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THE OCTOBER AND NOVEMUBER ISSUES OF THIS JOURNAL
Laving been reprinted, new  subseribers who wish  to
have their year begin with the October nuber, will now
be charged wnnas cight adilitional to cover the extra
cost of the republication.  Those who order their sub-
seriptions to date from the Decewber, or uny later issue,

Py Rs. ¢ onl_)’,

OUR SECOND YEAR.

Like all other pleasant things, our first year's relations
with the Turosoruist’s subscribers are about to termi-
nate.  The present is the twelfth and last number to be
issued under their contract with us.  Thus every engage-
ment assumed by the proprictors of the magazine has
Leen honourably and literally tulfilled.

The ease of the THEosorHIST calls for & word or two
of particular comment.  Even in any Jarge city of Europe
or America, it is a very rare thing for a periodieal of
this stamp to survive the natural indifference or Lostility
of the public for a whole yeur,  Out of scores of attempts
made within our own recollection, the successes are so
few as to be scareely worth mentioning,  As a yule their
terni of existence has been in exaet ratio with the lumy
sun their projectors have been ready to spend npon them,
I India the prospect was far worse ; for the people are
poor, cut up into mnmerable eastes, not acenstomed  to
take i periodicals, and certainly not to patronize those put
forth by foreigners.  Besides, and espectally, the custom
has always been to give two, tliee and even ore years'
eredit to subscribers, and every Indian publication adver-
tises its respective cash and credit terms of subscription,
All this we knew, and both Anglo-Indian and Native
Jowrnalists of the largest expericnce warned us to antici-
pate failure 5 wnder no circumstances, they thought, wonld
1t be possible for us to make suceeed among so apathetic
it people so strange o magazine, even though we should
give unlimited credit. But as onr object was not profit,
and as the Society badly needed such an organ, we decided
to make the venture, A sum large ciough to pay the
entire cost of the wagazine fn one year was set aside,
and the first number appeared promptly on the day announ-
ced—0October Ist, 1879, Believing that the credit system
was absolutely pernicious, and having scen the universal
adoption in America of the plan of eash payment in
advance and its mnmixed advantages, we anmounced that
the latter would be the rule of this oftice, The results
are already known to our veaders : in the fourth month
the magazine reachied, and befre the half year was gone,
passed that ticklish point where income and expenses
balance each other, and its success was an assured tact,
Many subseribers have heen so anxious for our prosperity
that they have sent us their money to pay for the maga-
zine two years in advance, and others have told us we
may count upon their patronage as long as they may live,

It goes without saying that the projectors of the Thio-
SOPHIST have been inexpressibly delighted with the affee-
tionat: response to their appeal to the Asiatic people for
support inan attempt to snateh from the dust of obli-
vion the treasures of Avyae wisdom. What hemt that
was not made of stone could be untonched by so much
devotion as has been shown us and our sacred eause of
Buman brotherhoud /- And it is our pride and Joy to re-
alize that all these friends have clustered aroumd us, even
vVhen we were under the heavy bunden of the snuspicions
of the Tndian Government, becanse they have believed us
fo be sincere and true , the friends and brothers of the
irdent sons of Asia. If our first year began in uncertain-
ty it cleses all bright and full of promise,  Whero ouy
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magazine had one well-wisher then. now it has tweuty,
and by the beginning of the third year will have fifty, It
has become a necessity to hundreds of young Aryan pa-
triots, who love to know what their ancestors were so
that they may at least dream of emulating them. It has
won a place in the regard of even Anglo-Indians, of which
cluss many in influential positions take it,  Its merits as
an Oriental magazine have been acknowledged by a num-
ber of the first Orientalists of Europe, who have been by it
introduced for the first time to some of the most learned
of Asiatic priests, pandits and shastrees.  Inanother place,
in this number will be found a few of the kind words that
have been said to and about us, at this and the other
side of the world. In short. the Theosophical Society,
and its organ, the THEOSOPHIST, are now so firmly estab-
lished that—entively apart from the splendid results of
the mission to Ceylon—cvery lover of truth may well
rejoice.

Were we inclined to boasting we might hold out very
attractive inducements to subscribersfor the second volume.
We prefer to let onr past performance stand as guarantee
of what we will do in the future. We have engaged so
many valuable articles by the best writers of Asia, Europe
and America that we have no hesitancy in promising
that the TurosoriisT of 1880-81 will be still more interest-
ing and instructive than it has been for 1879-80. Natu-
rally, the Ceylon vovage, and the taking into the Theo-
sophical Society of cvery Buddhist priest in the Island
of any reputation for ability or learning, will lead to
such a complete exposition of Buddhism in these columns,
by the men best qualified to speak, as must arrest uni-
versal attention.  No Oriental magazine in the world could
ever point tosuch an array of learned contributors as
the TiEosorinsT may already pride itself upon.

There will be no change in the terms of subseription, as
we wish to make it possible for even the poorest clerk to
take the magazine.  Our friends must not forget that the
Amcrican plan embraces two features, viz, the subseription
money must be in the manager’'s hands before any copy
is sent ; and the jouwrnal Is discontinued at the erpivation
of the term subseribed for. These two rules are invariable,
and they have been announced on the fivst page in every
issue, as may bhe seen upon referring to the Publisher’s
notices.  The September number is, therefore, the last
that will be sent to our present subscribers, except to such
as have paid for a further term.  And ns it takes time
both to remit mouey anil to open a new sct of books, we
aedvise all who wish to receive the October number at
the usual time, to forward their subseriptions at once. We
must again request that all cheques, hundis, money-orders,
registercd letters and other remittances on account of the
magazine may be made to the order of “the Proprictors
of the THeosorHisT,” and to no once else.

#47 As an inducement to friends to make special
exertions to inercase the circulation of our magazine, we
hereby offer the two volumes of “ Isis Unveiled,” of the
latest edition, as a prize for the person who shall during
the next six months procure the largest number of sub-
seribers ab our advertised rates,  The competitor mnst
himself send us the names and money, ov if not the latter,
then a certificate from cach subscriber that he consents to
have his nune credited on the competitor’s list.

- e e e e

A GENTLEMAN WHO 1S CONSIDERED BY SOME oOF THE
London Theosophists to be better versed in the literature
of Occultism than any fellow of our British branch,
wishes (—

1. To purchase a copy of the Madras Mahatma Giana
Yogi's pamphlet on Raja Yoga.

2. A copy of Dr. Ballantyne's trauslation of the first
two chapters of Patanjali’s Aphorisis of the Yoga Philo-
sophy.

3. That our contributors should give us some more in-
teresting facts about the Dpwaneshvar,
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4. Trustworthy information about the “black Agra
bhattel. mirrors, whether they are of any real use in deve-
loping clairvoyant power and inducing Samadhi.” 1f so,
arc they procurable and at what cost #”

We hope our brother’s wishes may be realized, and re-
quest any onc bhaving the desired information to send it to
these Head-quarters,

THHE SPREAD OF BUDDIIISM IN WESTERN
COUNTRIES.

According to the Catholic Review, Buddhism is making
profess in America, not as a mere philological study as
in Burope amongst scholars of the present day, but we
are assured as a religion,  Buddhism, according to this
authority, “is becoming quite fashionable, and in some
circles it is considered in “ better form” than Ritualism.”
Further proof is afforded in the very large sale that Mr.
Arnold's “ Light of Asia” (reviewed in our October number)
has had, and the almost enthusiastic praise bestowed upon
the character and teachings of the * Hindu Saviour,” by
the American press.  There is not room for the slightest
doubt that if some Buddhist orator like * the silver-ton-
gued Megittuwatte” as Colonel Oleott dubbed him, should
visit the United States with such a competent interpre-
ter as Mr Pannabokke, of Kandy, or Mr. Karunaratne, of
Panadure, and preach the pure, unadulterated doctrine of
Buddha, he would win thousands of converts,

In our June issue appeared an appeal from a Londen
philanthropist for the sending of Buddhist missionaries
to England, and now in a recent editorial discussion of the
subject of Buddhism in Europe, the Pioneer says :—

# [t is reckoned that, out of the eight hundred millions and odd
who form the population of our planet, about four hundred mil-
lions profess ch creed of Sakya Muni. Oneof the doctrines of
that creed, as ordinarily professed, is Nireana ; in w_lnich it is im-
plied that the life we lead 1 the world is so necessarily and irre-
medinbly bad, that the ouly happiness for man consists in leaving
it.  Not at our own pleasure ; there is, it seems, a ¢ canon against
self-slaughter ;7 but te be ealled away by a gentle summons, to be
“blown onut like a lamp.” This doctrine is now extending heyond
the confines of Asin. And itis one that must be distinguished
from the passing moods and ouleries of poets, and such frivolous
persons as give vent, from time to time, to impatient murmury
and longings for rest when temporarily weary with the burden
of life. Such occasional voices have been heard, from Sophocles
with his

“Not to be born, surpusses all device,

But having been, to go the quickest back

There whence we came, is far the second best,”
down to the sonnet in Pecpul Leavea, objected to in the lust Cals
cutte Iteview, where Mr. Keene says that

“ None could bear the happiest human lot

But for dentl's cold light on the horizen shining.”

These spasmodic complaints are not true Buddhism. 1t was re-
served for Schopenbauer and  his snceessor, Yon Hartmann, to
reproduce Nirvana as a systematic object of aspiration in modern
Furope ; and to offer to the élite of recent progress the consolations
that satisfy the ignorant multitudes of Ceﬁon and China.  The
jilea is pursued in Germany with unrelenting vigour.”

The Pioncer inveighs against this tendency in European
contemporary thought, calling the doctrine of Nirvaua
pessimistic to the last degree, and regarding it as a mental
discase. It may not be known to our respectable con-
temporary that the Buddhist priests themselves by no
means agree that attainment of Nirvana implies the total
annihilation of consciousness, More than one very active
and learned controversy has been carried on upon this
(uestion, and to-day the opposing schools are led respec-
tively by the Right Rev. Hikkaduwe Sumangala, for the
affirmative, and the Rev. Potuwila Indajoti, for the nega-
tive. Buddhistic philosophy in its refined esoteric aspect
differs very little from tlllc creed of the Vedanta school,
and still less from the seeret doctrine that can be read
between the lines of the Veda by one whose perceptions
have been really awakened. Ina future number we will
present the views of the two schools of Buddhists respect-
ing Nirvana, and try to make the subject intelligible
to our readers.
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ADDRESS OF THE PRESIDENT OF THE
IONIAN THEOSOPIIICAL BRANCH
AT CORFU.

UPON PRESENTING THE CHARTER OF CONSTITUTION TO
THE FELLOWS,

BY 8IGNOR PASQUALE MENELAO, D,L., PRESIDENT OF TUE BRANCH.

Dear Brorrers : Of the many and different meetings
in which I have presided in my life, this one is for me the
most agreeable of all, because 1t has not for its objeet any
worldly interest, or any political scheme. Noris it for liter-
ary discussions that we have this day assembled together,
but to see ourselves confirmed in the sacred and sublime
office of confessors of progress, I dare not say of Truth,
because it being located in an elevated site, it is not casily
accessible, more especially to myself, who am powerless
and void of merits.

Nevcrtheless, I see, my dear Brothers, that in spite of
the barriers aud thorns by which we are surrounded in
these places, we have progressed a step further towards
our object, for we are herc united in the same faith with
the same determination of progressing, and, thercefore, 1
trust that our object may be prosperous.

To crown our wishes to satisty our desives, the worthy
Central Society has sent us the Charter, which I present
to you that it may be deposited in our archives.

If until now our Society had been vacillating and un-
certain, let us trust that fromn this moment we may le
fixed and settled and our duties be more assiduous, more
positive and sincere. ‘

It is true that the belief in One First Cause, in the
individuality and immortality of the human soul, in its
eternal progress, in the firm desire to ameliorate our own
moral condition, in loving our neighbowrs as ourselves, in
rendering ourselves useful to all humanity, in endowing
our intellect, our faith and our belicf, faith and belicf
which we feel as if born in us or brought with us from a
previous existence, all this is true, I sec it, I hear it at
every moment repcated by you, I rejoice and heartily
rejoice and feel happy for it ; but this is not enough, great
ideas must not only be felt, not only be loved, but we must
exercise and develop them, we must make them cvident,
own them and teach them by word and in deed.

What are we, therefore, to do, in order to render our-
selves worthy of the trust placed in us by our Central
Society ? How are we to act in order to be gradually
initiated into the sublime knowledge of the Aryan Philo-
gophy 7 How shall we hope to be allowed to penetrate
the secrets of nature, which are in the power of those
supreme beings called Adepts 2 How shall we be able
to procure for ourselves the heavenly pleasure, as also the
satisfaction of being useful to our fellow-creatures, not
only with our moral, but also, with our natural means,
availing ourselves of that power in Nature which lics at
our disposal,

Several of you, Brothers, have tasted and will taste the
divine pleasure of healing or mitigating the infirmities of
your suffering brothers by inesmerism. I, too, without
attributing it to my knowledge or to other merits (which
I do not possess) have been and am happy whencever, by
the simple laying of my hands, and imploring the help of
the Author of the power of creation have cured and do
cure several, nay mauny cases of dangerous fevers, wounds,
hemorrhages and even some of cholera, But this is not
the only power attainable by man; more occult, greater
and decper mysteries, ave yet to be unveiled, and the
knowledge of these is likewise a favour which is not grant-
ed to the first comer. To dispose more or less of the
force of uature, it is not given to all, because every one
would not make good use ot it. 'I'he heart of man is for
the greater part prone to evil, clinging to the things of the
earth, more than to the heavenly treasures, or in better

- privation and sacrifice.
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words, to terrestrial lifc rather than to spiritual things,
What would bappen if the oceult sciences were in the
Lands of rogues ? They wonld not use them 1o advan-
tage, honor, and progress, but as instruments of vengeance,
corruption, and iniquity.

If we will with a determined mind advance, it we wish
to render ourselves useful to omselves and our brothers,
morally, intellectually and physically, we must propose
to guide our actions, our thoughts, our will in all and for
all, and follow the precepts which our honorable Society
preseribes to us. This obedicnee, liowever, must not be
blind nor mechanie, but rational and dignified. We must
obey so far as the orders, injunctions and counsels agree
with our reason and are proportionate to our moral and
intellectual means. And no more is asked of us.

That in order to approach the sublime and magnificent
temple of Truth, it is necessary to consent to sacrifices,
privations and efforts, every one will admit. In or-
der to embellish the soul with truth, and enrich it with
knowledge, zeal, diligenee and firm will are necessary.

Allow me, my dear Brothers, to make to mysclf an ob-
servation which I do not consider uscless, which is,
that however trifling a thing may be, yet it cannot be
obtained here below without an effort.

This granted, is it ever possible for us to attain the
notion of wisdom and truth without doing all that lies
in our power to ascend to the summit of that mounntain
where they veside # Can cver the sun of justice and
progress impart his benignant vays to humanity if we
do not destroy vice, if we do not popularize virtue, if we
do mnot disperse the gloom of ignorance, prejudice and
superstition ¥ Do we not see how many difficulties are
conjured up against us in the official religion, in that
science which immovable will stand still onits platform of
matter, decked with rottenness, with doubt in its soul and
with the hypocritical mask of bold certainty ? Shall we he
disheartened 7 Shall we be terrified or stopped by threats,
by mnockery, by scorn, or by sarcasm ? No; a hundred times
over I say, no. Though our nnmber is not now great,
though our intellectual facultics be limited, though the
part of action be restrained, we shall well make up  this
deficiency by being firm, immovable, compact, and united
as the Romans were ; and thus we shall render ourselves
strong,

Let us bind oursclves, together therefore, morally, and if
we wish to be something, let us have faith in the future
of Humanity and in the necessary progress of it, and thus
we shall render ourselves more worthy of the happy idea
to which we have consecrated oursclves. Let us not be
terrified at the sight of the fatigue, diteulty, hardship,
Let us call to mind the words of
Dante in his chapter xxiv. of the Inferno :—

¢ Disse il Maestro, che seggendo in pinma
“ In fama non si vien, ne sotto coltro :?

Let us mirror ourselves in the example of the lovers
of humanity. Let us imitate them. Let us follow their
footsteps in their firmness, in their bravery, in their con-
stancy in despising persecution, mockery, ealumny, and
torture.

It is true that we, and specially myself, are so insigni-
ficant that we are not worthy of the chance of being like
those clever masters of progress, but, if we will, wo may
still do good. Let us make ourselves useful by spreading
that light which is communicated to us. Let us not
limit ourselves to words, Let us add to them the power-
ful teaching of facts, and if we cannot be exemplary, let us
not, at least, give cause for scandal,  Let us begin by cor-
reeting our defects, by extirpating our evil tendencies from
our hearts. Let us adapt oursclves to a life of temperance
and activity.

Offended, let us forgive ; offenders, let us ask pardon.
Let us love justice for ourselves as well as for others.

Let us hate and combat every undeserved privilege in our
own favour or of others,
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Let us promote popular education and make it obliga-
tory, and particularly so among women, that we may
emancipate them from the thraldom of priesteraft.

Lot us protect the orphans: let usdefend the interest
of the weak and of the widow.

Let us shake off pride.  Let us exclaim with a genc-
rous cry against prostitution, debauchery, ill-conduet—the
consequences of materialism aud superstition,

Let us fight against the death penalty and let us
detest the infumy of war, and more so the right of the
strongest.  Let us join in defending those who protect us,
controlling nevertheless the immoderate exigencies of the
demagogues and the revolutionists who behave in the way
in whicli they do with bad motives.

Let us acknowledge the expansive and universal love,
not only for humanity, but also for all creation, beeause
all either by silent or expressed love (be what it may)
tends to the unity of the Supreme Love.  Let us place
the brotherbood of nations as the first of our wishes
(desires) and let us hasten that holy (blessed) moment
when the whole of mankind will be gathered in one
fold and will have but one shepherd.

Let us part with and forsake vanity, crime, and pns-
sions ; may our views be serious, wise, hmmble, modest and
dignified.  Acting in this way we may hope to live with a
free conscience, confident (as we shall be) of having neg-
lected nothing in our power to render ourselves uscful.

Courage, brothers, let us push on.  Let us begin by
trying to purify our souls by restraining our passions. Let
us subject brute to man, sense to reason, and interest to
duty. Let us lay aside all hatred or rancowrs if there be
any among us, or against any one of our other brothers
in humanity, and it we have done wrong voluntarily or
involuntarily, let us compensate.  Let us become the men
of duty, and let us keep oursclves always on the right
side of our rights. Let the sacred fire of Love be al-
ways burning in our hearts, Let us be worthy of it, and
the Supreme Architect will recompense us according to
the efforts we have made in trying to progress.

I conclude, my dear Brothers, by begging your kind
forgiveness for the trouble T may have caused you with
thesc few and poor expressions ; supply my deficiencies
with your intellect. Correct me freely on those points on
which T may have gone astray, and 1 shall feel thank-
ful to you.

Brothers, I shall not fail to be your interpreter before
the Mother Society to express to lier onr gratitude, and in
your name also I shall thank her for the bigh favour bes-
towed upon us and make the sincerc vows for the pro-
sperity of Humanity and for all the Branches of our So-
ciety,

NOTE BY ‘THFE EDITOR.

The inaugural addresses of the respective presiding
officers of the Tonian and Bombay Branches of the Theoso-
phical Society, which appear side by side in the present
number, so well illustrate its policy of mutual toleranee
and confraternity, that we bespeak for each a careful read-
ing, Here we sce the Italian thinker inoved by the same
lofty aspirations for individual perfection and the happi-
ness and enlightenment of mankind, as the Parsi thinker
of Bombay. And though the onc conceives of the First
(Clause, or Deity, quite differently from the other, whose an-
cestors from time immemorial have worshipped the Sun as
a visible type of Hormazd, yet a common religious feeling
moves the heart of each, and a comion instinet makes him
see the way upward towards the truth brighter and clear-
er by the light of Theosophy. Ours is not an atheistical
society, though it does contain atheists ; nor is it a Chris-
tian one, even though our brother Dr. Wyld, President of
the DBritish Theosophical Society, would have us accept
Jesus as the most divine personage that cver appeared
among men, Our Fellows are of the most varied opinions
and each has a right to claim respect for his ideas as he
is bound to respect those of his brothers, We lave
presidents who are severally Christian, Deist, Bud-

dhist, Hindu and Atheist ; none dogmatizers, none claim-
ing to be wiser or more infallible than the other, yet cach
taking the other by the hand, calling him brother, and
helping him and being helped in the divine quest after
knowledge. Nor ave all, or even a large minority, students
of veenlt seiences, for rarcly is the true mystic born,  Few,
alas! have they ever been who so yearned after the dis-
covery of Nature's secrets as to be willing to pursue that
hard and unselfish conrse of study : and our own century
can show fewer than any of its predecessors,  As to the
scerets of the Theosophical Society, when we mention the
masonic-like signs of recognition, and the privacy secured
for the handful who do make their experiments in psy-
chological science, all has been said, The Pavent Society
is, in one word, o Republic of Conscience, & brotherhond
of men in search of the Absolute Truth,  As was sufli-
ciently explained in our opening October number, every
one of us professes to be ready to help the other, whatever
the branch of science or religion to which his personal
predilections may lead him,

———

INAUGURAL ADDRFESS BEFORE TITI2 BOMBAY
THEOSOPIITCAL SOCIETY.

BY KHARSEDJI N, SEERVAIL VICE-PRESIDENT, PRESIDENT,
ro tem,

At the first meeting under our new Charter when we
enter upon our duties as members of the Boinbay Theoso-
phical Society, it. seems mnecessary that we should begin
with forming a clear idea, as far as possible, of what we
arc as Theosophists.  All the members must have at some
time or other set this question to themselves, and answer-
ed it more or less satisfactorily to themselves, In the
first number of the THEOSOPHIST two elaborate and high-
ly learned articles we devoted to the two questions,
“ What is Theosophy,” and *“ What are the Theosophists.”
But the vastucss of the questions and the great learning
that is necessarily employed in answering them and above
all their paramount importance to us, make it very desir-
able that we should have, at the outset of our course of stu-
dies, a free and patient discussion and eriticismon the sub-
ject. I now lay before you what I understand. My views
arc of course not authoritative. I put them forward as 1
have them, to be discussed and ceriticized, so that in the
end, each onc of us may have a sufliciently eclear and de-
finite understanding as to what is Theosophy and what
are the Theosophists.

