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O U R  S E C O N D  Y E A  It.

Like all other jileasant things, our iirst year's relations 
with the T u k o s o p i i i s t ’s  subscribers are about to termi­
nate. The present is the  twelfth aud last num ber to be 
issued under their  contract with us. Thus every eiK w e- 
ment assumed by the proprietors of the magazine* has 
been honourably and liteially fulfilled. °

The c;use of the T i i k o s o p j i i s t  calls for a word or two 
of particular comment, Even in any large city of Europe 
or America, it is a very tare thing lor a  periodical o f  
this stamp to survive tlie natural indifference or hostility 
of the public for a whole year. Out of scores of attempts 
made within our own recollection, the successes are so 
few as to be scarcely worth mentioning. As a rule their 
term of existence has been in exact ratio with the lump 
sum their projectors have been ready to spend upon them. 
In India the prospect was far worse; for the people are 
poor, cut up into innumerable castes, not accustomed to 
take in periodicals, and certainly n o t  to patronize those pu t  
forth by foreigners. Besides, and especially, the custom 
has always been to give two, tine*; and even more years* 
credit to subscribers, and every Indian publication adver­
tises its lespective cash and credit terms of subscrip tion . 
All this we knew, and both Anglo-Indian and Native 
journalists of the largest experience warned us to antici­
pate failure ; under no circumstances, they thought, would 
it be (>ossible tor us to make succeed among so  apathetic 
a people so* strang.: a magazine, even though we should 
give unlimited credit. B u t as our o b je c t  was n o t  profit, 
and as the Society badly needed such an organ, we decided 
to make the venture. A sum large enough to pay the  
entire cost ot the magazine toi one year wa.s set aside, 
and the first number appeared promptly on the .lay announ­
ced— October 1 st, Believing tha t  the credit system
Was absolutely pernicious, and having seen the universal 
adoption in America of the plan of cash payment in 
advance and its unmi.xed ail vantages, we announced that 
the la tter would be the rule of this office. The results 
are already known to our readers : in the fourth month 
the magazine reached, and before the half year was gone, 
passed tha t  ticklish point where income and expenses 
balance each otliei, ami its success was an assured fact 
Many subscribers have been so anxious for our prosperity 
th a t  they have sent us their money to pay for the maga­
zine two years in advance, and others have told us wo 
may count upon their patronage as long as they may live.

I t  goes without saying th a t  the projectors of the T h k o -  
SOl’llIS T  have b*en inexpressibly delighted with the  att'ec- 
tionatc response to their appeal to the Asiatic people for 
support in an a t tem p t  to snatch from the dust of obli­
vion the treasures of Aryan wisdom. What heart th a t  
was not made of stone could be untouched by so much 
devotion its has been shown us and our sacred cause of 
human brotherhood ‘ Ami it is our pride and joy to l e -  
•dize tha t  all these friends have clustered around us, even 
a. hen we were under the heavy burden of the suspicions 
ot the Indian (Joveriiment, because they have believed us 
to be sincere and true , the  friends aud brothers of the
i.rdent sons of Asia. I f  our first year began in uncertain­
ty  it ile-es all bright and full of promise. Where our



magazine had one Avell-wisher then, now it has twenty, 
and by tlio beginning of tlie third year will have filly. I t  
has become a necessity to  hundreds of young Aryan pa­
triots, who love to know what their ancestors were so 
tha t  they may at least dream of emulating them, i t  has 
won a place in the regard of even Anglo-Indians, of which 
class many in influential positions take it. I ts  merits tis 
an Oriental magazine have been acknowledged by a num ­
ber of the first Orientalists of Europe, who have been bv it 
introduced for the first time to some of the  most learned 
of Asiatic priests, pandit* and shmtrces. In another place, 
in this number will be found a few of the kind words that 
have been said to and about us, a t  this and the other 
side of the world. In short, the Theosophical Socicty, 
and its organ, the TiiKosnpillsT, are now so firmly estab­
lished th a t—entirely apart  from the  splendid results of 
the mission to Ceylon—every lover of t ru th  may well 
rejoice.

Were we inclined to boasting wc m ight hold out very 
attractive inducements to subscribers for the second volume. 
Wo prefer to let our past performance stand ;is guarantee 
of what we will do in the future. We have engaged so 
many valuable articles by the best writers of Asia, Europe 
and America tha t  we have no hesitancy in promising 
th a t  the Til HOSOPliiST of 1880-81 will be still more interest­
ing and instructive than it  has been for 1870-80. N a tu ­
rally, tlie Ceylon voyage, and the  taking into the Theo­
sophical Society of every Buddhist priest in the Island 
of any reputation for ability or learning, will lead to 
such a complete exposition of Buddhism in these columns, 
by the men best qualified to speak, as m ust arrest un i­
versal attention. No Oriental magazine in the  world could 
ever point to such an array of learned contributors as 
the Tuf.osoi'IIIST may already pride itself upon.

There will be no change in the terms of subscription, as 
we wish to make it possible for even the poorest clerk to 
take the magazine. Our friends must not forget tha t  the 
American plan embraces two features, viz,, the subscription 
money must he in the manager’s hands before any copy 
is sent ; and the journ a l is discontinued at the e.rpiration 
o f thi- term subscribed fo r .  These two rules are invariable, 
and they have been announced on the lirst page in every 
issue, as mav be seen upon referring to tho Publisher's 
notices. The September number is, therefore, the last 
tha t will be sent to our present subscribers, except to such 
as have paid for a further term. And as it takes time 
both to  remit money and to open a new set of books, we 
advise all who wish to receive the October number a t 
the usual time, to forward their  subscriptions a t once. We 
m ust again request th a t  all cheques, hundis, money-orden?, 
registered letters and other re irittances on account of the 
magazine may be made to the order of “ the Proprietors 
of the T j i k o s o I ’M I S T ,”  and to no one else.

As an inducement to friends to make special 
exertions to increase the circulation of our magazine, we 
hereby otter the two volumes of “ Isis Unveiled,’’ of the 
latest edition, a.s a prize for the  person who shall (luring 
the next six months procure the largest num ber of sub­
scribers a t  our advertised rates. The competitor must 
himself send us the names and money, or if not the latter, 
then a  certificate from each subscriber tha t  he consents to 
have his name credited on the competitor’s list.

A r.EKTLEMAN’ WHO IS t'oNSIDKUKD HV SOMK OV THF. 
London Theosopliists to be be tter veiled in the  literature 
of Occultism than any fellow of our British branch, 
w ishes:—

1. To purchase a copy of the Madras Mahatma (liana 
Yogi's pamphlet on Raja Yoga.

2. A copy of Dr. Ballantyne s translation of tho lirst 
two chapters of Patanjali’s Aphorisms of the Yoga Philo­
sophy.

3. That our contributors should give ua sonic more in ­
teresting facts about the l)n<inne*ltvari.

4. Trustworthy information about the “ black Agra 
hhatteh mirrors, whether they are of any real use in deve­
loping clairvoyant power and inducing Samadhi.'' If so, 
are they procurable and a t  wliat cost ?”

We hope our brother’s wishes may be realized, and re­
quest any one having the desired information to send it to 
these Head-quarters.

T I1 E  S P R E A D  O P  B U D D 1 IJ S M  I N  W E S T E R N  

C O U N T R IE S .

According to the  Catholic Review, Buddhism is making 
progress in America, not as a mere philological s tudy as 
in Europe amongst scholars of the present (lav, bu t  we 
arc assured as a religion. Buddhism, according to this 
authority, " is  becoming quite fashionable, and in some 
circles i t  is considered in ‘ better  form’ than Ritualism.” 
F u r th e r  proof is afforded in the very large sale tha t  Mr. 
Arnold's “ L ight of Asia” (reviewed in our October number) 
has had, and the almost enthusiastic praise bestowed upon 
the charactcr and teachings of the  ‘ H indu Saviour,’ by 
the American press. There is not room for the slightest 
doubt th a t  if some Buddhist orator like “ the silver-ton­
gued M egittuwatte” as Colonel Olcott dubbed him, should 
visit the U nited  States with such a competent interpre­
ter as Mr 1’annabokkc, of Kandy, or Mr. Karunaratne, of 
.Panadure, anil preach the pure, unadulterated doctrine of 
Buddha, he would win thousands of converts.

In our Ju n e  issue appeared an appeal from a London 
philanthropist for the  sending of Buddhist missionaries 
to England, and now in a recent editorial discussion of the 
subject of Buddhism in Europe, the Pioneer says :—

“ I t  is  reckoned that, ou t o f  the  e ig h t hundred m illion s nml odd 
who form  th e  population  of our p lan et, about four hundred m il­
lio n s pro fess t lie  creed of S ak ya  M u n i. One of th e  doctrines of 
th a t  ereed, ns ordinarily  professed, is X ir v n n a  ; in w liieli it is im ­
plied th a t the  life  w e lend in th e  w orld is so necessarily  and irre­
m ed iably  Imd, tlm t the on ly  (nippiness for m an consists iu leaving
il. N o t  a t  our ow n p leasure ; th ere  is, it  Recms, a ‘ canon against 
se lf-slau gh ter but to l> c  called  aw ay liy  a  g en tle  Munitions, to bo 
‘ blow n ou t lik e  a la m p .’ T h is  doctrine is now  extend ing ltoyoiid 
th e  contincs o f  A sia. A n d  it  is  one th a t m ust lie d istinguished  
from th e  passing m oods and  outcries o f poets, and such  frivolous 
p ciaons as g iv e  vent, from  tim e  to tim e, to im |ia ticn t murmurs 
am i lon gin gs for rest w h en  tem porarily  w eary w ith  th e  burden  
of life. S u ch  occasional v o ices have been heard, from  Sophocles 
w ith  h is

“ Not to be born, su rp asses all device,
B u t h aving been , to  go th e  q u ick est back 
T here w hence w c cnme, is far the  second  b est, ’

dow n to  t lie  so n n et in  r e e p u l  Leave*, ob jected  to  in  the lust CaU 
ciittu  Jtceieie, w here M r. K ecno  sa y s thnt

“ N one could b ear th e  happiest hum an lot 
B ut for d ea th ’s  cold  lig h t on th e  horizon shilling."

T h ese  sp asm od ic com p la in ts nrc n ot true B uddhism . I t  w as re­
served  for Schopenhauer and h is successor, Von lliir tin an n , to 
reproduce N irvan a  as a sy stem atic  o b ject of aspiration iu modern 
Euro|»c ; and to  oiler to  the  i l i te  o f recent progress the  consoln lions 
th a t  sa tis fy  th e  ignorant m u ltitu d es o f  C eylon  and C hina. Tho 
idea is pursued in G erm any w ith  u n relen tin g  v igour.”

The Pioneer inveighs against this tendency in European 
contemporary thought, calling the doctrine of Nirvana 
pessimistic to the last degree, and regarding it as a mental 
disease. I t  may not be known to our respectable con­
temporary tha t  the  Buddhist priests themselves by nn 
means agree tha t  a tta inm ent of Nirvana implies the total 
annihilation of consciousness. More than one very active 
and learned controversy has been carried on upon this 
q u e s t io n ,  and to-day the opposing schools are led respec­
tively by the  Right Rev. Hikkaduwe Sumangala, for tho 
affirmative, and the Rev. l ’otuwila Indajoti, for the nega­
tive. Buddhistic philosophy in its refined esoteric aspect 
differs very little from the crecd of the Vedanta school, 
and still less from the  secret doctrine that can be read 
between the lines of the Veda by one whose perceptions 
have been really awakened. In  a future number we will 
present the  views of the two schools of Buddhists respect­
ing Nirvana, and try  to make the subject intelligible 
to our readers.



[Translated from tho Italian original.]

A D D R E S S  OF T H E  P R E S I D E N T  O F  T H E  

I O N I A N  m E O S O P I I I C A L  B R A N C H  

A T  COR FU .

UPON PRESENTING THE CHARTER OK CONSTITUTION TO 

THE EELLOWS.

BV a i a s o n  TA3(jUALE MENELAO, D.L., PRESIDENT OK T1IK URANCU.

D e a r  B r o t h e r s  : Of' the many ami different meetings 
iu which I  have presided in my life, this one is for me the 
most agreeable of all, because it  has not for its object any 
worldly interest, or any politic.il scheme. N or is i t  for liter­
ary discussions th a t  we have this day assembled together, 
bu t to see ourselves confirmed iu the sacred and sublime 
office of confessors of progress, I  dare uot say of Truth, 
because it  being located in an elevated site, i t  is not easily 
accessible, more especially to myself, who am powerless 
and void of merits.

Nevertheless, I  see, my dear Brothers, th a t  in spite of 
the barriers and thorns by which we are surrounded in 
these places, we have progressed a step further towards 
our object, for wo aro here united in tho same faith with 
the same determination of progressing, and, therefore, 1 
trust  th a t  our object may be prosperous.

To crown our wishes to satisfy our desires, the worthy 
Central Society has sent us the Charter, which I present 
to you tha t  i t  may be deposited in our archives.

I f  until now our Society had been vacillating and u n ­
certain, let us trust tha t  from this moment we may be 
fixed and settled and our duties be more assiduous, more 
positive and sincere.

I t  is true th a t  the belief in One F irs t  Cause, in the 
individuality and immortality of the  hum an soul., in its 
eternal progress, in tlie firm desire to ameliorate our own 
moral condition, in loving our neighbours as ourselves, in 
rendering ourselves useful to all humanity, in endowing 
our intellect, our faith and our belief, faith and belief 
which we feel as if born in us or brought with us from a 
previous existence, all this is true, I  see it, I  hear it  a t 
every moment repeated by you, I  rejoice and heartily 
rejoice and feel happy for i t ; b u t  this is not enough, great 
ideas must not only be felt, not only be loved, b u t  we must 
exercise and develop them, we m ust make them  evident, 
own them and teach them by word and in deed.

W hat are we, therefore, to do, in order to render our- 
Belves worthy of the trust placed in us by our Central 
Society ? How are we to act in order to be gradually 
initiated into the sublime knowledge of the Aryan Philo­
sophy ? How shall we hope to be allowed to penetrate  
the secrets of nature, which are in the  power of those 
supreme beings called Adepts ? How shall we bo able 
to procure for ourselves the heavenly pleasure, as also the 
satisfaction of being useful to our follow-creatures, not 
only with our moral, b u t  also, with our natural means, 
availing ourselves of tha t  power iu N a tu re  which lies a t  
our disposal.

Several of you, Brothers, have tasted and will taste the 
divine pleasure of healing or mitigating the  infirmities of 
your suffering brothers by mesmerism. I, too, w ithout 
attributing it  to my knowledge or to other merits (which 
I  do not possess) have been and am happy whenever, by 
the simple laying of my hands, and imploring the  help of 
the Author of the power of creation have cured and do 
cure several, nay many cases of dangerous fevers, wounds, 
hemorrhages and even some of cholera. B u t this is not 
the only power attainable by m a n ; more occult, greater 
and deeper mysteries, are yet to be unveiled, and the 
knowledge of these is likew ise a favour which is not g ran t­
ed to the first comer. To dispose more or less of the 
force of nature, it  is not given to all, because every one 
would not make good use of it. The heart of m an is for 
the greater part prone to evil, clinging to the things of the 
earth, more than to the heavenly treasures, or iu better

words, to terrestrial life ra ther  than  to spiritual things. 
W h a t  would happen if tho occult sciences were in the 
hands of rogues ? They would not use them to advan­
tage, honor, and progress, b u t  as instruments of vengeance, 
corruption, and iniquity.

I f  we will with a determined mind advance, if we wish 
to render ourselves useful to ourselves and our brothers, 
morally, intellectually and physically, we m ust propose 
to guide our actions, our thoughts, our will in all and for 
all, and follow the precepts which our honorable Society 
prescribes to us. This obedience, however, m ust not be 
blind nor mechanic, bu t rational and dignified. We m ust 
obey so far ns the  orders, injunctions and counsels agree 
with our reason and are proportionate to our moral anil 
intellectual means. And no more is asked of us.

T h a t  in order to approach the sublime and magnificent 
temple of Truth, it is necessary to consent to sacrifices, 
privations and efforts, every one will admit. In  or­
der to embellish the soul with tru th , and enrich it  with 
knowledge, zeal, diligence and firm will are necessary.

Allow me, my dear Brothers, to make to myself an ob­
servation which I do not consider useless, which is, 
th a t  however trifling a th ing  may be, yet it  cannot be 
obtained here below without an  effort.

This granted, is it  ever possible for us to attain the 
notion of wisdom and t ru th  without doing all th a t  lies 
in our power to ascend to tho sum m it of th a t  mountain 
where they reside '( Can over the  sun of justice and 
progress impart his benignant rays to humanity if wo 
do not destroy vice, if we do not popularize virtue, if we 
do not disperse the gloom of ignorance, prejudice and 
superstition { Do we not see how many difficulties are 
conjured up against us in the official religion, in th a t  
science which immovable will s tandstill  on its platform of 
matter, decked with rottenness, with doubt in its soul and 
with the hypocritical mask of bold certainty ( Shall wc bo 
disheartened ? Shall we be terrified or stopped by threats, 
hy mockery, by scorn, or by sarcasm ? No ; a hundred times 
over I  say, no. Though our number is not now great, 
though our intellectual faculties be limited, though the 
pa r t  of action be restrained, we shall well make up  this 
deficiency by being firm, immovable, compact, and united 
as the Romans were ; and thus wc shall render ourselves 
strong.

Let us bind ourselves, together therefore,morally, and if 
we wish to be something, let us have faith in the future 
of H um anity  and in the necessary progress of it, and thus 
we shall render ourselves more worthy of the happy idea 
to which we have consecrated ourselves. L e t  us not be 
terrified a t  the  sight of the  fatigue, difficulty, hardship, 
privation and sacrifice. Let us call to mind the words of 
D ante  iu his chapter  xxiv. of the Inferno :—

“ Disse il Maestro, i-.he scggcmlo in pinrna 
“ In fama non si vion, ne sotto coltio : ’

L et us mirror ourselves iu the example of the lovers 
of humanity. L e t  us imitate them. L e t  us follow their 
footsteps in their  firmness, in their  bravery, in the ir  con­
stancy in despising persecution, mockery, calumny, ami 
torture.

I t  is true th a t  we, and .specially myself, are so insigni­
ficant th a t  we are not worthy of the  chance of being like 
those clever masters of progress, but, if we will, wo may 
still do good. Let us m ake ourselves useful by spreading 
th a t  light which is communicated to us. Let. us not 
limit ourselves to words. L e t  us add to them th e  power­
ful teaching of facts, and if we cannot be exemplary, let us 
not, a t  least, g’ive cause for scandal. Let us begin by cor­
recting our defects, by extirpating our evil tendencies from 
our hearts. L et us adapt ourselves to a life of temperance 
and activity.

Offended, let us forgive ; offenders, let us ask pardon.
Let us love justice for ourselves as well as for others. 

L et us hate  and combat every undeserved privilege in our 
own favour or of others.



Let us promote popular education and m ake i t  obliga­
tory, nnd particularly so a inong women, tliat we may 
emancipate them  from tlie thraldom of priestcraft.

Lot us protect the  orphans : let us defend tho interest
of the  weak and of the widow.

L e t  us shake off pride. L e t  us exclaim with a  gcne- 
rous cry against prostitution, debauchery, ill-conduct— the 
consequences of materialism and superstition.

Let us fight against the  death penalty and let us 
d e tes t  the infamy of war, and more so the right of the 
.strongest. Let us join in defending those who protect us, 
controlling nevertheless the immoderate exigencies of the 
demagogues and the revolutionists who behave in the way“ O *
in which they do with had motives.

Let us acknowledge the expansive nnd universal love, 
not only for humanity, bu t  also for all creation, because 
all e ither  by silent or expressed love (he what it may) 
tends to the unity of the .Supreme Love. Let us place 
the  brotherhood of nations as the  tirst of our wishes 
(desires) and let us hasten th a t  holy (blessed) moment 
when the  whole of m ankind will be gathered in one 
fold and will have but one shepherd.

Let us part with and forsake vanity, crime, and pas­
sions; may our views be serious, wise, humble, modest and 
dignified. Acting in this way wc may hope to live with a 
free conscience, confident (as we shall be) of having neg­
lected nothing in our power to render ourselves useful.

Courage, brothers, let us push on. Let us begin by 
trying to purify our souls by restraining our passions. Let 
us subject bru te  to man, sense to reason, and interest to 
duty. L et us lay aside all hatred or rancours if there be 
any among us, or against any one of our other brothers 
in humanity, and if we have done wrong voluntarily or 
involuntarily, let us compensate. Let us become the  men 
of duty, anil let us keep ourselves always on the  right, 
side of our rights. L e t  the  sacred (ire of Love be al­
ways burning in our hearts. L e t  us be worthy of it, and 
tho Suprem e Architect will recompense us according to 
the efforts wc have made in trying to progress.

1 conclude, my dear Brothers, by begging your kind 
forgiveness for the  trouble I  may have caused you with 
these few and poor expressions ; supply my deficiencies 
with your intellect. Correct me freely on those points on 
which I  may have gone astray, and 1 shall feel th a n k ­
ful to you.

Brothers, I  shall not fail to be your in terpreter  before 
the Mother Society to express to her our gratitude, and in 
your name also I shall thank her for the high lavour bes­
towed upon us and make the sincere vows for the pro­
sperity of H u m an ity  and for all the Branches of our So­
ciety.

NOTE HY 'I'HE EDITOH.

The inaugural addresses of the respective presiding 
officers of the  Ionian and Bombay Branches of the Theoso­
phical Society, which appear side by side in the present 
.number, so well illustrate its policy of m utual tolerance 
and confraternity, th a t  we bespeak for each a careful read­
ing. H ere  we see th e  Ita lian  th inker  moved by the  same 
lofty aspirations for individual perfection and the happi­
ness and enlightenm ent of mankind, as the Parsi th inker 
of Bombay. And though the  one conceives of the First 
Cause, or Deity, quite differently from the  other, whose an ­
cestors from time immemorial have worshipped the Sun as 
a visible type of Hormazd, yet a common religious feeling 
moves the heart of each, and a  common instinct makes him 
see the way upward towards the t ru th  brighter and clear­
er by the light of Theosophy. Ours is not- an atheistical 
society, though it  does contain atheists ; nor is it  a Chris­
tian one, even though our brother Dr. Wyld, President of 
tho British Theosophical Society, would have us accept 
Jesus  ns the most divine personage th a t  ever appeared 
among men. Our Fellows are of the  most varied opinions 
and each has a right to claim respect for liis ideas as he 
is bound to respect those of his brothers. Wo have 
presidents who are severally Christian, Deist, B ud­

dhist,, H indu and A th e is t ; none dogmatizers, none claim­
ing to bo wiser or more infallible than the other, yet each 
taking the  other by the hand, calling him brother, anil 
helping him and being helped in the  divine quest after 
knowledge. N or are all, or even a large minority, students 
of occult sciences, for rarely is the  true mystic born. Few, 
a la s ' have they over been who so yearned after the dis­
covery of N a tu re ’s secrets :is to be willing to pursue that 
hard and unselfish course of study : and our own century 
can show fewer than any of its predecessors. As to t,lie 
secrets of the Theosophical Society, when we mention the 
masonic-like signs of recognition, and the privacy’ secured 
for the handful who do make their  experiments in psy­
chological science, all has been said. The Parent Society 
is, in one word, a Republic of Conscience, a brotherhood 
of men in search of the  Absolute Truth . As was sulli- 
eiently explained in our opening October number, every 
one of us professes to be ready <o help the other, whatever 
the branch of science or religion to which his personal 
predilections may lead him.

I N A U G U R A L  A D D R E S S  B E F O R E  T L IE  B O M B A Y  

T H E  O S O P 1 IT C A L  S O C IE T Y .

