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“ those interested in the progress of true theosophy ” ap* 
pealed to by the writers look around them and judge. See 
the Branch Societies and compare them with the group that 
works in that “  Centre of Power Admire the “ progress ol 
theosophy”  at Paris, London and even America. Behold, 
in the great “  Brotherhood,”  a true Pandemonium of which 
the Spirit of Strife and Hatred himself might be proud! Every- 
where— quarrelling, fighting for supremacy; backbiting, 
slandering, scandal-mongering for the last two years; a veritable 
battle-field, on which several members have so disgraced them- 
selves and their Society by trying to disgrace others, that they 
have actually become more like hyenas than human beings 
by digging into the graves of the Past, in the hopes of bringing 
forward old forgotten slanders and scandals!

At Adyar alone, at the Head-Quarters of the Theosophical 
Society, the Theosophists are that which they ought tobe 
everywhere eise: true theosophists and not merely Philosophen 
and Sophists. In that centre alone are now grouped together 
the few solitary, practically working Members, wholabourand 
toil, quietly and uninterruptedly, while those Brothers for . 
whose sake they are working, sit in the dolce far iiiente of the 
West and criticise them. Is this “ true theosophical and 
brotherly work,”  to advise to put down and disestablish the 
only “  centre ”  where real brotherly, humanitarian work is 
being accomplished ?

“  Theosophy first, and Organization after.”  Golden words, 
these. But where would Theosophy be heard of now, had 
not its Society been organised before its spirit and a 
desire for it had permeated the whole world ? And would1 
Vedanta and other Hindu philosophies have been ever taugh: | 
and studied in England outside the walls of Oxford and 
Cambridge, had it not been for that Organization thar 
fished them like forgotten pearls out of the Ocean oi 
Oblivion and Ignorance and brought them forward before the
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profane world ? Nay, kind Brothers and critics, would the 
Hindu exponents of that sublime philosophy themselves have 
ever been known outside the walls of Calcutta, had not the 
Founders, obedient to the O R D E R S  received, forced the re- 
markable learning and philosophy of those exponents upon the 
recognition of the two most civilized and cultured centres of 
Europe—London and Paris ? Verily it is easier to destroy 
tban to build. The words “ untheosophical ”  and “ unbrother- 
ly” are ever ringing in our ears; yet, truly theosophical 
acts and words are not to be found in too unreasonable a 
superabundance among those who use the reproof the oftener. 
However insignificant, and however limited the line of good 
deeds, the latter will have always more weight than empty 
and vain glorious talk, and will be theosophy whereas 
theories without any practical realisation are at best philo-
sophy. Theosophy is an all-embracing Science; many are 
the ways leading to it, as numerous in fact as its definitions, 
which began by the sublime, during the day of Ammonius 
Saccas, and ended by the ridiculous— in Webster’s Dictionary. 
There is no reason why our critics should claim the right for 
themselves alone to know what is theosophy and to define it. 
There were theosophists and Theosophical Schools for the 
last 2,000 years, from Plato down to the mediaeval Alchemists, 
who knew the value of the term, it may be supposed. There- 
fore, when we are told that “  the question is not whether the 
T.S. is doing good, but whether it is doing that kind o f good 
which is entitled to the name of Theosophy ”— we turn round 
and ask: “  And who is to be the judge in this mooted 
question ? ”  W e have heard of one of the greatest Theosophists 
who ever lived, who assured his audience that whosoever 
gave a cup o f cold water to a little one in his (Theosophy’s) 
name, would have a greater reward than all the learned 
Scribes and Pharisees. “  Woe to the world because of
offences! ”