From the subjects that Theosoply deals with and
criticizes, as far as we have had the opportunity of observ-
ing, we see that it covers the whole ground occupied by
Religion, Philosophy and Science. It has something to
say by way of confirmation or correction to each of these.
It it said nothing more than what Religion, Philosophy and
Science teach us, Theosophy would be useless.  But as
we will see in the sequel, it says a good deal more than
cach one of these cmbodiments of truths, or all of them
combined, tell us. Covering them all under its wings,
it correets the faults and errors of each one and leads them
on far beyond their present position. We will, therefore.
understand very clearly Theosophy as a whole, if we con-
sider it separately in its relation with Religion, with Philo-
sophy and with Science.

The question, therefore, that we have to begin with is—
What is Religion # No word seems to be more familiarly
used than the word religion, and I should think no word
is more indefinitely understood than this. If we look at
the different systems which are known under the name
of religion, and sce what functions they are intended to
perform we find that at the base of all the huge accumn-
lation of rituals, ceremonials and observances, - there 1s one
avowed object common to all religions—whether they are’
claimed to be revealed or natural religions—they have all
one object, viz., to convey the will of God to man, They
tell what man should believe and do 5 and the only reason
advanced for what he is required to believe and do js
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that God so wills. The religions, therefore, contain a code
of worulity which has the nuthority of the conunand of
God, and give an authoritative declaration as to what Gl
is and what is his relation to man and to the universe, In
the infant state of the human mind such authoritative
declarations are not questioned.  Rather they are nceded,
are reverentially accepted and devoutly followed. Religion,
thercfure, at this stage of the human mind, serves an impor-
tant purpose. But as the human mind grows te maturity,
what was suflicient for its childlike capacity ceases to be
go, It is disinclined to receive things at second hand, if
it can Jook at them direetly and get at o rational convie-
tion of their truth or otherwise.  Instead of being con-
tent with receiving things on authority as it did in its
fecble infant state, it begins to speculate and cmploy its
reason for discerning whether things are as they are said to
be and why they are so. Here is the beginning of philoso-
phy. Herein is the first gern of scepticism,  If reli-
giousness means duty to hold beliefs on authoritative
declaration, to hold them irrespective of facts whether
reason supports them or not, in short to disallow to reason
the right to judge of beliefs which religion inculeates,
then we may say that with the beginning of philosophy
rreligiousness begins,. The idea of religion in the ortho-
dox sense coineides  with the era of ignorance.  For the
thinking man religion must be  philosophised or for him
philosophy is religion. This necessity is recognised by the
heads and  representatives of religious  systems, as 1t has
been felt by t‘ne frec-thinking laymen. Some philosophers
like St. Aungustine, counstruct a system  of philosoply to
confirm and establish the teachings of the religion they
profess.  Others more independent, see  insuperable diffi-
culties philosophically to arrive at any knowledge about
God, the soul, its existence and survival after death, the
universe as a whole and its relation to God.  As long as
man belicved what was tuught to him, on what he consi-
dered the divine authority, these (uestions presented
to him no difticulty,  Not because his reason solved those
difficultics, but because he cared not to employ his reason,
He was satistied to take for granted what was told to him
and there the matter ended.  In such a passive state we
might happily remain if our mind never emerged from
this childlike state of contentment.  But every day that
goes, earries us forward in the course of advancement. It
18 the characteristic of man to be inquisitive of all the
subjects that come within the range of his thoughts.  The
successes that he has achieved in some departments of
knowledge make him bold and confident of sttaining
success by following the sume rtional wmethod of investi-
gation in all dircctions. The man of science joins with
the free-thinking philosopher to wage war against the
claims of religion. Accept on faith, says religion, the
truths which philosophy cannot reach and science cannot
penetrate. N‘:ly, say philosophy and science, to accept
truths upon faith is an unintelligible phrase, We are
votaries of truth, but truth is not truth unless our under-
standing can accept it,  While religion stands at one ex-
treme, scieuce in the heat of the controversy rushes to
the other extreme.  In its investigations in the materiul
universe, science day after day makes wonderful discoveries
and traces the uniform ageney of constant laws in the midst
of endless diversity., It views uothing as providential.
All the phenomena in the uuiverse it will trace to their
physical causes, Tt fors mental scicuce and moral science
on the physieal basis, It views religion as niere dogmatism,
philosophy in its transcendental speculations, as vague
and drenmy ; science alone can furmsh ian with positive
knowledge and more important still, useful knowledge.
The physical universe admits of being brought under
direct observation, experiment and verification, and the
great triumph of all this is that it enables wan to bring
about certain events in the future and predict them under
given conditions with perfect precision, The “subjects of
religion and philosophy inasmuch as they deal with the
non-material universe, and as they, therefore, do not admit
of these tests, arve not worth the while of man to waste
time and trouble wpon, They are mere superstitions,
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bequeathed to us by the old ignorant Past, There is
nothing for man to know beyond matter and what inaterial
data will lead him to.  Thus, science drags us forcibly into
materialism.  Thus arbitrary and dogmatic veligion, in-
complete and incowpetent  philosophy, and  audacious
science all combine to destroy the most cherished and the
most ancient of our beliefs, destroy all onr spiritual intui-
tions.  What ean rescue us from this sad state ?2 T answer,
Theosophy.

The world has been prepaved for Theosophy in our
times by what are known in the Western world as spivi-
tual phenomena, These phenomena staggered the confidence
and positiveness ot science.  Books and journals ave full
of well-nuthenticated events whieh occurred in violation
of all the physical laws known to and aceepted by science,
Heavy things would be seen swinmming about in the air in
violation of the law of gravitation, canicd by some un-
scen or unknown being or force.  Beings of more or less
intelligence would manifest themselves at spiritual seances
and declare themselves the spivits or ghosts of” those who
had lived and died in this worldl.  They would  represent
themselves sometimes as dead friends, at  others as dead
relatives or as quite strangers, and converse with the per-
sons nssembled, on diverse matters.  All those who clung
to the belief in the existence and immortality of  the soul,
but whose scientitic edueation showed them that there
was o want of data on which the beliet conld be logieally
founded, all these naturally rushed to these events as the
most welcome evidences they so much wanted,  All ghost
stories were raked up and fondly read and re-read to see
how fur they were authenticated.  But there was one
weak point.  These spiritual intelligences, as we may eall
them, that held converse with men in this fashion may be
either the spivits or ghosts of the departed or may be
beings of a different order from ourselves.  Below man we
see myrinds of animated existences. Innumerable as these
are, they do not exhaust all pussible existenees nor fill the
whole univorse.  Beings of an order and nature ditferent
from ours may people the vast universe about us and the
spiritual phenomena we witness may be due to the ageney
of these beings.  This view came to be supported by the
fact that in many cases the guests from the unscen uni-
verse exhibited intelligence amd capacity far below those
of men they personated.  In many eases they were below
even the average intelligence of mankind,  Often they
talked most silly and ridienlous and even  false and
contradictory things.  Often they betrayed a mischievous
delight in deluding their human interrogators.  Nay,
further, the sensitive persons called the madius, through
whom they manifested themselves, in a number of cnses
deteriorated in constitution, character, and morals, The
intercourse with these denizens of the unseen world
seemed in great many cases to be anything but in-
structive and  elevating.  All these considerations lead
to the conclusion that it is very improbable that thesce
visitors of ours are the spirits of departed nen,
but that they are somce independent beings.  Even in
cases where the communications are scnsible and true
it is as much possible that our interlocutors are the in-
dependent beings who are well disposed and better in-
forined, as that they are the spivits of the departed. At
any rate it is not certain that the beings who communi-
cate with us at the seances are the spirits of the dead.
And thus these spiritual phenoimena as they are called do
not furnish us with data that can prove to us with certain-
ty the cxistence of soul and its numortality.  Yet these
gpiritual phenomena have gained one great point against
the materialism of science,  They establish beyond doubt
the existence of forces or beings whiclh do not obey
the laws of matter, and have nothing in common with
the material world.  T'o distinguish these, therefore, from
the material we may designate them as the spivitual
bengs or agencies.  This is, indeed, an immense gain and
deals a death-blow to materialism.

These spiritual phenomena, however, are but scattered
unconnected facts, and so long as they are such, our know-
ledge of the spiritnal vniverse does not amount to ch
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just as our knowledge of the physical universe did not
amount to much till we raised the knowledge of mere
facts to scientific knowledge. We are said to possess
scientific knowledge in any particular department of
Nature when we have succeeded in uniting the seatter-
ed facts under the highest possible genernlizations or com-
mon laws, and have acquired the power to predict future
events under given conditions, and to bring about the
events when we ean arrange the necessary conditions and
control the laws. Can we nise to ascienee the phenomena
of modern spiritualism 2 Can we eany our knowledge
beyond the phenomena to the laws which these phenome-
na obey 7 Aund, knowing the laws, do we know how to
control them and so produce the phenomena at will 2 If
we can, then we have mised modern spiritualism to the
digmity of science.  And Theosophy does that.  The ad-
vaneed Theosophist ean produce at will all the pheno-
mena that occur at spiritnal seances.  While modern
spiritualism is a mere colleetion of phenomena, Theoso-
phy is the science of these phenomena, or, in short,
the science of spiritualism,  Going beyord these phe-
nomenn, it has a close and intimate view of the spir-
itual universe that lics behind them, and of its Inws,
its influences, and its beings. Those who are familiar with
the phenomena of clairvoyance are aware that by the
will of the mesmerizer the patient is thrown into such a
deep sleep, or trance as it is called, that the body is in
every respect a corpse, the soul of the patient is released
from the body, its vision is immensely enlarged, and as if
time and distance are no impediments to it, in an instant
it ranges over the most distant places, till by the will of
the operator the soul returns to the body which thus be-
comes reanimated. We thus see the duality of matter
and spirit in man.  The more our spiritual selt’ is freed
from the control and weight of the material sclf, the
greater is onr freedom from physical impediments and the
greater becomes our capacity for knowledge and for work
in the universe. The true theosophical mystic acts upon
these facts. His aim is to subdue his physical nature and
its wants and desires to the utmost limit possible, and
develop the spiritual nature to the highest extent possible,
In proportion to his success in doing this, the mightier
man he becomes. And you can easily imagine the immensi-
ty ofknowledge aud power the highest Theosophist possesses,
who has succeeded in gnining a complete mastery over his
material, or as it is more significantly expressed animal,
nnture, who has developed his spivitual self to such an
extent that he is thoroughly spiritualized, who is wholly
n spirit or spirit-man.  He has by internal development
gained all the powers that the freed soul manifests in
cases of clairvoyance, and, starting from what we know of
the powers of a mesmerizer, we may say lhe is to the
mesmerizer in his command over the outside world what
a full-grown, perfectly-developed, and healthy man is toan
infant just born.

Many details of argument and fact can be supplied, de-
tails which the Isis Unveiled so copiously furnishes and
which Colonel Oleott and Madame Blavatsky have often
brought to our notice, to throw more light on the conclu-
sions we have arrived at. The existence of soul in man,
its independence of our physical organization, hence its
survival when death altogether separates it from the body :
the existence of the spiritual universe, that as by our physi-
cal powers and knowledge we can operate upon the physi-
cal universe, so by our soul powers and knowledge we can
operate upon the spiritual and also upon the physical
universe, that the department of spiritual knm\'}m ge is
as much capable of scientific treatment and study ns the
department of physical knowledge—these are for us well
established and proven facts.

Our position then in respect of science is this, We
accept all that it has discovered and knows about the
material world, but when it says that there is nothing
besides matter, nothing besides what it already knows,
we join issue with it.  We enlarge and extend the juris-
diction of science and bring within its scope the spiritual
universe,  Fromw the data which the spiritual science fur-
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nishes, philosophy is better able to speculate on the con-
stitution of the universe, its relation with God, upon soul
and its future destiny. Before, philosophy stood aghast
in the presence of the mysteries it cannot fathom ; helped
by Theosophy it soars beyond the mysteries, .

Before, philosophy stopped before the veil of Isis unable
to lift it up : Theosophy rends this veil asunder and ushers
philosophy forward.” Subjects which being so long mys-
terious to philosophy, religion claimed as its own and
dogmatized npon, nowcomelcgitimnt(-lywitllin the province
of philosophy. Of what use is it for religion to be dogmatic
when the truths it asserts come within the capacity of philo-
sophy to criticize, accept or reject.  Religion then is the
name for the highest conclusions of philosophy. So much
of its old dogmatism as coincides with these conclusions is
accepted, the rest of course rejected.  For the ignorant
these conclusions may stand as dogmas ; the thoughtful
know where to look for the basis of them and can know
how they are arrived at. Such truth as lies in them being
better understood, the various religions again in their
turn  command the respect and adherence of all honest
thinkers. We percecive, therefore, how religion, philosophy
and science, have all and each of thein heen advanced and
clevated by Theosophy. o far as we have proceeded, we
are in a position to conclude that Theosophy is the
spiritunl science ; Theosophy is the perfected and com-
pleted philosophy ; Theosophy is the religion for the
thoughtful ; Theosophy furnishes the only reliable and
true dogmas that may constitute the religion for the
ignorant or the nasses. '

Formerly religion, philosophy and scienee, although
each clnimed to be the possessor of truth, yet pre-
sented the anomalous spectacle of being vehemently l,ms-
tile to one another.  Now Theosophy has introduced har-
mony and concord among them all. Theosophy brings
peace in the realn of thought.

Nay more—in proportion as we rise from particulars to
higher and fewer generalizations from which to deduce all
the facts that fill the world, our knowledge is perfected
and complete.  In science we sce this process carried out
to a certain extent. The highest gencializations of scicnee
denote the great advance that has been made from parti-
cular facts.  But these generalizations which are aceepted
as the ultimate truths by the sciences to which they be-
long, are again but particulars in relation to one another,
and with veference to the higher truths which may be
discovered to cover them all.  To ascend to these higher
truths which combine under their sweep the trths wiich
the various sciences finally stop at, and to make one
great science of all these sciences, is the provinee of phi-
losophy.  But so long as philosophy was not strengthened
by the spiritual data and science narrowed itself into
materinlism, philosophy was incapable of performing this
grand function and its pretensions to do this were not
tolerated.  Philosophy transformed into Theosophy does
all this, Theosophy thus is the science of sciences, it is
the highest science.

When we have mastered this highest science and philo-
sophy, we will have become Theosophists of a high, if not
the highest, order, At present, logically satisfied that there
lies the most important field of knowledge before us, we are
waiting at the threshold, till in good time we may be per-
mitted to cross it. How we are to qualify onrselves for
this high honour, and what the aims are for which we
wish to attain the highest theosophical knowledge and
powers, are themes of superlative importance and interest.
I have alveady taken much space and occupied much of
your time. These topics, therefore, we may reserve for
some future time. I have, therefore, to conclude, thank-
ing you for the patience and good-will with which you
have borne with me so long.

—

IT IS EASY TO ADVISE A PERSON, BUT HOW DIFFICULT
to receive, under similar circumstances, that same advice
from another! We are so prone to belicve that what
we accept is truth, and that those who cannot see
with our eyes are all wrong.
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A WOODEN GOD.
BY COL. ROBERT G. INGESOLL.

WasHINGToN, March  27.—To-day Messrs. Wright,
Dickey, O'Conner, and Murch, of the select committee
on the causes of the present depression of labour, pre-
sented the majority special report upon Chinese immigra-
tion.

These gentlemen are in great fear for the Tuture of our
most holy and perfectly authenticated religion, and have,
like faithful watchmen from the walls and towers of Zion,
hastened to give the alarm. They have informed Con-
gress that “ Joss has his temple of worship in the Chinese
quarters in San Francisco.  Within the walls of a dila-
pidated structure is exposed to the view of the faithful
the god of the Chinaman, and here are his altars of war-
ship. Here he tears up his pieces of paper ; here he offety
up his prayers ; here he receives his religious consolations,
and here is his road to the celestial land.” That * Joss is
located in a long, narrow room in a building in a back
alley, upon a kind of altar ;” that “ he is a wooden image,
looking as much like an alligator as like a human being ;”
that the Chinese “ think there is such a place as heaven ;”
that a]l. classes of Chinamen worship idols;” that “ the
temple is open every day at all hours;” that “ the Chinese
have no Sunday ;” that this heathen god has “ huge jaws,
u.blg‘red tongue, large white teeth, a half-dozen arms, and
big, fiery cycballs, About him are placed ofterings of
meat and other eatables—a sacrificial offering.”

No wonder that these members of the committee were
shocked at such an image of Uod, knowing us they did
that

THE ONLY TRUE GOD

was correctly deseribed by the inspired lunatic of Patmos
in the following words :—

* And there sat in the midst of the seven golden candle-
sticks one like unto the Son of man, clothed with a
garment down to the foot, and girt about the paps with
a golden girdle.  His head and his hairs were white like
wool, as white as snow; and his cyes were as a flame of
fire ; and his feet like unto fine brass as i’ they burned in
a furnace ; and his voice as the sound of many waters,
And he had in his right hand seven stars; and out of his
mouth went a sharp two-edged sword ; and his counte-
nance was as the sun shineth in his strength.”

‘fertainly a large mouth filled with white teeth is pre-
ferable to one used as the scabbard of a shavp, two-
edged sword.  Why should these gentlemen object to a
god with big fiery eyebulls, when their own Deity has eyces
Iike a flame of firve ?

Is it not a littlg late in the duy to object to people
because they sacrifice meat and other catables'to their
god 7 We all know that for thousmnds of years the
“real” God was exceedingly fond of ronsted meat ; that
he loved the savour of burning flesh, and delighted in
the perfume of fresh, warm blood.

The following account of the manncr in which the
“living God” desired that His chosen people should sacri-
fice, tends to show the degradation and religious blindness
of the Chincse :

« Aaron therefore went unto the altar and slew the calf
of the sin offering which was for himsclf.  Aud the sons
of Aaron brought the blood unto him.  And he dipped his
fingers in the blood and pat it upon the horns of the
altar, and poured out the blood at the bottom of the altar ;
but the fat und the kidneys and the caul above the liver of
the sin oftering he burnt upon the altar, as the Lord comn-
manded Moses, and the flesh and the hide he burnt with five
without the comp. And he slew the burnt offering.  And
Aaron’s sons presented unto him the Dblood which he
sprinkled round about the altar. ... And he brought the
meat offering and took a handful theveot and burnt upon
the altar. . . He slew also the bullock and the ram for a sa-
crifice of a peace offering which was for the people. And
Aaron’s sons presented unto him the bloed which he sprin-
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kled upon the altar round about, and the fat of the bullock
and of the ram, the rump, and that which covercth the
mwards and the kidneys, and the caul above the liver;
and they put the fat upon the breasts and he burnt the
fat upon the altar.  And the breast and the right shoulder
Aaron waved for a wave offering before the Lord, as Moses
commanded.”

If the Chinese only did semething like this, we would
know that they worshipped the “ living” God,  The idea
that the supreine head of the * American system of reli-
gion” can be placated with a little meat and * ordinary
eatables” is siinply preposterons. He has always asked
for blood, and has always asserted that without the shed-
ding of blood there is no remission of sin,

The world is also informed by these gentlemen that
“the idolatry of the Chinese produces

A DEMORALISING EFFECT UPON OUR AMERICAN YOUTH,

by bringing sacred things into disrespect, and making
religion a theme of disgust and contempt.”

In San Francisco there are svme three hundred thou-
sand people. Is it possible that afew Chinese can bring
“our holy religion ” into disgust and contewnpt 2 In that
city there are fifty times as many churches as Joss houses,
Scores of sermons are uttered every week ; religious books
and papers are as plentitul as leaves i autumm, and
somewhat dricr; thousands of Bibles are within the reach
of all.  And there too is the example of a Chuistian city.

Why should we send missionarier to China if we can-
not convert the heathen when they come here? When
missionaries go to a foreign land, the poor benighted
people have totake their word for the blessings showered
upon a Christian people; but when the heathen come
here they can see for themselves.  What was simply a
story becomes a danonstrated fact.  They come in con-
tact with people who love theiv cnemies; they see that
ina Christian land men tell the wuth: that they will
not take advantage of strangers; that they are just and
paticnt, kind and tender; that they never iesort to foree ;
that they have no prejudice on account of colour, race,
or religion ; that they look upon mankind as brethren;
that they speak of God as a universal father, and are
willing to work, and e¢ven to sutter, for the good not only
of their own countrymen, but of the heathen as well! Al
this the Chiuese see and know, and why they still ching
to the religion of their country is to me a matter of
amazement,

We all know that the disciples of Jesus do unto others
as they woulld that others should do unto them, and that
those  of Confucius do not unto  others anything that
they would not that others should do unto them,  Suvely
such people ought to live together e perfect peace.

RISING WL THIE SUBJECT,
arowing leated with a kind of hely indignation, these
Clnistian representatives  of a Christian - people  most
solemly declare that

“Any one who is really endowe! with a correct know-
ledge of our religions system, which acknowledges the
existence of a living God and an accountability to Him, and
a future state of reward and punislonent, who feels that
hie ing an apology for this abominable pagan worship, is
not a fit person to be ranked as a good citizen of the
Amevican nnion, It is absmed to make any apology for
its toleration, It must be abolished, and  the sooner the
deeree goes forth by the power of this goverument the
better it will be for the interests of this land.”

I take this, the carliest opportunity, tu inform these
gentlemen composing o majority of the connnittee, that
we havein the United States no * religious system ;" that
this is a secular government, That 1t has no rcligious
creed 5 that it does not believe nor disbelieve ina future
state of reward aud punishment ; that it neither affinns
nor denies the existence of a * living God ;" and that the
only god, so far as this government is concerned, is the le-
gally expressed will of a majority of the people,  Under
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our flag the Chinese have the same right to worship a
wooden god that you have to worship any other.  The
Constitution protects equally the Chureh of Jehovah and
the house of Joss.  Whatever their relative positions may
be in heaven, they stand upon a perfect equality in the
United States.