15 Y K H ARSED.II N. SEE R V A I, VIC’E -PH E SID E N T, 1*11 ESI DENT, 
l>ro le n t.

A t the first meeting under our new Charter when we 
enter upon our duties .as members of the Bombay Theoso­
phical Society, it seems necessary th a t  we should begin 
with forming a clear idea, as far as possible, of what we 
arc as Theosopliists. All the members m ust have at some 
time or other set th is  question to themselves, and answer­
ed it  more or less satisfactorily to themselves. In  the 
first number of the  T h e o s o p h i s t  two elaborate and high­
ly learned articles we devoted to the two questions, 
“ W hat is Theosophy,” and “ W h a t  are tho Theosopliists.” 
B u t the vastness of the  questions and the  great learning 
th a t  is necessarily employed in answering them and above 
all their  paramount importance to us, make it very desir­
able tha t  we should have, a t  the  outset of our course of stu­
dies, a free ami patient discussion and criticism on the  sub­
ject. I  now lay before you what I  understand. My views 
are of course not authoritative. I  put them forward as I 
have them, to be discussed and criticized, so th a t  in the 
end, each one of us may have a sufficiently clear and de­
finite understanding as to what is Theosophy and what 
are the Theosopliists.

From the  subjects that Theosophy deals with and 
criticizes, as far as we have had tbe opportunity of observ­
ing, we see th a t  it covers the whole ground occupied by 
Religion, Philosophy and Science. I t  has something to 
say by way of confirmation or correction to each of these. 
I f  it  said nothing more than what Religion, Philosophy and 
Science teach us, Theosophy would be useless. B u t as 
we will see in the sequel, it  says a good deal more than 
each one of these embodiments of truths, or all of them 
combined, tell us. Covering them all under its wings, 
it  corrects the  faults and errors of each one and leads them 
on far beyond their  p resent position. W e will, therefore, 
understand very clearly Theosophy as a whole, if w’e con­
sider it separately in its relation with Religion, with Philo­
sophy and with Science.

The question, therefore, th a t  we have to begin with is— 
W h a t  is Religion ? N o word seems to be more familiarly 
used than  the  word religion, and I  should th ink  no word 
is more indefinitely understood than this. I f  we look at 
the different systems which are known under the name 
of religion, and see w hat functions they are intended to 
perforin we find th a t  a t  tho base of all the huge accumu­
lation of rituals, ceremonials and observances, there is one 
avowed object common to all religions— whether they arc 
claimed to be revealed or natural religions— they have all 
one object, viz., to convey the will of God to man. They 
tell what man should believe and do ; and the only reason 
advanced for what he is required to believe and do is



th a t  God so wills. Tho religious, therefore, contain a code 
of morality which has the authority  of the command of 
God, and givo an authoritative declaration as to what God 
is and what is his relation to man and to the universe. Iu 
the infant state  of tho humun mind such authoritative 
declarations are not <|uestioued. R ather they are needed, 
aro reverentially accepted and devoutly followed. Religion, 
therefore, at this stage of tlie human mind, serves an impor­
ta n t  purpose. B u t ns tlio human mind grows to maturity, 
what was sufficient for its childlike capacity ceases to be 
so. I t  is disinclined to receive things a t  second hand, if 
i t  can look at them directly and get nt n rational convic­
tion of their tru th  or otherwise. Instead of being con­
ten t  with receiving things ou au thority  as it  did in its 
feeble infant state, it  begins to speculate and employ its 
reason lor discerning whether things are as they are said to 
be and why they are so. Here  is the  beginning of philoso­
phy. Herein is the  first germ of scepticism. I f  reli­
giousness means duty to hold beliefs on authoritative! 
declaration, to hold them irrespective of facts whether 
reason suppoits them or not, in short to disallow to reason 
the  r ight to judge of beliefs which religion inculcates, 
then  we may say th a t  with the beginning of philosophy 
irreligiousness begins.• The idea of religion in the ortho­
dox sense coincides with the era of ignorance. For the 
th inking man religion must be philosophised or for him 
philosophy is religion. This necessity is recognised by the 
heads and representatives of religious systems, as it  has 
been felt by the free-thinking laymen. Some philosophers 
like St. Augustine, construct a system of philosophy to 
confirm and establish the teachings of the religion they 
profess. Others more independent, see insuperable diffi­
culties philosophically to arrive a t any knowledge about 
God, the soul, its existence and survival after death, the 
universe as a whole and its relation to God. As long as 
man believed what was taugh t to him, on what he consi­
dered the divine authority, these questions presented 
to him no difficulty. N ot because his reason solved those 
difficulties, but because he cared not to employ his reason. 
H e  was satisfied to take for granted  what was told to him 
and there the m atter  ended. In  such a jwssive sta te  we 
might happily remain if our mind never emerged from 
this childlike state of contentment. B u t  every day th a t  
goes, carries us forward in the course of advancement. I t  
is the characteristic of man to be inquisitive of all the 
subjects tha t come within the  range of his thoughts. The 
successes that he has achieved iu some departm ents of 
knowledge make him bold and confident of atta in ing 
success by following the same rational method of investi­
gation in all directions. The man of science joins with 
the free-thinking philosopher to wage war against the 
claims of religion. Accept on faith, says religion, the 
tru ths which philosophy cannot reach aiul science cannot 
penetrate. Nay, say philosophy and science, to accept 
t ru ths upon faith is an unintelligible phrase. We are 
votaries of truth, b u t  tru th  is not tru th  unless our under­
standing can accept it. W hile religion stands a t one ex­
treme, science iu the heat of the controversy rushes to 
the other extreme. In its investigations iu the  material 
universe, science day after day makes wonderful discoveries 
aud traces the uniform agency of constant laws in the midst 
of endless diversity. I t  views nothing as providential. 
All the phenomena iu the universe it  will trace to their 
physical causes. I t  forms mental science and moral science 
on the physical basis. I t  views religion as mere dogmatism, 
philosophy in its transcendental speculations, as vague 
and dreamy ; science alone can furnish man with positive 
knowledge and more important still, useful knowledge. 
The physical universe admits of being brought under 
direct observation, experiment and verification, and the 
great tr iumph of all this is tha t  it  enables man to bring 
about certain events in the future and predict them  under 
given conditions with perfect precision. The 'subjects of 
religion and philosophy inasmuch as they deal with the 
non-material universe, and as they, therefore, do not admit 
of these tests, are not worth the while of man to waste 
time and trouble upon. They are mere superstitions,

bequeathed to us by the old ignorant Past. There is 
nothing for man to know beyond m atter and what m ateria l  
da ta  will lead him to. Thus, science drags us forcibly into 
materialism. Thus arbitrary and dogmatic religion, in ­
complete and incompetent philosophy, aud audacious 
science all combine to destroy the most cherished and the 
most ancient of our belief's, destroy all our spiritual intui­
tions. W hat can rescue us from this sad sta te  ? I answer, 
Theosophy.

The world has been prepared for Theosophy in our 
times by what are known in the Western world as spiri­
tual phenomena. These phenomena staggered theconfidenee 
and positiveness of science. Books and journals are full 
of well-authenticated events which occurred in violation 
of all the physical laws known to and accepted by science. 
Heavy things would bo seen swimming about iu the  air in 
violation of the law of gravitation, canied  by some u n ­
seen or unknown being or force. Beings of more or less 
intelligence would manifest themselves at  spiritual seances 
and declare themselves the spirits or ghosts of those who 
had lived aud died iu this world. They would represent 
themselves sometimes as dead friends, a t  others as dead 
relatives or a.s quite  strangers, and converse with the per­
sons assembled, ou diverse matters. All those who clung 
to the belief iu the existence and immortality of the sou), 
but whose scientific education showed them th a t  there 
was a want of data on which the belief could be logically 
founded, all these naturally rushed to these events as the 
most welcome evidences they so much wanted. All ghost 
stories were raked up and fondly read and re-read to see 
liow far they were authenticated. But there was one 
weak point. These spiritual intelligences, as we may call 
them, tha t  held converse with men in this fashion may he 
either the spirits or ghosts of the departed or may he 
beings of a different order from ourselves. Below man we 
see myriads of animated existences. Innumerable as these 
are, they do not exhaust all possible existences nor fill the  
whole universe. Beings of an order and nature different 
from ours may people the vast universe about ns and tho 
spiritual phenomena we witness may be due to theagencv 
of these beings. This view came to be supported by the 
fact that in many cases the guests from the unseen uni­
verse exhibited intelligence and capacity far below those 
of men they personated. In many cases they were below 
even the average intelligence of mankind. Often they 
talked most silly and ridiculous and even false and 
contradictory things. Often they betrayed a mischievous 
delight iu deluding their hum an interrogators. Nay, 
further, the sensitive persons called the mediums, through 
whom they manifested themselves, in a number of cases 
deteriorated in constitution, character, aud morals. The 
intercourse with these denizens of the unseen world 
seemed in great many eases to be anything bu t in­
structive ami elevating. All these considerations lead 
to tho conclusion th a t  it  is very improbable th a t  these 
visitors of ours are the spirits of departed men, 
b u t  tha t  thoy arc some independent beings. Even in 
cases where the communications nro sensible and true 
it  is as much possible th a t  our interlocutors are the in­
dependent beings who are well disposed and better in­
formed, as tha t  they are the spirits of the departed. At 
any rate it  is not certain th a t  the  beings who communi­
cate with us a t  the seances are the spirits of the dead. 
And thus these spiritual phenomena as they are called do 
not furnish us with data  th a t  can prove to us with certain­
ty the existence of soul and its immortality. Vet these 
spiritual phenomena have gained one great point against 
the materialism of science. They establish beyond doubt 
the existence of forces or beings which do not obey 
the laws of matter, and have nothing in common with 
the material world. To distinguish these, therefore, from 
the material we may designate them as the spiritual 
bengs or agencies. This is, indeed, an immense gain and 
deals a death-blow to materialism.

These spiritual phenomena, however, are but scattered 
unconnected facts, and so long as they are such, our know­
ledge of the spiritual universe docs not amount to much



ju s t  ns our knowledge of the physical universe did not 
am ount to much till we raised tlie knowledge of mere 
facts to scientific knowledge. We are said to possess 
scientific knowledge in any particular departm ent of 
N a tu re  when we have succeeded in uniting  the  scatter­
ed facts under the highest possible generalizations or com­
mon laws, ami have acquired the  power to predict future 
events under given conditions, and to bring about the 
events when we can arrange the necessary conditions and 
control the laws. Can we raise to a science the phenomena 
of modern spiritualism > Can we c a n y  our knowledge 
beyond the  phenomena to the laws which’ these phenom e­
na obey ? Ami, knowing the laws, do we know how to 
control them  and so produce the phenomena nt will ? I f  
we enn, then we have raised modern spiritualism to the 
dignity of science. And Theosophy does that, Tlie ad ­
vanced Thco.so|)hist can produce at will all the pheno­
mena tha t  occur at spiritual seances. W hile modern 
spiritualism is a mere collection of phenomena. Theoso­
phy is the science of these phenomena, or, in short, 
the science of spiritualism, do ing  beyond these phe­
nomena, it has a close and intimate view of the spir­
itual universe tha t lies behind them, and of its laws, 
its influences, and its beings. '.I'hose who are familiar with 
the  phenomena of clairvoyance are aware tha t by the 
will of the mesmerizer the  pa tien t  is thrown into such n 
deep sleep, or trance ns it is called, thnt the  body is in 
every respect, n corpse, the soul of the patient is released 
from the body, its vision is immensely enlarged, and as if 
tim e and distance nre 110 impediments to it, in nn instant 
it  ranges over the  most distant places, till by the  will of 
the operator the soul returns to tlie body which thus be­
comes reanimated. W e thus see the duality of m atter 
and spirit in man. The more our spiritual self is freed 
from the control nnd weight of the  material self, the 
greater is our freedom from physical impediments and the 
greater becomes our capacity for knowledge and for work 
in the  universe. The true theosophical mystic acts upon 
these facts. His aim is to subdue his physical nature  and 
its wants and desires to the utmost limit possible, and 
develop the  spiritual nature to the  highest extent possible. 
In  proportion to liis success in doing this, the mightier 
man he becomes. And you can easily imagine the  immensi- 
tyofknowledge aud power the highest Theosophist possesses, 
who has succeeded in gaining a complete mastery over his 
material, or as it is more significantly expressed animal, 
nature, who has developed his spiritual self to such an 
ex ten t th a t  he is thoroughly spiritualized, who is wholly 
a spirit or spirit-man. He has by internal development 
gained all the  powers tha t the freed soul manifests in 
cases of clairvoyance, and, starting from what we know of 
the powers of a mesmerizer, we may say he is to the 
mesmerizer in his command over the  outside world what 
a full-grown, perfectly-developed, aud healthy man is to an 
infant ju s t  born.

Many details of argum ent and fact can be supplied, de­
tails which the I  si* Unveiled so copiously furnishes and 
which Colonel Olcott nml Madame Blavatsky have often 
brought to our notice, to throw more light on the  conclu­
sions we have arrived at. The existence of soul in man, 
its independence of our physical organization, hence its 
survival when death altogether separates it from the  body : 
the existence of the  spiritual universe, th a t  as by our physi­
cal powers and knowledge we can operate upon the  physi­
cal universe, so by our soul powers and knowledge we cnn 
opernte upon the spiritual and also upon the  physical 
universe, th a t  the departm ent of spiritual knowledge is 
ns much capable of scientific treatment and study as the 
departm ent of physical knowledge— these are for us well 
established and proven facts.

O ur position then in respect of science is this. W e 
accept all tha t it  has discovered and knows about the 
material world, bu t when it  says th a t  there is nothing 
besides matter, nothing besides what, it  already knows, 
we join issue with it. W e enlarge and extend the ju r is ­
diction of science aud bring within its m ope the  spiritual 
universe. From the  data which the spiritual science fur­

nishes, philosophy is be tte r  able to speculate 011 the con­
stitution of the  universe, its relation with God, upon soul 
and its future destiny. Before, philosophy stood nghnst 
in the presence of the mysteries it  cannot lathom ; helped 
by Theosophy it soars beyond the mysteries. •

Before, philosophy stopped before the veil of Isis unable 
to lift it  up  ; Theosophy rends this veil asunder and ushers 
philosophy forward. Subjects which being so long mys­
terious to philosophy, religion claimed as its own and 
dogmatized upon, nowcomelegitimately within the province 
of philosophy. Ot what use is it  for religion to be dogmatic 
when the tru ths  it asserts come within the capacity of philo­
sophy to criticize, accept or reject, Religion then is the 
name for the highest conclusions of philosophy. So much 
of its old dogmatism as coincides with these conclusions is 
accepted, the  rest of course rejected. F o r  the  ignorant 
these conclusions may stand as dogmas ; tlie thoughtful 
know where to look for the basis of them and can know 
how they are arrived at. Such tru th  as lies in them being 
better understood, the various religions again in their 
tu rn  command the respect and adherence of all honest 
thinkers. We perceive, therefore, how religion, philosophy 
and science, have all and each of them been advanced and 
elevated by Theosophy. So far as we have proceeded, we 
are in a position to conclude th a t  Theosophy is the 
spiritual science; Theosophy is the perfected and com­
pleted philosophy ; Theosophy is the religion for the 
thoughtful ; Theosophy furnishes the only reliable and 
true dogmas th a t  may constitute tlie religion for the 
ignorant or the masses. .

Formerly religion, philosophy nnd science, although 
each claimed to be the possessor of truth, ye t  p re­
sented the anomalous spectacle of being vehemently hos­
tile to one another. Now Theosophy has introduced har­
mony and concord among them all. Theosophy brings 
peace in the realm of thought.

Nay more— in proportion as we rise from particulars to 
higher and fewer generalizations from which to deduce all 
the  facts th a t  fill the  world, our knowledge is perfected 
and complete. In science we see this process carried out 
to a certain extent. T he highest geneializations of science 
denote the great advance th a t  has been made from parti­
cular facts. B u t  these generalizations which are accepted 
as the ultim ate tru ths  by the sciences to which they be­
long, nre again bu t  particulars in relation to one another, 
and with reference to the  higher tru ths  which may be 
discovered to cover them  all. To ascend to these higher 
tru ths  which combine under their sweep the tru ths  which 
the various sciences finally stop at, and to make one 
great science of all these sciences, is the province of phi­
losophy. B u t so long as philosophy was not strengthened 
by the spiritual da ta  and science nanowed itself into 
materialism, philosophy was incapable of performing this 
grand function and its pretensions to do this were not 
tolerated. Philosophy transformed into Theosophy does 
all this. Theosophy thus is the  science of sciences, it is 
the  highest science.

W hen we have mastered this highest science and philo­
sophy, we will have become Theosopliists of a high, if not 
the highest, order. A t  present, logically satisfied tha t there 
lies the most im portant field of knowledge before us, we are 
waiting a t  the  threshold, till in good time we may bo per­
mitted to cross it. How we are to qualify ourselves for 
this high honour, and what the aims are for which we 
wish to a tta in  the  highest theosophical knowledge and 
powers, are themes of superlative importance and interest.
I have already taken much space and occupied much of 
your time. These topics, therefore, we may reserve for 
some future time. I have, therefore, to conclude, thank ­
ing you for the  patience and good-will with which you 
have borne with me so long.

IT IS EASY TO ADVISE A PEBSON, BUT HOW DIFH CULT  
to receive, under similar circumstances, tha t  same advice 
from another ! Wo arc so prone to believe th a t  what 
we accept is truth, and tha t  those who cannot Bee 
with our eyes are all wrong.



A  W O O D E N  GOD.

HY COL. UODEUT 0 .  IN G ESO LL.

W ashington', Mnrcli 27.— To-day Messrs. Wright, 
Dickey, 0  Conner, and Murch, of the  select committee 
on the causes of the present depression of labour, pre­
sented the  majority special report upon Chinese immigra­
tion.

l'hese gentlemen are in great fear for the future of our 
most holy and perfectly authenticated religion, and have, 
like iaithful watchmen from the walls and towers of Zion, 
hastened to give the  alarm. They have informed Con­
gress th a t  “ Joss has his temple of worship in the  Chinese 
quarters in San Francisco. W ith in  the walls of a dila­
pidated structure is exposed to the view of tho faithful 
the god of the Chinaman, and here are his altars of wor­
ship. Here he tears up liis pieces of paper ; here lie offers 
up his prayers ; here he receives his religious consolations, 
and here is his road to the celestial land.” T ha t  “ Joss is 
located in a long, narrow room in a building in a back 
alley, upon a kind of altar tha t  “ he is a wooden image, 
looking as much like an alligator as like a hum an b e in g ;” 
tha t the Chinese “ th ink  there  is such a place as heaven 
th a t  all classes of Chinamen worship idols;” th a t  “ the 
temple is open every day a t  all h o u r s t h a t  “ the Chinese 
have no Sunday tha t  this heathen god has “ huge jaws, 
a big red tongue, large white teeth, a half-dozen arms, and 
big, tiery eyeballs. About him are placed offerings of 
meat and other eatables—a sacrificial offering.”

No wonder tha t  these members of the  committee were 
shocked a t  such an image of Coil, knowing as they did 
tha t

THK ONI.Y TH U E GOD

was correctly described by the inspired lunatic of Patinos 
in the following words :—

“ And there sat in the midst of the  seven golden candle­
sticks one like unto  the Son of man, clothed with a 
garment down to the  foot, and girt about the  paps with 
a golden girdle. His head and liis hairs were white likeO O •
wool, as white as snow; and his eyes were as a flame of 
fire ; aud his feet like unto fine brass as if they burned in 
a furnace ; and his voice as the sound of many waters. 
And he had in his right hand seven s ta rs ;  and out of his 
mouth went a sharp two-edged sword ; and liis counte­
nance was as the sun shineth in his strength.”

Certainly a large mouth filled with white teeth is pre­
ferable to one used as the scabbard of a sharp, two- 
edged sword. W hy should these gentlemen object to a 
god with big fiery eyeballs, when their  own Deity has eyes 
like a flame of fire V

Is it not a little late iu the day to object to people 
because they  sacrifice meat and other eatables to their 
god { W e all know tha t  for thousands of years the 
“ real” God was exceedingly fond of roasted m e a t ; tha t 
he loved the savour of burning Hesli, and delighted in 
the perfume of fresh, warm blood.

The following account of the manner in which the 
“ living God” desired tha t  H is  chosen people should sacri­
fice, tends to show the  degradation and religious blindness 
of the Chinese :

“ Aaron therefore went unto the a ltar and sIcav the calf 
of the sin offering which was for himself. And the sons 
of Aaron brought the  blood unto him. And he dipped his 
fingers in the blood and pu t it upon the  horns of the 
altar, and poured out the blood at the bottom of the altar ; 
bu t  the fat and the kidneys and the caul above the liver of 
the  sin offering he bu rn t  upon the altar, as the  Lord com­
manded Moses, and the flesh and the hide he bu rn t  with fire 
without the camp. And he slew the bu rn t  offering. And 
Aaron’s sons presented unto him the  blood which he 
sprinkled round about the altar. . .  . And he brought the 
meat offering and took a handful thereof and bu rn t  upon 
the altar. . . H e slew also the bullock and the ram for a sa­
crifice of a pence offering which was for the  people. And 
Aaron’s sons presented unto him the blood which he sprin­

kled upon the altar round about, and the fat of the bullock 
and of the rain, the rump, and that which covereth tho 
inwards and the kidneys, and the caul above the l iv e r ; 
and they pu t  the fat upon the breasts and he burnt the 
fat upon the altar. And the breast and the right shoulder 
Aaron waved lor a wave offering before the Lord, as Moses 
commanded.”

If the Chinese only did something like this, we would 
know tha t  they worshipped the " living ” God. The idea 
tha t  the supreme head of the  “ American system of reli­
gion ” can be placated with a little meat and “ ordinary 
eatables ” is simply preposterous. H e has always asked 
for blood, and has always asserted tha t  without the shed­
ding of blood there is no remission of sin.

The world is also informed by these gentlemen th a t  
“ the idolatry of the Chinese produces

A  D E M O R A L I S I N G  K 1T K C T  U P O N  o l’lt A M K l t l C A N  Y O U T H ,

by bringing sacred things into disrespect, and making 
religion a them e of disgust and contempt.”

In San Francisco there are some three hundred thou­
sand people. Is i t  possible th a t  a few Chinese cun bring 
“ our holy religion ” into disgust and c o n te m p t '  In tha t 
city there are fifty times as many churches as Joss houses. 
Scores of sermons arc uttered every week ; religious books 
and papers are as plentiful as leaves in autumn, and 
somewhat drier ; thousands of Uibles are within the reach 
of all. And there too is the  example of a Christian city.

Why should we send missionaries to China if we can­
not convert the  heathen when they come here ? W hen 
missionaries go to a foreign land, the  poor benighted 
people have to take tlieir word for the blessings showered 
upon a Christian people; bu t  when the heathen come 
here they can set: for themselves. W hat was simply a 
story becomes a demonstrated fact. T hey  come iu con­
tact with people who love their  enemies ; they sec tha t 
in a Christian land men tell the truth : that they will 
not take advantage of s trangers; that they are ju s t  and 
patient, kind and ten d e r ;  that they never lesort to force; 
th a t  they have no prejudice on account of colour, race, 
or religion ; th a t  they look upon mankind as brethren; 
tha t they speak of God as a universal lather, and are 
willing to work, and even to sutler, for the good not only 
of their  own countrymen, b u t  of the heathen as well! All 
this the Chinese see and know, and why they still cling 
to the religion of the ir  country is to me a m atter  of 
amazement.

We all know th a t  the disciples of Jesus do unto others 
as they would th a t  others should do unto them, and tha t 
those of Confucius do not unto others anything tha t 
they would not tha t  others should do unto them. Surely 
such people ought to live together in perfect peace.

I t l S I X G  W I T H  T H K  S l ' l i J  KCT,

growing heated with a kind of holy indignation, these 
Christian representatives of a Christian people most 
solemnly declare tha t :

“ Any one who is really eiidowo'! with a correct know­
ledge of our religions system, which acknowledges the 
existence of a living God and an accountability to Him, and 
a future slate  of reward and punishment, who feels tha t 
he has an apology for this abominable pagan worship, is 
not a fit person to be ranked as a good citizen of the 
American union. I t  is absurd to make any apology for 
its toleration. I tn i i i s t .b e  abolished, and the sooner the  
decree goes forth by the  power of this government the  
better  it will he for the  interests of this land.”

