t  w a n t e d , ” o n e  o f  y o u r  c o r r e s ­

p o n d e n t s  i n  t h e  M a y  N o .  o f  t h e  Theosophist w a n t e d  to  b o  
i n f o r m e d  w h e t h e r  i n  t h e  Shastras a r e  e n j o i n e d  a n y  c e r e m o ­
n ies  t o  b e  p e r f o r m e d  b y  “  a  H i n d o o ,  h a v i n g  g-ood q u a l i t i e s ,  f o r  
h is  r a i s i n g  h i m s e l f  f r o m  a  l o w  c a s t e  t o  b e c o m e  a  B r a h ­
m i n  f r o m  t h e  H i n d o o  p o i n t  o f  v i e w . ” A l t h o u g h  a d m i t t i n g  t h a t  
t h e  Shastras h a v e  n o w h e r e  c a t e g o r i c a l l y  e n u m e r a t e d  t h e  
c c r e m o n i o s  w h i c h  a  l o w  c a s t e  H i n d o o  m u s t  p e r f o r m  b e f o r e  h o  
is a f lU l i a t e d  b y  t h o  h i g h  c u s to  B r a h x n i n  f o r  h i s  p e r s o n a l

m e r i t ,  y e t  I  f i n d  i n  t h e  Manu Sanhita a  c e r t a i n  e l o k a ,  
a u t h o r i s i n g  a  S u d r a  h a v i n g  p e r s o n a l  m e r i t  t o  b e  r a i s e d  t o  t h p  
s t a t u s  o f  a  B r a h m i n ,  a n d  t h e  c o n v e r s e .  T h u s  t h e  Sanhita a u t h o ­
r i s e s  t h e  p r o m o t i o n  o f  a  S u d r a  t o  a  B r a h m i n  a n d  t h e  d e g r a ­
d a t i o n  o f  a  B r a h m i n  t o  a  S n d r a .  E l s e w h e r e  i n  t h e  s a m o  
C o d e ,  a r e  t o  b e  f o u n d  t h e  d i s t i n c t i v e  f e a t u r e s  o f  e a c h  o f  t h o  
f o u r  V a r n a s .

I n  t h e  a b o v e  s l o k a s  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n s ,  p u r e  a n d  s i m p l e ,  o f  
e a c h  o f  t h e  Varnas a r e  p r e s c r i b e d .  B u t  t h e r e  i s  n o  h e r e d i t y  
i m p l i e d  i n  a n y  o n e  o f  t h e m .  S o  I  d o n ’t  se e  w h y  a  m a n  f r o m  
t h e  l o w  c a s t e  c a n n o t  b e  r a i s e d  t o  b e c o m e  a  B r a h m i n  p r o v i d e d  
h i s  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  e n t i t l e  h i m  t o  t h e  h i g h e r  o r d e r .  B e s i d e s  
w e  f i n d  i n  t h e  M a h a b h a r a t a  i n s t a n c e s  o f  l o w  c a s t e  m e n  t o  
b e c o m e  B r a h m i n s ,  n a y  e v e n  R i s h i s ,  e. </., V i s w a m i t r a ,  B a t s y a  
S r a v a n a  a n d  h i s  p a r e n t s  M a t a n g a  R i s h i  ( a  C l i a n d a l  o r i g i ­
n a l l y ) .  I n  t h e  C h h a n d y o g y a  U p a n i s h a d ,  J a v a l ,  a n  i l l e g i t i ­
m a t e  s o n ,  i s  r e p o r t e d  t o  b e c o m e  a  B r a h m i n  b y  h i s  p e r s o n a l  
m e r i t .  '

T h u s  w e  s e e  i n  a n c i e n t  I n d i a  t h e  c a s t e  s y s t e m  w a s  n o t  
m e a n t  t o  b e  h e r e d i t a r y , a n d a n y  o n e ,  h o w e v e r  l o w  i n  t h e  s c a l e  
o f  S o c i e t y ,  c o u l d  b y  d i n t  o f  p e r s o n a l  m e r i t  a s c e n d  t o  t h e  t o p ­
m o s t  r u n g j o f  t h e  l a d d e r .  I t  is  u n f o r t u n a t e  t h a t  w e  d e g e n e r a t e  
A r y a n s  h a v e  l o s t  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  t h e  L a w  v a l u i n g  i n  o u r  b l i n d  
z e a l  t h e  d e a d  l e t t e r  m o r e  t h a n  i t  d e s e r v e s .

B a r e i l l y , ) S R I  K H I R O D  S A R M A ,
The \Qth May 1 8 8 3 .  J A n uninitiated Theosophist. '

D E V A S  D E F IN E D .
A  F r e n c h  edition of Colonel O lcott’s B uddhist C ate­

chism  is in p ress a t P a ris . The T ranslation  has been 
m ade by  M onsieur D. A . Courmes, P . T. S., of Toulon, 
an  officer of the  F ren ch  N avy, an  able scholar and 
stu d en t of O ccultism . Conceiving th a t  it was best, iu 
in troducing  the  w ork to  continental E urope, th a t thero 
should be a fu ller definition of the  word “ D eva,”  he has 
requested  Colonel O lcott to add  t h i s ; and  th e  following 
note for the  A ppendix  was forw arded by the  la s t M ail :—■

“ The w ord “ D eva”  m ay be em ployed in e ith e r a re s­
tric ted  or b roader sense : in the  form er case, i t  would 
-mean only th e  bright (D iv , to shine) beings of the  subjec­
tive side of na tu re  ; in th e  o ther, it would include b o th  tho 
good and bad . These “ be ings” are  not all hum an souls 
d is in ca rn a te ; nor a ll sub-hum an entities, evolved by 
n a tu re  in the p rog ress of h er labor to produce hum anity  ; 
b u t tliey are bo th . The A siatics enum erate countless 
orders, races and  sub-races of them . They are tho 
T hrones, P rincipalities  and Pow ers of the B ib le ; tho 
Y ak sh in i; P r e ta s ; Blm taa ; E lem entals (A suras, theso 
are  said to be very mischievous) ; the  V ana D evatas, or 
H am adrayads ; the  Y akshas, or Gnomes, w hich guard  
treasures buried  and  in m in e s ; &c., &c. H um an or 
elem ental, good or bad, benevolent or cruel, gracefu l o r 
m onstrous,— w hatever they  are  or by w hatsoever narna 
called, th ey  are  as leg itim ate  resu lts of tho e ternal, cease­
lessly active law of evolution as the p lan t or anim al ob­
scured and classified by  the  m odern philosopher. I f  wo 
were to a ttem p t to  a rran g e  them  along a g radua ted  scalo 
of being , we should havo to place the elem ental sp irit 
A sura or Y aksh in i a t th e  Zero point, aud  the  D hyan 
Chohan, the P lan e ta ry  S p irit o r A ngel— tlie ultirnato 
developm ent of the  hum an en tity  before (as the H indus 
would say) the  reunion of the m onad with the a l l ,  or 
B nddhistically  speak ing , the a tta inm ent of P a ran irv an a  
by the perfected  A ra h a t— at the extrem e h ighest degreo 
on the  scale. T he Philosophy of Buddhism  then , as ifc 
appears m ost plainly,, has no room for supernaturalism  
either in the  visible and objective, or tho invisible aud  
subjective side of the  Universe. Everyw here, a t every 
stage, w hether it be a question of the n a tu re  of ro ck  o 
m an, of m an or Deva, it affirms the re ign  of law and th r  
unbroken sequence of cause and effect.

------*------
E k r a t u m .— I n  t h e  s e c o n d  p a r a g r a p h  o f  t h e  f i r s t  c o l u m n  o n  

p ag 'e  2 3 3  ( J u n e  Theosophist) a n  e r r o r  o f  t h e  c o m p o s i t o r  w a s  
o v e r l o o k e d .  T h e  t e x t  s h o u l d  r e a d  “  w e  s h a l l  h a v e  t o  s u p ­
p o s e  t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  r a c e  o f  t l i e  5 t h  R o u n d  w i l l  c o m m e n c e  a  
s e c o n d  t i m e  o n  A  w h e n  i t  lia.s t h e  7 t h  r a c e  o f  t h e  . s a i d  
R o u n d . ”  T h e  p r i n t e r  m a d e  i t  t h e  sixth , i n  p l a c e  o f  t h e  fifth  
r o u n d ,  ■



B ^ P ^ T h o  f o l l o w i n g  c o r r e c t i o n s  s h o u l d  b e  m a d e  i n  t h o  
T h e o s o p h is t  f o r  J u n e  1 8 8 3 ,  S u p p l e m e n t ,  p a g e  7, c o l u m n  2.

L i n e  1 4  l<or  B a b u  K u n n e d  C h a n d e s  M o o k e r j e e ,  r e a d  B a b u  
K u m u d  C h a n d o r  M o o k e r j e e .

L i n e  4 2 — F o r  2 2 7 ,  r e a d  2 x 7 .

J l  ij u  i ^ ur Ji

W H A T  T O  B A T .  *
A s  t o  t h e  l i v i n g  m a n  n o  s u b j e c t  is  so  p r e s s i n g  a s  w h a t  to  

r a t  a n d  h o w  t o  g e t  e n o u g h  o f  t h e  r i g h t  s o r t  t o  s u s t a i n  l i fe ,  
w e  s h a l l  f i r s t  n o t i c e  a m o n g  t h e  b o o k s  o n  o u r  t a b l e  t h a t  o f  D r .  
A n n a  K i n g s f o r d ,  n o w ,  h a p p i l y ,  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  T h e o ­
s o p h i c a l  S o c i e t y .  T h e  g e n e r a l  e s t i m a t e ,  p r e v i o u s l y  e x p r e s s e d  
i n  t h e s e  c o l u m n s ,  o f  t h e  h i g h  m e r i t s  o f  t h i s  l a d y ’s  m i n d  a n d  
c h a r a c t e r ,  m a k e s  i t  a l m o s t  s u p e r f l u o u s  t o  s a y  n o w  t h a t  w h a t ­
e v e r  s h e  w r i t e s  is  b o t h  i n t e r e s t i n g  a n d  v a l u a b l e .  H e r  t h e s i s  
u p o n  h u m a n  f o o d s  a n d  t h o  g e n e r a l  t h e o r y  o f  a l i m e n t a t i o n ,  p r e ­
e m i n e n t l y  c a l l s  f o r  t h e  s a m e  r e m a r k s .  I t  i s  a t  o n c e  p r o f o u n d  a s  
t o  m a t t e r  a n d  l u c i d  a s  t o  s t y l e  o f  p r e s e n t a t i o n .  A  v e g e t a r i a n  
f r o m  c o n v i c t i o n  h e r s e l f ,  h e r  a i m  is  t o  p r o v e  b y  u n a n s w e r a b l e  
f a c t s  t h a t  t h e  P y t h a g o r e a n ,  o r  n o n  f l e s h - e a t i n g  d i e t ,  r e c o m ­
m e n d s  i t s e l f  a b o v e  a n y  o t h e r  e q u a l l y  t o  t h e  m a n  o f  s c i e n c e ,  
l h e  s o c i a l  r e f o r m e r ,  t h e  m o r a l i s t ,  a n d  t h e  p h i l o s o p h e r .  D r .  
K i n g s f o r d  is  a n  a p o s t l e  o f  k i n d n e s s  t o  m a n  a n d  b e a s t .  S h e  
o p e n s  h e r  b o o k  w i t h  o n e  o f  t h e  t e n d e r e s t  p a s s a g e s  i n  E d w i n  
A r n o l d ’s  L ig h t,  o f  A s ia ,  s h o w i n g  t h e  l o v i n g  n a t u r e  o f  o u r  
i S u d d h a  a n d  h i s  D o c t r i n e ;  a n d  t h u s  s t r i k e s  t h e  k e y - n o t e  

o f  h e r  e n t i r e  e s s a y ,  a s  o f  h e r  l i f e - w o r k .  E v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  
p l e a  i n  f a v o r  o f  f l e s h - e a t i n g  s h e  m e e t s  w i t h  c o n t r a d i c t o r y  
t : ie t s .  S h e  m a k e s  i t  c l e a r  a s  d a y  t h a t  i n  e v e r y  p a r t  o f  t h e  
■world, w h e t h e r  a m o n g  w h i t e  o r  c o l o r e d  r a c e s ,  t h e  u s e  o f  
v e g e t a b l e  f o o d  is  c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  
h i g h e s t  p o s s i b l e  n e r v o u s  a n d  m u s c u l a r  e n e r g y  ; a t  t h e  s a m e  
l i m e  p r o v i n g  t h a t  i t  c o n d u c e s  t o  t h e  m o s t  p e r f e c t  h e a l t h ,  a n d  
r o b u s t  i n s e n s i b i l i t y  t o  m o r b i f i c  i n f lu e n c e s  o f  c l i m a t e  a n d  
o c c u p a t i o n .  C o p i o u s  e x t r a c t s  f r o m  t a b l e s  o f  s t a t i s t i c s  a n d  
c h e m i c a l  a n a l y s e s  o f  f o o d - p r o d u c t s  s u p p o r t  h e r  c l a i m  t h a t  i n  
g r a i n s ,  v e g e t a b l e s ,  a n d  f r u i t s ,  a r e  n o t  o n l y  c o n t a i n e d  a l l  t h e  
d e m e n t s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  n u t r i t i o n  a n d  t o  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  f o r c e  
a n d  h e a t ,  b u t  a l s o  c o n t a i n e d  in  p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y  g r e a t e r  q u a n ­
t i t y  t h a n  a r e  f o u n d  i n  a n i m a l  s u b s t a n c e s .  S h e  a l s o  s h o w s  
l h a t  “ n o t  o n l y  a r e  t h e  n u t r i t i v e  a n d  d y n a m i c  v a l u e s  o f  
v e g e t a b l e  fo o d s ,  t a k e n  i n  t h e i r  t o t a l i t y ,  g r e a t e r  t h a n  t h o s o  o f  
s t u i m a l  fo o d s ,  t a k e n  i n  t h e i r  t o t a l i t y ,  b u t  t h a t  t h e  f o r m e r  

. c o n t a i n ,  b e s i d e s ,  a  w h o l e  c l a s s  o f  p r i n c i p l e s  w h i c h  d o  n o t  

. e x i s t  i n  t h e  c o m p o s i t i o n  of  t h e  l a t t e r . ”  T h e s e  a r e  “  t h e  c a r b o ­
h y d r a t e s ,  t h o  r e l a t i v e  p l a c e  o f  w h i c h  i n  h u m a n  a l i m e n t a t i o n  
w e  s h a l l  p r e s e n t l y  see .  A n d  i f  t o  v e g e t a b l e  p r o d u c e  p r o p e r ,  
a r e  a d d e d  c e r t a i n  o t h e r  a l i m e n t s ,  w h i c h ,  t h o u g h  o f  a n i m a l  
o r i g i n ,  m a y ,  w i t h o u t  i n c o n s i s t e n c y ,  b e  i n t r o d u c e d  i n t o  a  P y t h a ­
g o r e a n  [ W h y  s h o u l d  t h e  a u t h o r  n o t  s a y  H i n d u ,  s i n c e  P y t h a ­
g o r a s  w a s  t h e  G’h c l a  o f  H i n d u  t e a c h e r s  ?— Ed.] r e g i m e n — ■ 
n u e h  a s  m i l k ,  e g g s ,  c r e a m ,  b u t t e r ,  a n d  c h e e s e .  W e  h a v e  a t  
o u r  d i s p o s i t i o n  t h e  e n t i r e  r a n g e  o f  t h e  v e r y  s u b s t a n c e s  w h i c h ,  
o f  a l l  a l i m e n t s  k n o w n  t o  m a n ,  a r e  r i c h e s t  i n  n i t r o g e n  a n d  
l i y d r o - c a r b o n s . ” M r s .  K i n g s f o r d  c i t e s  h e r  o w n  c a s e  a s  a n  
e x a m p l e  o f  t h e  v i r t u e s  o f  t h e  n a t u r a l  d i e t .  S h e  t e l l s  u s  
t h a t  s h e  n o t  o n l y  i s  b u r d e n e d  w i t h  a n  h e r e d i t a r y  t e n d e n c y  
t o  p h t h i s i s ,  b u t  h a s  b e e n  a c t u a l l y  t r e a t e d  f o r  a  s o m e w h a t  
s e v e r e  m a n i f e s t a t i o n  o f  t h a t  d i s e a s e ,  a n d  is ,  b e s i d e s ,  o f  a n  
e x t r e m e l y  s e n s i t i v e ,  a n d  n e r v o u s  t e m p e r a m e n t .  Y e t ,  t h a n k s  
to  t h e  “  s i m p l e ,  p u r e ,  a n d  u n e x c i t i n g  d i e t ”  w h i c h  f o r  t e n  
y e a r s  s h e  l ias  m a i n t a i n e d ,  s h e  w a s  a b l e  t o  u n d e r g o  t h e  g r e a t  
f a t i g u e s ,  m e n t a l  a n d  b o d i l y ,  o f  t h e  s i x  y e a r s  c o u r s e  o f  s t u d y  
f o r  h e r  M e d i c a l  d e g r e e  a t  t h e  c e l e b r a t e d  Ecole de Medicine 
o f  P a r i s ,  a n d  s u r m o u n t  a l l  t h e  e x c e p t i o n a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  o f  h e r  
c a r e e r  d u o  to  t h e  p r e j u d i c e s  a g a i n s t  h e r  o n  a c c o u n t  o f  sex .  
H e r  b o o k ,  T h e  P e r fe c t  W a y  i n  D ie t ,  i s  so  r e p l e t e  w i t h  v a l u a ­
b l e  i n f o r m a t i o n  w h i c h  i t  e s p e c i a l l y  b e h o v e s  H i n d u s  t o  h a v e ,  
n o w  t h a t  t h e r e  is a  t e n d e n c y  t o  a d o p t  t h e  E u r o p e a n  m e a t  a s  
w e l l  a s  t h o  W e s t e r n  sh o e ,  t h a t  w e  f e e l  a t  a  lo ss  t o  s e l e c t  a n y  
o n e  p o r t i o n  f o r  q u o t a t i o n  a b o v e  a n o t h e r .  W e  p r e f e r  to  
r e c o m m e n d  o u r  f r i e n d s ,  a n d  p a r t i c u l a r l y  s u c h  a s  h a v e  a n y  
d e s i r e  t o  k n o w  t h e  s c ie n t i f i c  r e a s o n s  f o r  t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n ,  b y  
t h e  S h a s tr a s ,  o f  f l e s h - e a t i n g ,  t o  s u c h  a s  a s p i r e  a f t e r  p s y c h i c a l  
d e v e l o p m e n t ,  t o  g e t  a u d ,  b e t t e r ,  t o  r e a d  a n d  r e f l e c t  u p o n  t h e  
w o r k .  I t  c a n  b e  h a d  f o r  2s.,  o r ,  c o u n t i n g  e x c h a n g e  a n d  
p o s t a g e ,  R s  1 8  0 ,  f o r  w h i c h  s u m  t h e  M a n a g e r  o f  t h e  T h e o ­
s o p h i s t  w i l l  u n d e r t a k e  t o  p r o c u r e  i t ,  i f  d e s i r e d .

* T h e  P e r fe c t W a y  in  D i e t : a  T r e a t i s e  a d v o c a t in g  a  r e t u r n  t o  th o  
N a t u r a l  a n d  A n c ie n t  F o o d  o f  o u r  R a c e .  B y  A n n a  K in g s f o r d ,  D o c to r  o f  
M e d ic in e  pf tlie F a c u l ty  o f  P a r i s ,
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SUPPLEMENT

TO

T H E  TH EO SO PH IST .

V ol. 4 , N o . 1 0 . M A D R A S ,  J U L Y ,  1 8 8 3 .  N o . 4 6 -

T H E  F I R S T  A N N I V E R S A R Y  O F  T H E  B E N G A L  
T H E O S O P H I C A L  S O C I E T Y .

T h e  f i r s t  a n n i v e r s a r y  o f  t l i e  a b o v e  S o c i e t y  w a s  c e l e b r a t e d  
a t  t h e  T o w n  H a l l  o n  M o n d a y ,  t h e  2 1 s t  i n s t a n t ,  i n  t h e  p r e s e n c e  
of  a  l a r g e  a n d  r e s p e c t a b l e  a u d i e n c e .  T h e  h a l l  w a s  w e l l  f i l l e d ,  
a n d  a l m o s t  e v e r y  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  N a t i v e  c o m m u n i t y  w a s  
r e p r e s e n t e d  o n  t h e  o c c a s io n .  T h e r e  w a s  a l s o  a  f a i r  s p r i n k l i n g  
of E u r o p e a n s .  T h e  p r o c e e d i n g s  w e r e  c o n d u c t e d  w i t h  a n  
o r d e r l i n e s s ,  r a r e l y  m e t  w i t h  a t  o a r  p u b l i c  g a t h e r i n g s .  A m o n g  
t h o s e  p r e s e n t  w e  n o t i c e d  R a j a h  N a r e n d r a  K r i s h n a  B a h a d u r ,
0 .  C .  D u t t ,  E s q . ,  B a b u  K u n j a  L a l  B a n n e r j i ,  R a i  B a h a d u r ,  
B a b u  A n n a d a  P r o s a d  B a n n e r j i ,  R a i  B a h a d u r ,  B a b u  S r i s h  
C h u n d e r  C h o w d h r y ,  B a b u  Nuft'er C h u n d e r  B h u t t o ,  R a i  
B a h a d u r ,  B a b u  N a b i n  C h a n d  B u r a l ,  B a b u  A m a r o n d r a  N a t h  
C h a t t e r j i ,  B a b u  M o h i n i  M o h u n  R o y ,  P u n d i t  J i b a n a n d a  V i -  
d y a s a g a r ,  B .  A . ,  R e v .  J .  J .  P o o l e ,  Babu J o g e n d r o  C h u n d c r  
G h o s h ,  K u m a r  D a k h i n e s w a r  M a l i a h ,  M r .  J .  G h o s a l ,  B a b u  
D i j e n d r a  N a t h  T a g o r e ,  B a b u  N o r o n d r o  N a t h  S e n ,  B a b u  
D e b e n d e r  C h u n d e r  G h o s h ,  B a b u  M o h i n i  M o h u n  C h a t t e r j i ,  
R e v .  J .  E .  P a y n e ,  B a b u  K i s s o r y  M o h u n  R o y ,  B a b u  J o g g c s l i  
P r o k a s h  G a n g u l y ,  B a b u  N i l  K o m u l  M u k e r j i ,  B a b u  B a i k u n -  
t h a  N a t h  B o s e ,  B a b u  S r i n a t h  T a g o r e ,  B a b u  N ursing C h u n d e r  
D u t t ,  M r .  H .  A n d r e w s ,  B a b u  I s s e n  C h u n d e r  M u k e r j i ,  B a b u  
J a d u b  C l i u n d e r  G o s s a m i ,  B a b u  M u k u n d a  D e b  M u k e r j i ,  B a b u  
D i g u m b e r  M o i t r a ,  L a l a  D e b  P r o s a d ,  B a b u  T r a i l a k y a  N a t h  
B i s w a s ,  B a b u  P r i y a  N a t h  M u l l i c k ,  D r .  S a l z e r ,  R e v .  P .  A .  
S m i t h ,  M r .  W .  R .  S m i t h ,  a n d  M r .  W o l l e r t o n .

C o l o n e l  O l c o t t ,  P r c s i d e n t - F o u n d c r  o f  t h e  P a r e n t  S o c i e t y ,  
t o o k  t h e  c h a i r .  T h e  p r o c e e d i n g s  w e r e  o p e n e d  w i t h  a  b e a u t i ­
f u l  s o n g  b y  s o m e  o f  t h e  a b l e s t  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  B e n g a l  
P h i l h a r m o n i c  A c a d e m y ,  w h o  w e r e  k i n d l y  d e p u t e d  b y  R a j a h  
S o u r e n d r o  M o h u n  T a g o r e ,  M u s .  D o e ,  C .  I .  E .  a n d  F .  T .  S .

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  l e t t e r  f r o m  B abu  P eary  Chand M it tr a ,  t h e  
v e n e r a t e d  o u t - g o i n g  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  B e n g a l  T h e o s o p h i c a l  
S o c i e t y ,  w a s  r e a d  :—  •

C alcutta ,  The 21 st May 1 8 8 3 .
To C ol. H. S. O lc o t t .

M y  d e a r  B r o t h e r , — T h e  s e v e r e  s i c k n e s s  w h i c h  c o n f i n e s  m e  
to  b e d ,  w i l l ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  p r e v e n t  m y  p e r s o n a l  a t t e n d a n c e  a t  t h e  
t i r s t  a n n i v e r s a r y  c e l e b r a t i o n  o f  o u r  B e n g a l  T h e o s o p h i c a l  
S o c i c t y .  B u t ,  a s  y o u  k n o w ,  a n d  a s  t h e  t e s t i m o n y  o f  a  l i f e ’s 
s t u d i e s  a n d  w r i t i n g s  p r o v e ,  m y  s p i r i t  i s  p r e s e n t  w i t h  y o u  a n d  
a l l  w h o  w o r k  f o r  t h e  m o r a l  r e g e n e r a t i o n  o f  h u m a n i t y ,  a n d  
t h o  s p r e a d  o f  s p i r i t u a l  t r u t h .  H a d  I  n o t  s o  f u l l  a  k n o w l e d g e  
o f  t h e  b l e s s e d  a c t i v i t i e s  w h i e h  a w a i t  m a n  b e y o n d  t h e  V a l l e y  
o f  t l i e  S h a d o w ,  I  c o u l d  n o t ,  w i t h o u t  a  p a n g ,  f a c e  t h e  c o n t i n ­
g e n c y  t h a t  m y  l a m p  is  f l i c k e r i n g  i n  i t s  s o c k e t  a t  t h e  v e r y  t i m e  
w h e n  y o u  a r e  b e g i n n i n g  y o u r  T h e o s o p h i c a l  w o r k  i n  I n d i a .  
W i t h  a l l  t h e  a r d o u r  o f  p e r f e c t  s y m p a t h y ,  w o u l d  I  h a v e  r e j o i ­
ced  to  t a k e  a  p a r t  i n  t h a t  w o r k ,  a n d ,  i f  i t  b o  t r u e ,  a s  I  k n o w  
i t  is ,  t h a t  t h o u g h  d e a d  i n  t h e  b o d y ,  m a n ’s s p i r i t  m a y  s t i l l  
s h a r e  i n  t h e  l a b o r s  h e  l o v e d ,  t h e n  b e l i e v e  m e ,  d e a r  B r o t h e r ,  
t h a t  t h o u g h  c o r p o r e a l l y  s e p a r a t e d  f r o m  y o u ,  m y  s o u l  s h a l l  
s t i l l  b e  w i t h  y o u  i n  a l l  h o l y  d e s i r e s ,  a s p i r a t i o n s ,  a n d  g o o d  
w o r k s ,  t o  t h e  e n d .  S o  m a y  G o d  g i v e  u s  t h e  t r u e  l i g h t  f o r  
w h i c h  w e  s e e k ,  a n d  t h e  d e s i r e  t o  m a k e  o u r  l i v e s ,  w h e t h e r  
l o n g  o r  s h o r t ,  b u t  a n  o c c a s i o n  t o  p e r f e c t  o u r s e l v e s  i n  h o l i n e s s  
a n d  w i s d o m .

Y o u r s  a f f e c t i o n a t e l y ,
P eaky C iiand M ittra,

L e t t e r s  w e r e  a l s o  r e a d  f r o m  R a j a h  R a j e n d r a  N a r a y a n  D e b  
B a h a d u r ,  R a j a h  S y a m a  S a n k e r  R o y  B a h a d u r ,  a u d  P r i n c e  
J e h a n  K a d i r . — al l  F e l l o w s  o f  t h e  P a r e n t  T .  S .

Babo Mohini Mohdn C h attek j i ,  t h e  A s s i s t a n t  S e c r e t a r y  
t o  t h e  B e n g a l  T h e o s o p h i c a l  S o c i e t y ,  t h e n  r e a d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  
a u n u a l  r e p o r t  o f  t h e  S o c i e t y  :— ■ -

“  I n  t h e  y e a r  1 8 7 5 ,  a  s m a l l  b u t  d e v o t e d  b a n d  o f  v e r y  
r e m a r k a b l e  p e r s o n s  w e r e  b r o u g h t  t o g e t h e r  i n  N e w  Y o r k  f o r  
p l i i l a n t h r o p h i c  p u r p o s e s  a n d  s c i e n t i f i c  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s .  T h o  
T h e o s o p h i c a l  S o c i c t y  o w e s  i t s  o r i g i n  t o  t h e  u n i o n  o f  t h o s e  
g o o d  m e n .  T h e  f i r s t  r e g u l a r  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  S o c i e t y  w a s  h e l d  
a t  N e w  Y o r k  o n  t h o  1 7 t h  N o v e m b e r  o f  t h a t  y e a r .  I n  t h a  
f o u r t h  y e a r  o f  i t s  e x i s t e n c e ,  t h o  T h c o s o p h i c a l  S o c i e t y  t r a n s ­
f e r r e d  i t s  f ie ld  o f  o p e r a t i o n  t o  I n d i a ,  a n d  f ix e d  i t s  h e a d - q u a r ­
t e r s  a t  B o m b a y .  That t h e  F o u n d e r s  o f  t h e  S o c i e t y  s h o u l d ,  i n  
a  s t r a n g e  l a u d ,  h a v e  t o  c o n t e n d  a g a i n s t  o p p o s i t i o n  a r i s i n g  
o u t  o f  t h e  b a s e n e s s  o f  f a l s e  f r i e n d s  f r o m  w i t h i n  a n d  t h e  s u s ­
p i c i o n  a u d  j e a l o u s y  o f  e n e m i e s  f r o m  w i t h o u t ,  w a s  p e r f e c t l y  
n a t u r a l .  I t  is  n o  w o n d e r ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h a t  t h e  e a r l y  h i s t o r y  o f  
t h e  S o c i e t y  in  t h i s  c o u n t r y  w a s  o n e  o f  s t r a g g l e s — s t r u g g l e s ,  
t h e  n a t u r e  o f  w h i c h  o n l y  t h o s e  w h o  a r e  i n t i m a t e l y  a s s o c i a t e d  
w i t h  t h e  w o r k  o f  t h e  S o c i e t y  w i l l  f u l l y  a p p r e c i a t e .  H a r d  
f i g h t s  h a d  t o  b e  f o u g h t ,  s t u b b o r n  o b s t a c l e s  h a d  t o  b e  r e m o v e d  
a n d  p e r s i s t e n t  o p p o s i t i o n  b o r n e  d o w n  to  o b t a i n  a  f o o t - h o l d .  
B u t  t h e  s t o u t  h e a r t s  w h i c h  a n i m a t e d  t h e  S o c i e t y ,  f o u g h t  t h a  
b t t u l e  m a n f u l l y ,  a n d  a c h i e v e d  a  d e c i s i v e  v i c t o r y .  T h e  S o c i e t y  
c o m m e n c i n g  i t s  w o r k  i n  t h e  B o m b a y  P r e s i d e n c y ,  s o o n  s p r e a d  
o v e r  t h e  P u n j a b  a n d  U p p e r  I n d i a .  B e n g a l ,  h o w e v e r ,  w a s  f o r  
a  l o n g  t i m e  l e f t  o u t  in  t h e  c o ld .  W h e n  t h e  F o u n d e r s  v i s i t e d  
t h i s  c i t y  i n  A p r i l  1 8 8 2 ,  t h e r e  w a s  in  B e n g a l  b u t  o n e  B r a n c h  
T h e o s o p h i c a l  S o c i e t y ,  j u s t  s t r u g g l i n g  i n t o  l i g h t  a t  B e r h a m ­
p o r e .  B u t  i n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  o n e  s h o r t  y e a r  t h e  w h o l e  P r o v i n c a  
f r o m  D a r j i l i n g  t o  M i d n a p o r e  a n d  D a c c a  t o  D u m r a o n  is  d o t t e d  
o v e r  w i t h  B r a n c h  S o c i e t i e s ,  t o  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  2 5  a n d  e m b r a c ­
i n g  a  l a r g e  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  o u r  e d u c a t e d  c la s s e s .  T h e  s u c c e s s  
o f  t h e  S o c i c t y  i n  B e n g a l  is m a i n l y  d n e  t o  t h e  s t r e n g t h  o f  t h e  
b a s e  a t  C a l c u t t a ,  w h e r e  t h e  B r a n c h  S o c i e t y  i s  n u m e r i c a l l y  
s e c o n d  o n l y  t o  o n e  i n  t l i e  i s l a n d  o f  C e y lo n ,

“  T h e  B r a n c h  h e r e ,  a t  t h e  f i r s t  a n n i v e r s a r y  o f  w h i c h  w e  a r a  
n o w  e x c h a n g i n g  f e l i c i t a t i o n s ,  w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  o n  t h e  1 7 t h  o f  
A p r i l  l a s t  y e a r ,  b y  t h e  e x e r t i o n s  c h ie f ly  o f  B a b u s  P e a r y  C h a n d  
M i t t r a  a n d  N o r o n d r o  N a t h  S e n ,  w h o  w o r t h i l y  c o - o p e r a t e d  
w i t h  C o lo n e l  O l c o t t ,  t h e  P r e s i d e n t - F o u n d e r .  T h e  o r i g i n  o f  
t h e  S o c i e t y  is  d i r e c t l y  t r a c e a b l e  t o  t h o  l e c t u r e ,  d e l i v e r e d  b y  
C o l o n e l  O l c o t t  l a s t  y e a r  a t  t h i s  H a l l ,  T h e  t i m e  s e e m e d  t o  b e  
r i p e  f o r  i t ,  a n d  a s  s o o n  a s  t h e  v i e w s  a n d  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  t h e  
S o c ie ty  b e c a m e  k n o w n  t h r o u g h  t h o  m e d i u m  o f  t h a t  l e c t u r e ,  
n u m b e r s  b e g a n  t o  f lo c k  t o  t h e  s t a n d a r d  o f  T h e o s o p h y .  T h e  
B e n g a l  T h e o s o p h i c a l  S o c i e t y  h a s  p u b l i s h e d  t h i s  l e c t u r e ,  a n d  
h a s  a l r e a d y  d i s t r i b u t e d  s o m a  3 ,0 0 0  c o p i e s ,  b u t  s t i l l  t h e r e  is  a  
l a r g e  a u d  g r o w i n g  d e m a n d  f o r  i t  i n  d i f f e r e n t  p a r t s  o f  t h o  
c o u n t r y .

“  T h e  S o c i e t y ,  d u r i n g  t h e  y e a r ,  m e t  e v e r y  f o r t n i g h t ,  a t  N o .
2 , B r i t i s h  I m l i a n  S t r e e t ,  C a l c u t t a .  M a n y  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  m e e t ­
i n g s  w e re  a l s o  h e l d .  S e v e r a l  v e r y  i n t e r e s t i n g  l e c t u r e s  w e ro  
d e l i v e r e d  a t  t h o s e  m e e t i n g s ,  a m o n g  w h i c h  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  a r o  
s p e c i a l l y  w o r t h y  o f  n o t e  :—

“ 1. On the Spiritual Training ■prevalent in Ancient India, 
and the present state of Sanslcrit learning in the country. B y  
P u u d i t  S a t y a b r a t a  S a m s r a m i .



“ 2 .  A  se r ie s  o f  lec tu res  on  V e d a n ta  a n d  Y ^ g a  P h i lo s o p h y .  
B y  P u n d i t  K e c la r  N a t l i  V i d y a v i n o d  n f  B e n a r e s .

“  3. A  se r ie s  o f  lec tu res o n  V e d a n ta  a n d  Y o g a  H y  P u n d i t  
A d v a y a n a t i d u  G o s s a m i ,  f o r  s o m e  t.ini-* 1’u n d i t o f  t h o  S o c i e ty .

“  E x p e r i m e n t s  w e re  a l s o  t r i e d  a t  t h e  m e e t i n g s  o n  M e s m e r ­
i s m ,  P s y c h o m e t r y ,  a n d  o t h e r  c o g n a t e  s u b j e c t s  w i th  s o m e  s u c ­
c e s s .  T h e  I ' r e s i d e n t - F o u n d e r ,  b e s i d e s  t h e  th r e w  p u b l i c  le c ­
t u r e s  d e l i v e r e d  a t  t h e  T o w n  H a l l ,  g a v e  p r a c t i c a l  l e s s o n s  
o n  M e s m e r i s m  a s  a  h e a l i n g  a r t  to  t h o  m e m b e r s  o f  t h o  
S o c i e t y ,  s o m e  o f  w h o m ,  w e  a r e  g l a d  t o  s a y ,  a r e  b e i n n -  
l i i n g  t o  a c q u i r e  t h a t  p o w e r  o f  h e a l i n g  b y  M e s m e r i s m  w h i c h  
C o l o n e l  O l c o t t  d u r i n g  h i s  P r e s i d e n t i a l  t o u r  i n  B e n g a l  n n d  
13ehnr, h a s  e x e r c i s e d  f o r  t h o  b e n e f i t  o f  n e a r l y  I?,0 0 0  p e r s o n s .