THIS GOVERNMENT IS AN INFIDEL GOVERNMENT.

We have a constitution with Man put in and God left out:
and it is the glory of this country that we have such a
constitution,

It may be surprising to you that I have an apology for
pagan worship, yet I have.  And it is the same one that
1 have for the writers of this report. 1 account for both
by the word superstition.  Why should we object to theiv
worshipping God as they please 2 If the worship is im-
proper, the protestation should come not from a committee
of congress, but from God himself,  If he is satisfied, that
is sufficient.  Our religion can only be brought into con-
tempt by the actions of those who profess to be governed
by itsteachings.  This report will do more in that direc-
tion than millions of Chinese could do hy burning pieces
of paper before a wooden image. It yon wish to impress
the Chinese with the value of your religion, of what yon
are plensed to eall “The American system,” show them
that Christians are better than heathens,  Prove to them
that what you arc pleased to call the ¢ living God” teaches
higher and holier things, a grander and purer code of
morals than can be found upon pagan pages.  Fxeel these
wretehes in industry, in honesty, in reverence for parents,
in cleanliness, in frugality, and above all by advocating the
absolute liberty of human thought.

Do not trample upon these people hecause they have a
different conception of things about which cven this
committee knows nothing.

five them the same privilege you enjoy, of making a
God after their own fashion.  And let themn deseribe him
as they will. Would you be willing to have them remnain,
if one of their race, thousands of years ago, had pretend-
ed to have scen God, and had written of him as follows:
“There went up a simoke out of his nostrils, and fire out
of his mouth devoured ; coals were kindled by it, . . .
and he rode upon a cherub and did fly?” Why should you
ubjeet to these people onaccount of theirreligion 2 Your
objection has in it the spirit. of hate and intolerance.  Of
that spirit the inquisition was born.  That spirit lighted
the fagot, made the thumb-serew, put chains upon !h_c
limbs, and lashes upon the backs of men. The same spirit
bought and sold, eaptured amd kidnopped human beings ;
gold babes, and justified all the horrors of slavery.,

Cfongress has nothing to do with the religion of the
people.  Its members are not responsible to God for the
opinions of their constituents, and it may tend to the hap-
pimess of the constituents for me to state that they are
i no way responsible for the religion of the members,
Religion is an individual, not a national matter, And
where the nation interferes with the right of conseienee,
the liberties of the people are devoured by the mouster
superstition,

If you wish to drive out the Chinese, do not make a
pretext of religivn. Do not pretend that you wre tiying
to do God a favom. Injustice in His name is donbly de-
testable.  The assassin cannot sanctify his dagger by fall-
ing on his knees, and it does not help a falschood if it be
uttered as a prayer. Religion, used to intensify the
hatred of wen toward men under the pretence of pleasing
God, has cursed the world.

A portion of this most remarkable rveport is intensely
religions.  There is in it almost the odour of sanctity ;
and when reading it one is impressed with the living piety
of its authors.  But on the twenty-fifth page there are s
few passages that

MUST PAIN THE HEARTS OF 'TRUE BELIEVERS,

Leaving their religious views, the members immediately
betake themselves to philosaphy and prediction, Listen:
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and the American eitizen whethier
native-horn or who s eligible to our naturalisation Jaws
and becomes a citizen, are in a state of antagonism. They
cannot and will not ever meet upon conninon ground, aund
oceupy together the same social level,  This is impossible,
The pagan and the Christian travel different paths.  This
one believes in a living God, that one in the type of mon-
sters and worship of wood and stone, Thus m the reli-
gion of the two rnces of man, they are as wide apart as
the poles of the two hemispheres. They eaunot now nor
never [sic] will approach the same religious altar.  The
Christian will not recede to harbarism, nor will the Chi-
nese advance to the eulightened belt [whatever it is] of
civilisation. . . . He cannot be converted to those
modern ideas of religious worship which have been ac-
cepted by Europe and crown the American system,”

Christinns used to believe that through their religion
all the nations of the carth were finally to be blest.  In
accordance with that belief missionaries have been sent to
every Jand, and untold wealth has been expended for
what has been ealled the spread of the gospel.

I am almost sure that I have read somewhere that
“ Christ died for @ll men,” and that © God is no respecter
of persons.” It was once tanght that it was the duty of
Christians to tell to all people the “ tidings of great joy.”
I have never helieved these tidings myself, but have al-
ways contended that an honest mcrc{umt was the best
missionary. Commerce makes friends, religion makes
enemies ; the one enrichies, and the other impoverishes;
the one thrives best where the truth is told, the other
where falschoods are believed.  For myself, 1 have but
little confidence in any business, or enterprise, or invest-
ment, that promises dividends only after the death of the
stock-holders,

But

“The (hinese race

FAM ASITAMED

that fonr Christian statesmen, four members of congress
in the last quarter of the nineteenth century, who sertous-
ly object to people on account of theirreligious convictions,
should still assert that the very religion in which they be-
lieve—aad the only religion established by the living
God-head of the American system—is not adapted to the
spivitual needs of one-third of the human race. It is
amazing that these four gentlemen have, in the defence
of the Christian religion, announced  the discovery that it
is wholly inadequate for the civilisation of mankind ; that
the light of the cross can never penetrate the darkness of
China ; “that all the labours of the missionary, the ex-
ample of the good, the exalted character of our civilisation,
make no impression upon the Pagan life of the Chinese ;”
and that even the report of this committee will not tend
to clevite, refine, and christianise the yellow heathen
of the Pacific const.  In the name of religion these gen-
tlemen have denied s power and mocked at the enthu-
sinsm of its founder.  Worse than this, they have predict-
ed for the Chinese a future of ignorance and idolatry in
this world, and if the * American system” of religion is true,
hell-fire in the next.

For the benefit of these four philosophers and prophets
I will give

A FEW EXTRACTS FROM THE WRITINGS OF CONFUCIUM,

that will in my judginent compare favourably with the
best passnges of their teport @

* My doctrine is that man must be truc to the princ-
ples of his nature, and the benevolent exercise of them
toward others.

“ With coarse vice to eat, with water to drink, and with
my bended arm for a pillow, 1 still have joy.

“ Riches and honour acquired by injustice are 1o me but
floating clouds.

“The man who in view of gain thinks of Hghteousness;
who in danger furgets life, and who remembers an old
agreement, however fur back it extends, such a man may
be reckoned w comnplete man, ‘
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“ Recompense injury with justice, and kinduess with
kindness.

“ There is one word which may serve as a rule ol prac-
tice for all one’s life : Reciprocity is that wond.”

When the ancestors of the four Christian congressimen
were barbarians, when they lived in caves, gnawed  bones,
and worshipped dried snakes, the infamous Chinese  were
reading these sublime sentences of Confucius.  When the
forctuthers of these Christinn statesimen  were hunting
toads to get the jewels out of their heads, to be used s
chavins, the wretched Chinese were caleulating  celipses
and measuring the cirenmference of the earth.  When
the progenitors of these representatives of the * Awerican
system of religion ” were burning women (-lnu:gcnl with
nursing devils, the people incapable of being lnlln.cm.:cd
by the exalted character of our civilization,” were building
asylums for the insane,

Neither should it be forgotten that, for thousands of
years, the Chinese have houestly practised the great
principles known as

CIVIL SERVICE REFORM

w sotaething that even the administration of Mr. Hayes
hias reachied only through the proxy of promise.

If we wish to prevent the inimigration of the Chinese,
let us reform our treaties with the vast cmpire from
whonce they came.  For thousands of years the Chinesc
secluded themselves from the rest of the world.  They did
not deem the Christian nations fit to associate with, We
forced owrselves upon them,  We called, but with can-
non. The English battered down the door in the names
of opinm and Christ. The infamy was regavded as another
trivmph for the gospel. At last, in self-detence, the Chinese
allowed Christians to touch their shoves.  Their wise nen
their philosophiers protested, wnd prophesicd that lnim.c
would show that Christians could not be trusted.  This
report proves that the wise men were not only philoso-
phers but prophets,

Treat China as you would kEngland.  Keep a treaty
while it is in force.  Change it it you will, according to

the laws of nations, but on no acconnt excuse a breach  of

national faith by pretending that we are dishonest for

God's sake. (Chicago Daily Tines.)
- A-A.-‘_‘_ PR

NOTICING THE SAD FACT OF 'PHE IMPENDING DISSOLU-
tion of the “ Sanskrit Text Society,” founded at London in
1565, through the cxertious of the late Professor Gold-
stiicker, Professor Albert Weber, the learned Sanskrit
Professor at the University of Berlin mournfully asks the
Editor of the Times -

“ (fan it be possible that among the hundreds and
thousands of English gentlemen who have spent a large
part of their lives in India, in what one often hears called
¢ the most splendid service in the world,” a sufficient nnm-
ber cannot be induced to support a socicty fomdod for
the purpose of making available to Kuropemu scholars the

authentic documents for Indian literry rescarch oL .0 27

A moment’s reflection would have induced  Professor
Weber to spare himselt the trouble of asking such a
question,  What proportion of the English gentlemen
who take up an Indian career care one rap about Indian
« history or authentic doctments ¢ How many real schol-
ars have developed in the Indian branches ol serviee
sinee Johm Company's tivst ship arrived ¢ Great uaies,
doubtless, there are to be vecalled, but when the entire
list 1s written, what percentage does it cmbrace of the
educated, even lighly educated, men who have been to
Tudia 7 1t the professor were to poll the civil and mili-
tary branches of the public service to-day, he would find
that not one per cent. even of the lusty young chaps fresh
fronit the scholastic forcing-houses would trouble themsclves,
whether or not the Sanskrit lunguage itself, to say no-
thing of the Sunskrit Text Society, were extingnished
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to-morrow. Badminton, luwn-tennts, flirtation, racing, pig-
sticking, billiards, and the bubbling peg intevest thew,
i there is always plenty of money to support clubs and
that sort of thing.  But Asiatic literature, Aryan religion
or philosophy—these are not their * fad ) and out of all
these thousands upon thousands who have passed across
the Indinn stage, few have turned their backs upon fashion-
able pleasures and sought their happiness in study. At
Kandy, Ceylon, for instance, in the English library which
stands just opposite the Dalada Maligawa temple, among
the collection of some 7,000 volumes there 1s, or was 2
few weeks ago, just one book on the Buddhists or their
religion—Schlagentweit’s observations in T'ibet. That tells
the story ; and DProfessor Weber need not waste time in
wondering that such socicties as the one he names enjoy
so precarious a tenuve of life, It Juropean seholars would
show a more respectful and fraternal  disposition towards
their native Asiatic contemporaries the case might be
different.  And it the * enlightened Indian princes and
gentlemen’ whoume he mentions in the same letter to the
Times could sce that their patronage of such learned hodies
would secure them as much consideration with the ruling
race as do their subscriptions to monuments and giving of
entertainments, no doubt theiv aid would be generously
afforded.

THE MEDAL oF HONOUR.

The undersigned vegrets to say that neither of the very
few essays sent in for competition for the Medal of Honour
fninded by the General Council is of sufticient merit to
cutitle it to the bestowal of so high o dignity,  To award
this medal for any paper but one strictly complying with
the first of the conditions announced i the Resolution of
Comncil of May 5, viz, that = The BEssay shall be of a
high menit,” would permanently lower its value in the
estimation of the Indian public as o national prize worth
contending for. It canmot be admitted for & moment
that the failuve to clicit high-cliss essays s due to any lack
of ability among our Indian thinkers,  The true reason is
doubtless w too modest estimation of personal ability.
Under this conviction, therefore, the General Council de-
cides to renew the offer of the medal and diplomas men-
tioued in the Resolution of May, and appeal to alt who
love Indin and reverence her ancient glories 1o aid our
Society in this attemipt to infuse o new life into the ua-
tional lterature,  And as under the previons arrangement
the eminent jurors selected were debarred for competition,
1t has now been decided that the undersigned  shall judge
of the respective merits of competing essays ; u\f'nililig_;‘
himselt as oceasion may require of the hielp of non-comype-
ting native scholars who inay consent to aid him in render-
ing a just and impartial award.

For the imformation of the public, it is announced that
donations of ancient coins to be melted into the Medal of
Honour have already been nide by distinguished  patrons
of learning in the North-Western and Eastern provinees
of Tndia. The fullowing is the generons contribution of Rao
Babadur  Manuibhad  Jasbhan, Divan of Cuteh —Ten
kories, old coins found in Cately mud supposed to be about
1200 years old 1 ten kories, Rao Tuwmachiji’s veign, con-
uenced Samvat 1711L—A.D. 1655 ; fifty sniall coins-—old
coins fomud in Cuteh, and supposed to be about 800 years
old; five kovies, Rao Raidhanji L's reign, connnenced
Swnvat 1722 —AD. 1666 five kories, Rao Lakhpatji's
reign, commenced, Saivat 1508, —A D, 1732 tive Konles,
Ruo Desalji L's reign, conmmenced, Samvat 1775—A. D,
17105 five kories, Rao Pragji or Pragmalji [’s reign, com-
meneed Savat 17540 —AD. 1698 seven kories, Rao
Khengagi s veign, commenced Samvat  1605—A. 1,
15495 ten kories, Rao - Bharaji - or Bhavmalji s reign,
comnmnenced Samvat 1642, —AL D). 1586,

Fassays of the character deseribad in the notice publishicd
i the Trrosorise for Mavel, April ol May, will be
received at these Hewd-quarters nntil Decenber Tst, 1880,
aned judgment given by o betore Marvel 1, 1881, The
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name of the anthor must in no case be attached to an
essay, but placed in a closed envelope accompanying the
sine and bearing upon the outside & mark or marks simi-
lar to thuse written upon the essay.

By order of the Couneil,
Henry 8. Ovcorr,
President of the Theosophical Society.
Hewl-quarters, T, S,
Giirgauin, Bombay, June 1, 1880,

. e e e

NANGA BABA OF GWALIOR.
BV A RETIRED COMMISSIONED MILITARY OFFICER,

In a corner of the parade ground of Mahdrija Scindia’s
furce, there lived an asectic called (from his always keeping
himself stark naked) * Nanga Babd.” The Mahdrdja tried
i many direct and indireet ways to get his parade cleared
of the cottage of the Bibi, but he would not budge.  He
(Nanga Bibd) had a few flowering plants set out about his
coltage, Bt was a place of resort tor all classes of people.

In the year 1865, our regiment, the 16th B. C., under the
command of Colonel Jenkin, had to spend the nsual term
at the Murar cantonment*  Every now and then the holy
man was waited upon by regimental men, one Sob!m
Singh sowar (a Sikl and a native of Hoshydrpnr district
in the Punjdb) being mmong the number.  He used to go
unnoticed cvery night with a musak  (goat skin) full of
water to irrigate the plants attached to the hcrnuta'gc,.
The locality hias a very scanty supply of water.  “T'he Babi
knew well Sobha Singl's devotion, but in order that no
one might suspect that he possessed psychic powers, he
used to ask his waiters-on—* Who <rrigetes my plants
cvery night 2" )

One night as the sowar was as usual watering the
plants, Nanga Béba, simply to unveil the matter and
to properly repay Soblin Singh's services, cune out of his
“kuti” (cottage) and said—* Who is among my plants dis-
turbing them in the peace of the night 77 Sobha Singh,
as if thunder-struck, sat down quictly where he was. On
approaching near,” Nanga Bibd” addressed him—*0, Soblia
Singh, thou hast done a great service to me”  The latter
did not say anything, from awe and reverence. The her-
mit then veturned (o his cottage ; Sobha Singh fol}owed
Lim and sat down in o corner, deeply filled with a sincere
love for the holy nun,  That night and the following day
and night passed, but Sobha Singh woull not, rather could
not, leave the place.  The following morning, Nanga Babd
desired the sowar to go to his regiment,  The man shrug-
ged his shoulders and said (after coming to himself, as till
then he was in & peculiar state of mind)—" Yes, Babg, 1
will go to the regiment once for all, as yesterday 1 had
my * athpahria’ duty (i e, 24 howrs’ regular duty of
horse and man) which I neglected.  No sooner will 1 go
there than I shall be sent to the custody of the stand-
guard, and the punishment 1 will get cannot be but hard
under the present military law.”  After a little talk with
the lermit, he silently went to the chheori and  un-
noticed entered his compartiment (dere). As he entered he
asked his joridar (fellow-horseman, who lived in the
same compartinent) Dalel Singh, sowar, as to what hap-
pened in his absence, and whether he was on that acconnt
reported to the officer in charge by the lHead Dafledar,
Dalel Singh was astonished at the question.  Calling
him a maniae, he said that scareely an hour had passed
since his (Sobha’s) return from his “athpahric” duty and
putting oft his wniform, &e., and then asked him what he
now micant by making such fuolish enquiries 2 Sobha Singh
was not a little surprised at his fellow’s remarks, and ob-
served that it was poor fun for hin to juke in a matter
of sucl impovtance. Dalel Singh, being frightened and
taking his collengue for a lunatie, ran up to his immediate
superior and reported the case.  From all this, Sobha Singh

* About three milos from Gwalior,
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found that something had happened during his absence,
and attributed it to the hidden powers of Nanga Bibi.
When the troop Risuldar was informed of this matter, he
sent for the sowar and many men gathering round him,
they were anxious to hear what the matter was with the
poor Sobha,  Who could say what was working in this
man’s mind 2 After a long while and repeated questions,
Sobha Singh told the whole story to the bystanders.  All
were surprised to know that Sobha Singh’s athparia
was not performed by himselt, but by some body else.
Sobha Singh tendering his resignation, the case was re-
ported to the Commanding Ofticer. But, despite every effort
of military men, the sowar did not withdraw his resignation,

After receiving his discharge from the regiment, he
went divectly to Nanga Baba and presented him all the
money he had.  The hermit addressed him in the follow-
ing words—* Thon hast come at lost” ;and retwrning his
money, he gave him Rs. 500 more and ordered him to go
direet to his house, where after celebrating the nuptials of
his two daughters, he should give himself ap to thecontemnp-
lation of the Deity in his own way.  The lioly man added
that there was no necessity for his returning to Gwalior, and
that hereafter he was to be the most revered ascetic of his
native country.

We hear that Sobha Singh from that time always lived
only under the shelter of a blanket stretchied over a hamboo
stick.  The people of Hoshyarpur, Jalandhar, and other
districts of the Punjab, not being prone to leave fakirs and
other holy men to themselves, thronged to his Darshana.

Sobha Singh became a perfect ascetic by a single glance
of Nanga Babd of Gwalior—not less but rather more
revered than even his “ gura.”

We are informed that Nanga Bébd left his housc of
clay some three or four years ago.

Will any of your learned correspondents kindly answer
a query sugoested by the above nuirative, viz—What was
the person or form that appenred and performed the duty
for Sobha Singh ¢ By what name may we call this
wonderful phenomenon 2*  Namaste !

M. B YV,
Moradabad, 8th June 1880,

et ——

A FEW WEEKS BEFORE OUR PARTY LEFI' FOR CEYLON,
we were honoured with a visit from Mr, Ganesh W, Joshi,
the renowned patriot, whose death is now mourned by all
India, Iis friendly talk and expressions of hope that our
Socicty might prosper, are among our happiest recollee-
tions. A short time before the untimely occurrence of
his death, we received from him a very friendly letter
together with a vernaenlar copy of his recent discourse
on “ Salvation,” delivered in the temple of Vishnu at
Poona. The discourse began with the quotation of a
verse of Tukaram’s wherein the company of santas (adepts)
is given a higher value than wealth, happiness or even
salvation, Various quotations from Tukaram and others
were made, It is on the whole, an earnest and able pamn-
phlet. Coming so short a time before his death it will, we
hope, be treasured as a monument of his virtues and make
his name remembered by posterity.  We respectfully offer
our sympathy to his family, and wish his friends cvery
suceess n the patriotic work of reform he has left behind
him to be finished by them,

* Iy tho name Kwme Rupa ov Mupici Repa.  An Aryan ought not to
need ask that, We know of a case in Europe, related to us by the ven-
tleman himself, where a man was in a tranee or semi-tranco state for thirty-
xix hours—one day and two nights.  During this intorval hoe appoared—or
reemed to his pupils to appear —at College as usunl and continned u lecturo
ho had bezun the provious day ; taking up the thread exactly where it had
been dropped  The gontleman would not helieve his pupils’ assurances of
this fuct until thoy showed him the note-books in which, as customary, they
had preserved memorandn of the College loctures to which they histened.
Who can tell whether the teacher who lectured while the wentleman wiy
nneonscions was his physical body, animated Ly another intelligence, or
his Maydree Roper, or ** double,” acting independently of the couscious.
ne<s of his physical brain? Anad this very gentleman, to whom this mun.
ber will be sent, will, we promise, be mightily interested in the gnards
mounting story of Soblia Singh, —Eb,
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PUZZLES FOR THE PIHILOLOGISTS.
BY RAMCHANDRA BAPUJI JADHAO RAO, EsQ.
In the May THEOSOPHIST is an article in connection with

the monogenistic theory of prior residence of one common

ancestral Aryan family in Clentral Asia, discussed under a

similar heading in the March number.

The writer appealing to the science of language, lays
the greatest stress on philology, and presumes that the
mere existence of a few Sanskrit words in some of the
Western (European) languages is a suflicient evidence to
warrant the conclusion that an Aryan family once lived
at a time asout of memory, in Cential Asia, and thence its
detachments marched into Envope, Persia and India. He
does not, however, attempt to explain the other points
which such a conclusion, M at all admitted, involves,
but leaves them to be answered bylsome abler writer than
himself, whom he invites to join him in the field of dis-
eussion.

As the above conclusion is shown to be the result of

philology, let us see on what evidences and testimonies it
1s based.