I take this, the earliest opportunity, to inform these 
gentlemen composing a majority of tlie committee, tha t 
we have in the United States no “ religious system ;” that 
this is a secular government, T ha t  it  has no religious 
creed ; th a t  it  does not believe nor disbelieve in a future 
state of reward and p u n ish m en t; that it neither affirms 
nor denies the existence of a “ living G o i l a n d  that the 
only god, so far as this government is concerned, is the le­
gally expressed will of a majority of the people. Under



our flag (lie Chinese havo the same right to worship a 
wooden god th a t  you have to worship any other. Tito 
Constitution protects equally the Chinch of Jehovah anil 
the bouse of Joss. W hatever their  relative positions may 
bo in heaven, they stand upon a perfect equality in the 
U nited  States.

T H IS  GOVKRNMKNT IS AN IN I'ID l'.I, COVK1IN.MKNT.

W e liave a constitution with Man pu t in and (!od left out; 
and it  is the glory of this country th a t  we have such a 
constitution.

J t  may be surprising to you th a t  1 have an apology for 
pagan worship, yet I have. And it is the same one th a t  
1 have for the writers of this report. I account for both 
by the word supers! tl ion. W hy should we o b je c t  to their 
worshipping God as they please? I f  the  worship is im­
proper, the protestation should come not from a committee 
of congress, bu t from Cod himself. I f  he is satisfied, tha t 
is sufficient. Our religion can only be b r o u g h t  into con­
tem pt by the actions of those who profess to be governed 
by its teachings. This report will do more in tha t direc­
tion than millions of Chinese could do by burning pieces 
of paper before a. wooden image. I f  you wish to impress 
the  Chinese with the value of your religion, of what you 
arc pleased to call “ The American system," show them 
that Christians are better  thau heathens. Prove to them 
th a t  what you are. pleased to call the ‘' living (iod” teaches 
higher anil holier things, a. grander and purer  code ol 
morals than can be found upon pagan pages. Excel these 
wretches in industry, in honesty, in reverence fo r parents, 
in cleanliness, in frugality, and above all by advocating the 
absolute liberty of human thought.

Do not trample upon these people because they have a 
different, conception of things about which even this 
committee knows nothing.

(Jive them the same privilege you enjoy, of making a 
God after their own fashion. And let them describe him 
as they will. Would you be willing to have them remain, 
if one of their race, thousands of years ago, had pretend­
ed to have seen (.iod, and had written of him as follows: 
“ There went up a smoke out of his nostrils, and fire out 
of his mouth devoured ; coals were kindled by it, . . .
and he rode upon a cherub and did fly?’’ W hy should you 
object to these people on account of their religion ? Your 
objection has in it  the spirit of hate  and intolerance. Of 
th a t  spirit the  inquisition was horn. T h a t  spirit lighted 
the  fagot, made the. thumb-screw, put chains upon the 
limbs, and lashes upon the backs of men. The same spirit 
bought and sold, captured and kidnapped hum an beings; 
sold babes, and justified all the horrors of slaveiy.

Congress lias nothing to do with the religion of the 
people. Its members are not responsible to God for the 
opinions of their constituents, and it may tend to the hap­
piness of the constituents for me to state th a t  they are 
in no way responsible for the religion of the members. 
Religion is an individual, not a national matter.  And 
where the nation interferes with the r ight of conscience, 
the  liberties of the people aro devoured Ivy the monster 
superstition.

I f  you wislt to drive out the Chinese, do not make a 
pretext of religion. Do not pretend th a t  you are ttying 
to do God a favour. .Injustice in l i i s  name is doubly de­
testable. The assassin cannot sanctify his dagger by fall­
ing on his knees, and it does not help a falsehood if it be 
uttered  as a prayer. Religion, used to intensify the 
lint red of men toward men under the pretence of pleasing 
God, has cursed the world.

A portion of this most remarkable report is intensely 
religious. There is in it  almost the  odour of sanctity ; 
anti when reading it one is impressed with the  living piety 
of its authors. B u t on the  twenty-fifth page there  are a 
few passages tha t

MUST 1’AIN T il JO 11KA UTS OK TRUK HHL1KV KRS.

Leaving their religious views, the  members immediately 
betake themselves to philosophy and prediction, Listen:

“ The Chinese race and the American citizen whether 
native-born or who is eligible to onr naturalisation Ians 
and becomes a citizen, arc in a state of antagonism. They 
cannot and will not ever meet upon common ground, ami 
occupy together the same social level. This is impossible. 
The pagan and the Christian travel different paths. This 
one believes in a  living God, that, one in the type of mon­
sters and worship of wood and stone. Thus in the reli­
gion of the two races of man, they are as wide apart as 
the poles of the  two hemispheres. They cannot now nor 
never [sic] will approach the same religious altar. The 
Christian will not recede to barbarism, nor will the  Chi­
nese advance to the enlightened belt [whatever it  is] of 
civilisation. . . . H e  cannot be converted to those
modern ideas of religious worship which have been ac­
cepted by Europe and crown the American system.’’

Christians used to believe th a t  through their religion 
all the  nations of the  earth were finally to be blest. In  
accordance with th a t  belief missionaries have been sent to 
every hind, and untold wealth has been expended for 
what has been called the spread of the gospel.

I am almost sure th a t  I have read somewhere that 
“ Christ died for all men,” and tha t  “ God is iio respecter 
of persons." I t  was once taugh t tha t  it  was the  duty of 
Christians to tell to all people the “ tidings of great joy.” 
I  have never believed these tidings myself, bu t have al­
ways contended th a t  an honest merchant was the best 
missionary. Commerce makes friends, religion makes 
enem ies; the one enriches, and the other impoverishes; 
the one thrives best where the tru th  is told, the other 
where falsehoods are believed. For myself, I have but 
little confidence in any business, or enterprise, or invest­
ment, that, promises dividends only after the death of the 
stock-holders.

But
I AM A.SI1AMl-Ji

th a t  four Christian statesmen, four members of congress 
in the last quarter of the nineteenth century, who serious­
ly object to people on account of theirreligiousconvictions, 
should still assert th a t  the very religion in which they be­
lieve— aatl the only religion established by the living 
God-head of the  American system— is not adapted to the 
spiritual needs of one-third of the human nice. I t  is 
amazing tha t  these four gentlemen have, in the defence 
of the Christian religion, announced the discovery th a t . i t  
is wholly inadequate for the civilisation of mankind ; tha t 
the light of the  cross can never penetrate the darkness of 
China ; “ that, all the labours of the missionary, the ex­
ample of the good, the  exalted character of our civilisation, 
make no impression upon the Pagan life of the Chinese ;” 
and tha t  even the report of this committee will not tend 
to elevate, refine, and christianise the yellow heathen 
of the Pacific coast. In  the name of religion these gen­
tlemen liave denied its power and mocked a t  the en thu­
siasm of its founder. Worse than this, they have predict­
ed for the Chinese a future of ignorance and idolatry iu 
this world, and if the  “ American system” of religion is true, 
hell-fire in the next.

For the benefit of these four philosophers aud prophets 
I  will give

A FF.W KXTRACTS f r o m  T llH  W RITINGS OK ('ONFUCIUM,

th a t  will in my ju d g m e n t  compare favourably with the 
best passages of their r e p o r t :

" My doctrine is th a t  man must be true to the  princi­
ples oi liis nature, and the benevolent exercise of them 
toward others.

“ W ith  coarse rice to eat, with water to drink, and with 
my bended arm for a pillow, I  still have joy.

“ Riches and honour acquired by injustice are to me but 
floating clouds.

“ I h e  man who in view of gain thinks of righteousness; 
who in danger forgets life, and who remembers an  old 
agreement, however far back it  extends, such a man may 
be reckoned a complete man.



“ Recompense injury witli justice, and kindness with 
kindness.

“ There is one word which may serve as a rule ol' prac­
tice lor all one’s life : Reciprocity is th a t  word.”

When the ancestors of the four Christian congressmen 
were barbarians, when they lived in caves, gnawed bones, 
and worshipped dried snakes, the infamous Chinese were 
reading these sublime sentences of Confucius. When the 
forefathers of these Christian statesmen were hunting 
toads to get the jewels out of their heads, to be used as 
charms, the wretched Chinese were calculating eclipses 
and measuring the circumference of the earth. When 
the progenitors of these representatives of the “ American 
system of religion ” were burning women charged with 
nursing devils, the people "incapable of being influenced 
by the exalted character of our civilization,” were building 
asylums for the insane.

N either should it lie forgotten that, for thousands of 
years, the  Chinese have honestly practised the  great 
principles known as

C1VII. SKKYICIS RKl’On.M

a something that even the administration of Mr. Hayes 
has reached only through the proxy of promise.

If  we wish to prevent the  immigration of the  Chinese, 
let us reform our treaties with the vast empire from 
whence t hey came. For thousands of years the  Chinese 
secluded themselves from the rest of the  world. They did 
not deem the ( 'h ristian nations fit to associate with. Wo 
forced ourselves upon them. We called, but with can­
non. The English battered down the door in the names 
of opium and Christ. The infamy was regarded as another 
triumph for the gospel. At last, in self-defence, the  Chinese 
allowed Christians to touch their  shores. Their wise men 
their philosophers protested, and prophesied th a t  time 
would show th a t  Christians could not be trusted. This 
report proves th a t  the  wise men were not only philoso­
phers but prophets.

Treat China as you would England. Keep a treaty 
while it  is in force. Change it  if you will, according to 
the laws of nations, bu t on no account excuse a breach ot 
national faith by pretending tha t  we are dishonest for 
Coil s sake. (C/ticngv D aily Timex.)

MiTli'INf; Tin: !SAI> f a c t  ok THK IMI'KXIUNC D isso lu ­
tion of the “• Sanskrit Text Society,” founded at  London in 
],S((f), through the exertions of the  late Professor Gold- 
stucker, Professor Albert Weber, the learned Sanskrit 
Professor a t  the University of Beilin mournfully asks the 
Editor of the Times :

“ Can it be possible tha t  among the hundreds and 
thousands of English gentlemen who have spent a large 
part of their lives in India, in what one often hears called 
‘ the most splendid service in the world,’ a sufficient nu m ­
ber cannot be induced to support a society founded for 
the purpose of making available to European scholars the 
authentic documents for Indian literary research . . . .

A moment’s reflection would have induced Professor 
Weber to spare himself the trouble of asking such a 
question. W hat proportion of the English gentlemen 
who take up an Indian career care one rap about Indian 

. history or authentic documents ! How many real schol­
ars have developed in the Indian branches of service 
since John Company’s first ship arrived ! C lea t  names, 
doubtless, there are to be recalled, b u t  when the entire 
list is written, what percentage docs it  embrace of the 
educated, even highly educated, men who have been to 
In d ia?  If tbe professor were to poll the  civil and mili­
tary branches of the public service to-day, he would find 
that not one per cent, even of the lusty young chaps fresh 
frorti the scholastic forcing-houses would trouble themselves, 
whether or not the Sanskrit language itself, to say no­
thing of the  Sanskrit Text Society, were extinguished

to-morrow. Badminton, lawn-tonnis, flirtation, racing, p ig ­
sticking, billiards, and the bubbling peg interest them, 
aud there is always plenty of money to support clubs and 
tha t  sort of thing. But Asiatic literature, Aryan religion 
or philosophy— these are not their  ‘ fad and out of all 
these thousands upon thousands who have passed across 
the Indian stage, few have turned their backs upon fashion­
able pleasures and sought their happiness in study. A t 
Kandy, Ceylon, for instance, in the English library which 
stands ju s t  opposite the  Dalada Maligawa temple, among 
the collection of some 7 ,0 0 0  volumes there is, or was a 
few weeks ago, just one book on the Buddhists or the ir  
religion— Sehhigentweit’s observations in Tibet. T ha t  tells 
the story ; and Professor Weber need not waste time in 
wondering th a t  such societies as the one he names enjoy 
so precarious a tenure of life. If European scholars would 
show a more respectful and fraternal disposition towards 
their  native Asiatic contemporaries the case might be 
different. And if the ‘ enlightened Indian princes and 
gentlem en’ whom he mentions in the same letter to the 
Timex could see th a t  their patronage of such learned bodies 
would secure them as much consideration with the rulinir 
race as do their  subscriptions to monuments and giving of 
entertainments, no doubt their aid would be generously 
afforded.

T H E  M E D A L  <)!•' 11 u X o U R .

The undersigned regrets to say tha t neither of the very 
few essays sent iu for competition for the Medal of Honour 
founded by the General Council is of sufficient m eiit to 
entitle it to the  bestowal of so high a dignity. To award 
this medal for any paper but one strictly complying with 
the first of the conditions announced in the Resolution of 
Council of May •">, viz., tha t  " The Essay shall be of a 
high merit,” would permanently lower its value iu the 
estimation of the Indian public as a national prize worth 
contending for. It. cannot be admitted for a moment 
I hat the failure to elicit high-class essa vs is due to any lack 
of ability among our Indian thinkers. The true reason is 
doubtless a too modest estimation of personal ability. 
Under this conviction, therefore, the General Council de­
cides to renew the offer of the medal and diplomas men­
tioned in the Resolution of May, and appeal to all who 
love India and reverence her ancient glories to aid our 
Society in this a t tem p t to infuse a new life into the na­
tional literature. And as under the previous arrangement 
I lie eminent jurors selected were, debarred Ibr competition, 
it has now been decided that the undersigned shall judge 
ot the  respective merits of competing essays ; availing 
himself as occasion may require of the help of non-compe­
ting native scholars who may consent toaid him in render­
ing a just and impartial award.

For the information of the public, it is announced (hat 
donations ot ancient coins to be melted into the Medal of 
Honour have already been made by distinguished patrons 
of learning iu the North-W estern and Eastern provinces 
ot India. The following is the generous contribution of Ran 
Bahadur Mannibhai Jasbhai, Divan of Cutch :—Ten 
kories, old coins found in ( 'utcli and supposed to be about 
I 2 0 0  years old ; ten kories, llao Tamachiji’s reign, com­
menced Sam vat 1711.— A.D. I (>.">.i ; lifty small coins—old 
coins found in Cuteh, and supposed to he about 800 years 
old ; live kories, Rao ltaidlianji I.’s reign, commenced 
Sam vat 17-2.— A.D. I(i(i(i; five kories, Hao l.aklipatji’s 
reign, commenced, Saiuvat. l!S()!S.— A.D. I 7 ”>2; five kories, 
llao Desn'ji I.’s reign, commenced, Saiuvat 177’).— A. D. 
I71U ; five kories, Rao Pragji or Pragmalji I.’s reign, com­
menced Saiuvat 17 -VI'.— A.I). lli!)<S; seven koiies, Rao 
Khengarji I.’s reign, commenced Saiuvat KiOo— A.D.
I .>40 ; ten kories, Rao Bharaji or Bhannalji I.’s reign, 
commenced Samvat 1042.— A.l).

Essays of the character described in the notice published 
in the I'llKosovii 1s t  for March, April and -May, will be 
received at these Head-quartcrs until December 1st, LS<S0, 
and judgm ent given by or before March I, 1881. Tho



lmmc of (lie au thor m ust in no case be attached to an 
essay, bu t  placed in a closed envelope accompanying the 
same and bearing upon the outside a mark or m arks simi­
lar to those written upon the essay.

By order of the Council,
H k n k y  S. O l c o t t ,

President of tlie Theosophical Society.

lleud-quarters, T. S.
Girgaum, Bombay, Ju n e  I , LS.SO.

N A N G  A  B A l i  A  OF G W A L I O R .

HY A lU'.TIKKU COMMISSIONKI) i l l  U T A H  V O FFIO K It.

In a corner of the parade ground of Maharaja Scindias 
force, there lived an ascetic callcd (from his always keeping 
himself stark naked) “ Nanga Baba.’ The Maharaja tried 
in many direct and indirect ways to get his parade cleared 
of the cottagc of the Babu, bu t  hu would not budge. Ho 
(Nanga Liuba) had a few flowering plants set out about his 
cottagc. f t  was a place of resort for all classes of people.

Jn the year iHOo, our regiment, the  Kith B. C., under the 
command of Colonel Jenkin , had to spend the usual term 
a t  the Murar cantonment* Every now anil then the holy 
man wa.s waited upon by regimental men, ono Soblia 
Singh sowar (a Sikh and a native ol Hoshyarpur district 
in tlie Punjab) being among the  number, lie  used to go 
unnoticed every night with a musnulc (goat skin) full ol 
water to irrigate tho plants attached to the  hermitage. 
Tlie locality has a  very scanty supply of water. The  Bn ha 
knew well Soblia Singh s devotion, bu t  in order tha t  110 
one m ight suspect th a t  he possessed psychic powers, he 
used to ask his waiters-ou— " 11/(0 irrigate# m y plant*  
every night (" _

One night as tlie sowar was as usual watering the 
plants, N anga Baba, simply to unveil the m atte r  and 
to properly r e p a y  Soblia Singh s services, came out of liis 
“ kuti ” (cottage) and said— “ Who is among my plants dis­
turbing them  in the peace of the n ig h t? ’ Soblia Singh, 
as if thunder-struck, sat down quietly where lie was. On 
approaching near,“N angaB aba”addressed h im — “ O, Soblia 
Singli, tliou hast done a great service to me.” The la tter 
did not say anything, from awe and reverence. The her­
mit then returned to his cottage ; Soblia Singh followed 
him and sat down in a corner, deeply filled with a sincere 
love for the  holy num. T hat night and the following day 
and night passed, but Soblia Singh would not, rather could 
not, leave the place. The following morning, Nanga Baba 
desired the sowar to go to his regiment. The man shrug­
ged his shoulders aiul said (after coming to himself, as till 
then lie wa.s in a peculiar s ta te  of mind)— “ Yes, Baba, 1 
will go to the regiment once for all, as yesterday I  had 
my ‘ athpohriu' duty (i.e., hours’ regular duty of 
horse and man) which I  neglected. No sooner will .1 go 
there than I  shall be sent to the custody of the stand- 
guard, and the punishment I will ge t cannot be bu t hard 
under the present military law.” After a little talk with 
the hermit, he silently went to the chhnori and un­
noticed entered his compartment ( tlera). As lie entered he 
asked his joriilar (fcllow'-horseman, who lived in the 
samo compartment) Dalel Singli, sowar, as to what hap­
pened in his absence, and whether lie was on that account 
reported to the officer iu charge by the H ead  Dafledar. 
Dalel Singh was astonished a t  the question. Calling 
him a  maniac, lie said tha t  scarcely an hour had passed 
since his (Sobha’s) re turn  from his “ uthpahria” duty  and 
putting  off his uniform, &c„ and then asked him what he 
now meant by m aking such foolish enquiries ? Sobha Singh 
was not a little surprised a t  his fellow’s remarks, and ob­
served tha t it  was poor fun for him to joke in a m atter 
of such importance. Dalel Singh, being frightened and 
taking his colleague for a  lunatic, ran up to his immediate 
superior and reported the case. From all this, Sobha Singh

* A b o u t  t l u e o  m i le s  f r o m  G w al io r .

found th a t  something had happened during his absence, 
and a ttr ibu ted  i t  to the hidden powers of Nanga jBalw. 
W hen tin; troop Ilisaldar was informed of this matter, he 
sent for the sowar and many men gathering round him, 
they were anxious to hear what- the matter was with the 
poor Sobha. W ho could say what was working in this 
man’s mind ? After a long while and repeated questions, 
Soblia Singli told the whole story to the bystanders. All 
were surprised to know' tha t Sobha Singh’s athparia  
was not performed by himself, but. by some body else. 
Sobha Singh tendering his resignation, the case was re­
ported to the Commanding Officer. But, despite every effort 
of military men, the sowar did not withdraw his resignation.

After receiving his discharge from the regiment, he 
went directly to N anga Baba, and presented him all the 
money lie had. The herm it addressed him in the follow­
ing words— “ Thou hast, come at lost" ; and returning his 
money, he gave him Rs. '>00 more and ordered him to go 
direct to his house, w hereafter  celebrating the  nuptials of 
his two daughters, lie should give himself up to the contemp­
lation of the  Deity  i n  his own way. The lioly man added 
tha t there was 110 necessity for his returning to Gwalior, and 
th a t  hereafter lie was to be the most revered ascetic of his 
native country.

We hear th a t  Sobha Singh from tha t  time always lived 
only under the shelter of a blanket stretched over a bamboo 
stick. The people of Hoshyarpur, Jalandhar, and other 
districts of the  Punjab, not being prone to leave fakirs and 
other holy men to themselves, thronged to his Darshana.

Sobha Singh became a perfect ascetic by a  single glance 
of N a n g a  B a M  of Gwalior— not less bu t rather more 
revered than even his “ guru .”

AVo are informed that Nanga Biibu left his house of 
clay some three or four years ago.

Will any of your learned correspondents kindly answer 
a query suggested by the  above narrative, viz.— W hat was 
the person or form th a t  appeared and performed the duty 
for Sobha Singli I By what name may we call this 
wonderful phenomenon ? * Nam astc !

M. B. V.
Moradabad, 8 th Ju n e  1880.

----- — ------

A FF.W WKKKS ni'.l’OKK (It/ll PARTY LEFT Foil CEYLON", 
we were honoured with a visit from Mr. Ganewh AV. Joshi, 
the renowned patriot, whose death is now mourned by ull 
India. His friendly ta lk and expressions of hope tha t  our 
Society might prosper, arc among our happiest recollec­
tions. A short time beforo the uutimely occurrence of 
his death, we received from him a very friendly le tter 
together with a vernacular copy of his rcccnt discourse 
on “ Salvation,” delivered in the temple of Vishnu at 
Poona. The discourse began with the quotation of a 
verse of Tukaram ’s wherein the company of santa* (adepts) 
is given a higher value than wealth, happiness or even 
salvation. Various quotations front Tukaram  and others 
were made. I t  is 011 the whole, an earnest- and able pam ­
phlet. Coming so short a time before his death it  will, we 
hope, be treasured as a m onum ent of his virtues and make 
his name remembered by posterity. We respectfully offer 
our sympathy to his family, and wish his friends every 
success in the patriotic work of reform he has left behind 
him to be finished by them.

* lly tlio name !{•*no or R>po. An Aryan ought not to
n«ed ask tha t. Wc know of a  case in Europe, related to us l\v the ecu* 
tlcinan himself, where a  man was in a  trance or scnii*trauco sta te  for thirty* 
nix hours—one day ami two nights. During this in to rral ho appeared—or 
jtecmod to his pupil* to nppenr - a t  College as usual ami continued a lecturo 
ho had be»?un the  previous clay ; taking up the  th read  cxnctly where it had 
boon dropped The gontlcmnn would not believe his pupils’ assurances of 
this fact until 1 hoy showed him the note-books in which, as customary, thoy 
had preserved memoranda of tho College lectures to which thvy listened. 
Who can tell w hether the teacher who lectured  while tho gentloman was 
unconscious was his physical body, anim ated by another intelligence, or 
his MuyaKi J l u p or “ double," ac ting  independently of tho conscious* 
lie n  of his physical brain? And thU very gentlem an, to  whom th is num­
ber will be sent, will, we promise, be m ightily interested to tho guard* 
m ounting story of Soblm fttogb, — Kd,



P U Z Z L E S  F O R  T H E  P H IL O L O G IS T S .
HY KAMCHANDHA UAPITJI JA D H A O  JtAO, l'.SQ.

I i i  the  May T h e o s o p h i s t  is ail article in connection with 
the monogenistic theory of prior residence of one common 
anccstral Aryan family in Central Asia, discussed under a 
similar heading in the  March number.

The writer appealing to the science of language, lays 
the greatest stress on philology, and presumes th a t  the 
mere existence of a few Sanskrit words in some of tlio 
W estern (European) languages is a sufficient evidence to 
warrant the conclusion th a t  an Aryan family once lived 
nt a time as out of memory, in Central Asia, and thence its 
detachments marched into Europe, Persia and India. He 
does not, however, a t tem p t to explain the  other points 
which such a conclusion, if a t  all admitted, involves, 
bu t  leaves them to be answered byjsome abler writer than 
himself, whom he invites to join him in the  field of dis­
cussion.

As the above conclusion is shown to be the result of 
philology, let us seo on what evidences and testimonies it 
is based.