14
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Belief in the Masters was never made an article of faith 
in the T.S. But for its Founders, the commandsreceived fron 
Them when it was established have ever been sacred. And 
this is what one of them wrote in a letter preserved tothis 

day :—
“  Theosophy must not represent merely a collection «i 

moral verities, a bündle of metaphysical Ethics epitomized in 
theoretical dissertations. Theosophy must be made practical, 
and has, therefore, to be disencumbered of useless discussion. 
. . . . It has to find objective expression in an all embracing code 
of life thoroughly impregnated with its spirit—the spirit of 
mutual tolerance, charity and love. Its followers have to set 
the example of a firmly outlined and as firmly applied 
morality before they get the right to point out, even in a spirit 
of kindness, the absence of a like ethic Unity and singleness 
of purpose in other associations and individuals. As said be-
fore— no Theosophist should blame abrotherwhetherwithinor 
outside of the association, throw slur upon his actions or 
denounce h im 1 lest he should himself lose the right of being 
considered a theosophist. Ever turn away your gaze frora 
the imperfections of your neighbour and centre rather your 
attention upon your own shortcomings in order to correct 
them and become wiser. . . Show not the disparity
between claim and action in another man but whether 
he be brother or neighbour— rather help him in his arduous 
walk in life. . . . The problem of true theosophy and its
great mission is the working out of clear, unequivocal concep- 
tions of ethic ideas and duties which would satisfy most and 
best the altruistic and right feeling in us; and the modeling 
of these conceptions for their adaptation into such forras oi 
daily life where they may be applied with most equitable- 
ness. . . . Such is the common work in view for all who

1 It is in consequence of this letter tbat Art. XII was adopted in #u/es aod i ieu 
of lacking the charity prescribed, that led so often to neglectits enforcement.
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are willing to act on these principles. It is a laborious task 
and will require strenuous and persevering exertion, but it must 
lead you insensibly to progress and leave no room for any 
selfish aspirations outside the limits traced. . . .  Do not 
indulge in unbrotherly comparisons between the task accom- 
plished by yourself and the work left undone by your neigh- 
bour or brother, in the field of Theosophy, as none is held to 
md out a larger plot o f ground than his strength and capacity 
will permit him. . . .  Do not be too severe on the merits 
or demerits of one who seeks admission among your ranks, as 
the truth about the actual state of the inner man can only be 
known to, and dealt with justly by K a r m a  alone. Even the 
simple presence amidst you of a well-intentioned and sympa- 
thizing individual may help you magnetically. . . . You
are the Free-workers on the Domain of Truth, and as such, must 
leave no obstructions on the paths leading to it.”  . . . 
[The letter closes with the following lines which have now 
become quite plain, as they give the key to the whole 
Situation]. . . . “ The degree of success or failure are the
landmark wc shall have to follow, as they will constiiute the 
barriers placed with your own hands between yourselves and those 
whom you- have asked to be your teachers. The nearer your 
approach to the goal contemplated—the shorter the distance 
between the Student and the M a s t e r . . .

A complete answer is thus found in the above lines to the 
paper framed by the two Theosophists. Those who are now 
inclined to repudiate the Hand that traced it and feel ready to 
turn their backs upon the whole Past and the original Programme 
of the T.S. are at liberty to do so. The Theosophical body 
is neither a Church or a Sect and every individual opinion is 
entitled to a hearing. A Theosophist may progress and develop, 
and his views may outgrow those of the Founders, grow larger 
and broader in every direction, without for all that abandoning 
the fundamental soil upon which they were born and nurtured.



798 THE THEOSOPHIST s e p t e m b e ;

It is only he who changes diametrically his opioions fron 
one day to another and shifts his devotional views fron: 
white to black— who can be hardly trusted in his remarks and 
actions. But surely, this can never be the case ofthetwo 
Theosophists who have now been answered . . . .

Meanwhile, peace and fraternal good will to all.

H. P. Bl a v a t s k y , 

Corres. Sec1', T.S.

Ostende

Oct. 3d, 1886.
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an early num ber:

D esi& nation o f  H um an  Types, translated by B. C. Law (Oxford, 
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Leuba (Open Court Publishing C o .); The Trium ph o f  Ugliness,by A.B, 
Bullock (C. W . Daniel C o .); Tow ards th e Stars, by H. Dennis Bradley 
(T. W erner Laurie); The Sutta-N iPata  (in Devanagari), by P.V. Bapat.