So late as an hundred years ago, the students of languagoes
throughout Europe believed that the Hebrew was the
most ancient tongue of all the world.  This was the Lun-
guage of the Jewish nation, the language in which was writ-
ten the old Testament, or that part of the Bible which
speaks of the creation of the world and the genesis of
mankind, The Hebrew was, therefore, looked wpon as
the method of speech given directly by God to man at his
ercation, and consequently the carliest spoken language.
It was supposed that as mankind increased in numbers
and separated into different tribes and nations, the Hebrew
was split up, and  transformed into various dialects, and
thus was the parent of all the languages of the carth. The
story of the Tower of Babel and the confusion of tongues

THE THEOSOPHIST,

T T e

305

Since the introduction of the study of Sanskrit into
Europe, the van being led by the late Sir Willian Jones,
one of the judges of the High Court of Judicature at
Caleutta, who lived at the close of the eighteenth cen-
tury, a change gradually glided in. The European scholars
reaching the grammar and voeabulary of Sanskrit and find-
ing a resemblance between some common-place words  of
Sanskrit and of some of the Buropean languages, began to
form quecr ideas, that the Europeans, Persiuns and Hiu-
dus belonged primarily to one Aryan family, which
once lived in Central Asia, and had Sanskrit for their
tongue ; a theory diametrically opposed to the outgivings
of history, chronology, mythology and geography amoug
cvery nation on the face of the carth.

To strengthen the above theory or to invest it with the
character of fact and truth, strange coujectures, clothed
in the garh of History, are brought forward: to-wit, that
the Aryan tribe, (Hindus) quitting their ancestral abode
in Central Asin, crossed the Hindu Kush, and traversing
the Himalayan snows southwards, settled themselves on
the banks of the five rivers which water the great tract,
which derives its nume Punjaub therefrom, and that, ever
since the Hindus have called that region their home ; and
it is said that before that time, they lived in more northern
regions within the same precincts with the ancestors of
Urecks, Ttalians, Slavonians, Germans and Celts as mem-
bers of one great family.

Neither the Europeans nor the Hindus, nor any other
nation under the sun ever possessed, nor so much as had
even the faintest knowledge of this strange tradition, nor
do the nursery tales which are said to have been earried
from the East, whisper such a story. It is nothing but
a varnished tale utterly undeserving of the name of tradi-
tional history. _

The words in the European languages which ave said to

goes in harmony with this version. correspond with those of Sanskrit, are as follows :—*
Excrisi, SANSKRIT. ZEND. Gnreex, LaTin, TOTHIC, SLAVONIC, Inrasi
FALhEr un cerennee | Pitaleviseend Patnr.oon] Pateraa..] Pateriane.] Fadar o, vee v Athair.
Mother. . Mitar.........| Matar....... o] Meter.....ovenee...| Mater.... ... covees Mati ... .. ...] Mathair,
Brother......u.....| Bhavitar......| Beatar.........| Pheatvia......,..| Fratero,.......| Brothar. ... x| Brat ... ... ...| Beathair,
SISOl e naereneenes] SVASAL.,.0y....] Ganhar........ soror .. Svistar .. Sestra... Siur.
Dublitar. .......| Dughdhar....| Thugater,........ ceieees Danhtar .. (Lith) Dukte.| Dear.

Duugiiter,........
Father-in-law....
Mother-in-law...
Son-in-law..... e

Svasura........ Iekuros....
Svasru........

Jamatdr ......

ssaces

ses e

..| Socer..
Hekurm oo,
Gambros. .,.......

Svekri.........
Svekroj

. Svaihra .., ...
.| Svaihro e ...

Socrus,
Geuer.,

Daughter-in-law{ Snusha........ ceean Nuos....coseeeeeved) Nurus..ove,,.] 0. 11, ¢. snur} Snocha .. ...
Brother-in-law, | Devar......... cennes Daer & raselfos.| Levir, ooa,.,.| a0 s, tacor... Lith-dewers. corses
Sister-in-law.....| (Naonandar)... Yulos.eseererennses] Glos.... . ceiene 0. BohemSelva
Cattlee.ieereensee] 88U cevevanend| Pasticaienie,| Pous... .., .| Peeu .. verees cerven cevres
Ox & Cowennurnnd) Gouvvavvennnnnad| GROLiaey ouno | Bows,, o Bos i, cens Govjad ......
OX...veveever-sonss] Ukshanee.n| Ukhshan....[ Bus..eieecae.| Vacen..........

Steer..,.. Sthura.........| Staora......... NXauros.eeeeess] Taurus......... LOUY s rrnenres crnees
Heifer. vevenenees]| Stariea.e.... ceeees Steirn. veeees ooe...| Sterilis., ve one verens
TLOrSCovae ne onees] Asn, Asvao..| Aspit.ee,. o] Hippos..., ] €QUIE. L, ceres
DO e ieevereneens] S¥ANciiiveener| SPtaasienienny Kuon . Cunis.. .. Sobuka e oo e
Sheepa e vreanee.] Avicoiin., Ois..... cene] Ovise L oe, Ovjza wvsesee. coorn
Cialflnennnve oot Visteieaaee. coreen Italos.... o] Vitulus....ee. vorens

She-gont.owiiies.
Sow sesvesascsssone
Pig ...
Mouse....ceavueres
Fly. ceviiiiiianen

Go085Cuuereainneneen

Agioienon
Su (Karn).....
Ghrishvi ......
Mushe.onceen,,
Makshika .....

Hamsa........

sesces
vencae
secsne

aven

Makhshi ......

AlsSviiareeceenses
Usivere erennen

Xoiros.. .

cesen

Khen....coveieevane

Cuper vevveneee
SUS teiiernareen
Mus weeeeenennn
Muson...eeeee.

Anser...,.....

Svinia ceoeeenn.
Mysz,. . .00 oo,
Mukha.........

Kusioiies cornes

XY RIY)

secaas

csesene

Wild animals
Asia and Europe, the Bear and

, some ol whi

ch were known to the Aryans before they separated and which happea to live both in

the Wolf.

Bear.o.iieee vorees
Wolfeieverevrnnnns
Serpent.........

Riksha  ......
AT

R YT

Sarpa coeeeeen.

sssene

Arkos ....eceevees
Lukos ceuse.

Ekhis wiininen..

LT85, 00s vsees
Lupus.........

Serpens........

esiens

Lith, Loky-s.
Do—wilkaz.

cosene

seoann

Nork.—~The above awkward or crude forms secem to have been adopted by the author for the purpose of coinei-
dence between the words of the European languages and those of the Sunskrit which ought to have been, in fuirness,
writtew as Pitra, datre, Bhratra, §e.

* Chips from a Gerinan Workshop, by Prof, Max Miilter, Vol. 11, pagres 22, 44 & 62,
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It is hardly necessary to point out that almost all the
above words (and any other which are comparatively few),
are of little or no importance. being merely  common-
place, or honsehold words, usnally in the mouth of ceven
the common people and were so, when Sunskrit was the
prevailing or spoken language.  Their introduction inta
the European languages was merely aceidental at a time
when Greeee and other nations of Furope were indigenous
tribes, more or less in u state of barbarism having indi-
aenous dindects of their own as  history conelusively de-
monstrates,

The very corrapt forms, as diverse as are the lan-
guages in which these words stand, as the above table shows,
and the absence of a legion of other Sanskrit words in
the Eurapean Janguages, whiel arve formed mostly of tevis
of peenliae Furopean origin: and formation, neither ap-
proaching nor bearing aflinity to the Sanskrit words even
in roots and derivatives, are tangible evidences going in
perfeet harmony with what I say,

Words being exchangad like current. coing and ravities,
find their way into the languages of various countries,
having intercourse and commerce with cach other.  The
Avyan and the non-Avyan groups of families, as they are
ealled, kave in their languages a number of words belong-
ine to each other, as will be shown hereafter,

As early as 3,500 years before the Christinn era, the
Aryans of India  (Hindus) were in - direct communication
with the lgyptinus ; and 3,560 years ago  when Joseph
reached Egypt, the Indians were in free communieation
with the Ismelites.  This fact holds good even with the
period of Tadinas 1T, and of the Pharaohs,
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The Periphis, the book of Clenesis, the writings of

Zanarus, centuries before the birth of Christ, and even our
great epics, Ridmdyan and Mahidbhdrit, the dates of which
have been ealeulated and  fixed at 3,300 years by LEuro-
peans according to  their own fancy, though, according to
the Aryan chronology, they  go far bevond that period, and
are replete with evidences of the Hindus having navi-
gated the open seas and of their having held communieation
with Europe, Persia and other parts of the globe, includ-
ing CGrecce and Rome as well as the rvegions of Arctic
Ocean. (Vide Mahdbhirita, Book 14, which nuarrates the
exploits of the mighty Panda Princes in connection with
the Ashwa Medha—the Horse sacrifice performed by them
to signalize the Universal power and dominion acquired
hy them.) .

We nre told that the Aryan family which lived in Cen-
tral Asia, were a civilized people s and that their religion
was that of the Vedas, They had ehariots, howes, ships,
boats, towns and fortified places before the separation took
place. They were, therefore, not nomads. ‘T'o this Professor
Max Miiller adds that the younger branch ot the family leit
fist and emigrated into Europe while the elder and the
oldest remained together for some time, mnd then the former
separating, they went into Persia, The oldest  quitted
its ancestral abode Iast of all, for a new home in India

The inference to be diawn, then, is that the old home
was abandoned by every soul, andleft to become a dreary
and a desolate desert. as we now find it.

On this concluding  portion of the theory, I need not
at present ofter any remarks but vegerve them for a future
and approprinte ocension,

The Rig-Veda is considered by European scholars as the
real Bible of the nncient faith of the Vedie Rishis, and
the oldest book of the Indo-Iuropean Family.

Now the hymns of the Rig-Veda teem with such words,
as Indra, Agni, Varuna, Savitei, Surya, Ravi, Vayu, Mitra,
Mart, Ashwins, Rudra, Prithvi, Ghrata, Soma-ras, Ap-
Nadi-soma (the king of the world) Prajipati —Aditi, Swar-
ga, Visvé-Deva-Vasus—DPurohit Rushes and to which may
e added the words above-mentioned, viz., chariots, horses,
ships, boats, forts, fortified places and several others,

The philologists do not show whether any of the above
words exist in any of the Kuropean languages. They
must certainly be  traceable  somewhere there, if, in
veality, detachments  after detachinents of the Aryan
family did, as alleged, mavel from the old Home-country—

.
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Central Asin—into Europe, to conquer and colonize that
region,  The existence of these words in the European
languages is the more probable sinee Professor Max Miiller
aftivms that the very word Veda exists in the Greek and
the English lwmgnages, and identifies it with Oida in the
former and arise, wixdom and wit in the latter. But the
non-existence or absence of sueh words as abhove, must
absolutely wo to shake the very foundation of this fondly
cherished theory and upset it altogether.

To deduee conclusions from  common-place wornds, the
very significance and the determinative power of which
lead to a different inference is merely to form  faneiful
theories which cun hardly shine before facts and truth.

There are a number of words belonging to vations lan-
guages which have welded into English and finally form
now part and pareel ot that language, simply owing to the
interconrse and commeree which that grent nation main-
taing with other countries of the world, as the list given
below shows. (Adam's  Elements of the English Language.
Pages 11 and 12).

Hebrew,

Abbey, abbot, amen, behemoth, éabal, cherub, ephad,
achenna, hallelujah, hossaua, jubilee, leviathan, manna,
sabbaoth, sabbath, seraph, shibbaleth, pharisaie, rabbi.

drabie.

Admiral, alehemy, aleohiol, alecove, alembie, algebra, al-
kali. almanac, amber, minbereris, arrack, arsenal, artichoke,
assassin, attar, azimuth, cadi, ealiph, camplior, "carat, eara-
van, earavanserai, chemistry, cipher, civet, coffee, cotton,
erimson, damask, damson, divan, dragoman, elixir, emir,
fakir, firman, gazette, girvafle, haremn, hazard, jar, lake,
lemon, lime, Iute, magazine, mameluke, mattress, minaret,
mohair, monsoon, moslem, mosque, mufti, mummy, na-
bob, nadir, naphtha, navd, opinm, ottoman, safiron, salaam,
seullion, shirub, sivono, sofa, sultan, syrup, tabor, talisman,
tamarind, tambourine, turiff, vizir, zenith, zcvo.

DPersian,

Azure, baleony, barbican, bazar, eneck, mals, chess, der-
vise, emerald, hookah, howdah, indigo, jackal, jasmin,
kaffir, lilac, musk, orange, pasha, pawn, saraband, scimitar,
sepoy, shawl, sherbet, simoon, tafteta, tiftin, turban, para-
dise.

HHindustand,

Baman, batta, betel, bugay, bungalow, calico, ecoolie,
cowrie, dimity, juugle, lae, loot, mullag-atawny, mushi,
pagoda, palanguin, pariah, punch, pundit, rajah, rupee,
sandal (woad), sugar, suttee, todkdy, shampoo,

Malay.

Amuck, bamboo, bantam, caddy, ecaoutchoue, chintz,
cockatoo, creese, cwrry, gamboge, godown, gong, gntta-
percha, junk, mango, oran-outang, rattan,

Clhinese,
Boliea, congon, hyson, nankeen, pekoe, satin, soy, tea,
Turkish.

Jey, chibouk, chouse, janisary, kiosk, sash, tulip, seraglio.

From a philological point of view let us suppose, for
a moment, and for argnment’s suke, that from some un-
forescen circumstances, the present communication be-
tween the East and the West ceases (which may Gad
forbid but continue for ever) and history becomes destroy-
ed and forgotten, and then after atime the conmmunication
is renewed, as at present: would the philologists that
may then turn np, be justified in deducing and their
admirers in upholding the conclusion, that all the above
nations once hved under one roof, as members of one great
Arvyan family, in a central region and thence after separat-
ing, the Malayas and the Chinese emigrated, first of all,
into Malacea nnd China, next. the Persinns and the Hindus,
following in the wake of their brothers, proceeded
to Persia and India, and the English, the eldest branch,
quitting the old-country last of all, crossed the waters
of the Red Sea and the English chaunel and finally
settled in Britain !
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Such a conclusion, though apparently warranted, would
yet in origin be absurd and Tudicrons.

India has always been the very repository of the Vedas
and the Hindus holding thew dearer than life, saved the
seripts from the blazing fires of tyranuy and oppression
which succeeded the abominable anarchieal reign of the
Moslem tunatics and slaves, who invaded Indin, and whose
wonstant endeavours were steadily divected towands the
suppression and annihilation of the Hindu religion,  If]
thevefore, the Europeans had ever belonged  to the great
Aryan family and known the Vedasas their birth-right,
if they had enrried the texts with them at the time of their
emigration from Central Asiainto Europe, it becomes a pro-
blem which demands selution at the hands of the philolo-
gists, how and under what circumstances, the Faropeans
could have irrecoverably lost the Vedas so as to leave no
traces behind,

1t is likewise a marvel and a mystery that the Euro-
peans shonld have never known any thing of the Vedas,
or that they should, hardly a century ago, have been so
completely ignorant as to who their ancestors  were, what
their religion was, and whenee they came

The Vedas have only been lately obtained from [udin
by European scholurs. Now Indiais the very eradle of
civilization, language, religion  and  literature of the
ancient  Arvyan race from which emigeations may have
flowed into Europe from time to time. This in
conjunction with the fuct of the Hindus having had
free commuuication with Europe by sen led to Sans-
krit words, few as they are, being intermixed with those of
Euaropean dialects whilst in a barbarous state, w fact which
is established  beyond doubs, by the suggestive evidenees
of folklore, most of the tules and stovies, fables and tradi-
tions, curvent in Europe, Persia and  other countries, all
of which had their origin in India. The efforts of philology,
theretore, however strennous fn that diveetion, can hawdly
succeed In metamorphosing & vague theory into . real
Simon Pure, but must ever remain as they are—a hollow
furce.

The imputation that the Aryans were lunentably defi-
cicnt in philological knowledge, betrays o sad ignoranee
of the Aryan literature on the part of the writer. Very
little may have been known of the Hindus, but this is no
proof that they themselves knew Gttle, Besides, it may be
asked what & mengre knowledge of philology has to do
with the silence of the Vedas about other countries,  Per-
haps, my opponent confounds  philology with geography ¢

Last, but not least, is the story of the delnge. The
intent of its introduction in a potential mood is apparent-
ly to expose its absuedity, at this fitting opportunity.
However, let us hope that with the high progress,
which Philology, like other sciences, is said to have made,
archaclogical und  geological surveys of the regions said to
have been once the residence of the great Aryan fa-
mily, in Central Asia, may be begun at once. The
fuvourable results of the excavations will, no doubt, settle
this great question, intevesting and important ag it is, both
to Europeans and Hindus, 1, perchance, there be a fai-
lure, it ean be veconeiled with the argnment that  the
current of the river Oxus having turned in the dircetion
in which the buildings and fortified places stoud, the im-
petuosity of the waters uprooted and washed away the
antique relics.

The following extract from an interesting work®* which
has just appeared, shows the spirit in which the Philolo-
gists interpret stories which come in their way -~

“ As the position of the Gautamas among the Saman
schools 1s uncertain, it will, of course, be likewise -
advisable to make any attempt at conneeting them with
the lhistorical period of India.  The necessiry of caution
in this respeet is so obvious, that I shonld not point it
out, were it not that the Dharamashasti contains one
word, the ocenrrence of which s sometimes considered
to indieate the terminus aquo for the dates  of Tdian

® Sacred bookn of the East, glited by Professor Max Miiller, Vol 1T,
Introduction page 1. V1.
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works. The word to which T refer is Yavana, Gautama
quotes IV, 21, an opinion of some, according to which
a Yacana is the oftspring of a Sudra male and a Kshat-
riva female,  Now it is well known that this nawe isa
corraption of the Greek Jatiov, an fonian, and that in
India 1t was applied in ancient times, to the Grecks, and
especially to Buetvian and Tndo-Bactrinn Greeks who
ruled in the seeond  century, B.C., over & portion of Nor-
thern Indin,  As there is no historieal evidence to show
that the Indinns beeame acquainted with the Greeks be-
fore the invasion of  Alexander in the fourth century,
B.C, it has been hield that works containing the word
Yuvana cumot  have  been composed before 300 B.C,
But irrespective of the consideration that the text of
our Dharmashastra 1s not  trustworthy enongh to allow
its date to bu ascertained by a single word, the reason-
ing itselt on which the determinative power of the word
Yuvana is based is not beyond donbt, as it is applied to
a person who to judge from his name was not. o Greek in
the ancient inseription of Rudradaman at Gunagadh,™*
Note /'2/ the anthor.

“ The person alluded 1o is Asoka’s Lieutenant, the Ya-
vanarie Tushaspa who appears to have heen a Persian, for
the inseription see Ind. Ant. Vol 11, page 257."

The Avyans (Hindus) not ouly knew the word Yavima,
centuries before the invasion of - Alexander the Great, but
also the very people, who were so named. The wond re-
peatedly oceurs in the great epic Mohdbhdrat, Xe., as
will b seen from the following extimets,

I may add here that the Pandavas were in Grecee where
are still retained  traces of their foot-prints. Pocoel’s
Iodice A Grecee and truth 0 Wythology.,  Pages 130 to
160,

The Philologists may again startle us by saying some-
titme hereafter, that the Hindus were never acgquainted
with the word *“ Avyin,” antil after they L easually
heard of the Greek  historian of that name, who wrote a
history of Tudia called  Zudica degana, 2 work which s
still extant,

lxtraets,

“In the Adipirra of the Mahdbhdrat (verses GG30.)
Gandharva at Arjuna’s vequest proceads to relate the
ancient story of Vasishtha (Vosishthane Alhyancon puii-
am ) and to deseribe the cnuse of enmity hetween that
Rushee and Vishvidmitea, [t happened that the latter
who was the son of Gadhi, Kiug of Kanyakuhja, (Ka-
nouj) and grandson of Kansika, when out. hunting, came
to the hermitage of Vashistha, where he was received
with all honour, entertained  together with his attendants
with delicious food and drink, and presented with pre-
cions jewels and dresses obtained by the sage from his
wonder-working cow, the tultiller of all desives. The en-
pidity of Vishvamiten is arvouscd on sceing this Leantiful
animal (all of whose fine points are enumaerated in the
legend) and he offers Vashishtha a hundred  million cows,
or his kingdom, in exchange for her, But Vashishtha's
reply is that hie is nmable to part with her even for aking-
dom,  Vishvamiten then tells b, that he will enforee
the law of the stronger, 6665, | am a Kshatriyn while
thou being a Braimin, thy functions are austere tervour
and sacred study,  How ean there be any vigour in Brah-
mins who are caln and self-restrained ¢ Sinee  thon dost
not give up to me, in exchange for a hundreed willions of
cows, that which I desive, T shall not abandon my own
class characteristic ; T will carey away the cow by foves,
Vashishtha contident, no doubt, of his own superior power,
tells him to do as he proposes without loss of time,  Vish-
amiten accordingly seizes the wonder-working cow 5 but
shie will not move fromn the hermitage, thongh heaten with
whip and stick, and pushed hither and thither,  Witness-
ing this, Vashishtha asks her, what he, a patient Bralhmin
can do ¢ She demands of him why he overlooks the
violence she is subjected to. Vashishtha replies : Foree is
the strength of Kshatriyas, paticnee that of Brahmins, As

T Genagndb,



308

Doami ot s -— - -

patience possesses me, go it thon plensest (6676 Kshat-
triyancam balam teqo Brakmindnm KNehamd balam | Ksha-
mdmeam bhajate yasmit gamydatm yadi rochate). The cow
enquires if he means fo abandon her; as, unless he for-
sakes her, she can never be earried oft by force.  She is
assured by Vashishtha that he does not forsake her, and
that she should remain, if she conld. Hearing these words
of her master, the cow tosses her head aloft, assumes a
terrific aspeet, (5680) her eves hecome red with rage, she
utters a deep bellowing sound, and puts to flight. the en-
tire army of Vishvamitra.  Being (again) beaten with a
whip and stick, and pushed hither and thither, she he-
comes more incensed, her eyes are red with anger, her
whole body kindled by ler indignation, glows like the
noon-day sun, she discharges showers of firebrands from her
tail,ereates Pahlavas® from the same member Dravidas and
Sakas, Yavanas, Sabaras, Kanchis, Sarabhag, Paundras,
Kiratas, Sinhalas, Vasas and other tribes of armed warriors
from her sweat, urine, excrement, &c., who assail Vish-
vamitra’s army, and put. it toa complete rout.”