So late as an hundred years ago, the students of languages 
throughout Europe believed th a t  the Hebrew was the 
most ancient tongue of all the  world. This was the lan­
guage of the Jewish nation, the  language in which was writ­
ten the old Testament, or th a t  part  of the Bible which 
speaks of the creation of the world and the  genesis of 
mankind. The Hebrew was. therefore, looked upon us 
the method of speech given directly by God to man a t  his 
creation, and consequently the earliest spoken language. 
I t  was supposed th a t  as mankind increased in numbers 
and separated into different tribes and nations, the Hebrew 
was split up, and transformed into various dialects, and 
thus was the paren t of all the languages of the earth. The 
story of tho Tower of Babel and tho confusion of tongues 
goes in harmony with this version.

Since the introduction of the study of Sanskrit into 
Europe, the  van being led by the  late Sir  William Jones, 
one of the judges of the High (Joint of Judicature a t  
Calcutta, who lived at the close of the eighteenth cen­
tury, a change gradually glided in. The European scholars 
reaching the gram m ar and vocabulary of Sanskrit and find­
ing a resemblance between some conimon-plaee words ol 
Sanskrit and of some of the  European languages, began to 
form queer ideas, th a t  the Europeans, Persians and H in ­
dus belonged primarily to one Aryan family, which 
once lived in Central Asia, and hail Sanskrit for their  
tongue ; a theory diametrically opposed to the outgivings 
of 11i.story, chronology, mythology and geography among 
every nation on the face of the earth.

To strengthen the above theory or to invest it with t.he 
character of fact and tru th ,  strange conjectures, clothed 
in the garb of History, are brought forward: to-wit, th a t  
the Aryan tribe, (Hindus) quitt ing  their  ancestral abode 
iu Central Asia, crossed the  H indu Kush, and traversing 
the Himalayan snows southwards, settled themselves on 
the banks of the  five rivers which water the great tract, 
which derives its name Punjaub  therefrom, and that, ever 
since the H indus liave called th a t  region their home ; and 
it i.s said tha t  before th a t  time, they lived in more northern 
regions within the same precincts with the ancestors of 
Greeks, Italians, Slavonians, Germans and Celts as mem­
bers of one great family.

N either the Europeans nor the Hindus, nor any other 
nation under the sun ever possessed, nor so much as had 
even the faintest knowledge of this strange tradition, nor 
do the  nursery tales which are said to have been carried 
from the East, whisper such a story. I t  is nothing b u t  
a varnished tale utterly  undeserving of the name of trad i­
tional history.

The words in the European languages which are said to 
correspond with those of Sanskrit, are as follows :— *

English. Sansk hit. Zf.nu. G iieei:. I.ATIN. Gothic. Slavonic. IlllSIT.

Pi tar.............. Palnr.............. Pater.............. Athuir.
Mother................ Malar............. Matnr............. Meter................ M ali .............. Mnthair.

H ratal’........... Plintlria.............. Brotliar. . . . a . 15rat ............. Brathair.
Svasar........... Ganhar......... Svistnr ......... b’estru............ Si ur.
Dahitnr.......... Diiglulhnr..... Thugnter............ Danlitar........ (Litli) Dukle. 

Svckri...........
Dear.

Father-in-law....
Mother-in-law...
Son-in-law..........
Daughter-in-law
Brothcr-hi-law.

Ilekuro.^.............. Svaihra.........
Svnsru........... Svekroj ........

Gainbros............. Guner.,..........
o. 11. u. snur Snoclia.........

Dner & niseifos. Levir.............. a. s. tiicor... Lilh-ilewers.
(Nanandur )... Yulos.................. 0. BohemSelva

P e e u ..............
Ox & Cow.........
Ox ...

Go..................
Ukshan..........

Govjad ......
Ukhshnn........ Hus.....................
Staora.......... Xu tiros................

Heifer................. Stnri..............
A spa........... . Hippos................
S p a ................ Kuou ................. Sobuka .........

A v i ................
Cult’ ....... Vasta.,........... Italos.................. Vilnius..........

C aper............
Su (Knru)..... ITs........................

Xoiros................
Mush..............

Fly ............. Makshiku..... Makhslii.......
Klien................... It  us................

Wild animals, some of which were known to the  Aryans before they separated and which happen to live both iu 
Asia and Europe, the Bear and the Wolf.

Uikshii ....... Arkos ................ Lith, Loky-s. 
Do—wilkas.Wolf................... V r iku ............ Lukes ................

Sarpa ............ Serpens..........

N o t k .—The above awkward or crude forms seem to havo been adopted by the author for the purpose, of coinci­
dence between the words of the  European languages aud those of the Sanskrit which ought to have been, in fairness, 
written as .Pitra, Huh'C, likm tra , c'jv\

•  Ctiij-s from (i Goi'innn Woikslio)), by Pruf. Mux Miiller, Vol. II, inures 2‘J, 41 & E>2.



It is hardly necessary to point out th a t  almost all the 
above words (and any other which aro comparatively few), 
are of little or 110 importance, being merely common­
place, or household words, usually in the mouth of even 
tlie common people and were; so, when Sanskrit was the 
prevailing or spoken language. Tlicir introduction into 
the  European languages was merely accidental at, a time 
when Greece and other nations of Europe were indigenous 
tribes, more or less iu a state of barbarism having indi­
genous dialects of their own as history conclusively de­
monstrates.

The very corrupt forms, as diverse as are the lan­
guages in which these words stand, as l.lie above table shows, 
and the absence of a legion of other Sanskrit  words iu 
the. European languages, wliieli are formed mostly of terms 
of peculiar European origin and formation, neither ap ­
proaching nor bearing affinity to the Sanskrit, words even 
in roots and derivatives, nrc tangible evidences going iu 
perfect harmony with what I say,

Words being exchanged like current coins and rarities, 
Hnd their  way into the languages of various countries, 
bavin" intercourse and commerce with each other. TheO
Aryan and the non-Aryan groups of families, as they arc 
called, have in their  languages a num ber of words belong­
ing to each other, as will be shown hereafter.

As early as K,;'>()() years before the ( 'hristian era, the 
Aryans of India (Hindus) were in direct communication 
with the Egyptians ; and .’{,.")(!() years ago when Joseph 
reached Egypt, the  Indians were in free communication 
with the Israelites. This fact holds good even with the 
period of Tadinas III .  and of the Pharaohs.

The Periphis, the book of Genesis, the  writings of 
Zanarus, centuries before the  birth of Christ, and even our 
great epics, Itamavan and Mahahharut, tin* dates of which 
have been calculated and fixed at .‘i,:t00 years by Euro­
peans according to the ir  own fancy, (hough, according lo 
tbe  Aryan chronology, they go far l>cyond th a t  period, and 
are replete with evidences of the Hindus having navi­
gated the open seas and of their having held communication 
with Europe, Persia and other parts of the  globe, includ­
ing Greece and Home as well as t he regions of Arctic 
Ocean. (Vido Mahabharata, Hook 14, which narrates the 
exploits of the mighty J’andu Princes in connection with 
tho vl.v/mvf M edia— the llorse sacrifice performed by them 
to signalize the Universal power anil dominion acquired 
by them.) .

W e aro told tha t fhe Aryan family which lived in Cen­
tral Asia, ■were a civilized people; and th a t  their religion 
was tha t  of the Yedas. They had chariots, hoi'ses, ships, 
boats, towns and fortified places before the separation took 
place. They were, therefore, not nomads. To this Professor 
Max Midler adds that the younger branch of the family left 
first and emigrated into Europe while the elder and the 
olilest remained together for some time, and then the former 
separating, they went into Persia. The oldest quitted 
its ancestral abode last of all, for a new home in India.

The inference to be drawn, then, is that the old home 
was nltandoncd by every soul, and left to become a dreary 
and a  desolate desert, as we now find it.

On this concluding portion of the theory, I  need not 
a t  present offer any remarks but reserve them fo ra  future 
and appropriate occasion.

The Rig-Vcda is considered hy European scholars as the 
real Bible of the ancient faith of the Vedic llishis, and 
the oldest book of t he Iiiilo-Eiirapi'au i'amih/.

Now the  hymns of the Kig-Vcda teem with such words, 
as Indra, Agni, Varuna, Savitri, Suryn, Ravi, Vayu, Mit.ra, 
Mariit, Ashwins, Rudra, Prithvi, (illrata, Soma-ras, Ap- 
Nadi-soma (the king of the world) l ’ra japa ti—Adit i. Swar- 
ga, Visve-Dcva-Vasus— Purohit Rushes and to which may 
be added the  words above-mentioned, viz., chariots, horses, 
ships, boats, forts, Ibrtilied places aud several others.

The philologists do not show whether any of the above 
words exist in any of the European languages. They 
must, certainly be traceable somewhere th e n 1, if, in 
reality, detachments after detachments ol the  Aryan 
family did. as alleged, march from the old Home-country—

Central Asia— into Europe, to conquer and colonize that 
region. T he  existence of these words in the European 
languages is the  more probable since Professor Max Miiller 
atiirms that, the verv word Vet la exists in the Creek ami 
the English languages, and identifies it with Oitla in the 
former anti 1 ri*i\ irixiloin ami irit in the latter. But the 
non-existence or absence of such words as above, must 
absolutely go to shake the  very foundation of this fondly 
cherished theory anti upset it altogether.

To deduce conclusions from common-place words, the 
verv significance ami the determinative power of which 
lead to n different, inference is merely to form fanciful 
theories which can hardly shine before facts ami truth.

There are a num ber of words belonging to vaiious lan­
guages which have welded into English and finally form 
now part anti parcel of that language, simply owing to the 
intercourse and commerce which tha t  g reat nation m ain­
tains with o ther countries of the world, as the list, given 
below shows. (Adam’s Elements of the English Language. 
Pages 11 and 12). .

Ifi’hreir.
Abbey, abbot, amen, behemoth, cabal, cherub, ephod, 

goheuna, hallelujah, hossana, jubilee, leviathan, manna, 
sabbaoth, sabbath, seraph, shibbaleth, pharisaie, rabbi.

A ruble.
Admiral, alchemy, alcohol, alcove, alembic, algebra, al­

kali. almanac, amber, ambergris, arrack, arsenal, artichoke, 
assassin, a ttar,  azimuth, cadi, caliph, camphor, carat, cara­
van, caravanserai, chemistry, cipher, civet, coffee, cotton, 
crimson, damask, damson, divan, dragoman, elixir, emir, 
fakir, firman, gazette, giraffe, harem, hazard, jar, lake, 
lemon, lime, lute, magazine, mameluke, mattress, minaret, 
mohair, monsoon, nioslem, mosque, mufti, mummy, na­
bob, nadir, naphtha, nartl, opium, ottoman, saffron, salaam, 
scullion, shrub, sirono, sofa, sultan, syrup, tabor, talisman, 
tamarind, tambourine, tariff, vizir, zenith, zero.

Persian.
Azure, balcony, barbican, bazar, eneck, mals, chess, tler- 

viso, emerald, hookah, howdah, indigo, jackal, jasmin, 
kaffir, lilac, musk, orange, pasha, pawn, saraband, scimitar, 
sepoy, shawl, sherbet, simoon, taffeta, tiffin, turban, para­
dise.

Hindustani.
Hainan, bat fa, betid, buggy, bungalow, calico, coolie, 

cowrit1, dimity, jungle, lac, loot, mullag-atawny, mitslii, 
pagoda, palanquin, pariah, punch, pundit, rajah, rupee, 
sandal (wood), sugar, suttee, toddy, shampoo.

M ai 1 nj.
Amuck, bamboo, bantam, cat lily, caoutchouc, chintz, 

cockatoo, creese, curry, gaml>ogc, godown, gong, g u t ta ­
percha, junk, mango, oran-outang, rattan.

( Imii'Hi'.

Boliea, congou, hyson, nankeen, pekoe, satin, soy, tea.
Turkish.

Hey, chibouk, chouse, janisary, kiosk, sash, tulip, seraglio.
From a philological point of view let us suppose, for 

a moment, and for argum ent’s sake, th a t  from some n i l -  
foreseen circumstances, the present communication be­
tween the  E ast anti the West ceases (which may God 
forbid b u t  continue for ever) and history becomes destroy­
ed and forgotten, and then after a tinit* the communication 
is renewed, as a t  present:  would the philologists th a t  
may then  turn up, be justified in deducing and their 
admirers in upholding the  conclusion, tha t  all the above 
nations once livetl under one roof, as members of one great 
Aryan family, in a central region and thence after separat­
ing, the  Malayas anti the Chinese emigrated, first of all, 
iuto Malacca and China, next, the. Persians and the Hindus, 
following in the wake of their brothers, proceeded
to Persia and India, and the English, tho eldest branch,
quitting  tho old-country last of all, crossed the waters
of the Red Sea and the English channel and finally
settled in Britain !



Such a conclusion, though apparently warranted, would 
yet in origin be absurd and ludicrous.

India  has always been the very repository of the Vedas 
and the Hindus holding them dearer than life, saved the 
scripts from the blazing fires of tyranny and oppression 
which succeeded the  abominable anarchical reign of tho 
Moslem fanatics aud slaves, who invaded India, and whose 
constant endeavours were steadily directed towards the 
suppression and annihilation of the Hindu religion. If, 
therefore, the Europeans had ever belonged to the great 
Aryan family and known the Vedas as the ir  birth-right, 
if they had curried the texts with them ut tho time ot their 
emigration from Cential Asia into Europe, it becomes a pro­
blem which demands solution a t  the hands of the philolo­
gists, how and under what circumstances, the  Europeans 
could have irrecoverably lost the  Vedas so as to leave no 
traces behind.

I t  is likewise a marvel and a mystery that, the Euro­
peans should have never known any th ing of the Vedas, 
or tha t they should, hardly a century ago, have been so 
completely ignorant as to who their  ancestors were, what 
their  religion was, and whencc they came.

The Vedas have only been lately obtained from India 
by European scholars. Now India is the very cradle of 
civilization, language, religion and literature of the 
ancient Aryan race from which emigrations may have 
flowed into Europe from time to time. This in 
conjunction with the fact of the  H indus having had 
free communication with Europe by sea led to Sans­
krit words, tew as they are, being intermixed with those of 
European dialects whilst in a barbarous state, a fact which 
is established beyond doub*, by the suggestive evidences 
of folklore, most of t he tides and stories, fables and t radi­
tions, current iu Europe, Persia and other countries, all 
of which hail their origin in India. Tho efforts of philology, 
therefore, however strenuous in th a t  direction, can hardly 
succeed iu metamorphosing a vague theory i n t o . real 
Simon Pure, but must ever remain as they arc?—a hollow 
farce.

The imputation th a t  the Aryans wero lamentably defi­
cient iu philological knowledge, betiftys a sad ignoianee 
of the  Aryan literature on the part  of the writer. Very 
little may have been known of the Hindus, but this is no 
proof that they themselves knew little. Besides.it may bo 
asked what a meagre knowledge of philology has to do 
with the silence of the Vedas about other countries. Per­
haps, my opponent confounds philology with geography i

Last, bu t not least, is the  story of the deluge. The 
intent of its introduction in a potential mood is apparen t­
ly to expose its absurdity, a t  this fitting opportunity. 
However, let us hope th a t  with the  high progress, 
which Philology, like other scieuces, is said to have made, 
archaelogical ami geological surveys of the  regions said to 
have been once the residence of the great Aryan fa­
mily, in Central Asia, inay be begun at once. The 
favourable results of the excavations will, no doubt , settle 
this great question, interesting and important as it is, both 
to Europeans anil Hindus. If, perchance, there be a fai­
lure, it can be reconciled with the argum ent that the 
current of the river Oxus having turned in the  direction 
in which tin; buildings and fortified places stood, the im­
petuosity of the waters uprooted and washed away the 
antique relics.

The following extract from an interesting work* which 
has ju s t  apiniared, shows the spirit in which the Philolo­
gists interpret stories which come in the ir  way :—

“ As the ]M>sition of the (iautainas among the Saman 
schools is uncertain, it will, of course, be likewise in­
advisable to make any a t tem pt at connecting them with 
the historical period of India. The nocossiry of caution 
in this respect is so obvious, tha t  1 should not point it 
out, were it not that the Dliaramuxhattra  contains one 
word, the occurrence of which is sometimes considered 
to indicate the terminus aijito for the  dates of Indian

• fi*ere«l Wok* of tlio KrtStj veiled by Professor Mux lliillcr. V«>l. II., 
Introduction png? I. VI* *

works. The word to which I  refer is Yavana. Gautama 
quotes IV., 2 1 , an opinion of some, according to which 
a Y an ina  is the offspring of a Sndrn malo and a Kshat- 
riya female. Now it is well known that, this name is a 
corruption of the Greek Jatiov, nn Ionian, and that in 
India it wa.s applied in ancient times, to the ('reeks, and 
especially to Bacti'ian and Indo-Bactrian (ireoks who 
ruled in the second century, B.C., over a portion of Nor­
thern India. A.s there is no historical evidence to show 
that the Indians became acquainted with the Greeks be­
fore the invasion of Alexander in the fourth century,
B.C., it has been held th a t  works containing the word 
] arami cannot have been composed before .'>00 B.C. 
But irrespective of the consideration that the text of 
our ])hui'm<t.shuHtra is not trustworthy enough to allow 
its date to bo ascertained by a single word, Ihe reason­
ing itself ou which the determinative power of the word 
Yaraiia is based is not beyond doubt, as it is applied to 

a person who to judge from his name was not a Greek iu 
tin; ancient inscription of Riulradaman at Gunagadh.”*

Note hy the author.
‘‘ The person alluded to is Asoka’s Lieutenant, the \ n -  

vanuriin 'I'uxhasjm who appears to have boon a Persian, for 
the inscription see Ind. Ant. Vol. II., page 2.’>7.”

The Aryans (Hindus) not only knew the word Yavana, 
centuries before the invasion of Alexander the Great, but 
also the very people, who were so named. The word re­
peatedly occurs in the great epic Mahdbhi'tral, \'e., as 
will be seen from the following extracts.

1 may add here that, the Pandavas were in Greece where
are still retained traces of their foot-prints. Vm'oi'l.'a
Jnilin in <ieeeee anil truth in .Mi/thiilm/i/. Pages IHOto 
I GO. ' “

The Philologists may again startle us by saying some­
time hereafter, that the Hindus were never acquainted 
with the word “ Aryan," until after they had casually 
heard of the (Ireek historian of that n a m e , who wrote a 
history of India called fm /ira  A n/iina, a work which is 
still extant.

Extracts.
" I n  the . l i lijiiirra of the Maliiihharat (verses (>(».”>().) 

Gaudharva at A ijuna’s request proceeds to relate the 
ancient, story of Vasishtha (Vusishthnni. Al'hynniim /mrd- 
nnni) and to describe the cause ot enmity between that 
Unshoe and Vishvamitra. It happened that the latter 
who was tin! sou of Gadlii, Iviug of Kauyakubja, (l\a-
nonj) and grandson of Kansika, when out, hunting, came 
to the hermitage of Vnshistha, where lie was received 
with all honour, entertained together with his a ttendants
with delicious food and drink, and presented with pre­
cious jewels and dresses obtained by the sago from his 
wonder-working cow, the fnltiller of all desires. The cu­
pidity of Vishvamitra is aroused on seeing this beautiful 
animal (all of whose fine points are enunieiated in the 
legend) and lie offers Vashishtha a hundred million cows,
or liis kingdom, in exchange for her. But. Vashishtha's 

. . • . i •re.ply is that, he, is unable to part with her even for a king­
dom. Vislivamitra then tells him, that, lie will enforce 
the law of the stronger, li(J(i.'>. I am a Kshatriya while 
tliou being a .Brahmin, thy functions are austere fervour 
and sacred study. How can there bo any vigour iu Brah­
mins who are calm and self-rest rained ( Since tliou dost, 
not give up to me, in exchange for a hundred millions of 
cows, that which I desire, I shall not abandon my own 
class characteristic ; 1 will carry awav tho cow by force. 
Vashishtha confident, no doubt, of his own superior power, 
tells him to do as he proposes without, loss of time. Vish­
vamitra accordingly seizes the wonder-working cow ; but 
she trill not move from the hermitage, tlmim'h beaten witho * n t
whip and stick, and pushed hither and thither. W itness­
ing this, Vashishtha asks her, what he, a patient Brahmin 
can do < She demands of him why lie overlooks tho 
violence she is subjected to. Vashishtha replies : Force is 
the strength o f  Kshatriyas, patience that o f  Brahmins. As

' I lunajrtGh.



patience possesses me, go if thou pleasest (<1676 Kshal-  
triydnam balaui teno Jlra/iiiidiidnin Kuhatna balam /  Ksho­
uld nuun hhajatr i/amidt //ninydliii ya d i  vorhate) .  Tlio cow 
enquires if he means lo abandon lier ; as, unless lie. for­
sakes her, sin* can never be carried off by force. She is 
assured by Vashishtha th a t  lie does not forsake her, and 
th a t  she should remain, if she could. Hearing theso words 
of her master, the cow tosses her head alolt, assumes a 
terrific aspect, (li(i.SO) her eves become red with mgo, she 
litters a deep bellowing sound, and puls to flight the en­
tires army of Vishvamitra. Being (again) beaten with a 
whip aud stick, and pushed hither and thither, she be­
comes more incensed, her eyes are red with anger, her 
whole hotly kindled by her indignation, glows like the 
110011-day sun, she discharges showers of firebrands from her 
tail,creates Pahlavas* from the same member Dravitlas and 
Sakas, Yavanas, Sabarns, Kanehis. Sarabhas, Paundrns, 
Kiratas, Sinhalas, Vasas ami other tribes of armed warriors 
from her sweat, urine, excrement, 5rc., who assail Vish­
vamitra s army, and put. it to a complete rout.”

“ It appears to be the opinion of Manu, the great 
authority in all matters regarding the Hindu religion nnd 
institutions iu their full development, that, there was no 
original race of men except the four castes— Brahmins, 
Kshatriyas, Vaishyas nnd Shudrns—ami tha t  all other nn- 
tions were derived from these. I lis  own words are these :
Jh'aliniana/i. A ,'hnttrii/ti, I nisi/ax trai/o I'nrna/i illijalni/a/i !
rhaturt/ndi iknjatis tu Sm/rn m ult lit pinir/iauiiih Three 
castes, the Brahman, the Kshntriya, ami the Vaishya, are 
twice horn ; th e  fourt.h, the Sliudra, is once horn, and there 
is 110 filth." On th<* last clause of this verse Kulluka 
Blmlta annotates thus— I ’aurhdiuah pm iar ranio nash 
fimikinta-ja/nitnn tu asratura vail niata-pilra-jali-vi/atIrllia. 
ja ty -a n tin v f  vod, n n  vuniatvan j  A j/nm  rim jn ly - n v /n - 
ropailestih .-•auln- sdiiivy-in-nharionnlh<ih There is 110 
fifth caste, for caste cannot, be. predicated of the mixed 
tribes, from the fact that, like mules, they belong (0 ano­
ther species distinct from that- of e ither of their parents, 
nml this reference, which is mmle in tliu ttastras to castes 
other than the  lour, is merely for the sake of convenience 
nnd in conformity to common usage.”

“ I 11 verses 4!l and 44 it  is stated, Satialtaix In knija- 
lopad inia/t Kxhnttriya jahu/ah j  Vrlslialalraia <jatah 
lake brahm nm ular nanena cha j  P a a n d ra ka s  rhodra- 
draridah K a m lk ja h  Yarmtah S a la h  j  Parm la/i l 'a h ln -  
vas C hiv«h  A iratah Dnrudah Khasnh j" The. following 
tribes of Kshatriyas have gradually sunk into the state of 
Vrishalns (outcastes) from the  extinction of sacred rites, 
nml from having 110 communication with Brahmins, viz., 
Patmdrakas, Otlras, ])ravidas. Kambojas, Yavanas, Sokas, 
Paradas, Pahlavas, Chinas, Kiratas, Dnradas and Klinsas.

“ The same th ing is aflirmed in the Mahabhiirat, Anu- 
snsanaparvan verses 2 I O ; iF .  Sakah Y a v a n a -K a m b o ja s  
la s  tah Kshattriya  ja la y a h  I rinhalalvn 111 jxiriffiiluh brah- 
v u tn n n « m  adn rsaaa  /  Dravidax cha K olin .das cha J’u- 
lindas ch'tpy Uttinamh /  K o lh a rp a h  Muhixhakas lax I11/1 

K xh attr iya - ja tayah  i t y a d i  /  These tribes of Kshatriyas, 
viz., Sakas, Yavanjis, Kambojas, Dravidas, Kalintlas, Pulin- 
das, Usinaras, Kolisarpas and Mahishakas, have become 
Vrisalas from seeing 110 Brahmins. This is repeated in 
verses 2 1  0 8 -!) where the following additional tribes are 
named : Mekalas Latns, Konvasiras Saundikas, Darvas, 
Chauras, Savaras, Barbaras and Kiratas, and the cause of 
degradation is, as in verse 2 1 0 1 1 , restricted to the absence 
of Brahmins.”