“ A  S u n d a y  S c h o o l  w a s  o p e n e d  o u  M a r c h  11 ,  u n d e r  t h e  
a u s p i c e s  o f  t h e  T h e o s o p h i c a l  S o c i e t y ,  f o r  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n  o f  
H i n d u  b o y s  in  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  t h e i r  f a i t h .  I t  b e g a n  w i t h  17 
s t u d e n t s ,  b u t  t h e i r  n u m b e r s  h a v e  s i n c e  i n c r e a s e d  to  4 2 .  T h e  
s t u d e n t s  t o o k  v e r y  g r e a t  i n t e r e s t  in  t h e i r  r e l i g i o u s  s t u d i e s ,  a s  
i s  w i t n e s s e d  by  t h e  a v e r a g e  a t t e n d a n c e  o f  2 7  o n  e a c h  w o r k i n g  
d a y .  T h o s e  w h o  h a d  v i s i t e d  t h e  sc h o o l ,  s p o k e  o f  i t  in  t e r m s  
o f  p r a i s e .  W e  v e n t u r e  to  e n t e r t a i n  g r e a t  e x p e c t a t i o n s  o f  i t  
i n  t h e  f u t u r o .  I t  is to  b e  s i n c e r e l y  h o p e d  t h a t  s i m i l a r  i n s t i ­
t u t i o n s  w o u l d  m u l t i p l y  a l l  o v e r  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  a n d  i n s p i r e  o u r  
r i s i n g  g e n e r a t i o n  w i t h  s u c h  lo f ty  m o r a l  n o t i o n s ,  a n d  v e n e r ­
a t i o n  f o r  t h e  p a s t  g l o r i e s  o f  t h e i r  a n c e s t o r s  a s  m a y  e f f e c t u a l l y  
s t e m  t h e  t i d e  o f  n a t i o n a l  d e g e n e r a t i o n  a n d  m o r a l  d e g r a d a t i o n ,  
w h e n c e  a l l  o n r  w oe .

“  T h e  f in a n c ia l  p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  S o c i e t y  d a r i n g  t h e  y e a r  w a s  
q u i t e  s a t i s f a c t o r y .  I t  m u s t  n o t  b e  o m i t t e d  to  bo  m e n t i o n e d  
t h a t  i n  o n o  r e s p e c t  o u r  B r a n c h  w a s  e x c e p t i o n a l l y  f o r t u n a t e .  
D u r i n g  t h e  y e a r  M a d a m e  B l a v a t s k y  v i s i t e d  t h i s  c i t y  t w i c e ,  
a n d  C o lo n e l  O l o o t t  is  s t i l l  a m o n g s t  u s  o n  h is  s e c o n d  v i s i t .  T o  
t h i s  f a c t  t l i e  a c t i v i t y  o f  o u r  B r a n c h  is  m a i n l y  d u e .

“  W o  t a k e  t h i s  o p p o r t u n i t y  to  p u b l i c l y  p l a c e  u p o n  r e c o r d  
o u r  s e n s e  o f  o b l i g a t i o n  t o  M a h a r a j a h  S i r  J o t e n d r a  M o h n n  
T a g o r e ,  K .  C S .  I . ,  a n d  l i i s  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  b r o t h e r ,  f o r  t h e  
g e n e r o u s  h o s p i t a l i t y  t h e y  h a v e  s h o w n  to  t h e  F o u n d e r s  a n d  to  
s u c h  o t h e r  f r i e n d s  w h o  h a v e  t a k e n  a  k i n d l y  i n t e r e s t  iu  t h e  
T h e o s o p h i c a l  m o v e m e n t  m  B e n g a l . ”

B a b u  N o r e n d k o  N a t i i  S u n ,  K d i t o r  o f  t h e  I n d i a n  M ir r o r ,  
( 1 s t  pro tean  o f  t h e  B .  T .  S . )  t h e n  r o s e  a n d  s a i d  : —

G e n t l e m e n , — I t  a f f o r d s  m e  p e c u l i a r  p l e a s u r e  to  b e  a b l e  to  
Bee t h e  f i r s t  a n n i v e r s a r y  o f  t h e  l i e n g a l  T h e o s o p h i c a l  S o c i e t y  
c e l e b r a t e d  t h i s  d a y ,  a s  I h a v e  a l w a y s  t a k e n  a, d e e p  i n t e r e s t  
i n  l o c a l i s i n g  a  m o v e m e n t  w h i c h ,  1 b e l i e v e ,  is  c a l c u l a t e d  to  do 
t h e  g r e a t e s t  g o o d  t o  I n d i a .  I  t o o k  a n  a c t i v e  p a r t  i n  i t s  f o u n ­
d a t i o n ,  a n d  I  a m  g l a d  t o  see  t h a t  b y  i t s  i n f lu e n c e ,  m a n y  o t h e r  
B r a n c h e s  h a r e  s p r u n g  u p  f a s t  in  B e n g a l  a n d  in  B e h a r .  T h e  
n u m b e r  o f  t h e s e  B r a n c h e s ,  I  b e l io v e ,  e x c e e d s  t h a t  o f  t.ho 
B r a n c h e s  i n  a n y  o t h e r  P r e s i d e n c y  o r  P r o v i n c e  o f  t h e  E m p i r e .  
O u r  B r a n c h  c o m p r i s e s  130  m e m b e r s ,  t h e  l a r g e s t  n u m b e r  p r o ­
b a b l y  p o s s e s s e d  b y  a n y  B r a n c h  i n  I n d i a ,  n e x t  to  t h o  C e y lo n  
B r a n c h .  C o lo n e l  O l c o t t  h a s  j u s t  r e t u r n e d  f r o m  a n  e x t e n s i v e  
c o u r s o  o f  t o u r s  iu  d i f f e r e n t  p a r t s  o f  B e n g a l  a n d  B e h a r  ; a n d  
t h e  i n t e r e s t  c r e a t e d  b y  h i m ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t l i e  l a t t e r  P r o v i n c e ,  
w a s  so  g r o a t  t h a t  T h e o s o p h y  h a d  b e c o m e  t h o  s t a p l e  t o p i c  o f  
c o n v e r s a t i o n  a m o n g  t l ie  p e o p l e ,  a n d  t h e  e x c i t e m e n t ,  c a u s e d  
b y  t h e  N a t i v e  J u r i s d i c t i o n  Bill , h a d  d s v i n d l e d  i n t o  i n s i g n i f i ­
c a n c e — a t  l e a s t  so  i t  w a s  s t a t e d  b y  t h e  l e a d i n g  B a n k i p o r e  
p a p e r — ; n  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  t h o  g r e a t  T h e o s o p h i c a l  m o v e m e n t  
w h i c h  h e  h a d  h e l p o d  i n  s t a r t i n g  a m o n g  a l l  t h o  e d u c a t e d  c la s s e s .  
I  h o p e  t h a t  t h e  t i m e  i s  n o t  f a r  d i s t a n t  w l i o n  e v e r y  t o w n  
a n d  v i l l a g e  o f  I n d i a  w i l l  l i a v e  a  T h e o s o p h i c a l  S o c i e t y ,  a n d  
w h e n  b o t h  E u r o p e a n s  a u d  N a t i v e s  w i l l  b e  i n d u c e d  t o  t a k e  a n  
i n t e r e s t  in  T h e o s o p h y .  F o r  T h e o s o p h y  s h o u l d  b e  a  s u b j e c t  
o f  a s  m u c h  i m p o r t a n c e  t o  t h e  N a t i v e s  a s  t o  t h e  E u r o p e a n s .  
C o n s i d e r i n g  a l l  t h e  s i g n s  o f  t h e  t i m e s ,  T h e o s o p h y  is  s u r e  t o  
m a k e  h e a d  in  I n d i a ,  a s  in  E u r o p e  a n d  i n  A m e r i c a .  T h e  e s t a b ­
l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  P s y c h i c  K e s e a r c h  S o c i e t y ,  o f  w h i c h  
8 0  m a n y  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  m o d e r n  s a v a n ts  a n d  s c i e n t i s t s  a r e  
m e m b e r s ,  t h e  i n t e r e s t  t h a t  h a s  b e g u n  to  b e  t a k e n  i n  t h e  o c ­
c u l t  s c i e n o e s  i n  G r e a t  B r i t a i n ,  t h e  r e v i v a l  o f  t h e  s t u d y  o f  t h e  
a n c i e n t  l i t e r a t u r e  a n d  s c i e n c e  o f  I n d i a  a m o n g  t h e  I n d i a n  
races, a n d  t h e  r e s e a r c h e s  t h a t  a r e  b e i n g  m a d e  i n  I n d i a  a n d  
in  E u r o p e  i n t o  t h e  t r u t h s  o f  t h e  H i n d n  S h a s tr a s ,  a r e  c l e a r  
i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  t h e  g r o u n d  i s  b e i n g  m a d e  r e a d y  f o r  t h e  
c u l t i v a t i o n  o f  T h e o s o p h y .  T h e r e  is  a  s i m u l t a n e o u s  w a v e  o f  
i n t e r e s t  s p r e a d i n g  o v e r  I n d i a ,  E u r o p e ,  a n d  A m e r i c a  i n  r e s p e c t  
t o  t h i s  n e w  s c i e n c e ,  w h i c h  m a y  b e  c a l l e d  t h e  S c i e n o e  o f  S c i ­
e n c e s .  T h e  B r i t i s h  T h e o s o p h i c a l  S o o i e t y  i n  L o n d o n  is  n o t  t h o  
l e a s t  i n t e r e s t i n g  B r a n c h  o f  t h e  P a r e n t  S o c i e t y .  T o  q u o t e  i t3  
r u l e s ,  i t  is  “  f o u n d e d  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  d i s c o v e r i n g  t h e  n a t u r o  
a n d  p o w e r s  o f  t h e  h u m a n  s o u l  a n d  s p i r i t  b y  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a n d

e x p e r i m e n t . ”  I t s  o b j e c t  is  “  to  i n c r e a s e  t h e  a m o u n t  o f  h u m a n  
h e a l t h ,  g o o d n e s s ,  k n o w l e d g e ,  w i s d o m ,  a n d  h a p p i n e s s . ”  T h e  
F e l l o w s  o f  t h e  S o c i e t y  “  p l e d g e  t h e m s e l v e s  to  e n d e a v o u r ,  to  
t h e  b e s t  o f  t h e i r  p o w e r s ,  to  l i v e  a  l i fe  o f  t e m p e r a n c e ,  t r n t b ,  
p u r i t y ,  » n d  b r o t h e r l y  l o v e . ”  T h e  S o c i e ty  t e a c h e s  t h a t  “ m a n  
is a  t r i u n e  b e i n g  o f  b o d y ,  s o u l ,  a n d  s p i r i t ,  a n d  tliat,  i t  is  h is  
d u t y  t o  b i i n g  h i s  f o o d  u n d e r  s u b j e c t i o n  to  t h e  wil l  o f  G o d ,  
a n d  t h o s e  o n l y  w h o  a r e  so  i n c l i n e d  to  b e l i e v e  a r e  s u i t a b l e  
m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  S o c i e t y , ”  T h e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  T h e o ­
s o p h i c a l  S o c i e t y  b e l i e v e  t h a t  “  a  d i e t  e x c l u d i n g  a l c o h o l  a n d  
t h "  f lesh  o f  a n i m a l s  i s  m o s t  a d v a n t a g e o u s  t o  a  T h e o s o p h i s t ’s 
c u l t u r e / ’ b u t  t h e y  s a y  t h a t  “  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  d i e t  is  m o d i f i e d  
b y . c l i m a t e  a n d  c o n s t i t u t i o n . ”  A g a i n ,  w o  a r o  t o ld  :— “  A s  
t h e  b o d y  i s  p e r p e t u a l l y  d e c a y i n g  a n d  b e i n g  r e b u i l t ,  i f  t h e
p r o p e r  f o o d  o n l y  is  t a k e n ........................... , t h e n  t h e  b o d y  w il l
g r a d u a l l y ,  in  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  y e a r s ,  f r e e  i t s e l f  f r o m  d i s e a s e ,  a n d  
s o  b e c o m e  a  p u r e r  t e m p l e  f o r  t h e  H o l y  S p i r i t .  B r i t i s h  
T h e o s o p h y  t h u s  t e a c h e s  t h a t  t h e  r e g e n e r a t i o n  of  s o u l  n n d  
b o d y  is a  p r o g r e s s i v e  w o r k  ; ‘ f i r s t  t h e  b l a d e  ; t h e n  t h e  e a r  ; 
t h e n  t h e  fu l l  c o r n  in t h e  e a r ; ’ t h e  h i g h e s t  a i m  n n d  h o p e  b e ­
i n g  to  l o v e  a n d  k n o w  G o d  ; a n d  t h u s  b e c o m e  a  s o n  o f  G o d  
i n  r e a l i t y . ”  I  b e l i e v e  t h a t  s o m e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  T h e o ­
s o p h i c a l  S o c i e t y  a r e  p r a c t i s i n g  v e g e t a r i a n i s m ,  w h i c h  is b e i n g  
a d o p t e d  a l s o  b y  m a n y  in  E u r o p e  a u d  A m e r i c a ,  w h o  a r e  o t h e r  
t h a u  T h e o s o p h i s t s .  1 k n o w  a l s o  o f  E u r o p e a n  l a d i e s  a n d  g e n ­
t l e m e n  in  In d ia . ,  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  T h e o s o p h i c a l  S o c i e t y ,  w h o  
h a v e  t a k e n  to  t h e  s a m e  p r a c t i c e ,  a n d  o f  o t h e r s  w h o  a r e  t r y i n g  
t o  t a k e  t o  i t .  T h e  p r o g r e s s  o f  v e g e t a r i a n i s m  a n d  t h e  s i m u l ­
t a n e o u s  a d o p t i o n  i n  E u r o p e  a n d  A m e r i c a  o f  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  
c r e m a t i o n , — b o t h  c u s t o m s  o f  t h e  a n c i e n t  H i n d u s , — s h o w  t h a t  
t h e  w h i t e  r a c e s  a r e  g r a d u a l l y  b e c o m i n g  H i n d n i z e d .  I t  is a  
w e l l - k n o w n  fnct.  t h a t  t h e  w o r l d  m o v e s  i u  c y c l e s  ; a n d  i t  is 
c l c a r  t h a t  w e  a r e  n o w  e n t e r i n g  u p o n  a  n e w  c y c l e  w h i c h  
p r o m i s e s  to  b r i n g  a  r e v i v a l  o f  o u r  a n c i e n t  l i t e r a t u r e ,  a n d  
s c i e n c e ,  a n d  o f  o i l :1 a n c i e n t  c u s t o m s ,  m o d i f i e d ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  b y  
t h e  s p i r i t  o f  t h e  a g e .  T h e  t r u t h  o f  w l r a t  I  s a y  w i l l  be  p r o v e d ,  
a s  t i m e  p a s s e s  o n .  I  d o  u o t  w i s h  a n  i n c r e d u l o u s  p u b l i c  to  
a c c e p t  f o r  t r u t h  w h a t e v o r  t h e  T h e o s o p h i c a l  S o c i e t y  a s s e r t s ; 
w h a t  w e  w a n t  i s  th a t ,  th e } ’ s h o u l d  w a t c h  t h e  e v e n t s  t h a t  a r e  
t r a n s p i r i n g  a r o u n d  t h e m ,  a n d  j u d g e  f o r  t h e m s e l v e s  b y  i n d e ­
p e n d e n t  a n d  u n p r e j u d i c e d  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w h e t h e r  t h e  f a c t s  
s t a t e d  a r e  r e a l l y  t r u e  o r  n o t ,  I  h a v o  n o  o b j e c t i o n  to  t h e i r  
l a u g h i n g  a t  w h a t  t h e  S o c i e t y  t e a c h e s  ; b u t  I  s h o n l d  l i k e  t h e m  
t o  l a u g h  a f t e r  t h e y  h a v e  t e s t e d  t h e  t r u t h  o f  t h e  f a c t s  w h i e h  
t h e y  n o w  d o u b t  w i t h o u t  a n y  p r e v i o u s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  c o n s i ­
d e r a t i o n .  T h i s  N i n e t e e n t h  C e n t u r y  i s  p r e - e m i n e n t l y  a n  a g o  
o f  s c e p t i c i s m  ; f o r  p e o p l e  a r e  r e a d y  e n o u g h  t o  b e l i e v e  in 
t h i n g s  w h i c h  a r e  n o t  t r u e ,  w h i l e  t h e y  w i t h h o l d  b e l i e f  f r o m  
t h i n g s  w h i c h  a r e  t r u e .  I f  o n l y  t w e n t y - f i v e  y e a r s  a g o  a n y  
m a n  h a d  s p o k e n  o f  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  c o n s t r u c t i n g  a n d  u s i n g  
t h e  t e l e p h o n e ,  i n v e n t e d  by  M r .  E d i s o n ,  h i m s e l f  a  T h e o s o p h i s t ,  
a s  a  m e a n s  o f  e a s y  a n d  r a p i d  c o m m u n i c a t i o n ,  l ie w o u l d  c e r ­
t a i n l y  h a v e  b e e n  p n t  d o w n  a s  a n  i d i o t  o r  a  l u n a t i c .  B u t  h e r e  
w e  h a v e  t h e  t e l e p h o n e  a c t u a l l y  a t  w o r k  a m o n g  u s .  M o d e r n  
s c i e n c e ,  w h ic h  h a s  m a d e  so  m a n y  d i s c o v e r i e s ,  is  s t i l l  i n  i t s  
i n f a n c y ,  a n d  w h i l e  i t  h a s  u n e a r t h e d  so  m a n y  s e c r e t s  o f  n a t u r e ,  
i t  h a s  s t i l l  t o  f in d  o u t  t h e  l a t e n t  p o w e r s  o f  m a n ,  w h o s e  n a t u r o  
a n d  a t t r i b u t e s  a r e  s t i l l  a  m y s t e r y  t o  t h e  p r o f o u u d e s t  h u m a n  
w i s d o m .  I  a m  c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  a l l  w h o  j o i n  t h o  T h e o s o p h i c a l  
S o c i e t y  w i l l  f in d  a  n e w  w o r l d  o p e n i n g  b e f o r e  a n d  a r o u n d  t h e m ,  
t e e m i n g  w i t h  w o n d e r s ,  p e r h a p s ,  t h e  h u m a n  m i n d  h a s  n o w  no  
i d e a  of .  W e  c o n s i d e r  t h o  p o w e r  o f  s t e a m ,  e l e c t r i c  t e l e g r a p h ,  
a n d  t h e  t e l e p h o n e  a s  m a r v e l s  o f  m o d e r n  s c i e n c e  ; b u t  t h e y  a ro  
s i m p l y  t h o  c r u d e  d e v e l o p m e n t s  o f  p o w e r s  w h i c h  a r e  s t i l l  t o  
b e  m a n i f e s t e d  in  t h e i r  f u l n e s s  a n d  m a t u r i t y .  T h o u g h  p e o p le  
m a y  n o t  b e l io v e  i t ,  I  s h a l l  n o t  s h r i n k  f r o m  a s s e r t i n g  t h a t  I  
h a v e  m y s e l f  s e e n  u n m i s t a k a b l e  e v i d e n c e s  o f  p s y c h o l o g ic a l  
t e l e g r a p h y .  W h e n  D r ,  E s d a i l e ,  3 6  y e a r s  a g o ,  b r o u g h t  t h e  
p r a c t i c e  o f  M e s m e r i s m  i n t o  t h e  a i d  o f  S u r g e r y  in C a l c u t ( a , t h e  
p u b l i c  a n d  t h e  m e d i c a l  p r o f e s s i o n ,  a s  C o l o n e l  O l c o t t  w i l l  p r o ­
b a b l y  t e l l  y o n ,  d o u b t e d  a n d  l a u g h e d  a t  M e s m e r i s m  a s  a n  i m ­
p o s s i b i l i t y .  A n d  y e t  M e s m e r i s m  is  a n  u n d o u b t e d  f a c t ,  w h i c h  
n o  s a n e  m a n  c a n  d i s b e l i e v e .  M o d e r n  s c i e n c e ,  s u c h  a s  i t  i s ,  
is  m e r e  c h i l d ’s p l a y  c o m p a r e d  w i t h  t h e  s c i e n c e  w h i c h  h a s  
d i s c o v e r e d  a n d  i l l u s t r a t e d  t h e  l a t e n t  p o w e r s  o f  m a n .  A n d  i t  
i s  T h e o s o p h y  w h i c h  i s  a  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  t h e  s t u d y  o f  t h a t  
s c i e n c e ,  a n d ,  i n d e e d ,  t h e  s c i e n c e  i t s e l f .  W h a t  m a n  is  n o w  
c a p a b l e  o f  d o i n g ,  is  a s  n o t h i n g  to  w h a t  h e  w i l l  h e r e a f t e r  be 
a b l e  to  d o .  I f  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  a r e  c o n d u c t e d  in  
a  b e c o m i n g  s p i r i t ,  t r u t h  w i l l  a l w a y s  p r o v e  to  b e  s t r a n g e r  t h a n  
f i c t io n .  M o d e r n  6 c ie n c e ,  a s  f a r  a s  i t  is  s u p p o s e d  t o  h a v e  g o n e ,  
h a s ,  a s  y e t ,  f a i l e d  t o  d i s c o v e r  t h a t  t h e  i n f i n i t e  s p a c e  a r o u n d  
n s  w h i c h  we k n o w  as e t h e r ,  i s  p e o p l e d  by b e i n g s  c a l l e d  elo



m e n t a l s  a n d  e l e m e n t a r i e s  w h o  d i f f e r e n t l y  e x e r t  b e n i g n a n t  a n d  
m a l i g n a n t  i n f lu e n c e  o v e r  m a n k i n d .  T b e  id e a  is n o t  n e w .  I t
is  c e r t a i n l y  a s  o ld  a s  M i l t o n  w h o  g a v e  i t  f o r m  iu  h i s  g r e a t  
e p i c  : —

M ill io n s  o f  s p i r i t u a l  c r e a t u r e s  w a lk  t h e  e a r t h ,
U n s e e n ,  b o th  w h i le  w e  w a k e  a u d  w h ile  w e  s le e p .

I t  is  p r o b a b l y  a s  o ld  a s  t h e  f i r s t  g e n e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  h u m a n  
r a c e .  T h o  m ic r o s c o p e  b a s  d i s c o v e r e d  a n i m a l c u l e  in  w a t e r ;  b u t  
h u m a n  r e s e a r c h  l ias n o t  s u c c e e d e d  in  d i s c o v e r i n g  t h a t  w h i l e  
m o s t  a lo n e ,  w e  a r e  in a  c r o w d  o f  u n s e e n  b e i n g s  a n d  d i s e m b o ­
d i e d  s p i r i t s  w h o  w a t c h  a n d  a f f e c t  e v e r y  m o v e m e n t  o f  o u r  
b o d i e s — e v e r y  t h o u g h t  of  o u r  m i n d s .  I t  d o e s  u o t  s t a n d  to  
r e a s o n  t h a t  w h i l e  t h e  e a r t h  is t e e m i n g  w i t h  m e n  a n d  a n i m a l s ,  
a n d  t h e  w a t e r s  a r e  s w a r m i n g  w i t h  f ish  a n d  t h e  f i n n y  t r i b e ,  
t h e  a i r  a l o n e  s h o u l d  be  u n p e o p l e d .  I t  is w i t h  g r e a t  t r u t h  
t h a t  S h a k e s p e a r e  h a s  t o l d  u s :  —

T h e r e  a r e  m a n y  t h i n g s  i n  h e a v e n  a n d  e a r t h ,  H o r a t io ,
T h a t  a r e  u o t  d r o a u i t  o f  in  y o u r  p h i lo s o p h y .

I n d i a  is  t h e  w o n d e r - l a n d  o n  e a r t h ,  a s  t h e  c r a d l e  o f  t h e  
o c c u l t  s c i e n c e s  ; a n d  G r e a t  B r i t a i n  s h o u l d  be  p r o u d  o f  p o s s e s s ­
i n g  t h i s  c o u n t r y  a s  p a r t  o f  h e r  g r e a t  E m p i r e .  A n d  y e t  
E n g l i s h m e n  t a k e  n o t  t h e  l e a s t  t r o u b l o  o r  i n t e r e s t  in  s t u d y i n g  
t h e  a n c i c n t  l i t e r a t u r e  a n d  p h i l o s o p h y  of  t h e  H i n d u s .  I t  is a  
r e m a r k a b l e  f a c t  t h a t  w h i l e  I n d i a  h a s  b e e n  u n d e r  B r i t i s h  r u l o  
f o r  n e a r l y  a  c e n t u r y  a t i d - a - h a l f ,  t h e  r u l i n g  r a c e  k n o w  le s s  o f  
n s  a n d  p u r  i n s t i t u t i o n s  n o w  t h a n  a t  f i r s t .  T h e  A s i a t i c  S o c i e t y  
i n  B e n g a l ,  w h i c h  w a s  f o u n d e d  b y  S i r  W i l l i a m  J o n e s ,  r e n d e r ­
e d ,  u n d e r  h i s  a u s p i c e s ,  e x c e l l e n t  s e r v i c e  to  I n d i a  b y  s h o w i n g  
t h e  t r u e  v a l u e  o f  t h e  l e a r n i n g  a n d  w i s d o m  o f  t h o  a n c i e n t  
H i n d u s .  H a d  i t  b e e n  c o n d u c t e d  i u  t h e  s a m e  s p i r i t  in  w h i c h  
i t  o r i g i n a t e d ,  i t  w o u l d  h a v e  d o n e  m u c h  t o  m a k o  t h e  H i n d u  
c h a r a c t e r  m o r e  i n t e l l i g i b l e  to ,  a n d  b e t t e r  a p p r e c i a t e d  b y  o u r  
E u r o p e a n  f e l l o w - s u b j e c t s ,  a n d  i n d e e d ,  b y  t h e  E u r o p e a n  r a c e s  
g e n e r a l l y .  I t  is  m y  e a r n e s t  w i s h  t h a t  E u r o p e a n s  s h o u l d  
s t u d y  o u r  a n c i e n t  l i t e r a t u r e  a n d  s c i e n c e ;  a u d  i t  i s  b y  t h i s  
m e a n s  a l o n e  that-  w e  c a n  be  b e s t  u n d e r s t o o d .  T h e o s o p h y ,  iu  
r e c o m m e n d i n g  t h i s  s t u d y ,  p T o m is e s  to  bn m u s t  u s e fu l  to  t h i s  
c o u n t r y .  W h i l e  o u r  c o u n t r y m e n  s h o u l d ,  a s  a  m a t t e r  o f  c o u r s e ,  
j o i n  t h e  S o c i e t y ,  w o  s h o u l d  be g l a d  lo  se e  i t  d r a w  t o g e t h e r  a  
l a r g o  n u m b e r  o f  o u r  E u r o p e a n  f e l l o w - s u b j e c t s ,  w h o  w il l  t h u s  
b e  b r o u g h t ,  to  l e a r n  u n d  s t u d y  o u r  re : i l  c h a r a c t e r  a s  a  p e o p le ,  
a n d  t o  fee l  f o r  u s  t h a t  l i e a r t - f e l t  s y m p a t h y  w i t h  o u r  s e n t i ­
m e n t s  a n d  a s p i r a t i o n s  w h i c h  i s  so  n e c e s s a r y  t o  t h e  w e l f a r e  
a n d  p r o s p e r i t y  o f  t h i s  g r e a t  E m p i r e .  O f  c o u r s e ,  i t  w il l  be  
t o o  m u c h  fo r  a  l a r g e  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  t h e m  t o  m a s t e r  o u r  a n c i e n t  
l a n g u a g e  in  o r d e r  t o  s t u d y  o u r  a n c i e n t  l i t e r a t u r e  a n d  s c i e n c e ;  
b u t  E n g l i s h  t r a n s l a t i o n s  o f  t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  w o r k s  a r e  n o w  
b e i n g  m a d e ,  a n d  t h e s e  s h o u l d  bo re ; id  by  a l l  w h o  w i s h  to  
k n o w  t h e  p e o p l e  a m o n g  w h o m  t h e y  h a v e  c o m e  to  l iv e .  I t  is 
t o  b e  r e g r e t t e d  t h a t  w h i l e  t h e y  h a v o  d o n e  m u c h ,  a n d  a r o  
d o i n g  m o r o  to  d e v e l o p  t h e  m a t e r i a l  r e s o u r c e s  o f  I n d i a ,  t h e y  
h a v e  h a r d l y  d o n e  a n y t h i n g  t o  e x p l o r e  a n d  u t i l i z e  i t s  i n t e l l e c ­
t u a l  a n d  m o r a l  t r e a s u r e s .  T h o  b e s t  f e a t u r e  o f  T h e o s o p h y  is 
t h a t  i t  i n c u l c a t e s  t h o  s p i r i t  o f  U n i v e r s a l  b r o t h e r h o o d  a m o n g  
m e n ,  a s  f o r m i n g  p a r t  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s a l  L i f e  ; a u d  i f  i t s  p r e ­
c e p t s  a r o  s t r i c t l y  a n d  s i n c e r e l y  a c t e d  u p o n ,  t h o  b o n d s  o f  s y m ­
p a t h y  b e t w e e n  d i f f e r e n t  r a c e s  w i l l  bo d r a w n  t o g e t h e r  m o r e  
c l o s e l y  a n d  i n s e p a r a b l y ,  a n d  m a n  w i l l  fee l  f o r  m a n  us h e  
s h o u l d  d o ,  w i t h o u t  t h i n k i n g  o f  c o l o r ,  c r e e d  o r  c a s t e ,  b u t  
k n o w i n g  a n d  b e l i e v i n g  t h a t  t h e y  a r o  a l i k e  t n e  c r e a t u r e s  o f  
( Jo d ,  a f t e r  w h o s e  i m a g e  m a n  h a s  b e e n  m a d e .  E v e r y  m a n ,  a s  
e v o r y  o t h o r  b e in g ,  f o r m s  a n  i n t e g r a l  p a r t  o f  t h a t  U n i v e r s a l  
L i f e  w h i c h  p e r v a d e s  a n d  a n i m a t e s  t h e  w h o l e  c r e a t i o n  ; a n d  
in  s e e k i n g  to  i n j u r e  e a c h  o t h e r ,  w o  o n l y  o f fe r  v io l e n c e  t o  t h a t  
l i fe  w h i c h  is  t h e  l i fe  o f  t h e  w o r l d .  I t  is h a r d l y  n e c e s s a r y  t o  
s a y  t h a t  n o  d i s t i n c t i o n s  o f  r a c e  c a n  p o s s i b l y  b e  m a d e  in  t h e  
f u t u r e  w o r l d  ; a n d ,  a s  a  m a t t e r  o f  f a c t ,  n o  s u c h  d i s t i n c t i o n s  
a r e  o b s e r v e d  a m o n g  t h o  H i m a l a y a n  B r o t h e r h o o d  w h i c h  is  
c o m p o s e d  o f  a l l  c a s t e s  a n d  r a c e s ,  T h i b e t a n s ,  T a r t a r s ,  M o n g o ­
l i a n s ,  C h in e s e ,  J a p a n e s e ,  S i a m e s e ,  B u r m e s e ,  S i n h a l e s e ,  C o p t s ,  
G r e e k s ,  H u n g a r i a n s ,  E n g l i s h m e n ,  B e n g a l i s ,  S i k i m e s e ,  A la d r a s -  
s i s ,  S i k h s ,  R a j p u t s ,  &c.,  & c.,  a l l  w o r k i n g  t o g e t h e r  h e a r t i l y  
a u d  e a r n e s t l y  f o r  t h e  c o m m o n  w e l f a r e  o f  h u m a n i t y .  I  a m  s u r e  
t h a t  t h o  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e u  t h e  E u r o p e a n  a n d  t h e  A s ia t i c  w i l l  
b e  h e l d  t o  b e  o f  l i t t l e  m o m e n t  w h e n  i t  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  t h a t  a l l  
r a c e s  o f  m a n k i n d  a r e  d e r i v e d  f r o m  t h e  s a m e  o r i g in a l  s t o c k ,  
a n d  t h a t  a l l  r e l i g i o n s  i n  t h e  w o r l d  s p r i n g  f r o m  t h e  s a m e  p r i ­
m i t i v e  s o u r c e .  I f  w e  m a y  t r u s t  t o  m o d e r n  r e s e a r c h ,  t h e  h u m a n  
r a c e ,  w h e n  i t  l e f t  i t s  c r a d l e  i n  C e n t r a l  A s ia ,  b e n t  i t s  c o u r s e  
t o  I n d i a ,  w h e n c e  i t  s p r e a d  g r a d u a l l y  o v e r  A s i a ,  p a s s i n g  i u to  
E g y p t ,  a n d ,  t h u s ,  o n  t o  E u r o p e .  T h e  H i n d u s  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  
o l d e r  Branch o f  ,t h e  g r e a t  A r y a u  s t o c k ;  a n d  o u r  E u r o p e a a

b r e t h r e n  s h o u l d  l o o k  u p o n  u s  a s  f i l led  w i t h  t h o  s a m e  b lo o d ,  
t h o u g h  m a r k e d  b y  a  d i f f e r e n t  c o l o r ,  a n d  r e t a i n i n g  m u c h  o f  
t b e  p r i m i t i v e  h a b i t s  a n d  c u s t o m s  w h i c h  w e r e  o n c e  c o m m o n  
t o  b o t h .

T h e o s o p h y  a l s o  t e a c h e s  a n o t h e r  g r a n d  d o c t r i n e — t h e  d o c ­
t r i n e  o f  k a rm a , i .  e., t h a t  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  m e r i t  o r  d e m e r i t  o f  
o u r  w o r k ,  w e  s h a l l  be  r e w a r d e d  o r  p u n i s h e d  in  t h i s ,  o r  i p  
t h o  n e x t  e x i s t e n c e .  I f  t h i s  t r u t h  w h i c h  is  so  o b v i o n s ,  b e  i m ­
p r e s s e d  o n  t h e  m i n d s  a n d  h e a r t s  o f  u s  a l l ,  i t  i s  i m p o s s i b l e  
t h a t  w e  c a n  t h i n k ,  f e e l ,  o r  a c t  i n  a n y  w a y  t h a t  c a n  b e  h u r t f u l  
t o  o u r  f e l l o w - m e n .  T h i s  d o c t r i n e  e m a n a t e s  f r o m  t h e  s a m e  
d i v i n e  s o u r c e  a s  t h e  t e a c h i n g  o f  C h r i s t  t h a t  “ w h a t e v e r  
a  m a n  s o w e t h ,  t h a t  s h a l l  h o  a l s o  r e a p . ”  I t  is  a  g r e a t  p r i n c i ­
p l e  o f  t h e  m o r a l  l a w s  w h i c h  g o v e r n  m a n k i n d  t h a t  e v e r y  b a d  
d e e d  s h o u l d  be  f o l lo w e d  b y  e v i l  c o n s e q u e n c e s  to  t h e  m a n  
w h o  c o m m i t t e d  i t ;  a n d  i f  w e  r e g u l a t e  o u r  l i v e s  a c c o r d i n g  to 
t h i s  p r i n c i p l e ,  w e  s h i l l  p r o t e c t  o u r s e l v e s  m o s t  c e r t a i n l y  f r o m  
t h e  r i s k  o f  p e r p e t r a t i n g  c r i m e .  I t  s h o u l d  b e  o u r  c a r e  so  to  
d i i e c t  o u r  c o n d u c t  t h a t  w o  s h o u l d  d o  w h a t e v e r  w e  do ,  f o r  
o n r s o l v c s  a n d  fo r  o t h e r s ,  f r o m  t h e  p u r e s t  a n d  n o b l e s t  m o t i v e s ,  
— u n s e l f i s h l y ,  d i s i n t e r e s t e d l y  a n d  w i t h o n t  a n y  h o p e  o r  p r o s p e c t  
o f  e a r t h l y  r e w a r d .  A  g o o d  d e e d  c a r r i e s  i t s  o w n  r e w a r d  
w i t h  i t ,  a n d  t h e  i n n e r  s a t i s f a c t i o n  o f  a  m a n ’s h e a r t .

B u t  m o r e  t h a n  a n y  t h i n g  e lse ,  T h e o s o p h y  t o a c h e s  p u r i t y  o f  
l i fo  a s  e s s e n t i a l  t o  t h e  l ife  a u d  c h a r a c t e r  o f  a  m a n ,  a n d  to  t h o  
a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  o c c u l t  p o w e r s .  T h e  i n n e r  v i s i o n  o f  m a n ,  w h i c h  
i s  m o r e  p o w e r f u l  t h a n  t h e  o u t e r  v i s io n ,  a n d  w h i c h  e n a b l e s  
h i m  t o  fo rs i  e  t h i n g s ,  c a n  n e v e r  be  c l e a r  u n l e s s  h i s  m i n d  a n d  
l i f e  b e  p e r f e c t l y  p u r e .  T h a t  v i s io n  b e c o m e s  c l e a r e r  a s  h e  
p r o g r e s s e s  in  p u r i t y .  D e t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  w i l l  w i l l  b e  o f  no 
a v a i l  in  p r o d u c i n g  p h e n o m e n a  u n l e s s  i t  b e  a c c o m p a n i e d  a n d  
a s s i s t e d  b y  s a n c t i t y  o f  l i fe .

A s  f o r  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  t h e  H i m a l a y a n  B r o t h e r s ,  m a n y  
F e l l o w s  of  t h e  T h e o s o p h i c a l  S o c i e t y ,  i n c l u d i n g  m y  h u m b l e  se lf ,  
h a v e  h a d  a m p l e  p r o o f s  o f  i t .  M r .  A .  0 .  H u m e ,  in  h i s  “ H i n t s  
o n  E s o t c r i c  T h e o s o p h y ,  N o .  I I . , ”  j u s t  p u b l i s h e d ,  a n d  M r .  
A .  P .  S i n n e t t ,  t h e  a u t h o r  o f  t h e  “ O c c u l t  W o i I d , ”  b e a r  u n ­
e q u i v o c a l  t e s t i m o n y  t o  t h e i r  e x i s t e n c e .  A b b e  H u e  a s  t e s t i ­
f ied  b y  h i m  to  t h e  O hcva lier  dos M ousseaupas  g i v e n  h i s  e v i ­
d e n c e  t o  t h e  s a m e  e f fe c t .