“Tt appears to be the opinion of Manu, the great
nuthority mn all matters regarding the Hindu religion and
lll.fltltntions in their full development, that there was no
original race of men exeept the four castes-—Brahming,
ISS]lzlll'i.\'uS, Vaishyvas and Shudras—and that all other na-
tions were derived from these,  His own words arve these :
Bralmanah, Kshattriyo, Vaisyax trayo varnah dvijatogah !
chaturthah ckajatis ti Sudro nasti tu ponchamak 7 Three
enstes, the Brahman, the Kshatriya, and  the Vaishya, are
twice born 3 the fourth, the Shudrn, is once born, nud there
is no itth.,”  On the last clause of this verse Kulluka
Bhatta amnotates  thus—DPanchamnal punar varno nasti
sankirna-jatinam tu asxvatara vad mata-pitra-joti-vyativikio
Jty-centarvat vod na varnatean | Ayam cha juty-anto-
ropadesale sastre samvy-ovaharvanavthal © There is no
fifth caste, for enste cannot be predicated of the mixed
tribes, from the fact that, like mules, they belong to nno-
ther species distinet. from that of either of their parents,
and this reference, which is made in the Sastins  to enstes
other than the Tour, is merely for the sake of convenience
and in conformity to common usage.”

“In verses 43 and +4 it is stated, Sanakaix tu krujo-
lopad Amak Kshattriya jatayah [ Vivishalatram  gotah
loke brahmanadar sanene che | Panndvakas chodra-
dravidal Kaembojah Yavanah Salak [ Paradah Palla-
vag Chinah Kiratah Davadal Khasal [” The following
tribes of Kshatriyas have gradually sunk into the state of
Vrishalas (outcastes) from the extinction of sacred rites,
and froin having no communication with Bralonins, viz,
Paundrakas, ()(Tr:ls, Dravidas. Kambojas, Yavanas, Sokas,
Paradasg, Pahlavas, Chinas, Kiratas, Darndas and Khasas,

“The same thing is atfirmed in the Mahabhdrat, Anu-
sasanaparvan verses 2103F, Sakak  Yievana- Kambojas
tas tak Kshattriya jalayah Vrishalatvam parigatah brak-
mananam adarsana [ Dravidas cha Kolindas cha Pu-
lindax chapy Usinarah | Kolisarpal Mahishakas tas tah
Kshattviya-jatayah ityodi | These tribes of Kshatriyas,
viz,, Sakas, Yavanas, Kambojas, Dravidas, Kalindas, Pulin-
dag, Usinaras, Kolisarpas and Mahishakas, have become
Vrisalas from secing no Brahmins. This is repeated in
verses 2158-9 where the following additional tribes are
named ¢ Mekalas Lidas, Konvasirns Suundikas, Darvvas,
Chauras, Savaras, Barbaras and  Kiratas, and the cause of
degradation is, as in verse 2103, restricted to the absenee
of Brahmins.”

“The Yavanas ave said in the Mahdbhdirita Adiparvan’

Section 83, veise 3533, to be descended from Turvasu, the
Vaibhojas from Drubyn and the Melechha tribes from
Anu (Yados tu Yudavah jutas Twreasor Yavannah Smoi-
tah | Druhyoh sutus tw Vaibhojah anos tu Melechha-jata-
yh) Is it meant by this that the Yavanas are not to be
reckoned mmnong the Meleehhnas 7 Their descent from
Turvasu is not, however, necessarily in conflict with the

* Pehlvi was the Conet langunge of Porsia, the nnme slevived from the
above sonree nud faet,
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assertion of the authorities above quoted that they are
degraded Kshattriyas.”

“ I shall not. attempt to determine who the Yavanas
and other tribes mentioned in the text were” Muir's
Sanskrit Texts, Vol. I, pages 390, 450 and 482,

Notwithstanding all the arguments and circumstantial
evidences adduced above, I would have submissively bow-
ed to the statements of the philologists, had it not been
for the kind warnings thrown in our way by the THroso-
PHIST in its numbers for October and March Inst, pages 8
and 136 respectively ; the former not only challenges
Professor Max Miiller, but asks that distingwished scholar
to withdraw his statement that the Bible (the old Testa-
ment) may be older than the Vedas. Let us wait for the
vesult of this pleasant controversy.

In conclugion, I must express a hope that the Theoso-
phists will not misunderstand me and think that 1 am
biassed in any way in raising (uestions and doubts. My
sole motive is to elicit truth and only the truth, which
lies buriod deop in tho debpie of time, like a brilliant gem
in a heap of rubbish,

e e ¢ s

RUSSTAN SUPERSTITIONS.

In the article entitled “ Warin Olympns,” (THEOSOPHIST
for November 1879) an allusion was made to a greatrow then
waging in Russia, between the defenders and adversarvies
of the modern mediumistic phenomenn, One of the most
rabid assailants of the spiritists has long been M. Eugene
Markof. a well-known contemporary Russian critic.  No
one was ever more bitingly sareastic or combative against
what he called the “ modem  superstition.” - The Russian
press are now having a langh at his expense. Inan incan-
tious moment, he suffered himself to be betrayed into an
admigsion of some wonderful  plienomena that had come
under his personal knowledge some years ago. T'reating, in
the Golos, of the various superstitions of the Russian
peasantry, he says that to them  the * house-spook” (do-
movoi) or “house-keeper” (ho:yuene)—as this familiar
spirit is also called, “ has as perfect an  objective reality,
as the living persons about, him. In ¢t the peasant puts
his trust, and takes it into consideration in every domestic
Then comes this confession :(—“ I'well remem-
ber that in my early manhood there was a learned old man,
Stepan Andreyevich, celebrated far and wide in all our
neighbourhood, and even far beyond its boundaries. Before
the magical achievements and oceult powers of this son of
the village deacon, before his weird knowledge and pro-
phecies, omr people literally prostrated themselves. He
was not regarded as a practitioner of black art, but as a
benevolent magician ; e was simply credited with the
performance of the most astounding miracles. e would
gee and deseribe to others events transpiring many miles
oft ; he prophesied the day of his own death, and that of
varions well-known landowners in our neighbonrhood ; at
a single word from him, a whole pack of wild dogs, that
were tearing after a carringe, fell dead in their tracks ; at
Orel, he evoked, at her prayer, theshade of a widow's de-
ceased hushand, and discovered where he had hidden some
important fanily papers.  As forall manner of illuesses, it
wag as though he drove them away with a wave of his
hand. It was positively said that one lady had paid him
17,000 rubles for curing a case of lunacy ; and it was
alleged with like positiveness that he had been taken
more thau once to Moscow and other towns, to cure wealthy
invalids. Hysterical diseases yickled to asingle touch
or even glance of his.  Tn our own house, he relieved an
obsessed woman, by simply causing her to drink twelve
bottles of some infusion ot herbs. The obsessed creature
wonld feelbeforehand the approachof Stepan Andreyevicl;
she would be thrown into terrible convulsions and seream
loud enough to be heard in the village—‘ he comes, he
comesi...)”

As if the above were not  wonderful enongh, M. Markof
cites an instance which lias quite recently come under his
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own observation, and in which he places a faith quite
refreshing to behold in so uncompromising an  opponent
of every thing smacking of * superstition.” This is what
he tells us: * In my cattle-yard, there is a superb young

bull, purchased by me from a very wealthy breeder. This
bull had no progeny, strange to say, and I, belicving it to
be the keeper's fault, rutc(T him spundly for it.  The in-

telligent wowjik would only dofl' his cap, and without re-
plying, shake his head with an air of total disagreement
with my opinion.

“ Eh { Master, master 7 hie onee exclaimed, with an ex-
pression of deep conviction, Did you not  purchase the
brute from « wealthy peasant ? How then can you ever
expect that he should breed 77

The fact is that a popular superstition in Russia assares
that no rich breeder trading in fine cattle will ever sell a
beast unless it has been made previously barren by the
magic means of the © word” (a spell, or mentram). And M,
Markof, the great opponent of spiritualism evidently shares
in this superstition since he adds the following profound
retlection.

“ There are sufliciently strong reasons to believe that
such exorcisms and spells are not merely limited to a
* word’ but too evidently in many a case become *a deed.” ™

_——— .
THE DECADENCE OF PROTESTANT
CHRISTIANITY.

Doubts have been expressed by Asiatic fricnds as to

the truth of our assertion that Protestantism was fast ap-
proaching the crisis of its fate.  Yet it needs only to visit
any Protestant country to satisty onesclf of this fact. We
find copied with approval into one of the most rabid
organs of the Roman Church—the Catholic Alirror—an
editorial article from the New York Times, a leading
American newspaper peenliarly devoted to the interests
of an orthodox Protestant public, containing the following
significant warning :
The Protestant clergy do not seem to be aware of the formidable
warfare which is now waging against revealed religion. The
defences which were effective against the noisy mitillery of Paine are
useless against the noiseless and ceaseless sapping and mining with
which Rationalisin attacks them. Orthodex Protestantism shuts
its eyes to the fact that science i literature are in the handsof ity
enemies It refuses to perceive that the ground on which it stands
is slipping from under its feet ; that Germony, which, at the eall of
Luther, accepted the infallible Book in plice of the self-styled
infullible Church, has now rejected the Book, and that the new
reformation, which reforms Chiristisnity out of existence, is spread-
ing all over the Protestaut worll.”

The result  will, according to the 7tmes, accrue to
the protit of the Romish Church. [t foresees, in fact,
that the latter may become “ fir stronger than she has
been at any time since the Reformation.”  Certainly the
sudden outbreak of bigoted fervour over the pretended
“miractes” in France and, more recently, Irelaind, and the
growing perversions of Anglican pricsts and luity show a de-
chled driftin the direction indicated, Men in the imnass do not
think but feel, ave emotional vather than rational, and go
by flocks and swarms to that veligion which most appeals
to the emotions and imagination and least to the reason.
That the whole area of Protestantdom is now ready to e
brace some new faith which secis more consoling than
Protestantisim and more reasonable than Romanisi, is so
palpable and undeniable that no well-informed, disinter-
ested observer will gainsay the statement,  This convic-
tion induced the founders of our Suciety to organize tor the
(uest after primitive truth.  And it makes some of us
believe that the auspicious hour has come for the Bud-
dhists to begin preparing for o new propaganda of Bud-
dhism,

P

A NEAT PAMPULEY CONTAINING TIE BYE-LAWS OF TILE
Lanka Theosophical Socicty, our Scientiic Brauc, at
Colombo, Ceylon, has been received,
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NOTES ON T'HE BEFEJ MANTRAS.
BY RAJA SYAMA SANKAR ROY BAIADOOR, €51,
V'ice-President of the Theosophical Socicty.

Docs uny one of” yowr numerous readers know that the
Beej Mantras, (i.c., seeret names for the gods of the Hin-
du Aryan pantheon,) have a very close relationship with
the appellations, the Mahomedans use for the Deity in
their prayer? What o remarkable coincidence ! Even
the Mahomedan term * Allah,” applied to the Supreme
Being, is taken i the same sense by the Vedas of the
Aryans. [ would cite a sutra of the Atharva Veda,*
compiled in the * Sabda-Kalpa-Drama.” +
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Did not the greae prophet of Iskau, flonrvish long after
Atharva Yeda ¢ Atharva preceded even Zoroaster and
Sakya Singha Buddha ; and it is certainly beyond all
doubt, that the Vedas antedate Koran Sheriff.  Then it
would not be wrong to say, that the Mahomedans ave
not so foreign to us, as we and they nnagined.  They
seem to be an oftshot of ours, like the Zoroastrians and the
Buddhists.  Why then should they call us kaftirs or nou-
believers, and hate us ¢ The following illustrations will,
I hope, repay perusal.

The Mahomedans say, * Karcen ” Allah (God  that
creates), spelled K—r—cee—in; and onr word “ kreem,”
a beej mantre is used to signify Adya Mahakali, (the eter-
nal Being personified as o female).  Adyn means original,
st of all. Again the word * Kaleem” used by them to
mean kind-hearted, and applied to the Supreme Being is
spelled K—l—ce—m, Ours s Kleen,” the heeja, tor
Vasudev Krishna (Almighty personitied as o male). Their
word * Rahecem Allah” which ncans God, the reliever
from  distress, is spelled r—li—ce—m. Owrs s
* Rheem” beeja from Doorga (the Supreme Power personi-
ied as a female), meaning the power that removes all
griet. These words, 1 believe, are used in the daily prayers
by a large number of Hindus who follow  the featras and
the purcis, and are as well used universally by all Ma-
lomedans alike, the ouly difference being  that the  for-
mer pray in Sanskrit and the latter in Arabie,  The let-
ters of the alphabet in the prineipal words used iu the
prayers, (I mean those applied to God), e the sune with
u shght difference in their pronnueiation. T believe anan-
ber of things will still be found on o careful examination
of these matters.  Besides a few minor points, idolatry is
the ouly thing of hmportance, that is taken objection to,

* A learned Pandit to whom this interesting cvsny was subuitted has not
been able to ind this passage in the Atharva Veda.  Will our coutributor
kindly refer us to the book and ehapter fron which the guotation is made ?
There is undonbtodly ingenuity =hown, however, in tracing the reseniblanco
between the passages in the Beej Mantras and the Arabic words in question,
The attempt will iuterost philologists. - K.

t Sabda-kalpa-druma, compiled by Lija Siv Radlskaoth Dev, ¢f Cale
cutta,
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Well, what is idolatry after all 7 Is it not merely a figure
of speech, a personification, intended only to help a ready
coneeption, and a vivid realization ot the thing to be medi-
tated upon 2 Al this alleged idolatry is nothing more
than a simple and a natural result of deep and profonnd
sarnestness of the hieart of o true lover of God, denomi-
nated a Yogi.  When the object is gained, this false idea
of personification is immediately vanquished and the veal
trath revealed, even as the flower, concealing by its petals
the germ of fruit within withers and falls oft, divectly the
real substance within is developed and grown even as
the dolls which an infant girl personifies, pets, and talks
to, but which are cast away as the sobered mind deals more
with realities,

Idolatry is mievely a folpand or an imagination, Lot
me ask who was ever without it ; to put a name is no-
thing more or less than a balpewd, so to say that God is
like tive, air, light, &e., isa bolpand. For stance, wheo
told us that God's name s God 2 This is simply o kal-
peond initsell. Then the difference s that the idolators
ereate iomoorte or booth, ov w body-kalpand, and the so-
called non-dolators make a word or name kalpand. none
can do without it.  Clannot this little difference be tolera-
ted 7 Canmot the so-called idolators be freed from the
~unjust charge of blasphemy 72 Let o educated brethren
(our Malwmedan brethren especially) think about it
and let them teach these broad and  eatholie principles to
their publiec preachiers, so that they may again preach
these tolerant doctrines to masses telling them that it is
sinful to hate cach other for distinetions without a differ-
ence. What wonder then, that within a short time the
universal brotherhood may be established it Thus a highly
desirable object will be acquired. I beg to press this
point chiefly on the attention of onr Moslem brethren. [
believe the great Mognl Emperor, Akbar Shah, understood
this trath, and, therefore, vespeeted equally  the Moulvies
and the Pandits.

It is said of the sacred books, that the last book is that
revealed to Mahomed, the carliest. of them known to
Adam are now extinet,  That the Vedas were really the
carliest of the seriptures, is a fact adinitted by the great-
est thinkers of the time.  Why should not, therefore, the
Vedas be regarded as those lost hooks of Adam ?

The great prophet of Islam condemued  the people of
Hindustan for their idolatrons maode of worship. It may
be, that we were partially to blanie, as we can coneeive
that in his time the Hindus were really in a degenerated
condition, cither with regard to theiv mode of worship, or
in the prineiples thereof, aud  their true Yogis or learned
men were not accessible to that great prophet.  Sou his
conclusion was unconsciously based on a misconception.

The Hindus never really came, nor should they have
ever come, under the term of idolators.  They are awd
were always true  believers in monotheism, but they wor-
shipped the Ahnighty throngh a mode of kel pand which
s naerl idolatry, the rest of the men doing the snme
by some other maode of alpend which, though, was not
denominated idolatry,

Let the whole world join in one universal brotherhoomd,
aml in the same assemblage pray to the Lord according
to the prayers of the Mohimmna shlokd :—

. ~ 3 - -
w R TR BAATITIM R
™Y A 9981 907939

“ ) Lord . Men reach thee through various strnight el
cirenitous ways according  to their varying choices, Dt
still Thow art inall cases the only goal of men. even as
the sea is the goal of rivers (coming through different
channels).”

.—_‘H__,W -

WE HAVE RECEIVED FROM OUR BROTH R, MR, PETER
Davidson of Scotland, o MSS. of  great interest which will
be published by us in three or four mouthly instalments.
It is an account by the lute Dr. Price, of Guildford, of his
suceesslul experiments on the artificial manufacture of the
purest quality of gold.
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ASTROLOGY.
One of the most devoted among our English Theoso-
phists and, at the sme time, one of the best of men and
of fricuds, writes that he is devoting great attention to
the study of Astrology. “T am trying,” he says. “ to
collect statistics in proof of Ptolemy's rules which shall be
absolutely incontrovertible. ... We are striving for no-
thing less than to show that a great deal of what is Doast-
ed as modern © progress’ is, in fact, retrogression.  When
the facts of Ocenlt Seience ave once fairly recognized. there
must be such a revolution in speculative and seientific
opinion as will have incalenlable consequences”  In ano-
ther letter he says i— T wish you would get some Native
astrologer to give me a judgment on my horoseope. 1
would pay anything veasonable. 1 want to sce wherein
their judgment and methods differ, if at all, from ours in
the West. T wasborn in December 23, 1838, about 5 vou,
in 0°16 West Longitude from Greenwich (London) and
5117 North Latitwle ; 16° 38" of Cancer rising in the
latitude of birth.”

We ask as a personal favour that some one of our friends
in India or Ceylon who are competent astrologers would
cileulate this nativity, and send  the result to ns with o
menicrandum of his charges. if any. It is a great mis-
take to suppose that the educated men of Europe and
America take no interest in this ancient science of the
stars,  Ouly the other day we received a similar enquiry
from a German Baron, and the last American mail brought
a vequest for information from a person who lias been
engaged i this study  for many years,  'We have some
learned Oviental astrologers in the number of our Fellows :
let such do their plain duty in the premises,

N
STONL THROWING B3) « SPIRITS”

In the July number we reprinted from the Daily .
Chronicle an account of recent stone-throwings at Plum-
stead, England, by some mysterious agency.  Among other
cases reported in the Buglish papers is one at Cookstown,
near Belfast, Ircland, vouehed for by the Daily Telegr ph,
and the Belfost News Letter,  The missiles, in this in-
stance, fell under the very cyes of the police without
theiv oblaining the least clue.  The Spiritualist cites ano-
ther similar incident as having happened at Peckham in
broad daylight despite every precaution of the police to
eutrap any trickster.  The editor says that Mr. Willim
Howitt once collected o whole bookful of instances. The
thing is well known in India, and that our friends in
Europe may have the data for making comparisons, we
will be glad if our readers will report to us cases that can
be authenticated by respectable witnesses,

iy ——

A BROTHER THEOSOVIIST SUCGUESTS ONIEE OF THE TER-
sest and most satisfying definitions of the word miracle that
we have seen. © Would it not he worth while” he asks “ to
explain that “miraculons” only means our ignoranee of
causes, and that in denying mirncles we only intend to
deny phenomena tneapable  of any ralional eaplanation
whaterer : not phenomena far transcending explanation ac-
cording to commonly known and admitted laws and agen-
cies of nature 27 For lack of understanding the broad
distinction we draw between the hapossible and the Un-
familian in physics, we have often been bitterly criticized
by opponents. ‘These have even charged ns with inconsis-
teney in denying the possibility of miracles, while at the
sune time affirming the reality of oceult phenomena of an
identical character.  Our quarrel is with the assumplionr
that whatever phenomenon is strangeand unfumiliar, must,
ipso facto be ascribed to supernatural agency, hence be
miraculous. The world s too old now to be driven or
ajoled into the belief that anything whatevercan happen or
ever did happen ontside natuval law,
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THE NUMBER SEVEN AND OUR SOCIETY.

The thoughtful vender must have poudered well over the
mysterious import that the number Seren seems to lave
always had among the ancients, as succincetly cpitomized
inour June nlnnbu cas well ag the theory of cycles, dis-
cussed in the July issue, It was there stated that the
tieran scientists are now giving attention to this mani-
festation of the munerical harmony and periodicity of the
vperations of Nature, A series of statistical obscrvations,
cmbracing some centuries of historical events, tend to
show that the ancients st have heen perfectly aware of
this law when constructing their systems of philosophy.
In fact, when statistical scicnee shall have been fully per-
fected, as it seems likely to be, there will be constantly
increasing proofs that the evolution of heroes, poets, mili-
t.u]) dm,n.uns, philosophers, theologians, great merchants,
and all other remarkable personages is as capable of ma-

thematical estimate upon the basis of the potentiality of
numbers, as the return of a comet by the rules of astro-
nomical ealeulations.  The compuratively modern systein
of life insurance rests upon the caleulated expectancy of
life on the average at certain ages; and \\’llilc nothing is
s0 uncertain as the probable ]umru ity of any single in-
dividual in . connnunity, nothmg is more certain than
that the probuble life-chance of any oue person in the mass
of population, can be known on the basis of the general
average of human life,  In fact, as M. de Cazeneuve, in
the Journal du Muagnetisee, justly observes, the law of
numerical proportions is venfied in every department of
the physical seiences. . We sec it in chemistry as the law
of definite pmpmtmns and multiple proportions ; in pliysics,
as the law of opties, acoustics, clectricity, &c. ; in minera-
logy, in the wonderful phenomena of crystallization ; in
astronomy, in the celestial mechinics. Well  may the
writer above-quoted remark @ © Physieal and moml laws
have so infinitely numcerons points of contact that it we
have not as yet reached the point whiere we e demon-
steate their identity, it is noue the less certain that there
exirts between them a very great analogy.”