“ The Yavanas are saitl in the Mahablmrata Adiparvan * 
Section 8 f>, veise to be descended from Turvasu, the 
Vaibhojas from Druliyu and t.lu: Melecliha tribes from 
Ann (  Yadov tu Yudavah j u t  as '/'itrvaso)' Yaritnnah Stnri-  
tah Druhyoh sutax tu Vaihhnjah aims tn Melvchha-jata-  
yah.) Is it meant by this th a t  the Yavanas are not to he 
reckoned among the Melechhas ? Their descent from 
Turvasu is not, however, necessarily in conflict with tin.*

• Pehlvi wan llio Onni’t laiicrimtro of Poi-xia, the iinmc <lorivc'l from tlio 
above sourcc

assertion of tho authorities above quoted that they nro 
degraded Kshattriyns.”

“ I shall not. a t tem p t to detormino who the Yavanas 
and other tribes mentioned in the  tex t were.” Muir’s 
Sanskrit Text p. Vol. I, pages :$!)(), 480 and 482.

Notwithstanding all the arguments anil circumstantial 
evidences adduced above, I would have submissively bow­
ed to the s tatements of the philologists, hail it not been 
for the  kind warnings thrown in our wav by tlm T hkoso- 
rm sT  in its numbers for October and March Inst, pages S 
and l.’tC respectively ; the former not only challenges 
Professor Max Muller, bu t  asks tha t  distinguished scholar 
to withdraw liis s ta tem ent tha t the Bible (tho old Testa­
ment) may be older than the Vedas. Let us wait for tho 
result of this pleasant controversy.

I 11 conclusion, I m ust express a hope t lm t the Theoso- 
phists will not misunderstand me anti th ink tha t 1 am 
biassed in any way in raising questions nnd doubts. Mv 
sole motive is to elicit tru th  and only the truth, whieii 
lies buried deep in tliu debris of time, like a brilliant g e m  
in a heap of rubbish.

R  USSTA X  S U P E R S  T I T T  O X  S.

In tho article entitled “ W ar in Olympus,” ( T i i k o k o i ' I I I S T  

for November 1870) an allusion was made to a grontrowthcu 
waging in Russia, between the defenders nnd ndversaries 
of the modern mediumistic phenomena. One of the most 
rabid assailants of the spiritists has long' been M. Eugene 
Markof. a well-known contemporary Russian critic. No 
one was ever more bitingly sarcastic or combative against 
what he called tlio “ modern superstition." The Russian 
press are now having a  laugh a t  his e.xjHMise. In an incau­
tious moment, he suffered himself to be betrayed into an 
admission of some wonderful phenomena that had come 
iiiuler his personal knowledge some years ago. Treating, in 
the Golo*, of tho various superstitions of the Russian 
peasantry, he says that, to them the " house-spook” (do- 
vioroi)  or “ house-keeper” (hoiyaene) —as this familiar 
spirit is also called, “ has as perfect an objective reality, 
as tho living persons about, him. In it  the peasant puts 
his trust, and takes it into consideration iu every domestic 

-n flair.” . . Then comes this confession :—“ I  well remem­
ber th a t  in my early manhood there was a learned old man, 
Stepan Andreyevich, celebrated far anti wide in all our 
neighbourhood, and even far beyond its boundaries. Before 
the magical achievements and occult powers of this son of 
tho village deacon, before his weird knowledge anti pro­
phecies, our people literally prostrated themselves. Ho 
was not regarded as a practitioner of black art, bu t  as a 
benevolent magician ; he was simply credited with the 
performance of the most astounding miracles. He would 
see and describe to others events transpiring many miles 
off; lie prophesied the  day of his own death, and that of 
various well-known landowners in our neighbourhood ; at 
a single word from him, a whole pack of wild dogs, that 
were tearing after a carriage, fell dead in their tracks ; at 
Orel, he evoked, a t  her prayer, tho shade of a widow's de­
ceased husband, and discovered where ho had hidden some 
important family papcre. As forall manner of illnesses, it 
was as though lit! drove them away with a wave of his 
hand. I t  was positively said th a t  one lady had paid him
17,000 rubles for curing a  case of lunacy ; anti it  was 
alleged with like positiveness that he had been taken 
more than once to Moscow and other towns, to cure wealthy 
invalids. Hysterical diseases yielded to a single touch 
or even glance of liis. In our own house, he relieved an 
obsessed woman, by simply causing her to drink twelve 
bottles of some infusion of herbs. The obsessed creature 
would feel beforehand the approach of Stepan Andreyevich ; 
she would be thrown into terrible convulsions and scream 
loud enough to be heard in the village— ‘ he comes, lie 
conies

As if the above wore not wonderful enough, M. Markof 
cites nn instance which has quite  recently come under his



own observation, anti in which lie places a faith ipiite 
refreshing to behold in ho uncompromising an . opponent 
of every thing smacking of " superstition.” This is what 
he tells us : " In my cattle-yard, there  is a superb young 
bull, purchased by me IVom a very wealthy breeder. This 
bull had no progeny, strange to say, and 1, believing it to 
be the  keeper’s fault, rated him soundly for it. The in­
telligent vioujih would only doll’ liis cap, and without re­
plying, shake his head with an air of total disagreement 
with my opinion.

" Eh ! Master, master !” lie once exclaimed, with an ex­
pression of deep conviction. “ Did you not purchase the 
brute  fr o m  a wealthy peasant ? How then can you ever 
expect tha t  he should breed ?”

The fact is tha t  a  popular superstition in Russia assures 
tha t no rich breeder trading in tine cattle will ever sell a 
beast unless it  has been made previously barren by the 
niagic means of the “ word” (a spell, or meittrttin). And M. 
Markof, the great opponent of spiritualism evidently shares 
iu this superstition since he adds the  following profound 
reflection.

“ There are sutlicieiitly strong reasons to believe that 
such exorcisms and spells are not merely limited to a 
' word’ but too evidently in many a case become ‘ a deed.’ ”

T H E  D E C A D E N C E  O F P R O T E S T A N T  

C H R I S T I A N I T Y .

Doubts have been expressed by Asiatic friends :us to 
the tru th  of our assertion th a t  Protestantism was fast ap ­
proaching the crisis of its fate. Yet it needs only to visit 
any Protestant country to satisfy oneself of this fact. We 
find copied with approval into one of the must rabid 
organs of the Roman Church— the Catholic- M irror—au 
editorial article from the New York Timex, a leading 
American newspaper peculiarly devoted to the  interests 
of an orthodox Protestant public, containing the following 
significant warning :
T he P rotestant clergy  ilo not seem  to be awaro of tlio  form idable  
warfare w h ich  is  now  w aging  ag a in st revealed  relig ion . T lic  
defences w hich  w ere etfectivo aga inst the noisy  artillery  o f  Paine are 
useless aga in st tho n o iseless anil ceaseless Mapping aud m in in g  w ith  
w hich  R ationalism  a tta ck s them . O rthodox P rotestan tism  sh u ts  
its  ey es to th e  fact th a t science and litoraturo arc in the hands o f its  
en em ies It refuses to  |ierccive th a t th e  ground on w hich it  stan d s  
is  slipp ing from  u n d er its  feet ; th a t G erm any, w h ich , a t  th e  call o f  
L uther, accepted the infallib le Book in place o f  th e  se lf-sty led  
in fa llib le  Church, has now  rejected the B ook, and th a t th e  new  
reform ation, w hich  reform s C h ristian ity  o u t o f  e x is ten ce , is  spread­
in g  all over the P rotestau t w orld.”

The result will, according to tho Time*, accrue to 
the profit of the Romish Church. It foresees, iu fact, 
tha t the latter may become “ far stronger than she has 
been a t  any time since the Reformation.” Certainly the 
sudden outbreak of bigoted fervour over the pretended 
“ miracles” in France and, more recently, Ireland, and the 
growing perversions of Anglican priests and laity show a de­
cided drift in the direction indicated. Men in the mass do not 
think bu t feci, arc emotional rather than rational, and go 
by flocks and swarms to tha t  ’religion which most appeals 
to the emotions and imagination and least to the reason. 
That the whole area of l’rotestantdom is now ready to em ­
brace some new faith which seems more consoling than 
Protestantism and more reasonable than Romanism, is so 
palpable aud undeniable tha t  uo well-informed, disinter­
ested observer will gainsay the statement. This convic­
tion induced the founders of our Socicty to organize for the 
quest after primitive truth. And it makes some of us 
believe th a t  the auspicious hour has come for the Bud­
dhists to begin preparing for a new propaganda of B u d ­
dhism.

A NK.YT I'AM l’H M IT  C o.N TA lN IM i T ill-; IIVK-1,AW\S O F T ilK  
Lanka Theosophical Society, our Scientific Blanch, at 
Colombo, Ceylon, lias been receited.

N O T E S  O N  T I I E  l iE E J  M A N T R A S .

11V lt.VJA SVAMA HANK AH H<>V 1UIIADOOH, C.S.I.,

V ice-! 'resident of the Thcoiophicut Socicty.

Does any one of your numerous readers know that the 
Beej Mantras, (i.e., secret names f jr  the gods of the H in ­
du Aryan pantheon,) have a very close relationship with 
the appellations, the Mabomedans use for the Deity in 
their prayer ? W h a t  a remarkable coincidence ! Even 
the Mahomcdau term “ Allah,” applied to the  Supreme 
Being, is taken iu the same sense by the Vedas of the
Aryans. I would cite a sutra of the Atharva Veda,*
compiled in the “ Sabda-Kalpa-Druma.” f  
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Did not the great prophet of Islam, flourish long after 

Atharva Yeda I Atharva preceded even Zoroaster and 
Sakya Singha Buddha ; and it is certainly beyond all 
doubt, tha t  the Vedas antedate  Koran Sheriff. Then it 
would not be wrong to say, that the Mahoniedans are 
not so foreign to us, as we aud they imagined. They 
seem to be an offshot of ours, like the Zoroastrians aud tbe 
Buddhists. W hy then should they call us kafhrs or non­
believers, and hate us ! The following illustrations will, 
I hope, repay perusal.

The Mahoniedans say, “ Karcem ” Allah (God that 
creates), spelled K— r— ee— m ; and our word “ kreem,” 
a bcrj m untra  is used to signify Adya Maliakali, (the e te r ­
nal Being personified as a female). Adya means original, 
first of ali. Again the word " Kalcem" used by them to 
mean kind-hearted, and applied to the Supreme Being is 
spelled K — 1— ee— m. Ours is “ Klecm,” the beeja, for 
Vasudev Krishna (Almighty personified as a male). Their 
word “ Raheem Allah” which means God, the reliever 
from distress, is spelled r— h— ee— in. Ours is 
" Rheem” hee/a from Doorga (tbe Supremo Power personi­
fied as a female), meaning the power tha t  removes all 
grief. These words, 1 believe, are used in the daily prayers 
by a largo number of Hindus who follow the hint ran and 
the tm ru u n , and are as well used universally by all Ma­
bomedans alike, tbe only difference being that the for­
mer pray in Sanskrit nnd the latter in Arabic. The le t­
ters of the alphabet in thi- principal words used iu tbe 
prayers, (I mean those applied to (Iod), are the same with 
a slight difference in their pronunciation. I believe a n u m ­
ber ot things will still be found on a careful examination 
of these matters. Resides a few minor points, idolatry is 
the only thing of importance, that is taken objection to.

• A learned Pandit to whom thi» interesting ev>ay wns r<ul»mittcd has not 
W en able to tiud th is |ms>a£c in tho Atharva Veda. Will our contributor 
kindly refer us to the  book ami chapter from which the •{notation is made * 
There i* undoubtedly inuenuity .-hoivu, however, in tracing the rcsemblaneo 
between tlie ihimsxî cm in tho !*cej Mantras and the Arabic words ill «iue$tiou# 
T he attem pt V* ill interont philolo^'Wl*. -Kn.

+ Sabda-kulpa-druuia, compiled by iUiyx Sir Kadhr.kanth Dev, cf Cal­
cutta*



Well, wliat is idolatry after all ? Is it  not merely a figure 
ol' speech, a personification, intended only to lielji a ready 
conception, and a vivid realization ot tlie th ing to be m edi­
tated upon { All this alleged idolatry is nothing more 
than a simple and a natural result of deep and profound 
earnestness of the heart nf a true lover of God, denomi­
nated a Yogi. When the object is gained, this false idea 
of personification is immediately vanquished and the real 
tru th  revealed, even as the flower, concealing hy its petals 
the  germ of fruit within withers and falls off’, directly the 
real substance within is developed and grown even as 
the dolls which an infant girl personifies, pets, and talks 
to, but. which are cast away as the sobered mind deals more 
with realities.

Idolatry is merely a laipand- or an imagination. List 
me ask who was ever without it  ; to put a name is no­
thing moro or less than a  halpand, so to say th a t  (Jod is 
like, fire, air., light, \ -c., is a halpiuid. For instance, who 
told us tha t  God’s name is (Jod This is simply a Ldil- 
p in id  in itself. Then the difference is f liat the idolaters 
create a. (/(oor//. or booth, or a hody-kalpaiitt, and the  so- 
called non-idolators make a word or name kulpand. none 
can do without it. Cannot this little difference be tolera­
ted !  Cannot the so-called idolaters be freed from the 
unjust charge of blasphemy ! Let our educated brethren 
(our Mahomedan brethren especially) th ink about it, 
and let them teach these broad and catholic principles to 
the ir  public prcachers, so tha t they may again preach 
these tolerant doctrines to masses telling them that it is 
sinful to hate each other for distinctions w ithout a differ­
ence. W hat wonder then, that, w ithin a short time the 
universal brotherhood may be established 1! Thus a highly 
desirable object will be acquired. I beg to press this 
point- chiefly on the attention of our Moslem brethren. I 
believe the great. Mogul Emperor, Akbar Shah, understood 
this truth, and, therefore, respected equally the Moulvies 
and the Pandits.

I t  is said of the sacred books, t.liat the last book is that 
revealed to Mahomed, the  earliest, of them known to 
Adam are now extinct. T ha t  the Vedas were really the 
earliest of the scriptures, is a fact, adm itted  by the g rea t­
est thinkers of the time. W hy should not, therefore, the 
Vedas be regarded as those lost books of Adam ?

The g rea t prophet of Islam condemned the people of 
H industan  for tlieir idolatrous mode of worship. It may 
be, that, we were partially to blame, as we can conceive 
that in his time the Hindus were really in a degenerated 
condition, e ither  with regard to their mode of worship, or 
in the principles thereol, and their true  Y ogis or learned 
men were not accessible to that, g rea t prophet-. So his 
conclusion was unconsciously based on a  misconception.

The Hindus never really came, nor should they have 
ever come, under the term of idolaters. They are and 
were always true believers in monotheism, but they wor­
shipped tho Almighty through a mode oika/pand. which 
is named idolatry, the rest of the men doing the same 
by some other mode of hulpanu which, though, was not 
denominated idolatry.

L e t  the whole world join in one universal brotherhood, 
and in the same assemblage pray to the Lord according 
to the prayers of t.he Mohimnn shloltl :—

o 'O c.

“ 0  Lord ! .Men reach thee through various straight and 
circuitous ways according to their varying choices. l in t  
still Thou art in all cases the only goal of men. even as 
the sea is the goal of rivers (coming through different 
channels).'’

11A V10 liKC'KI V KD KlloM liljlt ISIIOTJI Kit, MU. I'lCl’KU 
Davidson of Scotland, a MSS. of great interest which will 
be published by us in three or four monthly instalments. 
I t  is an account by the late Dr. Price, of Guildford, of bis 
successful experiments on the artificial manufacture of the 
purest quality of gold.

A S T R O L O G Y .

One of the most devoted among our English Tbeoso- 
phists and, a t  the same time, one of the best of men and 
of friends, writes that he is devoting great attention to 
the s tudy of Astrology. “ 1 am trying,” lie says. “ to 
collect statistics in proof of Ptolemy's rules which shall ho 
absolutely incontrovertible. . . . We arc striving for no­
thing less than  to show tha t  a great deal of what is boast­
ed ns modern ‘ progress ’ is, in fact, retrogression. When 
the  facts of Occult Science are once fairly recognized, there 
must 1m; such a revolution in speculative and scientific 
opinion as will have incalculable consequences.” In ano­
ther letter lie says “ I  wish you would get some Native 
astrologer to give me a  judgment- on my horoscope. I 
would pay anyth ing  reasonable. I want to see wherein 
their judgment, and methods differ, if a t  all, from ours in 
the  West. I wa.s born in December 23, 1.S3.S, about "> v.M. 
in O'Mi West- Longitude from Greenwich (London) and 
o l '1,7 N orth  Latitude ; Hi0 *18’ of Cancer rising in the 
la titude of birth."

We ask as a personal favour tha t  some one of our friends 
in India or Ceylon who are competent astrologers would 
calculate this nativity, ami send the result to ns with a 
memorandum of his charges, if any. I t  is a g reat mis­
take to suppose that the  educated men of Europe and 
America take no interest in this ancicnt scicnce of the 
stars. Only tin; o ther  day we received a similar enquiry 
from a German Baron, and the  last American mail brought 
a request for information from a ]>ersoh who has been 
engaged in this study for many years. We have some 
learned Oriental astrologers in the num ber of our Fellows: 
let such do the ir  plain du ty  in the premises.

S T O N E  T H R O W IN G  B Y  ' S P IR IT S ."

In  the Ju ly  num ber we reprinted from the fla ili/  
Chronicle an account of recent stone-throwings a t  l ’lum- 
stead, England, by some mysterious agency. Among other 
cases reported in the English papers is one at Cookstown, 
near Belfast, Ireland, vouched for by the D aily  Tcleyraph, 
and the Belfast News Letter. The missiles, in this in ­
stance, fell under the very eyes of the  police w ithout 
their obtaining the least clue. Tho Spiritualist cites ano­
ther  similar incident as having happened at Beckham iu 
broad daylight despite every precaution of the police to 
entrap any trickster. The editor says th a t  Mr. William 
Howitt once collected a whole bookful of instances. The 
thing is well known in India, and th a t  our friends in 
Europe may have the data  for making comparisons, we 
will be glad if our readers will report to us cases th a t  can 
be authenticated hy respectable witnesses.

.A 111 tf ITI I Kit T il  K O Sol'l 11ST SlKiUKSTS ONK OK T l [ K TEK -
sestand  most satisfying definitions of the word miracle th a t  
we have seen. “ Would i t  not be woith while” he asks “ to 
explain th a t  ' miraculous’ only means our ignorance of 
causes, and tha t in denying miracles we only intend to 
deny phenomena tneajuible o f  any rational explanation 
irlmlerer; not phenomena far transcending explanation ac­
cording to commonly known and admitted laws and agen­
cies of nature ? ” For lack of understanding the broad 
distinction we draw between the Impossible and the U n ­
familiar iu physics, we have often been bitterly criticized 
by opponents. These have even charged us with inconsis­
tency in denying the possibility of miracles, while a t tliu 
same time affirming the reality of occult, phenomena of au 
identical character. O ur quarrel is with the assumption' 
that whatever phenomenon is s trangeand unfamiliar, must, 
ipso facto  be ascribed to supernatural agency, hence be 
miraculous. I h e  world is too old now to he driven or 
cajoled into the belief th a t  anythingwhatevercau happen or 
ever did happen outside natural law,



T H E  N U M B E R  S E V E N  A N D  O U R  S O C IE T Y .

Thu thoughtful rciului must hnvo pondered well over the 
mysterious import th a t  the num ber .SVr<-« seems to have 
always hail among the  ancients, a* succinctly epitomized 
in uur Ju n e  number, as well as the theory of cycles, dis­
cussed iu tho Ju ly  issue. I t  was there  stateil tha t the 
German scientists are now giving attention to  this m ani­
festation of the numerical harmony ami periodicity of the 
operations of Nature. A series of statistical observations, 
embracing some centuries of historical events, tend to 
show' tha t  the ancients must have been perfectly aware of 
this law when constructing their  systems of philosophy, 
in  fact, when statistical science shall have been fully per­
fected, as it seems likely to be, there will be constantly 
increasing proofs th a t  the evolution of heroes, poets, mili­
tary chieftains, philosophers, theologians, g reat merchants, 
and all other remarkable personages is a.s capable of m a­
thematical estimate upon the basis of tho potentiality of 
numbers, as the return of a comet by the  rules of astro­
nomical calculations. The comparatively modern system 
of life insurance rests upon tho calculated expectancy of 
life on the average at certain ages; and while nothing is 
so uncertain as the probable longevity of auy single in­
dividual in a community, nothing is more certain than 
that the probable life-chance of any one person in the mass 
of population, can Ik* known on the basis of the general 
average of linnian life. In fact, as M. de Cazeueuve, in 
the Journal tin Magnclisiue, ju s tly  observes, the law of 
numerical proportions is verified in every department of 
the physical sciences. We sec it iu chemistry a.s the law 
of definite proportions and multiple proportions ; in physics, 
as the law of optics, acoustics, electricity, &c. ; in minera­
logy, in the  wonderful phenomena of crystallization ; in 
astronomy, in tliu celestial mechanics. Well may the 
writer above-quoted remark : Physical and moral laws
have so infinitely numerous points of contact tha t  if we 
have not as yet reached the (mint where we cmi demon­
strate their identity, it is none the less certain tha t  there 
exists between them a very great analogy."

We have a ttem pted to show* how, by a sort of common 
instinct, a peculiar solemnity and mystical significance 
lias been given the  N um ber Seven among all people, at 
all times. It now remains for us to cite from tlie ex­
perience of the Theosophical Society some facts which 
indicate how its power has manifested itself with us. 
Continually our experiences have been associated with 
Seren or some combination or multiple of it. And il 
must be remembered that in not a single instance was 
there any intention that the  number should play a part in 
our affairs ; but, on the contrary, what happened was in 
many cases exactly the reverse of wliat we desired. I t  was 
only the other day that we began to take any note of the 
striking chain of circumstances, and somo have only been 
recalled now at the moment of writing.

Tin; two chief founders of our Society were the Presi­
dent, Colonel Olcott, and the Conductor of this Magazine. 
When they made each other’s acquaintance (in 1 <S74) the 
ollice number of the former was srven, the house number 
of the latter *m*iiteen. The President’s Inaugural Address 
before the Society was delivered November I?, I!S7’> ; 
the llead-quiirters were established in the-fWi street ; (the 
up-town streets iu New York are all designated by num ­
bers), and Colonel (Mcott’solHee was removed to 71 I i road way. 
On the 177// December 1N7!>, our delegates to India sailed 
for London : the voyage, owing to storms aud fogs, lasted 
fcYiv/iteen days ; on the  17th January, LS.SO, we left Lon­
don for Liverpool to tjike the steamer for Bombay, g o t  on 
board the next day, but lay all night iu the Mersey, and 
outlie  Itttli— the «c'«'/iteenth day from our landing in 
England, we got to sea. On March 2— M-rci/tccn days 
after reaching Bombay— we removed to the bungalows 
whern we have ever since been living. < )n the 23rd 
March, th ir ty -fiv e  ( /  X a) days after landing, Colonel 
Olcott delivered his first public oration on Theosophy, a t  
Framji Cowusji Institute, Bombay. Ju ly  7, the  tirst 
P ro sp ec tu s  a n n o u n c in g  th e  in te n d e d  fo u n d a tio n  o f  th e

TiikosoPHIst was written ; on the '2.7/h September, the  
lirst “ form” was made up at the printing-oHiee, and on 
October 1— our 227th in India— the magazine appeared.