Bahu Dijunura N a tu  Tagore, A c h a r y a ,  A d i  B r a h m o  S o m a j ,  
F. T. S- n e x t  a d d r e s s e d  t h e  m e e t i n g ,  a n d  s p o k e  a s  f o l lo w s : —

M r .  P r e s i d e n t  a n d  G e n t l e m e n , — A t  t h i s  c e l e b r a t i o n  o f  t h e  
f i r s t  a n n i v e r s a r y  o f  t h o  B e n g a l  T h e o s o p h i c a l  S o c i e t y ,  I  r i s e ,  
i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t i m e - h o n o r e d  c u s t o m ,  to  a d d r e s s  y o u  a  
f e w  w o r d s .  T h e  f i r s t  a n d  f o r e m o s t  ob jec t ,  o f  o u r  S o c i e t y ,  a s  
m a y  be  f o u n d  o n  r e f e r e n c e  t o  i t s  p u b l i s h e d  “  R u l e s  a n d  O b ­
j e c t s , ”  is t l i o  f o r m a t i o n  o f  t h e  n u c l e u s  o f  a  U n i v e r s a l  B r o t h e r ­
h o o d  o f  h u m a n i t y ,  i r r e s p e c t i v e  o f  c o lo r ,  c r e e d ,  o r  c a s t e .  T h e  
i d e a l  o f  B r o t h e r h o o d ,  h o w e v e r ,  d i f f e r s  in  d i f f e r e n t  m e n ,  b u t  
T r u t h ,  i t  is a  t r u i s m  t o  s a y ,  c a n  be  b u t  o n e  ; t h e r o  c a n  b e  
b u t  o n e  c o r r e c t  i d e a l  i n  t h e  w o r l d ,  a n d ^ t h e  m o r e  w e  r e a l i s e  
t h a t  i d e a l ,  t h e  m o r e  w e  a p p r o a c h  t h e  g r a n d  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t .  
B r o t h e r h o o d ,  v i e w e d  in  i t s  p r a c t i c a l  a s p e c t s ,  a d m i t s  o f  t h r e e  
d i v i s i o n s ,  n a m e l y ,  ( I )  a u t h o r i t a t i v e ,  ( 2 )  v i s i o n a r y ,  a n d  (3 )  
sc i e n t i f i c .  T h e  t i r s t  o f  t h e s e  i s  b a s e d  e n t i r e l y  u p o n  a u t h o r i t y .  
T h o  f o l l o w e r s  o f  t h i s  i d e a l  b e c o m e  d e p r i v e d  o f  t h e i r  s i g h t  b y  
a  c o n s t a n t  c o n f i n e m e n t  w i t h i n  t h e  g l o o m y  s h a d e s  o f  a u t h o r i t y .  
W h e n ,  i n  c o u r s e  o f  t i m e ,  t h e  p r i s o n  b a r s  a r o  b r o k e n ,  t h e  
s u d d e n l y  l i b e r a t e d  c a p t i v e ,  f r o m  h i s  l o n g  u n f a m i l i a r i t y  w i t h  
l i g h t ,  c a n  h a r d l y  o p e n  h i s  e y e s  to  t h e  s p l e n d o u r  o f  t h e  m i d ­
d a y  s u n ,  b u t  i n  t r e m b l i n g  f e a r  o f  r e v e r t i n g  t o  t h e  s a d  l o t  h e  
h a s  e s c a p e d ,  w i t h  c l o s e d  ey e s ,  h o l d s  f a s t  to  w h a t e v e r  h e  c a n  
l a y  l i is  h a n d s  n p o n .  T h i s  p r o c e s s  l e n d s  in  t h i s  c o u n t r y  to  a n  
a t t e m p t  o f  t r a n s p l a n t i n g  t h o  w e a t h e r - d e f y i n g  o a k  t r e e s  o f  
E n g l a n d  to  t h o  l i f e - g i v i n g  r i c e - f i e ld s  o f  I n d i a .  B u t ,  a s  i t  
o u g h t  t o  h a v e  b e e n  f o r e s e e n ,  t h e i r  a t t e m p t s  l e a d  t o  u o  g o o d  
b u t  l a b o r  l o s t .  S m a r t i n g  u n d e r  t h i s  d i s a p p o i n t m e n t ,  t h e y  
c a s t  a b o u t  f o r  f r e s h  m u t e r i a l s  f r o m  a l l  s i d e s ,  a n d  p r o d u c e  a n  
u n d i g e s t e d  m a s s  w h i c h  is  e v e r y  t h i n g  a n d  n o t h i n g .  T h u s  
m e n  p u ss  f r o m  t h e  a u t h o r i t a t i v e  t o  t l i e  v i s i o n a r y  s t a g e  in  
t h e i r  s e a r c h  a f t e r  t h e  i d e a l  o f  B r o t h e r h o o d ,  a n d  w e a v e  o u t  
f r o m  t h e i r  t e e m i n g  b r a i n s ,  w h a t  t h e y  c o n s i d e r ,  f o r m s  o£ 
s t r e n g t h  a n d  b e a u t y ,  w h i c h ,  n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  l i k e  g i a n t s  o f  n u r ­
s e r y  t a l e s ,  d i s s o l v e  i u t o  t h i n  a i r ,  o n  b e i n g  s u r p r i s e d  b y  a  r a y  
o f  s u n - l i g h t .  D i s c o n t e n t e d  p e o p l e  o f  t h e  l a s t - m e n t i o n e d  c la s s  
s e e m  to  b e  i n  p r e d o m i n a n c e  i n  t h e  e d u c a t e d  p o r t i o n  o f  t h i s  
c o u n t r y .  T h e y  s e e m  t o  f o r g e t  t h a t  a n  “ i d e a l ”  i s  a  v e r y  t h i n  
a e r i a l  t h i n g ,  a n d  i t  is  o n l y  b y  a  l o n g  c o u r s e  o f  f a m i l i a r i t y  
t h a t  i t  c a n  b e  e n d o w e d  w i t h  l i f e  a n d  a n i m a t i o n .  T h e  r e s u l t ,  
w h i c h  i s  t h u s  b r o u g h t  a b o u t ,  is  m e r e  d i s a p p o i n t m e n t .  I t  
w i l l  t h u s  b e  s e e n  t h a t  t h o  d e s i r a b l e  g o a l  c a n  bo r e a c h e d  o n l y  
b y  t h e  p u r s u i t  o f  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  i d e a l  o f  B r o t h e r h o o d ,  W h a t ­



e v e r  i s  g o o d  i n  t b e  o t h e r  tw o  i d e a l s  f i n d s  a  p l a c e  i n  t h i s ,  w i t h ­
o u t  t h e  d e f e c t s  o f  e i t h e r .  L e t  u s  s e e  w h a t  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  i d e a l  
o f  B r o t h e r h o o d  is .  I t  w il l  be  se e n  o n  a  l i t t l o  r e f l e c t i o n  t h n t  
B r o t h e r h o o d ,  a s  p o p u l a r l y  u n d e r s t o o d ,  is  m e r e l y  a  s o r t  o f  
i n t e l l e c t u a l  s t e n m - r o i l e r  w h i c h  c r u s h e s  o u t  a l l  l i f e  a n d  i n d i ­
v i d u a l i t y  h y  l e v e l l i n g  d o w n  e v e r y t h i n g  to  a  d e a d  m o n o t o n y .  
I f  t h a t  w e r e  80, U n i v e r s a l  B r o t h e r h o o d  w o u l d  b e  a  u n i v e r s a l  
c u r s c ,  i n s t e a d  o f  a  u n i v e r s a l  b l e s s in g .  T h e r e  a r c  s o m e  m e m ­
b e r s  o f  t h e  l o w e s t  g r a d e  o f  a n i m a t e d  n a t u r e  w h o s e  b o d i l y  
s t r u c t u r o  p r e s e n t s  n o  d i v e r s i t y  w h a t e v e r ;  h e a d ,  t a i l ,  m i d d l e ,  
n u d  e x t r e m i t i e s  in  t h e m  a r o  o n e  u u d i s t i u g u i s h a b l e  h e a p .  T h e y  
s u f f e r ,  i n  c o n s e q u e n c e ,  110 i n c o n v e n i e n c e  w h a t s o e v e r  i f  p o r ­
t i o n s  o f  t h e m  b e  c u t  o f f  a u d  s e p a r a t e d  f r o m  t h e  w h o le ,  b u t  
c o n t i n u e  t o  l iv e  011, in  s p i t e  o f  s u c h  m n t i h i t i o n s .  N a t i o n s  
n n d  s o c i e t i e s  a r e  r e p e n t in g -  o v e r y  d a y  i n  b i t t e r  t e a r s  t h e i r  
a d o p t i o n  o f  t h o s e  u n d e v e \ o p e d  o r g a n i s m s  a s  t h e i r  m o d e l ,  l h e  
h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  F r e n c h  r e v o l u t io n  s u p p l i e s  a n  i n s t a n c e  in  p o i n t .  
T h e  eq a lite  o f  t h e  R e v o lu t i o n i s t ! !  s o o n  c h a n g e d  i n t o  a n  a l l -  
d o v o u r i n g  m o n s t e r  w h i c h  f illed a l l  E u r o p e  w i t h  f ire  a u d  b lo o d .  
T h o  b o d i l y  e c o n o m y  of  s u p e r i o r  b e i n g s  is  q u i t e  o f  a  d i f f e r e n t  
c h a r a c t e r .  H e a d ,  t r u n k ,  a r m s ,  logs,  h a n d s ,  f e e t ,  h a v o  t h e i r  
d i s t i n c t i v e  c h a r a c t e r  w e l l - m a r k e d ,  n e v e r t h e l e s s  t h e y  a r e  so  
r e l a t e d  t h a t  t h e y  f o r m  o n e  h a r m o n i o u s  w h o l e — n o n e  o f  t h e  
m e m b e r s  c a n  s u f f e r  o r  g a i n  w i t h o u t  a f f e c t i n g  i t s  b r o t h e r .  
T h a t  i d e a l  o f  B r o t h e r h o o d  w h i c h  c o r r e s p o n d s  w i t h  t h i s  s c h e m e  
o f  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  e c o n o m y ,  i s  w h a t  I  h a v e  v e n t u r e d  to  ca ll  
s c i e n t i f i c  id e a l ,  a n d  i t  is  t h i s  i d e a l  t h a t  t h e  T h e o s o p h i c a l  S o ­
c i e t y  h a s  s e t  b e f o r e  i t s e l f  to  r e a l i z e .  F o l l o w e r s  o f  a l l  t h o  
d i f f e r e n t  r e l i g io n s  i n  t h e  w o r l d  c a n  r e t a i n  t h e i r  p e c u l i a r  r e l i ­
g i o u s  b e l ie f s ,  a n d  s t i l l  b e  c la s p e d  i n  t h e  b r o t h e r l y  e m b r a c e  o f  
T h e o s o p h y .  H e r e ,  u p o n  t h i s  p l a t f o r m ,  w i l l  b e  l o u n d ,  1 d a r e  
6 a y ,  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  e v e r  so  m a n y  d i f f e r e n t  r e l i g i o n s  p e a c e ­
f u l l y  f r a t e r n i z i n g  t o g e t h e r .  I t  d o e s  g o o d  to  a  rnsm t o  b e h o l d  
s n c h  i n s t a n c e s  o f  p r o g r e s s i v e  h u m a n i t y .  T h o y  i n s p i r e  c o n f i ­
d e n c e  f o r  t h e  p r e s e n t ,  a n d  w e l l - g r o u n d e d  h o p e s  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e .  
Ou w h i c h e v e r  s i d e  w e  c a s t  o u r  e y e s ,  w e  a r e  m e t  w i t h  h a r r o w ­
i n g  s i g h t s  o f  m e n ,  in  t h e  n a m e  o f  B r o t h e r h o o d ,  c o m b i n e d  
t o g e t h e r  f o r  t h o  s l a u g h t e r  o f  t h e i r  f e l l o w - m e n — t r i b e s ,  in  t h e  
t a m e  h o ly  n a m e ,  b a n d e d  t o g e t h e r  f o r  t h e  o p p r e s s i o n  o f  t r ib e s ,  
a n d  n a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  o p p r e s s i o n  o f  n a t i o n s  ; b u t  t h e  I 'h e o s o p h i -  
c a l  S o c i e t y  h a s  a p p e a r e d  a m o n g  n s  a s  t h e  h a r b i n g e r  o f  t h o s o  
d a y s  w h e n  a l l  l i m i t e d  b r o t h e r h o o d s  s h a l l  e x p a n d  a n d  t o u c h  
e a c h  o t h e r ,  a n d  f o r m  t h o  g r a n d  B r o t h e r h o o d  o f  H u m a n i t y  
w h i c h ,  w i t h  a l l  i t s  m e m b e r s  r e p r e s e n t e d  by v a r i o u s  t r i b e s  a n d  
n a t i o n s ,  s h a l l  g i r d  u p  i t s  lo in s ,  l i k e  o n e  m a n ,  to  f i g h t  a g a i n s t  
t h e  c o m m o n  f o e — t h e  b a n d e d  l e g i o n s  o f  s e n s u a l i t y ,  b r u t a l i t y ,  
a u d  m a t e r i a l i t y .  A s  t h e r e  is  b u t  o u e  G o d  in  t h e  U n i \ e r s e ,  
so  t h e r e  w i l l  b e  b u t  o u e  B r o t h e r h o o d  o n  e a r t h .

D u .  L e o p o l d  S a l z b r  F .  T .  S .  s p o k e  a s  f o l lo w s  :—
G e n t l e m e n , — B e f o r e  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  l a y  b e f o r e  y o u  t h e  o b s e r ­

v a t i o n s  o f  D r .  Y a e g e r  o f  S t u t g a r t ,  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  i m p o r t a n t  
p a r t  o d o r a n t  m a t t e r  p la y s  i n  l i v i n g  o r g a n i s m s , ,  a n d  e s p e c i a l l y  
i n  l i v i n g  a n i m a l s ,  1 fffiall q u o t e  to  y o u  a  f e w  w o r d s  f r o m  t h e  
l a t e s t  e d i t i o n  o f  U r .  C a r p e n t e r ’s  H u m a n  P h y s i o l o g y ,  iu  o r d e r  
t o  s h o w  i n  w h a t  s t a t o  s c i e n c e  a l l o w e d  t h o  m a t t e r  to  r e m a i n  
so  l a t e  a s  t h o  y e a r  1 8 8 1 .

“  O f  t h o  n a t n r e  o f  o d o r o u s  e m a n a t i o n , ”  s a y s  o u r  a u t h o r ,  
“  t h e  p h y s i c a l  p h i l o s o p h e r  is  so  c o m p l e t e l y  i g n o r a n t ,  t h a t  t h o  
p h y s i o l o g i s t  c a n n o t  be  e x p e c t e d  to  g i v e  a  d e f i n i t o  a c c o u n t  o f  
t h e  m o d e  i n  w h i c h  t h e y  p r o d u c e  s e n s o r y  i m p r e s s i o n s  ; a l t h o u g h  
i t  m a y  bo s u r m i s e d  t h a t  t h e y  c o n s i s t  o f  p a r t i c l e s  o f  e x t r e m e  
m i n u t e n e s s ,  d i s s o l v e d  a s  i t  w e r o  in  t h e  a i r , ”  Y e t  t h e  m o s t  
d e l i c a t e  e x p e r i m e n t s ,  c o n t i n u e s  D r .  C a r p e n t e r ,  “ h a v e  f a i l e d  
t o  d i s c o v e r  a n y  d i m i n u t i o n  in  w e i g h t ,  i n  c e r t a i n  s u b s t a n c e s  
( a s  m u s k )  t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  i m p r e g n a t i n g  a  h u g e  q u a n t i t y  o f  
a i r  w i t h  t h e i r  e f f ln v ia  f o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s . ”

I  s t i l l  q u o t e  C a r p e n t e r  w h e n  1 t a j  “  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  th o  
s e n s e  o f  Binell a m o n g  m a n y  o f  t h e  l o w e r  a n i m a l s  i n  g u i d i n g  
t h e m  to  t h e i r  food,  o r  in  g i v i n g  t h e m  w a r n i n g  o f  d a n g e r ,  a n d  
o l s o  i n  e x c i t i n g  t h e  Bexual f e e l in g ,  i s  w e l l  k n o w n .  T o  m a n  i t s  
u t i l i t y  i s  c o m p a r a t i v e l y  s m a l l  u n d e r  o r d i n a r y  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ;  
b u t  i t  m a y  b e  g r e a t l y  in o r e a s e d  w h e n  o t h e r  s e n s e s  a r e  d e f i ­
c i e n t .  T h u s  in  t h e  w e l l - k n o w n  c a s e  o f  J a m e s  M i t c h e l l ,  w h o  
w a s  b l i n d ,  d e a f ,  a n d  d u m b  f r o m  h i s  b i r t h ,  i t  w a s  t h e  p r i n c i ­
p a l  m e a n s  o f  d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  p e r s o n s ,  a n d  e n a b l e d  h i m  a t  o n c e  
t o  p e r c e iv e  t h e  e n t r a n c e  o f  a  s t r a n g e r .  A m o n g s t  s a v a g e  t r i b e s ,  
w h o s e  s e n se s  a r o  m o r e  c u l t i v a t e d  t h a n  t h o s e  o f  c i v i l i s e d  n a ­
t i o n s ,  t h e  s c e n t  i s  a l m o s t  a s  a c u t e  a s  i n  t h e  l o w e r  m a m m a l i a ;  
t h u s  i t  is  a s s e r t e d  b y  H u m b o l d t  t h a t  t h e  P e r u v i a n  I n d i a n s  
i u  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  t l i e  n i g h t  c a n  d i s t i n g u i s h  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  r a c e s ,  
w h e t h e r  E u r o p e a n ,  A m e r i c a n ,  I n d i a n ,  o r  N e g r o ,  a n d  t h e  A r a b 3  
of  t h e  g r e a t  d e s e r t  a r e  s a i d  t o  b e  able t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  t h e  s m e l l  
o f  a  f i re  t h i r t y  m i l e s  o f f .”

Y o u  h a v e  n o w  h e a r d ,  g e n t l e m e n ,  h o w  i m p o r t a n t  t h e  s e n s o  
o f  s m e l l  i s  i n  t h e  e c o n o m y  o f  t h o  a n i m a l  k i n g d o m ,  a u d  h o w  
l i t t l e  e v e n  m e n  o f  s c i e n c e  k n o w  w h a t  t o  m a k e  o f  i t .

W i t h  s o  m u c h  t h e  m o r e  p l e a s a u t  e x p e c t a t i o n  d o  w e  t u r n  
n o w  to  P r o f o s s o r  Y e a g e r ,  w h o  t r e a t e d  t h e  s u b j e c t  i u  t h e  
s p i r i t  o f  a  t r u e  p h i l o s o p h e r .

B o t h  t h e  B ense  of  s m e l l  a n d  t a s t e  a r e  e s s e n t i a l l y  c h e m i c a l  
i u  t h e i r  n a t u r e  a n d  w i d e l y  d i f fe r  i n  t h e  r e s p e c t  f r o m  the** 
s e n s e s  o f  s i g h t ,  h e a r i n g  a n d  t o u c h ,  w h i c h  a r e  p u r e l y  p h y s i c a l .  
T h e  i m p r e s s i o n  c o n v e y e d  to  u s  b y  s m e l l  o r  t a s t e  is  ow*iug t o  
c e r t a i n  m a t e r i a l s  w h i c h  e n t e r  o u r  b o d y ,  e n t e r  i n t o  t h e  v e r y
m a s s  o f  o u r  b lo o d .  Y o u  p e r c e i v e  a  r a y  o f  l i g h t  o r  a  s o u n d __
a n  a d e q u a t e  i m p r e s s i o n  is  l e f t  i n  y o u r  b r a i n ,  a n d  t h e r o  t h o  
m a t t e r  e n d s ,  a s  f a r  a s  y o u r  p h y s i o l o g i c a l  l i fe  i s  c o n c e r n e d .  
I t  is  a l t o g e t h e r  a u  a f f a i r  b e t w e e n  t h e  r e c e p t i v e ,  c o n d u c t i n g  
n e r v e ,  a u d  t l io  i m p r e s s i o n  r e c e i v i n g  b r a in .  Y o u  i n h a l e  a n  
o d o r o u s  s u b s t a n c e ,  a u d  t h e  w h o l e  o f  y o u r  s y s t e m  h a s  r e c e i v ­
e d  s o m e t h i n g  e s s e n t i a l ,  h o w e v e r  m i n u t e ,  v o l a t i l e ,  a n d  d i f f u ­
s i v e ;  i u  f a c t ,  i t  m a y  be  s a i d ,  t h o  w h o le  o f  y o u r  s y s t e m  h a s  
r e c e i v e d  i t  b e c a n s o  i t  is v o l a t i l e  a n d  d i l l n s iv o .  I n  t h i s  c a s o  
t h o  s e n s o r i u m  h a s  m e r e l y  r e c e i v e d  t h e  i m p r e s s io n  i u  t h e  f i r s t  
i n s t a n c e ,  t h e  e f f e c t  i t s e l f  s p r e a d s  a l l  o v e r  t h e  b o d y ,  a n d  p r o ­
d u c e s ,  o f t e n  e n o u g h ,  a  g e n e r a l  s e n s a t i o n  o f  e n j o y m e n t ,  w h i c h  
a  s i n g l e  r a y  o f  l i g h t ,  o r  a  s i n g l e  s o u n d ,  a s  s u e h ,  is  n e v e r  
c a p a b l e  o f  p r o d u c i n g .

A n d  n o w  to  P r o f e s s o r  Y e a g e r .  H e  s t a r t s  f r o m  t h e  f a c t  
w e l l - k n o w n  iu  m e d i c a l  j u r i s p r u d e n c e ,  t h a t  t h e  b lo o d  o f  a n  
a n i m a l  w h e n  t r e a t e d  b y  s n l p h u r i c ,  o r  i n d e e d  b y  a n y  o t h e r  
d e c o m p o s i n g  a c i d ,  s m e l t  l i k e  t h e  a n i m a l  i t s e l f  f r o m  w h i c h  i t  
i s  t a k e n .  T h i s  h o l d s  g o o d  e v e n  a f t e r  t h e  b lo o d  h a s  b e e n  louo- 
d r i e d .  a

L e t  u s  s t a t e  b e f o r e  a l l  w h a t  is  t o  b e  u n d e r s t o o d  b y  t h o  
s m e l l  o f  a  c e r t a i n  a n i m a l .  T h e r e  is  t h e  p u r e ,  s p e c i f i c  s m e l l  
o f  t h e  a n i m a l ,  i n h e r e n t  i n  i t s  f ie sh ,  o r ,  a s  w e  s h a l l  s e e  h e r e ­
a f t e r ,  in  c e r t a i n  p o r t i o n s  o f  i t s  f lesh .  T h i s  s m e l l  i s  b e s t  m a d e  
u i a u i t e s t ,  w h e n  g e n t l y  b o i l i n g  t h e  f l e s h  in  w a t e r .  T h e  b r o t l i  
t h e r e b y  o b t a i n e d  c o n t a i n s  t h e  s p e c i f i c  t a s t o  a n d  s m e l l  o f  t h o  
a n i m a l . — I  c a l l  i t  s p e c i f i c ,  b e c a u s e  e v e ry  s p e c i e s ,  n a y  e v e r y  
v a r i e t y  o f  s p e c i e s  h a s  i t s  o w n  p e c u l i a r  t a s t e  a n d  s m e l l .  T h i n k  
o f  m u t t o n  b r o t h ,  c h i c k e n  b r o t h ,  f i s h  b r o t h ,  &c. ,  &e. I  s h a l l  
c a l l  t h i s  s m e l l ,  t h e  s p e c i f i c  s c e n t  of  t h o  a n i m a l .  I  n e e d  n o t  
t e l l  y o u  t h a t  t h o  s c e n t  o f  a n  a n i m a l  i s  q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  a l l  
s u c h  o d o u r s  a s  a r e  g e n e r a t o d  w i t h i n  i t s  o r g a n i s m ,  a l o n g  
w i t h  i t s  v a r i o u s  s c o r e t i o n s  a n d  e x c r e t i o n s  : b i le ,  g a s t r i c  j u i c e ,  
s w e a t ,  u r i n e ,  <feo. T h e s e  o d o u r s  a r e  a g a i n  d i f f e r e n t  in  t h o  
d i f f e r e n t  Bpoc ies a n d  v a r i e t i e s  o f  a n i m a l s .  T h e  c u t a n e o u s  
e x h a l a t i o n  o f  t h o  g o a t ,  t h e  s h e e p ,  t h e  d o n k e y ,  w i d e l y  d i f f e r  
f r o m  e a c h  o t h e r  ; a n d  a  s i m i l a r  d i f f e r e n c e  p r e v a i l s  w i t h  
r e g a r d  t o  a l l  t h e  o t h e r  e f f lu v ia  o f  t h e s e  a n i m a l s .  I n  f a c t ,  a s  
f a r  a s  o l f a c t o r y  e x p e r i e n c e  g o e s ,  we m a y  s a y  t h a t  t h o  o d o u r  
of e a c h  s e c r e t i o n  a n d  o f  e a c h  e x c r e t i o n  o f  a  c e r t a i n  s p e c i e s  o f  
a n i m a l s  is  p e c u l i a r  to  i t s e l f ,  a n d  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c a l l y  d i f f e r e n t  
i n  t h e  s i m i l a r  p r o d u c t s  o f  a n o t h e r  s p e c i c s .

B y  a l t e r i n g  t h e  fo o d  o f  a n  a n i m a l  w e  m a y  c o n s i d e r a b l y  
a l t e r  a l l  t h e  a b o v e m e n t i o n e d  o d o u r s ,  s c e n t s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  s m e l l s  ; 
y o t  e s s e n t i a l l y  t h e y  w i l l  a l w a y s  r e t a i n  t h o i r  s p e c i f i c  o d o r i f e ­
r o u s  ty p e .  A l l  t h i s  is m a t t e r  o f  s t r i c t  e x p e r i e n c e .

S t r o n g l y  d i f fu s iv e  a s  a l l  t h o s e  o d o r o u s  s u b s t a n c e s  a r e ,  t h e y  
p e r m e a t e  t h e  w h o l e  o r g a n i s m ,  a n d  e a c h  o f  t h e m  c o n t r i b u t e s  
i t s  s h a r e  t o  w h a t  i n  t h o  a g g r e g r a t e  c o n s t i t u t e s  t h e  B m ell  o f  
t h e  l i v i n g  a n i m a l .  I t  i s  a l t o g e t h e r  a n  e x o r c m e n t i t i o n s  s m e l l  
t e m p e r e d  b y  t h e  s c e n t  o f  t h o  a n i m a l .  T h a t  e x c r e m e u t i t i o u s  
Binell w o  s h a l l  h e n c e f o r t h  s i m p l y  c a l l  t h e  s m e l l  in  c o n t r a d i s ­
t i n c t i o n  to  t h e  s c e n t  o f  t h e  a n i m a l .

R e t u r n i n g  n o w ,  a f t e r  t h i s  n o t  v e r y  p l e a s a n t ,  b n t  n e v e r t h e ­
le s s  n e c e s s a r y  d i g r e s s i o n ,  to  o u r  s u b j e c t ,  P r o f e s s o r  Y e a g e r  
f o u u d  t h a t  b l o o d ,  t r e a t e d  b y  a n  a c i d ,  m a y  e m i t  t h e  s c e n t  o r  
t h e  s m e l l  o f  t h e  a n i m a l ,  a c c o r d i n g  a s  t h e  a c i d  is  w e a k  o r  
s t r o n g .  A  s t r o n g  a e i d  r a p i d l y  d i s i n t e g r a t i n g  t h e  b lo o d ,  
b r i n g s  o u t  t h e  a n i m a l ’s  sm ell, a  w e a k  a c i d ,  t h e  a n i m a l ’s s c e n t .

A  s t r a n g e  v o r i f i e a t i o n  o f  t h i s  s t r a n g o  f a c t ,  w h i c h  P r o f e s s o r  
Y e a g e r  l e a v e s  q u i t e  u n e x p l a i n e d ,  a n d  w h i c h  1  c a n n o t  e x p l a i n  
n o w  f o r  w a n t  o f  t i m e ,  is  t o  b e  f o u u d  i n  t h e  a d v e r t i s e m e n t  
c o l u m n  o f  o u r  d a i l y  p a p e r s .  M e s s r s .  B a t h g a t e  a n d  C o . ,  of  
th i3  c i t y ,  a d v e r t i s e ,  a m o n g s t  o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  B r a n d ’s E s s e n c e  
o f  B e e f ,  a n d  s a y ,  in  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  t h e r e o f — “ T h i s  
E s s e n c e  c o n s i s t s  s o l e ly  o f  t h e . j u i c e  o f  t h e  f i n e s t  m e a t ,  
e x t r a c t e d  b y  a  gentle  h e a t."

W e  s e e  t h e n  t h a t  i n  e v e r y  d r o p  o f  b lo o d  o f  a  c e r t a i n  s p e -  
c io s  o f  a n i m a l s ,  a n d  w e  m a y  a s  w e l l  s a y ,  i n  e a c h  o f  i t s  b lo o d  
c o r p u s c l e s ,  a n d  in  t l i e  l a s t  i n s t a n c e ,  i n  e a c h  o f  i t s  m o le c u l e s ,  
t h e  r e s p e c t i v e  a n i m a l  s p e c i e s  i s  f u l l y  r e p r e s e n t e d  a s  t o  i t s  
o d o r a n t  s p e c i a l i t y ,  n n d e r  b o t h  a s p e c t s  o f  s c e ' J t  a n d  s m e l l .



. "We h a v e  t h e n  o n  t h e  o n e  s id e  t h e  f a c t  b e f o r e  u s  t h a t  w h e r e v e r  
w e  m e e t  i n  t h e  a n i m a l  k i n g d o m  w i t h  d i f f e r e n c e  o f  s h a p e ,  
f o r m ,  a n d  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  so  d i f f e r e n t  a s  t o  c o n s t i t u t e  a  c l a s s ,  a  

. g e n u s  o r  a  f a m i l y  o f  i t s  o w n ,  t h e r e  w o  m e e t  a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  
w i t h  a  d i s t i n c t  a n d  s p e c i f i c  s c e n t  a n d  s m e l l .

O n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d  w e  k n o w  t h a t  t h e s e  s p e c i f i c  o d o u r s  a r e  
i n v a r i a b l y  i n t e r w o v e n  w i t h  t h e  v e r y  l i f e - b l o o d  of  t h e  a n i m a l .  

'  A n d  l a s t l y ,  w e  k n o w  t h a t  t h o s e  s p e c i f i c  o d o u r s  c a n n o t  bo 
a c c o u n t e d  fo r  b y  a n y  a g e n t s ,  t a k e n  u p  i n  t h e  s h a p e  o f  f o o d ,  
f r o m  t h o  o u t e r  w o r ld .

W e  a r e  t h e n ,  d r i v e n  to  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  p r o ­
p e r t i e s  o f  t l i e  i n n e r  a n i m a l ,  b u t  t h e y ,  i n  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  p e r t a i n  
t o  t h e  spe c if ic  p r o t o p l a s m  o f  t h e  a n i m a l  c o n c e r n e d .

A n d  t h i s  o u r  c o n c l u s i o n  a t t a i n s  a l m o s t  c e r t a i n t y  w h e n  wo 
r e m e m b e r  t h a t  i t  s t a n d s  t h e  c r u c i a l  tes t,  o f  e x p e r i m e n t ;  t h a t  
w o  n e e d  o n ly  d e c o m p o s e  t h e  b lo o d  i n  o r d e r  t o  f in d  t h e r e  w h a t  
w c  c o n t e n d  to  b e  a n  e s s e n t i a l  i n g r e d i e n t  o f  i t .

I m u s t  n o w  s a y  a  f o w  w o r d s  in  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  t h e  t e r m  
p r o t o p l a s m .  P r o t o p l a s m  is a  s o f t  g e l a t i n o u s  s u b s t a n c e  t r a n s ­
p a r e n t  a n d  h o m o g e n e o u s ,  e a s i e r  s e e n  in  l a r g e  p l a n t - c e l l s  ; i t  
m a y  bo c o m p a r e d  t o  t h e  w h i t e  o f  e g g s .  W h e n  a t  r e s t  a l l  
s o r t s  o f  v i b r a t o r y ,  q u i v e r i n g  a n d  t r e m b l i n g  m o v e m e n t s  c a n  
b e  o b s e r v e d ,  w i t h i n  i t s  m a s s .  I t  f o r m s  t h e  l i v i n g  m a t e r i a l  
i n  a l l  v e g e t a b l e  a n d  a n i m a l  c e l l s ,— i n  f a c t  i i  is  t h e  o n l y  p o r ­
t i o n  o f  t h e  b o d y  w h i c h  r e a l l y  d o e s  a l l  t h e  v i t a l  w o r k .  I t  is  
t h e  f o r m a t i v e  a g e n t  f o r  a l l  l i v i n g  t i s s u e s .  V i t a l  a c t i v i t y ,  i n  
t h e  b r o a d e s t  s e n s e  o f  t h e  t e r m ,  m a n i f e s t s  i t s e l f  i n  t h e  r e v o ­
l u t i o n  o f  t h e  g e r m  i n t o  t h e  c o m p l e t e  o r g a n i s m  r e p e a t i n g  t h o  
t y p e  o f  i t s  p a r e n t s  a n d  in  t h e  s u b s e q u e n t  m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  t h a t  
o r g a n i s m  i n  i t s  i n t e g r i t y ;  a n d  b o t h  t h e s o  f u n c t i o n s  a r o  e x ­
c l u s iv e ly  c a r r i c d  o u t  b y  t h e  p r o t o p l a s m .  O f  c o u r s e ,  t h e r e  is 
a  g o o d  d e a l  o f  c h e m i c a l  a n d  m e c h a n i c a l  w o r k  d o n e  in  t h o  
o r g a n i s m ,  b u t  p r o t o p l a s m  is  t h e  f o r m a t i v e  A g e n t  f o r  a l l  t h e  
t i s s u e s  a n d  s t r u c t u r e s .

O f  t i s s u e s  a n d  s t r u c t u r e s  a l r e a d y  f o r m e d ,  w o  n m y  f a i r l y  
s a y  t h a t  t h e y  h a v e  p a s s e d  o u t  o f  t h e  r e a l m s  o f  l i f e  ; i t  is t h e y  
t h a t  a r e  d e s t i n e d  to  g r a d u a l  d i s i n t e g r a t i o n  a n d  d e c a y  in  t h o  
c o u r s e  o f  l i fo  ; i t  is  t h e y  t h a t  a r e  o n  t h e  w a y  o f  b e i n g  c a s t  o u t  
o f  t h e  o r g a n i s m ,  w h e n  t h e y  h a v o  o n c e  r u n  t h r o u g h  t h e  s c a l e  
o f  r e t r o g r a d e  m e t a m o r p h o s i s ,  a n d  i t  i s  th-jy t h a t  g i v e  r i s o  to  
w h a t  w o  h a v e  c a l l e d  t h e  s m e ll  o f  t h e  a n i m a l .  W h a t  l i v e s  in  
t h e m  is t h e  p r o t o p l a s m .

I u  t h e  s h a p e  o f  f o o d  t h e  o u t e r  w o r l d  s u p p l i e s  t h e  o r g a n i s m  
w i t h  a l l  t h e  m a t e r i a l s  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t h e  b u i l d i n g  u p  o f  t h e  
o o n s t a n t l y  w a s t i n g  o r g a n i c  s t r u c t u r e s  ; a n d ,  i n  t h e  s h a p e  o f  
l i e a t ,  c o n ie s  f r o m  t h e  o u t e r  w o r l d  t h a t  o t h e r  e l e m e n t  n e c e s ­
s a r y  f o r  s t r u c t u r a l  c h a n g e s ,  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  g r o w t h — t h e  
e l e m e n t  o f  f o r c e .  B u t  t h e  t a s k  o f  d i r e c t i n g  a l l  t h e  o u t w a r d  
m a t e r i a l s  t o  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  t h e  o r g a n ­
i s m ,  i n  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  t h e  t a s k  o f  t h e  d i r e c t o r - g e n e r a l  o f  t h o  
o r g a n i c  e c o n o m y  f a l l s  t o  t h e  p r o t o p l a s m .

N o w  t h i s  w o n d e r f u l  s u b s t a n c e ,  c h e m i c a l l y  a n d  p h y s i c a l l y  
t h e  s a m e  i n  t l i e  h i g h e s t  a n i m a l  a n d  i n  t h e  l o w e s t  p l a n t ,  h a s  
b e e n  a l l  a l o n g  t h e  p u z z l e  o f  t h e  b i o l o g i s t .  H o w  i s  i t  t l i a t  i n  
m a n  p r o t o p l a s m  w o r k s  o u t  h u m a n  s t r u c t u r e ,  i n  f o w l — f o w l  
s t r u c t u r e ,  <fcc., &c., w h i l e  t h e  p r o t o p l a s m  i t s e l f  a p p e a r s  t o  bo  
u v e r y  w h e r e  t h o  s a m e  ? T o  P r o f e s s o r  Y a e g c r  b e l o n g s  t h e  
g r e a t  m e r i t  o f  h a v i n g  s h o w n  u s  t h a t  t h e  p r o t o p l a s m s  o f  t h e  
v a r i o u s  s p e c i e s  o f  p l a n t s  a n d  a n i m a l s  a r e  n o t  t h e  s a m e ; t h a t  
e a c h  o f  t h e m  c o n t a i n s ,  m o r e o v e r ,  i m b e d d e d  i n  i t s  m o l e c u l e s ,  
o d o r a n t  s u b s t a n c e s  p e c u l i a r  t o  t h e  o n e  s p e c i e s  a n d  n o t  t o  t h o  
o t h e r .