We have attempted to show how, by 1 sort of colmon
instinet, a_peeuliar solenmity and mystical signiticance
las been given the: Number Secen among all pmple, at
all times. It now remainy for us to cite from the ox-

, pericnee of the Theosophical Socicty some facts which
indicate how its power Las manifested itself” with s,
Continually our experiences have been associated with
Seven or some combination or multiple of it.  And it
must be rememberad that in not a single instance was
there any intention that the number should play a part in
our affairs ; but, on the contrary, what happened was in
many cases exactly the reverse of what we desived, Tt was
only the other day that we began to take any note of the
striking chain of cirenmstancees, and some have (mly been
recallid now ut the moment of writing.

The two chief founders of our Suuc:ty were the Presi-
dent, Colonel Oleott, and the Conductor of this Magazine,
When they made ench other’s acquaintance (in 1874) the
oflice number of the former was seven, the house number
of the latter zeventeen. The President’s Inaugural Addvess
befure the Society was delivered November 17, 1875
the Hewd-quarters wove established in the 478 street 3 (the

up-town streets in New York are all designated by num-

hers), and Colonel Oleott’sottice wasremoved to 71 Browdway.,

On the 17th December 1879, our delegates to India sailed

for London ¢ the voyage, owing to storms sl tous, lasted
seventeen days 5 on the 170 January, 1880, we lett Lon-
don for Liverpool to take the steamer for Bombay, got on
board the next day, but lay all night in the Mersey, and
onthe 1Mh—the seventeenth day from owr landing in

England, we got to sea. On March 2—seventeen duys

after reaching Bombay—we removed to the bungalows

where we have cver sinee been living,  On the 23wd
Mareh, thivty-five (7' x 5) duys after landing, 1,)0]011cl

Oleott delivered his first public oration ou Tlneosuphy
Framji Cowayji Institute, Bombay., July 7, the mat
Prospectus  announcing the intended foundation of the
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TurosSoPHIST Was written ; on the 27t/ bepmnbu the
first * form” was mude up at - the printing-oftice, and on
October /—our 227t in India—the magazine upp«.arcd.

But we auticipate events. In the beginning of April,
last year, Colonel Oleott and the Conductor of this Magu-
zine went to the Ne-W, Provinces to meet Swami Dayi-
nand, and were absent from the Head-quarters thirty-seven
days, and visited secen different citics during the trip. In
December of that yeuwr we again went northward, and on
the 27st (7 x 3) of that month, i special meeting of the
Sucicty of Benares Pandits was held to greet Colonel
Oleott and eleet him an Honorary Member in token of
the friendliness of the orthodox Hindu pandits for our
Sucicty—a most important event.

Coming down to the Ceylon trip, we find on consulting
the diary that our party sailed from Bombay May 7,
the steamer starting lier engines at 77 Ay We reached
Point de Galle on the 17¢h. At the finst meeting in Cey-
lon of candidates for initiation, a group of seven persons
presented themselves, At Punadure seven were also 1ui-
tinted first, the evening proving so boisterous and storiny
that the rest could not leave their houses, At Colombo
Jourteen (7 x 2) were initiated the first night, while at
the preliminary meeting to organize the local branch tem-
porarily, there  were t\\'(nty-.u ven, At Kandy scventuen
comprised the first body of candidates.  Returning to
Colombo we organized the * Linka Theosophical Socicty,”
a scientific hranch, on the 17th of the month, and on the
evening when the Panadure branch was formed, thivty-five
naines (/ X 3) were registered us fellows,  Secen priests
were initiated here ‘Innnu this sccond visit, and at ];cntnl 0
whaere we twvied to organize o branch, there were again
seren priests admitted, Thirty-five (7 x 3#) members
organized the Matara branch : and here agann the priests
taken tnto fellowship numbered secen, So, too, at Galle

twenty-secen persons were present on the night of the

organization—the rest being nnavoidably absent 3 and at
Welitara the nmmber was ticenty-one, ov three tiines seeen,
Upon counting up the entire number of lay Buddhists in-
cluded inour seren Cevlon branchies that arve devoted to the
Interests of that taith, we find our ystical number
oceupying the place of units, and what adds to the sin-
gularity of the fact is that the sume is the case with the
suwm-total of priests who joined our Parent Socicty.

Onr septenary futality followed us all throughout the
retuen voyage to Bombay,  Of the Delesation two e
bers having urgent l)nsmu\s, took an e ulu-l steamer from
Colombo, tlnm mluun;_; our number to Two more
fully intended to come home from Galle by the vessel of
the 7t/ July, bhut as it turned ont, she did not touch there
and so0, perfores, onr band ot seren cime together on the
12th—the fifty-seventh day after onr landing,  The sea
voyage from Ceylon to Botbay may be said to begin upon
leaving Colownbo, sinee the run tromUGalle to that port is in
Ceylonesewaters. From fricnds-~fivelaymenand two priesty
—agiin secen—who cumne aboard at Colombo to bid us
tarewell, we learned that the July THEosorisT had reach-
ed there, mnd being natweally anxions to see a copy, wr-
gently requested that one should e sent us to ook ad, it
possible, before 5 o’clock pooa, the hiour at which it was
thought we would leave port. This was pronised us, and
after our friends lett, we watehed every  cratt that cune
from shore.  Five o'clock catne, then six and halt-past six,
but no messenger or magazine for us. At last, precisely, at
seven, one little canoe was seens tossing in the huavy sea
that was Illlllllll", sh approac Ilul Wis .tlull"sldu ; ol her
bows, painted on oo white gronnd was the Nunber Se ven,
aman cimbed over the \lnps vadl and in his haond was
the paper we were waiting fori When the anchor was
up and the pilot’s hell rang for stareting the  engines,
two of our pauty ran to look at the ship’s clock @ it stood
it secer minutes past 7PN, L L

At Tutticortn, Mr. Padshal, oue of onr purty, went ashore
as hig desive was to return by radl to Bombay, soas tosce
Southern India: thelittle boat in which hewent ashore we no-
ticed, nfter she hadgot clear fromthecrowd of eraft alongside,
bore the nuuber Imt) seven,  Going down the coast on vur

~Seeen

Neven,
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outward voyage, our steamer tonched ab fourteen (7 % 2)
ports coming home our vessel, owing to the monsoon
weather and the heavy st aloug the Malabin Coast,
visited only seeen. And, fnally, as though to show us that
our septenate destiny was not to he evaded, it was at exactly
seven o'clock—as the log of the 8.8 Chando shows—-
when we sighted  the pilot oft Bombay harbour, at. 727
the hell vang to slow down the engines, at. 7247 the pilot
stepped on the “bridge” and took conumand of the ship,
and at 937 aur anchor was dvopped oft the Apollo Bunder,
and our voyage was  thus ended ou the 24th of July, the
seventy-serenth day after the one on which we had sailed
for Ceylon.  "Ro ascribie to mere coineidence  this strange,
if not. altogether unprecedented, coneatenation of events
in which the Nmber Seven was, as the astrologers micht.
all it “in the wseendant,” would he an absurdity,  The
maost superficial examination of the doctrine  of chaner
will saftice to show that.  And, if, indeed, wewust admit
that, sones mysterious low of munerieal potentinlities s
asserting itselt in shaping the fortunes of the Theoso-
phical Society, whither shall we turne for anexplanation
but to those ancient Asiatic philosophies which were built,
upon the bed-rock of Oceult Seienee ¢

———
A TREATISE ON THE YOGA PHILOSOPH Y.
HY N, C, PAUL, G.BM.C., SUB-ASSISTANT SURGEON.

When in America and Buvope, we athivmied wpoun the

authority of the testimony of eye-witnesses  the quasia®

miraculous physical endurinee of certain ascetics in India,
our statements were invaviably reccived by the generad
public with incredulity 5 and somctimes by physicians, and
men of scienee with contemptuous sneers. Some of tlee
wost humouristic articles, ever printed in the New York
newspapers, were written ab our expense upon this text,
When we mentioned  that we hinl personally known net,
only professional gukirve and saanyasis, but private Jains
who wnder the inspirtion of fanaticism would abstain from
breathing for over twenty-two minutes, til they brought on
adead trance, while others would fast for over forty days
and yel survive, our evidenee was recarded as little better
than that of a hopeless humatie,  Naturally, therefore, such
an experience made ns very guarded, and at last we came to
speak with great dittidence upon the sahject at all, exeept
with good and trusted friends, Knowing what gigantic
strides biologicnl science wis making, we thought it eould
pot. he long belore some scientitie experiment would turn
up, which would prove the possibility of such phenomena
andd wrest from seeptical science the confession of ity pre-
vious jgnorance, It now seems that we were not to be
disappointed,

A Reute’s telegrmm from New Youk, dated August 7,
apprised the world of the following stupendons event —-

« D, Tanner, who anuouneal his disbeliel regarding  medical
theories about starvation, declaring he conld live fur torty days
without food, sand who began here his sclf-imptmcd task on the
25th June, completed it to-day, but iz emaciated and exhauntid.”

At once the idea oceurrald to us that the time had at.
last, areived to make the world acquaited with cortain
fucts which. before Dr, Tanner's comrageous experiment,
would have beenn most asswredly elassed by the ignovant
as hetions along  with other facts thal have heretofore
appeared in our journal, but, although supported by trnst-
worthy evidence, been ranked by the sceptics as incredible,
These facts are discussed ina small pamphlet, published
at. Bemaes thirty yemwrs ago by an Anglo-Indian doctor,
which, on acenunt of its subject heing so distasteful to the
incredulons, failed to attract the attention of men of science
ab that time, [t is through the obliging kindness of the
venerable Pandit Lakshen Naviin Vyidsa, of Allahabad,
that we are enabled to reproduce for the struction and
gratification of our readers, from the copy in his posses-
sion, this, Dr. Paul’s, excellent monograph on the Yoga
Philosophy, Though written so long ugu, and, of course
containing none of the more recent speculutions of scicuce,
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vet this work has a distinet value ns an honest attempt to
explain from the standing-point of a medical man, the
reason for this, that, or the other of the Yogi's stages of
diseipline ;. which, as we have shown, have been repudiat-
cd as “ scientifically” impossible,  But. as wue cannot say
that in every ease the author has succeeded in making
himself or his facts clearly understood, we venture to ‘ae-
company the text with commentaries,  And this with the
double ohject in view of silencing at onee the malicious
accusation that our Society is no better than a school of
“magic.” the word being used to signify ridiculous super-
stitionand belief in supernaturalism and of preventing our
readers from receiving wrong impressions in general,

We e glad 1o say that the eighteen months passed by
us in this country, and the twelve-month existence of our
For during
this period. we have Tenrned at least one most important
feature pertaining to the actual state of Hindie society.
We find that, the  latter comprises two distinet. pure-
ties, one, that of the free-thinkers, «oll denying, sceptical,
and wholly materialistic, whether of the Bradlangh party,
or the “ madern schoal of thought ;" the other, orthudox,
bigoted, tull of the unreasoning superstitions of the  Brah-
minical schools, and believing i anything if it only tallies
with one or the other of the Purenass,  Both the nee plus
wltra of exaggeration and, as the saying goes, * cach more
Catholic than the Pope,” whether the lfatter is represent-
ed by Bradlangh or the Claste Almighty, the most inflexible
of gods, The few honourable exceptions go Lut enforcing
the gencral vule, .

The Theosophical Society—whatever any inimical paper
may say—knew why it was wanted in Tudin, and came just
in time to place itself between the above-nimed parties,
Our journal, its ovgan, has from the beginning puisned the
distinct policy of lending a friendly car to both these parties,
and bidding its time to have its full say. By doing so it has
puzzled many, given offence to a fow—throngh no malice
or fault of ours, though—Dbut afforded instruetion, we
hope, to such as bave had the wit to understand its
policy.  And now that the end of the year is reached we
mean to conmuence our intended sevies of explanations
by veprinting Dr, Panl’s treatise, from month to month,
with & commentary upon the text as before stated, At
the same time the eriticisms of all persons learned in the
Yoga upon either Dr. Paul's views or our own are invited,
—Ed. Thevs.

Comment.—Thix "Prentise mainly relates "to the practices of
the Hatha not the Ruja, Yogn,—though the nuthor has devoted
to ench n distinet chupter. We will notice the great difference
between the two later on.—FEd. Theos.

Aurtonr's PRerace,

The present Treatise coutains the theory and practice
of the Yogu, one of the six systems of dvctrine held by the
Hindus, '

The Yoga treats of various processes, by which the
Hindu Eestatici acquire the power of ubst:-lining from
cating and breathing for a Jong time, and of becoming in-
sensible to all external impressions, )

The Hindu mysties (yogis) who practise youn, retive
into subterranean retreats (guphi), tvlll.“\":lliﬂt.'lil.l frou com-
mon salt, and are extremely fond of milk, on which they
chiefly live: they are nocturnal in their habits, keeping
retired in the day; they are slow in their motions, mul
torpid in their manners;they eat and walk during the
night, They prctise two  postures, termed l’n(hngsuna,
and Siddhdsana, with a view to respive with the least Pos-
sible frequency.  They also dread the rapid chi nges and
inclemencies of the weather,

When the yogfs are able to practise the above quiescent
postures for the period of two hows, thev commence to
practise Prindydma, a stage of self-trnce which is charne-
terised by protuse perspiration, tremblings of the system,
and a sense of lightness of the animal weonomy. ~ The
next practise Pratyahdia, a stage of self-trunce in wlnicg
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they have the functions of the senses suspended. They
then practise Dhrana, a stage of self-trance in which sen-
sibility and voluntary motion are suspended, and the body
is capable of retuining any given posture, the mind being
said to be quicseent in this stage of self-trance,

The Yogfs, after attaining the stage of Dhirana (cata-
leptie condition), aspire to what is termed Dhyina, a stage
of self-trance in which they pretend to be surrounded by
flashes of cternal light or clectricity, termed  Ananta-jyotf,
(from two Sanskrit words signifying endless or all-})erv:'ul-
ing light), which they say is the universal soul. The
Yogis in o state of Dhydna are said to be clairvoyant. The
Dhyina of the Yogfs is the Turyf avasthd of the Vedan-
tists—the cestacy of the Physicians, the self-contempla-
tion of the Cerman mesmerisers, nnd the clairvoyance of
the French philosophers.

Samadhi is the last stage of self-trance.  In this state
the yogis, like the bat, the hedgehog, the marmot, the
hamster, and the dorinouse, acquire the power of support-

“ing the abstraction of atmospheric air, and the privation

of food and drink.  Of samddhi or human hybernation
there have been three cases within the last twenty-five
years, The first case oceurred in Calentta, the second in
Jesselmere amd  the third in the Punjab. 1 was an eye-
witness of the first case.

Of samddbi there are two varieties, termed  Samprajua
and Asamprajna. Colonel Townsend, who could stop the
motion of lis heart and arteries at l»lcasuru, and conld die
or ‘expire when he pleased, and again revive, was a case of
Sumprajua samiadhn,

The Jesscelnere, the Punjubi, and the Culentta yogis,
who assumed " a death-like condition by swallowing the
tungue, and who conld not revive of themselves at pleasure,
were eases of Asamprajna samialdhi, as they were all resus-
citated by others who drew the buried tongue ont of the
fauces and restored it to its nornal place,

On account of the real obscurity of the nature of the
Yogu philosophy, and of my utter ignorance of the Sans-
krit language, in which all the standard works on Indian
mysticism are written, I must crave some indulgence if |
have failed to do full justice to the subject of self-trance us
practised by the cold-blooded and hybernating  philogo-
phers of the Bast,

A TREATISE ON THE YOGA YHILOSOUPHY,

Beronrk cutering on the consideration of the celements
of human hybernation or Yoga, it may not be altogether
uninteresting to yive a full account of the natnre of the
expire] air, which the Sanskrit anthorities term Prina.

The expired air contains more caloric and more watery

-apour, is move clastic, and is of less specific gravity than
the inspired air.  The average temperature of the expired
areis 990 5 I

The average quantity of watery vapour expired in 24
lours by an adult, in temperate climates, is 7,810,222
grains,  The bulk of earbonic ackd in the 100 parts of the
expired air, varies, according to different authorities, as
shown by the table following:—

Authorities. dveraye percentage of car-
bonie acid by volume.

Prout.ccviiiiiiveniiennnn, 3 44,

Coathupe,...ooviiiiiin, 4 02,
Thompson, «.ooovciiain oo + 16.
Vierordt,..oo.. covivenen one 4 334,
Brunner and Valentine, 4. 380.

The quantity of carbonie acid evolved during the day
is greater thun what is excreted during the night.

For every 12 volumes of carbonic acid cvolved during
the day, 10 are exhaled during the night.  The quantity
of carbonic acid evolved in rospiration is considerably in-
ereased after a full meal. Hence, moderation in diet, term-
ed Mitdhiry, is recommended to persons who practise the
suspension of the breath, Sequin found that when he was
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in a state of vepose, and  fusting, he vitiated (ml)f 1,210
cubic inches of oxygen, while, during digestion, this bulk
was increased to between 1,800 and 1,900 cubic inches.

With a view to expire less carbonie acid, many fnlfirs
fust during the day and (ake one moderate meal during
the night.  These are called Naktabhojf.

Exercise increases the amount of earbonic acid in the
expired air in a given time, Aware of this faet, the ancient
Hiudu philosophers prescribed slow movements to such as
wanted to exhale less earbonic acid.

Yogts are recommuended to move slowly in order to ren-
dor their respiration less frequent,

TEMVPRRATURE,

Human beings deteriorute a greater quantity of airin a
coll than tn @ warm medinm; that is to say, they exhale
maore carbonie -acid in a cold atmosphere than in a hot,
one.  Henee the Yogifs are recommended to dwell, like
the burrowing animals, in subterrancan retreats which are
remarkable for possessing o uniform temperature,  The
nearer the temperature of the external airis to the animal
heat, the less is the quantity of carbonie acid in the ex-
pired air,  Henee the appetite for food at the equator is
less keen than in the polar regions.  The appetite for food
is in proportion to the guantity ot earbonie acid exhaled
during a given time,  In o confined atmosphere less ear-
bonic acid is evolved than in the free ventilated air
Henee a Yogi delivhts to live in o guphdt (subterranean
cell) having asmall door whieh is blocked up with clay by
his nssistant,

LOUD SPEAKING,

The amount of earbonic acid exhaled e a given tine is
greater I lond speaking thad e astate of silenee, Henee
a Yogf is vecommennded to practise Manvaveata,—tneitur-
nity, or the vow of silence,

MENTAL LABOUR,

Mental labour diminishes the quantity of carbonie acid
in the expired air. Henee the Yogis are recommended to
avoid physieal exertions, and to engage in meditation.

MENTAL ABSTRACTION,

When the mind is abstrncted from ils fanctions the
amount of carbonic acid is lessened.  Henee the Yogfs are
recommended to fix their sight on the tip of the nose or
upon the space between the eye-brows,  These peculiar
turns of the axes of vision suspend the vespiratory move-
ments and generally produce hypnotisin, - This process is
termed Tritaka in Sanskrit,

REST.

The quantity of carbonic acid exhaled in a given time
is less In a state of rest than in one of exercise.  Henee
the Yogis are recommended to sit in the two tranguil and
guieseent postures termed the Siddhisana and Kamaldsana
of which a circumstantial account will be given while treat-
g of human hybernation.

I'he longer the state of rest i3 continued the less is the
quantity of carbonic acid evolved froms the gradual deerease
of the number of respirations. This is better illustrated
by the following prragraph quoted from a standard  work
on Natural History,

“ Ina specimen of Bonbus terrestris, which remained
at rest for ubout half un hour, the respirations had be-
come deep and laboured, and were continued  regularly at
about fifty-eight por minute. At the expiration of one
hundred and forty minutes, during whieh time the insect
renained i astate ol repose, the respivatois were only
forty-six per minute. At the expivation of a haindred and
cighty minutes the vespirations were no longer percep-

tible,”
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As the respirations are fewer in a given time, in persons
of sedentary habits, the desire for food is proportionally
less keen,  Owing to this cirewnstance, individuals lead-
ing a sedentary life ave subject to an infinite variety of
diseases, A studious man digests badly bheeause he ex-
hales a very small quautity of earbonic acid, owing to the
diminished number of rnsi)irat.imns dependent onintense
mental applieation and on a state of repose,

Milk diet is well suited to sedentary habits, and gene-
ally supersedes the employment. of prrgatives, cmefics
and cordials, which are in such general vogue in the treat-
ment of diseases avising from sedentary habits.

INFLUENCE OF DRYNESS AND MOISTURE ON ‘PHE EXPIRED
Al

Human beings exhale more earhonie acid in a dvy ai-

mosphere than in 2 moist one,

INFLUENCE oF HBICHT 01 PLACES,

The exhalation of carbonic acid ix creater at the level
of the sea than on mountaing,

INFLUENCE OF RADIATION AND VAPORIZATION ON T'HE

EXPIRED AIR.

On being exposed to the open air in a earriage or on
the deck of a ship, human beings exhale more carbonie
acid than usual, from the more active radiation and eva-
povation from the animal economy.