B ut we anticipate events. In the beginning of April, 
last year, Colonel Olcott and the Conductor of this Maga­
zine went to the N.-W. Provinces to meet Swami Daya­
nand, and were absent from the Hcad-quarters thirty-sei’m  
days, and visited .'even different cities during th e  trip. In 
December of ( hat year we again went northward, and on 
the 21 at (7  x  3) of tha t month, a special meeting of the 
Society of Benares Pandits was held to greet Colonel 
Olcott and elect him an Honorary Member in token of 
the friendliness of the orthodox Hindu pandits for our 
Society— a most important event.

Coining down to the Ceylon trip, we find on consulting 
the diary tha t  our party sailed from Bombay May 7, 
tho steamer starting her engines a t  7'7  A..M. We reached 
Point de Gallo on the  17th. A t  the first meeting iu Cey­
lon of candidates for initiation, a group of . w n  persons 
presented themselves. A t  Panadure seven  were also ini­
tiated first, the  evening proving so boisterous and stormy 
tha t the rest could not leave their houses. At Colombo 
fiiui'te.eii ( 7  x  2) were initiated the first night, while a t 
the preliminary meeting to organize tin: local branch tem­
porarily, there, were twenty-.>rm/. At Randy nctM-utnvn 
comprised the first body of candidates. Returning to 
Colombo we organized the “ Lanka Theosophical Society,” 
a scientific branch, on the \7th  of tlie month, and on the 
evening when the Panadure branch was formed, thirty-five 
names (7  x o) were registered as fellows. Seven priests 
were initiated here during this second visit, a n d a tB e n to ta  
wlieic we tarried to organize a branch, there were again 
xei'rn priests admitted. Thirty-five  (7  x •">) members 
organized the Mat.ua branch : and here again the priests 
taken into fellowship numbered seven. So, too, at. Halle 
tw en ty -sm ’/! persons were present on the night of the  
organization— the rest being unavoidably absent ; and a t  
W elitara the number was t iventy-one, or three times seven. 
Upon counting up the entire number of lay HuddhisLs in­
cluded iu our seren Ceylon branches tha t are devoted to the 
interests of tha t  faith, we find our mystical number seven 
occupying tho place of units, and what adds to the  sin­
gularity of the fact is th a t  the same is the case with the 
sum-total of priests who joined our Parent Society.

Our septenary fatality followed ns all throughout the 
return voyage to Bombay. Of the Delegation two m em ­
bers having urgent business, took an earlier steamer fromO © ’
Colombo, thus reducing our number to seven. Two more 
fully intended to conn* home from Galle by tin; vessel of 
the 7th July, but ns it turned out, she did not, touch there 
and so, perforce, our band of seven came together on tho 
1 2 th— the lifty-*rm»f/« day after our landing. The sea 
voyage from < ’ey Ion to Bombay may be said to begin upon 
leaving Colombo, since the run from Galle to tlmt port is in 
Ceylonese waters. From friends-—five lay men and two priests 
— again seven— who came aboard at Colombo to bid us 
farewell, we learned that the  Ju ly  'I’llK<>soi*ll 1ST hail reach­
ed there, and being naturally anxious to see a copy, u r ­
gently requested that one should l>e sent us to look at, if 
jiossible, before •”> o’clock r. M., the hour a t  which it  was 
thought we would leave port. 'I'liis wa.s promised us, and 
after our friends left, we watched every craft that came 
tiom shore. Kive o’clock came, then six aud half-past six, 
but no messenger or magazine for us. At last, precisely, a t  
seven, one. little canoe was seen tossing in the heavy sea 
that wa.s running, she approached, was alongside ; on her 
bows, painted o n  a white ground was the Number Seven, 
a man climbed over the ship’s rail and in his hand was 
the pa]ier we were waiting tor! When the anchor was 
up and the pilot’s hell rung Ibr starting the engines, 
two of our party ran to look at. the ship’s clock : it stood 
at xeveit minutes past 7 i*..M...........

At Tutticorin, Mr. Padshah, one of our party, went ashore 
as his desire was to return by rail to Bombay, so as to seu 
Southern India: thelittleboat in which he went ashore we no­
ticed, after she had got clear from thecrowd of craft alongside, 
b o re  thy number forty-fcri'M. Going down the coast on our



outwind voyage, our steamer touched at /uurlei-n (7 X 2) 
ports : cilining homo our vessel, owing to tho monsoon 
weather ami the heavy surf along tin; Malabar • 'oast, 
visited only ,nwi. Ami, finally, as though to show us that 
our soptenatc destiny was not to hi; evaded, it  was a t  exactly 
,-rrrn o’clock— as the log of the  S. S. Ohnmla shows—  
when we sighted the  pilot oil Horn ba y harbour, at, 7"2i 
tho bell rang to slow down the engines, at, 7 '\7  the pilot 
stepped on the  “ bridge” and took command of th e  ship, 
nmi a t  !)'."!7 our anchor wa.s dropped otf the A]»o)lol$mider. 
and our voyage was thus ended on the 2+tli of July, tho 
.soventv-wf.,»,Mi//» day idler the  one on which wc had sailed 
for (.'nylon. T,o a.scriltc to mere coincidence this strange, 
if not altogether unprecedented, concatenation of events 
in which tlio .Number Seven was, as tin; astrologers might 
call it “ in tho ascendant,” would be an absurdity. The 
most superficial examination of th e  doctrine of chance 
will suffice to show that.  And. if, indeed, we must adm it 
that, some mysterious law of numerical potentialities is 
asserting itself in shaping the foi l lines of the Tliooso- 
phical Society, whither shall w" tu rn  for an explanation 
but. to those ancient Asiatic philosophies which were built 
upon the bed-rock of Occult Science {

.1 T l tU A T lS E  O N  T H K  YOU A  P H IL O S O P H Y .

u v  N. 1’A l ' t ,  U.H.M.C., SUH-ASsSlSTANT SUHGKON.

When in America, and Europe, wo affirmed upon tlie 
authority  of the testimony of eye-witnesses tho i | i ia s i . '  
miraculous physical endurance of certain ascetics in India, 
our statements won; invariably received by the genera) 
public with incredulity ; and sometimes by physicians, and 
men of science with contemptuous sneers. Some of tic; 
most humouristie articles, ever printed in the New York 
newspapers, were written sit our expense upon this text. 
When wo mentioned that we. had personally known not, 
only professional j ’ai-ii't and ■<(iniiyn*ix, but private Ja ins  
who under the  inspiration of fanaticism would abstain from 
brea th ing  for over twenty-two minutes, till they brought on 
a, dead trance, while others would last for over forty days 
and yel. survive, our evidence was regarded as little better 
than th a t  of a hopeless lunatic. Naturally, therefore, such 
an experience made us very guarded, and a t  last we came to 
speak with great diffidence upon the subject a t  all, except 
with good and trusted friends. Knowing what gigantic 
strides biological science was making, wo thought it could 
not bo long before some scientific experiment would turn 
up, which would prove the possibility of such phenomena 
and wrest, from sceptical science the confession of its pre­
vious ignorance, f t  now seems tha t  we were not to be 
disappointed.

A licuter’s telegram from New Volk, dated August 7, 
apprised the world of tho following stupendous event :—

•' l>r. Tinnier, w lio announced liis d iubciicf regarding m edicid  
theories about starvation , declarin g  In: could 1 iv<* for forty  d.i^s 
w ith o u t food, and w lio began licre L is se lf-im p osed  task  on tin; 
Ustli .tune. com pleted  it  to-iln.V, hut i* em aciated  and exlim m li-d. ’

A t once the idea occurred to us tha l  the time had at 
last arrived to make the world acquainted with certain 
facts which, before Dr. T anners  courageous experiment, 
would have been most assuredly classed by the ignorant 
as fictions along with other facts that, have heretofore 
appeared in our journal, but, a lthough supported by t ru s t ­
worthy evidence, been ranked by the sceptics its incredible. 
These facts are discussed in a small pamphlet, published 
at. Benares thirty you in ago hy au Anglo-lndiau doctor, 
which, on account of its subject being so distasteful to the 
incredulous, failed to a ttrac t the a ttention of men of science 
a t  that time. It. is through the obliging kindness of the 
venerable Pandit Lakshnii Narain Vyasa, of Allahabad, 
tha t  we are enabled to reproduce for tho instruction and 
gratification of our readers, from the copy in his posses­
sion, this, Dr. Paul's, excellent monograph on the Yoga 
.Philosophy. Though written so long ago, aud, of course 
containing none of the more recent speculations of science,

yet this work has a distinct value as an honest attempt to 
explain from the standing-point of a medical man, the 
reason tor this, tliiit, or the other of the Yogi’s stages tit 
discipline; which, as wo have shown, have been repudiat­
ed as “ scientifically'’ impossible, lint, as wo cannot say 
tliiit in every case the  author has succeeded in making 
himself or his facts clearly understood, we venture to 'ac­
company the tex t  with commentaries. And this with the 
double object iu view of silencing at once tho malicious 
accusation that our Society is no better than a school of 
“ magic.’’ the word being used to signify ridiculous super­
stition and belief in Hupvvnatu I'alium and of preventing our 
readers from receiving wrong impressions in general.

We are glad to say th a t  the eighteen months passed by 
us in this country, and the twelve-month existence of our 
journal have not been fruitless in experience. For during 
this period, we have learned at least one most iui)iortaut 
feature pertaining to the  actual state of Hindu society. 
W e find th a t  the. latter comprises two distinct, par­
ties, one, tha t  of the  free-thinkers, nil denying, sceptical, 
iind wholly materialistic, whether of the Bradlaugh party, 
or the “ modern school of thought the other, orthodox, 
bigoted, full of the unreasoning superstitions of the Ihnh- 
minical schools, and believing iu anything if it only tallies 
with one or the other of the P im m "* . Both the nee pin* 
vfr.ro. of exaggeration and, as the .saying goes, " each more 
Catholic than the Pope,” whether the la tter  is represent­
ed by Bradlaugh or the Caste Almighty, the  most inflexible 
of gods. The few honourable exceptions go bu t enforcing 
the general rule. .

The Theosophical Society— whatever any inimical paper 
may say— knew why it was wanted in India, and came ju s t  
in time to place itself between the above-named parties. 
Our journal, its organ, has from the beginning pursued the 
distinct policy of lending a friendly car to both these parties, 
and bidding its t ime to have its full say. By doing so it has 
puzzled many, given offence to a few—through no malice 
or fault of ours, though—but afforded instruction, wc 
hope, to such as have had the wit to understand its 
policy. And now tha t  the  end of the year is reached wc 
mean to commence our intended series of explanations 
by reprinting J)r. Paul's treatise, from mouth to month, 
with :i commentary upon the text as before stated. A t 
the same time the criticisms of all persons learned in the 
Yoga upon either  Dr. P au l’s views or our own arc invited. 
— £'</. Theos.

Comment.—This Treatise nmiiily relates ’to tlie practice* of 
the Hatha  not tlie Jlaja, Yoga,—tlioti^li the author lias devoted 
to cacli a distinct chapter. Wo will nolice the great difference 
between the two later on.— I'./l. Them.

Ain't ion’s P uki'ack.

The present Treatise contains the theory and practice 
of the Yoga, one of the  six systems of doctrine held by the 
Hindus. '

The Yoga treats of Various processes, by which the 
Hindu Kcstatici acquire tin; power of abstaining from 
eating and breathing for a long time, and of becoming in­
sensible to all external impressions.

The Hindu mystics (yogis) who practise yoga, retire 
into .subterranean retreats  (guphaf, they abstain from com­
mon salt, and are extremely fond of milk, on which they 
cliieHy l ive : they  are nocturnal in their habits, keeping 
retired in the d.ay; they are slow in their motions, and 
torpid in their m an n e rs ; they eat iind walk during the 
night. They practise two postures, termed Padmtisaiia, 
and Siddhasana, with a view to respire with the least pos­
sible frequency. '1 hey also dread the rapid ch. uges and 
inclemencies of the weather.

W hen the yogis are able to practise the above quiescent 
postures for the period of two horn's, thev com m ence to 
practise Pniiniyama, a stage of self-trance which is charac­
terised by profuse perspiration, tremblings of the system, 
and a  sense of lightness of the animal (economy. They 
next practise P ratyaluua, a stage of self-trance iu which



they liave the functions of the senses suspended. They 
then practise Dli/irana, a stage of self-trance in which .sen­
sibility and voluntary motion are suspended, and the body 
is capable of retaining any given posture, the mind being 
saiil to be quiescent in this stage of .self-trance.

The Yogis, after attaining the stage of Dhdrana (cata­
leptic condition), aspire to what is termed Dhyana, a stage 
of self-trance in which they pretend to be surrounded by 
flashes of eternal light or electricity, termed Ananta-jyoti, 
(from two Sanskrit words signifying endless or all-pervad­
ing light), which they say is the  universal soul. The 
Yogi's iu a slate of Dliyana are said to be clairvoyant. The 
J)hyuna of the Yogis is the  Turyd avastlm of the  Vedan- 
tists— the ecstacy of the Physicians, the  self-contempla­
tion of the German meameriser.s, and tho clairvoyance of 
the French philosophers.

Samadhi is the  last stage of self-trance. In  this state 
the yogis, like tho bat, the hedgehog, the  marmot, the 
hamster, and the dormouse, acquire the  power of support­
ing tho abstraction of atmospheric air, and the privation 
of food ami drink. Of samadhi or human hybernation 
there have been three, cases within the  last twenty-five 
years. The first case occurred in Calcutta, the second in 
Jesselmere and the third in the Punjab. I was an eye­
witness of the first case.

Of samadhi there are two varieties, termed Samprajna 
nnd Asamprajria. Colonel Townsend, who could stop the 
motion of his heart and arteries a t pleasure, and could die 
or expire when he pleased, and agaiu revive, was a ease of 
Samprajna samadhi.

The Jesselmere, the Punjabi, and tho Oulcuttu yogis, 
who assumed a death-like condition by swallowing the 
tongue, and who could not revive of themselves a t  pleasure, 
were cases of Asamprajna samadhi, as they were all resus­
citated by others who drew the buried tongue out. of the 
fauces and restore*I it to its normal place.

(*11 account of the  real obscurity of tho nature  of tho 
Yoga philosophy, anil of my u tter  ignorance of the Sans­
krit language, in which all the standard works on Indian 
mysticism are written, I must crave some indulgence if I 
have failed to do full justice to the  subject of self-trance as 
practised by the cold-blooded and hybernating philoso­
phers of the East.

in a state of repose, and fasting, he vitiated only 1 ,2 1 0  
cubic inches of oxygen, while, during digestion, this bulk 
was increased to between 1,800 nnd 1,900 cubic inches.

W ith a view to expire less carbonic acid, many iakirs 
fast during the day and take one moderate meal during 
the night. These aro called Naktabhoji.

Exerciso increases the am ount of carbonic acid in the 
expired air in a given time. Aware of this fact, tho ancient 
Hindu philosophers prescribed slow movements to such as 
wanted to exhale less carbonic acid.

Yogis aro recommended to move .slowly in order to ren ­
der their respiration less frequent.

TRiMTMRATUHK.

Human beings deteriorate a greater quantity  of air in a 
cold than in a warm medium ; th a t  is to say, they exhale 
moro carbonic-acid iu a eolil atmosphere than in a hot, 
one. Hence the Yogis are recommended to dwell, liko 
the burrowing animals, in subterranean retreats  wliich are 
remarkable for possessing a uniform temperature. The 
nearer tho tem perature  of the external air is to the animal 
heat, the less is the quantity  of carbonic acid iu the ex­
pired air. Hence the appetite  for food at the equator is 
less keen than in the. polar regions. The appetite for food 
is in proportion to tla- quan ti ty  of carbonic acid exhaled 
during a given time. I n a confined atmosphere less car­
bonic acid is evolved than in the  free ventilated air. 
Hence a Yogi delights to live in a gupha (subterranean 
cell) having a small door which is blocked up with clay by 
liis assistant.

i.O U ii s i 'U A K iM :.

The amount of carbonic acid exhaled in a given lime is 
greater in loud speaking than  iu a state of silence. Hence 
a Yogi is recommended to practise Mauuavrata,— tacitur­
nity, or the vow of ,silence.

M ISN'T A I. I.AJiCM/lt.

Mental labour diminishes tho quantity  of carbonic acid 
in the expired aii1. 11 once t lie Yogis aro recommended to 
a\oid physical exertions, ami to engage in meditation.

A TKKATISK OX T IIK  VO(iA l ’H I l .O S u l'H Y.

H kkouk entering on the  consideration of the  elements 
of human hybernation or Yoga, it  may not be altogether 
uninteresting to give a full account, of the nature  of the 
expired air, which the Sanskrit authorities term  Pn'uia.

The expired air contains more caloric and more watery 
vapour, is more elastic, and is of less specific gravity than 
t he inspired air. The average tem perature  of the expired 
air is fJ!)- ;> I*’.

The average quantity  of watery vapour expired in 21 
hours by an adult, in temperate climates, is 7 ,Hill,2 2 2  
grains. The bulk of carbonic acid in the 100  parts of the 
expired air, varies, according to different authorities, as 
shown by the table following:—

AuthuvUieg. Aceratje jiercenluye o f  car­
bonic acid by volume.

Prout................................ H* 4f>.
Coathupe,..........................  4‘ 02.
Thompson..........................  4‘ 10.
Vierordt,............. .............. 4‘ 334.
B runner and Valentine, 4. 3<S0.

The quantity  of carbonic acid evolved during the day 
is greater than what is excreted during the night.

For every 12 volumes of carbonic acid evolved during 
flic day, 10 are exhaled during the night. The  quantity  
of carbonic acid evolved in respiration is considerably in ­
creased after a full meal. Hence, moderation ind ic t,  te rm ­
ed Mitaharu, i.s recommended to persons who practise the 
suspension of the breath. Sequiu found tha t when lie was

■M K STA L AliSTUACTION.

When the mind is abstracted from its functions the 
amount of carbonic acid is lessened. Hence the Yogis are 
recommended to fix their sight on tho tip of the nose or 
upon the space between the  oyc-brows. These peculiar 
turns of the axes of vision .suspend the respiratory move­
ments and generally produce hypnotism. This process is 
termed Trataka in Sanskrit.

KKST.

The quantity  of carbonic acid exhaled in a given time 
is less in a state  of rest than in one of exerciso. Hence 
the Yogis are recommended to sit in the two tranquil and 
quiescent postures termed the Siddlulsana and Kanialasana 
of which a circumstantial account will be given while trea t­
ing of human hybernation.

The longer the state of rest i.s continued the less is tlio 
quantity  of carbonic acid evolved from the gradual decrease 
of the number of respirations. This is be tter illustrated 
by the following paragraph quoted from a standard work 
on Natural History.

“ In a specimen of Ijombus terrestris, which remained 
nt. rest for about half an hour, the respirations had be­
come deep and laboured, and were continued regularly at, 
about, fifty-eight per minute. A t  the expiration of one 
hundred and forty minutes, during which time the insect, 
remained in a state  o! repose, the respiratois wen; only 
forty-six per minute. A t  the expiration of a hundred and 
eighty minutes the respirations were no longer percep­
tible,’’



As tlio respirations are fewer in a given time, iu persons 
of sedentary habits, the  desire for food is proportionally 
loss keen. Owing to this circumstance, individuals load­
ing a  sedentary  life aro subject lo an infinite variety of 
diseases. A studious man d i g e s t s  bailly because. lio ex­
hales a very small quantity  of carbonic acid, owing to tlio 
diminished numbin' of respirations dependent on intense 
m ental application and on a sta te  of repose.

Milk diet is well suited to sedentary habits, and gene­
rally supersedes the employment of purgatives, emetics 
and cordials, which aro in such general vogue in the  t re a t­
ment of diseases arising from sedentary habits.

IN FLU E N C E  OK D ltY N ESS AN1) M O ISTU RE ON ’N IK  E X PIR E D
AI It.

H um an beings exhale! more carbonic acid in a dry a t ­
mosphere than  in a moist one.

INKLUF.NCH OK HRICMIT o l ’ PLACES.

The exhalation of carltonic acid is greater at tin; level 
of tlie sea than  011 mountains.

IN FLU E N C E  OK RADIATION AND V APORIZATION ON T ill'.
E X PIR E D  AMI.

On being exposed to the  open a ir  in a carriage or 011 
the deck of a ship, human beings exhale more carbonic 
acid than usual, from the more active radiation nnd eva­
poration from the animal economy.

IN F L U E N C E  OK CONDUCTORS AND NON-CONDUCTORS OX 

'I 'llH  E X PIR E D  A ll!.

W hen we are surrounded hv non-conductors, we exhale 
less carbonic acid, if the  atmosphere lie cold, than when 
surrounded by conductors:. Hence dealers in metallic 
utensils consume more food during tbe winter. A true 
Yogi is directed not to touch metals of any description. 
Tt may be observed that, hybomating animals are covered 
with non-conductors during their  long hybernal sleep. 
Hence the more warmly we are clad, the less is the quan­
tity  of carbonic acid evolved, and the less, consequently, is 
the  demand for food.

IN F L U E N C E  O F T IIE  D RIN K IN O  OF C'01,11 W ATER OX Ti l K 

F.X I'lltK D  AI It.

Those who are accustomed to drink large quantities of 
cold water, exhale more carbonic acid than those who 
drink a small quantity  of the liquid. A. Yogi is recom­
mended to take  a small quantity  of water to quench his 
thirst. 1 have known a native to abstain altogether from 
wator, and to maintain sound health a t  the same time.

IN FLU E N C E  O F  ALCOHOLIC LIQUORS OX T H E  E X PIR E D  A ll!.

The use of alcoholic liquor causes a considerable dimi­
nution in the amount of carbonic acid given out. The 
Aghoras, a sect of H indu fakirs, consume a large quantity 
of alcoholic liquor in tho course of the  2-1 hours.

Comment.—The Aghorns, or Aghom Pnntlin enn hardly be 
fairly compared will) or even be Paid to follow any Yoya  sys­
tem at all, not. even the Ilntlia Yoga. They are notorious for 
their filthy habits : cat carrion of various kinds, ami, in days 
o f  old, were even necuscd of devouring human flesh ! These 
persons certainly made spirituous liquors their habitual drink, 
and miliko real Yogis, extorted alms ami used their .system as 
n men' pretext for milking money. I ted need to n few miser­
able and disgusting wretches, they wero fiually suppressed, and 
have now disappeared.— Ed. Th.

IN FLU EN C E OF W EIGHT ON THK E X PIR E D  A ll!.

Persons who arc heavy exhale more carbonic acid than 
those who arc comparatively light. Hence the Yogis ex­
tenuate  their systems, restrain th e ir  passions, and subdue 
t heir vicious natures, by a pai'simonions use of food. Abst i­
nence favours longevity, by diminishing the waste of, 
matter. With frugal fare, St. A nthony lived 10-1 yea re ;

.lames the Hermit, 10-1- ; Arsenins, tu tor  of fhe Emperor 
Arcadius, 120; Simon tlie Stylite, 112; and Roniauld, 
120 . These persons took but. very little food. Cassian 
assures us thnt, the  common rate, for 24 hours, was 12 
ounces of bread and a sufficiency of pure wafer.

analysis, 1 2  ounces of broad will be

Water, — 2 M0 + ( {rains.
( 'arbon, — 1 :>:w. s do.
Oxygen, — - I ">24 do.
Hydrogen, — 2 0 r.. 2 do.
Nitrogen, --- 72 do.
Salts, — 1 2 0 do.

From the above analysis of the food of the fore-men­
tioned long-lived individuals, it  appeal's th a t  they con­
sumed a little more than 1500 grains of carbon in 2+ 
hours, and that, they respired less than six times per 
minute, as shown by the table following:—

.V TO. i s a . 10- 4 3 ! . 1- 7 1943. <17.

12. ■1- 10. I.V (HWS. I- 2.'.0. 2708- 18.

42. :!• :i. * 21. l.-.fi. I- oo«. 4f.0l- n .

48. 2- I). 140-1. ■12- l.M>. O- 8 8 ). TiH ]■ US.

fit!. O. 21128. 79 ' (*">(». n- 82:?. 14772 22

Abstinence diminishes fhe number of respirations; it 
diminishes the waste of body ; it promotes longevity.