T h a t ,  o n  t h o  o t h e r  h a n d ,  t h o s e  o d o r o u s  s u b s t a n c e s  a r o  b y  
1 10  m e a n s  i n a c t i v e  b o d ie s ,  m a y  b o  i n f e r r e d  f r o m  t h e i r  g r e a t  
v o l a t i l i t y ,  k n o w n  a s  i t  i s  i n  p h y s i c a l  s c i e n c e  t h a t  v o l a t i l i t y  is  
o w i n g  t o  a  s t a t e  o f  a t o m i c  a c t i v i t y .  P r e v o s t  h a s  d e s c r i b e d  
tw o  p h e n o m e n a  t h a t  a r e  p r e s e n t e d  b y  o d o r o u s  s u b s t a n c e s .  
O n o  is  t h a t  w h e n  p l a c e d  o n  w a t e r  t h e y  b e g i n  t o  m o v e ,  a n d  
th o  o t h e r  i s  t h a t  a  t h i n  l a y e r  o f  w a t e r ,  e x t e n d e d  011 a  p e r f e c t ­
ly  c l e a n  g l a s s  p l a t e ,  r e t r a c t s  w h e n  s u c h  a n  o d o r o u s  s u b s t a n c o  
as  c a m p h o r  is  p l a c e d  u p o n  i t .  M o n s i e u r  L i g e o i s  h a s  f u r t h e r  
s h o w n  t h a t  t h e  p a r t i c l e s  o f  a n  o d o r o u s  b o d y ,  p l a c e d  0 11 w a t e r ,  
u n d e r g o  a  r a p i d  d i v i s i o n  a n d  t h a t  t h e  m o v e m e n t s  o f  c a m ­
p h o r ,  o r  o f  b e n z o i c  a c i d  a r e  i n h i b i t e d ,  o r  a l t o g e t h e r  a r r e s t e d ,  
i f  a n  o d o r o u s  S u b s t a n c e  b e  b r o u g h t  i n t o  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  
w a t e r  i n  w h i c h  t h e y  a r e  m o v i n g ,

S e e i n g ,  t h e n ,  t h a t  o d o r o u s  s u b s t a n c e s ,  w h e n  c o m i n g  in  
c o n t a c t  w i t h  l i q u i d  b o d i e s ,  a s s u m e  a  p e c u l i a r  m o t i o n ,  a n d  

, i m p a r t  a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  m o t i o n  t o  t h e  l i q u i d  b o d y ,  w e  m a y
f a i r l y  c o n c l u d e  t h a t  the-  s p e c i f i c  f o r m a t i v e  c a p a c i t y  o f  t h e  

, p r o t o p la s m ,  i s  o w i n g ,  n o t  to  t h e  p r o t o p l a s m  i t s e l f ,  s i n c e  t h e
sum o  i s  e v e r y w h e r e  a l i k e ,  b u t  to  t h e  i n h e r e n t ,  sp e c i f ie ,  o d o r i ­
f e ro u s  s u b s t a n c e s .  ’

I  s h a l l  o n l y  a d d  t h a t  P r o f e s s o r  Y a e g e r ’s  t h e o r y  m a y  b e  
c a r r i e d  f a r t h e r  y e t .  E a c h  m e t a l  h a s  a l s o  a  c e r t a i n  t a s t e  a n d  
o d o u r  p e c u l i a r  to  i t s e l f ; i n  o t h o r  w o r d s ,  t h e y  a r e  a l s o  e n d o w ­
e d  w i t h  o d o r i f e r o u s  s u b s t a n c e s .  A n d  t h i s  m a y  h e l p  u s  t o  
e x p l a i n  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  e a c h  m e t a l ,  w h e n  c r y s t a l l i s i n g  o n t  o f  a  
l i q u i d  s o l u t i o n ,  i n v a r i a b l y  a s s u m e s  a  d i s t i n c t  g e o m e t r i c a l  
f o r m ,  b y  w h i c l i  i t  m a y  b e  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  f r o m  a n y  o t h e r .  
C o m m o n  s a l t ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  i n v a r i a b l y  c r y s t a l l i s e s  i n  c u b e s ,  
a l u m  i n  o c t o h e d r a ,  a n d  so  011.

P r o f e s s o r  Y a c g ' e r ’s t h e o r y  e x p l a i n s  f a r t h e r  t o  u s  t h a t  o t h e r  
g r e a t  m y s t e r y  o f  N a t u r o — t h e  t r a n s m i s s i o n  f r o m  p a r e n t  t o  
o f f s p r i n g  o f  t h o  m o r p h o l o g i c a l  s p e c i a l i t y .  T h i s  i s  a n o t h e r  
p u z z l e  o f  t h e  b i o l o g i s t .  A V h a t  is  t h e r e i n  t l i e  e m b r y o n a l  g e r m  
t h a t  e v o l v e s  o u t  o f  t h o  m a t e r i a l s  s t o r e d  u p  t h e r e i n ,  a  f r a m o  
s i m i l a r  to  t h e  p a r e n t s  ? I 11 o t h e r  w o r d s ,  w h a t  i s  t h e r e  t h a t
p r e s i d e s  o v e r  t h e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  t h e  s p e c i e s ,  w o r k i n g  o u t  t h o  
m i n i a t u r e  d u p l i c a t e  o f  t h e  p a r e n t s ’ c o n f i g u r a t i o n  a n d  c h a r a c ­
t e r  ? I t  i s  t h e  p r o t o p l a s m ,  n o  d o u b t ;  a n d  t h o  f e m a l o  o v u m  
c o n t a i n s  p r o t o p l a s m  i n  a b u n d a n c e .  B u t  n e i t h e r  t h e  p h y s i c i s t  
n o r  t h e  c h e m i s t  c a n  d e t e c t  a n y  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  t h e  p r i m o r ­
d i a l  g e r m ,  s a y  o f  t h e  f o w l ,  a n d  t h a t  o f  a  f e m a l e  o f  t h e  h u m a n  
r a c e .

I n  a n s w e r  to  t h i s  q u e s t i o n , — a  q u e s t i o n  b e f o r e  w h i c h  
s c i e n c e  s t a n d s  p e r p l e x e d , — w e  n e e d  o n l y  r e m e m b e r  w h a t  h a s  
b e e n  s a i d  b e f o r e  a b o u t  t h e  p r o t o p l a s m i c  s c e n t .  W e  h a v o  
s p o k e n  b e f o r e  o f  t h e  sp e c i f i c  s c e n t  o f  t h e  a n i m a l  a s  a  w h o l e .  
W e  k n o w ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  e v e r y  o r g a n  a n d  t i s s u e  i n  a  g i v e n  
a n i m a l  h a s  a g a i n  i t s  p e c u l i a r  s c e n t  a n d  t a s t e .  T h e  s c e n t  a n d  
t a s t e  o f  t h e  l i v e r ,  s p l e e n ,  b r a i n ,  & c.,  a r e  q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  in  
t h e  s a m e  a n i m a l .

A n d  i f  o u r  t h e o r y  is c o r r e c t ,  t h e n  i t  c o u l d  n o t  b o  o t h e r w i s e  ; 
e a c h  o f  t h e s e  o r g a n s  is  d i f f e r e n t l y  c o n s t r u c t e d ,  a n d  a s  v a r i e t y  
o f  o r g a n i c  s t r u c t u r e  i s  s u p p o s e d  to  b e  d e p e n d a n t  u p o n  t h e  
v a r i e t y  o f  s c e n t ,  t h e r e  m u s t  n e c e s s a r i l y  b e  a  s p e c i f i c  c e r e b r a l  
s c e n t ,  a  sp e c i f i c  s p l e n i t i c  s c e n t ,  a  sp e c i f i c  h e p a t i c  s c e n t ,  &e. 
<£c. W h a t  w e  c a l l ,  t h e n ,  t h e  sp e c i f i c  s c e n t  o f  t h e  l i v i n g  
a n i m a l  m u s t ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  a s  t h e  a g g r e g a t e  o f  a l l  
t h e  d i f f e r e n t  o r g a n i c  s c e n t s  w i t h i n  i t s  o r g a n i s m .

W h e n  w c  s e c  t h a t  a  w e a k  s o l u t i o n  o f  s u l p h u r i c  a c i d  i s  
c a p a b l e  o f  d i s e n g a g i n g  f r o m  t h o  b l o o d  t h e  s c e n t  o f  t h o  
a n im a l ,  w e  s h a l l  t h e n  b e a r  i u  m i n d  t h a t  t h i s  o d o r o u s  e m a n a ­
t i o n  c o n t a i n s  p a r t i c l e s  o f  a l l  t h e  s c e n t s  p e c u l i a r  t o  e a c h  
t i s s u e  a n d  org>an o f  t h e  a n i m a l .  W h e n  w o  f u r t h e r  s a y  
t h a t  e a c h  o r g a n  i n  a  l i v i n g  a n i m a l  d r a w s  b y  s e l e c t i v e  a f f in i ty  
f r o m  t h e  b l o o d  t h o s e  m a t e r i a l s  w h i c h  a r c  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  i t s  
s u s t e n a n c e ,  w c  m u s t  n o t  f o r g e t  t h a t  e a c h  o r g a n  d r a w s  a t  t h o  
s a m e  t i m e  b y  a  s i m i l a r  s e l e c t i v e  a f f in i ty  t h o  sp e c i f ic  o d o r o u s  
s u b s t a n c e s  r e q u i s i t e  f o r  i t s  c o n s t r u c t i v e  r e q u i r e m e n t s .

W e  h a v e  n o w  o n l y  t o  s u p p o s e  t h a t  t h e  e m b r y o n a l  g e r m  
c o n t a i n s ,  l i k e  t h e  b l o o d  i t s e l f ,  a l l  t h e  o d o r o u s  s u b s t a n c e s  p e r ­
t a i n i n g  t o  t h o  v a r i o u s  t i s s u e s  a n d  o r g a n s  o f  t h e  p a r e n t ,  a n d  
w e  s h a l l  u n d e r s t a n d  w h i c h  is  t h e  m o v i n g  p r i n c i p l e  i n  t h a  
g e r m  t h a t  e v o l v e s  a n  o f f s p r i n g ,  s h a p e d  i n  t h o  i m a g e  a n d  a f t e r  
t h e  l i k e n e s s  o f  t h o  p a r e n t s .

I n  p l a n t s  i t  i s  t h o  b l o s s o m  w h i c h  i s  e n t r u s t e d  w i t h  t h o  
f u n c t i o n  o f  r e p r o d u c t i o n ,  a n d  t h e  o d o r o u s  e m a n a t i o n s  a c c o m ­
p a n y i n g  t h a t  p r o c e s s  a r e  w e l l - k n o w n  t o  y o u .  T h e r e  i s ' s t r o n g  
r e a s o n  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  s o m e t h i n g  s i m i l a r  p r e v a i l s  i n  t h e  c a s o  
o f  a n i m a l s  ; s o m e  o f  y o u  w i l l ,  n o  d o u b t ,  h a v e  h e a r d  o f  w h a t  
e m b r y o l o g i s t s  c a l l  t h e  a u r a  s e m in a l is .  -

L e t  u s  n o w  e n q u i r e  w h a t  t h e  e f fe c t s  a r e  o f  o d o u r s  g e n e ­
r a t e d  i n  t h e  o u t e r  w o r l d  o n  a n i m a l s .  T h e  o d o r o u s  i m p r e s s i o n s  
p r o d u c e d  m a y  b e  p l e a s a n t  o r  u n p l e a s a n t ,  p l e a s a n t  t o  t h e  o n o  
a n d  u n p l e a s a n t  to  t h e  o t h e r  a n i m a l .  W h a t  is  i t  t h a t  c o n s t i ­
t u t e s  t h i s  s e n s a t i o n  o f  p l e a s u r e  o r  d i s p l e a s u r e  P P r o f e s s o r  
Y a e g c r  a n s w e r s  i t  i.s h a r m o n y  o r  d i s h a r m o n y  w h i c h  m a k e s  
a l l  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e .  T l i e  o l f a c t o r y  o r g a n s  o f  e a c h  a n i m a l  a r o  
i m p r e g n a t e d  b y  i t s  o w n  sp e c i f ic  s c e n t .  W h e n e v e r  t h e  o d o r o u s  
w a v e s  o f  a n  o d o r a n t  s u b s t a n c e  h a r m o n i s e  i u  t h e i r  v i b r  1! ion  
w i t h  t h e  o d o r o u s  w a v e s  e m a n a t i n g  f r o m  t h e  a n i m a l ,  i n  o t h e r  
w o r d s  w h e n e v e r  t h e y  f a l l  i n ,  a n d  a g r e o  w i t h  e a c h  o t h e r ,  a n  
a g r e e a b l e  s e n s a t i o n  i s  p r o d u c e d  ; w h e n e v e r  t h e  r e v e r s e  t a k e s  
p l a c e ,  t h e  s e n s a t i o n  i s  d i s a g r e e a b l e .  I n  t h i s  w a y  i t  is  t h a t  t h o  
o d o u r  r e g u l a t e s  t h e  c h o i c e  o f  t h e  f o o d  011 t h e  p a r t  o f  t h o  . 
a n i m a l .  I n  a  s i m i l a r  w a y  t h o  s y m p a t h i e s  a n d  a n t i p a t h i e s  
b e t w e e u  t h e  v a r i o u s  a n i m a l s  a r e  r e g u l a t e d .  F o r  e v e r y  i n d i v i ­
d u a l  h a s  n o t  o n l y  i t s  sp e c i f i c  b u t  a l s o  i t s  i n d i v i d u a l  s c e n t .  
T h e  s e l e c t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  s e x e s ,  o r  w h a t  i n  t h e  c a s e  Of t h o  
h u m a n  r a c e  i s  c a l l e d  lo v e ,  h a s  i t s  m a i n  s p r i n g  i n  t h e  o d o r o u s  
h a r m o n y  s u b s i s t i n g  i n  t l i c  t w o  i n d i v i d u a l s  c o n c e r n e d .
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T h i s  i n d i v i d u a l  s c e n t — a  v a r i a t i o n  o f  t h e  s p e c i f i c  o d o r o u s  
t y p o — a l t e r s  ( w i t h i n  t h e  l i m i t s  o f  i t s  s p e c i a l i t y , )  w i t h  a g e ,  w i t h  
t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  m o d e  o f  o c c u p a t i o n ,  w i t h  t h e  s e x  w i t h  c e r t a i n  
p h y s i o l o g i c a l  c o n d i t i o n s  a n d  f u n c t i o n s  d u r i n g  l i f e ,  w i t h  t h e  s t a t e  
o f  h e a l t h ,  a n d  l a s t ,  b u t  n o t  l e a s t ,  w i t h  t h e  s t a t e  o f  o u r  m i n d .

R e m e m b e r ,  p l e a s e ,  t h a t  o v e r y  t i m e  p r o t o p l a s m  u n d e r g o e s  
d i s i n t e g r a t i o n ,  s p e c i f i c  o d o u r s  a r e  s e t  f r e e .  W c  h a v e  s e e n  
h o w  s u l p h u r i c  a c i d ,  o r  h e a t  w h e n  b o i l i n g  o r  r o a s t i n g  m e a t ,  
b r i n g s  o u t  t l i e  s p e c i f i c  a n i m a l  o d o u r .  B u t  i t  i s  a n  e s t a b l i s h e d  
f a c t  in  p h i l o s o h y ,  t h a t  e v e r y  p h y s i c a l  o r  m e n t a l  o p e r a t i o n  is  
a c c o m p a n i e d  b y  d i s i n t e g r a t i o n  o f  t i s s u e ; c o n s e q u e n t l y  w e  
a r c  e n t i t l e d  t o  s a y  t h a t  w i t h  e v e r y  e m o t i o n  o d o u r s  a r e  
b e i n g  d i s - e n g a g e d .  I t  c a n  b e  s h o w n  t h a t  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  
t h o s e  o d o u r s  d i f f e r  w i t h  th e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  e m o t i o n .  T i m e  f a i l s  
m e ,  h o w e v e r ,  t o  p u r s u e  t h e  s u b j e c t  f u r t h e r  ; I  s h a l l ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  
c o n t e n t  m y s e l f  to  d r a w  s o m e  c o n c l u s i o n s  f r o m  P r o f e s s o r  
Y a e g e r ’s  t h e o r y  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  T h e o s o p h y .

T h e  p h e n o m e n a  o f  m e s m e r i c  c u r e s  f i n d  t h e i r  f u l l  e x p l a n a ­
t i o n  i n  t h e  t h e o r y  j u s t  e n u n c i a t e d .  F o r  s i n c e  t h e  c o n s t r u c ­
t i o n  a n d  p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  t h e  o r g a n i s m ,  a n d  o f  e v e r y  o r g a n  i n  
p a r t i c u l a r ,  is  o w i n g  t o  s p e c i f i c  s c e n t s  ; w e  m a y  f a i r l y  l o o k  
u p o n  d i s e a s e  i n  g e n e r a l  a s  a  d i s t u r b a n c e  o f  t h e  sp e c i f i c  s c e n t  
o f  t h e  o r g a n i s m ,  a n d  u p o n  d i s e a s e  o f  a  p a r t i c u l a r  o r g a n  o f  
t h e  b o d y ,  a s  a  d i s t u r b a n c e  o f  t h e  sp e c i f i c  s c e n t  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  
t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  o r g a n .  W e  h a v e  b e e n  h i t h e r t o  i n  t h e  h a b i t  
o f  h o l d i n g  t h e  p r o t o p l a s m  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  a l l  p h e n o m e n a  o f  
d i s e a s e  ; w e  h a v e  n o w  c o m e  t o  l e a r n  t h a t  w h a t  a c t s  i n  t h e  
p r o t o p l a s m  a r e  t h e  s c e n t s  ; w e  s h a l l ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  h a v e  t o  lo o k  
to  t h e m  a s  t h e  u l t i m a t e  c a u s e  o f  m o r b i d  p h e n o m e n a ,  I  h a v e  
m e n t i o n e d  b e f o r e  t h e  e x p e r i m e n t  o f  M o n s .  L i g e o i s ,  s h o w i n g  
t h a t  o d o r i f e r o u s  s u b s t a n c e s ,  w h e n  b r o u g h t  i n  c o n t a c t  w i t h  
w a t e r ,  m o v e  ; a n d  t h a t  t h e  m o t i o n  o f  o n e  o d o r i f e r o u s  s u b ­
s t a n c e  m a y  b e  i n h i b i t e d ,  o r  a r r e s t e d  a l t o g e t h e r ,  b y  t h e  p r e -  
n e n c e  o f  a n o t h e r  o d o r o u s  s u b s t a n c e .  E p i d e m i c  d i s e a s e s ,  a n d  
t h e  z y m o t i c  d i s e a s e s  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  h a v e  t h e n  m o s t  l i k e l y  t h e i r  
o r i g i n  i n  s o m e  lo ca l  o d o u r s  w h i c h  i n h a b i t  t h e  a c t i o n  o f  o u r  
s p e c i f i c  o r g a n i c  o d o u r s .  I n  t h e  c a s e  o f  h e r e d i t a r y  d i s e a s e s ,  
i t  i s  m o s t  l i k e l y  t h e  t r a n s m i s s i o n  o f  m o r b i d  s p e c i f i c  o d o u r s  
f r o m  p a r e n t  t o  o f f s p r i n g ,  t h a t  is ,  t h e  c a u s e  o f  t h e  e v i l ,  k n o w ­
i n g  a s  w e  d o  t h a t  i u  d i s e a s e  t h e  n a t u r a l  s p e c i f i c  o d o u r  is  
a l t e r e d ,  a n d  m u s t ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  h a v e  b e e n  a l t e r e d  i n  t h e  d i s e a s e d  
p a r e n t .

N o w  c o m e s  t h e  m e s m e r i s e r .  H e  a p p r o a c h e s  t h e  s i c k  w i t h  
t h e  s t r o n g  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  t o  c u r e  h i m .  T h i s  d e t e r m i n a t i o n ,  
o r  e f f o r t  o f  t h e  w i l l ,  i s  a b s o l u t e l y  n e c e s s a r y ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  
a g r e e m e n t  o f  a l l  m e s m e r i s e r s ,  f o r  h i s  c u r a t i v e  s u c c e s s ,  N o w  
a n  e f f o r t  o f  t h e  w i l l  i s  a  m e n t a l  o p e r a t i o n ,  a n d  i s  t h e r e f o r e ,  
a c c o m p a n i e d  b y  t i s s u e  d i s i n t e g r a t i o n .  T h e  e f f o r t  b e i n g  
p u r e l y  m e n t a l ,  w e  m a y  e a y  i t  i s  a c c o m p a n i e d  b y  d i s i n t e g r a ­
t i o n  o f  c e r e b r a l  a n d  n e r v o u s  t i s s u e .  B u t  d i s i n t e g r a t i o n  o f  
o r g a n i c  t i s s u o  m e a n s ,  a s  w e  h a v e  s e e n  b e f o r e ,  d i s e n g a g e m e n t  
o f  sp e c i f i c  s c e n t s  ; t h e  m e s m e r i s e r  e m i t s ,  t h e n ,  d u r i n g  h i s  
o p e r a t i o n ,  s c e n t s  f r o m  h i s  o w n  b o d y .  A n d  a s  t h e  p a t i e n t ’s 
B u f f e r in g s  a r e  s u p p o s e d  t o  o r i g i n a t e  f r o m  a  d e f i c i e n c y  o r  
a l t e r a t i o n  o f  h i s  o w n  sp e c i f i c  s c e n t ,  w e  c a n  w e l l  s e e  h o w  t h e  
m e s m e r i s e r ,  b y  h i s  m e s m e r i c ,  o r  o d o r i f e r o u s  e m a n a t i o n s ,  m a y  
s u c c e e d  t o  p u t  h i s  p a t i e n t  t o  r i g h t .  H e  m a y  s u p p l y  t h e  w a n t  
o f  c e r t a i n  o d o r i f e r o u s  s u b s t a n c e s  i n  t h e  p a t i e n t ,  o r  h e  m a y  
c o r r e c t  o t h e r s  b y  h i s  o w n  e m a n a t i o n s ,  k n o w i n g  a s  w e  d o  f r o m  
t h e  e x p e r i m e n t  o f  M o n s .  L i g e o i s  t h a t  o d o r a n t  m a t t e r  d o e s  
o n  o d o r a n t  a c t  m a t t e r .

O n e  r e m a r k  m o r e ,  a n d  I  h a v e  d o n e .  I n  T h e o s o p h y  w e  a r o  
t o l d  t h a t  t h e  l i v i n g  b o d y  is  d i v i d e d  i n t o  t w o  p a r t s  :— •

1. T h e  p h y s i c a l  b o d y ,  c o m p o s e d  w h o l l y  o f  m a t t e r  i n  i t s  
g r o s s e s t  a n d  m o s t  t a n g i b l e  f o r m .

2. T h e  v i t a l  p r i n c i p l e  ( o r  J iv - d tm a ) ,  a  f o r m  o f  f o r c e ,  indes-:  
t r u c t i b l e ,  a n d  w h e n  d i s c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  o n e  s e t  o f  a t o m s  
b e c o m i n g  a t t r a c t e d  i m m e d i a t e l y  b y  o t h e r s .

N o w  t h i s  d i v i s i o n ,  g e n e r a l l y  s p e a k i n g ,  f u l l y  a g r e e s  w i t h  
t h e  t e a c h i n g s  o f  s c ie n c e .  I  n e e d  o n l y  r e m i n d  y o u  o f  w h a t  I  
h a v e  s a i d  b e f o r e  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  f o r m e d  t i s s u e s  a n d  s t r u c ­
t u r e s  o f  t h e  b o d y  a n d  i t s -  f o r m a t i v e  a g e n t ,  t h e  p r o t o p l a s m .  
F o r m e d  s t r u c t u r e  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  a s  m a t e r i a l  w h i c h  h a s  a l r e a d y  
p a s s e d  o u t  o f  t h e  r e a l m s  o f  l i fe  ; w h a t  l i v e s  i n  i t  is  t h e  p r o t o ­
p l a s m .  S p  f a r  t h e  t h e o s o p h i c  c o n c e p t i o n  f u l l y  a g r e e s  w i t h  
t h e  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  l a t e s t  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  o f  m o d e r n  s c i e n c e .

B u t  w h e n  w e  a r e  t o l d  b y  t h e  T h e o s o p h i s t  t h a t  t h e  v i t a l  
p r i n c i p l e  i s  i n d e s t r u c t i b l e ,  w e  f e e l  w e  m o v e  o n  o e e u l t ,  i n c o m ­
p r e h e n s i b l e  g r o u n d ,  f o r  w e  k n o w  t h a t  p r o t o p l a s m  is  a f t e r  a l l  
a s  d e s t r u c t i b l e  a s  t h e  b o d y  i t s e l f .  I t  l i v e s  a s  l o n g  a s  l i f e  
l a s t s ,  a u d ,  i t  m a y  b e  s a i d ,  i t  i s  t h e  o n l y  m a t e r i a l  i n  t h e  b o d y  
t h a t  d o e s  l i v e  a s  l o n g  a s  j i f e  l a s t s ,  B u t  i t  d i e s  w i t h  t h e  ces?

s a t i o n  o f  l i f e .  I t  i s  t r u e  i t  i s  c a p a b l e  o f  a  s o r t  o f  r e s u s c i t a ­
t i o n .  F o r  t h a t  v e r y  d e a d  p r o t o p l a s m ,  b e  i t  a n i m a l  o r  v e g e ­
t a b l e ,  t h a t  v e r y  d e a d  p r o t o p l a s m ,  s e r v e s  a g a i n  a s  o u r  fo o d ,  
a n d  a s  t h e  f o o d  o f  a l l  t h e  a n i m a l  w o r l d ,  a n d  t h u s  h e l p s  t o  
r e p a i r  o u r  c o n s t a n t l y  w a s t i n g  e c o n o m y .  B u t  f o r  a l l  t h a t  i t  
c o u l d  h a r d l y  b e  s a i d  t o  b e  i n d e s t r u c t i b l e  ; i t  i s  a s s i m i l a b l e ,  
t h a t  i s  t o  s a y ,  c a p a b l e  o f  r e - e n t e r i n g  t h e  d o m a i n  o f  l i f e ,  
t h r o u g h  i t s  b e i n g  t a k e n  u p  b y  a  l i v i n g  b o d y .  B u t  s u c h  a n  ' 
e v e n t u a l  c h a n c e  d o e s  b y  n o  m e a n s  c o n f e r  u p o n  i t  t h e  a t t r i ­
b u t e  o f  i n d e s t r u c t i b i l i t y ;  f o r  w e  n e e d  o n l y  l e a v e  t h e  d e a d  
a n i m a l  o r  p l a n t  c o n t a i n i n g  t h e  p r o t o p l a s m  a l o n e ,  a n d  i t  w i l l  
r o t  a n d  d e c a y ,  o r g a n s ,  t i s s u e s ,  a n d  p r o t o p l a s m  a l t o g e t h e r .

T o  o u r  f a r t h e r  p e r p l e x i t y  t h e  T h e o s o p h i s t  t e l l s  u s  t h a t  t h o  
v i t a l  p r i n c i p l e  i s  n o t  o n l y  i n d e s t r u c t i b l e ,  b u t  i t  i s  a  f o r m  
o f  f o r c e ,  w h i c h ,  w h e n  d i s c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  o n e  s e t  o f  a t o m s ,  
b e c o m e s  a t t r a c t e d  i m m e d i a t e l y  b y  o t h e r s .  T h e  v i t a l  p r i n c i p l e  
t o  t h e  T h e o s o p h i s t  w o u l d  t h e n  a p p e a r  t o  b e  a  s o r t  o f  a b s t r a c t  
f o r c e  ; n o t  a  f o r c e  i n h e r e n t  i n  t h e  l i v i n g  p r o t o p l a s m — t h i s  i s  
t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  c o n c e p t i o n — b u t  a  f o r c e  p e r  se , i n d e p e n d e n t  
a l t o g e t h e r  o f  t h e  m a t e r i a l  w i t h  w h i c h  i t  i s  c o n n e c t e d .

N o w  I  m u s t  c o n f e s s s  t h i s  i s  a  d o c t r i n e  w h i c h  g r e a t l y  
s t a g g e r e d  m e .  I  h a v e  n o  d i f f i c u l t y  i n  a c c e p t i n g  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  
m a n  a s  a n  e n t i t y ,  f o r  t h e  p h e n o m e n a  o f  r a t i o n a t i o n  a r e  
a l t o g e t h e r  so  w i d e l y  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  a l l  p h y s i c a l  p h e n o m e n a ,  
t h a t  t h e y  c a n  h a r d l y  b e  e x p l a i n e d  b y  a n y  o f  t h e  p h y s i c a l  
f o r c e s  k n o w n  t o  u s .  T h e  m a t e r i a l i s t ,  w h o  t e l l s  u s  t h a t  
c o n s c i o u s n e s s ,  s e n s a t i o n ,  t h o u g h t ,  a n d  t h e  s p o n t a n e o u s  p o w e r  
o f  t h e  w i l l ,  so  p e c u l i a r  t o m a n  a n d  t o  t h e  h i g h e r  a n i m a l s ,  a r o  
a l t o g e t h e r  so  m a n y  o u t c o m e s  o f  c e r t a i n  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  m a t t e r  
a n d  n o t h i n g  e l s e ,  m a k e s  a t  b e s t  m e r e l y  a  s u b j e c t i v e  s t a t e m e n t .  
H e  c a n n o t  h e l p  a c k n o w l e d g i n g  t h a t  s p o n t a n e i t y  i s  n o t  o 
q u a l i t y  o f  m a t t e r .  H e  i s  t h e n  d r i v e n  t o  t h e  c o n t e n t i o n  t h a t  
w h a t  w e  b e l i e v e  t o  b e  s p o n t a n e o u s  i n  u s ,  i s  a f t e r  a l l  a n  u n ­
c o n s c i o u s  r e s u l t  o f  e x t e r n a l  i m p u l s e s  o n ly .  H i s  c o n t e n t i o n  
r e s t s  t h e n  o n  t h e  b a s i s  o f  h i s  o w n  i n n e r  e x p e r i e n c e ,  o r  w h a t  
h e  b e l i e v e s  t o  b e  s u c h .  T h i s  c o n t e n t i o n  o f  h i s  is ,  h o w e v e r ,  
d i s p u t e d  b y  m a n y ,  w h o  n o  l e s s  a p p e a l  t o  t h e i r  o w n  i n n e r  
e x p e r i e n c e ,  o r  w h a t  t h e y  b e l i e v e  t o  b e  t h e i r  e x p e r i e n c e .  I t  
i s  t h e n  a  q u e s t i o n  o f  i n n e r  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  t h e  o n o  p a r t y  ve rsu s  
i n n e r  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  t h e  o t h e r .  A n d  s u c h  b e i n g  t h e  c a s e ,  t h o  
s c i e n t i f i c  m a t e r i a l i s t  is  d r i v e n  t o  a d m i t  t h a t  h i s  t h e o r y ,  
h o w e v e r  c o r r e c t  i t  m a y  b e ,  r e s t s  a f t e r  a l l  o n  s u b j e c t i v e  
e x p e r i e n c e ,  a n d  c a n  a s  s u c h  n o t  c l a i m  t h e  r a n k  o f  p o s i t i v e  
k n o w l e d g e .  T h e r e  i s  t h e n  n o  d i f f i c u l t y  i n  a c c e p t i n g  t h e  e n t i t y  
o f  t h e  s p i r i t  i n  m a n  t h e  m a t e r i a l i s t i c  a s s e r t i o n  t o  t h e  c o n t r a r y  
n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g .  B u t  t h e  v i t a l  f o r c e  is  e x c l u s i v e l y  c o n c e r n e d  
w i t h  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  m a t t e r ; h e r e  w e  h a v e  a  r i g h t  t o  
e x p e c t  t h a t  p h y s i c a l  a n d  c h e m i c a l  f o r c e s  s h o u l d  h o l d  t h e  w h o l e  
g r o u n d  o f  a n  e x p l a n a t i o n ,  i f  a n  e x p l a n a t i o n  i s  p o s s i b l e  a t  a l l .  
N o w ,  p h y s i c a l  a n d  c h e m i c a l  f o r c e s  a r e  n o  e n t i t i e s ;  t h e y  a r e  
i n v a r i a b l y  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  m a t t e r .  I n  f a c t ,  t h e y  a r e  so  i n t i ­
m a t e l y  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  m a t t e r ,  t h a t  t h e y  c a n  n e v e r  b e  d i s s e v e r ­
e d  f r o m  i t  a l t o g e t h e r .  T h e  e n e r g y  o f  m a t t e r  m a y  b e  l a t e n t  
o r  p o t e n t ,  a n d  w h e n  p o t e n t ,  i t  m a y  m a n i f e s t  i t s e l f  i n  o n e  f o r m  
o r  t h e  o t h e r ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  c o n d i t i o n  o f  i t s  s u r r o u n d i n g s ;  
i t  m a y  m a n i f e s t  i t s e l f  i n  t h e  s h a p e  o f  l i g h t ,  h e a t ,  e l e c t r i c i t y ,  
m a g n e t i s m ,  o r  v i t a l i t y  ; b u t  i n  o n e  f o r m  o r  t h e  o t h e r  e n e r g y  
c o n s t a n t l y  i n h e r e s  i n  m a t t e r .  T h e  c o r r e l a t i o n  o f  f o r c e s  is  noflr 
a  w e l l - e s t a b l i s h e d ,  s c i e n t i f i c  f a c t ,  a n d  i t  i s  m o r e  t h a n  p l a u s i b l e  
t h a t  w h a t  is  c a l l e d  t h e  v i t a l  p r i n c i p l e ,  o r  t h e  v i t a l  f o r c e ,  f o r m a  
a  l i n k  i n  t h e  c h a i n  o f  t h e  o t h e r  k n o w n  p h y s i c a l  f o r c e s ,  a n d  is,  
t h e r e f o r e ,  t r a n s m u t a b l e  i n t o  a n y  o f  t h e m  ; g r a n t e d  e v e n  t h a t  
t h e r e  is  s u c h  a  t h i n g  a s  a  d i s t i n c t  v i t a l  f o r c e .  T h e  t e n d e n c y  

o£ m o d e r n  B i o l o g y  i s  t h e n  to  d i s s a r d  t h e  n o t i o n  o f  a  v i t a l  
e n t i t y  a l t o g e t h e r .  I f  v i t a l  f o r c e  i s  t o  b e  i n d e s t r u c t i b l e ,  t h e n  
so  a r e  a l s o  i n d e s t r u c t i b l e  h e a t ,  l i g h t ,  e l e c t r i c i t y ,  &c. ; t h e y  
a r e  i n d e s t r u c t i b l e  i n  t h i s  s e n s e ,  t h a t  w h e n e v e r  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  
m a n i f e s t a t i o n  is  s u s p e n d e d  o r  a r r e s t e d ,  t h e y  m a k e  t h e i r  
a p p e a r a n c e  i n  s o m e  o t h e r  f o r m  o f  f o r c e  ; a n d  i n  t h i s  v e r y  
s a m e  s e n s e  v i t a l  f o r c e  m a y  b e  l o o k e d  u p o n  a s  i n d e s t r u c t i b l e : 
w h e n e v e r  v i t a l  m a n i f e s t a t i o n  i s  a r r e s t e d ,  w h a t  h a d  b e e n  
a c t i n g  a s  v i t a l  f o r c e  i s  t r a n s f o r m e d  i n t o  c h e m i c a l ,  e l e c t r i c a l  
f o r c e s ,  A c , ,  t a k i n g  i t s  p l a c e .

B u t  t h e  T h e o s o p h i s t  a p p e a r s  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  s o m e t h i n g  q u i t e  
d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  w h a t  I  h a v e  j u s t  e x p l a i n e d ,  a n d  w h a t  is, as  
f a r  a s  I  u n d e r s t a n d ,  a  f a i r  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  s p ie n t f l c  c o n ­
c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  s u b j e c t .  T h e  T h e o s o p h i s t  t e l l s  u s  t h a t  t h e  v i ta l  
p r i n c i p l e  i s  i n d e s t r u c t i b l e ,  a n d  w h e n  d i s c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  one 
s e t  o f  a t o m s  b e c o m e s  a t t r a c t e d  b y  o t h e r s .  H e  t h e n  e v id e n t ly  
h o l d s  t h a t ,  w h a t  c o n s t i t u t e s  t h e  v i t a l  p r i n c i p l e  i s  a  p r i n c i p l e  
q r  f o r m  o f  f o r c e  p e r  se , a  f o r m  o f  f o r c e  w h i c h  c a n  l e a v e  o n e  
s e t  o f  a t o m s  a n d  g o  o v e r  a s  s u c h  t q  a n o t h e r  s e t ,  w i t h o u t  I c a r -



ing any substitute force behind. This, it m ust be said, is 
simply irreconcileable with the scientific view on the subject 
as hitherto understood.