INFLUENCE OF CONDUCTORS AND NON-CONDUCTORS OX

THE EXPIRED Al

Wlhen we are surrounded by non-conductors, we exhale
less earbonie acid, if the atmosphere be eold, than when
surrounded by conductors.  Henee  dealers in metallie
utensils eonsume more food Jduring the winter. A true
Yogi is divected not to taneh metals of any deseription.
Tt may be observed that hybernating animals are covered
with non-conductors during their long hyhernal  sleep,
Hence the more wannly we are clad, the less is the quan-
tity of carbouic acid ¢volved, and the less, consequently, is
the demand for food,

INFLUENCE OF THE DRINKING! OF COLD WATER ON THFE,
EXPIRED AIR,

Those who are acenstomed to drink large quantities of
cold water, exhale more carbonic acid than those whae
drink a small quantity of the lignid, A Yogi is recom-
mended to take n small quantity of water to quench his
thirst, 1 have known a native to abstain altogether from
wator, and to maintain sound health ot the sune tine,

INFLUENCE OF ALCOHOLIC LIQUORS ON TIHIF EXPIRED Al

The use of nleoholie lignor causes a considerable dimi-
nution in the mmount of carbonic acid given out.  The
Aghorag, a seet of Hindu fakfrs, consume a large quantity
of aleoholie liquor in the eourse of the 24 hours,

Comment.—'I'he Aghorag, ov Aghora Pantha can hardly be
fairly compared with or even be said to follow any Toga sys.
tem at all, not even the Iatha Yoga. They are notorious for
their filthy habits : eat cartion of various Kinds, and, in days
ol old, were even accused of devonring human flesh ! ‘I'hese
persons eevtainly made spivituoug liquors their habitunl drink,
and unliko real Yogis, extorted alms and used their sysicm as
a mere pretext for making money. Reduced to a few miser-
able and disgusting wretches, they were fivally suppressed, and
have now dissppeaved.—Fd, 17,

INFLUENCE OoF WEIGHT oN THE EXPIRED AIR,

Persons who are heavy exhale more carbimie acid than
those who are comparatively light.  Hence the Yogis ex-
tenuate their systems, restrain their passions, and subdue
their vicious nndures, by a pasinionious use of food, Absti-
nenece favomrs  longevity, by diminishing the wasgte of,
matter,  With frugal fare, St. Anthony lived 105 years ;
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James the Hermit, 1045 Arseniug, tutor of the Emperor
Arcadius, 120: Simon the Stylite, 112 and Romauld,
120, ‘'These persons took but very little fomd.  Cussian
assures us that the common rate, for 24 hours, was 12
ounees of hread and a sufticiency of pure water,

On analysis, 12 ounees of bread will be found to con-
sist: of—

Water, — 2304 (irains,
( ':'ll'bl)ll, — I.'):H-, N (lﬂ.
Oxygen, — 1524 do,
Hydrogen, — 205, 2 e,
N itl'ugon, - 72 do,
Salts, — 120 do,

From the above analysis of the food of the fore-men-
tioned long-lived individuals, it appears that they con-
simed o Dittle more than 1500 grains of carhon in 24
hours, and that they respired less than six times pev
minute, as shown by the table following . —
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Abstinenee  diminishes the number of respirations; it
diminishes the waste of body ; it promotes longevity,

According to the Hindu Rishis, whatever prolongs the
interval  (Kumbhaka) promotes longevity, The “term
Kumbhuka means the interval between an inspiration
(pliraka) and an expiration (vechaka) The terms Pliraka,
Kumbhaka, and Rechaka are frequently met with in al-
most all the snered writings of the Hindus, The ohjeet of
the piunka, (the inspired air) is called Apdna, and that of
the rechaka (the expired air) is ealled Prana. The cessa-
tion of an expiration constitutes death, and the retention
of the snmwe, Tife,  The suppression of expiration cousti-
tutes Préndyima, a practice by which the Hindu pretends
to acquire ashtasiddhi (eight consummations), and to over
come death, Tt ix the daily practice of the Brahman
mendiennts who aspive to human hybernation or Yoga,

Comment,—Humau hyhernation belongs to the Yoga system
and may be termed one of its many resalts, but it cannot be
enlled © Yogn,"—Fd. h.

"The stoppage of the respiratory movements (Prinfyi-
ma), or rather the prolongation of the interval (Kumbha-
ka) has a remarkable effect upon the ¢quantity of carbonic
acid in the expired air,  Vierordt has made four series of
experiments, in order to ascertain the extent of this in-
fluence upon the quantity of earbonie acid evolved from
the lings,  In the firsst series, hie shut his mouth, and held
his nose from 20 to G0 seconds, the longest period he
could continue the experiment, and then made the deep-
est possible inspiration.  In the sceond series, he made
the decpest inspiration possible, and  then suspended the
respirntory  movements for a longer or shorter time, at
the termination of which he made the deepest expirmtion,
This experiment he was able to prolong te 70, 90, and
cven 100 seconds, ' '

In the third series, he made an ordinary inspiration
hefore suspending the vespirntory movements, and after
this suspension had continued for difterent, periods up to
30 seconds, he made an ordinary  expivation,  The fourth
series of experiments which he performed was to ascer-
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tain the period of time, after the stoppage of the respira-
tory movements, whcn the pereentage of carbonic acid
becomes uniform in the different parts of the lungs and
wirsand this, he found, took place after 40 seconds,

He has arvanged the results of the first. three series of
experiments, in several tables, exhibiting the difference
betweon the percentage and absolute quantity of earbonic
neid gas in the expived air, at different periods atter the
suspension of the respirntory movements, wder the cir-
cumstances mentioned, and - when the respivatory move-
ments procecd in the normal manner,  In the first series
of experiments, the percentage of carbonie acid in the ex-
pired air, after the respiratory movements had  been sus-
pended 20 seconds, was higher by 1° 73 than when these
movements were nornmal.  But the absolute quantity of
carbonic acid evolved from the lungs had diminished hy
2 (42 cubic inches, and at the end of 33 seconds its per-
centage had increased 2. 325 but its absolute quantity had
diminished to the extent of 12- 382 cubic inches per minute.,
When the vespirations are 3 in number per minute, the
pereentage of carbonie acid may be reckoned 5, 83, and
the absolute quantity of the gasin the expived air, 533443
cubic inches in a minute,

When there is but oae respiration per minute, the per-
centage of carbonic acid in the expived air may bhe reckon-
ed at 6° 42, and the absolute (uantity of earbonic acid,
1 9581 cubic inches per minute.

In the scecond series of experiments, where the deepest
possible inspiration preceded, and the deepest possible ox-
piration followed the suspension of the respiratory move-
ments, the above quantity of carbonic acild evolved  from
the lungs for the first 15 seeonds, was somewhat more than
what there would have been, had thesec movements pre-
ceded,  But after this it began to diminish ; and when the
respiratory movements had beeu suspended for 95 seeonls,
it was diminished to the extent of 14 078 cubic inches.

At the end of 100 seconds the perceniage of the carbo-
nic acid  was 3* 08 above the normal quantity in ordinary
respiration,  In the third series of experiments, the earbo-
nic acid in the expired air at the end of 30 scconds, was
L. 535 per cent above the normal quantity.  When the
respirations were 2 in number per miute, the pereentage
of carbonie acid in the expived air was 5 63,

The normal number of respirations per minute is 12
the average bulk of each expiration is 30 5 English cubie
inches ; and the normal percentage of carbonic acid is 41,
by volume,

From the above experiments it is evident that the ab-
solute: quantity of carbonic acid evolved from the lungs in
a given time, is less in retarded than in normal expira-
tion, and that the percentage of earbonic acid is greater in
retarded than in normal expiration, '

The exhalation of earbonie acid from the lungs is mate-
vially diminished by the inaudible and frequent repetition
of certain words, such as O, Ban, &e. & T'he innud ible
pronunciation of Om, the sacred triliteral monosyllable,
diminishes the absolute quantity of carbonie acid in the
expired airof a given time.  This constitutes the Japa of
Pranava (or Om).  Next to abstinence, Japa ranks in hin-
portance, A Dandf who repeats Om twelve thousand
times every day, in an inaudible voice, generally lives
upon a small quantity of food,

Comment—"Thus we findin thistirst portion of the Treatise a full
vindieation of the habits of the Ilindu ascetics—nny those cven
of the Christinn saints of cvery period, from the tirst century
down to our own days, as we will prove.  Aud henee the luugh
of the ignorunt, the seeptic and the materinlist at what seems
to them the most absurd of practices is  turned against the
jokers. For we now seo, that it an asectic prefers a subter-
ranean cuve to the open fresh nir ; tukes (upparently) the vow of
silence and meditation ; refuses to touch money or anything
/melullic ; and, Instly, passes his days in what appears  the most
ludierour occupntion of all, that of concentrating his wholo
thoughts on the tip of his nose, he does this neither for the
guke of playing an ainiless comedy nor yet out of mere un-
reasoned superitition but as o physical discipline bused ou

strictly scientilic principles.  Most of the thousinds of fukirs,
gos=eins, buyraguis and others of the mendicant order who
throng the villuges and religious fuirs of Imlm.m our present
age, may be and undoubtedly are worthless and idle vagabonds,
mwodern clowns imitating the grent students of the philosoplie
ages of the past.  And, there is but little doubt that, though
they ape the postures and scrviloly copy the traditional customs
of their nobler brethren, they understand no move why they do it
than the sceptic who laughs at them.  But if we look eloger at
the origin of their sehool nud study Patanjuli’s Yoga 1idye—
we will be betier able to understand and hence appreciate, their
seemingly vidiculous practices. It the ancicuts were not ns
well versed in the detuils of physiology as are our physicinng of
the Carpenterinn modern school,—u question still sub judice—
they way perhaps be proved on the other nnd to have fithomed
this sclence in nnother divection by other methods far
deeper than the former 5 in short to have made themselves
better acquuinted with its ocenlt and exceptionnl laws than we
are. That the nncients of all countries were intimately ne-
guainted with what is termed iu our days “ hypuotism™” or scll-
mesmerization, the productiou, in a word, of voluntury tranee—
emmot be denied. One of many proofs is found in the
fact that the sume mcthod described here is known ns
tradition and  practized by the Christinn monks at Mount
Athos even to this very day. These, to induce  divine visions ”
coneentrate their thoughts and fix their cyes ou the navel for
hours together. A number of Russian travellers testify to such
an occupation in the Greek eonvents, and writers of other
nationulities who have visited this cclebited hermitage, will
bear out our assertion..,...

Having made clear this fivst point and vindieated the  ITindn
Yogis in the nnme and upou the authorivy of modern seience, wo
will now leave the further conzideration on the =ubject to our
next number.—d. Th.

{ tv be continued.)

HOW THEY FAST LN INDIA.

BY A MARATHI MEDICAL MAN,

T'he Shravuks, a seet of the Jains of India, arve in the
habit ot fasting annually during the holy week ot Pachosan.
The tast of the week s observed by different. persons in
severnl different ways, according to the power one may
possuss of enduring i, The less pious live on one meal o
day for the weck,  Others fast wnd cat alternately,  The
more pious abstain from food for one, three, Hve, or cight
days suceessively, A very fow, nider a religions vow mads
betore a priest, give out as their determination to carry on
the fast tor thirty days, provided the state of  their health
should permit the starvation without material injury to
lift.  They proceed by instahinents, so as tu terminate tho
fast at regulated periods of five, eight, ten, lifteen, or twenty
days according to cirenmstances,  Those who determine on
amonth commenec the fust on such adate that the thivty-
first day may tdl on the 5thof Bhadvapada, o day  saered
to the Rishis or ancient sages of India. On this day the
tast. is broken and gruel of boiled Moong (Phascobus
Mungo) ix chosen for the break-fast.  This is followed hy
w soft pudding of wheaten four, and a small quantity of
boiled rice, until the usual diei is reswmned v the conese
of fifteen or twenty days,

During the fast, boiled water cooled down, is taken «d
lilitiom, to which In certain cases some infusion of elireta
is added when nansea and vomiting ocenr. Daily abln-
tions wre performed, ad aovisit to the temple made regu-
larly as long as the strength permits. A female devote,
aged forty-five years undera fast for thivty days is said to
have perforined her daily ablutions, earrying a pitcher of
water on her heamd to the temple in the vicinity of lier
house without mnch effort on her part. She died five
months after the observance of the thast, of an attack of
tever.  As arule, deaths do not occwr during the fast; but
a Shrawvak, aged fifty-threee, has within his vecollection two
instances, both of females, who died atter the fast of thirty
days, within fifteen or twenty days respectively, undoubt-
adly from the offiets of starvation,
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A case of abstinence extending over fifty-cight days is
on record s and in view of what may be seen among the
Jain "\lnavul\.\, Dr, Tanner, of Minnesota, in uclnum«r his
forty days’ stavvation, only proved that in the matter of
human endurance which has been known ameng A‘xmtlm
from time immemorial—though the blind and groping
doetors of Eorope nnd Ameriea nppear to have overlooked
the tuct.

determined 10 curry  on the  experiment
until life ceased, the seientifie interest. wonld be cor-
unly greaf, inasmuch as it wonld determine  the fact,

Cloast in o« single nM.umn of the possible duration
ul life without fmul and water in a hwman body sub-
jeeted to self-willed starvation.  And it is to be borne in
mind, that self-imposed starvation with some ohject in
view, seientific or religious, must difter in its coffects from
involuntary starvation “eansed by cither disense, ship-wreck
circumstances, I the one case ('mnplct(, rest
of mind is secured, preventing undne wasto of tissuos,
whereas in the other, the troubled mind and eflorts to
obtain food eausing mlml waste of tissues, would materinl-
Iy hasten the .ttnl termination,

Had he

or other

e el e

OFFICIAL REPORT UPON A& SCORPION
POISON ANTIDOTE,

MADFE TO THE BARODA GOVERNMENT BY TIE CHIFF MEDI-
CAL OFFICER OF TUHE STATE,

In the month of Febrnary 18749, a certain root, reputed to
be an antidote for scorpion stings, was given to me by Rao
Bahadur Janardan Sukharam Gadgil and also ofticially
sent for trinl by His Exccllency the Dewan Sahib with
Liis momo :dated the 21st. I‘cblu'nv 1879, and endorseimnent
No. 287 ddated the 28th of the suno month, This root
has received a very fair and extended trial upto this date,
and as it has shown very satisfaetory resultg, it seemns
desirable to publish the sae,

2. There are a thousand and one antidotes for the cure
of scorpion stings, but some of them ave not readily pro-
curable, and ntlmm which ean be procured or nre at hand,
do not generally produce the wonderful effeets which arve
ﬂ(‘llt'llll]) attributed to themw,  This root hag many advau-
tages over such reputed antidotes inasmuch ns, (1) it s

nculy procurable, (2) the manner of nsing it is very stimple
(3) it can be preserved for a long time, and (4) the results
acerning  therefrom are wenerally of a very satisfactory
nature,

3. The 100t in question was several times tried by Rao
Bahadur Janardan Sakhavam Gadgil before it was bronght
forward as anantidote, and thus used publiely, Mr, Gadgil
was kind enongh to Tend me some piecesand 1 had several
opportunities of testing its efficacy, and I must, in justice
to the man who first gave it to Mr. Gadgil, confess that |
had very seldom any reagson to he dissatisfied with it
results,

4. Being thus itapressed  with its real efticacy, Ran
Bahadur Janardan Sakharam Gadgil and mys self thought
of giving it & more extended trial, and in view thercot
pieces of the root were sent to all the hmpit.l]ﬂ and dis-
pensaries in His Highness's territories. with instructions
for its nse in cases of scor ]nou stings.  Regular registers
were kept at all these institntions and monthly  returns
were reeeived from all,  Many enses have been reported
by the different medieal officers and subordinates, A
statement of these cases is attached hereto,

5. From the statement it will be scen that in all 804
eages were trented with this root at the several institutions.
The kinds of scorpion are also mentioned in it and the
cases have been tabulated accordingly, The chief varie-
ties were (1) the black, (2), the white, (8), the other kinds,
aml (4) those that" were not. known,

THEOSOPHTIST.

[Svplember 1880.

6. The following table shows the number of cases,
treated, eured, and not eured and the approximate time
required for the cures,

TanLy No, 1.

- Cured,
3 —
] l
® [ P )
Varieties “lzelzz'z iz !
No. of 2 =3 3 55 Sy ~ |Remarks,
Sceorpions, 5 22125 22(% £
s kigleagE g |2
=3l = = 51,
N SEISEESERUENE S F
. L L
! | Black xecrpion, J 107} 821 101 11 1]103] 4
¥ White scorpion 553 1 1381 81 168 15047 6
3 JOther kinds. ] 18 94 " 2f 291 .,
4 IKind notknown] 115] 821 30 ¢} ,, |14 |

Total,........| 804 ] G20

| :
l3(ii 19 181703 11

This table shows a very large percentage of cases cured.
Of the 804 ¢ qETC treated, uul_\, 11 cases failed to got relief,
while 793 cases have nb('unul relief from suffering, Ihm
shows a pclwntuge of 8.6 of the total cases wlmh were
cured, ngainst only 1.4 per cent of cases that failed.

DLercentages of cured:

White 08.9
Other kinds 100, Unknown 99.1
Total 98,6 Not cureld 1.4
These results eannot hut be eonsidored very satisfactory.
The enses mentioned above were reported upto the end of

June,  After this, some cases have ocewrred.  They ave
tabulated helow ns an addendum to the first table.

Black 06,2

- Cuored.
v
- R - ——
S ,
} :; . !—]x - |
X Varictios 7 IR W .
N, ooof z gg-g -g'l-_—-_, ZiS g 3 Lemarks:
Seorpions, S|z z2-rg23¢ =
"5 L < l-- atl— = o =
. [E5iES|2gET 1B | =
ZlEEils (Eviz 21.2
AkRTI0O 0w =7
1 Black seorpion. 1 1 .. 1. 1 ...
#  IWhite scorpion.| 40} B0} 1o} ... | ...} 10
3 JOther Kinds, ” U U RO ORI
1 [Kindnotknown| 7| sl 2{..]..01 s}..
!

'

I
Total.....ed 46 | 36 | 12i . ' ! 48
! .

The total of the two gives in all 852 cases,

7. Thereisonc point which Lbelicve should he mention-
ed in connection with these cases, an(l that is this: Althongh
the root rapidly causes the pain in the limb or part stnng
to disappear, still in a few cases the pain is located to the
sting for some time and it obstinately sticks to it for a few
hours more.  The application of the rubbed root even
sometimes fails to remove this localized pain: But this was
observedonly in seventy-eight cases, (ride statement. No, I1)
that i, in about nine per cent, of the enses treated.  The
tailure may be owing to want of perseverance either on
the part of the patient or the operator,

8. As the root produces such remarkable rvesults, it is
necessary  that the name of the tree be made known,
From a Botanical Examination. of the plant which was
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shown to me as yiclding the root, I believe it belongs to
the natural order—Leguminose.—-

Sub-order,
;‘lilllo-wl’.
Botanical name, Sesbaniw Egyptiazea, Marvithi name
@awtmr 9ts@ 738 (white shevri without thorns.)

Guzrdthi e (Sandesri),
{ Témil FCHas  (Kdranchembii)
From he | Maldyalam %‘q’g (Kedingu.)
}:?ei;lllltll;i]:uilt; J Telegu g%fu=ﬁ (Suiminta.)
Colonel M. | Bengali TRl (Vayijuyanti.)
Drury. ‘ Hindi Ja (Jait.)
L Urdu IET (Ravaseen.)
9. There are two species of this, (1) bearing white

Howers, and (2) bearing yellow flowers, (1) The white is
“of 2 kinds, (v) theroot of theone has o red bark and the
inmer stracture of it is white. Tt is also heavy, and the
flowers ave smaller. © This is not so efficacious as the other
variety. (b)) The other has large Howers. The root is
covered with yellowish white bark and the inner strue-
ture is yellow.  The root is lighter than the fivst kind.
This is most cfficacious, both when fresh wnd  dried. (2)
The yellow species yields roots which are equally effective
when fresh § when dried they arve not so efficacious.

10.  As the roots were indisertminately supplied by
My, Natekar who originally gave the root it was not prac-
ticable to ascertain the relative value of ench of them in
the experiments above noted.

1, The tree is a Lkage perennial one without thors,
with oblong linear obtuse wnd compound pinnate leaves,
The leaflets are from ten to eighteen in pairs ; flowers
lavge (white or yellow) in oxilluriz Eacemes ; calyx five
clett, in appearance somewhat like the flowers of the aca-
cia ; legumes lincar, slender, much contracted hetween
the seeds,

12, The vout of this tree is the part that is used as an
antidote for scorpion stings, The other parts of the tree
ure also nsetul, especially the leaves, which are used ay
applications in - rheumatisi,

138, It may be desirable to mention that Mr. Natckar
believes that  thie degree of efficacy depends  also on
the time when the root is cut oft” from the tree.  He
suys that the root shonld be cut when the sun begius to
decline, say after 3 . Healso considers that it is better
to cut them on Sundays than on other week days,  In all
Sanskrit works it is advised to cut vegetables in this way.
Perhaps towards evening the circulation of the sap
throughout all parts of a tree is more equalized.

14, "The root is cut out from the true or false routs
into small pieces about three or four inches in length, It
is washed clean and then used.  The mode of using it,
although very simple, may appear unscientific,  Passes are
made with the root trom the extreme parts of the hody
up to which the pain may have extended to the part
where the scorpion has iuficted the sting. The root
should Lt moved  slowly over the affected part with one
end directed close to the skin of the part, but not touch-
ing it, say about onc-fourth of an inch distant from the
surface of the integument,  Reverse passes should not be
made,  After a few minutes’ pusses, the pain beeomes lo-
calized to the spot where the sting is inflicted 5 the rout
should then be Leld over it till the pain disappears.

15, It the pain at ov near the sting does not disappear
or lessen soon, the root may he rubbed with water on a
Lurd substance aud a small quantity of it appliod over
the sting. It this should cause the pain to spread through
the limb or part stung, instead of causing it to disappear,
it should be got rid of by mcans of the passes of the root
deseribed above.

16, Iu very severe cases, an hour is requived to bring
down the pain to the part stung and hence perseverance
is necessary, both on the part of the person stung and the
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person making the passes. Somctimes when the root
gets dried, it fails to produce the desired results, 1t should,
therefore, be moistened betore being used.

17. The modus operands of this rool cannot at this
stage of inguiry be thoroughly cexplained.  Physiology
and Therapeutics maintain that the action of medicinal
agents always takes place on the human cconomy through
the blood whether they are nsed internally or upplied lo-
cally, in whatever form the medicine may be used 5 but
the mode of action of a drug as described above is not
yet recognized, and hence it may appear to the profession
to be against the known facts  of seience. But whatever
may be said of this, it is quite certain that it produces
satistuctory results,  One additional fact may be here
noted.  When the root is brought neaver the skin of the
affected part, the pain is intensitied and a scnsatiof is felt
as though some discharge is taking place through the
part.  This scusation is lessened as soon as the distance
between the root and the skin is inereased.