According to the Hindu Rishis, whatever prolongs the 
interval (Kuniblmka) promotes longevity. The ' term 
Kumblmka means the interval between an inspiration 
(puraka) and an expiration (rcehaka.) The terms Puraka, 
Kumbhaka, and Uechaka are frequently met with in al­
most all the sacred writings of the Hindus. The object of 
the puraka, (the inspired air) is called Apana, and th a t  of 
the rechaka (the expired air) is called I’rana. The cessa­
tion of an expiration constitutes death, and the retent ion 
of the same, life. The suppression of expiration consti­
tutes Primayaina, a practice by which the Hindu pretends 
to acquire ashfaisiddhi (eight consummations), and to  over 
come death. It is the daily practice of tho Brahman 
mendicants who aspire to human hybernation or Yoga.

Comment,—liumnn byltei iinlioii belongs to tho Yoga system 
nnd may be teimcd one of its many results, but it cannot bo 
called “ Yoga,"— I'd. T/i.

The stoppage of the respiratory movements (Pranflya- 
maj, or rather the prolongation of the interval (Kumblia- 
ka) has a remarkable effect upon the  quantity  of carbonic 
acid in the expired air. Yierordt has made four series of 
experiments, in order to ascertain the extent of this in­
fluence upon the quantity  nf carbonic acid evolved from 
fhe lungs. In  the first series, he shut his mouth, and held 
his nose from 2 0  to (if) seconds, the longest period he 
could continue the experiment, anil then made the deep­
est possible inspiration. In the second series, he made 
the deepest inspiration possible, and then suspended (lie 
respiratory movements for a longer or shorter time, at 
the  termination of which he made the deepest expiration. 
This experiment he was able to prolong to 70, 5»0, and 
even 1 0 0  seconds. •

In  the  third series, he made an ordinary inspiration 
before suspending the  respiratory movements, anti after 
this suspension had continued for dilVorent periods up to 
:«) seconds, lie made an ordinary expiration. The fourth 
series of experiments which he performed was to ascer­



tain tlio period of time, after the  stoppage of the  respira­
tory movements, when tbe percentage of carbonic acid 
becomes uniform in tlic different parts of the lungs anil 
a i r ;  and this, be found, took place after 40 seconds.

He lias arranged the results of the first, three series of 
experiments, in several tables, exhibiting the diflerenee 
between the percentage and absolute quantity  of carbonic 
aeiil gas in the expired air, at. different periods after the 
suspension of the respiratory movements, under the cir­
cumstances mentioned, and when the respiratory move­
ments proceed in the  normal manner. In tbe first series 
of experiments, the  percentage of carbonic acid in the ex­
pired air, after the  respiratory movements had been .sus­
pended 2 0  seconds, was higher by l - 73 than  when these 
movements were normal. But the  absolute quantity  of 
carbonic acid evolved from the  lungs had diminished by
2- (i42 cubic inches, and a t  the end of oo seconds its per­
centage had increased 2. 32 ; bu t  its absolute quantity  had 
diminished to the extent of 1 2 ' 382 cubic inches per minute. 
When the respirations are 3 in num ber per minute, the 
percentage of carbonic acid may be reckoned o. 83, and 
the absolute quantity  of the gas in the expired air, 5-33,44"> 
cubic inches in a minute.

When there is but one respiration per minute, the per­
centage of carbonic acid in tlic expired air may be reckon­
ed at <)• 42, ami the absolute quan ti ty  of carbonic acid, 
I - 1)581 cubic inches per minute.

In  the second series of experiments, where the deepest 
possible inspiration preceded, and the deepest possible ex­
piration followed the  suspension of the respiratory move­
ments, the  above quantity  of carbonic acid evolved from 
the lungs tor the first 15 seconds, was somewhat more thau 
what there would have been, had these movements p re ­
ceded. B u t after this it began to diminish ; and when the 
respiratory movements had been suspended for 0 "» seconds, 
it was diminished to the extent of I4- 0 7 8  cubic inches.

At the end of 100 seconds the percentage of the carbo­
nic acid was 3' 08 above the normal quantity  in ordinary 
respiration. In the third series of experiments, the  carbo­
nic acid in the expired air a t  the end of 30 seconds, was
1 . o.ia per cent above the normal quantity. When the 
respirations were 2 in number per minute, the percentage 
of carbonic acid in the expired air was .v (!.">.

The normal number of respirations per m inute  is 1 2 : 
the average bulk of each expiration is 30" 5 English cubic 
inches ; and the normal percentage of carbonic acid i s 4 ' l ,  
by volume.

From the above experiments it is evident th a t  tho ab­
solute quantity of carbonic acid evolved from the lungs iu 
a given time, is less in retarded than  in normal expira­
tion, and that the percentage of carbonic acid is greater iu 
retarded thau iu normal expiration.

The exhalation of carbonic acid from the  lungs is m a te ­
rially diminished by the inaudible and frequent repetition 
of certain words, such as Om, Bain, Ac. &e. The inaudible 
pronunciation of Om, the sacred triliteral monosyllable, 
diminishes the  absolute quantity  of carbonic acid in the 
expired air of a given time. This constitutes the Japa  of 
Pranavu (or Om). Next, to abstinence, J a p a  ranks in im­
portance. A Dandi who repeats Om twelve thousand 
times every day, in an inaudible voice, generally lives 
upon a small quantity  of food.

Comment— Thus we find In I liis firs I. portion of iheTreatiso n full 
vindication of tlio Imbils o f tlio Hindu ascetics— nay those even 
o f tlio Christian saints o f  every period, from the tirst century 
down to our own day*, as we will prove. And hence the laugh 
of the ignorant, tiie sceptic and the materialist at what seem s 
to them tho most absurd o f  practices is turned against tho 
jokers. For we now see, that i f  au ascetic prefers a subter­
ranean cave to the open fresh air ; takes (apparently) the vow of 
silence and meditation ; refuses to touch money or anything 
metallic ; and, lastly, passes his days iu wlmt appears the most 
ludicrous occupation o f all, that o f concentrating his whole 
thoughts on the tip o f  liis nose, he does this neither for the 
take o f  playing an ainiless comedy nor yet out o f  mere un­
reasoned superstition but as a physical dt«;iplinc based ou

strictly scientific principles. Most o f the thousands of fakirs, 
gosseius, bnyraguis and others o f tlic mendicant order who 
throng the villages and religious fairs o f India iu onr present 
age, may be and undoubtedly are worthless and idle vagabonds, 
modern clowns imitating tho great students of the philosophic 
njics o f tin: past. And, thero is but little doubt that, though 
they ape the postures and servilely copy the traditional custom* 
of their nobler brethren, they understand no more why thoy do it, 
than tlio sceptic who laughs at them. liu t if  we look closer at 
the origin o f their school aud study l ’atanjali’s Yo/ja Yulya—  
wc will lie better able to understand and hence appreciate, their 
seemingly ridiculous practices. I f  the ancients were not. as 
well versed in the details o f physiology as arc our physicians o f  
the Carpenteriau modem school,—a question still sub judice— 
they may perhaps be proved on the other hand to liave fathomed 
this science iu another direction by other methods far 
deeper than tho former ; in short to have made themselves 
belter acquainted with its occult and exceptional laws than we 
are. That the ancients o f all countries were intimately ac­
quainted with wlmt is termed iu our days “ hypnotism” or solI- 
mesmerisation, the production, in a word, o f voluntary trance—  
cannot be denied. One o f  many proofs is found in tho 
fact that the sumo method described here is known ns a 
tradition and practised by tho Christian monks at Mount 
A thus even to this very day. These, to induce “ divino visions ” 
concentrate l.lieir thought* and fix their eyes ou the navel for 
hours together. A number o f  Russian travellers testify to such 
an occupation iu ihe (Ireek convents, and writers o f other 
nationalities who have visited this celebrated hermitage, will 
bear out our assertion........

Having made clear this tirst point and vindicated the Hindu 
Y ogis in tho name and upon the authority o f modern science, wo 
will now leave the further consideration ou the .-abject to our 
next number.— I'd. Th.

(T o  he continual.)

H O W  T H E Y  F A S T  I S  IN D IA .

HV A M A It ATI 11 M lilll l’AT. MAN.

.The Shravaks, a sect of the Jains of India, are in tho 
habit ot lasting annually during tin; holy week of Pnchosan. 
The fast of the week is observed by different persons iu 
several different ways, according to the power one may 
possess of enduring it. The less pious live on one meal si 
day for the week. Others fast aud cut alternately. Tlio 
more pious abstain from food for one, three, five, or eight, 
days successively. A veiy few, under a religious vow made 
before a priest, give out a.s their determination to carry on 
the fast for th irty  days, provided the state of their health 
should perm it the starvation without material injury to 
life. They proceed by instalments, so as to terminate tho 
fast at, regulated periods of five, eight, ten, fifteen, or twenty 
days according to circumstances. Those who determine on 
a month commence tiie fast on such a date tlmt. the thirty- 
first day may fall on the 5th of Bhadrapndu, a day sacred 
to the Risliis or ancient sages of India. On this day tlio 
fast, is broken and gruel of boiled Moong (Pliascohus 
Mungo) is chosen for tho break-fast. This i.s followed by 
a  soft pudding of whcat.cn Hour, and a small quantity of 
boiled rice, unt.il t.lie usual diet- is resumed in the course 
of fifteen or twenty days.

During the  fast, boiled water cooled down, is taken ml 
libitum, to which iu certain cases some infusion of ehireta 
is added when nausea, and vomiting occur. Daily ablu­
tions are performed, and a visit to the temple made regu­
larly as long as the strength permits. A female devotee, 
aged forty-five years under a fast, lor thirty days is said to 
have performed her daily ablutions, carrying a pitcher of 
water on her head to the temple in the vicinity of her 
house without much effort on her part. She died five 
months alter the observance of the fast, of an attack uf 
fever. As a rule, deaths do not occur during the fast; but 
a Shravak, aged fifty-three, has within bis recollection t wo 
instances, both of female's, who died idler the last, of th ir ty  
days, within fifteen or twenty days respectively, undoubt­
edly from the effects of starvation.



A ease of abstinence extendin'; over tilty-eight(lays is 
on record ; ami in view of wliat may be seen among the 
•lain Shravaks, Dr. Tanner, of Minnesota, in achieving liis 
forty days’ starvation, only proved tha t  in tlie m atte r  of 
lnnnan endurance which lias been known among Asiatics 
from time immemorial—though the  blind and groping 
doctors of Knrope and America appear to have overlooked 
Ihe fact.

Iind he determined lo carry on tho experiment 
until life ceased, the scientific interest, would be cer­
tainly great, inasmuch as it would determine the fact, 
at least in a single i n s t a n c e ,  of the possible duration 
of life without, food aud water in a human body sub­
jected to self-willed starvation. And it is to be borne in 
mind, tlmt self-imposed starvation with some object, in 
view, scientific or religions, must, differ in its effects from 
involuntary starvation caused by either  disease, ship-wreck 
or other circumstances. In  the  one case complete rest 
of mind is secured, preventing undue waste of tissues, 
whereas in the other, the troubled mind nnd efforts to 
obtain food causing rapid waste of tissues, would material­
ly hasteu the fatal termination.

O F F IC IA L  IU :P O R T  U P O N  A  S C O R P IO N  

P O IS O X  A N T ID O T E .

MADE TO THK IIAHOI1A COVKIINMKNT HY TH K  C IIIK F  MKDI- 

CAL OFKICK.K OK THK KTATK.

In tlie month of February 1870, a certain root, reputed to 
bo an antidote for scorpion stings, was given to me by Kao 
Bahadur Janardan Snkharam Gadgil and also officially 
sent for trial by His Excellency the Dewan Sahib with 
bis memo: dated the 2 1 st, February 187!), and endorsement 
No. 287 dated the 28th of the same month. This root, 
has received a very fair and extended trial upto this date, 
and as it  has shown very satisfactory results, it  seems 
desirable to publish the same.

2. There are a thousand and one antidotes for tho cure 
of scorpion stings, but. some of them are not readily pro­
curable, and others which can be procured or arc nt hand, 
do not generally produce the wonderful effects which are 
generally attributed to them. This root has many advan­
tages over such reputed antidotes inasmuch as, (1) it is 
easily procurable, (2 ) the manner of using it is very simple 
(H) it can be preserved for a long time, and (4) the result* 
accruing therefrom are generally of a very satisfactory 
nnture.

:t. The loot, in question wa.s several times tried by Rao 
Bahadur Jana rdan  Sakharam Gadgil before it. wa.s brought 
forward as an antidote, and thus used publicly. Mr. Gadgil 
wa.s kind enough to lend me some pieces and 1 had several 
opportunities of testing its efficacy, and I must, iu justice 
to tlio man who first gave it  to Mr. Gadgil. confess th a t  1c1 f o ■ t . . .
had very seldom any reason to be dissatisfied with its 
results.

4. Being thus impressed with it.s real efficacy, ltao 
Bahiulur .Tanardan Sakharam Gadgil and myself thought 
of giving it a more e x t e n d e d  trial, and in view thereof 
pieces of the root wore sent to all the hospitals and dis­
pensaries in His Highness’s territoiies. with instructions 
for its use in rases of scorpion stings. Regular registers 
were kept at. all these institutions and monthly returns 
were received from all. Many eases have been reported 
by tin; different medical officers and subordinates. A 
sta tem ent of these cases is attached hereto.

5. From the s ta tem ent it  will be seen that in all 804 
cases were treated with this root a t the several institutions. 
The kinds of scorpion are also mentioned in it and the 
cases have been tabulated accordingly. The chief varie­
ties were (1) the black, (2 ), the white, (X). the other kinds, 
and (4) those that’were not known.

l>. The following table shows the number of cases, 
treated, cured, and not cured and the approximate time 
required for the ernes.

T aulk N o. I.

Nn.
Varieties

o f
Scorpions.

Cured.

— 2 
z t
5J=

.■a 2 :-a s  j-g £  j 

•a  !-S 'M |-S J  ! _!------  i ,  3
32 2 1 i  = 1 " 

v  'C 5

R em nrkx .

1 l’l.ick wMirpion. 107 82 l!i 1 l mu 4

o White scorpion. ■jo 3 138 78 in is .'.47 <;

:i Otlier kind*. 20 IS 1) t* 2 29 t.

4 Kind not known u:> 82 30 O J* 114 l

Total............ 801 (>20 13(5 III 18 703 n

This table shows a very large percentage of cases cured. 
Of the 804 cases treated, only 11 cases failed to get relict, 
while 7!W cases have obtained relief from suffering. This 
shows a percentage of 08.(1 of the total cases which were 
cured, against only 1.4 per cent, of cases tha t  failed.

Pcirmtagcfi n f  cured:

Black !)(i.2
( )ther kinds 1 0 0 . 

Total !l8 .(i

White 08.!) 
Unknown 00.1 

Not cured 1.4

These results cannot b u t  bo considered very satisfactory. 
The cases mentioned above were reported upto the end of 
June. After this, some cases have occurred. They are 
tabulated below as an addendum to tho first table.

Variot.ioK 
■ >f

Cnrt'tl.

5 1 — u 
- S O  J S  X  4 J  C

—
f i x

lilnck scorpion. 

Wliitc scorpion. 

Other kind*. 

Kind not known

1

40 10

5 C _  
a  f

Mr
5  u

lieninrks'

1

•10

Total. -18 nr, 12 I 48

The total of the  two gives in all 8">2 cases.
7. There is one point which Ibclieve should be mention­

ed in connection with these cases, and that is t h i s : Although 
the root rapidly causes the pain in the limb or part stung 
to disappear, still in a few cases the pain is located to the 
sting for some time and it obstinately sticks to it for a few 
hours more. The application of the rubbed root even 
sometimes fails to remove this localized pain : But this was 
observed only in seventy-eight cases, (ride  statement, No. II) 
th a t  is, in about nine per cent, of the cases treated. The 
failure may bo owing to want of perseverance either on 
the: part of the patient or the operator.

S. As the root produces such remarkable results, it is 
necessary th a t  the name of the tree be made known. 
From a Botanical Examination, of the plant which was



Guznltlii (Sandesri).
( Tamil 3nr%'i(T»; (Kdranchembai.)
j Malayalam (Kedangu.)
! Telegu (Suiminta.)

Bengali (Vayijayanti.)
Hindi ^cT (Jait.)

. ITrdu (Ravaseen.)

shown to 1110 us yielding tlio root, I believe it belongs to 
tlie natural order— Lcguininosce.—

Sid>-o)'iler,

Miinosu’.
Botanical name, Sesbaniie Egypticeca, Marathi name 

R ^ h s j l f l  (white slievri without thorns.)

From  tlic  
u sefu l p lants  
o f In d ia  liy 
C olonel II. 
Drury.

9. There are two species of this, ( 1 ) bearing white 
flowers, and (2 ) bearing yellow Mowers. (I) The white is

1 of 2 kinds, (n) tlie root of the one has n red bark and the 
inner structure of it is white. It is also heavy, and the 
flowers are smaller. This is not so efficacious as the other 
variety, (b) T he  other has largo flowers. T he  root is 
covered with yellowish white bark and the inner struc­
ture is yellow. The root is l ighter than the  first kind. 
This is most efficacious, both when fresh and dried. (2 ) 
The yellow species yields roots which are equally effective 
when fresh ; when dried they are not so efficacious.

10. As the roots were indiscriminately supplied by 
Mr. N atekar who originally gave the root it  was not prac­
ticable to ascertain the relative value of each of them in 
the experiments above noted.

11. The tree is a large perennial one without thorns, 
with oblong linear obtuse and compound pinnate leaves. 
The leaflets are from ten to eighteen in pairs ; flowers 
large (white or yellow) in oxillariz Eaccmes ; calyx five 
cleft, in appearance somewhat like the  flowers of the aca­
cia ; legumes linear, slender, much contracted between 
the seeds.

12. The root of this tree is the part  tha t is used as an 
antidote for scorpion stings. The other parts of the tree 
are also useful, especially the leaves, which are used as 
applications iu rheumatism.

fit. If, may be desirable to mention th a t  Mr. N a te k a r  
believes tha t  tho degree of efficacy depends also on 
the time when the  root is cut off' from the  tree, l i e  
says tha t  the root should be cut when the sun begins to 
decline, say after 3 r.M . Healso considers tha t  it is better 
to cut them on Sundays than  on o ther week days. Iu  all 
Sanskrit works it  is advised to cut vegetables in this way. 
Perhaps towards evening the circulation of the sap 
throughout all parts of a tree is more equalized.

14. The root is cut out from the true  or false roots 
into small pieces about three or four inches in length. I t  
is washed clean and then used. The mode of using it, 
although very simple, may appear unscientific. Passes aro 
made with the root from the  extreme parts  ol' the body 
up to which the pain may have extended to the part 
where the scorpion has indicted the sting. Tho root 
should be moved slowly over the affected part with one 
end directed close to the skin of the part, but not touch­
ing it, say about one-fourth of an inch distant from tin; 
surface of the integument. Reverse passes should not be 
made. After a few m inutes’ passes, the pain becomes lo­
calized to the spot whore the sting is inflicted ; the root 
should then be held over it till the pain disappears.

15. I f  the pain a t  or near the sting docs not disappear 
or lessen soon, the root may be rubbed with w ater on a 
hard substance aud a small quantity  of it appliod over 
the sting. I f  this should cause the pain to spread through 
the limb or part  stung, instead of causing it to disappear, 
it should be got rid of by means of the passes of the root 
described above.

Hi. Iu very severe case;-, an hour is required to bring 
down the pain to the part s tung and hence perseverance 
is necessary, both on the part of the person stung and the

person m aking the  passes. Sometimes when the root 
gets dried, it fails to produce the desired results. I t  should, 
therefore, be moistened before being used.

17. The inoitut< operiintll of this root cannot a t  this 
stage of inquiry be thoroughly explained. Physiology 
and Therapeutics maintain tha t  the action of medicinal 
agents always takes place on the human economy through 
the blood w hether they are used internally or applied lo­
cally, in whatever form the medicine may be used; but
the mode of action of a drug as described above is not . . ® 1 » • yet recognized, and hence it may appear to the profession
to be ai'ainst the known facts of science. B u t whateverO
may be said of this, it is quite certain tha t it pnxluces 
satisfactory results. One additional fact may be here 
noted. W hen the root is brought nearer the skin of the 
affected part, the pain is intensified and a sensatioji is felt 
as though some discharge is taking place through the 
part. This sensation is lessened as soon as the distance 
between the root and the  skin is increased.

18. I have contented myself with the sta tem ent of 
facts as found by experiments. 'I’lie rationale must be 
determined by the profession. Dr. Shamsoodin J .  Sule- 
man has been good enough to analyse the root and to com­
municate to me the result. The following substances 
have been found in it :—

Iron. Soda.
Calcium. Silica.
Magnesium. Sulphuric acid.
Fluorine. Carbonic acid.
Chlorine.
Potash.

Fluorine seems to be an unusual element in a vegetable 
drug, l i e  has also performed some experiments with the 
root with a view to ascertain whether it possesses any 
electric or magnetic properties, and has come to the con­
clusion that it manifests neither.

lft. I have had occasion to treat about a  hundred cases 
myself with the root and in only two of the cases I found 
it failed to cun;.

2 0 . Mr. (Jadgil’s opinion about its action is equally 
favourable. It is attached hereto.

2 1 . There aro some communications from different 
persons about its efficacy. Copies of these are attached 
to this paper.

22. Some people, say that the relief from pain may be 
due to the effect, of imagination, and that any other root 
or any other substance used in a similar way mav prod nee 
the same results. This is met bv the fact that roots of 
the same variety, bu t  not of the same species, failed to effect 
any cure and th a t  other roots used similarly also failed.

2 .S. W ith  these facts and observations 1 place the  root 
before the profession and the public.

24. 1 hope tha t  those who will use this root will favour
me with any observations th a t  may occur to them.

(Signed) IfiiAi.uiiANimA Iyiusiixa.

Burmin, l(Jth Ainiiinl, 1SS0.
My experience of tho. root which cures the scorpion sting 

entirely accords with the results arrived a t  by Dr. Bhalchan- 
dra, Up to th is  time, more than four hundred eases have 
been cured a t  my house, and almost every day new patients 
come iu. 'Phi! average time of cure is half.-in hour from 
the commencement of the passes. I recollect no case ot 
positive failure, the euro being only a question of time. 
Some obstinate cases taxed my patience or that of my men 
for about an hour and a. hall' each, but there was always 
success at the end, and many a patient that came actually 
crying went away smiling. I had occasion to test the  
efficacy of the root in my own person, for I had a. scorpion 
sting lately. The pain soon diminished under the p;isses 
and wits localized in the  wound ; in about half an hour 1 
could resume my office work. One thing is worth noting—  
whereas the scorpion sting produced an intense burning 
sensation in the part stung, the passes by the root had the  
effect of producing a perceptibly cool sensation round about 
the sting us a preliminary to the extinction of the puiu iu
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I lie wounded pail. It is for l.lio Medical Profession to as­
certain tlio •ia>»h'.x (>prrav'l.i. of tliu antidote.

I .sent tliu aiitidoto to (liu leading officers and others iu 
this city, ami have received replies from most of them 
about their experience in llio matter, wliich replies 1 have 
sent to Dr. Blialchandra. Only two of them say tlmt they 
ilid nut, find the root efficacious, whereas all others testify 
to its greater or less efficacy. Even these two cases of 
failure are useful, for they dispel the idea that the curative 
virtue is not in the root hut in the patient’s imagination. 
A had or a very old root fails to effect euro, b u t  a good and 
iresli root is found to reliexe pain iu a  remarkably short 
time.

(« • ! .) J a n a i u j a n  S a k i ia k a m  O a ix s ii .,

DJl. TA S S E . l l  A S I )  T H E  V E D IC  D O V T J tJN E  
A B O U T  F A S T S .

IIV I I A u  nA  II A l  H i t  . l A V A H h A N  S. LiA IK i l  I., I , I . .H „

Cwiiici/lor o f thTbcusophicul Society.

Mow that Dr. Tanner’s forty days’ fast is exciting public 
attention in America and Europe, it  may not be inoppor­
tune to notice tlio Vedic doctrine <>11 the subject of tlio 
capability of tbe human body to bear fast, and the theory 
on which it is founded. In tin: Chhaudogya Upanishat of 
the Sainveda, sixth Prapathaka, thero is a dialogue be­
tween Svetaketu aud his father on the subject. The 
following is a free rendering of it, as explained by Slian- 
karacharya in bis Bhashya on the  Upanishat.