By the aid of Professor Yaeger’s theory this difficulty can 
be explained, I am happy to say, in a most satisfactory way.

The set of the vital principle, according to Professor 
Yaeger’s theory, is not the protoplasm, but the odorant 
m atter imbedded in it. And such being the case, the vital 
principle, as far as it can be reached by the breaking up of its 
anim ated protoplasm, is really indestrutible. You destroy 
the protoplasm, by burning it, by treating it with suphuric 
acid, or any other decomposing agent—the odoriferous sub­
stances far from being destroyed, become only so much tho 
more.manifest, they escape the moment protoplasmic destru­
ction or decomposition begins, carrying along with them­
selves the vital psinciple, or w hat has been acting as such in 
the protoplasm. And as they are volatile, they ' must soon 
meet with other protoplasma congenial to their nature, and 
set up there the same kind of vital activity as they have done 
in their former habitat. They are, as the Theosophist rightly 
teaches, indestructible, and when disconnected with one set 
of atoms, they immediately become attracted by others.

C O L O N E L  O L C O T T ’S  L E C T U R E  O N  “ D R .  K S D A I L E  
A N D  M E S M E R I S M  I N  C A L C U T T A  T H I R T Y - S I X  
Y E A R S  A G O , '  A T  T H E  F I R S T  A N N I V E R S A R Y  

' O b '  T H E  B E N G A L  T H E O S O P H I C A L  S O C I E T Y ,  
A T  T H E  T O W N  H A L L ,  O N  T H E  2 1 s t  M A Y  1 8 8 3 .

The l u i e f  t i m e  r e m a i n i n g  p r e v e n t s  m y  g o i n g ,  u s  I  h a v e  t h e  
s t r o n g  d e s i r e  t o ,  i n t o  t l i e  s u b j e c t  a n n o u n c e d  us t h e  t h e m e  o f  
m y  p r e s e n t  r e m a r k s .  F o r ,  a t  t h e  m o m e n t  w h e n  I  h i ivo  h a p ­
p i l y  r e c a l l e d  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  I n d i a n  w o r ld  to  M e s m e r i s m ,  
a f t e r  a n  i n t e r v a l  o f  i n d i f f e r e n c e  l a s t i n g  t h i r t y  y e a r s ,  i t  is  m o s t  
i m p o r t a n t  t o  b r i n g  ont. t h e  o ld  r e c o r d  o f  t h e  t r i u m p h s  o f  t h o  
l a t e  D r .  J a m e s  E s d a i l e ,  P r e s i d e n c y  S u r g e o n  a t  C a l c u t t a ,  to  
p r o v e  w h a t  a  b o o n  h e  m a d e  t h e  s c i e n c e  t o  s u f f e r i n g  h u m a n i t y ,  
a n d  w h a t  h i s  s u c c e s s o r s  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  g e n e r a t i o n  m a y  d o  i f  
t h e y  c h o o s e .  B u t  f o r  t h e  c o n s t a n t ,  u n r e m i t , t e n t  o f f ic ia l  l a b o r  
i m p o s e d  u p o n  m e  a s  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  T h e o s o p h i c a l  S o c i e t y ,  
I  s h o u l d  h a v e  a l r e a d y  c o m p i l e d  f r o m  t.he off ic ia l  p a p e r s  o f  
G o v e r n m e n t  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  r e m a r k a b l e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  c a r e e r  
o f  D r .  E s d a i l e .  F o r  m e ,  w h o  h a v e  b e e n  a n  i n t e r e s t e d  s t u d e n t  
o f  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  s c i e n c e  f o r  m o r e  t h a n  t h i r t y  y e a r s ,  t h i s  w o u l d  
h a v o  b e e n  a  l a b o r  o f  lo v e .  A n d  I  h o p e  a n d  e x p e c t  s t i l l  to  
a c c o m p l i s h  i t ; f o r  t h o u g h  I  w a s  n e v e r  f o r t u n a t e  e n o u g h  to  
p e r s o n a l l y  m e e t  h i m ,  y e t  t h e  t o n e  o f  D r .  E s d a i l e ’s w r i t i n g s  
g a v e  m e  a  p r o f o u n d  r e s p e c t  f o r  a  m a n  w h o  m u s t  h a v o  c o m ­
b i n e d  w i t h  r a r e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  m e r i t  a  m o r a l  c o u r a g e  o f  t h e  
h i g h e s t  o r d e r  T h e r e  a r e  p r e s e n t ,  i n  t h i s  a u d i e n c e  g r e y - h e a d e d  
m e n  w h o  w e r e  E s d a i l e ’s h o s p i t a l  a s s i s t a n t s  o r  p a t i e n t s  i n  1 8 4 6 ,  
’4 7  ; ’4 8 ,  ’4 9 ,  a n d  ’50 ,  a n d  t o  t h e m  I  a p p e a l  f o r  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  
t r n t h  o f  m y  e s t i m a t e  o f  l i is  c h a r a c t e r .

I  h a v e  h e r e  i n  m y  h a n d  a  c o p y  o f  o n e  o f  t h e  t h r e a  w o r k s  
f r o m  h i s  p e n .  I t  i s  e n t i t l e d  “  N a t u r a l  a n d  M e s m e r i c  C l a i r ­
v o y a n c e  ; w i t h  t h e  p r a c t i c a l  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  M e s m e r i s m  t o  S u r ­
g e r y  a n d  M e d i c i n e , ”  a n d  w a s  p u b l i s h e d  a t  L o n d o n  in  1 8 5 2 .  
H i s  f ir s t  a n d  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  w o r k  w a s  c a l l e d  M e s m e r is m  i n  
I n d i a ,  b u t  a s  y e t  I  h a v e ,  n o t  s u c c e e d e d  in p r o c u r i n g  a  c o p y ,  
d e s p i t e  m y  b e s t  e n d e a v o u r s  h e r e  a n d  iu  E n g l a n d .  H i s  t h i r d  
w o r k  I  h a v e  h e r e :  i t  is  o f  p a m p h l e t  s iz e ,  a n d  r e l a t e s  t o  s o m e  o f  
t h e  d r e a d f u l  s u r g i c a l  o p e r a t i o n s  h o  p e r f o r m e d  a t  t h e  G o v e r n ­
m e n t  H o s p i t a l ,  C . i l c u t tn ,  u p o n  m e s m e r i s e d  p a t i e n t s  w h o  w e r e  
m a d e  i n s e n s i b l e  to  t h e  s l i g h t e s t  p a i n ,  o r  e v e n  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  
d u r i n g  t h e  s e v e r a l  o p e r a t i o n s .  A  c o l o r e d  p l a t e  s h o w s  u s  o n e  
o f t l i e  g i g a n t i c  B c ro ta l  t u m o u r s  e x t i r p a t e d  by  h i m  ; i t s  w e i g h t  
w a s  1 0 3  lb s .  a n d  t h e  v e r y  t u m o u r  i t s e l f  is,  I  a m  t o l d ,  s t i l l  to  
b e  s e e n  a t  t h e  M u s e u m  o f  t h e  C a l c u t t a  M e d i c a l  C o l leg e .

A s  o u r  s u b j e c t  is  a n  h i s t o r i c a l  r e t r o s p e c t  o f  t h e  m e s m e r i c  
s c i e n c e  a t  C a l c u t t a  i n  D r .  E s d a i l e ’s t i m e ,  I  s h a l l  r e a d  to  y o u  
a  f e w  p a g e s  f ro m  t h i s  w o r k  o f  h i s  t o  b r i n g  t h e  p i c t u r e  o f  t h a t  
p e r i o d  v i v i d l y  b e f o re  y o u r  m i n d s .  M y  u l t e r i o r  p u r p o s e  is  t o  
s h o w  y o u ,  a n d  e s p e c i a l l y  y o u ,  m y  c o l l e a g u e s  o f  t h e  T h e o s o ­
p h i c a l  S o c i e t y ,  h o w  e s s e n t i a l l y  b a s e  a r e  t h o  m e t h o d s  a l w a y s  
r e s o r t e d  t o  b y  n n s p i r i t u a l  m i n d s  t o  i m p e d e  t h e  s p r e a d  o f  
p s y c h o l o g i c a l  t r u t h .  W h a t  E s d a i l e  s u f f e r e d ,  e v e r y  o t h e r  
p i o n e e r  o f  t h e  t r u t h  h a s  h a d  to  s u f f e r ;  a n d  y o u ,  w h o  p r o f e s s  
d e v o t i o n  t o  T h e o s o p h y ,  m u s t  n o t  i m a g i n e  t h a t  y o u  s h a l l  e s c a p e  
t h o  t r o u b l e s  t h a t  h a v e  t h i c k e n e d  a b o u t  t h e  p a t h  o f  y o u r  p r e ­
d e c e s s o r s .  I f  y o u  b e  t r u o  m e n ,  w o r t h y  t o  b e  c a l l e d  t h e  s o n s  
c f  t h e  A r y a n  s a g e s ,  t h e n ,  l i k e  N u n n e s t  d e  B a l b o a ,  b u r n  y o u r  
s h i p s  b e f o r e  s t r i k i n g  i n t o  t h e  j a n g l e  o f  l i f e ’s  m y s t e r y ,  t h a t  
y o u  m n y  n o t  b o  e v e n  t e m p t e d  to  t u r n  b a c k ,  a n d  l i k e  c o w a r d s  
l o c k  s a f e t y  i n  f l i g h t .  T h e  i n t e r e s t  w h i c h  y o u '  a s  H i n d u s

h a v e  in  t h e  s c i e n c e  o f  M e s m e r i s m ,  I  h a v e  d w e l t  u p o n  i n  pre> 
v i o u s  a d d r e s s e s ,  a n d  s h a l l  r e c u r  to  l a t e r  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  d i s -  
c u r s e  ; b u t  n o w  f o r  E s d a i l e ’s  p h o t o g r a p h  o f  C a l c u t t a  h u m a n  
n a t u r e  a  g e n e r a t i o n  a g o .  .

H o  b e g a n  h i s  m e s m e r i c  e x p e r i m e n t s  in  t h e  y e a r  1 8 4 5  a t  t h e  
E m a m b a r r a h  H o s p i t a l  a t  H  u g l i ly ,  w h e r e  h e  s o o n  a r o u s e d  t h o  
a t t e n t i o n  a n d  i n t e r e s t  o f  a l l  I n d i a  b y  h i s  d a r i n g  s u r g e r y .  T h e  
f i le s  o f  t h e  Englishman f o r  1 8 4 6  a n d  s u b s e q u e n t  y e a r s  c o n t a i n  
m a n y  i c p o r t s  o f  t h e s e  c a s e s  b y  e y e w i t n e s s e s  o f  t h e  h i g h e s t  
c r e d i b i l i t y ,  a l l  a g r e e i n g  t h a t  D r  E s d a i l e ’s  p a t i e n t s  w e r e  o pe«  
r a t e d  u p o n  w h i l e  i n  a  s t a t e  o f  p e r f e c t  u n c o n s c i o u s n e s s ,  a n d  
t h a t  o n e  a n d  a l l  u p o n  b e i n g  a w a k e n e d  d e c l a r e d  t h a t  t h e y  hac[ 
f e l t  n o  p a i n ,  n o r  h a d  a n y  i d e a  o f  w h a t  h a d  h a p p e n e d  to  t h e m .  
H e r e  a r e  s u c h  c e r t i f i c a t e s  f r o m  M r .  D\ W -  S i m m s ,  C .  E . ; t h e  
R e v .  A .  E .  L a C r i o x ,  M i s s i o n a r y  o f  t h e  L o n d o n  M is s io n a r y  
S o c i e t y  ; M a j o r  M .  C o r f i e ld ,  2 0 t h  R e g i m e n t ; H ,  W .  D e n n y s ,  
A d j u t a n t ,  tfCith R e g i m e n t ,  N . I .  ; T .  R a t t r a y ,  L i e u t e n a n t ,  64t ,h  
R e g i m e n t ,  N .  I .  ; a u d  J .  (J. B r i g g s ,  L i e u t e n a n t ,  4 C th  R e g i m e n t  
N .  I . ;  t h e  R e v .  M .  H i l l ,  L o n d o n  M i s s i o n a r y  S o c i e t y ;  a n d  
h e r e  is  a  l e t t e r  f r o m  C o u n t  d e  G o r t z ,  c o p i e d  f r o m  t h e  A llg e -  
rneine Zeituvg , e x t r a c t s  f r o m  w h i c h  I  s h a l l  r e a d .  I t  i s  d a t e d  
a t  C a l c u t t a ,  D e c e m b e r  2 6 t h ,  1 8 4 6 ,  a n d  g i v e s  a  v e r y  c l e a r  i d e a  
o f  t h e  c o n s u m m a t e  s k i l l  o f  D r .  E s d a i l e  a s  a  S u r g e o n ,  a n d  o f  
h i s  t r i u m p h a n t  s u c c e s s  a s  a n  e x p e r i m e n t a l  m e s m e r i s t . —

Y o u  l i t t l e  t h i n k  w i t h  w h a t  I  s h a l l  c o n c l u d e  t h i s  l e t t e r —  
w i t h  a n  a c c o u n t  o f  M e s m e r i s m  a n d  s u r g i c a l  o p e r a t i o n s  ! Y o u  
m u s t  k n o w  t h a t  t h e y  h a v e  h e r e  l a t e l y  t h o u g h t  o f  a p p l y i n g  
t h e  f u l l  i n s e n s i b i l i t y  c a u s e d  b y  M e s m e r i s m  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  
m a k i n g  t h e  m o s t  s e v e r e  o p e r a t i o n s  p a i n l e s s .

“  D r .  E s d a i l e ,  a s  y e t  a  y o u n g  p h y s i c i a n  i n  t h e  C o m p a n y ’s  
s e r v i c e ,  h a s  fo r  r h e  l a s t  e i g h t e e n  m o n t h s  u s e d  i t  i n  t h e  t r e a t ­
m e n t  o f  h i s  H i n d u  a n d  M a h o m e d a n  p a t i e n t s ,  w h o ,  l ik e  t h e  
C h i n e s e  i n  C a n t o n ,  d e l a y  c o n s u l t i n g  t h e  E u r o p e a n  d o c t o r s  t i l l  
t h e i r  c a s e s  b e c o m e  o f  t h e  m o s t  d e s p e r a t e  d e s c r i p t i o n .

“  H i s  e x p e r i m e n t  c o m p l e t e l y  s u c c e e d e d  ; h e  g a v e  h i m s e l f  
u p  t o  i t ,  a n d  w o r k e d  w o n d e r s  ; a n d  t h e r e u p o n  t h e  d o c t o r s  
m a d e  w a r  u p o n  h i m  w i t h  f i re  a n d  s w o r d .  B u t  h e  so  g a i n e d  
t h e  p u b l i c  c o n f i d e n c e  b y  h i s  o p e n  c o n d u c t  a n d  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  
a l l  c h a r l a t a n r y ,  t h a t  t h o  G o v e r n m e n t  f e l t  c o m p e l l e d  t o  s u b ­
m i t  h i s  e x p e r i m e n t s  t o  a  C o m m i s s i o n  fo r  p r a c t i c a l  d e m o n s t r a ­
t i o n .  A  C o m m i s s i o n  o f  d o c t o r s ,  h a t i n g  w i t n e s s e d  h i s  e x p e r i ­
m e n t s ,  d e e i  l e d  in  h i s  f a v o r  ; a n d  f o r  t h e  l a s t  t w o  m o n t h s  h o  
h a s  b e e n  p l a c e d  a t  t h e  h e a d  o f  a  m e s m e r i c  h o s p i t a l ,  w h e r e  h a  
p e r f o r m s  t h e  m o s t  d r e a d f u l  o p e r a t i o n s  w i t h o u t  t h e  p a t i e n t s  
f e e l i n g  t h e m .  H o  h a s  p e r f o r m e d  u p w a r d s  o f  o n e  h u n d r e d  
o p e r a t i o n s  w i t h o u t  o n e  d e a t h  o c c u r r i n g ,  s o m e  b e i n g  t h e  r e m o ­
v a l  o f  t u m o u r s  f r o m  6 0  lb s .  t o  100 l b s .  in  w e i g h t .  I n  c o n s e ­
q u e n c e  t h e  p o o r  h e a t h e n  t h i n k  i t  h e l p  s e n t  f r o m  h e a v e n ,  a n d  
r e g a r d  D r .  E s d a i l e  a s  a n  i n c a r n a t i o n  o f  V i s h n u .D

“  W h a t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  p l e a s e s  m e  i n  E s d a i l e  is  h i s  c l e a r ,  
s o u n d ,  c o m m o n  s e n s e  ; f o r  h e  m a k e s  n o  p r e t e n s i o n s  t o  c u r e  
a l l  d i s e a s e s  b y  M e s m e r i s m .  l i e  is  a  d o c t o r ,  l ik e  a n y  o t h e r  
d o c t o r ,  a n d  a  b o l d  o p e r a t o r .  H e  o n l y  s a y s  : ‘ M y  f a c t s
p r o v e  t h a t  I  c a n  p e r f o r m  p a i n l e s s  o p e r a t i o n s ,  a n d  I  o n l y  w i s h  
y o u ,  f o r  t h e  s a k e  o f  h u m a n i t y ,  t o  a c k n o w l e d g e  t h i s  s i m p l e  
a n d  i n c o n t e s t a b l e  f a c t . ’ H e  h a s  l o n g  f o l l o w e d  t h i s  h o n o r ­
a b l e  c o n d u c t ,  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  I  h o p e  i t  m a y  b r i n g  h i m  f a m e  a n d  
f o r t u n e .

“  I  w a s  v e r y  k i n d l y  r e c e i v e d  b y  h i m  ; a n d  l ie m a y  p e r h a p s  
p r e f e r  t h e  o p i n i o n  o f  n n  u n p r e j u d i c e d  l a y m a n  t o  t h a t  o f  a  
p r e j u d i c e d  c o l l e a g n o .  I  w e n t  t o  se e  h i s  h o s p i t a l ,  a s  o n e  m u s t  
se e  t h e s e  t h i n g s  t o  r e m o v e  d i s b e l i e f ,  a n d  t o  bo a b l e  to  r e p r o v e  
i t  i n  o t h e r s ,  a n d  s a w  m y s e l f  a n  o p e r a t i o n  p e r f o r m e d ,  w h i c h  
f r o m  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  c o m p l a i n t  w n s  m o s t  b loody ' ,  d r e a d f u l  
a n d  p a i n f n l .  T h o  p a t i e n t  n e v e r  f e l t  i t ,  a n d  w a s  a w a k e n e d  
f ive m i n u t e s  a f t e r  a l l  t h e  b a n d a g e s  h a d  b e e n  a p p l i e d ,  a n d  
e p o k e  to  u s  a l l  u n c o n c e r n e d l y ,  f e e l i n g  n o  p a i n  in  t h e  w o u n d  
t i l l  i t  w a s  s h o w n  to  h i m  ; a n d  i t  w a s  o n l y  t h e n  t h a t  h e  s t a r t ­
e d ,  a n d  p u t t i n g  h i s  h a n d s  t o g e t h e r  t h a n k e d  G o d  t h a t  h is  
c o m p l a i n t  h a d  b o e n  r e m o v e d .  T h e  t h i n g  p l e a s e d  m e  m u c h ,  
e n d  i t  a p p e a r e d  to  m e  to  b e  i iu  i m m e n s e  a d v a n c e .  B e s id e s  
t h o  c h i e f  a d v a n t a g e  g a i n e d ,  t h e  o t h e r  d i r e c t  a d v a n t a g e s  a r e  
t h e s e  ; t h a t  t h e  p a t i e n t  d o e s  n o t  b e c o m e  e x in iu s t e d  w i t h  f e a r  
a n d  p a i n ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e  s u r g e o n  c a n  o p e r a t e  w i t h  g r e a t e s t  
c a s e  a s  i f - o u  a  c o r p s e .  I  s h o u l d  n e v e r  h a v e  b e e n  a b l e  t o  
w i t n e s s  s u c h  a n  o p e r a t i o n  i f  I  h a d  a lso  b e e n  o b l i g e d  to  b e h o l d  
t h e  s u f f e r i n g s  o f  t h e  s i c k  m a n .  B u t  t h u s ,  i t  d i d  n o t  e x c i t e  
a n y  d i s a g r e e a b l e  f e e l i n g s  in  m e ,  a n d  I  a m  a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  
h a p p y  to  b e  a b l e  t o  s p e a k  o f  t i i e  c a s e  w i t h  t h e  w e i g h t  o f  a n  
e y e - w i t n e s s . ”



A s  r e g a r d s  a  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  q u e s t i o n ,  w h e t h e r  M e s m e r i s m  
d o e s  n o t  l e a v e  b e h i n d  i t  a n y  n o x i o u s  i n f l u e n c e ,  a n d  m a k e s  a n  
a f t e r - c u r e  m o r e  d i f f i c u l t ; I  m a y  o b s e r v e  t h a t  D r .  E s d a i l e  
m o s t  c o n f i d e n t l y  d e n i e s  th i s ,  a n d  p o i n t s  t o  t h e  f a c t  o f  “  o n e  
h u n d r e d  o p e r a t i o n s  h a v i n g  b een  p e r f o r m e d  w i t h o u t  a  d e a t h , ” 
T h e  f a m o  o f  h i s  s n c c e s s e s  s o o n  led  to  h i s  t r a n s f e r  to  C a l c u t t a .  
G o v e r n m e n t  o r d e r c d a  M e s m e r i c  C o m r u i t t e e o f  p r o f e s s i o n a l  m e n  
t o  w i t n e s s  h i s  a l l e g e d  p a in l e s s  o p e r a t i o n s ,  a n d  u p o n  r e c e i p t  
o f  t h e i r  r e p o r t ,  t h e  f o l l o w in g  o r d e r  o f  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  o f  B e n ­
g a l ,  o f  d a t e  4 t h  N o v e m b e r  1846 ,  w a s  g a z e t t e d  :—

“ W i t h  t h i s  v i o w  H i s  H o n o r  h a s  d e t e r m i n e d ,  w i t h  t h e  s a n c ­
t i o n  o f  t h o  S u p r e m e  G o v e r n m e n t ,  to  p l a c o  D r .  E s d a i l e  f o r  
o n e  y e a r  in  c h a r g e  o f  a  s m a l l  e x p e r i m e n t a l  h o s p i t a l  i n  s o m o  
f a v o r a b l e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  C a l c u t t a ,  in  o r d e r  t h a t  h e  m a y ,  a s  r e ­
c o m m e n d e d  b y  t h e  C o m m i t t e e ,  e x t e n d  h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  t o  
t h o  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  o f  t h i s  a l l e g e d  a g e n c y  t o  a l l  d e s c r i p t i o n s  o f  
c a s e s ,  m e d i c a l  a s  w e l l  a s  s u r g i c a l ,  a n d  a l l  c l a s s e s  o f  p a t i e n t s ,  
E u r o p e a n  a s  w e l l  a s  N a t i v e .  D r .  E s d a i l e  w i l l  b e  d i r e c t e d  to  
e n c o u r a g e  t h e  r e s o r t  to  h i s  h o s p i t a l  o f  a l l  r e s p e c t a b l e  p e r s o n s ,  
e s p e c i a l l y  m e d i c a l  a n d  s c i e n t i f i c ,  w h e t h e r  in  o r  o u t  o f  t h e  s e r ­
v ice ,  w h o  m a y  b e  d e s i r o u s  o f  s a t i s f y i n g  t h e m s e l v e s  o f  t h o  
n a t u r e ,  a n d  t h o  e f f e c t  o f  h i s  e x p e r i m e n t s ,  a n d  H i s  H o n o r  w i l l  
n o m i n a t e ,  f r o m  a m o n g  t h e  m e d i c a l  o f f ice rs  o f  t h e  P r e s i d e n c y ,  
‘ V i s i t o r s ’ w h o s e  d u t y  i t  w i l l  b e  t o  v i s i t  t h e  h o s p i t a l  f r o m  t i m o  
fo  t i m e ,  i n s p e c t  D r .  E s d a i l e ’s p r o c e e d i n g s ,  w i t h o u t  e x e r c i s i n g  
i in y  i n t o r f e r o u c o ,  a n d  o c c a s i o n a l l y ,  o r  w l io u  c a l l e d  o n ,  r e p o r t  
u p o n  t h e m ,  t h r o u g h  t h e  M e d i c a l  B o a r d ,  fo r  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  
o f  G o v e r n m e n t .  O n  t h e s e  r e p o r t s  w i l l  m a i n l y  d e p e n d  w h a t  
f u r t h e r  s t e p s  t h o  G o v e r n m e n t  m a y  d e e m  i t  e x p e d i e n t  t o  t a k o  
i n  t h e  m a t t e r .

“ I  h a v e  t h e  h o n o r  t o  b e ,  g e n t l e m e n ,  y o u r  m o s t  o b e d i e n t  
s e r v a n t ,

“  ( S i g n e d )  F e e d .  J a s .  T T a l u d a y ,
“  S e c r e ta r y  lo th e  G o v e r n m e n t o f  B e n g a l  ”

S h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h i s ,  t h e  a n r e s t h e t i c  p r o p e r t i e s  o f  e t h e r  w e r o  
d i s c o v e r e d  b y  m y  c o u n t r y m e n ,  D r s .  M o r t o u  a n d  C h a r l e s  T .  
J a c k s o n ,  a n d  i t s  n s e  w a s  s u b s t i t u t e d  f o r  t h a t  o f  M e s m e r i s m  
a s  b e i n g  m o r e  u n i v e r s a l l y  p r a c t i c a b l e ,  t h o u g h  m o r e  d a n g e r o u s ,  
sind  n o  m o r o  e f f i c a c io u s  in  p r o d u c i n g  a n a e s th e s i a .  O n e  w o u l d  
h a v e  t h o u g h t — w o u l d  h e  n o t ? — t h a t  t h e  m e d i c a l  p r o f e s s i o n  
w o u l d  h a v o  h a i l e d  w i t h  j o y  so  i m p o r t a n t  a  h e l p  a s  M e s m e r ­
i s m  t o  m a k e  t h e i r s  in  f a c t ,  a s  i n  n a m e ,  t h e  “  H e a l i n g  A r t . ”  
O n o  w o u l d  h a v e  f a n c i e d  t h a t  t h e  m e r e  i n s t i n c t  o f  c o m p a s s i o n  
f o r  a  w o r l d  o f  s u f f e r e r s  w o u l d  h a v e  m a d e  t h e  S u r g e o n s  a u d  
D o c t o r s  m o s t  e a g e r  to  s t u d y  M e s m e r i s m ,  a n d  a v a i l  o f  i t s  s a f e  
n n d  b l e s s e d  h e l p .  P u t  i t  w a s  n o t  so .  T h e  b o o k s  o f  D r .  
E s d a i l e  s h o w  b y  c i t a t i o n  o f  d o c u m e n t a r y  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  h i s  
c o l l e a g u e s  s e t  u p o n  h i m  w i t h  c r u e l  v i o l e n c e  to  b r e a k  d o w n  
h i s  g r o w i n g  f a m e ,  n n l l i f y  h i s  e f f o r t ,  a n d  d e s t r o y  h i s  c a r c e r .  
I f  h e  h a d  b e e n  o n e  o f  y o u r  l i m p  c r e a t u r e s  w i t h o u t  b a c k ­
b o n e ,  t h e y  w o u l d  h a v e  s u c c e e d e d ,  b u t  h e  w a j  a  S c o t c h m a n ,  
n  m a n  o f  s t e e l ,  f u l l  o f  t h e  b r a w n y  s t u f f  o f  w h i c h  h e r o e s  a r e  
m a d o ;  t h e y  m i g h t  k i l l  h i m  a n d  w e l c o m o ,  i f  t h e y  c o u l d ,  b u t  
t h e r o  l ie  s t o o d ,  a n d  t h e r e  h o  s h o u l d  s t a n d  w i t h o u t  b u d g i n g  
n n  i n c h .  T h r o u g h o u t  a l l  h i s  p a g e s  i s  t h e  r i n g  o f  a n  h o n e s t  
n a t u r e  ; o n e  r e a d s  h i m  b u t  to  r e s p e c t  a n d  lo v e  h i m  f o r  a  t r u e  
m a n .  R e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  b i t t e r  o p p o s i t i o n  a r o u s e d  b y  h i s  
H u g h l y  s u c c e s s e s ,  h e  s a y s : — “ A f t e r  b e i n g  t h o  b e s t - a b u s e d  
m a n  i n  t h e  w o r l d  *  * *  I  w a s  s o o n  a s  e x t r a v a g a n t l y  
o v e r p r a i s e d ,  m e r e l y  fo r  r e f u s i n g  to  b e  b u l l i e d  o u t  o f  m y  
a e n s e s  a n d  u n d e r s t a n d i n g ,  a n d  f o r  n o t  b e i n g  a  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  
r o w a r d .  T h i s  a p p e a l  [ h e  r e f e r s  t o  h i s  p u b l i s h e d  m o n t h l y  
r e p o r t s  o f  l i is  c a s e s  w h i c h  s o  a s t o u n d e d  a n d  c o n v i n c e d  
t h o  p u b l i c  t h a t  “ a t  t h e  e n d  o f  a  y e a r ,  t h e r o  w a s  n o t  
fi p a p e r  f r o m  C a p e  C o m o r i n  t o  t h e  H i m a l a y a s  t h a t  d i d  
n o t  w i s h  m e  a n d  M e s m e r i s m  g o d - s p e e d ” ] to  t h o  p e o p l e ’s 
c o m m o n  s e n se  a n d  n a t u r a l  l o v e  o f  j u s t i c e  w a s  e x t r e m e l y  
d i s t a s t e f u l  to  m y  p r o f e s s i o n a l  j u d g e s ,  a n d  w a s  d o n o u n e c d  
n s  u n p re c e d e n te d , u n d ig n if ie d , u n p r o fe s s io n a l , o n ly  w o r th y  
o f  a n  a d v e r t is in g  q u a c k , & c. H u t  h a v i n g  n o  r e s p c e l  f o r  t h e  
p r e c e d e n t s  o f  p r e j u d i c e ;  d e s p i s i n g  t h e  d i g n i t y  t h a t  f e a r s  
p o l l u t i o n  f r o m  t h e  c o n t a c t  o i  v u l g a r  f a c t s  ; p r e f e r r i n g  t h e  
m o d e r a t e  i n d e p e n d e n c e  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  s e r v i c e  t o  t h e  b e s t  p r i v a t e  
p r a c t i c e  in C a l c u t t a  ; a n d  b e l o n g i n g  t o  n o  p r o f e s s i o n  t h a t  d o e s  
n o t  g l a d l y  r e c e i v e  t r u t h ,  I  w a s  a s  i n d i f f e r e n t  to  s u c h  a t t a c k s  
a s  t o  s p i t t i n g  n p o n ,  o r  s t r i k i n g  a t  m y  s h a d o w .  A n  o p p o s i t i o n  
t o  t r u t h  i s  a s  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  i t s  a d v a n c e m e n t  a s  a  p a r l i a m e n t a r y  
o p p o s i t i o n  i s  f o r  g o o d  g o v e r n m e n t ,  a n d  b u t  f o r  a  b i t t e r  a n d  
b i g o t t e d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  o p p o s i t i o n ,  I  s h o u l d  n e v e r  h a v e  g o n e  to  
C a l c u t t a  a t  a l l ; t h e r e  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  n o  C o m m i t t e e  o r d e r e d  
t o  r e p o r t  u p o n  m y  m e s m e r i c  o p e r a t i o n s  b y  t h o  G o v e r n m e n t

o f  I n d i a ;  n o  e x p e r i m e n t a l  h o s p i t a l  w o u l d  e v e r  h a v e  b e e n  
e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t ; n o  m e s m e r i c  h o s p i t a l ,  s u p ­
p o r t e d  b y  p u b l i c  s u b s c r i p t i o n ,  w o u l d  e v e r  h a v e  b e e n  h e a r d  
o f ;  a n d  I  s h o u l d  n e v e r  h a v o  s u c c e e d e d  in  i n t r o d u c i n g  M e s ­
m e r i s m  i n t o  r e g u l a r  h o s p i t a l  p r a c t i c e  i n  C a l c u t t a . ”  T h e r e  
y o u  h a v e  a  c o m p l e t e  p i c t u r e  o f  t h e  m a n ,  a n d  w i l l  n o t  w o n d e r  
t h a t  h e  s h o u l d  h a v e  t a k e n  u p  t h e  s t u d y  o f  M e s m e r i s m  n p o n  
r e a d i n g  a b o u t  i t s  s u c c e s s e s  i n  E u r o p e ,  a n d  so  s p l e n d i d l y  
p r o v e d  in  p r a c t i c e  i t s  i n c a l c u l a b l e  m e r i t s .

I  f i n d  t h e  i d e a  o f  t h e  v a l u e  o f  a  h e a l t h y  o p p o s i t i o n  to  a  n e w  
t r u t h ,  n e a t l y  w o r k e d  o u t  b y  D r .  E s d a i l e  in  t h i s  l i t t l e  w o r k  o f  
h i s .  H e  s a y s  ( P r e f a c e ,  v i i ) : — “ W i t h o u t  t h e  u s u a l  a l l o w a n c e o f  
i n s u l t ,  i n j u r y ,  a n d  m i s r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  h e a p e d  u p o n  d i s c o v e r e r s  
a n d  r e f o r m e r s ,  t h e y  w o u l d  o f t e n  b e  c o n t e n t  w i t h  a  k n o w l e d g e  
o f  t h e  t r u t h ,  a n d  t h e  m e n t a l  s a t i s f a c t i o n  o f  h a v i n g  s o u g h t  i t  
f o r  i t s  o w n  a s k e .  B u t  i n s u l t  a n d  i n j u s t i c e  a r e  t h e  s p u r s  t h a t  
o v e r c o m e  t h e i r  n a t u r a l  i n d o l e n e c  a n d  i m p e l  t h e m  to  d o  m u c h  
m o r e  t h a n  t h e y  e v e r  i n t e n d e d  ; a n d  a s  t h e  b e s t  v i n d i c a t i o n  o f  
t h e i r  c h a r a c t e r s  a n d  u n d e r s t a n d i n g s ,  t h e y  s e t  a b o u t  c o n v i n ­
c i n g  o t h e r s ,  w h i c h ,  b y  a n  i r r e s i s t i b l e  l a w  o f  n a t u r o ,  t h e y  
m u s t  s u c c e e d  i n  d o i n g  a t  l a s t . ”  T a k e  t h e s e  w i s e  w o r d s  t o  
h e a r t ,  g e n t l e m e n ,  o f  t l io  T h e o s o p h i c a l  S o c i e t y ,  a n d  l e t  t h e m  
c o m f o r t  y o u  w h e n  m e n  p e r s e c u t e  a n d  r e v i l e  y o u  f o r  y o u r  
d e v o t i o n  t o  t h e  c a u s e  o f  t r u t h .

A l t h o u g h  t r e a t i n g  o f  o t h e r  t h i n g e  a s  w e l l ,  t h e  v o l u m e  f r o m  
w h ie h  w e  h a v o  b o e n  q u o t i n g ,  is  m a i n l y  d e v o t e d  to  t h e ' s u b j e c t  
o f  c l a i r v o y a n c e ,

C l a i r v o y a n c o  is  t h e  i n n e r  v i s io n  i n  m a n  ; i t  i s  t h e  p o w e r  of  
s e e i n g  w i t h o u t  t h e  h e l p  o f  p h y s i c a l  e y e s  ; i t  i s  c a l l e d  i n  
H i n d u  P u r a n a s  t h e  t h i r d  e y e  of  S h i v a .