18. 1 have contented myselt with the statement of
fucts as found by experiments. The rationale must be
determined by the profession. Dr. Shamsoodin J. Sule-
nmian has been good enough to analyse the root andto com-
municate to me the result. The following substances
have been found in it :—

Lron, Soda,
Calcium, Silica,
Magnesium, Sulphurie acid,
Fluorine, Carbonie acid,
Chlorine,

Potash,

Fluoriue scems to be an unisual lewment i a vegetable
drag, He has also performed some experiments with the
root with a view to ascertain whether it pussesses any
electric or magnetic propertics, and has come to the con-
clusion that it manifests neither,

19. T have had oceasion to treat about a hundred cases
myscll with the voot and in only two of the cases | found
it failed to cure.

20, My, Gadgil's opiuion about its action is cqually
favourable. 1t is attached hereto,

21, There are some conmnnunications o ditterent
persons about its efficacy.  Copies of these are attached
to this papet,

22, Some people say that the relict trom pain may be
duc to the effect of imagination, and that wny other rout
or any other substance used ina similae way may produce
the same results,  This is met by the fact that roots of
the samue variety, but not ot the sine species, failed to effect
any cure and that other roots used sinilarly also failed.

23, With these facts and observations 1 place the root
betore the profession and the public,

24. ] hope that those who will use this root will favour
me with any observations that may occur to them,

(Signed)  Buanenasonra KRisuNa,
Daroda, 10th August, 1850,

My experience of the root which cures the scorpion sting
entirely aceords with the results arrived at by Dr. Bhalehan -
dra. Up to this time, more than fonr hundred cases have
been cured at my house, und almost every day new patients
come in,  The average time of cure s half an hour from
the commencement of the passes. 1 recolleet no case of
positive fuilure, the cure heing only o question of time,
Some obstinate cases taxed my paticnee or that of iy men
for- about an hour and a hadl” each, but there was always
suceess at the end, and many a patient that came actualiy
crying went away smiling. T had oceasion to test the
efficacy of the root in my own person, for | had a scorpion
sting lately, The pain soon diminished under the passes
and was localized n the wound ; in about halt an hour 1
conld resume my oftice work., One thing is worth noting—
whercas the scorpion sting produced an intense hurning
sensation in the part stung, the passes by the root had the
efieet of producing a pereeptibly cool sensation round about
the sting as a preliminary to the extinetion of the pain in
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the wounded part. 1t s for the Maedieal Prolession to as-
certain the snodes operandi of the antidote.

I sent the intidote to the leading ofticers and others in
this city, sl have received replies from most of  them
about theiv experience in the matter, which replies I have
sent to Dr. Bhalchandra, ()nly two of them say that they
did not find the root efficneions, whereas all others tr-qtlt\
to its greater or less efficacy,  Kven these two cases of
.ul!llv are useful, for they 1|m]w| the idea that the curative
virtue is not in the root bt in the patient’s imagination.
A bad o very old root fails to eftfect enre, but a (ruml and
fresh root. is found to relicve pain in o remarkably <hort
time,

(Sd,) JANARLAN Naxmaravw GAvdGr,

— e e e

DR TANNER AND THE VEDI(
ADBOUT FASTS,

DOCITRINE

BY RAO BAHADUR JANARDAN S GADGIL, LK.,
Councillos of the Theosophical Society.

Now tlmt Pr. Tanmer's forty days’ fast is c\cutmq publie

attention in Awmerica aunl humpn it may not be inoppor-
tune to notiee the Vedie doetrine on the subject of the
capability of the human body to bear fast, and the theory
on which it is founded.  In the Ch ll.lll(lO").l Upanishat of
the Sdmveda, sixth Prapdthaka, there is a dinlogue he-
tween Svetaketu and his father on the suluut. The
following is a free renderving of it as explained by Shan-
karachidrya in his Bhdshya on the Upanishat.

The father says to the son—*The food which o lnnan
hcmg eats, beconmes transformed after various ]rocesses
into three substances, viz, the heaviest part of it becomes
Jerees, the widdling part of it becomes fesh, and the nicest
part of it l)umnm the wmind.  The water which is drunk
becomes transformed into three substances, viz, the heayi-
est part of it hecomes weine, the middling part of it be-
comes blood, and the nicest puet of it becomes the prdae,
that is, the vital breath,  The substauces in which the
clement of fire predominates, such as oil, ghee, &e,, when
taken into the human systemn, become transformed into
three substances, viz., the heaviest part of it becomes the
bones, the middling purt of it becomes the breain, and the
nicest part of it becomes the rdk or the organ of speech.
Therefore, Ol son, the mind consists of food, the prdna,
or vital breath, of water, and the vdk, or organ ol speech,
of fire” The son says :—“Oh father, explain the same
again by an illustration,” to which the father thus replies

“Just as when the enrd s churned, the nicest part vises
up and becomes butter, =0 the nicest part of the food
which is enten vises up (is sublimated 7)) and hecones the
mind.  The nicest part of the water which is drunk, rises
up and becomes the prina or vital Dreathi. The nicest
of those things in which the clement of five predominates
rises up and beunnes vik or the organ of speech, There-
fore. Oh son. the mind consists of food. the praane of
water, and the vdk of tive”  The son says:—* Explain,
Ol futher, the same subject still further”  The father
thercupon proceeds :—This Tuman being has sixteen
capacities or degrees, which wax or wane according as the
mind receives strength o is deprived of strength by the
aecession or - the deprivation of the nicest part of eaten
food. 1f you want to know this by actual experience, take
no food for fifteen days.  You may drink water as much
as you like : as the prdac or the vital bieath consists of
waler, you will die if you do not drink water,”  The son
accordingly ate no food for fifteen days, amnd on the six-
teenth day, he approached his father, and said © What
shall 1 say now 7 The father said-— Repeat the Rik
Yaju, and Sim Vedas which you have studied.”  The son
sud— Oh father, I do not vecolleet them,”  The father
then said to im— Just as a glow-worm-like ember, which
remains out of a large fire Ilmt was Kindled, is not able to
burn much in that state, so only one out of the sixteen
degroes of your mind is now remnining, and, therefore, you
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are not able to u.coll('f‘t, the Vedas. Follow my adviee anl
vou will again know everything,  You should HOW re-
commence to vat”  The son did so, and then again ap-
proached his father. The father asked him to repeat and
exphain the Rigveda, &e, and he did repeat and explain
everything that was asked, W hereupon the father said
to b, Ol son, just as when the glow-worm-like ember
ont of the large fire when fed by (!Il\') Qrass, glows again
into o large fire and s then able o bum a "I(‘.lt deal, in
the same manner, one ont of your sixteen cletrlcm was still
existing, and when it was fed by food awd thus made to
grow. you then could recolleet the Vedas,  Thus then, Ol
sou, the mind consists of food. the prdne or the vital
breath of uulm', and the vdl: or the organ of speech of gire.”

As Dr. Tanner has wow finished his self-imposed ordeal,
he will probably let the world know whether he found his
nemory  or other meutal faenlties impaired or affected,
wnd whether he fonnd it necessary to drink water, &e.*

- ——

THE HONOURED BABU PEARY CHAND MITTRA, F.'T. N,
of Caleutta, has sent us n copv of his latest publication,
a tract bearing the title of “ Stray Thoughts on Spiri--
tualism,” in which in his peculinrly succinet and nervous
style he has epitomized much useful information upon the
spiritual purt and life of man,  Few forcigners }mvc 50
perfeet o command of idiomatic Knglish, and few Indians
have laboured so long and devotedly to fan the embers of
]n.uhmtu, feeling in the hearts of their countrymen,  We
take it as o ]nuh compliment  that he clmulci say, as he
does in this ]mnphlct that our magazine “ should be read
by every native of India. as the ol)lcct of the Theosophi-
cal \ucmtv is to unfold the hidden treasures of Iudian
literature,”

————

DAVID B, DUDLEY, ESQ., M. 1), AN AMERICAN PUYSICIAN
and Surgeon of ability and learning, and a Conncillor of
the Theosophical Soctety, who has recently taken up his
residence at Bombay, wnd who contributed to our Augnst
number an interesting  paper upon Solar Yoleanoes, has
begun a corse of illustrated lectures upon the Human
Sye, before the Bumbay Branch of our \mnty The
mhmlmtmv disconrse was exeeedingly interesting,  Dr,
Dudley is o gradnate of the New York Huiversity and
the Now York College of Physicians and Surgeons, two of
the most famous among American schools of medicine and
surgery, At the latter he was o fellow student with the
lamented Dr, Doolittle.

- ——— -

WE ARE INDERTED ‘fO THY KINDNESS OF RALVANTRAO
Vinayank Shastree, Esq., of Shastree Hall, Bombay, for the
following  interesting ]".rlrml Jrom the ( /ummloqu-al
(mmlmn) Tebles of the Ene I/(‘Iup!l‘(/l(/, ]‘II’”)'(D})(D[IINH{[ Cabi-
not. Edition of 1857, ]).un: .)N‘)

“ 1814, * . * v s *
An Avabian philosopher at B:nssm'n transinntes, by means
of a white powder, from inelted pistol bullets into a picee of
gold, of the same weight, and valued at ninety piustres,
m the presence of M. (.ulqulluun Acting Resident.”

" e ’l'mmél did use water lhl'}l!;,'hﬂlll his Ioug fnst ~Eb. 'l’ll.
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UNDER THE AUSPICES OF THE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY.

T Proprictors have pleasure in announcing that this useful and popular periodical will begin its Second
Volume with the issue for October 1880,  All yearly subscriptions for the First Volume will expire with the number
for September 1880, and persons wishing to continue as subscribers must remit for the new term in advance as here-
tofore.” The same rates will be charged as before ; and the price being barely large enough to cover the cost of produc-
tion, no credit can or will be given in any case.

As a guarantee that the Proprictors will fully perform every engagement they call atiention to the fact that they
liave given their subscribers to the First Volume 318 pages of reading matter instead of the 240 puges promiscd.
This is equivalent to sixtcen full monthly numbers in a twelvemonth. The magazine has also appeared promptly
at the beginning of each month, and will continue to do so in future.

The Second Volume will be even more interesting than the first, contributions having been engaged from some
of the most cminent Asiatic, European and American scholars. The magazine will, as hitherto, be the true and un-
daunted friend of the Asiatic people and champion of their ancient philosophies and religions, Its projectors ask the
sympathy and co-operation of every Aryan patiiot.

‘ RATES OF SUBSCRIPTION (the cash invariably tv accompuny order) as follows :—

INDIA eairireseensesnesns B8 8 "STRAITS SETTLEMENTS, CuiNa, JaPAN HaLF YEaRLY RATE FOR INDIA ... Re. 4
CEYLUN  wimvenvnnisensoe gy 1 AND AUSTRALIA L einnisnerennen.. 15, 8 SixGLy Cory RaTtE ¥OR INpia,,,...Ans. 12

N Arricy, BEunrore axp NokTH AXD SOUTH AMERICA... £ 1
Remittances of every kind payable to order of “ The Proprictors of the TurosorHIsT,” Girgaum, Bombay, India.

b
POURTII EDITION, WITH ENGRAVED PORTRAIT OF TIHE AUTHOLR.

[SIS UNVEILED:

A MASTER-KEY TO THE MYSTERIES. OF ANCIENT SCIENCE AND THEOLOGY. By H. P. BLA.-
VATSKY, Corresponding Secretary of the Theosophical Socicty. 2 vols. large royal 8vo, of about 1400
pages, cloth extra, Rs, 25-——reduced from Rs. 30.

Opinions of Leading Journuls.

“ This monumental work * * # about everything relating to magic, mystery, witcheraft, religion, spiritualisin, which would Le
viluable in an encyclopedia.”— North dumerican Revieo.

“ Tt must be ncknowledged that she is a remarkable woman, who has read more, seen more, aud thought more than 1ost wise men.
Her work abounds in gnotations from a dozen different languages, not for the purpose of a vain display of erudition, but to substantiate her
,neculim‘ views, * * * her puges are gavinished with foot-notes establishing as her authorities some of the profoundest writers of the past.
To a large class of readers, this romarkable work will prove of absorbing interest. * * * * Demands the earnest attention of thinkers, and
merits an analytic veadiug.,”— Boston Evening Transeript.

“ The appearance of erndition is stupendous. Reference to aud quotations from the most unknown and obscure writers in all languages
abound, interspersed with allusions to writers of the highést repute, which have evidently been more than skimmed through”—Y. Y. fa-
dependeitt.

« An extremely rendable and exhaunstive cssay upon the paramount importance of re-establishing the Hermetic Philosophy in a
world which blindly gelieVes that jt has outgrown it."—N Y. World,

“ Most remarkable book of the season."—Count. Advertiser,

% To readers who have never made themselves acquainted with the literature of mysticism and alchemy, the volume will furnish the
materialy for an interesting study—a mine of curious informution,"— Lvening Post.

“They give evidence of much and multifarious research on the part of the author, and contain a vast number of interesting stories.
Personz fund of the marvellous will tind in them an abundance of eutertainment.”—.V, ¥, Sun.

* A murvellous book both in matter and manuer of treatment.  Some idea may be formed of the vavity and extent of its contents
when the index alone comprisey fifty pages, aud we venture nothing in saying that such an index of subjects was never before compiled by
any human being, ® * *® i}ut the book is a curious one and will no doubt find its way into libravies becnuse of the uniquo subject matter
it contains, * * * will certainly prove attractive to wll who arve interested in the history, theology and the mysteries of the ancient world.”’—
Duily Graphie.

“The present work is the fruit of her remarkable course of education, and amply contirms her cluims to the chiracter of wn adept in
seeret science, and even to the rank of a hierophant in the exposition of its mystic love,”--V, Y. Lribune.

* One who reads the book carefully through ought to know everything of the murvellous and mystical, except, perhaps, the passwords.
Isis” will supplement the Anacalypsis,  Whoever loves to read Godfroy Higgins will by delighted with Mne. Blavatsky, There is a great
resemblance Lctwecu their works,  Both have tried hard to tell everything upocryphal and apocalyptic. 1t is easy to forecast the recep-
tion of this ook, With its striking peculiarities, its audacity, jts versatility, and the prodigious vaviety of subjects which it notices and
handles, it is one of the remarkable productions of the century.”—-V, V. /lerald.

“ In nothing does Madame Blavatsky show hor wonderful ability in a more marked degree than in her use of the Eunglish language.
Her style is singularly vigorous, perspicuous and piquant.  Her scholarship is varied and comprehensive.  lu m»:taphysicnla keenness she
#hows a power that few writers of our day have attained to. We doubt if Mrs, Lewas (George Elliot), can L. called her equal in this respect.
Her critieal insight is also most remarkable. It seoms more like an intuition than the result of study, and yet that she has been a pro-
found student the authorities referred to in her work abundantly show, Frow the specimens we have sven of its pages we cau vouch for
ity absorbing interest, and for the strength and fascination of the style.”—Epes Surgeant. °

* We do not hesitats to expresy the opinion that she has made o gallunt auul] measurably successtul ollort at elucidating the most
absarbing and important problems life can furnish,  If the veil of Lsis has not indeed boen swept away, ab least so many of the folds have
Treen penjoved tl'mt.we are atforded a partial insight iuto the mysteries and splendors of the Goddess, " If our author bas not  achieved an
unquestioned triumph, where such a result would have been specially gratifying, she has at least the cousolution of knowine that she has
‘surpassed all her predezedsors in a tusk, complete fallure to ac hieve which would have involved no humiliation. She has pr:duceda unique
work, and it will become a classic.”— Sacramento Kecord- Union, 1
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« At wilbsupply along-felt national want—that of some
organ through which native scholars could make them-
selves felt in the European and American worlds of thought.
No Hindu need shrink from comparing the intellectual
monuments left by his ancestors with those left by the
progenitors of any Western people.  The workd has never
produced but one Vedic philosophy, and the first to fathom
the nature of the human soul were the Rishis,  Since the
Turosortist carefully abstains from politics, and its plan
is one of a Universal Brotherhood, it should be welcomed
by every sect and people throughout the world. And as
it recognizes the Aryans as the fathers of all religions and
sciences, Hindus owe it their enthusiastic support.”’—T'he
Amrita Bazar Patrika, (Caleutta) September 11, 1879,

T Though it takes the reader off and far away from
the beaten paths of Western classics, few can afford to
underrate the indications of thorough scholarship and
celectic philosophy with which several articles of this
number are replete,”—Bombay Review and Indian Ad-
vertiser, October 4, 1879, )

“aeeen The present number is well got up and contains a
number of excellent articles o the subjects of Theosophy,
Spirit,ualism, &Cuvver....The journal promises to achicve
much success and prosper.”—Indu-Prakush, (Bombay)
October 6, 1879. )

RSO The new periodical will probably obtain an cx-
tensive circulation amongst the Natives,"—Statesnn,
(Caleutta) October 7, 1874, o .

“aianes We have no space to do justice to all the articles
in the present number of the THEOSOPHIST, That it is a
credit to its promoters, no one will be disposed to deny.
The get-up is excellent for a Bombay press.  The Tiroso-
riist should find many readers."—21The Indiun Spectttor,
(Bombay) October 12, 1870,

e It is necdless to point out that a monthly maga-
zine under her (Mme Blavatsky’s) auspices cannot but
become a perindical of strong interest for the large and
varied public lying between the two religious extremes—
atheistic materinlisin on the onc side and simple orthodoxy
on the other.—1'he ioneer, (Alluhabad) October 11, 1874,

R .We can only say this much here that the issue to

hand fully meets the expectations that were formed of
it ns to the matter it would contain.  We wish every suc-
cess to the journal it so richly deserves.”—.Native Opinion,
(Bombay) October 26, 1879, _

“ e The THrosornist made its appearance, as pro-
mised, on the st of this month, and any one whose curio-
sity has been aroused by the nission of Madame Blz.wut.cky
and her friends from Americy, may find much to interest
them in a perusal of the varicd contents of the new

magazine...... "—The Times of India, October 15, 1879,
e There is a tone of elegance and scholarship about

the whole of this perivdical, which almost leads Eurojwan
readers to envy it.  The translations of the Indian sugrc(l
documents given have the advantage of being revised
by Hindus and there is, accordingly, a decidedly Oriental
aspect to the whole work, which contrasts with the attempts
certain Cerman speculators have made to see the Vedas
through the spectacles of Vaterland if not of Vater. All
students of Oriental lore who have derived their ideas
from the current philological treatises, which are, in fact,
chictly mere dilutions of Schleicher, must peruse this work
for themselves, and, if they have patience, will be able
to understand for themselves how some Hindus aceept all
the sacred writings of the Fast. A periodical of this
nature being published at the present moment niust attract
some attention on the part of the intelligent Hindus, who
(at least some of them) have not been altogether ground
down under the Mahomedan religion of .the East, Still
there is not a word in this puper which is offensive to any

cluss of theologinns, To show that it is a thoroughly

QO

learned production, it is merely, necessary to indicate that
the name appearing on the cover as conductor is that of
H. P. Blavatsky, the erudite author of “lIsis Unveiled,”
and one of the greatest living Oricntalists, We wish that
the THEosOPHIST did 1ot come out as far off as Bonbay.”
Public Opinion, (London,) November 1879,

“......lt is somewhat strange that the Yoga ]l)hilosophy 4
{

with its mysterious rites, which had almost died in India,
and which every educated native was taught to ridicule,
should receive help from this. uncxlpcctcd quarter, and
promise to rise again to be a disputed question......... But
whatever success the journal might attain in arresting the
progress of materialism, or in gaining over advocates to its
cause, it i3 none the less certain, that it shall prove on
other grounds eminently useful to our countrymen. The
large humanity it breathes in every column, the Universal .
Brotherhood it advocates, and the sympathy it extends to
all classes of people cannot but make it popular and at the
same time usefuf....."——Nat‘iw‘ Opinton, November 30,
1879. '

“...... It is a large, well-printed journal, full of intereat-
ing reading, much  of it contributed by natives of India,
and affording an insight into "the religious thought of the
far Enst...”"— The Spiritualist, (London) October 31, 1870, 1

“ ... We grect our coutemporary as a noble foe, and -
wish it all success in the domain of utility......"—7%he
Philosophic Inquirer, (Madras) January 11, 1880,

“The THEOSOPHIST has now outlived the necessity for

a friendly notice from its older contemporaries, But we -

have taken such interest in it from the beginning of its
career, it has so well justified our interest, that we need
1o excuse for returning to it for the fourth time. The
current (January) numnber is teeming with topics of peculiar
value to the Indophile in scichee, art, ‘and philosophy, |
while to him who ‘reads as he runs,’ its colunins open up
fresh avenues of thought which, like so many new dis- '
coveries, fill him with glad surprises and tend to expand ”
his narrow vision. In this rezpect the establishment of the .
THrosorHIST marks a new era in the history of modern
Aryavart; and every true Aryan heart will beat in unison .
with this expression of our sincere hope that the Turo-
SOPHIST may have a long, prosperous and useful career...”
Bombay Review and Indtan Advertiser, Jannary 17, 1880,

“The February number of the THEosoruisT has justh
been published, and it is perhaps the most interesting for
the luvers of mystical lore of any of the series.........” .
The Bombay Gazette, February 3, 1880,

“Its list of * additional subscribers’ throws a halg of golden
health over the columns, of this month's 1'HEosoPIIST,
This is satisfactory. “The feast of good things’ with”
which this lusty caterer monthly provides the public has":
received accession of strength nmr savour from a Parsi amd
a Moslem contributor.  This too is satisfactory......”
Dombay Review and Indian Advertiser, February 7, 1880, 0

“......The busy Theosophists have alrewdy created a
wide interest in their doings..."—The Harbinger of Light
(Melbourne). March 1, 1880, .

“......As regards the object in view in coming to Indigg
we cannot see that any other result but good can comf
of hunest endeavours to bring about a better, & close!
intimacy in thought, word and action between the variot
races to be found in the East, especially between ¢l
governing and the governed. We believe most sincere
that by far the larger portion of the evil that is at wog
in our possessions in the East, may be attributed to m '
wide gulf which separates the European ftom th’g'Nativf
—The Ceylon T'imes, June 5, 1880, R

“The Turosortust for May is tapidly ihcrcasing ijs
merits as a high-class literary organ......We marvel at the
beauty and accuracy with which this magazine is edited,
Public Oyinion; (London), June 12, 1880, '
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