The father says to the son— “ The food wliich a human 
being eats, becomes transformed a lter various processes 
into three substances, viz., the heaviest par t  of it, becomes 
Jurcs, the middling part of it becomes//e.1*//, and the nicest 
part of it l>ecomes the mini/. The water which is drunk 
becomes transformed into three substances, viz., the heavi­
est part of it lK’Comes urine, tlio middling part  of it be­
comes blot*/, and the nicest part of it becomes tbe jm iuii, 
tha t  is, tin; vital breath. Tho substances in which the 
element of fire predominates, such as oil, ghee, &<•., when 
taken into the human system, become transformed into 
throe substances, viz., the heaviest part of it becomes tho 
boHi’x, the  middling part of it becomes the hrain, and tho 
nicest part of it  becomes the n i l  or the organ of speech. 
Therefore, Ob son, the mind consists of food, the pnina, 
or vital breath, of water, and tbe rtik, or oigan ol speech, 
of tiro." The son says :— “ Oh father, explain the same 
again by an illustration,'’ to which the father thus replies 
■—“ dust, as when the curd is churned, tho nicest part rises 
111 > and becomes butter, so the nicest part of the foot I 
which is eaten rises up (is sublimated ') nnd becomes the 
mind. The nicest part of the; water which is drunk, rises 
up and becomes the pnina  or vital breath. The nicest 
of those things in which tho element of lire predominates 
rises lip and becomes vvk or the organ of speech. There­
fore, Oh son. the mind consists of food, tho prttiiu  of 
water, and the viik of tire.” The son says:— “ Explain, 
Oh father, the same subject still further.” Tho father 
thereupon proceeds:—“ This human being has sixteen 
capacities or degrees, which wax or wane according as the 
mind receives strength or is deprived of strength by the 
accession or the deprivation of the nicest part of eaten 
food. If you want to know this by actual experience, take 
no food for fifteen days. You may drink water as much 
as you like : as the p ru n a  or the vital hi oath consists of 
»rater, you will die if you do not, drink water.” The sou 
accordingly ate no food foi lift eon da vs, and o i l  tho six­
teenth ilay, he approached his father, and said “ AVImt 
shall 1 say now t” The father said— “ Repeat the Rik 
Yaju, and Sam Vedas wliich you have, studied." The son 
said— “ Oh father, I do not recollect them.” The father 
then said to him— “ Ju s t  as a glow-worm-like ember, which 
remains out. of a large lire tha t was kindled, is not. able to 
burn much iu th a t  state, so only one out of the  sixteen 
degrees o f y o u r miml is now remaining, and, th e a 'f o re ,  yo u

are not able to recollect the Vedas. Follow my advice and 
von will again know everything. You should now re­
commence to eat.” Tho son did so, ami then again ap­
proached his father. The father asked him to repeat ami 
explain the. Rigveda, <tr., and he did repent and explain 
everything that wras" asked. Whereupon tho father said 
to him, “ Oh son, just a.s when tho glow-worm-like ember 
out of the largo lire when fed by (dry) grass, glows again 
into a large fire and is then able to burn a great deal, in 
the same manner, ono out of your sixteen degrees wa.s still 
existing, and when it was fed by food and thus made to 
grow, you then could recollect the Vedas. Thus then. Oh 
son, the mind consists of fowl. t h o j m u i a  or the vital 
breath of t rater, and tho vul; or the organ of speech of/m.'."

As Dr. Tanner has now finished his self-imposed ordeal, 
ho will probably let the world know whether ho found his 
memory or other mental faculties impaired or affected, 
and whether he found it necessary to drink water, &c.#

T H  p; I h l M O U I t K D  IIA15U P K A U Y  C H A M J  M I T T 1 I A ,  K. T .  S.,  

of Calcutta, has sent us a copy of his latest publication, 
a tract bearing the title of “ Stray Thoughts on Spiri­
tualism,'’ in which in his peculiarly succinct and nervous 
style he has epitomized much useful information upon th.; 
spiritual part and life of man. Few fo re igner  liave so 
perfect a command of idiomatic English, and few Indians 
have laboured so long and devotedly to fan the embers of 
patriotic feeling in the hearts of their  countrymen. We 
take it a.s a high compliment that lie should say, as he 
docs in this pamphlet, tha t  our magazine “ should l>e read 
by every native of India, as the object of the Thcosophi- 
cal Society is to unfold the hidden treasures of Indian 
li te ra tu re /’

DAVI D K. D irm .E V , KKQ„ M. I)., AX A.MKIUCAN PHYSICIAN 
and Surgeon of ability and learning, and a Councillor of 
the Theosophical Society, who has recently taken up his 
residence at Bombay, and who contributed to our August 
number au interesting paper upon Solar Volcanoes, has 
begun a course of illustrated lectures upon the H um an 
Eye, before the Bombay Branch of our Society. The 
introductory discourse was exceedingly interesting. Dr. 
Dudley is a graduate  of the New York University and 
the Now York College of Physicians and Surgeons, two of 
tin; most famous among American schools of medicine and 
surgery. A t  the la tte r  ho was a fellow student with the 
lamented Dr. Doolittle.

WK AUK. IN D K H TEl) TO T IIK  KINDNKSS UK HA I.V A NTH A<) 
Vinayak Slmstrce, Es<|., of Shastroo Hall, Bombay, for the 
following interesting E.rtrort fro m  the ( 'Immoloifiral, 
(modern) To I ilex o f  the Enci/rlaptnl to. M etropolitan a, Cabi­
net. Edition of 18’>7, page liNO.

“ 18 1 * * * * * T * * 
An Arabian philosopher at Bassora transmutes, by means 
of a while powder, from melted pistol bullets into a piece of 
gold, of the same weight, and valued at ninety piastres, 
in the presence of M. Cohpihoun, Acting Resident.”

I>r. Tanner 'li<t um; w ater tlirwiy(lioiil liis long fast. -E d. 'i'll.

t a b u : o k  c o n t e n t s .
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T H E  A S IA T IcT o T O L A iT M A G A Z IN E .

c o n d u c t e d  b y  h . p . b l a v a t s k y .

U N D E R  T H E  A U S P IC E S  O F T H E  T H E O S O P H IC A L  SO CIETY .

Til 1C Proprietors have pleasure in iinnouncing that this useful and popular periodical will begin its Second 
Volume with the  issue for October 1880. All yearly subscriptions for tho F irs t  Volume will expire with tbe  number 
for September 1880, and persons wishing to continue as subscribers m ust remit for the  new term in advance as here­
tofore. Tlie same rates will be charged as befo re ; and the price being barely large enough to cover the  cost of produc­
tion, no credit can or will be given in any case.

As a guarantee th a t  the Proprietors will fully perform every engagement they  call attention to the  fact th a t  they 
liave given their  subscribers to the F irs t  Volume 318 pages of reading m atte r  instead of the  240 pages promised. 
This is equivalent to sixteen full monthly numbers in a twelvemonth. The magazine has also appeared promptly 
nt the beginning of each month, and will continue to do so in future.

The Second Volume will be even more interesting than th e  first, contributions having been engaged ftom some 
of the  most em inent Asiatic, European and American scholars. The magazine will, as hitherto, be the true and u n ­
daunted friend of th e  Asiatic people and champion of their ancient philosophies and religions. I ts  projectors ask the 
sym pathy and co-operation of every Aryan patriot.

RA TES OF S U B S C R IP T IO N  (the cash invariably to accompany order) as follows:—
I ndia  .................Its. ti Stiiaits S i.ttlements, China , J .u 'an U.u .v Y k iu i.y It.vn: f o r  India  li». 4
CtvLoN .......................  „  7 and Australia ...........................Us. 8 S inglk Cory IU tl io n  India.......Ana. 12

• Ahu ca , Kuiiori: and Nohtii and Suutii Amkiuca...X 1

Remittances of every kind payable to order of “ The Proprietor's of the TilEOSOrHiST,” Girgaum, Bombay, India.

F O U R T H  E D IT IO N ,  1 1 7 7 7 /  E N G R A V E D  P O R T R A I T  O F T H E  A U T H O R .

ISIS UNVEILED:
A M A ST E R -K E Y  TO T H E  M Y S T E R IE S , O F  A N C IE N T  S C IE N C E  A N D  TH EO LO G Y . By H. P. B L A ­

VATSKY, Corresponding Secretary of the Thcosophical Society. 2 vols. large royal 8vo., of about 1400 
pages, cloth extra, Its. 25—reduced from Rs. 30.

. Opinions o f L m d im j Journidt).

“ Tliis monumental work * * * about everything relating to magic, mystery, witchcraft, religion, spiritualism, which would bo 
valuable in an encyclopedia.”— XuriU American lteview.

“ I t must be acknowledged that she is a remarkable woman, who lias read more, seen more, aud thought more than most wise men. 
H er work abounds in quotations from a dozen dilt'erent languages, not for the purpose of a vain display of erudition, but to substantiate her 
peculiar views, * * * her pages are garnished with foot-notes establishing as her authorities some of the profouudest writers of the past. 
To a large class of readers, this remarkable work will prove of absorbing interest. * * * * Demands the earnest attention of thiukers, ami 
m erits nn analytic reading.”— Ilonton Evening Tramcript.

“ The appearance of erudition is stupendous, lieference to and quotations from the most unknown aud obscure writers in all lauguagcs 
abound, interspersed with allusions to writers of tho highest repute, which have evidently been more than akimmed through.”—»V. Y. In ­
dependent.

“ An extremely readable and exhaustive essay upon the paramount importance of re-establishing the Hermetic Philosophy in a 
World which blindly believes that it has outgrown it.”—lY. 1'. World.

“ Most remarkable book of tho season.”—Com. Advertiser.
“ To readers who liavo never made themselves acquainted with tho literature of mysticism aud alchemy, the volume will furnish tho 

materials for an interesting study—a mine of curious information.”— Evening 1'ost.
“ They give evidence of much and multifarious research ou the pui'L of the author, and contain a vast number of interesting stories. 

I’ersous fond of the inarvollous will find in them an abundance of entertainment.”—X. J". San.
A marvellous book both in m atter and manner of treatment. Some idea may be formed of the rarity aud extent of its contents 

when the index alone comprises tifty pages, and we venture nothing in saying that such an index of subjects was never before compiled by 
any human being. • * • But the book is a curious one aud will no doubt lind its way iuto libraries because of the unique subject m atter 
it contains, * * * will certainly prove attractive to all who are interested iu the history, theology aud the mysteries of tho ancient world.”— 
Daily Graphic.

‘‘ The present work is the fruit of her remarkable course of education, aud amply confirms her claims to the character of an adept iu 
secret science, and even to the rank of a hierophant iu the exposition of its mystic loro.” Y. Tribune.

“ One who reads the book carefully through ought to know everything of the marvellous and mystical, except, perhaps, the passwords. 
‘ Is is’ will supplement tho Anacalypsis. Whoever loves to read Godfruy Higgins will be delighted with Mum. Blavatsky. There is a great 
resemblance between their works. Both have tried hard to tell everything apocryphal aud apocaly'ptic. I t  is easy to forecast tlie recep­
tion of this book. With its striking peculiarities, its audacity, its versatility, aud the prodigious variety of subjects which it notices aud 
.handles, it is ono of the remarkable productions of the century.”— .V. 1'. Herald.

“ Iu  nothing does Madame Blavatsky show her wonderful ability in a more marked degree than iu her use of the Kii'dish language. 
Her stylo is singularly vigorous, perspicuous aud piquant. Her scholarship is varied and comprehensive. In metaphysical** k e e n n e s s  shy 
«hows a power that few writers of our day have attained to. We doubt if .Mrs. Ljwas (Gjorge Elliot), can b.: called her equal in this respect. 
Her critical insight is also most remarkable. I t  seuuu more like au intuition thau the result of study, ami yet that she has been a pro­
found student the authorities referred to in her work abundantly show. From the specimens we have seen of its pa''es wo can vouch for 
its absorbing interest, aud for the streurth  and fascination of the style.”— Epis Suri/eant. °

" We do not hesitate to express the opinion that she has made a gallant and iiiaasurably successful olfort at elucidating tho most, 
absorbing and importaut problems life can furnish. If tho veil of Isis has not indeed baeu swept away, at least so many of tlio folds have 
been fenjoved that we are afforded u partial insight iuto the mysteries and splendors of the Goddess. If our author b;LS not achieved au 
unquestioned triumph, where such a result would have beeu specially gratifying, she has a t least the consolation of knowim' th a t she has 

'surpassed all her predecessors iu A task, complete fa a u re to ac hieve which would have involved no humiliation. She has produced a uninue 
work, and it will become a classic."—Sacramento Record- Union, 1
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" . . . .I t  will supply n long-full national w an t— th a t  of some 
orirjt.it through which native scholars could make them- 
sefves felt in the European American worlds of thought. 
No Hindu need shrink from comparing the  intellectual 
monuments left by his ancestors with those left by the 
progenitors of any Western people. The world has never 
produced but one Vedic philosophy, and the tirst to fathom 
tlie nature of the hum an soul were the  llishis. Since the 
T iikoSophist  carefully abstains from politics, and its plan 
is o n e  of a  Universal Brotherhood, it  should be welcomed 
by every sect anil people throughout the  world. Ami as 
it recognizes the Aryans as the fathers of all religions and 
sc ie n c e s , Hindus owe it their enthusiastic support .”— The 
A m rila  B azar Patrika, (Calcutta) Septem ber 11, 1870.

■<........Though it  takes the  reader ofl and far away Irom
the beaten paths of Western classics, few can afford to 
underrate the indications of thorough scholarship and 
eclectic philosophy with which several articles^ of this 
number are replete .”— B om bay R eview  a n d  I n d ia n  A d -  
verti#cr, October 4, 1870.

........The  present number is well go t up and contains a
number of excellent articles ou the subjects of Theosophy,
Spiritualism, &c..............The journal promises to achieve
much success and prosper.”— ln d v -P ra k a sh ,  (Bombay)
October 6 , 1879.

........The new periodical will probably obtain an ex­
tensive circulation amongst the Natives.”— Statesman, 

(Calcutta) October 7, 1870.
■■........W e have no space to do justice  to all the  articles

in the  present num ber of the T iikosoph is t .  T h a t  it  is a 
credit to its promoters, no one will be disposed to deny. 
The get-up is excellent for a Bombay press. The TilKoso- 
p i i is t  should tind many readers."— The I n d ia n  Spectator, 
(Bombay) October 12, 1870.

■>........ [t is needless to point out th a t  a monthly m aga­
zine under her (Mine Blavatsky’s) auspices cannot but 
become a periodical of strong interest for the large and 
varied public lyiug between the two religious extremes— 
atheistic materialism on the one side and simple orthodoxy 
on the other .— The P ioneer , (Allahabad) October 11,1870.

" ........We can only say this much here th a t  the  issue to
hand fully m eets the expectations th a t  were formed of 
it  as to the m a tte r  i t  would contain. Wc wish every suc­
cess to the  journal it  so richly deserves.”— X u  tire Opinion, 
(Bombay) October 20, 1870.

“ ...... .The T hkosophist made its appearance, jus pro­
mised, on the  1st of this month, and any one whose curio­
sity lias been aroused by the mission of Madame Blavatsky 
and her friends from America, may find much to interest 
them in a perusal of the varied contents of the new 
magazine..........”— The Timet o f  India, October 15, 1870.

........There is a  tone of elegance and scholarship about
the  whole of this periodical, which almost leads European 
renders to envy it. The translations of the Indian sacred 
documents given have the advantage of being revised 
by Hindus and there is, accordingly, a  decidedly Oriental 
aspect to the  whole work, which contrasts with the  .attempts 
certain Gorman speculators have made to see the Vedas 
through the  spectacles of Vatorlaud if not of Vater. All 
students of Oriental lore who have derived their  ideas 
from the current philological treatises, which are, in fact, 
chicHy mere dilutions of Schleicher, m us t  peruse this work 
for tl lemselves, and, if they  have patience, will bo able 
to understand for themselves how some Hindus accept all 
the sacred writings of the  East. A periodical of this 
nature beiii" published a t  the present moment must a ttrac t 
some attention on the par t  of the intelligent Hindus, who 
(at least some of them) have not been altogether ground 
d o w n  under the Mahomcdan religion of . the  East. Still 
there is not a word iu this paper which is offensive to any 
class of theologians. To show th a t  i t  is a  thoroughly

y

le a rn e d  p ro d u c tio n , i t  is m e r e ly  n ecessary  to  in d ic a te  th a t  
t h e  n a m e  a p p e a r in g  on t l ie  co v er a s  c o n d u c to r  is th a t  o f
H . P . B la v n tsk y , tl ie  e r u d i te  a u th o r  o f “ Is is  U n v e ile d , '’ 
an il o n e  o f  th e  g r e a te s t  liv in g  O rie n ta lis ts . W e w ish  th a t  
th e  T h k o s o p iu s t  d id  h o t  com e o u t  a s  fa r  o ff a s  B om bay .” 
Public Opinion, (L o n d o n ,) N o v e m b e r  1871).

" ......... I t  is so m e w h a t s t r a n g e  th a t  th e  Y o g a  p h ilo so p h y
w ith  i t s  m y s te r io u s  r i te s , w h ich  h ad  a lm o s t d ied  in  In d ia , 
a n d  w hitfh e v e ry  e d u c a te d  n a tiv e  w as ta u g h t  to  rid icu le , 
sh o u ld  re c e iv e  h e lp  fro m  th i s ,  u n e x p e c te d  ip ia r te r , and
p ro m ise  to  rise  a g a in  to  b e  a  d i s p u te d  q u e s t io n .............. B u t
w h a te v e r  success  th e  jo u r n a l  m ig h t a t t a in  in  a r r e s t in g  th e  
p ro g re ss  o f  m a te r ia lism , o r  in  g a in in g  o v e r ad v o ca te s  to  its  
cause , i t  is n o n e  th e  less c e r ta in , t h a t  i t  sh a ll p rove  on 
o th e r  g ro u n d s  e m in e n tly  u se fu l to  o u r  c o u n try m e n . T h e  
la rg e  h u m a n i ty  i t  b r e a th e s  in  e v e ry  co lu m n , th e  U n iv e rsa l . 
B ro th e rh o o d  i t  a d v o ca te s , a n d  th e  s y m p a th y  i t  e x te n d s  to  
a ll c la sses  o f  p e o p le  c a n n o t  b u t  m a k e  i t  p o p u la r  a n d  a t  th e
sam e  t im e  u s e fu l ........”— Native Opinion,  N o v e m b e r  HO, '
1879 .

“ .............I t  is  a  la rg e , w e ll-p r in te d  jo u r n a l ,  fu ll o f in te r e s t ­
in g  re a d in g ,.m u c h  o f  i t ,  c o n tr ib u te d  b y  n a tiv e s  o f  In d ia , .
a n d  a ffo rd in g  a n  in s ig h t in to  th e  re lig io u s  th o u g h t  o f  th e  
fa r  E a s t . . . ”— The Spiritualist,  (L on d o n ) O c to b e r  31, 1870 . 1

" .W c  g re e t  o u r  c o n te m p o ra ry  a s  a  noble foe, a n d  •
w ish  i t  a ll  su ccess  in  th e  d o m a in  o f u t i l i ty .......... ”— The
Philosophic Inquirer, (M ad ra s) J a n u a r y  11, 1880.

“ T h e  T h k o s o p iu s t  h a s  now  o u tl iv e d  th e  n ece ss ity  for 
a  fr ie n d ly  n o tic e  from  i t s  o ld e r  c o n tem p o ra rie s . B u t  we 
h a v e  ta k e n  su ch  in te r e s t  in  i t  from  th e  b e g in n in g  o f its  
c a ree r , i t  h a s  so w ell ju s t i f ie d  o u r  in te re s t , th a t  w e need
llo e x cu se  for r e tu rn in g  to  i t  for th e  fo u r th  tim e . T h e  
c u r r e n t  ( J a n u a ry )  n u m b e r  is te e m in g  w ith  to p ics  o f  p e c u lia r  
v a lu e  to  th e  In d o p h ile  in  scieiice, a r t , a n d  ph ilo so p h y , , 
w h ile  to  h im  w ho  ‘ re a d s  a s  h e  ru n s ,’ its  co lu m n s o p en  u p  
fresh  a v e n u e s  o f  th o u g h t  w h ich , lik e  so  m an y  n ew  d is -  ’ 
co v eries , fill h im  w ith  g la d  su rp r is e s  an d  te n d  to  e x p a n d  ” 
h is  n a rro w  v is ion . I n  th i s  re s p e c t th e  e s ta b lis h m e n t o f th o  . 
T iiK oso rH lS T  m a rk s  a  n ew  e ra  iu  th e  h is to ry  o f m o d e rn  
A r y a v a r t ; a u d  e v e ry  t r u e  A ry an  h e a r t  w ill b e a t in  u n iso n  . 
w ith  th is  ex p re ss io n  o f  o u r  s in ce re  hope  th a t  th e  T h k o -  
SOI’IIIST m a y  h a v e  a  long , p ro sp e ro u s  a n d  u se fu l c a r e e r . . .” 
Bom htiy  Reriew and, Indian Advertiser, J a n u a r y  17 , 1880 .

" T h e  F e b ru a r y  n u m b e r  o f th e  T h k o s o p iu s t  h a s  j u s t ' 1 
b een  p u b lish e d , an d  i t  is  p e rh a p s  th e  m o s t in te re s t in g  for
th e  lo v e rs  o f  m y s tic a l lo re  o f a n y  o f  th e  se r ie s .............. "  .
The B o m b a y  Gazette, F e b ru a r y  3, 1880.

" I t s  l i s t  o f  ‘ a d d it io n a l su b sc rib e rs ’ th ro w s  a  halej o f  g o ld en  
h e a lth  o v e r  th e  c o lu m n s  o f th is  m o n th ’s T iik o s o p iiis t . 
T h is  is sa tis fa c to ry . ‘ T h e  fe a s t o f  good th i n g s ’ with*-1 
w h ich  th i s  lu s ty  c a te r e r  m o n th ly  p ro v id e s  th e  p u b lic  h a s 1 ■ 
rece iv ed  access ion  o f  s t ie n g th  a n d  sa v o u r from  a  P ars i an d
a  M oslem  c o n tr ib u to r . T h is  too  is s a tis fa c to ry ........."—
B om bay Review and Indian A dvert iser ,  F e b ru a ry  7, 1880 . .»

“ ......... T h o  b u sy  T h e o so p h is ts  h av e  a lre a d y  c re a te d  a
w ide  in te r e s t  iu  th e i r  d o in g s . . .”— The H a rb in g e r  o f  Ligllti 
(M elbou rn e) ,  M arch  1, 1880 . ^

“ ......... A s  re g a rd s  th e  o b je c t iu  v iew  in  com ing  to  In<li;i|'
w e c a n n o t see  t h a t  a n y  o th e r  re s u lt  b u t  good  can  co in®  
o f  h o n e s t  e n d e a v o u rs  to  b r in g  ab o u t a  b e tte r ,  a  closel 
in tim a c y  in  th o u g h t ,  w o rd  a n d  ac tio n  b e tw e e n  th e  v a rio ii 
races to  b e  fo u n d  in  th e  E a s t, e sp ec ia lly  b e tw e e n  t i l  
g o v e rn in g  a n d  th e  g o v e rn ed . W e b s lie v e  m o s t since  re f  
th a t  b y  fa r  th e  la rg e r  p o rtio n  o f  th e  e v il t h a t  is  a t  w om  
in  o u r  p o ssessio n s in  th e  E ast, m a y  b e  a t t r i b u te d  to  t n |  
w ide  g u l f  w h ich  s e p a ra te s  th e  E u ro p e a n  fro m  th e  N a tiv rf*  
— The Ceylon Tim es, J  line 5, 1880. • , . . ■

“ T he T hkosopiust for May is hipidly increasing u s
m e r its  a s  a  h ig h -c la ss  l i te r a ry  o rg a n .........W c  m a rv e l a t  tK e
b e a u ty  a n d  accu racy  w ith  w h ich  th is  m a g a z in e  is  ed ited .- 
P u b lic  O p in ion , (L o n d o n ), J u n e  1 2 ,1 8 8 0 .  . L
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