O u r  a u t h o r  t a k e s  u p  t h e  i m p r e g n a b l e  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  N a t u r a  
h e r s e l f  o f t e n  s h o w s  u s  t h e  a b n o r m a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e s e  
p s y c h i c  p o w e r s  o f  s i g h t ,  s m e l l ,  h e a r i n g ,  t a s t e ,  a n d  t o u c h —  
tl io  s p i r i t u a l  c o u n t e r p a r t s  o f  t h e  f ive p h y s i c a l  s e n s e s ;  h e n c e  
t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a  n a t u r a l  b a s i s  f o r  b e l i e f  in  t h e  c l a i m  o f  t h e  
m e s m e r i s t s  t h a t  t h e y ,  b y  t h r o w i n g  t h e i r  p a t i e n t  i n t o  a  s i m i l a r  
a b n o r m a l  c o n d i t i o n ,  c a n  d e v e l o p  t h e  s e l f - s a m e  p o w e r s  w h i c h  
i n h e r e  i n  o u r  c o m m o n  n a t u r e .  H e  g o e s  o n  t o  e i t e  m a n y  
e x a m p l e s ,  t a k e n  f r o m  m e d i c a l  r e c o r d s  o f  v a r i o u s  c o u n t r i e s ,  
n n d  a d d s  e a s e s  o b s e r v e d  b y  D r .  C h a l m e r s  a n d  h i m s e l f  ' a t  
C a l c u t t a ,  A m o n g  o t h e r  e x a m p l e s ,  is  t h a t  o f  t h e  t r a n s f e r  o f  
t h e  s e n s e s  o f  s i g h t  a n d  h e a r i n g  to  t h e  p i t  o f  t h e  s t o m a c h ,  t h e  
t i p s  o f  t h e  f i n g e r s ,  a n d  o t h e r  p a r t s  o f  t h e  b o d y .  A n d  in  c o r ­
r o b o r a t i o n  o f  o t h e r  o b s e r v e r s ,  I  s h a l l  te l l  y o u  a b o u t  a  c a s e  
o c c u r r i n g  u n d e r  m y  o w n  e y e s  h e r e  a t  C a l c u t t a ,

A t  t h e  r e q u e s t  o f  m y  b r o t h e r ,  B a b u  N o r o n d r o  N a t h  S e n ,
I  v i s i t e d  r e c e n t l y  a  l a d y  w h o  w a s  s u b j e c t  to  h y s t e r i c  f i ts .
I  f o u n d  h e r  t o  h a v o  d e v e l o p e d  t h e s e  p s y s i c a l  s e n s e s  to  a n  
e x t r a o r d i n a r y  d e g r e e .  H e r  s e n s e  o f  h e a r i n g  w a s  t r a n s f e r r e d  
t o  t h e  p i t  o f  h e r  s t o m a c h .  T h i s  I  t e s t e d  b y  s t o p p i n g  h e r  e a r s  
w i t h  m y  f in g e r s ,  w h i l e  h e r  h u s b a n d  w h i s p e r e d  s o m e t h i n g  
a t  t h e  p i t  o f  h e r  s t o m a c h ,  w h i c h  s h e  p e r f e c t l y  u n d e r s t o o d .  
I n  t h e s e  h y s t e r i c a l  a t t a c k s ,  a l t h o u g h  h e r  e y e s  a n d  j a w s  a r e  
t i g h t l y  c l o s e d ,  y e t  s h e  w a s  a b l e  to  r e a d  t h e  c o n t e n t s  o f  a  
b o o k  b y  r u n n i n g  h e r  f i n g e r  o v e r  t h e  l i n e s ,  a n d  a f t e r w a r d s  
w r o t e  t h e m  on  a  s l a t e .  I f  a  w o r d  h a p p e n e d  to  bo  m i s s p e l t ,  
o r  a  p o i n t  m i s p l a c e d ,  s h o  w o n l d  d e f t l y  r u b  t h e  l e t t e r  o r  t h e  
p o i n t  f r o m  b e t w e e n  t h o  o t h e r  l e t t e r s  a n d  c o r r e c t  i t .  T h i s  
w a s  n o t  a l l .  S h e  w o u l d  p a s s  h e r  f o o t  a c r o s s  a  l i n e ,  a n d  r e a d  
i t  a s  f a s t  a s  w h e n  s h e  p a s s e d  h e r  f i n g e r s  o v e r  i t .  (C o l .  
O l c o t t  a l s o  m e n t i o n e d  t h o  e a s e  o f  a  g i r l  iu  A m e r i c a ,  w h o ,  i f  a  
b o o k  w e r e  h e l d  b e h i n d  h e r  h e a d ,  c o u l d  r e a d  w e l l . )

I n  o t h e r  p u b l i c  a d d r e s s e s  i n  C a l c u t t a  I  h a v e  s h o w n  t h e  
n a t u r a l  c o n n e c t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  m o d e r n  s c i e n c e  o f  M e s m e r i s m  
a n d  t h e  a n c i e n t  B r a h m a  o r  G u p ta  o r  Y o g a  V id y a  o f  t h e  
A r y a n s ,  a n d  f r o m  l o y a l t y  t o  t h e  t r u t h  I  h a v e  n o t  s h r u n k  
f r o m  t e s t i f y i n g  in  t h e  m o s t  u n q u a l i f i e d  t e r m s  to  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
t h o  A r y a n s  w e r e  t h o  m a s t e r s  o f  t h e  m o d e r n  d a b s t e r s  i n  t h i s  
r u d i m e n t a r y  b r a n c h  o f  t h e i r  m a j e s t i c  s c i e n c e  o f  s c i e n c e s .  I  
h a v e  c a l l e d  y o u r  a t t e n t i o n  o n  th o s o  o t h e r  o c c a s io n s  to  t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  Y o g a  i s  s e l f - i n e s m e r i s a t i o n ,  t h e  Y o g i  m a k i n g  h i s  o w n  
p h y s i c a l  b o d y  t h e  p a t i e n t ,  a n d  h i s  c o n c e n t r a t e d  w i l l  t h o  m e s ­
m e r i s i n g  o p e r a t o r .  A s  t h e  m e s m e r i s e r ,  a f t e r  t h r o w i n g  h i s  
p a t i e n t ’s b o d y  i n t o  p r o f o u n d  s l e e p ,  s h u t s  i t s  a v e n u e s  o f  s e n s e  
a g a i n s t  e v e r y  i m p r e s s i o n  o f  t h e  e x t e r n a l  w o r l d ,  a n d  a w u k e n S  
t h e i r  p s y c h i c  c o u n t e r p a r t s  t o  i n t e n s e  s u s c e p t i b i l i t y  t o  t h o  
t h i n g s  o f  t h o  i n n e r  o r  p s y c h i c  w o r l d ,  so  d o e s  t h e  d e v e ­
lo p e d  Y o g i ,  p l u n g i n g  h i s  b o d y  i n t o  t h e  d e a t h - l i k o  c a t a ­
l e p s y  o f  sa m a d h i,  a r o u s e  a n d  d e v e l o p  h i s  p s y c h i c  s e n s e s  to  
t h e i r  f u l l e s t ,  a n d — w h i c h  t h o  m e s m e r i c  s l e e p e r  d o e s  n o t —; 
k e e p  f u l l  c o n t r o l  o v e r  t h o s e  s e n s e s ,  so t h a t  t h e y  s h a l l  n o t  
d e c e i v e  h i m .



I n  a  r e t u r n  o f  t h e  m e s m e r i c  o p e r a t i o n s ,  p e r f o r m e d  b y  D r .  
E s d a i l c  a t  t h e  j a i l  a n d  c h a r i t y  h o s p i t a l s ,  H u g l i l y ,  a n d  a t  t h e  
N a t i v e  a n d  M e s m e r i c  H o s p i t a l s ,  C a l c u t t a ,  f r o m  M a y  181-5 to  
M n y  18 17, 1 f in d  t h e  f o l lo w in g  s t a t i s t i c s  : —

A m p u t a t i o n  o f  t h i g h  . . .  . . .  . . . 2

A  m p u t a t i o n  o f  lo g .  . . . .  . . .  . . . 1
A m p u t a t i o n  o f  a r m  . . .  . . .  . . . o
A m p u t a t i o n  o f  b r e a s t  ( o n o  o f  7 l b s . ,  a n o t h e r  o f  

1 0  l b s ,  w e ig h t . )  . . .  . . .  . . .  . . . 4
A m p u t a t i o n  o f  t h u m b  . . .  . . .  . . . 1
A m p u t a t i o n  o f  g r e a t  t o e  . . .  . . .  . . . 1
i m p u t a t i o n  o f  p e n i s  . . .  . . .  . . . 3
A m p u t a t i o n  o f  o n o  t e s t i s  . . .  . . .  . . . 3
A m p u t a t i o n  o f  t w o  t e s t i s  . . .  . . .  . . . 2
A m p u t a t i o n  o f  e n l a r g e d  n y m p h r e  a u d  c l i t o r i s  . . . 1
A m p u t a t i o n  o f  s c r o t a l  t u m o u r s  o f  a l l  s i z e s ,  f r o m  

10  lb s .  t o  1 0 3  lb s .  . . .  . . .  . . . 2 0 0
C a n c e r  o f  c h e e k  e x t i r p a t e d . . .  . . .  . . . 1
C a n c e r  o f  e y e b a l l  . . .  . . .  . . .  . . . 1
C a n c e r  o f  s c r o t u m . . .  . .  . . .  . . . 2
C a r l i l a g i p o u s  t u m o u r s  o n  e a r s  r e m o v e d  . . . 2
C a t a r a c t s  o p e r a t e d  o n  . . .  . . .  . . . 3
E u d  o f  b o n e  i n  c o m p o u n d  f r a c t u r e  s a w n  o f f  . . . i
E n d  of  t h u m b  C u t  off  . . .  . . .  " . . . i
C r o a t  to o  n a i l s  c u t  o u t  b y  t h e  r o o t s  . . .  . . . 5
G u m  c u t  a w a y  . . .  . . .  . . .  . . . 1
H e e l s  f l a y e d  . . . .  . . .  . . . 3
H y p e r t r o p h y  o f  p e n i s  r e m o v e d  . . .  . . . 3
H y p e r t r o p h y  o f  p r e p u c e  . . .  . . .  . . . 1
L i t h o t o m y  . . .  . . .  . . .  . . . 1
L i t h o t l ’i t y  . . .  . . .  . . .  . . . 1
P i l e s ,  s u p p u r a t i n g ,  c u t  o u t  .. . . .  . . . 1
Prolapsus, the size of a child’s head reduced in 

the trance ... ... ... ... 1
Strangulated hernia reduced in tranco ... 3
Straitened contracted knees ... ... 3
Straitened contracted arms ... ... ... 3
Tumour in groin removed (a fungoid nudcsccnded 
ri iest.i.-)_.. ... ... ... ... 1
Tumour in Antrum Maxillare removed ... 1
Tumour on leg removed ... ... ... 1

Total.. . 2 (31

M i-d ica l  M e s m e r i s m ,  a s  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  f r o m  S u r g i c a l  M e s ­
m e r i s m ,  is  d i s c u s s e d  by O r .  E s d a i l e  :— ■

“ 1 ' o r  a  l o n g  t i m e  I  p u r p o s e l y  k e p t  t h e  m e d i c a l  p r e t e n s i o n s  
o t  M e s m e r i s m  in  t l ie  b a c k - g r o u n d ,  k n o w i n g  h o w  d i f f i c u l t  i t  
w o u l d  bo to  g i  t  p e o p l e  to  b e l i e v e  in  t h o  e x i s t e n c e  o f  a n  i n v i ­
s ib le  r e m e d y .  B u t  1 t r u s t  i t  h a s  b e e n  p r o v e d  t h a t  w e  p o s s e s s  
a n d  c a n  w i e l d ,  a t  w i l l ,  a  s u b t l e ,  v i t a l  a g e n t  i n h e r e n t  in  o u r  
c o n s t i t u t i o n s ,  a n d  t h a t  i t  p r o d u c e s  e i f c c t s  o n  t h e  h u m a n  f r a m o  
t h a t  c a n n o t  bo  e x c e e d e d  b y  th o  m o s t  p o t e n t  d r u g s .  T h e  e x i s t ­
e n c e  o f  a  v i t a l  a g e n t  b e in g  p r o v e d ,  w l i i e l i  is  c a p a b l e  o f  r e d u c ­
i n g  a  l i v i n g  m a n ,  t e m p o r a r i l y ,  t o  t h e  i n s e n s i b i l i t y  o f  a  c o r p s e ,  
a n d  w i t h o u t  s u b s e q u e n t  i n j u r y  t o  t h e  s y s t e m ,  i t  is  e v i d e n t  
t h a t  s u c h  a n  i n t l u e n c e  p o s s e s s e s  t h e  e s s e n t i a l  c o n d i t i o n s  of  a  
c u r a t i v e  a g e n t ,  in t h e  h i g h e s t  d e g r e e — p m v e r  a n d  s a fe ty  in  its  
a p p lic a t io n .  I t  is a l s o  c h a r  t h a t  i t s  i n t l u e n c e  is  p r i m a r i l y  
e x e r t e d  o v e r  t h e  n e r v o u s  s y s t e m  ; a n d ,  a s  t h i s  is  t l ie  a n i m a t ­
i n g  p r i n c i p l e  o f  t h e  w h o l e  b o d y ,  w e  m i g h t  n a t u r a l l y  e x p e c t  i t  
t o  b e  ol s e r v i c e  in  t h e  t r e a t m e n t  o f  n e r v o u s  a n d  m a n y  f u n c ­
t i o n a l  d i s e a s e s ,  l u  s h o r t ,  t h e  d i s c o v e r y  o f ' s u e h  a  n a t u r a l  p o w e r  
o p e n s  o u t  a  n e w  m e a n s  o f  m o d i f y i n g  t h e  h u m a n  f r a m e  to  a n  
e x t e n t  t h a t  c a n  be  d e t e r m i n e d  b y  l o n g  a n d  v a r i e d  e x p e r i e n c e  
o n ly .  I  h a t  t h e  e f fe c t s  o f  t h i s  a g e n t  a r e  c a u s e d  b y  a  v i t a l  
a c t i o n  o f  t h e  p a t i e n t ’s n e r v o u s  s y s t e m  is  e v i d e n t  f r o m  t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  p e r s o n s  a t  t h e  a p p r o a c h  o f  d e a t h  b e c o m e  i n s e n s i b l e  
t o  t h i s  a s  to  nil o t h e r  n a t u r a l  a g e n t s ,  a l t h o u g h ,  a t  a n  e a r l i e r  
p e r i o d ,  t h e y  h a v e  b e e n  e a s i l y  a f f e c t e d  a n d  r e d u c e d  to  a n y  
d e s i r e d  d e g r e e  o f  t h e  m e s m e r i c  c o n d i t i o n .

“ I .  I  wa.s c e r t a i n  ( i f  l i fe  i s  n o t  a  p h a n t a s m a g o r i a )  t h a t ,  in  
t h e  m e s m e r i c  t r a n c e ,  th o  m u s c l e s  of  t h e  w h o l e  b o d y  h a d  b e e n  
a s  p l a s t i c  a u d  o b e d i e n t  to  m y  c o m m a n d  a s  c l a y  i n  i h o  h a n d s  
o f  t h e  p o t t e r  ; a n d  1 f e l t  s a t i s f i e d  t h a t ,  i f  t h e  s a m e  s t a t e  o f  
t h i n g s  c o u l d  b e  a g a i n  b r o u g h t  a b o u t ,  m u s c u l a r  s p a s m s  a u d  
c o n v u l s i o n s  w o u l d  b o  o v e r c o m e  b y  t h i s  g r e a t  s o l v e n t  p o w e r .  
I h e  e x t i n c t i o n  o f  c o n v u l s io n s ,  a n d  t h e  s t r a i g h t e n i n g  o f  c o n ­
t r a c t e d  l i m b s  in  t h e  t r a n c e ,  v e r y  s o o n  v e r i f i e d  t h i s  i n f e r e n c e .

“ I I -  H a v i n g  w i t n e s s e d  in  m y  f i r s t  c a s e  t h e  e x t i n c t i o n  o f  
s e v e r e  e x i s t i n g  p a i n  i n  t h e  t r a n c e ,  1 w a s  l e d  to  c o n c l u d e  t h u t ,  
i u  a  l i k e  s t a t e  o f  t h i n g s ,  n e r v o u s  p a i n s  w o u l d  p r o b a b l y  v a n i s h

b e f o r e  t h i s  s u p r e m e  a n o d y n e .  T h e  c u r e  o f  n e r v o u s  h e a d ­
a c h e s  i m m e d i a t e l y  d e m o n s t r a t e d  t h e  t r o t h  o f  t h i s  id ea .

“ I I I .  T h e  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  i n s e n s i b i l i t y  t o  a r t i f i c i a l  p a i u  
c o n v i n c e d  m e  t h a t  t h e  m o s t  p a i n f u l  s u r g i c a l  o p e r a t i o n s  m i g h t  
b e  p e r f o r m o d  w i t h o u t  t h e  k n o w l e d g e  p f  t h o  p a t i e n t ;  a n d  e v e r  
s i n c e  t h e n  t h i s  h a s  b e e n  a  d a i l y  m a t t e r  o f  c o u r s e .

“  I V .  I  h a d  s e e n  h i g h  lo c a l  i n f l a m m a t i o n  a n d  s y m p a t h e t i c  
f e v e r  s u s p e n d e d  d u r i n g  t h e  t r a n c e  in  m y  f i r s t  p a t i e n t ,  a u d  th o  
p u l s e  a n d  t e m p e r a t u r e  b e c o m e  n a t u r a l ;  t h e n c e  I  i n f e r r e d  t h e  
p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  s u b d u i n g  a c t i v e  i n f l a m m a t i o n  hy  th o  s e d a t i v a  
i n f lu e n c e  o f  t h e  t r a n c e . ”

T h e  G o v e r n m e n t  r e t u r n s  s h o w  t h a t  t h e  c a s e s  o f  t r e a t m e n t  
o f  E p y l e p s y ,  R h e u m a t i s m ,  P a r a l y s i s ,  D e a f n e s s ,  N e u r a l g i a ,  
C e p h a l a l g i a ,  & c., w e r e  n o t  v e r y  n u m e r o u s ;  c e r t a i n l y  t h e y  d o  
n o t  a p p r o x i m a t e  i n  n u m b e r  t h o s e  w h ic h  I  m y s e l f  h a v e  h a d  
u n d e r  m y  t r e a t m e n t  d u r i n g  m y  p r e s e n t  t o u r  t h r o u g h  B e n g a l  
a n d  B o h a r .  M y  P r i v a t e  S e c r e t a r y ,  l i a b u  N i v a r a n  C h u n d e r  
M u k e r j i ,  h a s  c o m p i l e d  s t a t i s t i c s ,  f r o m  w h i c h  i t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  
s i n c e  m y  a r r i v a l  a t  C a l c u t t a ,  o n  t h e  2 1 s t  F e b r u a r y  l a s t  a n d  
u n t i l  t h e  1 7 t h  M a y  c u r r e n t ,  1 h a v e  g i v e n  m e s m e r i c  t r e a t m e n t  
t o  n o  l e s s  t h a n  2 , 8 1 2  p e r s o n s  o f  b o t h  s e x e s  a n d  a l l  a g e s —  
H i n d u s ,  M a h o n i e d a n s ,  J e w s ,  a n d  C h r i s t i a n s .  O f  t h e s e  5 5 7  
w e r e  t r e a t e d  b y  t h e  i m p o s i t i o n  o f  h a n d s  a n d  c u r a t i v e  f r i c t i o n s  
a n d  p a s s e s ,  a n d  2 , 2 5 5  b y  th o  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  v i t a l i z e d  
( m e s m e r i s e d )  w a t e r ,  a l l o w i n g  o n e  p i n t  b o t t l e  o f  w a t e r  t o  e a c h  
p a t i e n t .  T h e  p u b l i s h e d  r e p o r t s  o f  s o m e  o f  t h e  c a s e s  s h o w  
v e r y  a s t o n i s h i n g  c u r e s  o f  b l i n d n e s s ,  d e a f n e s s ,  s p e e c h l e s s n e s s  
e p i l e p s y ,  h y s t e r i a ,  c h r o n i c  c o l ic ,  n e u r a l g i a ,  r h e u m a t i s m ,  p a r a l ­
y s i s ,  c h r o n i c  h c a d a c h o ,  &e., & c .  S o  t h e n ,  i t  h a s  b e e n  m y  
g o o d  f o r t u n e  ( w i t h  t h e  b l e s s i n g  o f  m y  G u r u  w h o  h a s  h e l p e d  
m e )  t o  p r o v e  on  a  l a r g e  s c a l e  t h o  t r u t h  o f  t h e  p r o p o s i t i o n s ,  
l a i d  d o w u  b y  D r .  E s d a i l e  a t  C a l c u t t a  t h i r t y  o d d  y e a r s  ago .  
A n d  t h o  s y m p a t h y  o f  o n e  w h o  h a s  f o l lo w e d  l i is  f o o t s t e p s  
a n d  e n c o u n t e r e d  s i m i l a r  o b s t a c l e s  to  t h o s e  p l a c e d  in  h i s  w a y ,  
m a k e s  i t  a l i k e  a  p l e a s u r e  a u d  a  d u t y  to  r e c a l l  h i s  m e m o r y  to  
t h e  m i n d  o f  C a l c u t t a ,  a n d  l a y  a  w r e a t h  o f  f l o w e r s  u p o n  h i s  
t o m b .

l i e f o r e  p a s s i n g  o n  to  m y  c o n c l u s i o n ,  a n d  s p e a k i n g  o f  t h o  
i n t e r e s t  a n d  d u t y  o f  H i n d u s  t o w a r d s  t h e  m e s m e r i c  q u e s t io n ,  
l e t  m e  s h o w  t o  m y  C h r i s t i a n  f r i e n d s  h e r e  p r e s e n t  w h a t  a  
C h r i s t i a n  c l e r g y m a n  h a s  w r i t t e n  a b o u t  t h e  v a l u e  o f  M e s m e ­
r i s m  a s  a n  a i d  to  r e l i g io n .

T h e  R e v .  C h a u n e y  H a r e  T o w n s h e n d ,  iu  h i s  F a d s  in  M e s­
m e r ism  ( L o n d o n ,  1 8 1 4 ) ,  s h o w s  t h o  i m p o r t a n c o  o f  M e s m e r i s m  
a s  t h e  o n l y  m e a n s  o f  p r o v i n g  t h e  p o s s i b l e  s e p a r a t i o n  o f  s o u l  
a n d  b o d y .  H e  s a y s  : —

“ T h e  m e t a p h y s i c a l  d e d u c t i o n s  w h ic h  m n y  b e  d r a w n  f ro m  
m e s m e r i c  p h e n o m e n a ,  h a v e  a lw a y s  a p p e a r e d  to me, in  t h e m s e lv e s ,  
to  c o n s t i t u t e  a  su f l io ie u t  a n d  a  n o b le  a n s w e r  to  t h e  i n q u i r y  : 1 I n  
w h a t  can  m e s m e r i s m  c o n t r i b u t e  to  t h e  w e l fa re  o r  k n o w l e d g e  o£ 
m a n  p’ T h e  l i g h t  w h ic h  t h i s  a g e n c y  t h r o w s  u p o n  th e  m y s t e r i e s  
of o u r  n a t u r e ,  u u o n  s o m e  of t h e  p r o f o u n d e s t  t r u t h s  of  R e l i g i o n  ; 
t h o  in d i c a t i o n s  w h ic h  i t  a lo n e  p r e s e n t s  of a  p o s s ib le  s e p a ra t io n  
b e tw e e u  s o u l  a n d  b o d y ,  a n d  of t h e  p r e d o m i n a t i n g  p o w e r s  of th o  
f o r m e r  m u s t  e v e r  v in d ic a t e  t h e  s in c e re  i n q u i r e r  in to  i t s  l aw s  frcm* 
th e  c h a r g e  of  t r i f l in g  w i th  a n  id le  s u b j e c t  * * * , l i u t  i t  is t h e  
p e c u l i a r  h a p p i '  ess  of m e s m e r i s m  n o t  lo  be  fo rce d  to  r e ly  u p o n  
a n y  o n e  s o l i t a r y  a u d  p a r t i a l  c l a im  lo  n o t i c e  a n d  c o n s id e r a t i o n .  
I t s  r o o t s  a r e  c a s t  d e e p l y  a u d  e x t e n s iv e ly  in to  th e  g e n e r a l  g r o u u d  
of h u m a n i t y .  W h e r e  l l ie  m e t a p h y s ic ia n  l eav es  it , t h e  m a n  of 
sc ie n c e  m a y  Lake i t  u p  . ”

A n d  now',  y o u  w i l l  a s k  i f  t h e r o  a r e  a n y  t r a c e s  in  H i n d u  
w r i t i n g s  o f  t h e  k n o w l e d g e  o f  t h e  m e s m e r i c  a u r a  b y  t h e  
A r y a n s .  T h e r o  a r e  m a n y  s u c h ,  a n d  i n d e e d  y o u  w il l  f ind  t h a t  
t h e r e  a r e  f e w  t h i n g s  c o n n e c t e d  w i th  t l ic  c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  m a n  
w h i c h  w e r e  n o t  k n o w n  to  t h e m .  I n  t h e  S a r i r a k a  S u t r a  o f  
V e d a  V y a s a  t h i s  v i t a l  o r  m e s m e r i c  a u r a  is s p o k e n  o f  a.s u sh m a .

A sija ioa  ch o p npa tte  resha u sh m a ,"  h e  s a y s  ; “  b y  t h e  a u r a  
( u s / i w n )  o f  t h e  i n n e r  m a n  (sukslaw.t sa r ira )  is  t l io  a u r a  (ushm a)  
of t h e  o u t e r  m a n  (s th u la  sa r ira — b o d y )  p e r c e i v e d . ” I  s h o w e d  
y o u  o n  a n o t h e r  o c c a s i o n  t h e  e n g r a v i n g  in  B a r o n  V o n  R c i c h e u -  
b a o h ’s g r i n d  w o r k ,  s h o w i n g  thi^ e x i s t e n c e  o f  t h i s  a u r a  o r  
n e r v o u s  f o g  a b o u t  h u m a n  b e i n g s ,  a u d  a l s o  a n i m a l s ,  v e g e t a ­
b le s  a n d  m i n e r a l s .  I  t h e n  a f f i r m e d  t h a t  t h o  A r y a n s  h a d  
a n t i c i p a t e d  t h e  l e a r n e d  A u s t r i a n  C h e m i s t  b y  m a n y  c e u t u r i e a ,  
a n d  p r o v e d  i t  b y  i n s t a n c e s  d r a w n  f r o m  H i n d u  r e l i g i o u s  c e r e ­
m o n i e s  a n d  c a s t e  o b s e r v a n c e s .  1 c a n  n o w  q u o t e  c o n f i r m a t o r y  
sla/can f r o m  H a r i  to. (A th a rv a  V eda)  a n d  S n s r u ta ,  t h e  g r e a t e s t  
(if o u r  A r y a n  m e d i c a l  a u t h o r i t i e s .  S a y s  H a r i t a  ;—

“ A  h e a l t h y  p e r s o n  s h o u l d  n o t  s l e e p  o n  t h e  s a m e  b e d  w i t h  
a  d i s e a s e d  p e r s o n .  S h o u l d  b e  so  s l e e p  b y  m i s t a k e ,  h e  is  s u r o  
t o  g e t  d ia c u s c d .
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“  O n o  m u s t  k e e p  h i m s e l f  a t  l e a s t  tivo  c u b i ts  o f f  f r o m  t h e  
b e d  o f  a  s i c k  p e r s o n ,  e v e n  i f  h e  h a s  to  a d m i n i s t e r  h i m  m e d i -  
c i n o s  d a y  a n d  n i g h t .

“  E v e n  i f  a  s o n  b o r n  o f  o n o ’s  o w n  l o i n s  b o  a t t a c k e d  w i t h  
l e p r o s y ,  c c z o m a ,  b ro n n ,  c a r b u n c l e s ,  f i s tu l a ,  h o  is  n e v e r  t o  bo 
t o u c h e d . ”

I n  C o y lo n  l a s t  y e a r ,  a  B u d d h i s t  p r i e s t - p h y s i c i a n ,  h e a r i n g  
a b o u t  R e i c h e n b a c h ’s  d i s c o v e r y  o f  “  O ily  I e , ”  t o ld  m o  t h a t  h o  
h a d  r e a d  in  S u s r n ta  a  p a s s n g o  w h i c h  n f i i r m e d  t h e  e x i s t e n c o  of  
t h i s  v e r y  a a r a .  I h a v e  f o u n d  i t  a n d  h e r e  i t  i s  :—

“  I n  c o n v e r s a t i o n  ( i n t e r c o u r s e ) ,  f r o m  t h o  t o u c h  o f  t h o  
b o d y ,  f r o m  r e s p i r a t i o n  ( b r e a t h ) ,  f r o m  s i t t i n g  t o g e t h e r  to  e a t ,  
f r o m  s i t t i n g  o n  t h e  s a m e  b e d ,  f r o m  the, u s e  o f  t h e  s a m e  c l o t h e s ,  
g a r l a n d s ,  a n d  s c e n t e d  p a s t e  ( a n u le p c m ),  l e p r o s y ,  f e v e r ,  d r o p s y ,  
c y e - d i s e a s e s ,  a n d  o t h e r  a b n o r m a l  c o n d i t i o n s  a r e  t r a n s m i t t e d  
f r o m  o n e  m a n  t o  a n o t h e r . "

C o l .  O l c o t t  c o n c l u d e d  w i t h  a  p e r o r a t i o n  w h i c h  n r o n s e d  
g r o a t  e n t h u s i a s m ,  t h e  s p e a k e r  b e i n g  f r e q u e n t l y  i n t e r r u p t e d  by 
c h e e r s  a n d  l o n d  a p p l a u s e .  T h e o s o p h y  i n  B e n g a l  s e e m s  n o w  
to  s t a n d  u p o n  t h e  r o c k  o f  p u b l i c  c o n f id e n c e ,  a n d  to  h a v e  a  
g r e a t  f n t u r o  b e f o r o  i t .

T h o  p r o c e e d i n g s  o f  t h o  e v e n i n g  t e r m i n a t e d  w i t h  s w e e t  
m u s i c ,  d i s c o u r s e d  b y  t h e  v e r y  t a l e n t e d  a n d  l e a r n e d  a m a t e n v  
m u s i c i a n s  w b o  k i n d l y  a t t e n d e d  o n  t h o  o c c a s io n .

C F 1 E L A S  A N D  L A Y  C H E L A S .

As t h e  w o rd  Chela  h a s ,  a m o n g  o th e r ? ,  b e e n  in t r o d u c e d  by  
T h e o s o p h y  in to  t h e  n o m e n c l a t u r e  of  W e s t e r n  m e ta p h y s ic s ' ,  a n d  
th e  c i r c u la t io n  of  o u r  m a g a z i n e  is cons tan t , ly  w id e n in g ,  i t  w il l  be  
ns well  if s o m e  m o r e  d e f in i t e  e x p l a n a t i o n  t h a n  h e r e t o f o r e  is g iv e n  
w i t h  r e s p e c t  to  t h e  m o a n in g  of  t h i s  t e r m  a n d  t h e  r u l e s  of C h e la -  
fihip, for  t h e  ben e f i t  of o u r  E u r o p e a n  if n o t  E a s t e r n  m e m b e r s .  
A  “ C h e la ” t h e n ,  is  o n e  w h o  h a s  o f fe red  h i m s e l f  o r  h e r s e l f  a s  a  
p u p i l  to  le a rn  p r a c t i c a l l y  th o  “ h i d d e n  m y s t e r i e s  of  N a t u r e  a n d  
t h e  p sy c h ica l  p o w e r s  l a t e n t  in m a n . ”  T h e  s p i r i t u a l  t e a c h e r  to 
w h o m  h e  p r o p o se s  h is  c a n d i d a t u r e  is ca l led  in I n d i a  a G uru  ; n n d  
t h e  rea l  H u m  is  a lw a y s  a n  A d e p t  in t h e  O c c u l t  S c ie n c e .  A  m a i l  
of p r o f o u n d  k n o w l e d g e ,  e x o t e r i c  a u d  e s o te r ic ,  e s p e c ia l ly  t h e  
l a t t e r ;  a n d  ono  w h o  h a s  b r o u g h t  h is  c a rn a l  n a t u r e  u n d e r  s u b je c t io n  
of  t h e  W i l l  ; w h o  h a s  d e v e lo p e d  in h im s e l f  b o t h  t h e  p o w e r  
(S id d h i) to  c o n t ro l  t l ie  fo rce s  of n a t u r e ,  a n d  t h e  c a p a c i ty  to  p ro b e  
h e r  s e c r e t s  b y  t h e  h e lp  o f  t h e  f o rm e r ly  l a t e n t  b u t  n o w  n c t ive  
p o w e r s  of h i s  b e in g  :— th i s  is t h e  rea l  G u r u .  T o  o t t e r  o n e s e l f  ns 
a  c a n d i d a t o  for  C b e ln s h ip  is ensy e n o u g h ,  to  d e v e lo p  in to  a u  
A d e p t  t h e  m o s t  d if f icu l t  t a s k  a n y  m a n  c o u ld  p o s s ib ly  u n d e r t a k e .  
T h e r e  nro s c o re s  of “  n a t u r a l - b o r n ” p o e i s ,  m a t h e m a t i c i a n s ,  m e ­
c h a n ic s ,  s t a t e s m e n ,  e tc . ,  b u t  a  n a t u r a l  b o rn  A d e p t  is  s o m e th i n g  
p ra c t i c a l l y  im p o ss ib le .  F o r ,  t h o u g h  we d o  h e a r  n t  v e ry  r a r e  i n ­
t e r v a l s  of one  w ho  h a s  a n  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  i n n a t e  c a p a c i ty  fo r  th o  
a c q u is i t io n  of  o c c u l t  k n o w l e d g e  a n d  p o w e r ,  y e t  e v e n  b e  h a s  to 
p a s s  th e  se l f - s a m e  t e s t s  a n d  p r o b a t io n s ,  a n d  g o  t h r o u g h  th e  s a m o  
s o l f - t r a in in g  a s  a n y  le s s  e n d o w e d  fe l low a s p i r a n t .  I n  t h i s  m a t t e r  
i t  is m o s t  t r u o  t b a t  t h e r o  is no  ro y a l  r o a d  by  w h ic h  f a v o u r i t e s  
m a y  t r a v e l .

F o r  c e n t u r i e s  t h e  s e le c t io n  of C h e la s — o u t s i d e  t h o  h e r e d i t a r y  
g r o u p  w i th in  t h e  gon-pa  ( t e m p le ) — hn s  b een  m a d o  b y  t h e  H i m a ­
l a y a n  M a h a tm a s  t h e m s e lv e s  f rom  a m o n g  t h e  c l a s s — iu T ib e t ,  a  
c o n s id e r a b le  o n e  a s  to  n u m b e r — of n a t u r a l  m y s t i c s .  T h e  o n ly  e x ­
c e p t i o n s  h a v e  b e e n  in  t h e  c a s e s  of W e s t e r n  m e n  l i k e  F l u d d ,  
T h o m a s  V a u g h a n ,  P a r a c e l s u s .  Pioo di M ir a n d o lo ,  C o u n t  S t .  
G e r m a i n ,  e tc . ,  w h o s e  t e m p e r a m e n t a l  a f f in i ty  to  t h i s  c e le s t ia l  
s c ien ce  m o re  o r  l e s s  fo rced  t h e  d i s t a n t  A d e p t s  to  c o m e  i n to  p e r s o ­
na l  r e la t i o n s  w i th  t h e m ,  a n d  e n a b le d  t h e m  to  g e t  su c h  s m a l l  ( o r  
l a rg e )  p r o p o r t i o n  of  t h e  w h o lo  t r u t h  ns w a s  p o s s ib le  u n d e r  t h e i r  
social s u r r o u n d i n g s .  F r o m  B o o k  I V  o f  K u i - t e ,  C h a p te r  011 “ th o  
L a w s  of U p a s a n s , ”  wo l e a r n  t h a t  t h e  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  e x p e c t e d  in 
a  C h e la  w e r e  : —

] .  P e r f e c t  p h y s i c a l  h e a l t h  ;
2 .  A b s o lu t e  m e n t a l  a n d  p h y s ic a l  p n r i t y  ;
3. U n s e l f i s h n e s s  of p u r p o s e  ; u n i v e r s a l  c h a r i t y  ; p i t y  fo r  all  

a n i m a t e  b e in g s  ;
4. T r u t h f u l n e s s  a n d  u n s w e r v i n g  f a i th  in  t h e  l a w  of K a r m n ,  

i n d e p e n d e n t  of  a n y  p o w e r  in n a t u r e  t h a t  c o u ld  i n t e r f e r e  : a  law 
w h o s o  courBe is n o t  to  be o b s t r u c t e d  b y  a n y  a g e n c y ,  n o t  to  bo 
c a u s e d  to  d e v i a t e  by  p r a y e r  o r  p r o p i t i a t o r y  e x o te r i c  c e r e m o n i e s  ;

0. A  c o u r a g e  u n d a u n t e d  in e v e r y  e m e r g e n c y ,  even  by  per i l  
t o  l i fe  ;

6. A n  in t u i t i o n a l  p e r c e p t io n  of o n e ’s b e i n g  t h e  v e h ic le  of  t h e  
m a n i f e s t e d  A v a l o k i t e s v a r a  o r  D iv in e  A t m a n  ( S p i r i t ) ;

7. (.’a im  in d i f f e r e n c e  fo r ,  b n t  a  j u s t  a p p r e c i a t i o n  of  e v e r y t h i n g  
t h a t  c o n s t i t u t e s  t h o  o b je c t i v e  a n d  t r a n s i t o r y  w o r ld ,  in  i t s  r e l a ­
t ion  w i th ,  a n d  to , t h e  in v i s ib le  r e g io n s .

S u c h ,  a t  t l ie  le a s t ,  m u s t  h a v e  b een  th e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  of ono  
a s p i r i n g  to p e r f e c t  C b e la s h ip .  W i t h  t h e  sole  e x c e p t io n  of  th o  1st, 
w h ich  in r a r e  a n d  e x c e p t io n a l  c a ses  m i g h t  h a v e  b e e n  m o d if ied ,  
each  o n e  of  t h e s e  p o i n t s  h a s  b e e n  i n v a r i a b l y  i n s i s t e d  u p o n ,  a n d  
all m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  m o r e  o r  less  d e v e lo p e d  in t h e  i n n e r  n a t u r e  by  
t h e  C h e la ' s  u n i i e l p e d  e x e u t io n s , b e fo re  h o  c o u ld  be  a c tu a l ly  
p u t  to  th o  t e s t . ”  '

W h e n  t h e  se l f - e v o lv in g  a s c e t i c — w h e t h e r  in ,  o r  o u t s id e  tho  
n c t iv e  w o r l d — hod p la c e d  h im se l f ,  a c c o r d in g  to  h is  n a t u r a l  c a p a ­
c i ty ,  nbove ,  h e n c e  m a d e  h i m s e l f  m a s t e r  of, h is  (1) S a r ir a — b o a y  ; 
(2) In d r iy a — s e n s e s  ; (3) D o sh a — f a u l t s  ; (4) D ukkh a  — pa'm ; ami 
is r e a d y  to  b e c o m o  o n e  w i t h  h is  M arias— m in d ;  B u d d h i— i n t e l l e c ­
t ion ,  o r  s p i r i t u a l  in t e l l i g e n c e ;  a n d  A tm a  — h i g h e s t  son! ,  i. e... 
s p i r i t .  W h e n  h e  is r e a d y  for th i s ,  a n d ,  f u r t h e r ,  to  r e c o g n iz o  in 
A tm a  t h o  h i g h e s t  r u l e r  in  tb o  w o r ld  of  p e r c e p t io n s ,  a n d  in tha  
will, t h e  h i g h e s t  e x e c u t i v e  e n e r g y  (pow er) ,  th e n  m ay  he, u n d e r  
t h o  t i m e - h o n o u r e d  ru l e s ,  bo t a k e n  in h a n d  by one  of t h e  I n i t i a t e s ,  
f l e m a y  th e n  be  s h o w n  t h e  m y s t e r i o u s  p a t h  a t  w hose  t h i t h e r  e n d  
t h e  C h e la  is t a u g h t  t h e  u n e r r i n g  d i s c e r n m e n t  of  1‘hala, o r  t h o  
f r u i t s  of c a u s e s  p r o d u c e d ,  a n d  g iv e n  th e  m e n u s  of r e a c h in g  A pa- 
va rg a — e m a n c i p a t i o n ,  f ro m  t h e  m i s e r y  of r e p e a t e d  b i r t h s  (in w h o f e  
d e t e r m i n a t i o n  t h e  i g n o r a n t  h a s  n o  h a n d ) ,  a n d  t h u s  of  a v o i d i n g  
1'retya-bhava— t r a n s m i g r a t i o n .

H u t  Binco t h e  a d v e n t  of  t h e  T h e o s o p h ic a l  S o c ie ty ,  ono  o f  w hoso  
a r d u o u s  t a s k s  i t  w n s  to  re  n w a k e n  in t h e  A r y a n  m i n d  t h e  d o r ­
m a n t  m e m o r y  of t h o  e x i s te n c e  of  t h i s  sc ience  a n d  o f  t h o s e  t r a n ­
s c e n d e n t  h u m a n  c a p a b i l i t i e s ,  t h e  ru le s  of C h e la  s e le c t io n  h a v e  bo- 
com o  s l i g h t l y  r e l a x e d  in ono r e s p e c t .  M n n y  m e m b e r s  of t h e  
S o c ie ty  b e c o m in g  c o n v in c e d  b y  p r a c t i c a l  p ro o f  u p o n  t h e  a b o v o  
p o in t s ,  a n d  r i g h t l y  e n o u g h  t h i n k i n g  t h a t  if o t h e r  m e n  h a d  h i t h e r ­
to  r e a c h e d  t h e  g o a l ,  t h e y  to o  if  i n h e r e n t l y  f i t ted ,  m i g h t  r each  i t  
b y  fo l lo w in g  t h e  s a m e  p a t h ,  p r e s s e d  to  be t a k e n  a s  c a n d id a t e s .  
A n d  as  i t  w o u ld  be a n  in t e r f e r e n c e  w i th  K a r m a  to  d e n y  th e m  th o  
c h a n c e  of a t  lea^ t  b e g i n n i n g — sin c e  th e y  w e re  so  i m p o r t u n a t e ,  
t h e y  w ere  g i v e n  i t .  T h e  r e s u l t s  h a v e  b e e n  f a r  f ro m  e n c o u r a g i n g  
so  fa r ,  a n d  i t  is  to  sh o w  th e s e  u n f o r t u n a t e s  t h e  c a u s e  o f  t h e i r  
fa i lu  1 e as  m u c h  a s  to  w a r n  o t h e r s  a g a i n s t  r u s h i n g  h e e d le s s ly  
u p o n  n s i m i l a r  fa te ,  t h a t  t h e  w r i t i n g  of  t h e  p r e s e n t  a r t i c l e  h a s  b e e n  
o r d e re d .  T h e  c a n d i d a t e s  in  q u e s t io n ,  t h o u g h  p l a in ly  w a rn e d  
a g a i n s t  i t  in  ad vnnce ,  b e g a n  w r o n g  b y  se lf ish ly  lo o k in g  to t h o  
f u t u r e  n n d  lo s in g  s i g h t  of  t h e  p a s t .  T h e y  f o r g o t ' t h a t  t h e ;  hnd 
d o n e  n o t h i n g  to d e s e rv e  t h e  r a r e  h o n o u r  of se le c t io n ,  n o th i n g  
w h ic h  w a r r a n t e d  t h e i r  e x p e c t i n g  su c h  a  p r iv i l e g e  ; t h a t  th e y  
cou ld  boast,  of n o n e  of t h e  a b o v e  e n u m e r a t e d  m e r i t s .  A s  m e n  of  
t h e  se lfish ,  s e n s u a l  w o r ld ,  w h e t h e r  m a r r i e d  o r  s i n g le ,  m e r c h a n t s ,  
c iv i l ian  o r  m i l i t a r y  e m p lo y e e s ,  or  m e m b e r s  of t h e  l e a rn e d  p ro fe s ­
s io n s ,  t h e y  h a d  b e e n  to  a  schoo l  m o s t  c a l c u l a t e d  to a s s im i la to  
t h e m  to  th o  a n i m a l  n a t u r e ,  l e a s t  so  to  d e v e lo p o  t h e i r  s p i r i t u a l  
p o t e n t i a l i t i e s .  Y e t  ea c h  a n d  all  had  v a n i ty  e n o u g h  to  s u p p o s e  
t h a t  t h e i r  c a s e  w o u ld  be  m a d e  a n  e x c e p t io n  to  t h e  law of countles-i  
c e n t u r i e s ’ e s t a b l i s h m e n t  a s  t h o u g h ,  i n d e e d ,  in t h e i r  p e r so n  h a d  
b e e n  b o rn  to  th o  w o r ld  a  n e w  A v a ta r !  All e x p e c te d  to  h a v e  h i d ­
d e n  t h i n g s  t a u g h t ,  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  p o w e r s  g iv e n  t h e m  be c a u s e  — 
w e l l , b e c a u s o  th e y  h a d  j o i n e d  t h e  T h e o s o p h ic a l  S o c ie ty .  S o m e  
h a d  s in c e re ly  re so lv e d  to  n m e n d  t h e i r  l ives,  a u d  g i v e  u p  th e i r  
evil  c o u r s e s  : we m u s t  d o  t h e m  t h a t  j u s t i c e ,  a t  all  e v e n t s .

All w e re  r e f u s e d  a t  f i rs t ,  Col.  O lc o t t ,  t h e  P r e s i d e n t ,  h im se l f ,  to  
b e g in  w i th  : a n d  a s  to  t h e  l a t t e r  g e n t l e m a n  t h e r e  is n o w  no h a r m  
in  s a y i n g  t h a t  ho w ns  n o t  f o r m a l ly  a c c e p te d  a s  a  C h e la  u n t i l  I10 
h a d  p ro v e d  b y  m o re  t h a n  a  y e a r ’s d e v o te d  l a b o u r s  a n d  b y  a  
d e t e r m i n a t i o n  w h ic h  b r o o k e d  110 d e n ia l ,  t h a t  h e  m i g h t  sa fe ly  bo 
t e s te d .  T h e n  f ro m  al l  s ide*  c a m e  c o m p l a i n t s — fru m  H in d u s ,  w h o  
o u g h t  to  h a v o  k n o w n  b e t te r ,  ns well  as  f rom  E u r o p e a n s  who, of 
co u rse ,  w e re  n o t  in a c o n d i t io n  to  k n o w  a n y t h i n g  a t  a ll  a b o u t  th o  
r u le s .  T h e  c ry  w as  t h a t  u n l e s s  a t  l e a s t  a few T h e o s o p h i s t s  w ero  
g iv e n  t h e  c h a n c e  to  t r y ,  t h e  S o c ie ty  c o u ld  n o t  e n d u r e -  E v e ry  
o t h e r  n o b le  a n d  u n se l f i s h  f e a t u r e  of o u r  p r o g r a m m e  w a s  i g n o re d  
— a m a n ’s d u t y  to  h is  n e i g h b o u r ,  to  h is  c o u n t r y ,  h i s  d u t y  to  h e lp ,  
e n l i g h t e n ,  e n c o u r a g e  a n d  e le v a t e  t h o s e  w e a k e r  a n d  less  f a v o u re d  
th a n  h e ;  a ll  w e r e  t r a m p l e d  o u t  of  s i g h t  in  t h e  i n s a n e  r u s h  for 
a d e p t s h i p .  T h o  call  for  p h e n o m e n a ,  p h e n o m e n a ,  p h e n o m e n a ,  re- 
s o n n d e d  in  e v e r y  q u a r t e r ,  a n d  t h e  F o u n d e r s  w e re  im p e d e d  
in t h e i r  r e a l  w o r k  a n d  t e a s e d  i m p o r t u n a t e l y  to  i n t e r c e d e  w i th  
t h e  M a h a t m a s ,  a g a i n s t  w h o m  t h e  rea l  g r i e v a n c e  la y ,  t h o u g h  th e i r  
p o o r  a g e n t s  h a d  to  t a k e  a l l  th o  b u f fe t s .  A t  In s t ,  t h e  w o rd  c a m o  
f ro m  th e  h i g h e r  a u t h o r i t i e s  t h a t  a  few of t h e  m o s t  u r g e n t  c a n d i ­
d a t e s  s h o u ld  be  t a k e n  a t  t h e i r  w o rd .  T h e  r e s u l t  of  th o  e x p e r i ­
m e n t  w o u ld  p e r h a p s  s h o w  b e t t e r  t h a n  n n y  a m o u n t  c f  p r e a c h in g  
w h a t  C h e la s h ip  m e a n t ,  a n d  w h a t  a r e  t h e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  of  se lf ish ­
n e s s  nnd  t e m e r i t y .  E a c h  c a n d i d a t o  w a s  w a r n e d  t h a t  he  m u s t  
w a i t  for  y e a r s  in a n j ’ e v e n t ,  befo re  h is  f i tness c o n ld  bo p ro v en ,  
a n d  t h a t  lie m u s t  p a s s  t h r o u g h  a  s e r i e s  of t e s t s  t h a t  w o u ld  b r i n g  
o u t  a ll  t h e r e  w as in  h im ,  w h e t h e r  b a d  o r  g ood .  T h e y  w ero  n e a r ly  
all m a r r i e d  m e n  a n d  h e n c e  w e re  d e s ig n a t e d  “ Lily C h e ln s ” — a t e r m  
n e w  in E n g l i s h ,  b n t  h a v i n g  lo n g  hnd  i t s  e q u iv a l e n t  iu  A s ia t ic  
to n g u e s ,  A  L a y  C h e la  is  b n t  a  m a n  of  t h e  w o r ld  w h o  af f i rm s h is  
d e s i r e  to  b e c o m e  w ise  in s p i r i t u a l  t h i n g s .  V i r t u a l ly ,  e v e r y  m e m ­
b e r  of  t h e  T h e o s o p h ic a l  S o c ie ty  w h o  s u b s c r ib e s  to t h o  se co n d  of 
o u r  t h r e e  “ D e c l a r e d  O b j e c t s ” is  su c h  ; fo r  t h o u g h  n o t  of  tho  
n u m b e r  of t r u e  C h e la s ,  h e  h a s  y e t  t h e  p o ss ib i l i ty  of  b e c o m in g  
one,  for  ho h a s  s t e p p e d  a c r o s s  t h o  b o n n d n r y - l i n e  w h ic h  s e p a r a ­
t e d  h im  f ro m  th o  M a h a t m a s ,  a n d  h a s  b r o u g h t  h im se l f ,  a s  i t  wore,  
u n d e r  t h e i r  n o t ic e .  I n  j o i n i n g  t h e  S o c ie ty  a n d  b in d i n g  h im se l f  
t o  h e lp  a l o n g  i t s  w o r k ,  h e  h a s  p l e d g e d  h im s e l f  t o  a c t  in somo 
d e g r e e  in e o n c e r t  w i t h  t h o s e  M a h a t m a s ,  a t  w h o s e  b e h e s t  tbo  
S o c ie ty  w a s  o r g a n iz e d ,  a n d  u n d e r  w h o se  c o n d i t i o n a l  p ro t e c t io n  i t  
r e m a i n s .  T h o  j o i n i n g  is  t h e n ,  t h e  i n t ro d u c t io n  ; a ll  t h e  r e s t  d e ­
p e n d s  e n t i r e l y  u p o n  t h e  m e m b e r  h im se l f ,  a n d  h e  n e e d  n e v e r  e x ­
p e c t  t b e  m o s t  d i s t a n t  a p p r o a c h  to  t h e  “  f a v o r ”  of  o n e  of  o u r  
M a h a t m a s ,  o r  a n y  o t h e r  M a h a t m a s  i a  t h e  w o r ld — s h o u ld  t h e



l a t t e r  c o n s e n t  to  b e c o m e  k n o w n — t h a t  l ia s  n o t  b e e n  f u l ly  e n rn e d  
b y  p e r s o n a l  m e r i t .  T h e  M ahatm as are the servants, not the arbiters  
o f  the L a w  o f  K arm a. L a y - C i i e l a s u i p  c o n f e h s  n o  m i v i l e g e  u p o n
ANYONE EXCEPT THAT OF WOllKING FOlt MElllT UNDEIl THE OBSERVATION 
ot ' A M a s t e k .  A n d  w h e t h e r  t h a t  M a s t e r  be o r  be  n o t  se en  b y  th o  
C h e la  m a k e s  n o  d i f fe ren ce  w h a t e v e r  a s  to  t h e  r e s u l t  : h is  g o o d  
t h o u g h t ,  w o rd s  a n d  d e e d s  will b e a r  t h e i r  f ru i t s ,  h i s  evil  o nes ,  
t h e i r s .  T o  b o a s t  of L a y  C h e la s h ip  o r  m a k e  a  p a r a d e  of  i t ,  is t h e  
s u r e s t  w a y  to  r e d u c e  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  t h e  G u r u  to  a  m e r e  
e m p t y  n a m e ,  f o r  i t  w ou ld  he p r im d  fa c ie  e v id e n c e  of  v a n i ty  a n d  
u n f i t n e s s  for  f a r t h e r  p r o g re s s .  A n d  fo r  y e a r s  wo h a v e  b e e n  
t e a c h i n g  e v e r y w h e r e  t h e  m a x im  “ F i r s t  d e s e r v e ,  t h e n  d e s i r e ”  
i n t i m a c y  w i th  t h e  M a h a tm a s .

N o w  t h e r e  i s  a  t e r r i b l e  law  o p e r a t iv e  in  n a t u r e ,  o n e  w h ic h  c a n ­
n o t  b e  a l t e r e d ,  a n d  w h o s e  o p e r a t io n  c le a r s  u p  t h e  a p p a r e n t  m y s t e r y  
of  t h e  se le c t io n  of  c e r t a i n  “  C h e la s ”  w h o  h a v e  t u r n e d  o u t  s o r r y  
s p e c im e n s  of  m o r a l i ty ,  t h e s e  few  y e a r s  p a s t .  D o e s  t h e  r e a d e r  r e ­
ca l l  t h e  old p ro v e rb ,  “  L e t  s l e e p in g  d o g s  lio P”  T h e r e  is a  w o r ld  
of  o c c u l t  m e a n i n g  in i t .  N o  m a n  o r  w o m a n  k n o w s  h i s  o r  h e r  
m o ra l  s t r e n g t h  u n t i l  i t  is  tried . T h o u s a n d s  g o  t h r o u g h  l i fe  v e ry  
r e s p e c ta b ly ,  b e c a u s e  th e y  w ero  n e v e r  p u t  to  t h e  p i n c h .  ' l h i s  is  a  
t r u i s m  d o u b t l e s s ,  b u t  i t  is  m o s t  p e r t i n e n t  to  t h e  p r e s e n t  case .  
O n e  w h o  u n d e r t a k e s  t o  t r y  fo r  C h e la s h ip  by  t h a t  v e r y  a c t  r o u s e s  
a n d  la s h e s  to  d e s p e r a t i o n  e v e ry  s l e e p in g  p a s s io n  o f  h is  a n im a l  
n a t u r e .  F o r  t h i s  is t h e  c o m m e n c e m e n t  of  a  s t r u g g l e  fo r  t h o  
m a s t e r y  in w h ich  q u a r t e r  is  n e i t h e r  t o  b e  g i v e n  n o r  t a k e n .  I t  is, 
o n c e  fo r  al l ,  “ l ’o be, o r  N o t  to  bo to  c o n q u e r ,  m e a n s  A d e f t -  
s i i i f  ; t o  fail , an  ig n o b le  M a r t y r d o m  ; f o r  to  fal l  v ic t im  to  lu s t ,  
p r id e ,  av a r ice ,  v a n i ty ,  s e l f i s h n e ss ,  c o w ard ice ,  o r  a n y  o t h e r  o f  th o  
l o w e r  p ro p e n s i t i e s ,  is in d e e d  ig n o b le ,  if m e a s u r e d  b y  th e  s t a n d a r d  
of  t r u e  m a n h o o d .  T h e  C h e la  is  n o t  o n ly  c a l l e d  t o  face  all  t h e  
l a t e n t  evil  p r o p e n s i t i e s  of  Lis n a t u r e ,  b u t ,  iu a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  w ho le  
v o lu m o  of m a le f ic e n t  p o w e r  a c c u m u l a t e d  b y  th o  c o m m u n i t y  a n d  
n a t io n  to  w h ich  h e  b e lo n g s .  F o r  h e  is a n  i n t e g r a l  p a r t  of  t h o s o  
a g g r e g a t e s ,  a n d  w h a t  a f fe c ts  e i t h e r  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  m a n ,  o r  t h e  
g r o u p  ( to w n  o r  n a t io n )  r e a c t s  up o n  t h e  o th e r .  A n d  in t h i s  i n s ta n c e  
h i s  s t r u g g l e  fo r  g o o d n e s s  j a r s  u p o n  th o  w ho lo  b o d y  of  b a d n e s s  in  
h i s  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  a n d  d r a w s  i t s  f u r y  u p o n  h im .  I f  h e  is  c o n t e n t  
t o  g o  a l o n g  w i th  h is  n e i g h b o u r s  a n d  b e  a l m o s t  a s  t h e y  a r e — p e r ­
h a p s  a  l i t t l e  b e t t e r  o r  s o m o w h a t  w o rse  t h a n  t b e  a v e r a g e — no  o n e  
m a y  g iv e  h im  a  t h o u g h t .  B u t  l e t  i t  be  k n o w n  t h a t  lie h a s  
b e e n  a b le  t o  d e t e c t  t h e  h o l low  m o c k e r y  of  soc ia l  l ife ,  i t s  h y p o ­
c r i s y ,  se l f i sh n ess ,  s e n s u a l i t y ,  c u p i d i t y  a n d  o t h e r  b a d  f e a tu r e s ,  a n d  
h a s  d e t e r m i n e d  to  l i f t  h i m s e l f  u p  to  a  h i g h e r  lev e l ,  a t  o n c e  h e  is 
h a t e d ,  a n d  e v e r y  b a d ,  o r  b ig o te d ,  o r  m a l ic io u s  n a t u r e  s e n d s  a t  h im  
a  c u r r e n t  of  o p p o s i n g  will p o w er .  I f  h e  is  i n n a t e l y  s t r o n g  h e  
s h a k e s  i t  o f f ,a s  t h e  p o w e r fu l  s w im m e r  d a s h e s  t h r o u g h  t h e  c u r r e n t  
t h a t  w ou ld  b e a r  a w e a k e r  o n o  aw ay .  B u t  in  t h i s  m o ra l  b a t t l e ,  if 
t h o  C h e la  h a s  on e  s in g le  h i d d e n  b l e m i s h — d o  w h a t  h e  m a y ,  i t  shall 
a n d  w ill  be  b r o u g h t  to  l i g h t .  T h e  v a r n i s h  of  c o n v e n t i o n a l i t i e s  
w h ic h  " c iv i l i z a t i o n ”  o v e r l a y s  u s  a l l  w i th  m u s t  c o m e  off to  t h e  
l a s t  c o a t ,  a n d  th e  I n n e r  Self ,  n a k e d  a n d  w i t h o u t  t h e  s l i g h t e s t  veil  
to  co ncea l  i t s  r e a l i ty ,  is  ex p o sed .  T h e  h a b i t s  o f  soc ie ty  w h ic h  
h o ld  m e n  to  a  c e r t a i n  d e g re o  u n d e r  m o ra l  r e s t r a i n t ,  a n d  c o m p e l  
t h e m  to p a y  t r i b u t e  to  v i r tu e  hy  s e e m in g  to  be  goo d  w h e t h e r  th e y  
a ro  so  o r  n o t ,  t h e s e  h a b i t s  a r e  a p t  to  be  a l l  f o r g o t t e n ,  th e s e  r e s ­
t r a i n t s  to  bo all  b r o k e n  t h r o u g h  u n d e r  t h e  s t r a in  o f  c h e l a s h ip .  H o  
is  now in an  a t m o s p h e r e  of  i l l u s io n s — M a ya .  V i c e  p u t s  on  i t s  
m o s t  a l l u r in g  face ,  a n d  t h e  t e m p t i n g  p a s s io n s  t r y  to  lu r e  t h e  in- 
e x p e r i c u c e d  a s p i r a n t  to  t h e  d e p t h s  of p s y c h ic  d e b a s e m e n t .  T h i s  
is  n o t  a  ca se  l ike  t h a t  d e p i c t e d  b y  a  g r e a t  a r t i s t ,  w h e r e  S a t a n  is  
Been p l a y i n g  a  g a m e  of c h e s s  w i th  a  m a n  u p o n  t h e  s t a k e  of  l i is  
sou l ,  w h i le  t h e  l a t t e r ’s g o o d  ange l  s t a n d s  b e s id e  h im  t o  c o u n s e l  
a n d  a s s i s t .  F o r  t h e  s t r i f e  is in  t h i s  i n s t a n c e  b e t w e e n  t h e  C h e la '3  
W i l l  a n d  h is  c a r n a l  n a t u r e ,  a n d  K a r m a  fo rb id s  t h a t  a n y  a n g e l  o r  
G u r u  sh o u ld  i n t e r f e r e  u n t i l  t h e  r e s u l t  is k n o w n .  W i t h  t h e  v i v i d ­
n e s s  of p o e t ic  f a n c y  B n l w e r  L y t t o n  h a s  i d e a l i s e d  i t  fo r  u s  in h is  
Z a n o n i,  a  w o rk  w h ic h  will e v e r  b e  p r i z e d  by t h e  o c c u l t i s t  ; w h i le  
in  h i s  S trange  S to ry  h e  h a s  w i t h  e q u a l  p o w e r  s h o w n  t h e  b l a c k  
s id e  of o c c u l t  r e s e a r c h  a n d  i t s  d e a d ly  p e r i l s .  C h e la s h i p  w as  d e ­
f ined, t h e  o t h e r  d a y ,  by  a  M a h a t m a  a s  a  “  p s y c h ic  r e s o lv e n t ,  w h ic h  
e a t s  a w ay  all  d r o s s  a n d  l e a v e s  o n ly  t h e  p u r e  gold  b e h i n d . ” I f  t h e  
c a n d id a t e  h a s  t h e  l a t e n t  l u s t  for  m o n e y ,  o r  po l i t ica l  c h i c a n e r y ,  o r  
m a t e r i a l i s t i c  s c e p t i c i s m ,  o r  v a in  d i s p l a y ,  o r  fa lse  s p e a k i n g ,  o r  
c r u e l ty ,  o r  s e n s u a l  g r a t i f i c a t io n  of  a n y  k in d ,  t h e  g e r m  is  a lm o s t  
B U re to  s p r o u t  ;  a n d  b o ,  oil t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  a s  r e g a r d s  t h e  nob lo  
q u a l i t i e s  of h u m a n  n a t u r e .  T h e  rea l  m a n  c o m e s  o u t .  I s  i t  n o t  
t h e  h e i g h t  of fol ly ,  th e n ,  fo r  a n y  o n e  to  leav e  t h e  s m o o th  p a t h  of 
e o m m o n - p la c e  life  to  scalo t h e  c r a g s  of  c h e l a s h ip  w i t h o u t  so m e  
r e a s o n a b le  f e e l in g  of c e r t a i n t y  t h a t  he  h a s  t h e  r i g h t  s tu f f  in  h im  ? 
W e l l  s a y s  t h e  B ib le  : “ L e t  h i m  t h a t  s t a n d e t h  t a k o  h e e d  l e s t  ho 
fa l l ” — a  t e x t  t h a t  w ou ld -b e  C h e la s  s h o u ld  c o n s i d e r  well  b e fo re  
t h o y  r u s h  h e a d l o n g  in to  t h e  f r a y  ! I t  w o n ld  h a v e  b een  w el l  f o r  
som o  of o n r  L a y - C h e l a s  if t h e y  h a d  t h o u g h t  tw ic e  b e fo re  d e f y ­
in g  t h e  t e s ts .  W e call to m in d  several sad  fa ilu r e s  w ith in  a 
twelvemonth. O n e  w e n t  b ad  in t h e  h e a d ,  r e c a n t e d  n o b le  s e n t i ­
m e n t s  u t t e r e d  b u t  a  few w e e k s  p r e v io u s ly ,  a : 'd  b e c a m e  a  m e m b e r  
of ft r e l ig io n  h e  h a d  j u s t  s c o rn fu l ly  a u d  u n a n s w e r a b l y  p r o v e n  
fa lse .  A s e c o n d  b e c a m e  a  d e f a u l t e r  a n d  a b s c o n d e d  w i th  b i s  
e m p lo y e r ’s m o n e y — t h e  l a t t e r  a lso  a  T h e o s o p h i s t .  A  t h i r d  g a v e  
h im s e l f  u p  to  g r o s s  d e b a u c h e r y ,  a n d  c o n fe s s e d  i t  w i t h  in e f fe c tu a l  
s o b s  a n d  t e a r s ,  to  h i s  c h o s e n  G u r u .  A  fo u r th  g o t  e n t a n g l e d  w i th  
k p e r so n  of t h e  o t h e r  sex  a n d  fe l l  o u t  w i t h  h i s  d e a r e s t  a n d  t r u e s t

f r i e n d s .  A  f i f th  s h o w e d  Bigns of  m en ta l  a b e r r a t io n  a n d  w a s  
b r o u g h t  in to  C o u r t  u p o n  c h a r g e s  of d i s c re d i ta b le  c o n d u c t .  A  s i x t h  
s h o t  h im s e l f  to  e sc a p e  t h e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  of  c r im in a l i ty ,  o n  t h a  
v e r g o  o f  d e t e c t i o n  ! A n d  so w e  m i g h t  go on  a n d  on. All t h e s o  
w e re  a p p a r e n t l y  s in c e re  s e a r c h e r s  a f t e r  t r u t h ,  a n d  p a s s e d  in  t h e  
w o r ld  for  r e s p e c t a b l e  p e r s o n s .  E x te r n a l l y ,  t h e y  w e re  f a i r l y  
e l ig ib le  a s  c a n d i d a t e s  for  C h e la sh ip ,  a s  a p p e a r a n c e s  g o  ; b u t  
“  w i th in  a l l  w a s  r o t t e n n e s s  a n d  d e a d  m e n ’s b o n e s . ”  T h e  w o r l d ’* 
v a r n i s h  w a s  so  t h i c k  a s  to  h id e  t h e  a b s e n c e  of  t h e  t r u e  g o ld  u n ­
d e r n e a t h  ; a n d  t h e  “  r e s o l v e n t ” d o in g  i t s  w o rk ,  t h e  c a n d i d a t e  
p ro v e d  in  each  i n s t a n c e  b u t  a  g i l d e d  f ig u re  of  m o ra l  d ro ss ,  f r o m  
c i r c u m f e r e n c e  to  c o re . . . .

I n  w h a t  p r e c e d e s  w e h a v e ,  of  c o u r s e ,  d e a l t  b u t  w i th  t h e  f a i l u r e s  
a m o n g  L a y -C l ie la s  ; t h e r o  h a v o  b e e n  p a r t i a l  su c cesses  too, a n d  
t h e s e  a r e  p a s s i n g  g r a d u a l l y  t h r o u g h  t h e  f i r s t  s t a g e s  of  t h e i r  p r o ­
b a t io n .  S o m e  a r e  m a k i n g  th e m s e lv e s  u s e fu l  to  t h e  Soc ie ty  a n d  
t o  t h e  w o r ld  iu  g e n e r a l  h y  g o o d  e x a m p le  a n d  p r e c e p t .  I f  t h e y  
p e r s i s t ,  w e l l  f o r  t h e m ,  w el l  f o r  u s  all  : t h e  o d d s  a r e  f e a r fu l ly
a g a i n s t  t h e m ,  h u t  s t i l l  “  t h e r o  is n o  I m p o s s i b i l i t y  t o  h im  w h o
W il l s .” T h o  d i f f ic u l t ie s  in  C h e la s h ip  w il l  n e v e r  b e  l e s s  u n t i l  
h u m a n  n a t u r e  c h a n g e s  a n d  a  n e w  s o r t  is  e v o lv e d .  S t .  P a u l
( R o m .  vi i , 18,19) m i g h t  h a v e  h a d  a  C h e la  in m i n d  w h e n  h e  s a i d
“  to  wil l  is p r e s e n t  w i th  m e  ; h u t  how  to  p e r fo rm ^  t h a t  w h ic h  i a  
g o o d  I  f ind  n o t .  F o r  t h e  g o o d  I  w o u ld  I  d o  n o t ;  b u t  t h e  e v i l  
w h ie h  I  w o n ld  n o t ,  t h a t  I  d o . ” A n d  in  t h e  w ise  K i i  a t a r j u n i y a  o£ 
B h a r ^ v i  i t  is w r i t t e n  ’

“  T h o  e n e m i e s  w h ic h  r i se  w i th in  th o  b o d y ,
H a r d  to  be  o v e r c o m e — t h e  evil  p a s s io n s —
S h o u ld  m a n f u l ly  he  f o u g h t  ; who conquers these 
I s  equal to the conqueror o f  worlds." ( X I .  32.)

A  D E S C R I P T I O N  O F  T H E  T A N T R I K  M Y S T I C  !
R I T E S  A N D  C E R E M O N I E S  K N O W N  A S  ’

“  S A V A S A D I I A N A . ”

( C oncluded  f r o m  th e  la st N u m b e r .)

H e  s h o u l d  t h e n  g o  b a c k  to  h i s  h o m e  a n d  n e x t  m o r n i n g  o f fe r  
sa c r i f ice s  a s  p r o m is e d  to  t h e  d e i t i e s .  T h e  m a n t r a  fo r  t h i s  
o f fe r in g  m e a n s  :— “ T h o s e  to  w h o m  I  p r o m is e d  to  o f fe r  sacri f ices  
t h e  n i g h t  b e fo re ,  w il l  p le a s e  a c c e p t  t h e s e  o f fe r in g s .”  T h e s o  
l a t t e r  s h o u l d  c o n s i s t  o f  f ig u re s  of  m e n ,  h o r s e ,  e l e p h a n t  a n d  
sw ine ,  c o m p o s e d  of  p a s t e  m a d e  f ro m  r ice-f iour .  T h e  n e x t  d a y  
a f t e r  p e r f o r m i n g  h is  u s u a l  r e l i g io u s  c e r e m o n ie s  h e  s h o u ld  p u r i f y  
h im s e l f  b y  t a k i n g  t h e  five p r o d u c t s  of  t h e  co w  w h ic h  c o n s i s t  
of  m i lk ,  c u r d s ,  b u t t e r ,  d u n g  a n d  u r in e .  H e  s h o u ld  t h e n  f e e d  
t o  t h e i r  s a t i s f a c t io n  B r a h m i n s  tw e n ty - f iv e  in n u m b e r ,  a f t e r  w hic l i  
h e  s h a l l  b a t h e  a n d  t a k e  f r u i t s  a n d  w a t e r  f o r  h i s  food.

I f  h e  f a i l s  t o  feed  B r a h m i n s  a c c o r d in g  t o  t h e s e  in ju n c t io n s ,  h o  
s h a l l  s u f f e r  f ro m  p e n u r y ,  a n d  t h e  D e v i  s h a l l  bo d i s p le a s e d  w i t l i  
h im .  H e  s h o u ld  k e e p  h i m s e l f  a loof  f ro m  soc ie ty  fo r  n in e ,  s ix  OL' 
t h r e e  d a y s  a r .d  n i g h t s .  I f  h i s  w ife  a p p r o a c h e s  h i s  bed ,  be  s h o u l d  
s e n d  h e r  a w a y  or. t h e  p l e a  of  i l ln e ss .  H e  s h o u ld  h e  d e a f  to  a l l  
m u s ic ,  a n d  b l in d  to  all  d a n c i n g  p e r f o r m a n c e s .  I f  h e  s p e a k s  
d u r i n g  d a y - t i m e ,  h e  s h a l l  lose  h is  p o w e r  of  sp e e c h  a n d  t u r n  
d u m b .  F o r  five a n d  t e n  d a y s ,  so  say  th e  T a n t r a s ,  t h e  d e i t i e s  
o c c u p y  h i s  b o d y .  H e  s h o u l d  n e v e r  r e v e a l  t h e  secret, o r  e l se  t h o  
d e i t i e s  wil l  fly a w a y  f ro m  h im .

A f t e r  t h e  p e r io d  of h i s  se c lu s io n  e x p i r e s ,  h e  s h o u ld  o h a n g e  h is  
c l o t h e s  a n d  p u t  on  n e w  c l o t h i n g .  H e  sh o u ld  n e v e r  d o  a n y t h i n g  
t h a t  m a y  h u r t  a  B r a h m i n  o r  a  cow . H e  s h o u ld  n e v e r  co m o  i n  
c o n t a c t  w i t h  b a d  m e n ,  f a l l e n  m e n — m e n  w h o  h a v e  c o m m i t t e d  
s in s  fo r  w h ic h  t h e r e  is  n o  e x p ia t i o n  in  t h e  S h a s t r a s ,  o r  w h o  a r a  
a f f l ic ted  w i th  a b o m i n a b l e  d i s e a s e s ,  n o r  s h o u ld  he  to u c h  e u n u c h s  ol- 
c a s t r a t e s .  H e  s h o u ld  t o u c h  e v e r y d a y  B r a h m i n s  a n d  cow s w i t h  
a  p u r e  m i n d  a n d  b o d y — a n d  e v e ry  d a y  a f t e r  h is  da i ly  c e r e m o n ie s  
a r e  o v e r ,  lie s h o u ld  d r i n k  a  h a n d f u l  o f  w a t e r  in  w h ic h  B e la  
l e a v e s  h a v o  b e e n  im m e r s e d .

O n  t h e  s i x t e e n th  d a y  h e  s h o u ld  w a s h  h im s e l f  in t h e  h o ly  
s t r e a m  of t h e  G a n g a  a n d  p e r f o r m  t h e  Tarpan c e r e m o n y  o r  t h a  
c e r e m o n y  of o f f e r in g  w a t e r  to  o u r  d e p a r t e d  a n c e s to r s ,  fo r  t h e  
g o d s  d o  n o t  a c c e p t  t h o  o f f e r in g s  o f  th o se  w h o  a r e  d e v o id  o f  
'Tarpan.

T h u s  t h e  S a d h a k a  w il l  l ivo  a  life of fe l ic i ty  in  t h i s  w o r ld  
a n d  wil l  bo u n i t e d  w i t h  H a r i  o r  t h e  S u p r e m o  B r a h m a  in  t h a  
w o r ld  h e r e a f t e r .  H e  s h o u l d  a lw a y s  g iv e  t h e  h i g h e s t  r e v e re n c e  
t o  h i s  G uru, a n d  d o v o te  w h a t e v e r  ho p o s s e s se s  in  t h i s  w o r ld  to  
t h o  se rv ic e s  of  h i s  G u r u  a u d  h is  G u r u ’s f a m i ly .

G e n t l e m e n ,  I  h a v e  <>iven y o n  a b o v e  a  d e s c r i p t i o n  of  t h e  m y s ­
t e r i o u s  r i t e s  of Shavasadhava  a s  I  h a v e  fo u n d  t h e m  in t h e  T a n t r a s .  
I  h o v e  t r i e d  to  o m i t  no  d e u t i l  iu  o r d e r  to  g iv e  you an  idea  of  t h o  
w e i rd  c e r e m o n ie s  of  t h e s e  w e i rd  b o o k s ,  t h e  T a n t r a s .  T h e s e  w r i t ­
i n g s  c o n ta in  in  t h e m  m a n y  o f  t h e  g r e a t e r  m y s te r ie s  of  o c c u l t  
s c ience ,  b u t  l i k e  a l l  o t h e r  w o r k s  on t h a t  s u b j e c t  su c h  p o r t io n s  a r e  
g a r b e d  in  a  p h r a s e o lo g y  p e c u l i a r  to  t h e  O c c u l t i s t s  a n d  w h ic h  
n o n e  b u t  t h o  i n i t i a t e d  c a n  c o m p r e h e n d .  T o  th o  su p e r f ic ia l  t h i n k e r  
m o s t  of  i t s  c o n t e n t s  m i g h t  a p p e a r  to  h e  t b e  e m a n a t i o n s  o f  a  
d e l i r io u s  b r a in ;  a n d  a l l  i t s  r i t u a l s  a n d  c e r e m o n ia l s ,  i t s  m a n t r a s ,  
inudras  o r  g e s t i c u l a t i o n s ,  ja n tr a s  o r  g e o m e t r i c a l  f ig u re s ,  n o t h i n g  
h u t  a  s t r i n g  of n o t  o n ly  m e a n in g le s s ,  b u t  t h e  m o s t  r id ic u lo u s  
f o o l e r i e s ;  b u t  t h e  s t u d e n t  of O c c u l t  sc ie n c e  k n o w s  t h e  s ign i-



i icnnee  o f  t h e s e  f o rm u la r i e s ,  n n d  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  i n t e n d e d - t o  h e lp  
l i im  t o  a c q u i r e  t h a t  d i s c ip l in e  o v e r  liis i n n e r  se lf  w h ic h  n lone  r e n ­
d e r s  m a n  l i t  to  a t t a i n  t h a t  m a s t e r y  o v e r  t h e  s e c r e t  fo rc e s  of N a t u r e ,  
t o  w h ic h  nil t h e  c ru c ib l e s ,  t h e  s c a lp e l s ,  t h e  m i s c ro s e o p e s ,  th o  
sp e c t ro s c o p e s  n n d  o t h e r  i n s t r u m e n t s  of  b o a s t fu l  m o d e r n  sc ien ce  
• a n  n e v e r  a f fo rd  a  key .

G e n t l e m e n ,  w h i le  r e a d i n g  t h e  d i r e c t i o n s  a n d  i n s t r u c t i o n s  fo r  
c o n d u c t i n g  th i s  m y s t e r i o u s  r i te ,  I  w a s  o f t e n  s t r u c k  w i th  tl io 

U n m i s t a k a b l e  co n f id e n c e  w i th  w h ic h  s o m e  o f  t h e  t e r r i f y i n g  
' m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  w e ro  m e n t io n e d  as  s u r e  to  t a k e  p la c e  u n d e r  g iv e n  

c i r c u m s t a n c e s  ; a n d  if l a n g u a g e  h a v e  a n y  s ig n i f i c a n c e ,  i t  w o u ld  
r e q u i r e  n o  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  a m o u n t  of c r i t ic a l  a c u m e n  to  f o rm  t h e  
o p in io n  t h a t  t h e s e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  m u s t  h a v e  i s s u e d  f ro m  t h e  p e n  
oi' t h o s e  w h o  h a d  t r i e d  th e s e  m e t h o d s  n n d  h a d  s u c c e e d e d  ; or ,  
b e t t e r  s t i l l ,  f r o m  s u c h  m en  as h a d  th o  g r e a t e s t  co n f id e n c e  iu  
t h e i r  a b i l i t y  to  sh o w  to  tl io n e o p h y t e  t h e  p r a c t i c a l  r e s u l t s  of 
s u c h  a n d  o t l io r  p ro c e s s e s  a l t h o u g h  n o t  r e q u i r e d  fo r  t h e i r  ow u 
s e lv e s .

T h e  o n e  e s s e n t i a l  f e a t u r e  u n d e r l y i n g  all  tl io p a r a p h e r n a l i a  of 
t h i s  a w fu l  r i tu a l ,  to  m e  a t  le a s t ,  a p p e a r s  to  be  t h e  e n t i r e  s u b j u ­
g a t i o n  of F e a r  a s  a n  E m o t i o n ,  011 t h e  p a r t  of  t h e  S a d h a ka  ; 
a n d  t h e  s t u d e n t  of  O c c u l t i s m  k n o w s  t h a t  to  b e  a b l e  Lo v a n q u is h  
e v e n  on e  einoLion fo r  g o o d ,  is  o n e  s t e p  m a d e  in a d v a n c e  to w a r d s  
t h e  a t t a i n m e n t  of  t h e  g o a l .

T h e r e  a r e  c e r t a i n  o t h e r  f a c t s  w h ic h  I  s h o u l d  h a v e  l i k e d  to  
d w e l l  u p o n ,  su c h  a s  th o  r e a s o n  w h y  c e r t a in  d a y s  o r  c e r t a in  
a r t i c l e s  of p o o ja  a r e  p r e f e r r e d  to  o t h e r s ;  w h y  c e r t a i n  d e a d  b o ­
d ie s  a r e  p r o h i b i t e d  to  be  u s e d  ; w h y  t h e  m y b t i c  is  e n jo in e d  n o t  
t o  t o u c h  c e r t a in  m e n ,  &c. &c., b u t  a s  m y  p a p e r  h a s  a l r e a d y
e x cee d ed  i ts  i n t e n d e d  l e n g t h ,  1 h a v e  c o n s id e r e d  i t  b e t t e r  t o  s to p  
l ie re  f o r  t h e  p r e s e n t .

Dacca, 28-4-83. I v U N J A  B ,  B H U T T A C I l A K j r .
K d ito r’s N otk .—S o  liL tlo  is  k n o w n  o n t s id e  l i e n g a l  a b o u t  T a n t r i k  

r i l e s  a n d  c e r e m o n ie s  t h a t  s p a c e  lia s  b e e n  g iv e n  th i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  p a p e r ,  
d e s p i t e  th o  d i s g u s t in g  a n d  h o r r id  c e r e m o n ia l  i t  d e s c r i b e s .  A s  t h e r o  
n r e  b o th  m a g ic  ( p u r e  p s y c h ic  s c ie n c e )  a n d  s o r c e r y  ( i t s  i m p u r e  c o u n t e r ,  
p a r t )  so  t h e r e  a r e  w h a t  a r c  k n o w n  a s  th o  “ W h i t e ”  a n d  “ B la c k "  T a n t r a s .  
T h e  o n e  is  a n  o p p o s i t i o n ,  v e ry  c l e a r  a n d  e x c e e d in g ly  v a l n a b le  o f  o c c u l t ­

" is m  in  i t s  n o b le s t  f e a t u r e s ,  th o  o t h e r  a  d e v i l ’s  c h a p - b o o k  o f  w ic k e d  
in s t r u c t i o n s  t o  th e  w o u ld  b e  w iz a rd  a n d  s o r c e r e r .  S o m e  n f  t h e  p r e s c r ib e d  
c e r e m o n ie s  in  t h e  l a t t e r  a r e  f a r  w o r s e  e v e n  t h a n  t l i e  S a ia s a c V ta n a ,  a n d  
s h o w  to  w lia t  d e p t h s  o f  v i le  h c a s t i a l i t y  b a d  m e n  ( a n d  w o m o n )  a r e  r e n d y  
t o  p lu n g e  in  t h e  h o p e  o t  f e e d in g  lu s t ,  h a t r e d ,  a v a r i c e ,  c r u e l ty  a n d  
o t h e r  v ile  p a s s io n s .  T h e  s u b je c t  is  s o m e w h a t  t o u c h e d  u p o n  in  h i a  U n ­
v e i le d ,  w h o s e  r e a d e r s  w il l ,  a m o n g  o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  r e c a l l  t h e  a w f u l  i n ­
c a n t a t i o n  w i th  th o  b lo o d y  h e a d  o f  a m u r d e r e d  c h i ld  b y  C a l h e i i n e  d e  
l l e d i c i ,  r jn c o n  o f  F r a n c e ,  w i th  th e  h e lp  o f  h e r  p r i v a t e  C h r is t ia n  p i i e s t .

H E A L I N G . — A  W A R N I N G  F R O M  C O L .  O L C O T T .

I  am ( o l d  t h a t  i n v a l i d s  s c a t t e r e d  a l l  o v e r  I n d i a ,  h a v in g -  h e a r d  
n f  m y  m e s m e r i c  c u r e s  i n  C e y l o n ,  B e n g a l  a n d  l ) e h a r ,  a r e  
t h i n k i n g  o t  c o m i n g  to  m e  fo r  t r e a t m e n t .  S o m e  h a v e  a l r e a d y  
m a d e  l o n g  a n d  e x p e n s i v e  j o u r n e y s ,  o f t e n  a t  m u c h  p e r s o n  til 
s a c r i f i c e ,  a n d  l e t t e r s  f r o m  o t h e r s  p o u r  i u  b y  e v e r y  p o s t .  T h e  
o x c i t c m e n t  is s p r e a d in g -  a t  a  r a t e  t h a t  p r o m i s e s  to  s o o n  m a k e  
i t s  e f f e c t s  a u  u n b e a r a b l e  b u r d e n .  M y  t i m e  is  t a k e n  u p  to  t h o  
d e t r i m e n t ,  o f  official w o r k ,  I  a m  b e g r u d g e d  a  m o m e n t ’s r e s  I, 
a n d  i f  I  y i e l d e d  lo  t h e  ( n a t u r a l )  i m p o r L u n i t i e s  o f  ( h e  s ic k ,  I 
. s h o u ld  so o n  e n t i r e l y  e x h a u s t  m y  s t o c k  o f  v i t a l i t y ,  l a r g e  a.s 
t h a t  is. I n d i a  t e e m s  w i t h  i n v a l i d s ,  a n d  i t  is  u t t e r l y  i m p o s s i ­
b l e  f o r  o n e  m a n  o r  o n e  h u n d r e d  t o  a t t e n d  to  t h e i r  e a s e s ,  t 
b e g a n  m y  h e a l i n g s  f r o m  t h o  d o u b l e  m o t i v e  o f  r e l i e v i n g  to  
s o m e  s l i g h t  e x t e n t  t h e  s a d  lo a d  o f  h u m a n  su f fe r in g - ,  a n d  to  

■ prove  to  m y  f e l l o w - m c m b e r s  o f  t h e  T h e o s o p h i c a l  S o c i e t y  a n d  
t h e  i n t e l l i g e n t  p u b l i c  g e n e r a l l y ,  t h a t  o u r  A r y a n  p r o g e n i t o r s  
( w h o  h a d  d i s c o v e r e d  t h i s  w i t h  a l m o s t  a l l  o t h e r  s e c r e t s  o f  
n a t u r e )  w e r e  t h e  m a s t e r s  o f  s c i e n c e . a s  o f  p h i l o s o p h y .  I  

’ n e v e r  i n t e n d e d  to  s e t  m y s e l f  u p  a.s a  p h y s i c i a n ,  b u t  o n l y  to  
t e a c h  p h y s i c i a n s  w i l l i n g  to  l e a r n  t h e  t r u e  a r t  o f  h e a l i n g ,  so  
t h a t  t h e y  m i g h t  e n n o b l e  t h e i r  p r o f e s s i o n .  O f  c o u r s e ,  i t  is 
g e n e r a l l y  k n o w n  t h a t  I  h a v e  n e v e r  a s k e d  ’n o r  r e c e i v e d ,  n o r  
w i l l  I  e v e r  r e c e iv e ,  a n y  r e w a r d  w h a t s o e v e r ,  t h o u g h  i t  m u s t  
n o t  bo  c o n s t r u e d  t h a t — I seo  a n y  i m p r o p r i e t y  i u  a  re g u la r  
m e d i c a l  p r a c t i t i o n e r  t a k i n g  l i is  u s u a l  h o n o -ra r iu m , 
t h o u g h  i t  w o u l d  be b a s e  i n  t h e  e x t r e m e  t o  m a k e  t h e  
s a c r e d  p o w e r  o f  h e a l i n g  t h e  m e a n s  o f  e x t o r t i n g  e x c e s s i v e  fe e s  
e v e n  f r o m  w e l l - t o - d o  s u f f e r e r s .

T h i n g s  b e i n g  a s  a b o v e  s t a t e d ,  i t  i s  m y  d u t y  to  a n n o u n c e  a s  
p u b l i c l y  a s  p o s s i b l e ,  t h a t  1 cannot a n d  sh a l l  no t rece ive  a n y  
p a tie n ts ,  u n less  th ey  can b rin g  w ith  th e m  m y  w r i t te n  consen t , 
p re v io u s ly  ob ta ined . 1 m u s t  b e  t h e  j u d g e  o f  m y  o w n  p o w e r s  
a n d  e n g a g e m e n t s ,  a u d  I  s h a l l  n o t  h a v e  c a s e s  f o r c e d  u p o n  m e  
c i t h e r  b y  f r i e n d s  o r  s t r a n g e r s .  T h e  m a i l s  a r e  o p e n ,  a n d  i t  is  
t h e  e a s i e s t  t h i n g  iu  t h o  w o r l d  f o r  t h o s e  w h o  s e e k  m y  h e l p  to  
a s c e r t a i n ,  in  a d v a n c e  o f  g o i n g  t o  t h e  s m a l l e s t  t r o u b l e  o r  
e x p e n s e  f o r  a  j o u r n e y ,  w h e t h e r  t h e  e a s e  is  o n e  t h a t  I  c a n  
t r e a t ,  a n d  i f  I  h a y c  t h e  t i m e  a u d  s t r e n g t h  t o  t r e a t  i t ,  W h o a

I  a m  o n  t o u r  p a t i e n t s  m a y  b e  b r o u g h t  t o  m e  a t  p l a c e s  I  v i s i t ;  
b u t ,  i n  v i e w  o f  t h e  a b s u r d  e x p e c t a t i o n s  w h i c h  s e e m  to  be 
h e l d  b y  m a n y ,  I  w i l l  s a y ,  o n c e  a n d  f o r  a l l ,  t h a t  I  c a n n o t  
w o r k  m i r a c l e s  ; a n d  so  c a n  n e i t h e r  r e p l a c e  ey e s ,  e a r - d r u m s ,  
i n t e r n a l  o r g a n s ,  n o r  l i m b s  w h i c h  h a v e  a l r e a d y  b e e n  h o p e l e s s ­
ly  d e s t r o y e d  b y  d i s e a s e  o r  a c c i d e n t ,  n o r  c u r e  b y  a  f e w  p a s s e s  
o r  a  b o t t l e  o f  v i t a l i z e d  w a t e r  t u m o r s ,  e n l a r g e d  j o i n t s ,  c l o t s  in  
t h e  b r a i n ,  o r  o t h e r  d i s e a s e d  g r o w t h s  w h i c h ,  i f  c u r e d  a t  a l l ,  
c a n  o n l y  b e  b y  g r a d u a l  a b s o r p t i o n  o f  t h e  u n h e a l t h y  m a t t e r ,  
m o l e c u l e  b y  m o l e e u l c .  T h e  e x e r c i s e  o f  a  l i t t l e  c o m m o n - s e n s e  
w o u l d  h a v e  s a v e d  s c o r e s  o f  p a t i e n t s  f r o m  d i s a p p o i n t m e n t . )

l (’o r  t h e  s a k e  o f  t h e  g r e a t  b o d y  o f  s i c k  a n d  d i s a b l e d ,  o f  
w h o m  m a n y  h a v e  m a d e  a n d  m a y  m a k e  j o u r n e y s  w h o s e  
e x p e n s e  t h e y  c a n n o t  a f f o r d ,  1 e a r n e s t l y  b e g  m y  c o l l e a g u e s  o f  
t h e  I n d i a n  p r e s s ,  t o  g i v e  a s  w i d e  a  c i r c u l a t i o n  a s  p r a c t i c a b l o  
t o  t h i s  t i m e l y  w a r n i n g .  M y  d u t i e s  l e a v e  m e  b u t  s c a n t y  
i n t e r v a l s  o f  r e s t ,  a n d  i t  i s  h a r d  t h a t  o v e n  t h e s e  s h o u l d  b e  
t a k e n  f r o m  m e .

11. S .  O L C O T T ,
. P r e s id e n t  T h eo so p h ica l S o c ic h /.

T H E  P R O G R A M M E  O F  T H E  P R E S I D E N T - F O U N D E R  S
T O U R .  •

C ol. O lc o t t ,  P r e s i d e n t - F o u n d e r  o f  t h o  T h c o s o p h i e a l  S o c i e t y  
l e f t  M a d r a s  o n  t h e  2 7 t h  I n s t a n t  f o r  C o l o m b o  ( C e y l o n )  b y  
t h e  S t e a m e r  B .  I .  D oru n d a . A f t e r  s ta y in g -  t h e r e  a b o u t  a  w e e k  
o r  so ,  h e  w i l l  c r o s s  o v e r  t o  T u t i c o r i n  t o  b e g i n  h i s  S o u t h e r n  
t o u r .  H e  w i l l  v i s i t  t h e  B r a n c h  S o c i e t i e s  011 t h e  w a y  f r o m  
T u t i c o r i n  t o  M a d r a s ,  a n d  g o  to  p l a c e s  w h e r e  h e  m a y  b e  i n ­
v i t e d  to  f o r m  n e w  B r a n c h e s .  P e r s o n s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  d e s i r o u s  of  
i n v i t i n g  h i m  to  t l i e i r  s t a t i o n s ,  s h o u l d  m a k e  i m m e d i a t e  a p p l i ­
c a t i o n s  d i r c c t  to  M .  R .  R y .  S .  R a m a s w a m i e r  A v c r g a l ,  i ' .  T .  
S .  D i s t r i c t  R e g i s t r a r ,  T i n n e v e l l y  R a i l w a y  S t a t i o n ,  w h o  h a s  
c h a r g e  o f  t h o  p r o g r a m m e  o f  C o l .  O l c o t t ’s S o u t h e r n  to u r .  
A n y  a p p l i c a t i o n s  m a d e  t o  t h o  l l e a d - q u a r t c r s  w i l l  b e  o n l y  
d e l a y e d ,  a s  t h e  p a p e r s  r e l a t i n g  to  t h a t  t o u r  w i l l  a l l  h a v e  to  
b e  r e f e r r e d  t o  M r .  l l a m a s w a m i o r .

A f t e r  h i s  r e t u r n  to  M a d r a s  f r o m  t h e  S o u t h e r n  t o u r ,  C o l .  
O l c o t t  l o a v e s  i m m e d i a t e l y  f o r  B o m b a y ,  v i s i t i n g  t h e  B r a n c h e s  
a u d  o t h e r  p l a c e s  o i l  t h e  w a y .  P e r s o n s  d e s i r o u s  o f  i n v i t i n g  
h i m  to  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  s t a t i o n s  b e t w e e n  B o m b a y  a n d  M a d r a s ,  
f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  f o r m i n g  B r a n c h e s ,  s h o u l d  a p p l y  w i t h o u t  
d e l a y  to  M . R .  R y  L .  V e n k a t a  V a r a d a r a j u l u  N a i d u  G a r u ,  F .  T .
S . ,  R o y a p e t t a h  H i g h  R o a d ,  M a d r a s ,  w h o  h a s  c h a r g e  o f  t h e  
p r o g r a m m e  o f  t h a t  p a r t  o f  C o l .  O l c o t t ’s  t o u r .  I f  a p p l i c a t i o n s  
a r e  n o t  r e c e i v e d  i n  t i m e  d i r e c t  b y  M r .  N a i d u ,  to  a l l o w  h i m  
s u f f i c i e n t  t i m e  t o  a r r a n g e  a l l  t h e  p r e l i m i n a r i e s ,  t h o s e  p l a c e s  
w i l l  h a v e  t o  w a i t  f o r  a  f u t u r e  t i m e  w h e n  C o l .  O l c o t t  m a y  
a g a i n  u n d e r t a k e  h i s  n e x t  t o u r  t h r o u g h  t h o s e  p a r t s .

F r o m  B o m b a y  t h e  P r e s i d e n t - F o u r n i e r  g o e s  to  N .  W .  P r o ­
v i n c e s  a u d  P a n  ja b  a n d  r e t u r n s  v ia  K a t h i a w a r  a n d  ( l u  j e r a t l i a .  
B r a n c h e s  a n d  o t h e r  p l a c e s  w ish in g -  to  i n v i t e  h i m  s h o u l d  c o m ­
m u n i c a t e  a t  o n c e  w i t h  D r .  A v i n a s l i  C h u n d e r  B a n e r j e a ,  S e c y ,  
to  t h e  P r a y a g  P s y c h i c  T h e o s o p h i c a l  S o c i c t y ,  E a s t  I n d i a n  
M e d i c a l  I l a l l ,  J o l i n s t o n g u n g e ,  A l l a h a b a d ,  N .  W .  P r o v i n c e s ,  
w h o  is a r r a n g i n g  f o r  C o l .  O l c o t t ’s  t o u r  t h r o u g h  t h o s e  p a r t s .  
P e r s o n s  w h o  m a y  w r i t e  to  t h e  H e a d - q u a r t e r s  a b o u t  h i s  to 'u r ,  
w i l l  o n l y  c a u s e  a n  u n n e c e s s a r y  w a s t e  o f  t i m e  a n d  p o s t a g e ,  
s i n c e  a l l  i n v i t a t i o n s  w i l l  i n v a r i a b l y  b e  r e f e r r e d  to  o n e  o f  t h e  
a b o v e  t h r e e  f r i e n d s  i u  w h o s e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  t h o s e  p l a e c s  m a y  f a l l .  

IIBAIMJUAUTKltS TllEOSOl’IUCAL SoCIUTV. )
A d v a r  ( M a d r a s ) ,  2 1 th  J u n e  188.‘J. I

D A M O D A R  1C. M A V A L A N K A R ,
J o in t  R eco rd in g  S ecre ta ry .

0 1 1  r  'B  i[ a  n  c l u  f i .

T H E  B E N G A L  T H E O S O P H I C A L  S O C I E T Y .

A t  t h e  l a s t  a n n i v e r s a r y  m e e t i n g  o f  o u r  B r a n c h  h e l d  011 t h o  
1 3 t h  M a y  1 8 8 3 ,  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  o f l i c e - b c a r o r s  w e r e  e l e c t e d : —

P r e s id e n t .......................... B a b u  N o r e n d r a  N a t h  S e n ,  p ro -tem .
V ic e -P re s id e n ts ............  B a b u  N o r e n d r a  N a t h  S e n .

M r .  J .  G l io s a l .
D r .  L .  S a l z e r .  M .  D .

S e c r e ta r y .......................... B a b u  M o h i n i  M o h a n  C h a t t e r j i .
A s s is ta n t  S e cre ta r ie s .  B a b u  N i v a r a n  C h a n d r a  M u k e r j i .

B a b u  A s u t o s h  M a j u m d a r .
T r e a s u re r .......................... B a b u  N i l e o m u l  M u k e r j i .

W u  h a v e  n o t  e l c e t c d  a  p e r m a n e n t  P r e s i d e n t  a s  w e  e x p e c t  
M r .  S i n n e t t  to  t a k e  u p  t h a t  office w h e n  h e  r e t u r n s .

M O l l I N I  M O H A N  C H A T T E R J I ,
S ecre ta ry ,



TH E MALABAR TH EO SO PH ICA L SOCIETY.

At a meeting of Theosophists, held at Palghaut on tho 
24th December 1882.

1. Read letter dated 8th November 1882, from Recording
Secretary, authorising tho formation of the Malabar Theoso­
phical Society; ■

And it was resolved that N. Sarvotham a Rao, B. A., B. L., 
F. T. S., be the President, and P. Sivaram akrishna Iyer, F. T.
8., be the Secretary till the end of the year 1883.

2. Resolved, that the Malabar Theosophical Society co­
operate with the Parent Society and all its branches in refer­
ence to the three objects common to all Theosophists.

3. Resolved, that the Malabar Theosophical Society be 
open to all Theosophists resident in Mangalore and Canara 
nnd the States of Cochin and Travancore.

4. Resolved, tha t the Society give to and receive every 
help from the Kerala Sidliasramakars through its Secretary 
and its Brother T. Govinda Menon, F. T. S.

5. Resolved, tha t the Society’s best thanks be given to the 
Fresident-Founder of the Hindu Sabha for his assistance iu 
establishing this Branch, and tha t he be requested to watch 
over its progress as a councillor of the Parent Theosophical 
Socicty.

(Signed) N. SARVOTHAM A RAO, F. T. S.,
President.

(Signed) P. SIV A RA M AKRISIINAYYA, F. T. S.,
Secretary.

(True copy.)
A. SA N K A RIA H , 

Councillor, Theosophical Society.

T IIE  BANKURA SA N JIV A N I TH EO SO PH IC A L 
SOCIETY.

A t a meeting of members of the B ankura Branch Theoso­
phical Society, held on the 5th of May 1883, the following 
resolutions were carricd o u t :—■

Iii. That the Society be divided into several Sub-Com- 
mittces, as instructed by the Founder-President, to take up 
each a special subject for study.

2nd. T hat for the present there be three Sub-Committees, 
one for learning Mesmerism, the other for Thought-reading 
and a th ird  for Yoga.

3rd. T hat Babu K hettra Nath Cliakravarthy be appointed 
Jo in t Secretary to the Bankura Branch Theosophical Society, 
pending the sanction of the Founder-President.

THEDAR N A TH  TI1ULABHI,
Secretary.

TH E  GORAKHPUR SARV H IT K A R I TH EO SO PH ICA L 
SOCIETY.

A t a meeting of the members of the Theosophical Society 
held a t Gorakhpur on the 10th of June 1883

1. Proposed by Thackur Ganesh Sing and seconded by 
Babu A bdur Rahman, th a t as the number of members resid­
ing a t Gorakhpur is sufficient for the formation of a Branch, 
now it is advisable to apply to the Parent Society for per­
mission to do the same. Unanimously carried.

2. Resolved unanimously, th a t in case of sanction being 
accorded to the proposal, the Branch Society be named the 
Gorakhpur Sarv H itkari Theosophical Socicty.

3. That the following gentlemen be elccted aa office­
bearers :—

President.................... Munshi Ganga Saran, B. A.
Secretary.................... Thackur Ganesh Sing.
Treasurer................... Babu Jagnesvar Roy.
Assistant Secretary... Babu Abdur Rahman.

4. Resolved, tha t Thackur Ganesh Sing be requested to 
address the proper authorities for the necessary sanction.

T. GANESH SING,
F. T. S.

Approved as corrected.
H . S. OLCOTT.

TH E PIO N E E R  THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY.

( S t . L o u i s . )

A Charter has been duly issued to Messrs. Elliott B. Page, 
M. A. Lane and ffm . Throckmorton of St. Louis, Missouri, 
to form a Branch Theosophical Society at that place. Ifc 
will be organized on the 5th May, under the name of tho 
Pioneer Theosophical Society of St. Louis. Full details, in­
cluding names of officers, &c., will be communicated by them 
in time, direct to the Head-quarters.

W ILLIAM  Q. JUDGE,
Joint Recording Secretary,

Theosophical Society.'
N e w  Y o r k ,

(U. S .  A m e r i c a , )
April 21, 1883.

THE^NEW TH EO SO PH ICA L HALL AT KANDY.
K a n d y  T h e o s o p h i c a l  S o c i e t y , 

B u d d h i s t  B r a n c h ,
7Ul June 1883.

I  am directed by the members of our Society to express 
its regret at the non-reporting of the working of the Society 
for a considerable length of time.

The Prcsident-Founder ia no doubt aware of the obstacles 
thrown in our way during the last 15 or 16 months, in con­
nection with the building erected by the Society for a 
“ School ” and “ Dharma Salawa. ”

The obstacles were created not by men of ordinary position 
but by some of the highest officials opposed to our faith arid 
belief; and hence the difficulty of obtaining pecuniary aid 
from those of our co-religionists, who were, and are, subservi­
ent to the will of these officials.

W ith difficulty a few of the members by using great exer­
tions, to a certain extent, completed the building in question, 
and it was opened for public use on the 19th May 1883.

The building was very tastefully decorated, and due notiVo 
and publicity were given of the ceremonial opening of tliu 
“ Salawa.”

On tlie night of the 19th May the Revd. Kotnivcwa; (»■, 
priest, very effectively and ably preached from the “ 3hilut 
Mangala S u tta” of our Lord Buddha.

On the following day dana (alms) was given to about sixty 
priests of both the Malwatta and Asgiriya Colleges,'and moro 
than 200 beggars were fed from the remainder of the food 
offerings made by those who sympathised with our work.

Lana preaching is being- weekly carried on in the Dalada 
Maligawa a t present, and the members of the Society intend 
to continue this practice at the Dharma Salawa also.

Steps will be taken to begin a new Buddhist School on a 
modest scale as soon as the Society is able to do so.

A. B. SILVA,
for Secretary ',

THE QUEENSLAND THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY.
I  beg to report that a branch of the Theosophical Society 

lias been formed here. A meeting was held in the Progres­
sive Reading Room on Sunday, March l l th ,  for that purpose, 
a t which all the Fellows then in Brisbane, except one, attend­
ed. Mr. Gavin Pettigrew occupied the chair and delivered au 
appropriate address, after which the following officers wero 
elected :—

President.................... Mr. C. H. Hartmann. '
Vice-Presidents........  Mr. William Widdop.

Mr. Gavin Pettigrew.
Treasurer...................  Mr. Jashua Bailey.
Secretary.................... Mr. George Smith.

Several new members put in applications for fellowships 
and we now number about 20 fellows.

Nothing further was done a t this first meeting, excepfc 
that a Committee was formed to do anything- tha t requires 
to be done to place the new Society upon a proper footing-.

Will report to you anything further that transpires at a 
future time. ■

The name of the Socicty is to be the Queensland Theoso­
phical Society, and not the Toowoomba.

GEORGE SMITH,
SecretaryJ 

(Brisbane, Australia.')

U



THE GALLE (BUDDHIST) TH EO SO PH ICA L PO LITIC S AND THEOSOPHY
SOCIETY.

O c r  f a i t h f u l  c o l l e a g u e ,  M r .  G .  C .  A .  J a y a s e k a r a ,  P r e s i d e n t  
o f  t h e  G a l l e  B r a n c h ,  w r i t e s ,  u n d e r  d a t e  t h e  1 7 t h  J u n e  : 
“  D o n  S i r a a n  d c S i l v a ,  M u h a n d r a m ,  F ,  T .  S . ,  o u r  v e t e r a n  
m e m b e r ,  w a s  o n  t b e  l a s t .  Q u e e n ’s b i r t h - d a y  ( t h e  2Gtli  M a y )  
i n v e s t e d  wit.li t h e  r a n k  o f  M u d l i y a r  b y  H i s  E x c c l l e n c y  t h o  
G o v e r n o r .  T h e  m e m b e r s  o f  o u r  S o c i e t y  i n  a  b o d y  w e n t  t o  
m e e t  l i im  u p o n  h i s  r e t u r n  h o m e ,  a n d  d e c o r a t e d  h i m  w i t h  a  
G o l d  M e d a l  b e a r i n g  t h e  S e a l  o f  o u r  S o c i e t y ,  e n c i r c l e d  w i t h  
t h e  s t a n z a  “  S a b b a p p a p a s s a  A l'a rc in a v i,  & c .”

“  O u u  f o n r t l i  A n n iv e r s a r y  w a s  c e l e b r a t e d  o n  th o  2~Hli n l t im o ,  tb e  
H a l l  a t  o n r  H e a d - q u a r t e r s  b e in g  t a s t e f u l l y  d e c o r a t e d ,  a n d  t e a  a n d  
B w c e tm c a ts  s e r v e d .  T h o  o H io e -b e a re rs  o le e to d  f o r  th o  e n r r o n t  y e a r  
w e r e  a s  fo llo w  :—

P r e s i d e n t ............  — .. G* C. A . J a y a s e k a r a .

} i c e -P r e s td o n ts ............ S im a n  P e r e i r a  A b a y a w n r d c n a .

D o n  O v in is  d c S i l v a  G u n a s e k a r a .

T r e a s u r e r ....... ................. S in n o tc h y  P e r e i r a  A b a y a w a r d o n a .

S e c r e ta r y .........................  G ir ig o n s  E d i r iw c c r a .

C o u n c i l lo r s ..................... 1. D o n  D in e s  S o b a s in h a .

2 . P a n l  E d w a r d  P o n a m p o m m f t .

3 . C h a r l e s  A m n r d n s  d c S i lv a .

4 . T b o m a B  d o S i lv a  A m a r a s n r i a .

5 . E l ia s  d c S i lv a  S o n e w i r a t n a .  .

6 . T h o m a s  P e r e i r a .

7 . H e n r y  P e r e i r a .

8 .  D o n  H o n d r ic k  M a d a n a y a k a .

9 . S . S. J a y a w ik r a m a .

, 3 0 . A . A . 'W il lia m . *

H .  D . C . P .  W e e r a k o o n .

1 2 . D o n  A d i r ia n  A ln r s  W i k r a m a r a t n a .

1 3 , S o m b a c u t t i g e  C h r i s t i a n  d o S i lv a .

M r . Rastomji DnuNJimiOY Setiina, F .T .S ., of Bombay, 
now at London, passing through a brilliant career of prepa­
ration for tlie Bar, is Native Secretary of the Northbrook In ­
dian Club. On the 21st (auspicious number 7“x o =  21) of 
May the Club was formally opened by his Royal Highness 
the Priuce of Wales. A t the entrance he “ was mot by Sir 
Richard Temple, Sir Barrow Ellis, Mr. Fitzgerald, Mr. S. A. 
Kapada, Mr. R. I). Sothna (Native Secretary), and Mr. 
D utta,” by whom his Royal Highness was a t once cscorted 
to the Reading-room and introduced to the most distinguish­
ed gentlemen present.

• M r. Otiio  A lex a n d er ,  Secretary of the Ionian Thcosophi­
cal Society, of Corfu (Greece), reports th a t he has succeeded 
in bringing his “ Branch into direct intercourse with the 
Society of Psychical Research," recently started in England by 
eminent Scientists like Professor Balfour Stewart and others, 
and referred to lately in these columns. We have already 
spoken of tho incalculable good tha t miglit result from tho 
experimental researches of tha t Socioty. We aro glad to see 
that one of our European Branches has acted upon our advice 
and secured in its labours the co-operation of a body composed 
of such eminent men as the members of the Society for 
Psychical Research.

Col. H. S. O lc o t t ,  President-Fonnder of the Theosophical 
Society, left Madras by the Dorunda for Colombo (Ceylon). 
Further particulars will be found in another column.

M r. J. A. Venkataramayya, F. T. S„ Editor of the Madras 
Native Opinion, delivered an able and a very interesting 
lecture on “ Theosophy, in its bearings on tjie fu ture of 
India,” on the 2nd of June, at the Branch Society’s H all in 
Triplicane (Madras).

By II. S. O lc o t t ,  P r e s id e n t  ok t h e  Tiieosopiucal Society .

T he tenacious observance by tho Founders of our Society 
of the principle of absolute neutrality, on its behalf, in all 
questions which lie outside the limits of its declared “ objects,” 
ought to havo obviated the necessity to say that there is a 
natural and perpetual divorce between Theosophy and 
Politics. Upon an hundred platforms I  have announced 
this fact, and in every other practicable way, public and 
private, it has been affirmed and reiterated. Before wc came 
to India, the word Politics had never been pronounced in 
connection with our names ; for the idea was too absurd to be 
even entertained, much less expressed. But in this country, 
affairs are in such an exceptional state, tha t every foreigner, 
of whatsoever nationality, comes under Police surveillance, 
moro or less ; and it was natural that we should be looked 
after until the real purpose of our Society’s movements had 
been thoroughly well shown by the developments of time. 
That end was reached in duo course; and in the year 1880, 
the Government of India, after an examination of our papers 
and other evidence, became convinced of our political neu­
trality, and issued all the necessary orders to relieve us from 
further annoying surveillance. Sincc then, wo havo gone our 
ways w ithout troubling ourselves moro than any other law- 
abiding persons, about tho existence of policemen or detective 
bureaux. I would not have reverted to so stale a topic if I  had 
not been forced to do so by reccnt events. I  am informod that 
in Upper India, some unwise members of the Socicty have 
beon talking about the potitical questions of the hour, as 
though authorized to speak for our organisation itself, or at 
loast to give to this or tha t view of current agiations the 
im prim atur of its approval or disapproval. A t a European 
capital, the other day, an Asiatic, whom I suspect to be a 
political agent, was invited to a social gathering of local 
Thcosophists, where, ccrtainly, philosophy and not politics, 
was the thome of discussion, bu t where this mysterious un­
known’s presence was calculated to throw suspicion over the 
meeting. Again, it was bu t a fortnight or so ago that one of 
the most respectable and able of our H indu fellows strongly 
importuned me to allow the Thcosophical Society’s influence 
—such as it may be—to be thrown in favor of Bills to pro­
mote religious instruction for H indu children, and other 
“ non-political” measures. That our members, and others 
whom it interests, may make no mistake as to the Society’s 
attitude as regards Politics, I take this occasion to say that 
our Rules, and traditional policy alike, prohibit every officer 
and fellow of the Society, as such, to meddle wttli political 
questions in the slightest degree, and to compromise the 
Society by saying th a t it has, as sucn, any opinion npon those 
or any other questions. The Presidents of Branches, in all 
countries, will be good enough to read this protest to their 
members, and in every instance when initiating a candidate 
to give him to understand—as I  invariably do—the fact of onr 
corporate neutrality. So convinced am I  tha t the perpetnity 
of our Society—at least in countries under despotic or to 
any degree arbitrary  Governments—depends npon onr keep­
ing closely to our legitimate province, and leaving Politic*
“  s e v e r e l y  a l o n e , ”  I  s h a l l  u s e  t h e  f u l l  p o w e r  p e r m i t t e d  m e  a* 
P r e s i d e n t - F o n n d e r  t o  s u s p e n d  o r  e x p e l  e v e r y  m e m b e r ,  o r  

e v e n  d i s c i p l i n e  o r  d i s c h a r t e r  a n y  B r a n c h  w h i c h  s h a l l ,  b y  

o fE e n d in g  i u  t h i s  r e s p e c t ,  i m p e r i l  t h e  w o r k  n o w  so  p r o s p e r ­

o u s l y  g o i n g  o n  i n  v a r i o u s  p a r t s  o f  t h e  w o r l d .

H. S. OLCOTT, P. T. S.
Official:—•
. H. P. BLAVATSKY,

• Corr. Secy. Theos. Socy.
H ead Q uarters, ")

Adyab, 27-6-1883, j  .
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